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Prime Minister urges
publie-private
cooperation

Prome Mingior Muhammad Shehbar

Islamabad slams
Taliban claims, seeks

The delogation brefed the prme

Shard, acknowiedging the impertert e of
the business commundty in the growsn ard
zhabiliny of the nations? soconory, ssid thet

the gowerniment was warking T
oofaboration with the prsate
sector bo promcte eonomic
activity and provida  a
business-friendly
anvicrmont

#ccoeding t ]
satoment issucd by the
Moda Wing of the Frime
Mii=ier's e, e prime
minister made these remarks
ouring & meeting
with a
delegation
of the:
Foundars
Giroup of
th =
Lahore

Chamber of Commers and Industry
{LCCIL wihich calied ori himiin Lehoes:

Tha mesting dscussed the overall
goonomic situstion of ‘the courdny, the
ared  irad,
ard  Almas Heder, Shshia Hazzan Sheikh, Abcil

Dromatsan l:||: DLsiness

challenges  faced by, indusiries,
meomns io fecilitste the  business

DO Y,

Whiz apoeeciating

the |biminess
oommUnity's imparant e in the growsh
and siatil ity of $he national scoromy, tha
prime minister =50 that the gowsmmers
‘was wor king alongside the privese sector to
EBnCourage Sconomic activity and creats a

menister on thi Foes fced by the business
camrrnity &g peeseried i suaggedtions
It apprecisted $he gowemment's aoonomic
palicies and welcomed B3 Tveesior
friznd by initiatives.

During the dicusion, the
dalegation a5y acknowlodged : bhe
Senies by Frime Minister
Muhsmmad Shotbar Sharit b the
Lzhome Chamber of Commers and
Indpstry - during b tenure Az it
prosident. Hie terue ss presiderd of
the chamber was an recalled durirg
the meoting.

Foderal Minister for
L and  Justico
Sonaipr Aram
biaroor Tarar,
Fedoral Minisios
ar hilommatian
a n d
Ercwdoasting
Attaullak

Miniier. for Percloum Al Fervaiz Malik
wa e also present ot the mesting

The chamber’s delegation
Misr Misbab-ur-Sebman, 'a'nnqn-lfrd'er
Shein Muhemmad Asif, Shabaed. Malik:

Besit, Mian Targ Mzhah, Kashi Amwar
Sheilh, and Mizn Khal id Mizhah
Zoparately, Punjab Acombly {Fh)
Doputy  Spoaksr  Malik ZTabosr Igbal
Chanrer erg MM& Maliz Wurir igtel
Channar called on Pamig . MinisteAd P
Mubemmsd Shekbaz Sharfhere on

Saburday

conducive amvircrmant for busineses. Matiers melxing to puolic ozaes their

The mesting aso highlighted the  nosolution and corstituency afsin wese
imporfarce af muiusl cooperstion in discussed during the mesting. The Frime
oromobng  busnoss  and | industny,  Mimisor diected thom 1o strengthen
increasing inwestmen:, and capanding public cuireach sffors o addmss the

trade Bctiitics.

probioms aced by the people. WEws DEx

action on T'T'P, BLA

The information ministry on

Saturday rebutted the Afghan
Taliban's stance

that it lacked the ‘capabil ities'
to fuel insecurity in other
countries and criticised it for
resorting to 'diversionary
allegations’ instead of
preventing the use of
Afghanistan's soil for terrorist
attacks against Pakistan.

The nr'url-;r’s rebuttal comes  afer
spokesperson lor  the  nterim Taliban
administraticn  in ﬂ.lgl‘a‘li:l..-n. Zacagllah
Mujahid, =sid in a statement on X last night thas
it vz pot in his counkry's “inforest b0 ceate
nzecumity in Pakistan or to support any ack of
insAabaity them”.

He further conterded that the T¥iban "do
not pommes capebilsties or nesounes ta fn'nnnl
or finance insecunty in |:-Ih-u-r counfries”, end
chaimod that |slamatad’s ided u|:|:-|:-.:.:|'
distracted Felistan's :J:ch-il:j orces from theic
oaT cties”

On Zaturday, the @sformation  ministry
stated, "Pakiztan's concests are mat besed on
oofjectane.”

It bacwsd = stanco on cross=border
tervizm from Adghanissan by citing a report by
thie United Mations Security Council's [LINGC
Araytical Support. and Sanciiones Hmh.nr'ng

Toam =nd arothor neport submistad o the
Linited States Corgresz

The UNSC team; in- #s 141k report;
"examincd the pretsence ard activitios af
tormorist-groups in Afghanstan”, the minsiny
said,

4 further nobed that the report oy the US
Leed Im i Generals Operation Enduning
Emtmlﬁ?JmuwMardﬁ 2026 stated that the
Afghan Taliban contiraed 1o aliow the berned
Totrogk-i-Talicar Pakistan (TTP] o operats trom
Aighan temibary.

Thie ministry slso kighlighted cthes findings
from the mepard, which stated that the Tal itan
continued %o allow TTF “greaier Sberty and
support, resilting i increesed TTP atbadis

ageinst Fakstan®. It added thay TTF emained
th- "largest in rumbar® amang thoze groups.

“The i gstimated TTF strength 4
4,000,000 fightess.. Thess  assessments
underscone the sericmness of  Pakistan’s
mrcems regardng terooist sanctuaries’ and
suppart notwores oparating from soil,”
the informistion mansty emphasizod.

Ezrlior in the day, the niomation mmistee
reiocrod former United  Staies enwvoy Zakmay
Knalilzad's . "baselezs . apa  miseading
afpgations” thet Fakistan vess "=ming Afghams
to fight 1he Taliban”,

The ministry’s nespanse: came 2 dey afer
khalizad, who sored a5 spocial rooresontative
to Afghenisian during the first Trump
sdministration, caimed an X that thene were
many reports that Fakizian is amming Afghars to
fight the Talien in Afghanizsan™. He fusher

legea that Fakistan was now "nrecruiting
Afghars  to fight against  anti-Pskistan
reumgents”, aoding that fies between the wa
mouriries wore [ikely to "get muchi warse "

"His swoepng basskass assesions monedy
recycie speculstive naTatnes a3 part af his
porzonal sgenda to proo [dhel|  termomicme
suprorting Taliben meagime,” the nlommation
minisAry’s Sact-chook sooount =aid on K

It rebuied Khalilzad, saying hio "ipedd|ing;
of such ureubstamtisted  allegations  only
expases his skewed agondx-bamed vicws ",

The ministry highlighted that it was
"perticuarly miscading bo conflze Fakistan's
legitimate: countertermorsm opevations- sgainst
iemooisi organisation operating from insioz
Afghan  Taliban  regime-contofed  mmas
threatening i citisens with allegations of
recruiting  Afghan naticnals or sponsoring
ammed groups iraide Alghaniztan”, Miwes Des

KARACH| BUSINESSMAN MURDER
Sindh forms top
team to hunt killer

® Government seeks separate FlA-led
inguiry into possible cover-up, orders
review of police conduct

Fakistan's southem  Sindh
province . chas  fommed  a
multiagency team to invcabigate

provinca . gosernment had
corstisted the JIT unoes Daplty
Ingpecior General Baloch fofoweng
the mumrder of a young Karachi  aporovel by Chief Minster Mued
busiessman  and - sought & AT Shan, and requesicd the
soparata inquing nbo & possible p.urlrpu rlgagml:h:r 0 POTHNALE
polica cowerup, foflowirg a8 mmnicr officors, preferably within
judicial commission's findings of  sewen days.

sesious faitures n the Scparaioly, the Sindh
Initse imvestigation, govemiment nas asked tho Jedoral
ot Ficina] mierior minstry {0 nomicats &
documenta senice Feaeral  lnuestigation
showed on "-F" Agency (Fia] cfficer to head an

Satircly. W mgquiry Nk possibde Crimina

The decskons W mizconduc: by police officials
mark A oignifscams imvalved in the insial imestigation.
oevmopmant in  tha The deweiapment tolows the
case of 25-yaaraio Mir |I.IC|I'H| COmimisHan’s
Raza A1, whose recommendation
by was found of a high-fove
with 3 imguiry,
gunzhof pm?ard:-ly led

wound D oy tha FlA,
Karacki in | o
July. Police 8 i determine
imitinlly B whother
prsued & police
tuicide =S atficiai
theory,®

waich  his

tamily

majected, while a cobssguant  inecivied in the First 10 days of the

sutopsy rapad soricus gQuestions inwesligation had commiticd
about the circumstances of this  offerses mlating 19 the
death, riggenrg pubfic ocutrage  desiruction of ovidenos,

and demands far an independens
mwastigaton.

disobedience of legal directions or
preparation of incorect officia

"The Commesseon, 03 nreconds.
ropart, recommended formation The: wictam, a graduste of
ol ‘a_fant Investigation Team (AT}  Karachi's Instituie af - uziness

arder the leadership of DIG Hsn Administration, cperated 2 wafle

Ealoch, COmpnsing eaniar  butireas oatioo Wl

reprasontatives  of inber Ha want missing efter feaving
Serdoos Intell igence (5], h= home in o the Fakistan
Intelligence. Bumau [IBl, Fakistan Employees Cooperative Housng

Rangen. (5ndh} and the Matonal
Cybear Crime Invostigation Agency
INCCIAY," the Sindh Homa
Depariment ssd i an Ocic 23
lattor.

The ooosriment

Socioty on July Z&

Hiz body was dizcovered in
buthes i Gufistan-e-Jaihar the
fallowming dany.

zsid the [l Contirued on Page 7

Lardari
meeting spurs
Siemens pact

plans

Serman . medicad  techralogy
company  Siemens plans to send
represaniatyes 1o Pakistan fo sagn
sgreoments with local partrars on
rmalth  technoiogy and capacity
building, Fresidert- A Ali Zardar’s
office said an Satunday, foliowing his
mecting with company axecufves in
Berlin.

The proposed agroemenis come 25
Paiostan seela o improve health cang
infrastruciure. and aspand access 1o
medicyl sErvices, perticdarly 0 mmate
end undorsened amas. Siemers has an
estabiizhed presenoe i Pakistan, with
mane than 100 omployoes warking 0
three major ozios, induding Karachi.

Semens Exeoutive Moz Fresident
Danied. Frisch and Veroniks Phstor, the
compeny's hoad of goverment affzis,
irflomed Zadsi of #e planrod visit
during their meotirg, acoarging o the
saternant:

“The dabegation ioid the Fresdart
that thefr moeesontatives wil soon wait
Paastan o =gn Malls with Bhair parnars
in capacity building and technclogical
domairs in the health dusty of
Patigstan,” the statement ssd

% added that Semans’ sednological
cooperation exiendad o the teatment
of carcer =froke and other dzcames,
without providing  detaik- of the
proposed agresments, - thair finarcial
yaiug oran implemensation timeding.

Zardari  urged © the. adoption o
resgardrbased and techrology-driven
sohutions bo impnosa health came del ey
in Fakistan, emphesizing ‘the need 1o
e qual ity medical tervices- accesshe
and affordable.

"o sirive for brosdened and al-
irclushe * proviion of guatity’ haalth
came, pariculary for powerby-ciricken
propie in remote-anses,” e aid.

The president waloomed Siemens
westing oporations in Fakstan and
encaureged the company to espand i
cocoperation in the county's  health
socior.

He alsa ercouragea Siemens 1o
corsider imvestmients i other social and
industia coctam, citing the: company's
sachnciogical pursct e, and assured tho
delegationi of irstiulional support
fimough Pakistar’s Specal ecstment
Faciiitation Counci (5 FC]. N bk

Stop The War: Pakistan,
Saudis, Europe urge diplomacy

The foreign ministers of
the R4 group of nations
and their counterparts
from the UK, France,
Germany and Italy
discussed conflicts in
the Midd ke East, a joint
statement issued on
Saturday said, stressing
the need to resolve
them through dialogue
and diplomacy.

The ®4 or Begional Four group
comprses Saudi brsbia, Pakistan,
Torkiye  and Egyot The . fonpign
ministers of these four countries mot
thei counterpars from Haly, Franoe,
the UK ara Semany in |starou: on
Friday for talks on regional tergiors.

The diz¥ogus iakes plece a3 the
trarrbatked Houthes intans®y asttacks
ageinst Saudi Hrabia, amid renewed
foars of & wider egicnal conflict after
mwporis that U5 and israoli forces had
drmen up plans for possible sirfos
agamst Iranian ruaclear tacilitios,
enangy  nfrEstructers . and misso
capats ities.

The ‘joint statemont zaid the
fomeign minkiers disomsed tha

Usfisraal-lran contlict, lzraefs wear
against Falestinians, the need for a
tawa-ziate  scoution, Mouthi militia
attack: agenst Saudl Arebia and
Yomen, and torsions 0 the Straits of
Homuz and Bab €] Mancsb and the
Efack Soa.

“The Minstom agreed on ihe
urgent nepd bo address rogional
canfl s througn dizlogue,
diplomacy. and: de-pscaistion,” 1he
joint statement, also shared by
Fekiztan's foreagn office, ==id.

“In accordarer with the mievan:
UM Resolutions, fhey emphasizad the
need for finding lasting negotiated
soiutions bo all autsianding conflicts.”

Tha minister committed to
continue  contributing toward
diplomatic  efforts  aimed - at
pramoting pesce and stability in
tha region and beyond, - and
addressing the security, econommic
and trade implications of regianal
tersions

'The Mimsters: agreed to
continue the dizbogue in this farmat
with o vigw to preverting conflicis
and advancing peace and siability
in tha region,” the statement
added.

The %4 foroign minisiors held 2
zeparste meeting among themsehees
in Istanbud priar bo their meeting with
tha Europaar-minicters

The ®4 identified brssl = the
man source . of irstability i the
Migdle East and beyond in their

dsossions, & jint pross statement
from the group said on Fridey

“Tne Ministers called for an
urgent end to. the ongoing ot
vicdhence, &z wall &z atbampts o
thange the legal 2ng histoncal Satus
of Jerusalem; and 1o bring an erd 14
further destructian and humanitarian
tragedy in Palestine,” the sisfoment,
glza shaved by Fakistan'zs foreign
office, caid.

Tha ®d gemarded & halk & the
cuparsion of |smeeli setilementzin tha
pocupied  West. . Bank  and  East
Jarusalern, an immediate end o

attacks by  setiers, and tho
uninteusted del wery of
humanitarian. gssistance i Goza,

along wis mcomsncton efforts in
the tesTitony.

The minsters abo called for
renevwed diplomatic eforts to presant
any hirther escalation of $he war with
Irary, and inssied that the crisis be
mesoived "oxclusvely  through
dislogue and diplomacy*

The ministors condemmned the
Houthi- militia’'s  "unacceptablz
pazaletion” and attacks an owiliars
and wital infrastricties in Yeman ard
Saudi Arabis.

Thay reitoraled their sofidarity
with the Kingdom and Yomen's
irdornaticnally recognEed
povemment, and callea an. the
Hauthiz to immediataly halt ther
melitany actiwitios and return 1o tho
nogolizting table, Wews besk
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Naek calls for
constitutional
supremacys,
rule of law

Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on Law
and Justice, Senator Farooq Hamid Naek, has said that
constitutional supremacy, the rule of law and equal jus-
tice for all citizens are fundamental principles of
Pakistan's democratic system.

Addressing a ceremony at Government Pir llahi Bux
Law College, Dadu, marking the 51st death anniversary
of former Sindh chief minister Pir llahi Bux, he said the
law must apply equally to the powerful and the weak,
and access to justice must not depend on a citizen's
social status, political affiliations or financial resources.

Senator Naek paid tribute to the late Pir llahi Bux for
his contributions to education, politics and public serv-
ice, saying his legacy continued to inspire generations in
Sindh. He highlighted Pir llahi Bux's efforts to promote
education, establish educational institutions and
improve public welfare.

Describing education as one of Pir llahi Bux's most
enduring contributions to Sindh, Senator Naek high-
lighted his initiatives to promote elementary education
and encourage adult and women'’s education. He also
underscored his role in efforts to establish the University
of Sindh and his support for institutions such as Dow
Medical College and S.M. Law College.

He said legal education must go beyond the study
of statutes and judicial decisions and prepare lawyers
who uphold professional integrity, constitutional prin-
ciples and the requirements of justice. Young lawyers,
he said, should use their legal knowledge to protect
citizens' rights and serve tﬂe public interest rather
than pursue personal gain.

Senator Naek stressed that lawyers must defend their
clients' rights while respecting the courts, adhering to
professional ethics and remaining faithful to the
Constitution. Pakistan needs legal professionals who
defend constitutional supremacy and the principles of jus-
tice rather than the interests of individuals, he added.

Recalling his personal association with Government
Pir llahi Bux Law College, Dadu, Senator Naek said he had
the honour of inaugurating the college’s present building
in 2012 while serving as Federal Minister for Law and
Justice. He appreciated the institution’s modern digital
facilities, online lectures and initiatives to strengthen
cooperation with other educational institutions.

He said the expansion of public-sector law col-
leges was important for broadening access to legal
education and creating opportunities for students
from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds. However,
he emphasised that their success should also be meas-
ured by the quality of teaching, availability of quali-
fied faculty, access to legal research, practical training,
moot courts and professional ethics.

Urging students to study the Constitution of
Pakistan, fundamental rights and judgments of the
superior courts, Senator Naek said they must continu-
ously strengthen their academic and professional abili-
ties. The quality of justice, he noted, depended not
only on the judicial system but also on the competence,
integrity and courage of lawyers.

Senator Naek appreciated the efforts of Pir Mazhar ul
Hagq, Senior Advocate of the Supreme Court and former
senior minister of Sind h, to carry forward his grandfather's
educational and public-service legacy. He also acknowl-
edged Barrister Pir Mujeeb ul Hag's association with edu-
cational and legal institutions.

Concluding his address, Senator Naek emphasised
that strengthening education, constitutional supremacy,
the rule of law and equal justice for all remained essential
for Pakistan’s democratic future. He expressed hope that
Government Pir llahi Bux Law College, Dadu, would con-
tinue to produce competent lawyers, principled legal pro-
fessionals and responsible citizens.

Addressing the ceremony, retired Justice Abdul
Rasool Memon said that the services rendered by Pir lllahi
Bux and his family are numerous and highly commendable.

He said that today's ceremony reflects the greatness
of Pir lllahi Bux, who rendered unforgettable services to
the people of Sindh in various fields.

He described Pir lllahi Bux as a hero of Sindh who
established outstanding institutions across the province
during his tenure as minister.

He added that his successors, Pir Mazhar-ul-Hag and
Pir Mujeeb-ul-Hagq, are also following in his footsteps by
continuing to serve the people of their constituency and
Sindh, particularly in the field of education.

Speaking on the occasion, Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Dadu District President and Member of the
Provincial Assembly (MPA), Barrister Pir Mujeeb-ul-Hag,
said that the institution is named after his grandfather, the
late Pir lllahi Bux, whose contributions to education and
law remain remarkable.

He expressed his heartfelt gratitude to all distin-
guished guests for attending the ceremony. NEWS DESK

Three women
killed in child
custody dispute

At least three women were killed by their son-in-
law in a dispute over child custedy, according to
police sources on Saturday.

Initial reports said the accused insisted on taking
custody of his infant child. The dispute reportedly
escalated after his demand was refused, resulting in
the killings of his mother-in-law, sister-in-law, and
the wife of his brother-in-law.

The accused fled the scene after the incident.
The bodies of the victims were shifted to the hospi-
tal for post-mortem examinations. Police have reg-
istered a case and launched further investigations
into the incident. NEws DEsk

Peace in Katcha
areas Sindh govt’s
top priority: Lanjar

Sindh Home Minister Zia-
ul-Hassan Lanjar has said
establishing peace and
maintaining law and
order across the province
remain the foremost
priorities of the provincial
government, adding that
intelligence agencies,
Pakistan Rangers and
Sindh Police are being
fully supported in their
efforts to secure the
Katcha areas.

He was addressing the
concluding ceremony of the
three-day Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto Sports Festival
held in Ronti Katcha. IGP Sindh
Javed Alam Odho, DIG Sukkur
Nasir Aftab Pathan, Ghotki
Deputy Commissioner Manzoor
Ahmed, SSP Muhammad Anwar
Khetran, Rangers Wing
Commander Farhan Ali and other
officials attended the event, along
with a large number of local
residents.

Lanjar said the state did not
wish to cause hardship to anyone
and that people living in the
Katcha areas were close
to the government's
heart. However, he
warned that the state
would not tolerate
anyone taking the law
into their own hands.

He said
President Asif Ali
Zardari had
consulted
stakeholders at a meeting in
Sukkur before initiating the
surrender policy. Despite facing
criticism, the policy had helped
improve law and order in Ronti
Katcha, he added.

The home minister thanked

= -

PPP leader Faryal Talpur and
Chief Minister Sindh for
supporting the police and
providing necessary facilities.
He said the presence of
provincial leadership in the area
reflected the progress made
under the policy.

Lanjar announced that the
government planned to
establish schools, dispensaries
and veterinary hospitals in the
Katcha areas. A strategy was
also being developed to protect
these facilities from damage
during floods.

He said the government
wanted children from the region
to become deputy commissioners
and senior police officers in the
future, stressing that public
cooperation was essential to

improving living conditions.

The minister also said the
Ghotki-Kand hkot Bridge would
be constructed soon, describing
the project as a game changer
expected to bring prosperity to
both districts. He commended

police officers from the Larkana
and Sukkur divisions for their role
in restoring peace.

