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Zardari calls for stronger

Pak-German ties

Steinmeier lauds Pakistan for resolving disputes

Fresdeont Asif &lj Zarderi on Friday
streszed the imperative af real izng the
avpilable potential fo expand pod itical,
and deternse  cooparation
certween Pakistan and Gormany, with a
tocus one trade, cemengng

WoarsamEL,

groater
technologies,
col-i'mai|
rasil once,  akills
devalooment,
people-ta
Deaphe ard
el buwral
michanrgos.
“Charing -]
meeting with
Fedaral President
of Germarg
Framk="Walter
Eteinmeier,
President Asif Bli
Zardari thanked
hom for: his
irvitetion ard the
wamn haspitality
extended b3 him

and his
aeiegation, a
Fresideacy's
neEws raloase
sand.”

He zaid 1ne
visit reflocted

Fakistan's
comsmitment o
deopening  its
langstanding

cordial, triond By relations with Germany
ared nradiness to translate ewistng
relations into a mono stronger, robust
and mutually beneficial parinership
constructve

thraugh sustaingd
ongagement.

The president noted with prokound
sppreciation that this landmank visit is
23 yamrz
defining & significant  chapter
bilaterai relations az the twe countries

now taking place aftor

commemarata 73

this year

ana

that

ior

rasil isnca

thraugh

Presigant

B
B Contirwed on Page 1

PM approves Rs 4.500
wheat price for 2027

Says to open economy to global markets

T e— P

Frme. Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday approved
an indicative whoat prico of Bod 500
cer maurd Sor 02T, ug Rs1,000
from Sast year's E=3.500, n o2
decizion  aimed st suppocting
farmars and boosting  domestc
oo uchion.

The primea ministar said the
Increase was meant o prowids
religf to graweors facing higher
ccodction  costs, rsing  patnal
prices and imilationany pressune. He
said giing farmes a0 offoctive
noentive 1o sow wheat was amorg
tho main chjectves of tho docicon,
s Prime Mnister's Office nows
ne'icane aidl

The prme ministar said the
oogoon woud bo an mportand
shep owamds steergthaning naticral
focd sacurity, encouraging bocal
production and bringing stabil ity to
the sgricultune socior The new
ovion s empecied to hep fammen
recorver their input costs and aam a2
reasanabbky pofit, b oaid

The farmors. have feced
financial ciffculbes in ecert yoarm
pocauso of infistion and riing
agrcuthucal  expersoa,  whils
Fakistan has also had <o import
whoat ower the past two yess, the

Muhamemad

pri me T mshar notod.

The  gowernment, he  ssid
gxpects  the indicative price bz
crecunage growers 1o inks geater
intgrest in wheat oaltivetion, leading
bo sasen=ive wwing in tha coming
reoman. and bettsr prospacts o
damestc output:

The prima minister
acknoradedged the guidsnce ol
President Asit Al Zapdari and Mian
Muharmmed WNeaaz Sharf in #o
maitar, es wel & the corsulisfion
and cooperaticn of the chiel
mirizers of Punjab and Sindh.

Ho enpressed speciad thanss bo
Punjeh Chiaf Minkier Maryam
MNmwazr for her cooperation and
vahizble suggestans during tho

conzultative CETDDOEE, ard

& spprecased her mbo nit He

ako therked Endh - Chicd
Minister Syed Muarad . Adi
Ehaki for his coopermtion

The prime menisier expeessod
the hope that the measune would
cortrbate 1o the ecoramic well
being of farmers, the stakil ity of 5ie
agricutiural cozromy and effons tc
make ihe county mom  soif
sufficiont i dood. He said he
wipotied 27 1o biing positive
rezulis for ihe agriculture sector and
the prosperity of amers.

Leparately, Prime  Mimisior
Shehibar Sharit on Friday reilorated
Pakistan's wilingress to coan s
EOoMTY. b0 promesTeg inbemations
marksts and consult globaky
moognised  pmoromic miparts b
advarce the country's economic
growth and prospeity

The prime minisior exceessod
these viows ounng 8 moeting with
Peter Briggs, Managing Cinector of
Morth  &mernican  Operatiors at
intemational consuling limm Alvarz
& Waral [6.5M).

Shohbar Shand said thal ates
achipwing economic. and  fiscal
iebility, the' gavernment was
taking effective  messures o
intneduce geeorroobed stnaciure
relomns and promote eport-ied
grow and A product e sconory.