Speaking on the occasion, IGP
Javed Alam Od ho said peace had
been restored through the
surrender policy and cooperation
among law enforcement
agencies. Members of tribes
previously involved in conflicts
were now sitting together in a
peaceful environment, he added.

Odho said the authorities
had relied on goodwill, mutual
understanding and engagement
alongside enforcement
measures. He wurged local
communities to protect their
neighbours and work together to
grevent their lands from

ecoming barren and their future
generations from suffering.

He assured residents that
efforts would continue to
maintain lasting peace, with strict
action where necessary and
measures to make the region
greener and more prosperous.

During the ceremony, Lanjar
presented floral gifts to Shagufta,
Rameen and Anjum, members of a
peace caravan working to pro-
mote harmony in the Katcha
areas. Prizes, shields and medals
were distributed among players
who excelled in Malakhro,
Kabaddi and other traditional
sports. Earlier, Deputy
Commissioner Manzoor
Ahmed said two pri-
mary schools had
been  estab-
lished follow-
ing improve-
ments in
security,
while med-
ical camps
were peri-
odically
organised
healthcare. SSP

to provide
Muhammad Anwar Khetran also
highlighted police sacrifices and
local residents’ participation in
peace caravans, saying continued
public cooperation was helping
improve the situation. NEWS DESK

Polio-free Pakistan
was Benazir Bhutto’s
dream, says Bilawal

Chairman of Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, in his
message on World Polio Day, said a
polio-free Pakistan was the dream of
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, and
that protecting every child in the country
and securing a healthy future for them is
a national responsibil ity we all share.

He said the effective use of modern technology, sus-
strong

tained political commitment,

Pakistan reports

7 cases in 2026

World Polio Day World Polio Day was observed
across the globe on Saturday to renew the commit-
ment to eradicating poliovirus and highlight the
importance of vaccination, as Pakistan continues
efforts to eliminate the disease after reporting seven
cases so far in 2026. The day highlights the need for

sustained immunisation campaigns, effective disease

coordination

surveillance and community engagement to ensure
that every child receives polio vaccines and remains

between the federal and provincial governments, and full
public participation are essential to eradicating polio
completely.

Thr PPP Chairman said that in 1994, despite fierce oppo-
sition from conservative elements and negative propaganda,
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto launched the country's
first national anti-polio campaign. She personally adminis-
tered polio drops to her own daughter, Aseefa Bhutto
Zardari, first of all, sending a clear message that there can be
no compromise on the health and safety of children.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said Aseefa Bhutto Zardari has
been working tirelessly for several years to make anti-
polio efforts a success. Her struggle, he said, is an impor-
tant step toward fulfilling Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto's dream that no child in Pakistan should suf-
fer lifelong disabil ity because of polio.

He paid tribute to the workers
serving in the anti-polio campaign,
especially those carrying out their
duties in remote and difficult areas,
and described the polio workers
who laid down their lives in the line
of duty as national heroes. Their
services and sacrifices, he said, will
always be remembered. -

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari appealed to
the public to cooperate fully
with polio teams. He
reaffirmed that the PPP
will  continue  its
efforts to carry for-
ward Shaheed
Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto's

protected against the virus. In 1988, the World
Health Assembly adopted a resolution to eradicate
polio worldwide, leading to the launch of the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), a public-private
partnership. Since then, wild poliovirus cases have
declined by more than 99 per cent, from an estimat-
ed 350,000 cases annually across more than 125
endemic countries to continued transmission in just
two countries. Pakistan and Afghanistan remain the
only countries where wild poliovirus is endemic,
highlighting the need for continued vaccination cov-
erage and coordinated efforts by health authorities,
frontline workers and communities. Pakistan has
reduced its polio burden by 99.8 per cent since
1994, from an estimated 20,000 cases annually to
seven reported cases in 2026 so far. Of these, five
cases have been reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
including four in southern districts, while two cases
have been reported in Sindh. The Pakistan Polio
Eradication Initiative continues to work with fed-
eral and provincial health authorities and interna-
tional partners to interrupt virus transmission
through vaccination campaigns, environmental sur-
veillance and efforts to reach children who have
missed routine immunisation. Pakistan has con-

ducted two nationwide and two sub-national
polio vaccination campaigns in 2026,
alongside targeted interventions in
Karachi, Quetta and Peshawar.
Each nationwide campaign tar-
gets approximately 45 million
children under five. More than
400,000 frontline polio work-
ers, including men and

mission  and women, are engaged in

turn the dream reaching children across the
of a polio- country, often working in
free Pakistan challenging conditions to
into reality. ensure that no child is
NEWS DESK missed. NEWS DESK

Mayor Wahab
gives KMC 15
days to clear

encroachments

|

Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza Wahab has given the
Anti-Encroachment  Department of the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC) 15 days to remove
encroachments from major roads, streets, footpaths and
public spaces across the city, warning that failure to deliv-
er visible results could lead to dismissals and disciplinary
proceedings.

The mayor issued the deadline while chairing an
emergency meeting with officers and staff of the depart-
ment, taking serious notice of growing public complaints
about encroachments and obstruction of public spaces.
He expressed dissatisfaction with the department’s per-
formance and directed officials to launch a comprehensive
citywide operation with clear targets and measurable
results. Wahab said bill ions of rupees were being invested
in Karachi's infrastructure and public facilities, but the
benefits of development projects could not be fully
realised while roads and footpaths remained occupied by
encroachments. “Roads, streets and footpaths belong to
the citizens. They are meant for public movement and con-
venience, not to be occupied for commercial activities or
personal business interests,” he said.

The mayor said citizens should not be forced to navi-
gate obstructed footpaths and congested roads despite
ongoing efforts to improve the city's infrastructure. He
added that his own visits to different areas had revealed
conditions that fell short of the performance expected
from the department responsible for removing encroach-
ments. Wahab told officials that he wanted practical and
sustainable action rather than verbal assurances or reports
prepared merely to satisfy the authorities. He said the
results must be visible on the streets and not confined to
files and meeting rooms.

He reminded the department that KMC spent millions
of rupees each month on employee salaries and that citi-
zens had a legitimate expectation that public servants
would perform their duties effectively.

The mayor directed officials to identify priority loca-
tions, intensify enforcement and address complaints
received from residents. He also ordered coordination with
relevant KMC departments and other enforcement agen-
cies to ensure that cleared areas remained accessible to
the public. Emphasising that the operation must be con-
ducted without discrimination or favouritism, Wahab said
all violations should be addressed according to the law,
regard less of the individuals or businesses involved.

He further instructed officials to prevent cleared areas
from being occupied again. Where encroachments reap-
peared, the relevant authorities were directed to take fur-
ther legal action, including sealing shops where justified
and in coordination with the competent departments.

Wahab warned that officers who failed to meet the 15-
day deadline or demonstrated negligence could face
strict departmental proceedings, including termination of
services under applicable rules. He also urged officials not
to allow undue pressure or interference to obstruct lawful
enforcement operations. During the meeting, officers
briefed the mayor on encroachments in different districts,
ongoing operations and complaints received from citizens.
Wahab directed them to strengthen monitoring and assess
staff performance on the basis of actual results rather than
paperwork or routine reports.

Metropolitan Commissioner Abrar Jaffer, Financial
Advisor Gulzar Abro and other concerned officers attend-
ed the meeting. NEWS DESK

SHC orders

transfer of
narcotics cases
to special courts

The Sindh High Court (SHC) has directed the transfer
of thousands of pending cases registered under the Sindh
Control of Narcotic Substances (CNS) Act, 2024, to the five
newly constituted special courts in Karachi.

According to an official communication issued by SHC
Member Inspection Team-ll, Muhammad Jahangir Khan, on
the directions of the chief justice, all district and sessions
judges in Karachi South, East, West, Central and Malir have
been instructed to ensure the transfer of the pending drug
cases to the Special Courts constituted under Article 30
(Establishment of Special Court) of the CNS Act.

The letter seen by The Express Tribune outlined
that the cases have been transferred to CNS Courts-|,
II, IV, V-and VI, Karachi in accordance with the territori-
alcjurisdiction. The letter further directed the district
judges to ensure compliance with the order and submit
a report to Khan. The development follows changes to
the provincial narcotics law after the Control of
Narcotic Substances Act, 1997 was repealed on
October 15, 2024, and replaced by the Sindh CNS Act,
2024. According to authorities, all cases registered
under the latest act have been transferred to the new
courts, including four cases registered against alleged
Cocaine Queen Anmol alias Pinky.

Under the new arrangement, remand proceedings in
newly registered cases will also be conducted before the CNS
courts. Interim and final charge sheets in both new and pend-
ing cases will also be submitted to these courts. It is worth
noting that under the new law, the government can establish
narcotics control police stations, check posts and check
points to eliminate the menace of drug trafficking. It also pro-
vides stricter punishments alongside safeguards, such as
video evidence in cases, to protect the rights of citizens.
Article 17, clause 2 of the law states, "The video recording of
all raids, seizures, inspections and arrests shall be made by the
officer in charge of such operations.” NEws DESK
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Federal Minister and Chairman Prime Minister's Youth
Programm (PMYP) Rana Mashood on Saturday empha-
sized the importance of youth empowerment, equal edu-
cational opportunities, and technological advancement,
stating that the government was making efforts to equip
the youth with skills and utilize their God-gifted talent for
national development.

Addressing the Students of National Vocational and
Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC) at Muhammad
Ali Jinnah University (MAJU) in Karachi, he said that the
people in Sindh had faced lack of facilities but had
demonstrated their abil ity to overcome challenges when-
ever given opportunities.

He stressed that Pakistan should benefit from the tal-
ent and potential of its young population.

He recalled that Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Al Jinnah
had envisioned equal opportunities for everyone at the
time of Pakistan's creation, adding that the government is
trying to ensure equal access to education, skills and

Pakistan to launch

outh employment

development.

Rana Mashood said that he had been
working for youth empowerment for the past
30 years.

Highlighting educational initiatives, he
said that Danish Schools had been estab-
lished to provide quality education and that
the programme was being expanded across
the country.

Five schools are being established in
Sindh, while a total of 30 schools are
planned nationwide, he added.

The Federal Minister said that the
Punjab Educational Endewment Fund had
been established to provide scholarships
to deserving students and had subse-
quently been transformed into the
Pakistan Educational Endowment Fund to extend support
at the national level.

Discussing youth development initiatives, he under-
scored the Prime Minister's Youth Business and Agriculture
Loan Scheme, the PM Digital Youth Hub, and NAVTTC
programmes and described NAVTTC's skills development
initiatives as potential game changers for young people.

He said that rapid technological advancements were
changing and making it essential for young people to
focus on innovation, entrepreneurship, and digital skills.

He also announced plans for Pakistan's first Artificial
Intelligence (Al) uniform policy and the establishment of
e-sports arenas.

Rana Mashood further highlighted opportunities for
dual-degree programmes in collaboration with the Higher
Education Commission (HEC), as well as online courses
available through digital platforms.

Speaking about technology and education, he said
that 18,000 laptops had been distributed across Pakistan

olicy: Mashood

and that laptops were being provided to university stu-
dents. He added that, in view of emerging technological
trends, 250,000 Chromebook laptops would be distrib-
uted to schools across the country every year. According
to him, the programme had been initiated a day earlier.

He also recalled the establishment of IT laboratories in
schools across Punjab, emphasizing the need to equip stu-
dents with the digital skills required to compete in a rap-
id ly evolving world.

Rana Mashood urged the young people not to fear
setbacks, saying that failures were an essential part of |ife
and provided valuable lessons.

He stressed that there was no shortcut to success and
encouraged youth to work hard, embrace innovation and
pursue entrepreneurship.

He also announced the launch of Pakistan's National
Youth Employment Policy, describing youth employment
and skills development as key priorities for the country's
future. Addressing the ceremony, Coordinator for the
Prime Minister's Youth Programme (PMYP) for the Sindh
Region Fahad Shafiq highlighted the importance of
improving educational standards and expanding opportu-
nities for young people across Pakistan.

He drew comparisons between the education stan-
dards of Karachi and Punjab, emphasizing the need to
improve educational facilities and ensure quality educa-
tion for students. He acknowledged Rana Mashood contri-
butions to education and development, noting that sever-
al programmes had been launched under his leadership to
promote youth empowerment and provide opportunities
for young people.

Fahad Shafiq said the Prime Minister's Youth
Programme was initiated in 2013 and had since introduced
various initiatives aimed at supporting youth through edu-
cation, skills development, employment, and entrepre-
neurship. NEWS DESK

A feel of

winter in the
air after rain

Rainfall in several parts of Punjab, following show-
ers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has intensified the cold
weather, while the Pakistan Meteorological Department
(PMD) has forecast further rain and possible hailstorms
in Islamabad and other northern parts of the country.

According to the Met Office, heavy rain lashed
Narowal, Shakargarh, Kartarpur, Noorkot and adjoining
areas, resulting in a noticeable drop in temperatures.

Meanwhile, overcast conditions prevailed in
Islamabad from the morning, with light rain reported in
parts of the federal capital.

The PMD said a westerly weather system was
affecting the country's upper regions, bringing the pos-
sibility of further rain accompanied by strong winds in
Islamabad and its surrounding areas.

The department also warned that hailstorms could
occur at isolated locations.

Scattered rain has been forecast for upper Punjab,
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan during the day, with hail-
storms |ikely at a few places.

Most other parts of the country are expected to
experience dry weather, according to the Met Office.
NEWS DESK

Faryal Talpur
calls LG polls

preparation for
general elections

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Women's Wing
President and central leader Faryal Talpur has said that
local government elections could serve as essential
preparation for the upcoming general elections, urging
party organizations and office-bearers to ensure their
active and effective participation in the process.

She expressed these views during meetings with
officials from the PPP’s Rawalpindi, Faisalabad and
Gujranwala divisions, as well as Sialkot district at
Zardari House, here on Saturday.

The delegation was led by PPP Central Punjab
General Secretary Syed Hassan Murtaza.

During the meetings, Faryal Talpur discussed party
activities in the respective divisions, preparations for
the upcoming local government elections and the pre-
vailing political and economic sit-
uation in the country.

Syed Hassan Murtaza
briefed her on the perform-
ance and organizational
status of the party's divi-
sional, district, tehsil and
city-level organizations
as well as its various
auxil iary wings.

PPP Secretary
General Nayyar
Hussain Bukhari and 4
Punjab Governor

Sardar Saleem Haider
were also present at
the meetings.

NEWS DESK

Governor Kundi briefs

Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi on Saturday called on Acting
President Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani and
briefed him on the prevail ing situation in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, with particular focus
on law and order and issues confronting
the people of the province.

Acting President
% Gilani on KP situation %

.|

During the meeting, the two leaders discussed the
overall security situation in the province, public welfare
issues and matters of mutual interest.

Governor Kundi informed the Acting President about
the challenges being faced by the province and the steps
being taken to address them.

The Governor also apprised Acting President Gilani of
the recent major decisions taken regarding Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and exchanged views on measures aimed at
promoting peace, stability and public welfare in the
province. NEWS DESK

Pakistan seeks fair access
to civil nuclear technology

Pakistan has underscored the
fundamental importance of equitable,
non-discriminatory civil nuclear
cooperation to help secure its national
energy future.

"Efforts to prevent the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction ... must not impede international
cooperation in the peaceful uses of dual-use
technologies, which is vital for the economic
development of the Global South,” Pakistani delegate
Syed Atif Raza told the United Nations General Assembly
on Wednesday during a debate on the annual report of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the
Vienna-based UN organization.

At the same time, Raza, a counsellor at the Pakistan
Mission to the UN, highlighted that Pakistan is a party to
the principal international instruments of nuclear safety
and security. "All countries must retain their inalienable
right to utilize nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,
consistent with their respective non-proliferation and
international legal obligations,” the Pakistani delegate
said. Pakistan, he said, maintained that compliance or
safety issues should be resolved through technical
bodies like the IAEA without political bias.

“QOutstanding situations must be addressed and
resolved through dialogue and diplomacy, in a manner
that upholds the non-proliferation regime while
ensuring regional and international peace and
security,” Atif Raza said. “"Countries should refrain from
irresponsible and destabilizing rhetoric, actions, and
postures that could escalate tensions and increase the
risk of conflict.”

Pakistan, he said, operates six nuclear power
reactors — all under IAEA safeguards, supplying about
20 percent of the national energy needs and one-third
of low-carbon power generation. "We support the
agency’s work in peaceful applications of nuclear
science and technology and look forward to the

successful implementation of IAEA's major initiatives.”

At the outset, Rafael Mariano Grossi, the IAEA
Director-General, briefed the General Assembly on
Syria, Iran and Ukraine, noting that the agency had
gained access to previously restricted facilities in Syria
after nearly two decades. "All the nuclear material in
Syria is now under monitoring and verification”, he
said, describing this as a major step towards Damascus’
reintegration into the international community.

“Discreet diplomacy, perseverance, factual,
objective, technical work also pay off”, he added.

On Iran, the IAEA chief said the Agency had
completed most of the technical preparations
needed to verify its nuclear activities, expressing
hope that negotiations between Tehran and
Washington would produce an agreement. “There
will not be a lasting, stable solution without a
diplomatic agreement”, he stressed, adding: "For a
diplomatic agreement to happen,
we need the verification.” .

On Ukraine, he warned
of continuing nuclear
safety risks at the
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear
Power Plant, where IAEA
has maintained a presence
for nearly five years. The
Agency recently negotiated !
its eighth localized ceasefire |

between the Russian | \
Federation and Ukraine, :
allowing  essential :
repairs to

prevent a
nuclear
accident.
NEWS DESK

Makhdoom
Saeed pays
tribute to Begum
Nusrat Bhutto

Chairman of Sindhi Adabi Board, Makhdoom
Saeed-ul-Zaman 'Atif’, in his statement released on
the occasion of the death anniversary of Begum
Nusrat Bhutto said that Begum Nusrat Bhutto made
eternal sacrifices for the restoration of democracy in
the country, the rights of the people and the survival
of democratic values.

Makhdoom Said that Nusrat Bhutto's political
struggle, steadfastness and commitment to demo-
cratic principles is an important chapter in the polit-
ical history of Pakistan.

Makhdoom said that Begum Nusrat Bhutto con-
tinued her struggle for the restoration of democrac
and raised her voice for public rights despite the dif-
ficult political conditions, authoritarian era and
severe trials.

Her sacrifices will always be a beacon for politi-
cal activists and future generations who believe in
democracy.

Saeed-u-Zaman said that political services and
sacrifices of Mother of Republic Begum Nusrat
Bhutto cannot be forgotten. Supporting the
strengthening of democracy, constitutional suprema-
cy, protection of public rights and political tolerance
is the expression of real commitment to his struggle.

He further said that on the occasion of Begum
Nusrat Bhutto's death anniversary, while paying
homage to her, we should reiterate the commitment
that joint efforts will be continued for the strength-
ening of democratic institutions, protection of peo-
ple's rights and continuity of democratic traditions in
the country NEWS DESK

Pakistan,
Azerbaijan
discuss legal
cooperation

Chief Justice of the Federal Constitutional Court
of Pakistan Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan held meetings
with Azerbaijan’s Minister of Justice Farid Ahmadov
and Constitutional Court Chairman Dr. Farhad
Abdullayev to discuss ways to strengthen judicial
cooperation and legal ties between the two
countries.

During his official visit to Azerbaijan, Justice
Amin-ud-Din Khan, accompanied by Federal
Constitutional Court Registrar Muhammad Hafeez
Ullah Khan, met Ahmadov at a meeting hosted by the
Azerbaijani side.

The two sides discussed matters of mutual
interest, including closer cooperation between
judicial institutions, the exchange of legal experience
and stronger ties between the two countries, said a
press released issued here on Saturday.

They highlighted the friendly relations between
Pakistan and Azerbaijan at the government, cultural,
judicial and people-to-people levels. Ahmadov also
recalled his visit to Pakistan in May 2026, describing
it as a memorable experience.

Later, Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan and the registrar
visited Azerbaijan’s Constitutional Court, where they
were received by its chairman, Dr. Farhad Abdullayev.

The meeting included detailed discussions on the
judicial systems of Pakistan and Azerbaijan,
opportunities for judicial cooperation and other
issues of mutual interest. The chief justice was also
shown the courtroom and presented with
commemorative gifts.

Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan is visiting Azerbaijan at
the special invitation of the Conference of
Constitutional Jurisdictions of the Turkic World
(TURK-AY). He attended the conference meeting as
an observer. NEWS DESK

NCCIA arrests

man for harassing
British girl on
social media

The National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency
(NCCIA) has arrested a man accused of harassing a
British girl through social media applications, following
a reguest from UK authorities.

“The UK's National Crime Agency (NCA) had
requested action,” NCCIA Additional Director Tariq
Nawaz said.

The suspect, identified as Wagar Ahmed, is a resi-
dent of Larkana and was arrested in Qambar
Shahdadkot, Nawaz added.

The NCCIA additional director said that Ahmed
alleged ly shared obscene pictures with the British girl
through social media applications.

“Further legal proceedings are underway following
the registration of a case against the suspect,” the
NCCIA official said.

Separately, the NCCIA rescued a 13-year-old girl in
Karachi from a suspected dark web-linked network that
alleged ly instructed her to poison a cat before ordering
her to seriously harm herself, officials said a day earlier.

The NCCIA intervention followed intelligence
shared by an international agency, which alerted
Pakistani authorities to suspicious online activity and
provided internet protocol (IP) addresses linked to the
network. According to the NCCIA officials, the girl had
become involved with an online group that assigned
her dangerous tasks.

As part of the first task, she was allegedly ordered
to poison a cat, resulting in its death. The second task
involved instructions to inflict serious harm on herself.

However, the NCCIA investigators managed to
locate the girl before she could carry out the second
instruction. NEWS DESK
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Insulin shortage
eXposes gaps

Tha shortage of an inzulin brand used by peo-
ple with disbetes has exposed the wulnerability of
its medicine supply system and tha fmited oc-
tioa avilzble to petients when mtermational manu-
facturers interrupt. production. The  Mational
Bszambly was informed on Friday that supplies
from Germary had been disrupted in October after
the manufacturer suspended them to upgrade s
products. Parliamentary Secretary for Hoalth Melsan
fizeem said the product had remaincd aveilabla
wtil ‘Sepiember, but- the interuption was aso
affecting patients in Asia, Bustralin and Burope. The
marsfaciurer's supplics, previously around 3,500
kitz, had faller to 1,000, with furthar reductions poz-
sible” diwing the yearlong upgrading process. Tha
health ministry sovs altemative msulin products with
tha same dosage and made of action are availzbla
in Pakistan and has advised patients to change
traatment only on medical adwvice. Yet availability an
paper does not mecessarily mean’ affordzbility or
umintarupted accees.

For peaple who depend an insulin, o chertage is
not an ondnary market inconvenience.  Treatment
must continue, and  switching products reguires
approphiste medical supervision. The immediate

lenge iz to ensure that patients con obtsin sut-
able akbematives ot prices thay can afford, whiles doc-
tors and pharmacsts recoive cdear guidance on
substitutions, The govemment ‘must abo axplan
what steps it &= taking o monitor stecks, coordinate
visth manufecthurers and prevent vunerabdes patients
fremi bring left saithour trestment. The disruption
rames a broader question sbowt Pakiztan's prepared-
nexss for imberruptions in the intematona supoly of
eczentidl medicmes. In August 2035, the Pakiztan
Medical Association warmed that e |east 80 impor-
tant medicines wers unavatable, mcluding 25 with no
substitutes Such warnings should prompt & srenger
systern of ‘early detection, emergency procurement
and tramsparent public communicotion.  Fationts
should not have to discower 2 medicine shartags onby
wihen they reach & pharmacy. Infemobona prodisc-
tian prablems may b beyord Pakistan's control, but
planring for: their comequances is & responsibil iy
the state camnot outzaurce.

Sindh's support for

HIV children

The Sindh Labour Trepantment's decisian ta
provide monthly financial assistance of Rsd0,000
ta mathers of 157 children living with HIV is & wel-
come steg towarss supporting famil ies facng tha
medical and financial challanges of the disease;
Thie assistamce i interided to help cover nutrition-
& naeds, treatmant axpenses and othar p=zzaritial
costs pssociated with caring for affected children,
For houschaids already wnder financial pressure,
regular support can make a meaningful ditference,
particularly when medical cara requares sustainad
attention.. Officials =ay bark accounts have baen
apened for the mothers of 115 children, 2nd ATM
cards: have been issued to facil itate payments. The
children ara ragistersd at bwo Harachi hospitais:
130 ot Kulswn Ba Yaliks Hospital and 27 ot
Landhi. Hospital. The dopartment has also
zpprovad a Rs2 billion endowment fund to sup-
port treatment-refated ospersas; Taken together,
these measures indicate a recognition that tha
neads of children lising with HIY axtend beyond
hospital treatmont. Their fomilios  maoy reguire
nistrittanal support, regular madical consuitations
and financial assistance ower an-exterded period.
Fublic policy must recognise these connectled
needs rather than treating healthcare 2= an isalat-
2d puperse. The indiative doserves appraciation
for placing wulnerable childran ‘and their care-
givers at the centre of 2 walfare intervention

However the value of this assistance will wlfi-
mately depand on . ifts continwity, transparent
administration and reach. Official: have not claris
fied how long the monthly payments will continue,
while amangements for the romaining ‘boneficiar
ies hawe yat to be fully sxplained. The government
should publizh clear edigibility criteria, payment
schedules and datsils of how the RsZ gi"‘ll:ﬂ
endowment fund will be menaged. |t should alzo
ensure that all eligible familizs can access assis-
tance without tnnocessary dalays or complicatad
procedures. Their right 1o heafthcans, nutrition,
education and dignity must be protected. Sindh
has takan & constructive step, but it must now turn
this announcement into 2 dependabla . pro-

QrETTHa -

The Unrestrained Rise of
Femicide in Latin America

The parcentage of
reported cases of
famicide in Latin
America is
comparatively low
bacause of the
distrust of families
in the justice
system and society,
s the
investigations of
thess casas ara
mestly blased or
inzufficient,
Furthermere, in
sarme states, it |s
still not recognized
as a crima,
Countries llke
Brazil,
Mozambigue,
Honduras, the
Dominican
Republic, ete.,
have the worst
situation,

Impunity leads to
tha arosion of
trust in judicial
institutions. The
cases ralatad to
femicide often
face a lack of
inveatigation and
nagligence in
punishing
perpetrators.
Mastly, the
criminal justice
system is not
effective snough
to provide justice.
Far these reasons,
men became mora
fearlass in
cammitting this
crime, and women
lose confidence in
national
institutions,

Famicide-tha gender-maotivated
murder of woman-remains a pervase
ghobal oreis, with Latin Amenca regart-
ing thousands of wictims anmuafhye Driven
by systemic mizogyny, |2ck ot legslation,
and childhood trauma, perpetrators
oparate within & cultura of impunity
fueled by irstitutional bizs and public
wictim-blaming. In' response, feminist
masements I:ic Maran Warde acievely
cemand reform. Combatting femicide
raquires strict nda of ke woman's palit-
ical participation, and ‘educaticnal
awareness to dismantle gender-basad
wiolance.

The word “femacde” was primarily
wzad by Jobn Carmy in 180 10 denots
the killing of 2 woman. This concapt fur
ther gamed poputanty in the late 1970

when the fampows
writer and human
nghis  activist D

Ciona Ruzsell from
the  United Stxtes
uzad it Lo indicate the
maurder of women by
men because of their
gonder. Those men
are  usually  family
mambars or intemate
partmers. . it iz tha
warst form of gen-
derbased viclanca m
tha maodarn warld.

JAWERIA

instead of demanding an imeestigation,
Far axample, 3 woman ramaed Lesny was
murdered on har university campus n
Mlewice City. # was an avident caza of
femicide, but poople, instoad of
demanding justice, started blaming her
far being drunk and having o party. Al
these things should never be the justh-
cation for murder.

Tha faminist movament emerged in
Laten dAmersca im the 19605, aler
decados of viclence against women by
men. All the women doprived of basic
human rights {IWALL including the right
of access 1o justice, freedom of speech,
pte., activery parbcpaeted in these mave-
ments. The mest popufar feminist move-
mient nowadays iz “Marea Verda” (Groen

Waee}, symbolizad by a green handker-
chief. It =terted in tha
aarky Z000s in

Argonting and gainod
p-:upul:n:'f l=ter on. |E
waorks  for  woamen's
reproductive  rights,
catoty. and autonomy.
Oing of its key =uccess-
o5 is  |egisiation on
aartion m .br%l:ntina.
Maxica, and Colomitea.
Women in Latin
Smarica are now
actively participating in
these movemantis to

MNASEEM

The mosE recent ensure  thoir  basic
report by tha United Jmweria Nassam 5 currently human rights

Nations ‘Women e gy R S, There are saveral
shaws that the femi- ™ = difteront  cousos  od

these violent activities,
From a femirist per-
spective, tha roeason in
Latim Amarican coun-

il R i B s e Int=rmaticnal R=lations om
girl iz commitkad Irter ratierad Blamie Lrivaraing
avery minute all over slamabad
the world

Latim America is
ana af the mast

sevarely aflected regions by femicide
.l!u:|:ur|:|::lng to tha Economic Commsssan
for Latin® &merica and the Canbbean
(BCLACE in 2023 the reported victims af
fomicida in 27 countries of Latin Amernca
warg 3897, Thiz mears 11 women wora
beirg killed every day.

After experiencing higher rates of
gender-based walence, the corsendion
was named the “Balem do Para
Canvention” in 1994 during the sesson
of the Organization of Amencan States
In this conwention, the wviolenco against
wamen was idontified 2= a wiolation of
human rnghts. It was recognized that
wamen should bo giean the opportunity
to live their lives ta the fullest withaut
any faar of not being secure in the envi-
ranmaent arcund them

45,000 Women and Girls Killed by
Family Memioers in 2021

“45,000 Women and Girls Killed by
Family Members in 2021" by Statista is
ticaremad under CC BY-ND 4.0

The percentage of reported cases af
fomicrde i Labin Amencs is compara-
trwely low becouse of the dstrust of fam:
ilies in the justica system and sooiety, as
the inwostigations of these cases are
mostly  biased  or  imsufficient
Furthesmiare, in seme states, it s bl not
o izod as a crima. Coundries lika
Brazil, Morambique, Honduras, tha
Crominscan Eupul:-lic etc., hawve: tha
warst sthuaticn.

The Matianal Fublic Security Systam
af Mexico reported that n 2027, the
numbar of women killed was 2104 and
T34 of them were cases of femicide. In
mast cases,” peopla in society stark the
charactar assassnation of & woman

tries iz social disoimi-
nation agairst wamen

in socialy. This inequality leads to wia-
lerice against women (VAW and bisses
in providing justice. The men commit-
ting femicide aro not held sccountabla
far their brudal activns by the gowern-
ment, aven in this cecular and liberal
wordd. This coerced women to demand
thair nghts on the streals through
pratasts ond femenist movemants. s
tho anly way through which ‘women
gninad the attention of glebal human
rights organizations and pecple workcng
far the nghts of wamen. Mow the worst
situation of women in Latin America iz
seen all aver the world,

fnathar couse of high rates of femis
cide in tho region is the lack of legisla-
tion on this matter Many countries still
don't hawva amy sewers punishmant far
the persons committing this cime. n
same countries, it is not considerad a
=@ripus crime, ewen if M iz ssocsted
with domestic abuza. Howewver, it is dif-
ferent fram domestic violence. Tha
majority of men perpetrate this crime
dua ta child hood trauma. such a= e
riencing and witnessing the abusive
activities committed by their father, fac-
ing rejection and I'IEJ;QEI‘H:I:I from par-
ents [ospecially fatherst in growing
years, a record of family violence, finan-
cial mstability, etc.

Imparity baads to the eration of trus:
m judicial mstitutians. The cases redated 1o
femicide often face a lack of investigation
arsd ragligence in punishing perpetrations.
Ilostly, the criminal justce systemn is nok
efective: enough to provide justics. For
these reasons, men becoma maore fearless
in commikting this crimie, and women |
confidence in national instiutions.

Can US-China Al Talks Prevent Future Cyber Arms Race?

Wiith the U5 and
Chinn preparing for bilat-
eral Al safety t=lks fal-
lowing. a massie rogue
Al attack on Hugfin%
Face, tha nsing nsk o
autariomaus,  Al-driven
cylbar oparntions
demanids imenadiate
attenbon Whilks technical
riealny  makes  Compre:
homsive capability | imits
unlikedy, both powars
miust  establish  direct
commurication channels
ared enforce strict bumian
cortrod over high-impact
pperatians. - Strategic
stability regures estabs-
lizhing guardrails to pres

ABRAIZ ALl
AHMAD

bbrez Al Ahmad iz an
iriernationsl relstions student =t
the Lrivemfty of Sarat

not simply that A1 will
make  cyberattacks mare
poesertul, but also that the
stratagic campatitian
cawd encowrage both
powers bo develop offene
swe Al capabalities faster
than they develop medcha-
risms to cantrel them.
The wpcoming dia-
logue comseguently pras-
entz A nanrow but crucial
opportunity. 'Washington
and Beging de not need
to resohee their broader
techrical  rivadry,  Thay
rieed 1o prevent that rval-
ry from producng o
cybersecurity diemma in
which increasngly

vent rapid, automated
escalation
Cn Sepiember 4, 20025, Rewlors repor-
ed that the U5 and Ching are preparing for
their first afficial biateral tof ks focused exchy-
sively on Al =afety, tentatively planned for
mid-Septermnber. Washington wanis tha U5
China talks to address &l-directed cybearat-
tacks and hms proposed cooperation
beteraen US and Chinesa Al laboratories to
meoritor and share information abow such
throats. The proposed dislgue comes days
after cybersecurity researchers and Oipandl
reparted thet 700 rogue Al agents had
attacked the &l startup Hugging Fece in July
and attempied to conceal it
Both states hold data certres and head-
ﬂuartcr': for Opend| and Anthropic. Thesa
evalopments point to a prablem neither
‘Washington nar Beijing can acdress through
tachmolegical competition alone. Mow, Al &
meaxing from a too used by cyber cperators
ta & potential actor capable of camying out
complex operaticns with |imited human
interferenca. I curent times, the US =nd
Chna are competing extensively for |leader-
ship in advanced Al The danger is therefora

asutonamows  =ystems,
uncertan altrtubons, and

compressed deciion-making make escale
tians harder to control

I & systems start |aunching crborattacks
with lezs human intersention, it may becomae
difficult to know who immched the attack,
which leads governmenis to hawe very little
wiredow o understand what happened
befcre making o deosion on how o
respond. B can fuenca small cyber inodant
into n larger corflict

Yo, expecting the W5-China &1 12l ks 1o
produce maaningiul constraints on Al
enabled cyber opomtons may be owerdy
cptimistic. The fundamental obstacls i not a
Inck of mwareness shout the rides, bul iha
strategc walue af the capabil ites irmeahead.
Faor Washington and Bejng, tho noressing
w=a of Al is commected to economic compeot-
itrveness, miltary efficiency and national
soruity, hleither side has the incentives fa
chow the capabilities, wulberabiities, and
limitations of the systems that could provida
an acvartage cwer the othee

filsg, there is a legitmate concem that
infarmation sharing could creste a secunty

paradax. Grealer trarsparency about how
one country detects or defends against A-
enabled cyber operations could provide tha
country with waluable intelligence sbout its
defensve structures. Semilary, agreging to
restnctions. on sutanomous cybear capabii-
tizs could bacome problemotic d one sida
agraes, but the other side continues devel
oping such sysiems in secret. From this paint
of wicw, cooperstion without werilication

could weaken determenca  rather  than
=trengthen stabil ity

This scopliosm s particularly  rolovant
becai=e the US and CThina do not approach
technalogical securty from identical strate-
gic pasibonz. Washirglon is corcernad
about mamtaning its technelogical edge
and prevenling advanced capabilibes from
being used against Amancan mterests, whila

Beijing has its own incontres oo reduce
dependence on forgign technology and
strengthien its strategic autonamy. Their
braader deputes aver semiconductors, toch-
ralogy contralz and militany comipettion
make it difficult 1o separate Al salety from
larger rivalry

Thiese constrairts, hosavar, do rok maks
cooperation irrakevant. Thoy change what
coopration should realistically seek to

achieyn. The objective should not be a com-
prehensive. agreement requinng either sida
to disclase sersidive &1 capabiliies or abane
don offensive cyber research, Such an agree-
ment woud be difficut 1o negotiate and
ewen harder to wenify. A maore practical
approach would focus on reducing tha cor-
sequences af miscalculation

This distinction matters because strate-

g stability does mot abvays requere trust.
Cwring pericds of miense mealry, states con
=till estabish mechanisms designed to pre-
vert an incident from escalating beyond
thair controd. Tha same logic can apphy to Ak
enatled cyber opemtions.

Th firsk priceity showld therefore be a
direct communication mecharism for seriows
fil-related cyber incdaonts. IF 2 attack
against critical infrastructure ooours, the abi-
ity ko communicabe rapid by coud give both

cwormments time to establish attribution
clorn assuming that the inodient represents
any state's ‘action.  This would not prevent
gither country from responding to genure
aggression; it would reduce the nsk of a
response bazed on incomplete nformation.

The second pricrity sheuld be the
human  control  awer high-impact
aulanomols cyoer operadions. The iswee &
not whether &1 shauld be allowsd to assist
cyberseourity. K already does and ncreas-
ingly does =o. The most important question
iz whether an awtonomous System should
be poermitied to mdependently mitizta
actions capable of significant disruption
beyond the orginal target.

The best outcome of this propozed die
lo-gue is that ‘Wishingtom and Besjing should
build = legal framewark on a fow prncioles:
commurication, transparency soout thrambs,
arvd humian control. Communicatian can sim-
ply make trarspors masior, Can raduca
miscalcations, and ;3;: both states idantif
the threats as Alenabled. Bven thowgh aili
these measures dion't o iminate the threat of
A cyberaar or attack. Mar does # ol imnate
the curend reealry between Chire and 1ha
LS. Bun it con shaps tha wey of rivaly
betwoen the states.

The upcoming dialogue should Be abla
to apen a vandow For both states before this
probiem becomes a enss. Tho guestion &
simpda; whether the US and China can dewd-
oo restrard to encure that an Al-directod
ri.:'btrracn does not take the place of human
abil ity to corbrad
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Gwadar needs proper traffic
management

CGrwadar is undergaoirg significant changes as
infrastructure dewelopment and ::-mmun:iaﬁ::r.n*-
ity axpand under the China-Pakistan Economic
Cemdor {CFEC) Once a ralatively quiet coastal
town, it is increasingly emenging as an important
centre of economic activity. Howaver, the growth
of the city hes also ncreased presure oo its
roads, exposing weaknesses in an essential area
of whan planning: trafic management.

The absance of functioning traffic zignals =t
majar intersecttons has becoma & concern for
motorists, pedosirians and residents. Duning busy
howrs, vehicles approach junctions from dilerent
directions without cloar guidance, resulting in
congastion, delays and potentially dangarous sit-
uations. When drivers must rely enti on par
zonal judgement ta navigate ooawded intarsec-
tions, the likelikood of confusion and accidents
inCreases.

Areas such 23 Marine Drive, Airport Boad and
central . marketz requirn particular attenticn
because of their mmpariance to daity movemant
and commercial activity. Pedestnans, especialh
schogdchildren and older pecple, can fece diHl:ur-.
ties crossing busy raads where trafhc is not prop-
oy regulated. These conditions raise seriaus
quastions about road safety and tha cily's pre-
paredness for further urban growth.

Trafic signals =re .a basic comgonent of an
organised transgort sysiem. When imstaled o
appropriate locations and maintained propory,
they help regulate wehicle movement, establish
clear nght-of-way rules and improve pedestrian
safaty. However, signals alone cannot solve eyery
trafic problem. Effective enforcement, wvisible
read markings, pedestrian crossings and public
awaranass aro aqually important

Gwadar's growing @conomic  significance
makes timaly action essential. As new projects
aktrack more residents, busnesses and wisitors,
traffic valumes may mcrease fwther Delaying
improwaments cowld make congestion mone diffr
cult to manage and raise the risk of senious aco-
dents. Urban development should therefore
imclude: practical moasures that protect residents
and suppart ‘eHicient mavement

The municipal admirisiration and  traffic
police should nesess major intersections and idan-
tify locations whera traffic signabs are ungently
reguired. & comprohensve traffic management
plan showd accompany their installation, with
regular maintenance, enforcement of traffic rules
and awareness camgaigns for drivers and pedes-
trians. Road planning shauld alio account for the
necds of poople who walk rether than travel in
vehicles.

Gwadar's future depands not only on major
infrastructure projects but also on the quality of
everyday public sarvices, Safe roads, ordedy

intersecticns and ral iabde trathc managemant are
casential to a functioning modern city, Addressing
these needs naw would improve ressdants’ daily
iwes and help onrswe that Gwadar's economic
development is supported by adeguate urban
infrastruciura.

SHAYHAQ SIRA]
Gwadar

Cancer care needs greater
attention

Cancer ha: become a major public health
challenge worldasde, claiming millions of lives
every yeor, Pakistan iz also facing a growing bur-
dan, wih nearly 190,000 new cases and 120,000
related desths reported annually, according to
2022 estimates from the nternational &gency for
Research an Carcer (LARC].

Seweral factors can increase the rick aof cancer,
indudirg tobacca usa, unhealthy diets, obesity,
physical inactivity, air pediition; harmful axposure
to sunlight, certain infections and genetic ors
Howewer, the dsease’s impact is mada worse
when patiants are unable to obtain an eardy diag:
nosis or access affordable treatment. Many pEﬂp?ll
discover thesr condition al an advanced stage
becsuse special isad hospitals are concentrated in
major cities, medicat facilities - are limited in
remate arcas-and reatment costs remain beyond
the reach of many famil ies.

Pakistan has soveral instititions providing cam
cer care, Thase indude Shaukat Khanum demeonial
Cancar Hozpital and Research Certres in Labare
and Fechawar, hospitals operated by tha Pakistan
Atomic Energy Commission, Sga Khan University
Hozpital in Karachi and Indus Hospital, which pro-
vides cancer troatmenl sereces. Howewsr, the
aailabifity of such institutions dogs ned remove
the difficuties faced by patiants wha live far away
ar cannat afford private healthcara.

The government must make cancer pravertion
and trestmert a stronger public health pricity
Mwarsness campagrs can help peopla understand
risk Factors and recognize woming signs, while timse-
Iy medical carsultatiores can improve tha chences of
cary datection. Public hospites alse need madern
diagnastic equipment, traned doctors and affoed:

e medicnes. Grester Fvestment in trestment
faci ities outside major dties would help pationts
zrooid expeonsive ond axhausting journeys.

Cancer care =hould not depend on a persan's
incoma or place of residence. With sironger pro
wenkicn pragrammas, -soccessible scroening and
sustamed imvestment im healihcare, Pakistan can
raducea the burden of this disease ond ofer
patients o betier chance of survival.