B Cortirued on Page 7

years  of
pstablichmant of diolomatic relstions

He stated that -Pakistan highly
values Garmany 23 & majer Eurcpean
partrer, ard greatly admires
suppart ‘towards
m B.n
OmpoWErmant,
sooial protection

w0

devalopment
Frosident aaif
Ali Zardari statod

stand= prepared
papanding
Bilateral
cooperation

education,
i yocational
trasning
technological
advancemant,
{rado
avestment,
agriculture,
cermmene srd industry, and climate
enhanced
govermmienl-bo-gowemmens, busTiess-to-
brusiress; and expents ewvel interactions
Azif AN
cepressed hesogratitude o Presdont
Frank-Walter Stoinmeier for German
ackrwledoemant of Pakistan's sincere
madiation roda i US-Iran confiict

Garmar

hmamn

Pakistan

Chief of Defence

beyond traditianal "

aEar inlz Forces and Chief of
riroyatieg g L
mutaoaslly J&WFSEHFIEId
Benaticial + +
cepslie | Marshal Asim Munir
Cormany ; in vowed to continue the
sclanti [ BE= 5 ¥
devalapment, campaign against
heafthcare  anra

‘Indian-sponsored
terrorist outfits' and
‘hit them hard
wherever they are’,
the military's media
wing said on Friday.

AN

A

Accordimg 1o @ statement
issued by the Inter-Sernices
Fublic Redations {ISPR}, CDF
elunar wisitod Conps
Heéadouarters in Feshawar. Upon

Zardari

CDF Munir

YOWS (o
hit terror

outfits hard

terrorism  opearations,  borders
management measwes, and the
operaticnal preparedness  of
formations deployed in the
prowvince.

"Field Marshal commended
thi high marale and
professionalism of officers and
troops, diracting  tham o
continue vigilance and highest
ctandards aif pperatianal
readiness to efactively counter
threats." the statement said.

E5FR said, “He underscored
that we would continue the
campaign  against  Indian-
sponsored termorst suthis to the
fullest and hit them' hard
whereser they are.”

“While paying tributes o the
sacrifices of the people of
Pakistan, including Shuhada and
Ghazis of the security forces,
COF Munir abhrmed that with the
suppart-of tha poople, Pakistan

Dailythernail.com.pk | Follow us on Twitter-Facebook

Peshawar a day eardier to attend
a meetmg of the Federal Apex

Committee on tha ‘Naticnal
fction Flan, chamad by Frime
Mirister Shahbaz Shanl aon
Thursday. The mescting discussed
the secunty situation m Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa {E-P1. with ‘tha
gavemment  roiteralimg it
commitment o restoring poace
and accalerating dovelopmeant in
the province

F¥ Ehehbaz detended tha
imposition of emergency and
govemnar's - rule  Cin Khyber
Paichtunkbwea {K-F|, =aying the
measures had besn necessitsied
by the deteriorating security
situation, and vowed to restora
poace, prosgonty amd
d-nl.l.:l-nfment n tha province

Defending the docizian, ha
mantained that the Constitutian
and law empowsred the

arrival, he was recesved by the  would surely inffict total defest

Fochawsr Comps Commander. ta tha tarroristz asnd  their
The army chief was brcfed perverted  ideclogy,”  the

en  the prevailing  security - statement concheded.

stuation, ongoing  counter- COF  Munir armved

govermment  ta  take  tha
im measures imptemented in K-P

He thanked the rcoslition
parinars  far supporting  the
move;, particularly President
Zardari and Fakistan Muztim
League-Mawar [PRAL-B]
President Mawaz Sharif

The mestng cames amid a
resurgence of temorism in K-R
Security msessments presentad
ip the federnl cabirat showad
that terrorisi incidents in tha
province had incressed by 195
per cent betwean barch 2024
and Soptember 3024, with
police and secunty parsonneal
bearing the brunt of attacks,

On Thursday, four polica
parsonngl, iru:luﬁng a Countar
Terrarism  Dlapartment deputy
superirtendent of pelice, weno
martyred in 20 sachangs of firg
with armed men in Karek. In a
separate incident im Bannw, Bwa
civilians were inpurad in o
remate-cantrellad bomb
eaplosion. siws b

Gwadar attack:
7 terrorisis

killed

Security forces have foiled
an attempted terrorist
attack on an unoccupied
cohstruction company
camp in Gwadar,
Balochistan, killing seven
terrorists and surreunding
several others, according
to sacurity sources.