AShih Cunye L
Lshore

Rethinking Water Security in

Instead of waiting
for a similar
incident to happen,
countrias like
Pakistan should
take it as a sign
and make
arrangements.
Water protection
and presarvation is
not just a public
sarvice, but it's a
matter of national
interast and

On July 24 and 27, 2024, more than 30
water systems.in Kinnasota wera hit by cyer-
sttacks. & fow days laker, matching esploits
ware lodged in other US states. By Sugust, i
was recorded that water systems in 12 states
haad been impacted. In soma regions, worcers
failed to maintain control of paris of thair sys-
temsz and had to handie them manually. Tha
attacks did rat contaminate the water or causs
significant damage to anyona, but they mada it
avident how & problom that starts om a
machine can reach something as basic a3z the
water we drink.

This . inckdant may seem  like something
ramote from aur daily lives. But consider what
happars when we tun on 2 tap We oxpect
water to came out withowt ary reconsidera-
tion. Beneath that seamimgly simple action,
howewer, thore are pomps, machines, and come

putar sysiems operating col-
lectively. §f somecns gains
conmtred - of  these tystems,
even for a while, standard
oporations. | can | imstantly
become complicated issuas
Tha  hackers in theso
attacks did not need to
broach somae impossible com-
puter systems. Thay bt small
devices called programmabla
legic controllers, or PLCs.
Thesa devices help contred
pumps, prassares, and other
parts of watar systems. Some
of these devices are connect:
gd ko the internet and have
poor security. In some scanar-
irs, hackers changed pass-

)

India vs. China in Ladakh

Inctia's availakle
manpowear slands at
G222 480,340 with
538 flighter jats,
8,685 armored
vahicles, 10
dastroyers, and 1&
subrmarines.
However, India's
military appears to
be fraying,
indicated by sub-
par flghter jats that
are unable ta
defend effactively
in the event af a
conflict. Thia was
ineraasingly evident
when Pakiatan shot
dawn lndia's
Russtan-made MiG-
21 Blson, a fightar
jot first flown in
1954, with U.5.-
made AIM-120 sir-
to-alt missile, thus
Mlustrating the nesd
for India to update
its fleet and Beanefit
frem advanced
techralagy
provided by
defensa contractors
spanning the EU
and the United
States.

Whiills India's awer-
Imvested rmalitary =
parthally starved in
its berdesing
ragmna, It shaduld be
nated that this
mizshap dlustrates a
lack of coordination
in Itz logistieal
dalvary. Desplte its
military spendlng
fising by 5.8% o
4.1 Blllion In 2019,
such mistakes could
ba costly far India
aver the larg-run. 1t
it fiaw clear that the
issue ot stake hars
isn't India's
axpanditure on (ts
vintage atmy, which
appaars 1o prioritze
the wrong areas, but
the inakility of its
military to streamline
lagistical suppart far
its land and maritime

traops.
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SHEHZADI NAJAF

theheadi Majaf = fnternatonal
Rrations studons &t the Linlvarsity

of Biujraz

The omgaing skirmish im Ladakh against
China has cxposed the Indian military's
capabilibes. Although Indiz has the third-
largest defernce budget in tha warld, its con-
ventional and cutdated mil itary approachas
might cause tha state to suffer substantial
sacurity losses

Meanwhile, India's security woes contine
ue to moumt 2= CThina i3 reparted to have
annexed S0 square km of india in the dis-

utad Ladakh region, illustrating the chal
enges facing its ill-served and stretched mil-
itary. This was confirmad by 2 senior Indian
formy sowce and suggests that the recent
escatations in the disputed region show no
signs of easing

Whilst  all thiz  has
pocurred r:i:\untl:.'. Indra's
responzse has been tepid, 2=
it contimues io balance the
ccomamic implications  of
geopalitical cutcomes in tha
region and s response to
the said sttacks. Admittadly,
a full-zcala military conflict is
reat und faly and India, undar
wuch circumstances, will be
expected  to  retaliate
Although such an outcome
can be wiewed as myopic

ivaly in tha avent of a conftict. This was
imcreasingly evident when Pakistan shot
gawn Imdha's Russian-made BMiG-21 Bizon, a
fighter jel first flown in 1956, with U.5..
made ARE-120 mrto-mir mizsie, thos illoe-
trating the nead for india to update its fleot
and banaht from advanced tachnaology pro-
vided by defense contractora sparning the
EU and the Unitad States

Logking mare braadly at India's military
capabidities, one finds that years of undar-
investment and a lack of coordmation havo
turther impeded its military supremacy
against the fikes of Pakistan and China, and
pat the disputsd arca of Kashmir 2t rsk of
further Pakistani encroachment. The recent
mssault by China in tha
Ledakh region & sympto-
matic of the broader vuiner-
sioilities of India, especially
af its army, whens iroops in
high' aftitede arcss do mob
have acoass to show gog-
gles, which are indispernza-
bla for the blizzard-prona

ZOTHE,
Furthermare, multipur-

o pose boots ad d to the
snow-cappod  |andscapes

are equally inaccessibla by

and :nmterprndu:tn.'n. it
will nonetholess  project
Incka's strength &= @ mil itary

HENRI KOUAM

P=an i an economizt and
corinbutar to Mty policy, &

india’s mil itary sccording
to ‘@ rmeport: by the
Comptrofier and Auditor

muperpower in the region
i iz, tharefore, jogcal 1o

shink tark

General (THG). Maoreawer,
net only is requisie food

ask how Indiz’'s military is
farimg in the regan com-
parad - ko its counterparis snce  nuoctoar
weapons donot fully reflect a country's mili-
tary capahilities. & range of factors such as
the coordination of & decentrabized military
response - apt for such outcomees with Chins
and |ndia - resporse bmas and logistcal sup-
port are indspensable to an effective coun-
toraszault.

Az such, to meraly eguate dndia's abil ity
to respond to attacks to its nudear capabili-
ties grossly. dlustrates a bess comprohernsive
approach to anahzing it ground amnd air
|:a||:|a|:|i|i|:in"_.'. Cine shouid, therefore, look at
mil itary capabilities and the abdity 1o
respond as two zeparate parts of a whole,
wvihich, if credibly and effectively esccuted.
could restore India’s bordar presence and
redica the ssourity mishaps

Ml Mary Sponding arldFMam-umr Wiigh
in Farwor of China

China is one of tha largest military
spenders in the wordd, with the offical mili:
tary budget, according 1o China's finance
ministry, declared &t £177 billion, ewon as
somao analysts sea this number much higher
2t 82461346 billian. On the ather hand, the
Stockhoim  Internotional Feace Research
Imstitute (SIFRD puts Indea’s deferse budget
et £71.1 billicn, making it the third-largest

reder inthe wodd A rather quick broak-

own is warrarmed in order to fuly assess its
capahilities across tha regian.

Indin's available manpower stands at
£22, 480 340 with 538 fighter jets, B.E86
armared vehicles, 10 destroyors, and 16
submarines. Howewer, India's military

appears ta be fraying, indicated by sub-
fighter jets that are unable to defend effec:

far high-altitude  aroas
absent tar saldiers in tha
Siachen and Ladakh region but they are alza
axposed to inadeguate nutrtion that makes
them unfil to respond ko an othersioe far
gated Chinese assault.

A W Revamp

Wihile India's owveranvested military =
partially slarced in its bardering regions, it
should be moted that this mshap illustrates a
Inck of coordination in s |ogstical delivery.
Crospite its military spending risng by 5.8%
to 741 billion m 2019, =such mistakes could
b coatly far indin over the langrrun. 18 is now
chaar ihat the isua ot stake here isn't India's
expenditure. an its wntage army, which
appears ta prioritize the wrong areas, but tha
inahil ity of ds military to straamlira logistical
supgart for its land and mardtime troaps.

Faor exampla, India's deckion to @gn a
Memorardum of Undemstanding [Moli with
Fussia to upgrada its amphibous capabil ities
and irain |1=%|r:-ul. will go o bang way to shoro
up canhidence, but this should ot take
precedence over the full senacing of ils
amad forces. The fadure to addross thesa
shortcomings embolden the Pakistani mili-
iary, seriing as the anchor for future attacks,
should Fakistan sense any weakness @ China
pushes for groater terrain in the temitory.

China’s expamsionist tendencies are
und#ely o cede unbl it emorges as the
regional hegomon, ‘while Pakistan = finoncial-
by=driven suppart and mutual disdan for India
will see it fex its military musde in the noar
term, India’s vintage military cannct ba
uncersiated as it possesses nucloar weapons
that are nonetheless lethal, but it has = gree:
deal to ose fram an cotcome that priantizes
nuclaar waapons

& poor passwaord or an
ﬂi:‘ unsale connection may lock

lee o small meue, but when
5 that device cantrals o waler
system, the comeguences
can ba much bigger.

Thera is nlsa anothear
mamentous aspect of this
story. At thet juncture, LS
i officialz were also inquiring
whether lran-linked hackers
weare behind this. Earlier,
almast idertical tactics had
been wsed by Iran-inked
groups against water facili-
tics. Howewer, officials had
net publicy made = final
deciion about wheo cariad
out these attacks. This mat-

security. Public
sectors, including
schools, homes,
hospitals, and
industries in fact,
everything
depends upon . H
the systems
responsible for
water supply are
attacked, then this
problem can
instantly affect all
octher sectors of

society,

wards
and

setting=, making it od-
ficult for the poople
administening the
watar systems ta man-
age them. ‘Workers
then had to toka ower
manuatly.

This iz what makes
this whala evamt woi-
some. [ was not signii-
cantly about an excel-
lent picce aof technalao-
gy Somatimes. the
groatest issue s a fage
ile =ecurity system. &
device that controls
such sersitive services
should not be left opan
to the mternet without
povarful surveillance.

ter iz significant because

finding out who is behind a
cybarattack is often difficult. Hackers can con-
ceal their identity, =e atemative systems, and
make an attack ook as if it came fram some-
whars alze,

This case becomes even harder to overook
duz to itz tming. Just a few days before the
attack, onm advizory had aolready named the
devices that were being targeted, and it warned
the autherties to protect them. Some systems
took the waming seously and toock necessary
actions. Cihers ignared it and becamie the ones
wo are now reading about.

The broader implications are naot only for
the United States. ¥ 2 country like the US4 wilh
substantial economic and techrical resolwrces
can face difficulties while preserving its watar
systens, then countnes with daficient resawres
shpauld be womied. Mamy small watar systems
do not hawve large cybersecurity teams or
ernsugh monsy to corstantfy update their tach-

the Age of Cyber Attacks

realagy. This means that ald equipmant, waak
asswords, and unssfe intemel connactions can
Eu:q:lmn easy points of entry for attackers.

Irstead of waiting for a similar incident 1o
hapgan, coundries | ike Falestan should take it as
a sign and make arrangemants. Water protec-
tion and preservation s not just a public serice,
but it's & matter of nationad intzrest and securi-
ty. Fublic sectors, incleding schools, homes,
hospitals, and industries in fact, everything
depands upon it i the systems responsible for
water supply are attacked, then this problem
can instantly affect alf other sectors of society

This doesn't mean at all that every water

stom iz uridar imminent thraat of sttack. i

so do-esn't imply that US attacks caused hupga
devastation. Indeed, empincal avidenca ind-
cates that reported damage was limited, and
functional ity of water systems was restored.
Diespite all this, waiting E—r a major. disaster 1o
oocur instead of improving the secunty systoms
would be n huge mistakae.

The answer doos not atways have o be
expensive or complicated, Water authorities
reed ta know which systems aro connacted ta
the inlemel, protect them with strong securi-
ty and regularly check for wesknesses.
Warkers also need basic cybersecurity tram-
ing. Bfost importantly, govermments should
check critical infrasiructure bofore an attack
happans, not atter

For mast people, cybersecumty fFeels |ike a
prablem for barks, phones, or compuies. Tha
recent attacks in the United States show that it
iz much bigger than that. Today, a cyberattack
can reach the systerns bichind the water tap, the
phactricity sastch, or other services we se oo
day. The real lessen i simple: in o digital warld,
protecting basic services also means protecting
tha courdry Pakistan should learm this fesson
rave, while thers is still tme to prepare,



Four kids killed Young doctors urged to
promote research,
technology

as van plunges
into ravine in
Neelum Valley

Four chilgnen were killed and three other peopio wene
infured when & van @rrying ihem oA madrassh plurged
into 2 raving in the upper reachos of Neekm Valley on
Sabunday, officials said

Megumn Valley Detact Deaster Managemant Otecer
Akhiar Syoub ==wd the wan wes travelling from Magdar,
ataut 22 kiomeltres from the disirict headguartess of
Athrmugam, via the Kecsn bypass link road when #
pariged inbo a ravine.

“The accident ccoured arourd B:30am rear Ghorrey
Makizh Mo in Magdar, barely half & klometne into the
Joumey, as the driver negotiatod a shamp berd, ™ he ssidl

Tha wan punged moee than 500 metres off the moad
into a rocky ravine, killing three dhidnon on the spot and
initially injarng Jour other cooupants. One of the injued
chitdren eier died at the Diztict Feadouarers Hospital in
Btk - ub ==,

TI'|:|:I:|‘=‘|-:I||..'1|!"‘li;'l“f| veare later shiffed {0 Muzafferabed for
teeatment due 1o Sheir critical conditon, he added.

Expessng griof over the los of young |ives,
Legilatve Assombly Speaker Thaughry Targ Fanoog
oxbended iz cordolences to the borcsved famrdies and
prayed far the spoady rI'.‘*EI:n'E‘I‘_['::;I:ﬂ'rI'.' irured.

"Deeply sacdenad by the loss of precious young Hives
in the tagic accident in Meehim Valiey today. My beartieh
tondoienoes. go out i the bomeaved families, ardl | pray
for the spewdy recovery of the injured,” he whote on X

“Mountan roacs domard uimost cautiors oven a
momentary lapse can hewe tragic conecuenoes: Floase
orive cansiuiy, ™ he added.

Four killed in truck-car calfision in Haripur:

&t feeat four pecple wore illed when a tnuck collided
with & car on the GT Road in 5ok, Sani Saieh, Hadpar,
Fescue 1122 ssid on Satunday. The deooaced ware identi
fied 25 1%-poarald Umar, 25-yoeroid Sof, 20-yearcid
fihsan and Z22-yoarold Shah Mir Bescue 1122 modical
poams shifted the bodies to the Trauma Cenine

diccordng bo mitial nformation, a¥ four victime
belorged to Darwesh and ware retuming So Haripur afier
astiondirg & wedding ceromony in Abbottabad when the
ACTICEN: DLCLmol. eV Dt

KP EPA launches

app (o automate
environmental
H[}I}rﬂ\fﬂlﬁ

Fhyoer Pakhtunkmwa Envionment Protection Agenoy
{EF] on Saturday faunchod & digial spplication caled
Digite Ereironmental Sszessmant and Manonng Systern
|DEAMES] to stmamiline administrrtive prooedures far e
ranmantal spprovak, reguistory compliance; erd fiold
mroritoring inko an automated, traspaent frmesoric

fccording to Juneid Khen, Socretay P Ervimonmant
Ciepartmant, DEAMS platfomn onables applicarts o oub-
mit apolications for Environmental Impact Assessments
{EL4}, Iretial Erironmeriial Exsminatians {|IEE], ard geraral
envingnmenial clearances clectnonically.

Through an integrabed digital intertace, wsars can &g
upload required documentation and 2edtls poicesaing fees
oA sy

Ta improse ervircomental oversight, appl ication fee-
tures Googmphic bfomation System (1G15) mapping capa
biRies to analyre cuact coordnatos end goographec
bourderies of proroied projects.

Ha said that this spatial mapping B cruoal for protsct-
ing wulerabfo poosystems, natural forosts, wator
nesoUnes, biodhersidy, and human sattements during the
initial plannireg stages.

Ta gusrantes doosment authenticity and  prevent
fraud, =pproval cemificaies izsued throogh DEAMS will
inchude digital signatunes and unique encrypbed werifics-
than codes for instart authentication

#aditicnally, adminstretive dazhoosrds and anadytical
took will provider real time imsighis inito pending appd ica-
tian wolumes, processing tmes, departmental podormr
anca motnos, and overll compliance with ermvirormental
e ations.

The DEAMS appd ication wes deweioped ac a jomt ven-
ture batwesn M5 Omen Eavimnment. Laboratory end
Soltons and Goo Eaoutions

Govt school
non-functional
for four years
in Daulatpur

Oowermment Primary Schood Sowan Wali in Maum
Diilripur remained |angedy non-furictionsd for four years,
depriving chidnen in the local ity of acoess to education,
arromding o residents.

The vilage is $he native arsa of 15-yearcld Waseemn
Abbes who was kiled n ar aleged car attack at a private
hoeusing socioty in Muitan.

Residenss said the school wes constructed four yoan
830 to provide educational facilities to local children, but
operabed for anly 2 few months with the esistance of a
temporany teacher before closing again

They said the schoal buiding was dedericeasding dus 1o
mroionged closune smd a lack of maintenance, forting chil
dren b travel to distant areas 1o attend closses,

Eome chidren had reponed by docontinued ther edu-
cation becase of the abzerce of a functioring schoal in
thee iocality, reasdents addpd.

They eupresaed conem over the continued closurs,
sayng the estabd ishment of the school had resed bopes of
prowiding education daser ta home. However, the lack of
teaching stafl and necesary sdmnsatve aTangements
had left the facil ity fargely urused.

Tha Education: Daparfment said efloms wenn undermey
b obtain appmoval tor the mequined budget and icaching
staff to make the achoal functional. sews Bes

Federal Minister for Planning,

Development and Special Initiatives
Ahsan Igbal on Saturday urged young
doctors to contribute to Pakistan's
development through research, modem
technology and knowledge, while
avolding fake news and protecting
patients’ confidential information.

dodressng the sewenth comwocaton 2026 of Razhed
Laiil Medica! and Cental College a5 chicl guest, ba s=d
sustanable national development required policy contine
ity, evideno-based doosion=making and groater irwest:
mant in reszanch and innovstion.

Corgratulating the graduates, he saig medicine car
ried. immerse mesponsics ity use peopio’s |ives and
heath depended on doctors' knowiedge, skils and oe-
fessional conduct. He urged them to mmember the sacr-
£cos of thor pamats and respoct the teachers who had
betlped shape thesr cansers.

Highlighting rapsa technological advence-
ments, ¥ lgbal said artifical inielligenoe and
inmowvations such #s robotic surgery were trans-
foming medical scerces. Pokisian, he sad
reoced i decioe whether to romain & cone
smer of tedhnalogios developed abmoad ot
become & country capabie of genarsting knowl
cdge, conduciing meseanch and progucing il
gwn bechnoicgy. Ho mairtaned thal Pakistan
hed sbundant, taent but neeoed to channol iz
pofontisl towands seah and imnowation 1o
address national challenoes and strengthen coo-
romic gowith. Referning to the achiowernenes of
coirTires twch as South Korea, Chine and Wistnam,
bz zaid Pakistan noeded to ecamire why atham
hed progrossed faster. Just as doctors
disgrose a1 Eress ibelom prescrb:
ing treabmend, the countny
st identdy. the obstades o8
o its. devalopment
befone cewising soiue
tians, he -added.
Tha ‘miniztar
recalied

Paidzian™ progress in defence productian, nuclear t=pe-
bifity and telecomrmunications since ndependonoe, while
notrg that poficy changes had affected investment and
development He said continuity in ecoramic pol ides was
essandial bo atiracting irsesiment and creating opportunis
ties or indusirial groeth.

Mr igbal abo cavtionad young pecple agsirat misin-
famatian and poditical polarzation, umging thiern 1o varify
infarmation circulating onsacial media i:-al%'u- bl igwing ar
sharing ik Faks news, hained and prejudice, he said, could
decpen dwisions and hawe serious comsequencoes for ind-
viduals and ooty

Emphatisrg medical sthics, he said doctors ned &
professionsl oitfigation’ to protect patienis’ privacy and
medical moords. Citing the example of Cusd-e-feam
Muehammess Al Jdirniah'’s: parsonal physician; he stressea
that conSdential ity must remain centmal to medical ‘prac-
tice. He med gradustes to trarsfom the recognition
camed theough Mares-o-Haq inlo progress in imowledoe.,
mescarch; technology and economic development undar
the yision of Marke-o-Taraqqi. Ha ako encoureged them
to contribuse o Padsian’s progross whenever they | e,

Chaiman RLK Associates Frof Dr Bashid Late #han
w2id dochors mush prowide guer iy hoalthcano without dic-
crimination batmesn fch ard poot Ho el
stressed the imporiancs of compessionate
communication with patienis ard their

aiiendants
LCEC Sababurt Khan mid pontricutng 1o
Pakictans prosperity was 8 collocthe
ponszibility and unged young peopie o
Wmaue the mast of opporiunidies avaizhle n
3 the coumtry & total of BB studerits seceived
s and medal at the corfrocation,
mchading 147 MESS gradustes from Rashid
| Letif Medicel Coffege and 41 BDS graduates
¥ from Rashid Latif Dental Colioge.
Univarsity of Healh Sciances Regsirar
%iran Fatima attended a3 guest of han-
cur. | Executive Cirector Praf
Farnukh Zaman  and
Cirgcior Zalaikha
her wene Ao pros-
i art,  while Vioe
8 Principal | Prof DOr
. Mudaszar il
H:d'nin':l:erud the
. " {oath 1o the gradu-
ating shugenis.
o Mews Dese

CM’s aide Shoaib Mirza reviews

publie facilitie

Specal Assstant to Punjgb
Chiet Minister Maryam
MNawaz Sharif, Shoaib
Mirza, visited Dera Ghazi
Khan and inspected Allama
Igbal Teaching Hospital,
the ongoing city
beautification scheme,
cleanliness arrangements
under the Suthra Punjab
mitiative and street
lighting facil ities.

of medical staf,

gence in official du

deficienciez ard im
rdiss arangements:

plete all projects &t

soribad standards.
During: hiz wisit to. Allame bl

Teaching Hospital, Mirza reviewed |inoss MEAILTES
clewnline=, medical facilities, svail-  under the chied min-
ability of medicines and sorvipez isters Suthra
being provided o patients. He vis:  Punjab mitative,

ited warious wanrds =nd mtoracied he
with pationis and their atbendanis
to irguine. about treatment, proo:
sion of medicines and tho conduct

@xpressed
sakicfaction
with the
BFTEnoEmeEnts

Teiwng motice of shortcomings
in hozpital edminstratian and negli-

the sispension of tws deputy med-
jcal supsrniendents [OMSs].
ako directed the hospital adminis-
fration to aodress ihe

Later, Mirza inspected the
orgoirg beawsificatian scheme in
Cera Ghar Khan and meviowed
the qual ity and progres of deved:
opment work. He diched the mole-
want authorities &
idenbdied shoricomings and com-

while ensuring the- pre-

Roviowing . Chioan-

s in DG Khan

Curing hiz oty sisit, he abs deced
the immedisie: repsic or seplacemont;
whese necessary, of Sy ctreatights
to impmove publ ic fecilities and mein-
tain the Sty's sappeamanoe.