The sources said the forces acted
promptly to prevent the terrarist
i

Arcrcording o securily sounces, a
claaranca operation was unserwaly in
the sumounding areas te eliminate
any remaining torrorist threats

Thea sowrces said three terrorists
had been kilad on Thursday night
during tha aperation, while three
additional suspects wore sumounded
by seourity personnel.

Separately, four pther suspected
temorists had bean encircled at a
hotel near the Gwadar highway tha
sources said The Genoral Officer
Commandng [E0C) of Gwadar was
personally leading the operation,
according 1o security  sources.
Qperatons ane continuing as security
personnel work te neutralme the
remaining suspects.

Federal Intenor Minster Maobesin
Magwi has paid tribute 10 the security
forces for Fnihng a kesrarist attack in
Gwadar and eliminating sewan
terrarists. He praisad the 'ﬁ:rcu: for
their professional mm, coursge and
determinatsan in countering
temarism

*| am proud of the brave
personned of our security forces whao
thwarted the atiack by terrarists, the
scourge of cur fand,” Maogvl said

Ha added that terroristz who
attermnpt 10 obstruct the
davelopment  and  progress  of
Hafachistan would meet a miserable
and

The mienor minster reaffemed
that tha entire nation stands
shoulder to shoulder  with the
secunty torces im tha fight against
terrorism. B

R4 bloc stands with Riyadh

At the Regional Four {R4)
Foraign Ministars' Maating
held in lstanbul on Friday,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foraign Minister shaq Dar
and other foreign ministers
expressed sol idarity with
Saudi Arabia over the
recent Houthi attacks
targeting the kingdom, the
Foreign Office (FO) said.

The R4 . goup, comprEng
Fokistan, Egypt. 5sudi Arabia and
Turkiye, amenged in Manch arg has
bewn fooming on mgions’ soodnty
and medation eifons botween the
Urited Sfates and iran

Tha R-4-plis. meetirg wih
Framos, Gammany, Haly snd tha United
Lingdom - & also ing held 0
stanioul

Scoonding. bo a stabzment by the
0 -on social media, DFM Dar
partcipated in e skt B4 Forign
Afiristos’ Meeting. alongside Turndsh

Fonsign  Minister  Hakan  Fidan,
Egyptian  Foseign  Minsster  Badr
Abdalady, and Foreign Mirister

Frince Foisal tin Fathan Al Sad of
Soudi Armbia

The minizies revigwed
gownlopments in the regian srce their
Azt meeting in Mew York in Septamber,
with "particar tocus-on thie ssustion
i thee Middla Eact and related sacurity
challenges and conflicts”, the Fosaid

They ewpnessed ol idanity with
Saudi Mrabia and reaffirned  their
support for i sowensgrly  and
territaral inkegrity.

The FO added thet the minsiers
Ang mondomaed the Houthi-attscka
targating  Saudi Awebia  ard
arderzcoed  the  importzrce of
respecling state sovermignay.

Thoy  disosssed  wayn o
stmngthen regional coomdination and
=chvance dipromatic effors 1o pomcke
lasting peace, secusity, and stability,” &
said.

Bilateral mestings

Diar parlier he'd bilateral mestings
with the Turkish and Egyptian faign
minizles; on the sl ines af 1the R4
meeting and a meoting between the E-
4 and Eumcpoan diplomats in lstanbod,
the FC said

Ina postan X, the FO s=id that Dar
mat with Fidan ahead of the minisborial
masting, thariking him tor hosiing the
meedings. Tho par discussedl bratoral
relelicrs and mgona’ oeveooments,
partiogarty the situstion n the Middle
East and Falesting.

"They exprossed CORCETT  GveEr
threats to regional stabildy ard
arderscored  the  importance . of
dialague, diplomacy and ccondinaied
affars o promicts mgions’ peace and
seounty” the FO satement saia.

idditonally, Car and  Fidan
steergly condemned Howshi attade on
Saudi Aratia and reaffirmed their
ommeTent b close coordinatian: o
regional isues, inouding under the
Makkah Diglenca Agreemcnt.

"Both loaders reaHimned their
ommisment 1o further sirengthering
the longstanding bords of Fendship
and Drotherhood botwoen Pakistan
and Turkye, and o doepening
ooparation aoos &l amas of muiual
inberest, both  bilstersfly snd in
muAdtateral fom,” the FO added.