Mirza said the provision of quaiis
ty healthcane, efective cleanlires
armangemenis and timaly
completon of devolop-
ment projecis - wens
among Chiaf Ministar
Maryam Mavrax
Sharifs top priorities.
He made it dear that
¥ ; :

ragligence. in those
matters would nof be
1o leraied. MEWA DESE

tigs, ha oraered
He

idantined
prave caanii

FT
o rectify the :;.-__

the earmost
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Women receive
consultations
Lo prevent
birth defects

frmund B0 women mosived medical consultations,
fol i acid supplements and preventwe health educaton ai
a camp hald i Sukkur to 'neduce the rick of oo bith
defectz affecting s baoy's breinand spne.

Thez camp and avwa noness So55an was organsed oy the
Section of Meurosurgery, Dopariment of Sungery af Tha
fign Knan Unieesity Hospital (ARt the Sind b Instituto
ot Child Heath and MNeanaobod (SICHM} Childen's
Hospital, shesd of Word Soma Bifida and Hydrooephaius
Oy abserved on Cicbober 25

The initiative was organsed in colabomtion with
Karim Tnmt, Fir Abdy Cedir Sheh: Joelars Instibate of
Medical Sciences [GIME), end SICHN here on Saturday.
Crgansars distrbsied 1,000 folic add supploments and
cducational material among  partcpents. The camp
fooused an presention of neural tube delects (NTDs],
whith gcour when the neural 1ube that devediaps ita the
brain =nd spinet cond fais b close propedy during early
E‘:\grcn::.l. Remach in Padstan hes reported NTE prowa-

no ranging from 38,6 ta 124.1 cases per 10,000 births.

Medica® experts sbessed that takrg 400 micrograms
od folic acid dady, ideally starting before concepbion, can
signilicantiy sedwce the risk Since the reursd iube nomal
by Cases within the hist 28 days efter corcoption, preven-
tan must begin tefoe many women know they ano preg-
nant. Many women only fmam sbout the imporiance of
folic mcid afer becoming pregrent, but by then, the mast
crtical stage of neurl tube development mey almady
hewg passad. Our meszage is simple that presenticn must
begin belome pregnancy, wid DO Sagib Kamran Bakshi,
dssistant  Professer and  Carsifiznt Paediatsic
Mourasiurgoon ot AKUH Dr Hafiza Fatime, Sonior
Instnictor and Consultant Meurcsurgoon et AN, sad
commmunity awaneness i oy 10 preventon.

fuwmrenoss s the firt step towands preventian, Many
WOmen are unawens mat takorg %ol ic acd bafor pregnan-
oy car hele protect their childmn fram: seriows bisth
defecs. Thmugh initistives |ike this camp, we want o
reach wamen dinsctly, provide them with refiabia irdorme-
tan, ard ercourege them to make folic add supoiemen-
tation part of their daty routine, the sad.

Ciganisers said by bBringing presentive infomation
ond suppements directly 1o the ommurdy, the initistive
mims ko promote pre pregnancy cane ard) neduce the bure
den of prevantable birh dedects in the regian wews bess

Sindh proposes
$30m biogas
projects

The Sindh govemment has proposed 2 330 milion
biogas dewelopment project to esteblish fre cendral ized
facilities in Hyderabad, Sukourn, Minpukhes, Larksna 2ng
Shabeed Berazitatbad, siming to oroduce 1-20,000 oubic
rrtres of biogas, 53,000 cubic metnes of bicmethare and
45 sonnes of omganic feridizer daily by procesing livesiock
marudre inbo dean erergy and agrcuitural inputs.

fccording to official documents available with Wealth
Paiiziar, the proaect, tithed “Bic-Gas Dovolopmant Project
for Susiminable Wtematives Towards Affordzble Enongy™,
iz designed to promote renewabie enengy, nedivce reliarce
on foced fueds, capiure medbars emissons and sirengihesn
Ere gy tecurity aonoss the prowince.

The proposed faciities are expacted to holp avaid
appraximaiety 250 000 tonnes of carbon dioxide equne
mignt emissions annually, with cumulative reductions
prajected at five millian tornes ower 20 years, eccord-
irg to tha dacument.

Under the proposed oesign, the praject will com-
prizse tive centralisad anserobic manure treatment and
biogas production facil ites, mupporied by collection
and’ slarage’ gysiermns, digesters, foedstock hard ling
infrastnicture, biogas uogreding and purification units,
gas slorege facilities, and organic fedil fzer processing
and testing arrangements.

The indatve aims to convert | ivestock manee inta
usahle epergy while praducing arganic fertil izar, creat-
ing green employmont: opportumities and deweloping
sitanable tusiness mode ks arcund Boduel production
and waste managemiort. HEW HESK

First snowfall attracts tourists to Galiyat

The first snowfall of the winter
seasan has transformed the
tourist destinations of Gal yat
into a scenic winter landscape,
with 110 1.5 inches of snow
recorded in Nathia Gali,
Changla Gali, Dunga Gali and
surrounding areas.

Tourisis ane armving in-1he egion 1o
enjoy the snowe-covensd mountains and
luzh groen wvalleys, while the Galiyaz
Devpiopmant Authonity (G0W} has come-
pleted necomsary arrangements o faci -
tate visibors

Acoonrding to the G044, =now clear
enoa operations have beon camied out ta
cleas roads for traHic, which is curmantly
flowing smoocthly. The relevant stalf &
menitoring the Sluaton o ensune the
safedy of tourists and nezsidents.

Mearrahie, Abbattsbad Traffic Polics
hees issued & special advisory; orging
motorizts. to- awvaid unneoossary trewel,
drive-at reduced spaeds, maintain & ratz
distanoe batwear schides and avoid pare-
ing in ameas wilnerabio - to |andslides:
Towisis hewe aloo boon advised o use des-
ignaled parking anas and follow the
instrurtionsof traffic police personned

The traffc police’ has shed tavellers
to contact helpling 1915 for amsistance and
uged visilom bo chooree syiphy precals
tions while enjoying the snowfal

Snowfall has begim in werious aees

ot Gal iyat, prompting Abbottabed Podica
bo issue @ safaty edvisory for tourisis and
urging them to take precachonary moss-
ures while travalling.

ficcording to the disiricr admipisime
tioe on Saiurdey, with snowdall incressing
the rik af slippary roads, msidents and
viitars heve been advised bo avoid unnoc:
cosary trawel. - On the directives -of
Abboatabiad Ciztrict Pol ice Officer Hammon
Rashid ¥han, police posornel hawe been
doployed along major roeds and fourist
spois in Galiyat to quede visitars and pro-
vide amcisiance dwing omergences
Palipa have advsad touriziz to chock tha
latest  weather conditionz betore ‘seating
ot and follow irstructions sved by the
retgwant autharities,

They have also been unged to inspect
tramir. webicles bres, birakes ardl sssandia
cqupment one trawolling, Matorists
hiesws been nsinucicd fo ariver Sowly on
d ippesy. moads and avoid dangemis orer
txicrg o provent accidents. Toursts ane
abso sdvised bo carny warm cathing, amsan:
tial medicines, drinking watsr and emer
gency suppdies. Travel thould be . pasts
paned i weather conditions deteriorate or
mady became unsafs. Abbottated Palice
=id permonrel mman deployed at key
mads and tounst destnations toarRsun
visitors' cadoty. Tolriss fadng ary difficuley
o emengency can ceak assstance from the
nearesi police deployment Az snowdall
begins in Saligat advisory Smued for
touwrists S a? haz begun i vanous
arems of Galiy=s, prampting Abtatt=bad
Pal icer 10 mswe & safety advizony for tourists
and urging ‘them o tsae precsutionany

miasdnes while travaliing:

fccording to the dstrict administra:
thar ion Saturday, with snowrall incressing
the rick of =lippery roads; rezidents and
vizitors have besn advised to awosd
unnecessary. travel:

Cn the directives of Abbatiabad
District Police Cfficer Harpon Rashid
Ehen, police personnel have bean
Siopicyed along major roeds and tounst
spots in Galiyat Yo guide wvisidors and
provics assistance duting omengencics.

Palice hase agvizad tourists b

check the latest weather condi-

tmns bafone sattng out and fol
low retniclions isued by the
melevant authorities. They have

been wrged to mspect thair vehicle’s tynes,
brakes ard essential equipmant beionm
travoling. Motonsts have been matructed
o arnie slowly on slippery mads and evoed
dergemous overtating. to prevent acos
deris. Toursts ame akbo sdvised to carry
wanm clothing, essentis| medicnes, drrks
irig water ard emengency supplios. Travel
should b postponed # weather conditions
diieriorale or oads become unsa.
Abbotiabad Folice w=d pesornsl
remain depioyed at ke mads and bousist
destiretiors 1o ersure visitors” safety
Tourists facing any difficulty o &
Cmorgancy can seek matic
tance from the noerest
police depioymont. E:r

e
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Aseela calls for equal
protection of civilians
under international law

First Lady Biod Asewta Bhutto Zargan
zaid that imtevmational - Aumanitanan lew
mirst Do uphesd and civilian |ives pratect-
od, stremsing that the principles of the
United Mations must apply Iy b ey
fiuman lite, imespective ol geography,
natianal |ty or politicsl crosmstance:

Agdressing the Uried Matsans Cay
2025 oelebraions in Karadhi, the Firt Lady
mighlighted Pakstar’s longstanding paris
nership with the ceganisation in dovelop-
ment, eoucation, humanitanan assistarico
and poacekeeping. She said intemational
ccoperation - remained assential o
agdessing challerrgen that no country
cauld owercome aone.

Rafering to the suflering of imnocent
pecple in Gam, she emphassed that the
principles of the United Maticns must
aoply ‘'equally io pvery human i, ime=
spactve of geograony, national ity arpal it-
ical circumstances

The Fimt Lady elso highlighted the
devastatng impact of the 2022 floodk in
Pakistan, noting that ihe support extong-
od by the United Maticns and intesrma-
tional partners’ had demonstrated the
vakie of cooparation daring o crisis. She

called for climaie
justice, painting out
that couniries and
COmMLEitios com-
trbuting least o
climate = change
often bear ils
graatest conse-
CQLIENCES.

Highlighting
her commitment
o poiio

eradcation, - Biod. Aseete Hhutta Zarden
zaid mwary child deserves protection from
proveritably diseese, megardies of whem
thay wore bom or thesr family drowm-
ztances, She acknowiodged the work of
frontl ing hiealth wokers, supported by the
Werld Hestth Omganization, USSCEF and
othor patners, in advancing the shared
goal of a polic-free Pakistan,

Tha First:Lagy alsa underscomd the
mportance of childwen's nutrificn and edu-
cation. She edpressed suppost for the
Wond  Food Frogramme’s ShanThobeal
campaagn, which aime to peoaide 150,000
nidrilious school meak to childnen acnoss
Fastan. She said .school meals can
mprowe attandarce and kaming whio
1 ph%:hihmr build haahthier futume

Rzhecting on the walues that shaped
fher commitment to pubiic mvice, the
recalled $e oodief of her mofher, Shabeed
Mchiarma Berewir Bhatto, i intematicnal
tooperation, delogue, education bor every
thild and oppartupities for women to
detemmine their awn fatures:

The First Lady oaid the strangth of
the United Mations lay ot only in intar-
national sgreements but also in tho tan-
gible difference its work makes in pea-
ple’s lives. She called for contineed oal-
lective offorts to build & mare peacetul
and compassionsts warld.

The United Matians Day celeoratien
was organsed by tha United Nations in
Fakistan in collaboration  with tha
Gowvernment of Pakistan and in parirar-
zhip with the Gowernment of Sind b and
othet partnerse The ovent marked mone
than might decades of partramship
rotwopn  Patistan  and the United
MWaticns and featured an exhibition on
Fakistan™ contributioha to tha: UM,
including peacokeeping, L|D'13:il:|l:|
informatian and cancors booths and ouls
tural perfommances.

The ewenl was =ttonoed by MMNA
Shezia Atta Marri, Singh Minister for
Labour Seoed Ohani, Sindh Education
Menistes - Sardar, Shah, MEA Casim
Soomro, MPA lam Ehsboir arachi
Mayor Murtaza Wabeb and Sukkar Mayor
birzalan Shaikn, smong other partcipais.

The First Lady thankied the United
Mations team in Paigstan for bringing the
celebration So Berachi and prowiding the
putdic with an oppartunity to leam mone
abait the crgenication’s work: MEWS DESK,

Resolve public

grievances on priority,

orders CM Bugti

Balochistan Chief Minstar Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Saturday held an
open court (Khuli Katcherd) for the
third consacutive day in North
Dera Bugti, where he directl:,r
listened to the grievances and
issues of citizens from various
districts and issued instructions to
the relevant authorities for their
prompt resolution.

During the open court, the chiel ministe:
abkb met fribal elders and deoussed regions
problems, development fegquirements and
thalienges being taced by bacal communitios
He reiterated that resclving IJ:|'.|I:|I'r: LS 2nd
arsuring the provision of bamc Fach ities
emained amang e fop pricsities of the
ceowincial gouwernment.

Specking on the occasian, Wi Sarirax Bughi
said the purpose of hoiding open courts was to
prowide citizens with an opporiuréty to cormey
thesr concarrs diractly bo the gowvemmant
leadership while ensuring accountability of the
concorned oepartments for imely soiutionz. He
dipcted officiak io fake mmodiate aclicn’ an
raiblic complaints and avaid any Lmnecessary
dolays in addmessing citizons” protlenTs.

The chial minizier stated that there weee o
“mo-go ereas” in Balochisian and that the
coople of the provines stood fimnly with: the
state and security forces. He added that
mamboers ol both b gosemment and
opposition  partied  rogutady  wisited  thesr
oonstituencies and remained 0 come oontact
with the putd ic through particpatar.in regions

evenits and gatherings.

Highlighting the mpodance of megional
cannec ity and infrastruciune
devefapmeat, Bugti said offarts had
been meaer to socure :fedaoral
funding for tho construction snd
improvement  of & highway
linking Taunsa in Funjab with
Hafochistam:  He  furthar
roevealed that survey orders
had been Bswed for the
construction of 8 read fram
the Lhhapar  Matzonal
Highwary bo Kharar Buzdsr

He. said the comprietion
ot the moad project would
pravice Balkochistan with
an . sdaitioral  roubs
cmﬂnctha the prowinoo
to. Funjab, fac datirg
snoofor transportabion and boosting frace
ard economic activty bataoen She two segiano.

Eofering o development iniistives =
bacoanmd sweas, the chiot minicier d special
directives had beer jssoed to reopen
govemmert schoos in Anasr Pabor,  Mererni
Wvzh, Ram Sham and other adjoining ameas that
ez recently been induded i Bardhan district
He emphasized thai the govesmment was Iskig
praciical measuros o ensune the svadabil ity
gaucational  facilities  ara -anharce tha
functignal ity of educational institutiors.

Mir Sarfraz Bugt =xid that gls’ education
wns being given equal importance and imomed
that work wes undersay on a plot project
amed &t providing  better  educatonal
opporiureties for girts in undersonved aroes.

Curirg the- wizit, ipol itical and aocial lzader
Mir Yagoob Burdsr called on the chief minister
eand spprised . him of the prablems and
develooment neeck of the ama. The chied

NATI@NAL

mirester ued necessary dinechions to the
corcemed  departmonts for addressing the
maLes rased during the mecling.

Addmessing healthcare challenges in the
region, Hugti directed  the  awsthodlies 1o
mmedasely pravide =0 ambulance srice for
transporting - patierits fram ¥harer Buzdar to

Dera- Ghari Kharo e emnouncod that the
monthly aperational cxpenses of the smbulance
aprvior wolld be borme by the Govemment of
Exochistan 1o ersune tmely medical amsiziancs
foe residenits in emesgency situations

Tha chal  minkster rootfemed his
gowe mment's commiament $o resclving pubiic
maues, impoving health and education senvices,
and accelarating the pace of development in
underdevéloped and remate arees of the
crovince.  He said practical measunes woula
mntinue b be taken b enhance publ ic welfane
and paznen thet the benefiz of development
neachied avery segment of socioty. Wews pesx

PTI retains Junaid
Akbar as KP president

Fakiztan  Tehreek-a-lmesl  [PTH
Chairman Barrister Gohar &li Khan an
Saturday issued a notification stating
that the party’s provincial arganisation in
khyber-Fakhtunkbea [K-F) would cantin-
ue to function under the presidency of
Junnid Akbar, highlighting no changes
to the provircia cabinet or orgarisation-
al structure untd further ordars.

The government snd oppasition
failed to' reach an agreement, amd
gmergency -and govemor's mle were
declared on Octobar 11 after talks
failed, follawing a FTl long march
towards ldamabad that began on
Cctober 4. On the =ame day, police
arrestod 5% FTI warkars in S@abi and six
others in Khyber district, whila reports
emarged that ousted chief minister
Sohail Afridi and Akbar had also been
taken into custody Since then, intre-
paorty rifts reporied ly emerged, leading
to FT1leaders axchangirg barbs oaline.

frooording to a notification issued
today and shared on X, Senator Moo
Hog Qadri, identified as the party's sen-
ior vice-presidant in K-F, would proDde
owar meatings of the provinoal cabinat
in the absanca of Junaid.

The netification further assigned FTI
K-P Georaral Secretary Ali Asghar tha
raspansibil ity of chainng mectings in the
nhzamca of tha semior woa-president. Ha
was also autharised 1o convene and
chair meetings of other ters of the
provincinl organization.

fccording to the documsent, Asghar
would averses the arganisation’s admin-
mtration, coordination and supenvision
acrass ils wanous ters and wings- Eo
prizura tha implementation of party pali-
cins, strategies end dedsions.

The motification was signed by
Barnster Gohar i his capacily as chair-
man of FTI

The notihcation comes amid an
intarmal rift within the PTl, with differ-
ences aver the party's loadership and

political strategy in K-P spilling indo tha
public gomain, On Octobar 21, Tha
Espress Tribune reported thak former K-
F chiof mirister 48 Amin Gandapur and
FTI Sacretary Generad Salman Aderam
Rajn had exchanged criticism owver ala-
gations of intemal divisions, the provin-
cial lpadarship and the hendling of tha
party's political affars.

Raja wamad of attemnpis by what ha
desoribed a5 “undemocratic  decision-
mkers” to undermine mtermal cansen-
sz, while Gandapur demanded that tha
party secretary general substantinte his
allegations and apolagiza.

The dispute intensified fallowing a
puported audia recarding in which
Gandapur allegediy blamed Raja's “mis-
manzgement and ﬁa‘ﬂnd plarming” for
the provincial government’s dismissal
and the party's current predicament. Tha
Espre=s Tribune =aid it could not inda:
pendanthy varify the recording.

Gandapur also challenged claims
that provincial lawmakers ware attempt-
mg to decida the party's leademhip and
the next chief minister without the
apprawal of FTI founder imran Khan and
the party's political committeo. Raja,
mizanwhile, maintsined that  Afredi
ramninad tha lmedul chicf minister and
that Akbar continued as pravincial party
president, with Saghar actng m Akbars
abzence.

Barrister Gohar sought to contain
the fafout, telling tha media that he had
spokan to the feaders involved and
urged them to stop issuing statermants
ngainst ome anathar,

He. maintained that the party’s
provincial lawmakars remainad united
and that Afridi comtinued 1o be the
party’s choice far chief mmister. Against
this backdrop, the October 24 notifica-
tion farmalises the arrangements for the
FTFs KF arganisaticn, qs-u:i'fyin wrho will
presida aver meatings in the absenca af
zenior office-bearcrs. MEws besk

Maryam bans
police escorts for
ministers, MPAs

Punjaly Chief Minister
Maryam Mawaz on
Saturcday directed that no
permanent police squad
be deployed with
provincial ministers,
members of the provincial

assembly and other
individuals.

Principal Secretary io tha Chiaf
Minister Sajid Zafar Dall jssued a
natification comasying the dacision.

Accarding 1o the natification,
provircial ministers, advisers, =pacial
asmstants, parliamentary secretaries,
chairparsona of standing committees
and members of the Purjab Assembiy
wil not be allowed to retain
pormanont police escorts

The restriction alsa ﬂ-ppll!: Lo
government cfficials and  private
individuals.