Lavier, tho FO. esid that Der s
met with Egyptan FM Abdalstty on

the sidalines of the minsioel
mating. when the Pao eachanged
wEws o0 regional ard irtemational
OovE| Dpmenis.

Ir parcular, they dEoessd the
stustion in Palestine and the Miodie
E==t, ard undemoomed the importanon
o "mustained disiogue ard diplomacy”
n aadnessing chalerges in the region.

Tha twa  roaffrmod  the
‘longstandng and  hratomal  bes®
babtween Pakistan snd Egypt. and
kignlightea the importanoe ©
rwstnined high-evel ergagement to
furthar adwarce bilsteral elstions, the
PO statement maid

“They agroed to mpert goster
MOMmENEm 0 DODPeration AO0ss 8
range of aress, ncluging - treoa,
busineszto=teiness nkages,
agricuibara, phanmaceatical,
commeactvity, renowable Enogy,
dofence, and  people-io-peopla
excharges,” the FO sadsd

Tre mirisears sko malfimed thoir
cammitment -] contmued
cansuifations and doses coomination
undar the RE Samework, as well 8z on
miaktess of rmvitusl-inbenest, it asid.

Soparatedy. COFM Dar met with
Serman . Foroign - Ministor Jobann
VWadephul on the sdelines of the
mecting and cxpreszed the aesire o
further * strengthen  bilateral | Ges
‘theough sstzined engagement and
cooperation acoss mulicle swes of
mitial imtered ™, the FO 3aial

ficoonding (b the B, the two
ministars discussod molations Defvssan
Pakistan and Germsry ard euchanoed
VEWs On regional and intemstional
oowalopments.  They strossed  the
imporiance of diakgue; dplomacy
ard sustaired niemationral
ongagement o pomole poscr and
chability and o address the ewolving
challenges in the region. HEWS BESK
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Balochistan needs smaller units for better
govarnance: Bugti
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Seven killed In attack at
church in Jardan

Fakiztan can mesat
rizing Mabd vian
demand, sayz Jam

P5L 12 player auction
date revealad

Cohen revives AliG,
cites fears

Back I‘ugv

12 killed, owver 25 injured
in coach-van collision
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Federal Minister for National Food
Security and Research Rana Tanveer
Hussain has said that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif had steered the country
in the right direction and economy

of the country had improved with
better indicators.

The minister said, "We have established a clear
direction and brought stability to the system". He
said that Pakistan had been hit hardest by the
repercussions of the Gulf conflict and the impact on
us had been the most severe.

He further said that the government through its

Shehbaz steered economy
in right direction, says

Rana Tanveer

policies had managed to absorb these shocks,
ensuring that the full brunt of the impact was not
passed on to the public.

Addressing the inauguration ceremony of the

Central Plant Quarantine Laboratory (CPQL) at the
Department of Plant Protection in Karachi and
talking to media persons here Friday, he said that
the laboratory, equipped to meet international
standards, would enhance testing capabilities and
support the country’s agricultural sector. He
described the state-of-the-art facility as a
significant step  towards  strengthening
agricultural research, plant protection and
Pakistan's export potential. "Protecting farmers’
interests is the government's foremost priority.
Strengthening our laboratory infrastructure will
help improve agricultural productivity in
international markets and safeguard plant
health,” he said.

Highlighting progress in plant quarantine, Rana
Tanveer Hussain said that interceptions had declined
from 376 to 23, expressing confidence that
improved laboratory facil ities and technical capacity
would help reduce them further.

The minister also said that the Department of
Plant Protection would be able to recruit and train
qualified staff to operate the CPQL and the
Federal Pesticides Testing and Reference
Laboratory (FPTRL) efficiently.

He also announced an agreement with the
International Centre for Chemical and Biological
Sciences at the University of Karachi's H.E.J.
Research Institute of Chemistry to strengthen
cooperation in food security and research. The
collaboration will provide access to commercial
pesticide-residue testing facilities, supporting

agricultural
compliance.

Discussing wheat and sugar markets, the
minister stressed coordination among federal and
provincial governments, farmers and wheat and
sugar industry stakeholders. He said that policy
decisions would be guided by available data and the
broader interests of the agricultural economy. On
sugar exports, he highlighted that Pakistan currently
had a surplus that could benefit farmers, but
stressed that accurate data on local demand was
essential before deciding on any imports or exports.

He credited Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
vision and commitment to development, saying that
stronger agricultural institutions were essential for
expanding export opportunities. He said that the
facility would support the country’s capacity for
plant quarantine and pesticide testing, contributing
to safer agricultural inputs.

He also reaffirmed the government's
commitment to food security, farmers’ welfare and
sustainable agricultural development. He added that
the Prime Minister had called for a new data-
collection system to improve agricultural planning.

Replying to a question about Governor Rule and
Emergency in KPK, he said that the actions or
measures required to combat terrorism were distinct
from those used to address general law and order.

Rana Tanveer said that special arrangements had
been made for KPK area and it was worth noting that
this cannot be  extended  indefinitely.
Constitutionally, Governor's Rule can be imposed for
a maximum of six months and it cannot be extended
by even a single day. In contrast, a state of
emergency can be maintained for an indefinite
period, he added. News DEsk

quality assurance and export

Sindh steps
up Mpox
surveillance

The Sindh Health Department has strengthened sur-
veillance, contact tracing and case management measures
following the detection of seven Mpox cases over the past
week. The Department is closely monitoring the situation
and ensuring timely identification of cases and appropriate
clinical care to prevent further transmission. The situation
is being managed through established public health pro-
tocols, and there is no need for undue concern.

The Department has advised public and private health-
care facilities to strictly implement infection prevention and
control (IPC) measures. The public is also encouraged to
maintain good hand hygiene, exercise caution in crowded
places, particularly healthcare facilities, and avoid direct
contact with skin lesions, rashes or personal belongings of
suspected or confirmed cases. Sharing towels, clothing,
bedding and other personal items should be avoided.

The Health Department is maintaining active surveil-
lance and conducting contact tracing to identify and mon-
itor individuals who may have been exposed to confirmed
cases. Appropriate clinical care is being provided to
patients admitted to public hospitals, while healthcare
facilities have been advised to ensure the use of personal
protective equipment wherever indicated and follow all
relevant safety protocols. Separately, the Sind h Healthcare
Commission (SHCC) has sealed Ibn-e-Hassan Hospital in
Karachi following a laboratory report confirming an Mpox
case in a 20-day-old infant, after concerns were identified
regarding infection prevention and control practices.

The Health Department emphasises that Mpox is a pre-
ventable and manageable public health concern. Individuals
who develop an unusual rash, blisters or skin lesions, partic-
ularly following close contact with a suspected or confirmed
case, should seek prompt medical assessment and inform
healthcare professionals of any relevant exposure.

Those with suspected Mpox should avoid close physical
contact with others until assessed by a healthcare profes-
sional. The Department urges the public to follow recom-
mended preventive measures and rely on verified informa-
tion issued through official sources, while avoiding the cir-
culation of unconfirmed reports on social media. NEws DEsk

Three killed
in firing over
land dispute

Three persons were killed and four others injured in a
firing incident over a land dispute near Kandiaro in Sindh's
Naushahro Feroze district, according to police sources
quoted by TV channels.

According to initial reports, the incident occurred
when a rival party allegedly opened fire over a land dis-
pute in the area. Following the incident, rescue teams
rushed to the scene and shifted the bodies and injured
persons to a nearby hospital. Police have launched an
investigation into the incident to determine the circum-
stances surrounding the firing. NEWS DESK

Four cops
injured

Four police personnel were injured when a police van
overturned after its tyre burst on Shahrah-e-Bhutto in
Karachi on Friday.

According to traffic police, the van's tyre burst near
Memon Goth Toll Plaza, causing the driver to lose control.
The vehicle then collided with a roadside railing and over-
turned, injuring four police personnel, a local news chan-
nel reported. Upon receiving information, police and res-
cue teams rushed to the site and shifted the injured police
personnel to a nearby hospital. NEWs DESK

Bilawal pays tributes to
Nusrat Bhutto on her
death anniversary

Chairman of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
has paid rich tribute to
Madr-e-Jamhooriat
Begum Nusrat Bhutto
on her death
anniversary, saying she
is a bright and
unforgettable chapter in

cal history.

keeping  the
the struggle for soeng o
democracy, the democracy
supremacy of the -
Constitution and the bears wit-
U ness that
people's right to rule. enchificas

The PPP Chairman said in his message
that during the dark era of dictatorship,
Madr-e-Jamhooriat endured imprison-
ment, state repression and unbearable
hardship, yet never compromised on
her commitment to democracy and
the rights of the people.