The metification further prohibits
the installation of flagstafifs or the
disploy of cofficial flags on
government vehicles without
pricr permessicn.

The chief minister has
made it clear  that
unauthonsad palica
pscorts will not  be
tolerated undar  any
circumestamos. |

Earlier in March, the
provwincial government
had also intraduced
austerity measuTes *
amid rising fwel costs,
including  suspending
?ouernmint-prnuidad
val for proviacia
ministars, cutting fuel
allowances ar
government afficers’
vehicles by 50% and
restricting protoced convoys |
accompanying ministers and
senior officials to one wehiclo
for ossantial sacurity

purposes
The use of police persennel for
VIF protocol has fong drewn ire in
Funjab over the diversion of public
resources from rowting policing. In
Mavambar 2025, The Express Tnbuna
reported & rise in oarmed private
gscorts, commonly known as “dala
cufttura”™, amid concerms aboul weoak
regulatian, unauthorisad armed
patrals and the use of security as a
display of power. Punjab had issued
more than 200 new private securily
company |licences in receni years,
while taking enforcoment - action
against Firms for violations
Pricer to that, authori-
=S tigs had alzo
announced a crack-

down on privats
sacurity firma using
- '_:__ l,f--:-l ice-lika  wmi-
o | torms and vehicles
— | aftar armaod
uards escarling
- | E:FEIQH wisitors
o | wora involyed ina
violent road dis-
i pute in Lahora-
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Pakistan denounces Jordan church attack

Pakistan's foreign affairs
rinistry on Saturday
condemned a “terrarist”
attack at a church in
Jordan's Karak
Governorate this week that
killed at least seven people
and injured aver 40,
expressing grief over the
loss of |ives in the incident.

The attack took place on Friday
at @& ‘busy churck in  Jordan's
Hammoud willage, targatng mowurn
ers at a funeral. it was carried ouk by
“upknown assailants,” the Jordamian
gavarnment said.

Socurity camera footage capturad
the moment the gunmen attacked tha
entrance’ ko the church. Teo  of tha
attadkers appeared o ba wsing hand-
guns while another wes carrying a rifle
and had his head covered.

"Pakistan strongly condemns the
hainous tarrorist attack at a funcral
procassion in a church in Karak
Savernoraty, Jordan, which rosultaa

in tha loss of seweral precious |wes,
with many injurad,” the Pakistani for-
oign office said.

Thi foroign office wished a spoedy
recovery to  those  imjurcd  an
axpressed condolences  with  tha
bereawed famitias.

“Fakistan stands in firm solidarity
with the brotherly poople of Jordan in
their fight agsinst tarrorizm, and rait-
aratas s strongest condamnation of
tarrorism in all its forms and manifes-
tations, " the staterment addad.

Jordan's governmant has vowed
to hald those responsible for the
attack accounteble. Jordan's King

asbdullah- B wowed that the attadk
waould ba mot with' "the harshest
retal mton.”

"These who delude themsehnes
inta thinking that. they can divide
Jardanians with their bullets have na
chance in the face of our unity,” he
zaid in a statemant

Jordan’s Prime Minister Jafar
Haszam zaid during a security meating
in Karak an Fridoy that the attads wes a
result of “terrorist'” idecfogy and bind
cxtremism. He said the msailants will
be punishad and legal meazures takan
=gainst those who ook ta introduce
CRETEmiEm. NENT BELK

Sindh forms
top team to
hunt killer

Contirued fram Pags 1

&i's farnily disputed the mital police suggestion of
wuicide, pointing to injunes on his body and questianing
the hand ling ot ewiderce. The case attracted widespread
sttention a1 dssgreements amerged ouer the onginal
posimartem caemination ard the canduct of irvestigatars.

& court subsequently ordesed the exhumation of Ali's
body, and a sacond auiopsy conducied on Mg, 8 found
that tha fats| oufiel had entoned Srough his beck and exit-
cd throlgh his chest

The firal medics report, releasad |ater that month,
carcluded that the firdings weme incarsstent with suicide.
The provincial gawernment establishad a podicial commis-
zion hewded by Justice Sial on-bug. 249 50 examine te cir-
umstencoes &i's death and posible noglicerco oy
palice ‘2nd medical afficiak. The commission cubse-
guently submitted its report, concluding shat All had
baen murdered and sherply eriticizing the investigation,
including faileres 1o socure the crime scene, presarva
gvidence ard prapedy examire lbads. The govermment
has also porstitisted & soparaks one-momber commitheo
headed by Additicnal Insoector Deneral Zuffigar Al
Larik of the Counter Tarronsm Cepariment 1o sxaming
the perfarmance of police official named in tha com-
missaan’s mepart and investgate an officer's alleged role
in the burring of the crime scens. hEws DEsk

Railways on red

alert till Dec 31

s iweys Monstor Hare® Apbaz has declared ar emer-
gency in the Pakitan Raibeays till Cec. 31 o enue soile
operations, slaie medie . reponed an Salunday, amid surg-
ing train Accidents. in the coumtry

Train accidents are nelativaly comman in Pakisien,
whire the railway system has :LTF':II'I:‘ﬂ from decadss of
undarinwastmeni, outdated tracks and esging =gnal
systems. A passonger train . detsiked @0 ocentral
Pakistan's Sher Shah oty eaffior this month; kiffing
faur peaple and injuring 30 'athers. In 2023, ten cars of
a passanger train derailed in southem Pakistan, kill ing
3] poopbke andl injuring mone than 90 othars

&z per Abtes’s instructions, & retweays field officars’
lemves have baen canmeled for thres manths whils officers
v bezen dinecied bo visit the fieid on Sundays to manitor
train cpemtions, state brosdoasior Badic Pakstan repart-
ed. "The cmergency will remain in force until 313t of
Docamber.” Badic Fakstan ssal

The minisier has also dinected reilways officals ta
u=a traire to traval far afficial duties o otker cities, tha
sfake media cutlet z=2id, adding that civil and mechansioal
chiet errgnens wll submit daily reports o the minstry
regargireg their arees of responzibil ity Ragio Paiestan
said daily ris have alm’ boen scught fom the s
wanys head of safaby. Abbasi said Abbasi the govarrment
iz committed bo providing pasenges with. the safest
possible joamey in line with the prme
minisier's vition, Rado Pakistan ropo:
ed. Milions of pasmongen avesy yoar
uza trama to trawel in Pakistan every
vear, eapecially for intertity and long-
diztarce travel.

fcoording jo oy media reporis,
Painstan Rafway: has recanded mang than
35 aocidants imvoheng  pamssnger ard
fmeight trama sinoe January 1
Train passengers have oiten
raised’ cofCEMMs ower rai-
vezy zafgfy, madnionance
stanoards’ and - the
etfectivancas of moaz-
uwres arnouncad o
prevant misheps
REWS LESK
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Iran Blasts US: You -~

Mpox claims
infant in Sindh.
12th case of 2026

& S3-day-old mfant died in Pawsian's
Karachi cily on Zatumdsy stter cortracting
monkeypos [roax] diseaze, health officiak
zaid, raising ihs yoar's death ol from the
infoction in the sauthem Sindh pravincs o
12

The wfant, & resident of ¥amachs's
Malir district, undervsent 8 croumcizion
crocedue at the lor-c-Hassan hoggital in
whan he was 20 dwe oid and dewalopad
symptomz four days later, according o
fiealth oficials. He wes subsequenily
transferred 1o the Sindh  Infectious
Cimamses . Hocpits! and  Research Center
\SIDHSRC al Karach's NIPA ame, whamne
he died on Sabunday, the hospital's modical
superintendent O #bdul Wahid Rajput
tatd frab Mowes.

M pos ving can spread bo humans from
A animay! bost much as odent: oo man-
human primates |is monkeys, and from
numans themsedves. 4 person infocted
with mpox suffers from flu-lie symplors
and an itchy, painful rash, While histonizzlly
localized to partz of Affce, a global
cuthreak in 2022 led fo a sunge in cases
warkiwida,

"The chid was 53 deays old and kad
coean tracsierned o our hospital framea
prvate hoalth ceee facility The cass of
ceath was mpax,” D Bejput told Asab
Plwe.

The Singh Heafihcane Commission
EHCC] said it hes soaed |br-o-Hasoan
hoapital in Kamchi's Malic after secoiving a
roport fom & distict Realth - officar
confrming  the infant contracted the
disparse fg'n'r' thore. Acoording %o the
comimisson, the chid contractcd mpox
aftor cicumosion was perdormed using
rantaminated scismars a4 the facl ity 1% zaid
s samphe iesied at a leboratory retumed

pasitiee for the vinie
The commiizsion sad fs inspection
fourd theit the boopital was cperating

illagally, with wngua'ified ataff and
inadeguate  infeciion  provention: and
cantral mestures in plaos.

“The oction was taken aver paar
hygene, inadoquate infection preention
and  contrl moasares, and reparied
malpractioes that . resed sarous concems
abaut pationt smety. and public health,”
the SHCC =id in & statemont shaned with
Aran Meows.

Tha dosth comes amid concarns
ower focal tremsmission of mpox in
Sindh Heatth department suresillance
rocords obtained by Arab Mows show
that 19 mpox cases weare reported
batwean lote Septembar and Cotaber n
the province, including infections finked
ta |:||:|:v:.|.- contact, Famsly gatherings and
zuspected cxposures at health care
facil it

Sindh has rocomied ¥E mpox cazes
and 12 deaths 5o far this year, accomding 1o
offical data The 19 reposiod mpox cases
documenied by the pravincial heatth
deparment tram Sepiember o Cctaber
inciude 12 patients from Karachi and sewen
from oiber districts in Srdh, wath several
irmestigations identifying contact betwoen
rifected individuals.

The records inciude infoctons | that
|nked patients in Ksmachi's Malir distract
and csewhene in the province,; suggesting
thiat transmizsion is oocuering through kocal
tonsact

Severtteon af tho 19 patientz had no
recorded  traval Chistory  during the
preceding 24 days, although the abenoe
of treved dogz not ndependent by estardizh

whizre an infectian was acormd. MEAS Betx

Bye Bye Shan! Youth gets
nod for Lanka battle

Faiician has necalled atter Salman Al
Anheand kaftarm spirner Al i Lkman for it
twn home test matches sJainst 50 Lanka'n
owemor.

figha mnd Usman were amang
sawven oricketers fiown back hamo
during ‘a chaatic taur of England after
Pakistan lost the second testat Lord's
in August. England swept the sarias
340,

dgha hes been scoring peolifically
since hiz roturn to Pekistan and falicwed
hiz tiphe certury in a domestic fisi-cles
masch with 3 century agarst 5o Lanka n
thio angoing SO8 bi-spres

Cpening batter Imam-u-Heg and
wichatkeope~batior Maoharmmad Eowvan,
who were aso recalied mchveay through
the Engeand four, won't play o the two
tersts against S0 Lerdo

The games will b held at Bawalpindi
from Now % and &t Lehore From Mow, 17,
ar-1 are part af the World Test
Championshio oyche.

Estar Aram witl continue 33 ssipror.

The 1&member squsd incdudes thee
arcapped plagers ~ Mohammad Taha,
Samedr Minkas and Mohammad S0leman -

icilorireg. thesr impressive: battng in the
recent President s Trophy Grade f domestic
tosrnamant.

Thie 2é-year-oid Tahe leeds the batting

PAKISTAN SQUAD

FAIREH LAl RIS WREYFI00

&

tharts with 730 runs acroes seven gamos,
nouding thme contures. Suleman also
acored ihrge . contwmnes  in the - sama
taormamant and has made 435 rurs whies
Minhas sconed 405 runsin his maiden firsts
Chass somson.

Pastan iz 2t the battom of the nine-
tmam World Test Championship with just
b wirs: B savan celoats

Pakizlan = a=o schaduled to kot MNaw
Zpaand at home carty next year for tao
teest matches to wrap up its dissppairting
WTC cyde. A

France: 70,000 cops

to quell protests

Dwmanstrators ook to the sireets of
France on Saturday wrdor the veatch of
70003 police officers, with  uneest
acpoaning moavked by sz osowerno thana
weok parliar  desgite | scatbored
monfrantatons in several ctios.

Tens of thousands of people mardhed
poacchully shrough the Frerch capital,
according to police rembers, denouncing
the high comi of Iming and accusing
Frecdent Emmanuel Macon of cutzing
pund o seavices while failing ta tackle rigsing
inequal ity.

*Diowm 'with b state, tho police and
the lascisis,” ‘same of the Hagwaving
oroeds chanted

Elzgwhang, -pofice fred foer gas at

pecple. i Clermang-Fomand, | Crenchle;
Ll ard Mica, whono & waisr cannon. was
depioyed aftor protestors refsod orders
to pull back

Ine. France's second ard thing cities,
Marseilio sand Lyan, clashes brose out
between hooded youths and pol ice.

The gowerrment deployed 10,000
mare palice erd gendammes than on
Cxetober 17, when natidnwide - protects
descended into some of the warst unnest in
Framoo in yoas

Wa  hawe to be ultra, wlirs
responsiva,”  said - Inderior  Manister
Lawrent Munesz, wha has accused farleft
groups and crimmal gangs of fomanding
wilence, EUTES

blew the deal but

lets try again

Iranian President Massoud
Pezeshkian, in remarks
broadcast on state TV on
Saturday, blamed the United
States for the failure of an
interim deal with Iran, but said
there should be a new
attempt at concluding it.

"Wz were having regolatans; the
cowands fhmaricans| messad averything uo..|
still ‘think. we shoud goand canclade it,"
Pameshkian sad.

LIS imtedl igence tound that Iman-has snanply
sicppad up aforts to t2rget Amaricen officiak
in the WMigdle East and other countries, with
lezhal- plats reaching aduwanced stages, Axios
reported on Friday

The report oted a memo dated Cetober
23 &om Diractar of Mational. Infelligence day
Clayton bo Secretary af St Marco Rubio,
which said the information B refevant bs mane
personasl then am currenty deared bosee it

The are-page undassiisd memo does nat
rme tamebs, coundries gutside the Midd e
East, or the rature of the plots

The repory aid the underying intell igenoe
Fes boen shared with senior State Doparimen
sial, and Chyton offered to dowrnagrade it o
muth 25 possble so Rubio con share it mane
widody

4 U5 officsl told the outlet thet the
irtalligance. &= ore reason the ageoncy. i
reducing embessy persormel N the Urited
#rab Emirates, Lebaran, Catsr, ard Jorden, as
St mpodted by CHN.

President Doneld Trump s=id on Fnday the

US may marry ocut ancther military operation
agairst Iran just as the Iran war rears its eighs
man#h mark ard rising fuel prices weigh on the
LS midtorn elactions:

"We may oo anothor |itte Epic Fury”
Trump teld & mlly in Fiorda, using the US
il itary's teem for itz war on lrane Hie
did rot elabomate.

Trump said the US coud
and tho war gquickly but
questicned whather
‘Washington should scak - a
swilt corcluzon or - allow e
confizt to greduslly wird
dhawen.

Trump, wha has offeeed shifting goab and
timelines for the war, has said in - recent
campaign remanks that the war will and =oarn,
"ono way o the otber”

Fe mid thiz month the US would not
launch an aitack on fran bofone $ie Movember
3 olectiors that sl debermire contral ok
Congress, where Trump's Republican Farty
nok3s & rarmow msanty in both chameers

75 Fresidand Doneid Trump on Fricey used
a campsgn rafy i Florids, where  Cuban
Amaricars are a potent woting Bloc, to vow m
addness his concams about Cuba oaca Hic bren
wisr i-setiled.

Inc & B0-mirte. speach in Fart Mysrs,
Fiorida, Trump mpeeted that moe miliary
sclion against iran may | ahead 8z ho thes 1o
address e causes of a spéw in ol prcos that
nas put Rapublicars on the dafencive ahead of
the Movember 3 midtemn olections.

With aneye towand the sonor Amercans
who | v in Flotida, Trump s5d he plarned o
spend 230 milicn o hire st least 5000 rew
nurses inalder care facéies all somoss America

Wihiie tho Iran war has ro erg inosight,
Trump talked tough aboul Cuba, part ol 2
patiorn of putting pressure on the cormmunist

govemment there afier oisting the lzeder of
irezuea eany this year

Trump, who won £8% of ihe Cuban
Amerncan wofe in Flonda m the 2024 eloction,
said fmerican naval forces from Iren will stop at
Cuba on the way homa,

“Wa'll have one of them siop sboat 50
yards off the coast. They mise up their hands,
ared then we'ne going o send Mamo Rubic in
io finish up the deal,” be said.

Secrotery of Stase Rubio, a former U5
zanaioe fram Flonda, has been hard|irng much
af the Cuba portiodio far Trump.

Irn'z. Kovatutionany Guands zeid an Friday
{hat two tankers-3truck naval mines whils
sitemnpting 1o use what ihoy described as "an
unautharised route” south ol she Strat of
Hormuz, Iranian stabe media reparted.

Tehran has drawn vp detafed plars to
target Lrdomses carmmunacations cables in the
Culf if the Urrled Stabos and brael atsack lran
agein, two sonicr Iranian seoursy officals told
Reulors

Their comments fofowed wamings oy

rarvan offcials that undorea cables in the
region couid become tsmats inoany renewed
conflict i diplomacy  with Washington
o lapoes. HERS DEx

Iran threat prompts US to
reduce staff at 4 embassies

The State Department
is reducing staffing at
four US embassies in
the Middle East after
receiving intell igence
that lran has stepped
up efforts to target
American personnel

in the region and
elsewhere.

In & memo sent Friday to
Seomtary of Siabe Maroo. Rubic,
Dirccacr of Matiaral ntekigerce
day Clayban said his tcams. "hews
recaived intell igence ihat fan has
sitstartially ncressed offorts o
targes W5 personnes,

“The iwthal plotting. eforts
by the |ransanc against US
citinens have reached advanced
sinpes in both the Middle Esst
ard cartain  other  countries,”
Clayton wrote.

Tne memo wes obtained by
The Associated Press  end
reported pariier by Axios Three
It officials, speaking on conditian

of arcrymity due o the sersitity
af thea matter comfrmed that the
memd was st to Kubic in b=
capadty as secnotary af
state and naticnal
soounity advisar.
The meamp
omergad
snortly after the
EE R OEE
Cepartmans
amounoed it is
educing stef at

tha 55
embasHes n
Jordan, Lotaron,
Clatar ana

Lz

United Araky Emirzies. The theeo
afficials =id tha thrests from Iran

and  Yemen's  Irarssndoecood
riputhi rebels are refated bo tho
staffing charges.

The embazsies invcived are all
under what is krown as. " restricted

aperatonz” slatus that haz aleady
reduced the zire of their permzrnel
lootprints. The embasics will
rernain oo,

However, unlibe T Saudi
Arapie. whers ranessendial
US: porsonnel and  their
farmiliez  were ordored
Wiednesday 1o loave the

country, staff in the ather

four countries are not
compaled to depart.

In amrauncing the

¥ staffing drewdcwns this

wiook, then Stato
Department  ponbad
spacicaliy 1o

rnoeased  fheaiz from Yomen's
Hoathi reoels and did not mentom
iheazs bo WS parmcnne! directly
I Irmn. Thore has boen &
resungence of fighting between a
Saudi-led  coalition and  she
Houthis, with the militani group

launching miz=fe ard drone strikes
sgarat Saudi Arehin

U5 officiak have adamanty
deniad the dravwdavent are tiod to
amy polentel new US and Izt
strkes on (ran. The unpoplar sar
has Spiked ooty COSS
Americars and  posca palitical
problems for President Conaid
Tnmp ard Republicars, who am
trying ta keep control of Congress
in the how: 3 midiesm electians:

Trump, speaking at a rally
Friday in Flords, touted the US
military cpdrations i Iram, which
ware dubbed "Cperation Epic
Fury,” and ==id that “weo may da
anciher litle Epic Fary, or thayl
agree. M they e smart, theyl just
say, Lol get ooen bosiness."

Medistors have been trying to
'n'irg ‘Wiashington and Tehran back
io formal talls a3 the war has
reached a shalemate

fcconding ta Lranion . stabe
tobwision, the Revoltionany Guand
navy thic weck agan threatencd bo
strip. US ‘military bases in the
region if the United Stales kecps
heiping guide commemial ships
thmough the Sirait of Homuz, a
ciitical wateraay for the global
onergy trade. &

250 families displaced as
Israeli forces raid Hebron

Israedi orces pishied nita the
ocoupiod  WMost Bank city of
abinan on Saturday and aisplaoed
aound 250 famrdlies, some in the
middla of the might, vowing o
gxact o heavy price fora oeadly
attack an soldiars.

The Palestinian duthority
called for intemational pressan an
Ismel to. protect residents, who
said  zoldiers  arnounced the
evacuations owar loudspeakers
|ate at rught as thoy packed what
shoy could and left.

Cays befors tight sleckons,
Frimo Winister Honjemin
Metanyahu s8id ke was plarning
&n aperation on @ sc¥e nol 3|en
siree fsraed first oocupied e Wlest
Bank in 1947, after Pafestinian
milians iolied two krsoli olaes
on Friday at a checknaint:

I the: Hebron nesghbourhood
of Ein Dei Baha, nestled besweon
twea hills, wecated buidings wene
marked by X'z and the steets
were deserded, s=ve a pair of
Israali mil itary wehicles.. Erag

flsgs wees draped on & hauss on
the slope apgarenily takan over by
troops.