Her steadfastness, sacrifices |
and democratic struggle will for-
ever |ive on in Pakistan's politi- §

The PPP Chairman Bilawal |
Bhutto Zardari said Begum
Nusrat Bhutto turned personal
grief and tragedy into courage
and national resolve,

made for principles are never in vain,
and that the struggle for democracy is
carried forward from one gen-

eration to the next.
He said that the
true way to honor the
struggle and sacri-
fices of the Madr-e-
Jamhooriat is to con-
tinue the fight for

51 democracy, the
supremacy of the
Constitution, public

rights and equal ity and
to carry her democratic
mission forward.
NEWS DESK

Improved internet need
of hour: Aseefa Bhutto

Speaking during question
hour in the National Assembly,
. she said Nawabshah lacked
N 4G and 5G services and
called for joint efforts

to improve internet
connectivity across

\ <2 b R
- £ i fa="

First Lady Aseefa Bhutto

connectivity was the need of
the hour for Pakistan’s youth
and business community.

the country.

] : : “There is no 5G or 4G in
Zardarl' an Frlda.y said Nawabshah, so | sincerely request
that improved internet that let's sit together to try and

improve internet for the entire
country,” she said.

Aseefa  Bhutto invited
Parliamentary Secretary for
Information Technology and
Telecommunication Sabheen
Ghauri, who was responding to
questions related to the
Ministry, to sit with the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
to work together to address
internet connectivity issues.
NEWS DESK

Lanjar orders
review of security
for political,
religious leaders

An important meeting of the Provincial Threat
Assessment Committee was held under the chairmanship
of Sindh Minister for Home and Law Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar
to review security arrangements for important personali-
ties, political leaders and religious figures.

The meeting was attended by ACS Home Igbal
Memon, IGP Sindh Javed Alam Odho, representatives of
law enforcement agencies and other relevant officials.
Addressing the meeting, Sindh Home Minister Zia-ul-
Hassan Lanjar directed the authorities to conduct a fresh
review of the security provided to all important personali-
ties, political leaders and religious figures. He stressed
that the Provincial Threat Assessment Committee's report
and recommendations, along with available information,
must be given due importance in this regard.

He made it clear that decisions regarding the provision
of security or any increase in security arrangements must
be based on genuine threats and actual security require-
ments. Sindh Home Minister further directed that addi-
tional personnel deployed in the name of security be with-
drawn immediately. He also called for effective measures
to eliminate security arrangements provided without
proper authorization.

He emphasized that unnecessary deployments must
not be allowed and that available personnel should be uti-
lized according to actual needs and priorities. Zia-ul-
Hassan Lanjar further stated that the process of providing
security must be transparent, effective and subject to reg-
ular monitoring. He directed the relevant institutions to
make security-related decisions on the basis of credible
information, the nature of threats and the recommenda-
tions of the Threat Assessment Committee to ensure the
appropriate use of resources.

Sindh Home Minister said that the protection of the
lives and property of the public was the government's
foremost priority. However, he noted that the availability
of security personnel and their effective deployment must
also be ensured. He stressed that, rather than allocating
security resources for unnecessary purposes, priority
should be given to protecting individuals and locations
where the nature of the threat makes the deployment of
personnel essential. Sindh Home Minister directed the rel-
evant authorities to continuously review security arrange-
ments and complete all necessary measures in a coordi-
nated manner. He emphasized that this approach would
help protect individuals facing genuine threats while
ensuring the effective utilization of the human resources of
law enforcement agencies. NEWS DESK

Promotion of 542
officers to BS-19

recommended

A meeting of the Provincial Selection Board-Il was held
under the chairmanship of Chief Secretary Sindh Syed Asif
Hyder Shah, where promotion of 542 officers of various
provincial departments from Basic Pay Scale (BPS)-18 to BPS-
19 was recommended. The meeting reviewed the promotion
cases of officers from different departments and recom-
mended their promotion to BPS-19 against their respective
posts. The Provincial Selection Board-ll recommended the
promotion of 438 Assistant Professors of the College
Education Department to the post of Associate Professor in
BPS-19. The recommendations include 287 male Assistant
Professors and 151 female Assistant Professors. In the
College Education Department, promotion of five Senior
Librarians to Chief Librarian in BPS-19 was recommended.

In the School Education Department, the Board rec-
ommended promotion of eight Deputy Directors
Finance/Audit to the post of Director Finance in BPS-19. It
also recommended promotion of eight Headmasters to
the posts of Senior Headmasters and Headmistresses in
BPS-19.The Board further recommended promotion of 28
Deputy Directors of the Agriculture Department to the
posts of Director/Additional Director in BPS-19. The
Board also recommended promotion of seven Senior
Directors Physical Education to Chief Director in BPS-19.
The promotion cases of officers of the Health Department
were also considered. The Board recommended promo-
tion of six Dermatologists to Senior Dermatologist in BPS-
19. At the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC),
promotion of two Senior Pharmacists to Additional Chief
Pharmacist in BPS-19 was recommended. The Board also
recommended promotion of one Assistant Professor of
Medicine to Associate Professor in BPS-19.

In the Law Department, the Board recommended pro-
motion of 17 Deputy District Attorneys to District Attorney
in BPS-19, while three Deputy Prosecutors General were
recommended for promotion to Additional Prosecutor
General in BPS-19. The Board also considered promotion
cases in the Universities and Boards Department. It recom-
mended promotion of four Assistant Professors to Associate
Professor Auto Diesel in BPS-19 and 11 Assistant Professors
to Principal/Associate Professor Mechanical in BPS-19. In
the Anti-Corruption Establishment, the Board recommend-
ed promotion on a permanent basis of one Director Legal
and three Directors Executive to BPS-19. News DEsk

Memon lauds Nusrat Bhutto's struggle for democracy

Sind h Senior Minister and
Provincial Minister for Information,
Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel
Inam Memon, while paying tribute
to Begum Nusrat Bhutto on her
15th death anniversary, said her
struggle for democracy and
sacrifices are an unforgettable
chapter in history. She waged an
unparalleled struggle for
democracy, the supremacy of the
Constitution, and public rights,
and remained steadfast in her

principles while facing all
kinds of difficulties.

In a statement, Memon said that
after Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,
Begum Nusrat Bhutto took the lead
in the democratic struggle and
played a key role in the restoration
of democracy. Despite the hard-
ships of imprisonment and all other ‘
difficulties, she did not step back
from her mission to restore democra-
cy. She dedicated her |ife to democra-
cy, the supremacy of the Constitution,
and the ideology of the Pakistan
Peoples Party.

The senior minister said that
the sacrifices of Begum Nusrat
Bhutto and Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto are
an unforgettable chapter in
Pakistan's democratic history.
These great leaders made
everlasting sacrifices for the
survival of democracy, the
rights of the people, and the

.,

supremacy of the Constitution, which will
always be remembered.

Sharjeel Memon said that carrying for-
ward the mission of strengthening democ-
1 racy, upholding the supremacy of the

Constitution, and serving the people
under the leadership of Pakistan Peoples
Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
President Asif Ali Zardari is equivalent to
paying a true tribute to the martyred
leaders. He said that Mother of
Democracy Begum
Nusrat Bhutto's politi-
cal struggle, stead-
fastness, and sacri-
fices will always be
remembered, and
her democratic
struggle will con-
tinue to serve as a
guiding light for
future genera-
tions. NEWS DESK
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Punjab bans
‘unauthorized’
protocol for
cabinet members

The Funjab govarnment has barred cabinet
members, advisers, special assistants and other
individuals from using official protocel, includ-
ing permanant police escorts and official flags
on vahiclos, without propor authorization.

In & statement postoed on X on Friday, the
Punjab government zaid that, on tha instruc-
tions of Chief Ministor Margam Mawaz Sharf,
immediate action had boen ordered against
the unauthorized use of official protocol,

The Chiet Minister's Office has issued a nofi-
fication titled "Chief Minister's Priority
Instructions, ™ -|:|ir|:l|:tir|g the ralocvant authorntios
to onswre immediate compl iznoe.

#ccording to the notification, no police
pscort shall be pormanently assigned to any
membor of the provincial cabinet, adviser, spe-
cial assistant to the chief minister, parl mmen-
tary socrotary, :hachr:.nn of a standing com-
mittae, momber the Provincal Ass-u-ml:l}'.
gowermment officor or prvate indiovidual with-
out valid authorization.