Higazi Shewer al-Tamimi, 70, 2
snopkagpar ~ who  sells live
chickars and fooed and ploys a
wadarship rois in tha
reighbouthcad,  said he wes
sumbkonod &t 1:00 am by soldiors
and a serior officer wha said ha
haa to leave.

"1 asked them how long the
vacuation wouid fast Thoy saict
Unzil further notice, ™

He iold AFF he kad only short
times to imack, adding that lor some
residents, getting out of tha
neightourhood was an ordoal,

*For  axemple, my wife's
mother, wha s 50 yoas ofd and
jwos i tha aroa, hea fo be carriod
out becsuse she il " ha ==

To  Tamimi; this &= only
happaning bocavse  Netanyahu
wants to win the atecton on "the
bload of the Palestrian people®.

HAp =axd people wee o notb

going anywheme, f heve |ived

through all the siages of the
wcogpation, ard Fwill die hene.”
Tha Palestinian  Authority

said it was - mabd ising | ils
diplomats to seek  “wrgent
international acticn that goes
beyond condemnaton® Lo
prevent farced deplacemant.
Tamémi's brather - Khaled
Shawer al-Tamimni, 88, was staying

Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousal Rafig. Office Mumber 1B, Firzada Streat, Pir Mohallah, Mew Pind Sukkur.,

with hiz won atber the cvacuatan
croer

"The: &y was  anRouncing
tnrough loudspeakars: ‘Leave the
anea." 50w it

He told AFF he was surprited
to hoar Frcay's sssailans came
from tha neighbourhond, whichhe
described s midd le-class and
Lxey-abiding. AP
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Kardashian

Hints Lewis
Ticks Every

Box

Kim Kardashian has said she is 'really, really happy' with her boydriend
Lewis Hamilton as she dropped her strongest himk yat their remance is
going from strength 1o strength,

Thie pair have bean romantically linked since Februzey, and have snce
gone Irstagram official,

Kim made the coy admiswon dunng a recent opsode of The
Kardashians, whers she roevaaled the special man in her Fife moets aveny
requirement on her famowzly damanding refationship checklist.

The star decuszed & list of moro than 50 gual ities she wanted in
kar ideal partner. before suggesting she had':EJnall}' found zomeone
who tulhilad them all, while speaking to comedian Mikki Glaser, 42,
an the set of their film The Fifth Wheel

Whan producers pressed her to revenl mare about the mys-
tery man, Kim said: 'Oh, you guys are really trying to get this
ot of me.'

She added: 'Let me just say this, | am st really, really
happy. That's ail [l far e

Since godng pu lic with their romance, Kim has
been seen supporiing Lewis at his Formula One
races.

The couple also took a trip to Japan oari-
ar thes year and they ara said to have spant
a weakend ot Estella Manar in the
Cotswolds, and visited 'city of love'

Fariz in garly February foa.

They also appearad publichy
together during the 2026 Supar
Bowd in February, when they wera
shown on the stadum's big screen
during the gama betwseen the
Maw Enpgland Patriots and tha

Soattle Soahomedes.

Lewis = who has previously
bean linkad remantically with
snger Micoha Scharzinger, 48,
and actrass Sodia Vergars, 54 -

and Kim had known each cther far
several years prior to their relation-
sip.

¥im = whio is mother te Marth, 13,
Saint, ten, Chicaga, eight, and Psalm,
seven, with her ex-tusband Kanga
Wesl = is said 10 ba taking her new
reiathonsinp sorously,

& zource recently told People
magazine: |Hamilton is! just an gasy
gaing guy with great cnergy.
H-urrﬁmil}- like= him 2nd
¥imn's wery into fim
NEWS DESK

Meghan: Shielded
Kids From My

Father

Meghan Markle = reveal ing why she made the decson 1o
keep har two children, Prince Archie and Frncess Ldibat, from
having contact with her estranged
[sther, Thamas M arkda Sr.

The Duchess of Suszax,
45, addreszed her decisian in
a statement shared with
FEOFLE an Friday, Oct. 23,
amid regarts that her
father, 82, is boing inwasti-
gated owar allegations
imvalving child sexual
abu=e matarizl

"l hope it can now be
understoad that, despite
certain media publications'
dizkortion over the yoars,
amy diztance from my
father and my chaice to
nat afow him 10 hava
contact with our
childrer wes for

Lilly
Becker
splits and
moves

back to UK

Biowis Beckor's my-wite Ligy Bockor has

revealed she has spii from her boyriend of
four yoars and moved Deck fo Lordion - just ane
yoar attor guitting Britzin becauss she could oo
loger afford 1o |ive here

The Cuich moaed, 50, bas ended her melas
tionzhip with German sports manager Tharsten
Weck, 57, ara returnea 1o South West London
with hier 14-yea~old son &madeous, whom she
shares with the Tommar tenris champicn, 5&

snd Lilly has declaned she & now 'dore’ with

mer, misting she loves being single and no

saarger Fendrg 20 shane & bod with-scmeone

WRD ST

Spoaking axdusively o tho Caily

tail at the Feruvian Connaction

oNa Eason:
to pratect fashion show in London on
them, ™ Viodresday, Lily confirmed har sire
Maghan gl ciatus and said she's ra: longer
said loaking for lava,
HEWS DEST I'm-dare. I it happers, it hepe

pans. But | heve po luck with Bntish
men, 53 | dion’t think #'s going to
heppen,’ sha waid.
l |- Lty soded she won't use dating
apps because she profers to meet
prospective partrers in mal 17,
explaning: '| oo it old schood!
REWS DEHE

Megan Shrugs Oft
MGK And Dakota

Romance

Megan Fox is regortedly urfazed by her
ex Machine Gun Kelly's new relstionship
with Dakeota Joknzan
The actres=s, 40, whe shares 18-
manth-old dasghter Saga Blade Fou-
Baker with the musician, 35, has na
plans o rewisit thair past relstianship
as she's focused on other pricritias n
her ife.

Foa iz "unbothened’ that her ax

ha= mowad an, and sha iz net inter-
asted in gutti.rﬁ-jrwmud in hiz lowe
Ide, sourcas todd TRZ§
Insiders alsa told the cutlet that

Fox is currently :-in?‘u and plans to
keap it that way as she Focuses on being
a hands-on mother and making maney
This comes just sharthy after Fox
lzumched her axchusive content pags an
Subz.com and after her new ad cam:
paign for telchealth company Ro was

re

The farmier couple, wha calied off
thair engagement in Movember
3024 and walkcomed their child
together i blarch 2025, regorted-
by no longer hewa any kand of
relationship sutside of co-
parenting
The Daily bail
has reached ot
to Fox's regre-
sentatives for
Comment
‘MG and

egan ara
dara and anly

\oqistics,” 1
zource told Us
Waekly in late

Semiembear.
DS DESE

Ariana
Grande
Debuts Bob
Amid Fame

Biriann Grande srprised her fars a3 dhe
diobuied & hair trarsfomation afier siepping =way
e spotiight lor'a plarned histus. The
33-year-old poo star foak bo tstagram an
Thursday ta shane a series of selfies ta
show off har freshly timmed and styled
bob hairsbyle, She ditched her ogna-
tune figh panytail fora chin-length
rop in har ratura chocolate
branette cofor - pat sharly
afior revealing thas che ul-
fercd 2 heartbrraiing loss in
har famiy The ands af har
nair were 1l ipped up, ard
zhe paied ker har io the
side, pinning her bangs
back for & fresh, bubibly
oo The Potal htmee
er jat kel her signa-
fure hoart symbcd in
placo of & caption, and
a-slow of stars and fars
af ke Hhooded har com-
mentssaction with. i
praize for b naw ook AR N
HEWS DESK -

Ortega: Amy Adams Has
‘Most Intense Eyes’

Jenna Ortega I= reflecting an the impact
Amy Adams recantly made on her
Whila filmang ¥lara and the Sun

alongside Adoms, 52, Mia
Tharia, Matssha byonne and
mare, tha Wednesday ctar,
24, tefls PECQFPLE that sha
leamed “ewerything | lowe
and apprecate about
miyself” from nono
other than the
Enchented actrass.
*What a light, both
on @ personal
zspect and a pro-
ianal aspect.”
Ortega s=ys of
Boolams. ] She
buees pusd somiz
af tha mast
intanso

oyes P've
cver

sean v
HKEWE

BESE
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Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
has ruled out pursuing
liquidity-fuelled,
consumption-led economic
growth, saying Fakistan
must prioritise sustainable,
export-led expansion

and continue with tanff
reforms to improve

the competitiveness

of its industries.

The financa minister was spoaking at
the Lahore University of Managoment
Scierces [Lumm on Sxburday st an event
organiaed by the American Busingss Forum
|GBFl. A&BF Fresident Osman  Khalid
Wiaheed, fomar State BEank govemor Raza
Bagr and Habib Group Vice Chairman
Saiman Burni also spoke.

Aursngret oasd Fakiztan could rat
affiord 1o repeal the opcle of impors:
depondent grawth that had provicusly led
to balanico-od-payments  prablems- and
forced the country bo sedt spport from
lapders of kst nesct.

He cxd the gowvemment  was
cammitted ta contrwing tantf mfarms,
prmadly to redece the cost of raw
ratorials and irtemmediate . goos lor
miporters, despite concens - ower the
timing of the measures.

"W are very claar ng matber” hoow

Achieving NHA's
financial viability a
key priority: Cheema

Faderal Mirister for Ecofipmic

Affais

Tariff reforms to

much-prozsure there &, we
arp nat going toogo for
liguidity-tualliod,
consumiptioneled gowdh,”
b said,  s3ding  that
Pakstan needed to eawoid
arather cyoa in which a
1omporany accelematian in
prOnomec -Actvity - was
followed by a balance-
of-péyments crisis:

A urangnob sdid the
govemmant hand
atigmpsed bo provias 2
direction bosvards
gxport-ied growih in
the  .lstest  budget
trough MEenmIes
ncuding the o imnation of
supar tames, reddctions in 131 sabs ang
financing for cuportors a2 4.5 per cent.

on tarit

discussons; he s=d, wamng that ther
oifect wone inlorsilying and condrioutin
to focd-sEcurity concams n same paﬂsj
the warld,

He a3 heghiightsd kigh debt levels,
limited fiscol spece in some accromies
and the growmng mportancs ot digital
irfrastracture and labour-market
preperedress S art-fical irtelligence.

&z trade  fragmeniation  and
geopolitical  polarzston . ntersifiod,
regional carfdoss and regionas Do wene
omenging as significant opportunitics, ho
zaid, adding that these dewelopments
could be  periculary  importsnt fdr
Fakistan.

The finance cxar sad Fakmtan kad
made sigrificant. progress: in edacing its
fecal and extemal imbalsnres, with tha
combined twin dohicits faling fom 12.50c
of groas demestic proguct [B0DF) to 2 80

continue: Finmin

Export growth, private sector encouragement our priarity: Aurangzet

fom  tlanket subsdies o targeted
muopo-t, citing the Righ cost of universal
absdias

Mgsuming an evorage housshold sips
of four o five peoole, tha programme kad
reached an estimated 40 millian o 50
midl ion peopie, ho =eid, sdding thet erangy
and gas SsupE ies reEmained aTas reguning
attontion

The minister mantained that
El:-l.-m'lmu-nt barrowing had placed a

isproportionate  burden on  the

banking sector, bul domestic debt.
management operations had helped
reduce debt-servicing costs 1o Rs&.9
trillion agamst a budgaoted RsH.2ir in
tha last fiscal year.

He zaid exforral Qe peyments had
daclined from: $26.5 billian st yoar 1o
£21.5bn in the current fiscal yoarand ware
capectod to fal furthes: Meow extomal
owing was langrly aimed at

reiorme, he amid the
goveimmeni | had
protecied  domestc
industries. for koo
ang without sursot
clauses and that the
oxicling  approach
could not contirus

mcdelmitehy
"W &T N year
teo aof the -sanf P e Hlny < 59 ¥

redorm, and v are
gairg o continue
with shat; there & ra
tumng back,” heo said.

The Fnanoe minister also stressed thal
@oonomic. growth noeded o generaftc
empaymert, ponting o the contrast
between Fakistan's growth irajpciory and
‘that af iz neighbaur, whene growik of T o
Epc, he arguad, had not {raTsated mto
sufficient job creation;

"That's why o tea peoopis thee
whione they ae,” he said, emphasaing that
the seclors driving growth most alss

reess Lnemaymert.

Refocting aon  discusssora st
niemational fomums in MNew Yok, Longan
and the arrual meotings of the Wsdd Ban
ard the intemational Wonotany Fund {IMF)
n Barghkok, Aumngeeb zaid the globed
economy had emained resiliont but faced
&N unceTiain and wonnying outiooi

He identified growing differorces in
economic Jomunes botwesn oi-okpartng
and ‘ol-imposting . countries, a5 well as
eoonomien  benofitng  from artificial
resigence, as thames in discussons
an globs growth.

Erzrgy shocks and the E! Mino weather
phenomeron hed fgatured promirently in

and

L i Bwrs

e | 3 | W,

Epiacing  exisling | obisgations,
rathes than incroasing the debt
busdan

Aumngren a=g hightightad

g Bxmr L=a Tow Dl " o :
e ra Ve B T 08 pemzion . refomms, saying new
[ T—— — L e EEARE [ iy :

—— e entramts ba the cwil buresucracy

BB B | st T L
e

e (=2 M

o el - - L
- ootk (LY==t

by the end of the Lt Fscal year:

Ho s2id the frscal daficit had dropped
to & 22-year fow while the country had
recorded primary surpluses” far thes
comsecutive yoare. The ourent socount
defcit narrowed 1o around O 1oc of GOF
supported by remittanoes and 1T expans.

Surangeen said [T export servioes had
rizen fom lozs than 3t Bilion o S2L4bn
ard werg prosecied fo reach $5.5bnin the
curont hscal yoms Famsign eschangs
reserves had improved to ower thies
montts of impart cover, companed with
Mo wooks guring the orisis.

iCiting thmee credd-ratng upgradios
sinoe Aprl last yoar, e sad 2 rooent Penda
bona had attrached an ordar book bwvice itz
siza, refiecting investor confidance bayond
Pakistan's cumoent BMF programme, due 1o
end in Oictober naxt year

He further spid that Pakstan hed
managed  immediate energy-supply
chailarges amid tha contruing Miad ks
East conllict, with - supplies  secured
through' Movember and amangemanss for
Winber urdemy.

He s=d the govemment hed shified

had shifted from defined-berehit
1o daefined-contribution schemes,
whie deomssons with the amed

iooes wers ongoing.
The snance minister =ad the
govomment  has identified

climats thange snd popuiation
growth as major chalerges - far
Pefsistan, urging measures ta reduoe the
country's 2.55pc population growsh rate.

Ha rited Banglssesh, indonesia and
Iran &z axamplis, saying af thmee had
neduced their populataon. growth mbes 1o
beiow \pc ower 8 decade. He stemad
Women's education, wordtons
participation  and  engagement  with
religicirs scholars as kay moasures.

durangzeo said resioring  imvesior
conhidence  mequired  macragconomic
siability and the clearanco af amound 58
bilion in outsianding dwidend and profit
repatriation oodigations.

Ha . mmo  highlaighted  improwing
domestic investmens, citing 17 mitial
pubdic offorrgs |t year - 5 Z-yoarhigh -
and five in the oumerit yoar

The firanoe minisier said hamonising

federal  and’ prowingal  regufstory
framewarks waz omential o eferact
investment, as businosmes often’ faced

differing neguirements at both lowsk. He
ctreszed that redcima i isxation, ‘enoigy
ard financing won necossany o sstan
growih, improve export compettivenes
and creats jobs HEWS SN

Gold prices decline

by Rs 2,500 per tola

Establishment Civision Senator Ahad Chesma on
Saturday stressed the need far 8 wiabie business plan 1o
strengthen the MNational Highway Suthonty's (NG
financial * sustanakility through realistic project
appraisa’s and sound financing dacisionz.

The minster was chairing - a maeoting. o0 the
Mational Highway Suthonty (NH&} 10 oview messumes
for deweloping the MAdithosity's business plan, ‘the
ongoing essessment with an Asian Devolopment Sank
{ADE] consultant, and ways o achiove MHA's financial
vishilit

Crficials brioted the meeting on the iniial findings
ot the ongaing study with the A0 corsultans, said
pross release issued by Ministry of Economic AHaim,
DiHerent models and options. wens presendted o
improve NHA™S morformarcs, atrengthen s operatons
and tuDDot its financaal sustainabifity.

The Minister emphasized the peed for a practical
business plan with clear fimel ines and an ;msomment of
MHA's capaciy. He called for a tharcugh mview of
prjects . undes copsideratson, with FC- setting owt
their commercial wiability through mose realistic
indicatom 1o facilitate sppraizal by the Central
Devciopment Waorking Party (COWF]L

Te suppart scund project celection and mprovs
MHA's Financial position, Sonator Ahad Cheema asked
the Buthority to classify projects accondifg o their
viability and financing reguiraments, including thoss
requirng government o foreign funding

Ha afso stressed that initial project studies snould
claarly assess wiabdlity and b charad at &an carly staga
with the Ministry of Finence’s Cantral Monitoring Ui
{CMIT for commenis.

The Minzter underscomed that govermment ar
axiemal fimancing for NHA projects should not lead 1o
a reduction  in the . Autharity's  Public  Sector
Dayeiapment Program [FA0F) allocation. He said  the
Sowernment &5.not-in favor of cutting the allocatan, a3
FSCP fundng romained ecasential o NHA's
oevmiapment program

He strassed that commercially, economica®y and
saocially wisbée projecis should be prioritied 1o
strengthen MHA's Fnancial sustsmability and balp i
avoid an unsustainable gebd-servicing burden.

Frojects that anz not commercially wisble should
undergo 8 thaorough study ard be reviewed belore any
Claciskon S made.

The minisier alsa urged NHEA o expedite itz waork
with the ADE consultant, whose input is espected 1o
strengthen project mapping, foashid ity assemment
and hriancial analysis.

Secretary France (mdadullzh Bosal, Secretary
Cammurications 4l Shor Mehsua, the Chist Executive
Crificer of NHA 2nd other sonior officialz attended the
menting.. MBS bEK

Gold prices witnesod a deline
in 1he comestic market on Saturday,
with the price of 2d-karsl gold per
tois dalling by Bz 2,500 1o Rz £22 038,
accarding o rabes Esued by the A
Pakctan Sarfs Gems and ewele=
dzsooation: Similady, the proe of 1D
gramz ol 24-¥amt gold docresmed by

22,194 1o Ke384 827, whie the price
of 10 grams of 22-karat goid dectired
by =1 984 1o fis 331 284,

In the infemeticnal market, $he
price of gelid fefl by 325 1o 33,595 por
ounce, the association repocted.

Meamahie, the price of silver par
tode dropped by Re? o 855, 858, whle

i Derwars w2, 500

£

the price of 10, gramg of - 25-xarat
civer decreaced by Rz 4o Rs 5,023
The price of siver in the mitemational

_-..'p - 1 P T
As 3618 Fs 331686 53995 |
ll:h-th.l!Hl il Cloma 250

i Dy iFi 1 Ml

e

E: . g—. | el
i v Bl IDl:v:lq:\._i.'li.Tl' I_

markel &so’ regstored & decling,
falling by $0.07 5o 355,80 per ounice,
ik assorimlion added. HEWS DESK
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SAPM chairs

meeting on industrial
growth revival

ddviier 1o the Pnme Mingter on Industries ana
Production Harcon Akhtar Khan an Sstunday chaied 2
meeking of the Tk Force on Expart
and Inoustniel Erhancement and
discumspd  messures  for
booabing saporis, rental ising
indigtrial — actadty - and
pramziing sustainable
Eoonamic growti:

During the meatng, the

adviser highfighted the
gosemmant's commitment o
adwancing Frime
Ministar's - wision for
CCONDMIC . o

throligh expart

enheancement,
industrial
development - and
tronger
engagament with
Lia] 3 Drivato
mechon

Haroon said
that tha estatlishment of #e Export Enhancement Tazk
Force wes a0 imporiant initetive smed at idertifying
challenges  faced inousiries, - exploring  now
cpporturities for grewsh and deweloping  prectical
massings to strengthen Fakistan's axpon perfcrmance.

He omphasised that tho govemment was fadlitsting
the business community’ and  cngeging  meiovant
stakgholders. to promate inaustrial nevival, impnowe
compelitienass and create an enabiing ermironment
businesses to expand thiir oporations.

The adviEer sad that meoaningrul cormultaton with
indusiry representatves was ementis for developing
etiectve ard resalt-orented polices.

He robed that = serios of orsultstive mesting: was
being hald, with hurther ‘engagements planned bo oraum
that the corcems, recommendaticn: ana  practical
esperiences of tho busness community were duly
cansudieeed in the podicymaking process

Deosssing the: potertial of esport-omented sectars,
Haraon urdersoconed the impartance of  promating
industrics such as leathor, sports goods, cullooy ard
capes, which offer significant cppartunities for moreasing
cxports, generatng cmployment and =nreagthoring the
rational eoonomit

i imwited industry nepresontatives o submis concneta
and actionabie Droposals | addsessing spcior-coacific
thallenges, improving - productivity,  erhancing product
oual ity ard apening up: new intematioral marksts.

The advizes assied paricpantz o the covemment’s
he suppart for nitiztives aimed at industrial development
and sxport growthe

He ‘reiterated that e gowerrment wouid contirue
working closely with the prvate. sector to identify
battenecks, faciliate busimesses and deseloo policies
that respand %0 the actual needs of ndustoy wews bes

SIFC coordinates
nationwide efforts to
simplify business
regulations

The Soeoel mvestment Fecilteticn Cowrdl (SIFC) &
coordinating natiormwicde  efforts ta simpl ity business
reguiations, redico compdiance TO5is and create @ Mo
corducive emanonement for mvestment - and - entevprise
through the implementation of the A=ssn Kambar rafam
agonoa.

The meating foosed onextending requletory refomms
and sirengihening  foderal-regional  coondnation 1o
improve the ease-of doing business.

The Chiaf Manister was brafed that 557 regulatory
reforms have baen endorsed so far with the potential
to gonorate anneial saongs of Bs 460 bilioa for
busineszas.

These reforms ane eimed at simplidyving regulstany
reguiremenis, reducing tha cost of complisnce and eesing
procedural burdens that affecs business operatons.

Undar fthe Prme Minkier's dirgctions, SFC i
facilitating - coomdinated efforis o adwarce mmguisiony
simplification and promate & business ervimnmar: thed
pports. erireprenourship, | investment and  sustsinable
ECoramic growth.

Engagement - with
impoitant part of
thair reach,

Through  its whole-ct-government  coordination
miecharasm, 5IFC conmtinues to connect regulstory
reform  with investmant facilitation, supporting a
simplar, more efficient 2nd business-fiendly framewark
across Fakistan, Mows obts

mganal ctawohoiders i an
exiending these mbams and impeoving

Work on Sukkur-Hyderabad

Motorway to begin next month

Fedoral Minizzer tar Communication
dibdul Aloem Khan said on Salurosy that |
govErnment wes Working 10 impeowe road
infrastrictans scnss Paldstan through salf-
genersted resources with the Mational
Highray Authority {MHA] reweruo targes
incremzed from - Fz.bé bidion o Rs 160
billion' for the current pesr and itz
expenditune capped a3 Ro 30 bilon

He said, sdditional rewerus genoreied
ik h 1ok 12xes and other sourtes weoudd
be util izea 1or consinicling new noads and
impraving infrastructure  acmes tha
CoLmbn.

While addmssing a meeting hero 2%
Lehore Chamiber of Commerce - and
Iraustry (LECIH, shia Fadesa! Mirister
discuzsed majar mad projects, tha financial
sustainabil ity of ‘the MNHA, inoustrial
Snancing, regional trade connectivity and
the need o address concems raised by the
busines= communizy,

LCCl President &li Hussam  disghar,
Semicr YWee President (WF) Sardar Ueman
Ohani, momber: of the Expoutive
Committes and senior members also
spoka at the meeting.

Araul Algerm  Khano zad thar a
substantia! portion - af the authosity's
incomo was comsumed by eanes, moutine
road maintemance, repaTs and emergency
rehab@iation of roeds and  beidges
dermaged by floads.

Refering 1o develooment funding, be
menticned R=224 billion slocated for
ongoing propects under the 2084 Public
Sector Developmars Progrem [PSDOFL

He said a major skace of tha
dovelopmant funds was intended for
rational highway projects in Balochistsn.

Fodaral Minister said that he had
alresdy presanted proposals to tha Frime
Minster for Ease of Daing Business and
address the diffcultios faced by the
indusiriad sectar.

He wrged ©Denks to  comsider
reschediding  ldsns of  industrialists
afecied by high interest rates so that
cfased industrist units could be revved and
tassiness activity restaned

Runréng a business with loars canmying

an interest rats of 25 percent was
catremnely difficult.
fbdul Aleem  Khan  assured  the

tsiness community that s proposalks and
momcers would be presented to the Frime
Ministar and that hewould made svary
poszibla effort to reaches the sies falling
within-hi remit.

He emphasized thar fadlitaiing
butne=es  was  essential  far
strenhening Fakiztan's soonormy.

He said, work was unoenssy on
a propossd  routs intended ko
recuce 1ha distance bDetween
Lshome a&nd  flamabad  from
spprmrimately 380 kometes to
280 klomeies

The project was expected o
improve coarectivity | for  Qujranwals,
Gujrat, Lalamusa, Kharian and Ihedum,
whie reducing frawed fime from around
three ard & half hours o baa and & half
houm,

The propect was being pursued with
the sim of completion by she folowing
i

Abdul Alpem Ehan said additions
rewerd e gencrabad through tall taxes had
played an important ok in making $he
Frisalsbad rosd project possicie:

He said that withoul these additonal

resources,  the pregect might hawe
remained delayed for Teweral mare yoars:
He abo mefemed 1o the  dangercus
conditiors on the previcus mad end the
risks faced Dy Molonway Folos pesonael
while maraging traffic and accideris. Ha
caid bt “Sial kot Moborway was  being
capanded from four lanes to i fanes,

He alza refared o an sdditanal Rz 10
billicn d from MNHA-gererated
resaicrcos for the axpasion. NEWS DESX
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Ukraine Says Starlink
Limits Lifted After

Drone Disruption

Ukraine's mil itary has regained full we of Starl ink
satelfita |imks for its drones and ather fast-meving
equipment, the defense minster said Saturcay, ending
spead restrictions that Ukrainizn officials said had dis-
mupted front-dine aperations for more than & week

The restoration comes a5 U5, ermvoys launched o
new push to end the war. Russia agreed Wednesday
j  toresume three-wsy nogoliations with Washington
and Kyre neext month. On Frday, Kyiv.and Moscow
alzo agroed to a localized ceasefire brokered by first
lady Melaréa Trump argund Heshiy, a war-ravaged

Fussiar-accupied tewn in Ukraine s southem Kherson SEe . - |t ["' - e e
regicn = V ol 5 . i h ..:"':I.
The Deferse Ministry's monitoring systems in i 'y - o IR : oy y

Ukrzine reporied stable connections on objects travel-
ing faster than 400 kph {250 mph), Oefanse Ministar
Yewvhenii ¥hmara told reporters.

The limitations placed on Starshield -
SpaceX s mid itary-grade verzion of. tha
Starlink =micll it intermet service and tha
bsddoanie of Ukraine™s drone operations
znd communicatian - last week alarmed
the coumtry's military and governmant

Turkey Protests ‘rupt Over
Media Crackdown

officials, with commanders reporting o=t
drones and disructed missions
The episods added to tanmans
between Kyie and '."i'-:ﬁ-h:l'latm, a-rals-
tiorship already strained by President
Dionald Trump's reported deal with
Maozcaw on Fussian diesel imparts,
which Ukraina vicwed a3 a bolrayal.
Khmara credited “direct dia-
logue” and Ukrainian Fresident
Voladymyr Zelenskyy s diple:
macy with Washington,
adding that the ocwtcoma
mattered maost “for cur
frord, for tha
miil itary,
% | thia wark
of droras,
. logistics

# and corm-
‘{:{ ;?:- =

Kim Calls for World’s
‘Strongest” Military

Thowsands rallied in Istanbul and
Aniara on Soturday againzt what
they describad as growing prassuns
on jeumalizts in Turkey, ncludng
arresis, modia shutdosms and the
appaintmant of state adminstrators.

"Enough. Wa can no longer
breatha,” shouted marchers in tha
crorads, which were compesed miain-
by af journdists, rghts groups -and
oppoaticn party represondatnaes.

Fress treedom has bean increas-
ingly constramed in Turkey since a
failad coup attemgt @ 2008, with
saoeping prosecutions and digital
cansarship.

Bt recent weeks hove seen what
righis edvocates say is moundng
prossure on indopendent journs ism

Baven journalists have baen
jailed in the pasi two months and
soveral moda outlels shut down,
sccording to the Turkish Jowrnal ists

Uirian

A1 benst 3,000 poople. gatherad
ori the Azian =ide of [=tarbul, sccoed-
g to palice.

They held up photes af jaitad
joumnatists, chanting: "We will not be
silonced Enowgh = erowgh?” and
“We wall not bow to pressume”

Earlies this month, pal ice raided
Turleey's most-watched news chan-
nel, Halk TV halting broadcests and
m=tallng 2 goverrment-appointed
adminisirator

The mrve was the latest agamst
maodia outlits sean as critical of
Fresident Recep Tayyip Ercogan and
hiz. government

it folowed the closuwre of tha
wabsite and social medin accounts
bolonging to |eading digtal news
pautlet T24 owar what autharities
thescribed az "LEET propaganda”

‘This gathering is nat =simply

about standing up for joumalsts,’
w:l:l:ranj-:-.lrnaﬁst Zefur Araplir i told
AFF after tha Istankbul peotest,

‘It iz’ alsp abaut. defendng
respect for sooiety's rght to access
infarmation and news through jous
ns stz and independent medis,”
s2id the columnst for the BirGun
daiy

Far Arapkidi- who himself faces
lmasuits - tha mane imanse the pres-
wurg beocomes, the stronger the
responsa and the determination o
stamd agairst it must be

‘What tha regme wants s 15
intemidate, silerce and frighten sod-
ety through such preswe -- by
arresting individual journalists, seizx
ing meedia outlets, banning news cow-
crage and blacking access to social
miodia,” ho sad

“Wi'a must show that we will not
aliowe this to happan. &FF

Male-Only Imperial

Law Takes Effect
in Japan

Japan’z unpopular revisions to the mpensl House Law that reirdarce the male-
only succassion rules took effect Saturday. The new

rules are expocted to bnng histonc changes 1o
Japan's 1,300 year-oid menarchy.
The chanpges include allowsang the
doption of distant maka relabives
raised as commioners to become ro-
als and father buturs heirs, and |2t
ting princesses keep their royal sta-
bus after masrying commanars.
But the rovised lss bars Emporoe
Maruhito "z huguly#-:!pl.in’ daughtear
Prncess Adka, 24, from becaming his
successor, and her future possible chil-
dren fram even becoming royals.
Critics say the revishors discriminate i
against peaple based on their family
backgrourd or gender and put preasure
on younger mamibers of the royal family
to preduce male offspring.
The Imperial Houschold Agency hes
said officials are studying how ta implemant the
MAEASLTES.
The male-cnly succession nudle means the line
must move to the emperor’s younger brothar
Alizhing, then to his 20-yearold nephew
Prirca Hizahito. Mext in line aftar him iz
the emperar’s P-pear-old uncla
The revized bxw allowes sdoplion
od unmarmied male descendants,
aged 15 or oldar, of distant imparial
relatives - but ondy of paternsf line
=ge - inte & branch of the roya

Marth Koroan leader Kim
Jdong n wurged his milidarg 1o
train to become the strongest in

the world at a two-day meating  technically at war as the 1950-53  technical aspects and consolidat-  mediate-ran hypersonic _mis royal status in 1947, which at tha
of company commanders i Karean War ended in 2 truce, et od inta pm?IE:n:t combat forces” sile, bath of which ware zaid ta time was {0 pase the postwar
Fyongyamng, state maodia said & peace krosty KCMS, said it was the fArst  use A techoodogy. hnancial burden on tha mananchy.
Saturday. The Pyongyang avent, held  gathering of "the entire army" Dezpite  long-running LUK Four of the 17 =uch familie=

Kims call for what ‘he Thumsday and Fridey, was aimed  since a February party congress  sanctions, Morth  Korea  has ramain, but they are at |east 36

dubbed & "Korean-shio mil itany
ravoiution” came tha same weak
Seoul’'s milary proposed talks
te clanfy the border aftar an
paplozon inside the hoavily fort-

Besieged
Yemeni
City Faces
Water
Shortage

Fiod Demilitansed Zone [CHAZ)
further strained imter-Koresn ties
Seaul end Pyongyang remain

&t dewvaloping a pian 1o train the
strongest armed forces n the
world,” Kim szaid, eccordng to
the aficial Karea Central Maws
Agency (KCHAL He' also calleo

for "all the companies” of the
Horth's sy ko be "tumed into.a
strong elite wnit in mi dary and

where Kim had calied for
stronger corventional forces and
reaffirmed plans to  develop
nuclzar weapons and missiles
Morih Korea has also tested o

slew of wesgon: recently, includ
ng A " newbype’ procsicn-goed-
od topedo system and an inter-

erchnned its status as-a nuclzar
armed =tate in lzw, with i
regime repostedly declaring its
atornic arsenal permanent and
imewversibla. AFF

The plan is to fmd candidates
from famil ies that rencunced thair

generations remaved frem
Maruhite after spditting from a
common malke-line ancestor &0
years ago, officials sand. As

tamily.

Crinking 'wizter has bosn scarce for over =
aecads in Taiz, oot the prottam has reached or-
sk keveis in ecent weois a3 Iar-backed Houmi
ehok besicge Yernan 't thind-amest oty in iher
escalating conflict with gowemment fones.

Thie rewds of Taiz's mone than 1 mikion e
dants am row tarsly being met, humanitsnian
groups say, a3 acoess o wedls i | imited, desale
nation plarts nun kow'on foee and werer det ivery
inucis ane largely provented from eniering the
city Famities are ratianing evety drop. Bedom
Taiz came under siege, Haal al-Shehid and het
o woung) oilden wsed atout 10 | iters (abaut
2.4 galiors| of bodtled water per day-far drink-
rog and cooing: now oy am making the ssme
amount [ast about tour days

"W =opped derting oofes and tea,
whith wa umed fo drink caily,” al-Shahid =sid in
& phong interiow.

Families |ike alkShehid's ame paying =
much a5 75% mans tor bottad water than usta
Tov weeks-ago, and oma have begun to buy
wabaran credit

southerm Yemen
supEd ies. Shortages of gmoenes havwe sent food
orices soanng. Fuedis alzo i shon supphy, mak-
ing i difficult to meintsn basic series sudh as
noggitals and sansation, whech compounds the
rui i hoalth rizis

Amnesty infemations’ has cxled on the
Houthis ko mmed islety open rosas inta the ciby,
saying Taiz & kbwing pushed o “the brink of a
soware humaritsriar cizashor”

Tomen desceraed inko civil war n 2014,
whan the Houthis seized mudch of the coun
try’s norh, including the capital of Sanaa, apd
fonced ithe ntemationaly recognized gowers
mient inbo e Tair has boan a focal point of
fighting aver sinoo. Warnslsted damage to
Teiz's aging water infrastructune magnified tha
pressanes ol populaton grosth and freguent
droughi=s thet led to shrinking supplies of
groundwater Residonts bogan paying for

Th siege: ot Tair -.& sirvipgc gateway to

isnt anly corstricting weater

water delwered by tnucs, & mostly redizble

alemative - ontl recently. aF
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Shiffrin 7th in Giant zzzzs ity Suffer
Slalom Opener in Austria 5 . s
LD VpLaer 1D auyiiie o g e s o Fll"Si LOSS Of

Mikzola cnowgh and serl the Olympsc her first Wordd Cup win at age tory was m 2022,
Shiffrin had . slalom champion down ta sew 32 "R focls like a fairy tale nght Shiffin usad to race and win
to sottle for 1 enth noe, pretty unreal,” Moftzan in all dizciplines, out she had
a seyanth ‘When Shiffiin said. Lara Colturi of Albares wes. reduced har schedule in recent
ploced firish crossed the sacond. Garmany's Emma years after sha endurad bemify
whila fellow |-t was Aicker, whi lsst seaszomn finshed ing crashas in a dawnhill in
Amancan Maltzan second to Shilfrin in the owverall Caortina in early 2024 2nd & G3
Faula Maltzan I 3 . B whao was fitle standings, was third in Kl ington 10 months. istar:
enjoyed har . - ;

cpened with & . Arnemario Moser averall ap
woman's gant fraH

: O, ii B left coln Shiffrin’s sixth Waorld Cup Har 22 career viclaries in giant o
first caroer win AR : hrating ovaral title [ast season equaled zlalam reman the women’s
as the Alpine =k 4 the woman s record set in the rocord, as are ber 73 wins in
racing seasan 8 I ;H h'. T 1870s by Sustrian great shalom amd 110 wins

zlafom an

Saturday. . Manchestor Cify's perlect start to the
Shilfrin led after Fremier Loague season ended Saturday with

the frst run in 4 2-1 lozs 2t Aston Villa

Salden, Sustria, on the
Rettenbach glacier. But
har second nunwas-
n'l good

Miczlas Jackson scored beth goals for
Vilka against Enro Maresca's City, which
‘was aimung for an cighth straight win in

tha beague.
It alo axtandad Villa's culstanding
racent run {o siz wins from seven
games in Al competitrons
Jacksan is g bo saven goals
far the seasan in all competis
tions. Ha fired the

il
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Red Roses on First Losing
Streak in 10 Years e

Erling Hasltand head:

ed City |ewal in the secand
Mao. t-rarked England suffored com- hiafd, bt Jackson got his
secutive defoats for the fimt time in 2 S8k F second and the winner
decade after it was beaten by Canada 31- wath a frrst-time finish that
22 in WXV wamen’s rugby late Friday. squirmad undar goal keep:

Canada doublad down on s histaric er Gianiuigs Charnarusmma
24-21 win in Toronto |ast City fell to a fourth
week  with  zustained dafeat at Villa Park in 22
defensive prassure and a ARy SEn0ns. AF
withering three-try burst
in ning minutes around the
feaur mark.

The Canadians have been the bane of
England’s existence for the past five weeks,
responsible for ending the Red Roses'
rocard 39-win sireak in a 24-75 draw in Exater,
stopping  their 41-match unbeaten run in
Torarte, and now starting their Birst |osing
sireak since July 3074

t's so amarmg. |t shows we can cone
sistently perform at this lewel and now wa
st need toda it far another two, three
years to the next Werld Cup {in 2029 in
Australial," Canada coptain Sophia de
Goede said.

Diespite conceding five scrum panal:
ties, Canada's deferse forced constant
errors by world champion England in front of
13,117 spectators. “We're not broken, we just
need to grow from this,” England captain J
leg Joanes said. Ap

Choi Climbs to Tied
2nd at LPGA
South Korea Event

Hye-din Chai had an 5*‘
pagle and soven birdies on h

gid her first 11 holes f Aoy
Saturday on a rain-
soaked Pina Baach
Galf Links to sheot a & |
under 46 and move
inko & tie for secord
place after throe raunds of %
the LPGA South Korea tour
nament,

Avdija’s 26 Leads
Blazers Pasi Sl
v Kings

her kast
threa holes, il
led the toumamant
by four strokas aker a 4-

wredar &8 and a8 three-roued
Deni Avdija fed the Trail Blazers with 26 total of 17-under 199
ponts, six rebounds, ard 54 nssisks in the Chiot shiot 28 on kar Frant

Sacramenta Kings on Friday she bopeyed the par-5-12th

Cramian Lillard and Toumeni Camara score after hitling into & fairvay bunkar.
19 pairts aoch and helped the Trail Blazers improves to 2-0. Sha made 2 double-bogey sewen on

Roakie Crarius Aol Jr. scored 33 points, while the 17th after mizsng an cight-fool
Comamtas Sabonis had 27 points, 19 rebounds, and 10 par putt after hitting into hazard off
assists tar the Kings {0-2] in their heme openar. Zach Laline the green with her faireay wood.
added 22 ponts “I'had a really good score on tha

The Kings had a 12-paint lead aftar LaVine made three free front nine. 1 felt good about my ball-
throews midway through the 13t guarter and held a 4-5% laad at strikireg early on, 30 1 was zble to play
hatftime. The Trail Blasers got off to o hot start in the third quar- confidently ard moke a lot of birdin
ter aith, starting on a 15-0 run, capped off by a Z-paint basket by putts, which helped,” Chai said. “I'm
Camara for a T4-64 lgad. Portland made B of 19 shots from 3 a little disappointed with how |
paint range in the third quarter after a making only 4 of 22 pleyed on the back nine." ap
. fram distance in tha First half. a@

y

Feortland Trail Blazers 128-120 victory ower the | nine and was F-under before
a

Jaymon Tatum scored 25 of his 34 points in the second half, induding seven of his team’s final
aight 1o help the Boston Celtics h-:lﬁd aff the Mew York Enides 107-103 on Friday mght.

Faul George and Meemias Cueta added 15 points spicca to fand off a late rally by the
B dafonding MBA champion Knicks.
| Bew Yark fell to0-2 after losng its season opener to the Philadelphia ?4erms.

Karl-Anihoay Towns had 22 points to lead five Knicks in double figures. OG Aruraby
had 20 peints, 10 rebounds and eight assists. Deuce McBride finshed with 20 paints
and Jalor Brunsan added 1%

In a game that featwed 12 lead changes and four ties, Boston cutscored Maow
fork 33-24 in the third guarter to increase a cne-paint halftima lead to 10 erdering
the final peried

The Celtics” edge grew as kigh as %1-T% before a 12-3 Enicks mun cut it 94-91
an Towns' putback dunk
Meow ‘fark gat it back to 99-24 on Jash Hart's 3-pointer before Quota turned it
owar, beading to Brunson's foater. But Tatum responded with & 1%-footer on Baston's
nexct possession that made it 101-58 with 1:11 remaining

It was 103-58 when Anunaby bt 2 pair of free throws with less than a minote lef. Bt
Tatum drained a 3 from thewsng. Mitchell Robinsen finished with four points, four rebounds and
n blodk after straggling with early foul treuble throwghaut his first matchup against the Knicks

pam that he helped van last season’s title. Rebirson wes the oaly member of Mew Yark= reg:

ular rotation that didn't return. it didn't stap him fram making his presence felt opposite tho

team hi spent his first cight WBA seasens with, Dwing one seguence in the fowrth quarter

"9 Fobinson mwatted awoy a leyup attempt by Towns. Following o miss by Mikal Eridges,
* Bobinsan then was the recpient of an alay-oop from Demick White, a#

Celtics
Ldge
Knicks as

Tatum
Scores 36
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