Tho notification also prohibits the use aof a
flagstaff or tha display of an official flag on any
wohicle by individuals who are not legally onti-
thed to do =o.

The Frovincial Police Officer/Inzpactar
Genoral of Police has been directed to ensuro
immediate implementation of the instructions
and withdraw all police escorts found to be
deployed without walid authorization, the noti-
fication added.

Earlior, Maryam Mawar Shari gave the
police four woeks to improve the overall law
and order situation, especially regarding action
on crimes against children and women. If the
situation doos not improve, she has warned to
dismiss tho invelved officors.

Tho CM woicod concem about the law and
ordor situstion in Rawalpindi Division - and
instructed the polico to step up their offorts to
combat severe crimos. internal corruption, and
unlawtful gun poszession.

Ciuring & zpacial meeting on law and order,
which was attended by district podice officers
IDPCs) and rngi-:hna| palico officors (RPOIs) wis
videno Fink, she gawve these directions. &

New Performance
Evaluation
System on

the cards

Parfiamontary Secratary for Maritime Affairs
Dr Darshan on Friday informed tha Mational
Aszembly that the Establshment Division was
preparing to. launch an online Performance
E'-llﬁ.lﬂtlﬁ'rl. Report [PER] module under the Human
Resource Managoment Infarmation  System
{HEMIS], replacing the manuwal, paper-based
pracess with a digital and auditakble Eumu‘ﬁurk
gavernod by the Oraft PER Rules, 2024:

ﬁuspl:-n-dl,ilng bo guestions during question hour,
he =ad the Establishment
Divisson was implementing tha
b systermn with technical support

'-I:I::-m tha Matiznal Informaticn
Toechnalogy Board [HITB).

Ho =aid tha first phasa
would cover the Pakistan
Adminiztratve Sorvca [PAS),
Police Service of Pekistan
(FSP), Sacrotariat Group and

Office Managemant
Group {OMG], for
officars in Basic
Pay Scales 17

o 21,

Tha  sys=
tam  would
foature auta-
matad and
sacure wark-
thows, grade-

distribution caps and a fized dead Fina under tho PER
cabendar. it would also intreduce & strict, multi-tiered
processing timelinag of 10 to 15 working days for
each stage, from tha PER Administrator to the Cadra
Administrator:

Technical development and testing of the mod-
ule had boon complated, and a phased natiorwida
rollowt would bagin very soon, ha addad

Responding to a gquestion sbout the fime
required to process posting and tranafer requests, Dr
Darshan said the duration varod acoording bo tha
nature of the case, the codra or groue cencerned
and, whare applicable, the receipt of clearance
regarding am ‘I'."Eil:wls aailzbal ity Fﬁr transhor from
thor current placa of pasting.

Cwring the last financial yoar, the awer=ge pra-
cessing tima for pasting and transfer requesis
rangad from cne ta 15 days, depending on tha
nature and procoedural raguirements of each case

Tha parl::arnen tary secetary said ceses recaived
far initiating dizciplinary proceedings against officers
wiere examinod and processed within sewen days,

Ha zaid Rube 10[7] of the Civil Servants (Efficency
and Discipline] Rules, 2020, requirad inquiry afficers
to conclude disciplinary proceedings within &0 days
of the issuance of the inguiry crder and submit their
reports within & furthar zovan oy

The rule empowered the competent authori
extend the initial 0-d=y pariod for an inquiry offcer
or inquiry cammittes, as applicable, provided that
reazons for the extension were reacordad.

Upon receipt of the inguiry report, the accused
officar was allowed a maximum of 14 days to submit

a defence in rosponsa’ bo & show-couse notice, o
msund

The rompetent autharity subsequently decided
the cases in accordance with the relevant rufes.

Or Crarshan said disciplinary proceedings initint:
ed under Rule 7 or Rule 9 of the rules were condud.
od, on averaga, within &0 to 120 days, unless an
extension had boon grantod. NEas s
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Terrorism-hit families Lahore world's

in KP paid Rs 117bn

Minister of State for Intenior Talal

Chaud hry on Friday apprised the Senate
that Rs117 bill ion had been paid in
compensation for homes damaged in
terrorism-attected arsas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, while about Rs 45 billion
remamed to be disbursed,

Replying to a miling aitention notios about the mare
disbumament of rehabd itation! compensation fund farthe
displeced mesidents of South Wazristan wha lost their
hames and lwelihoods dumirg  different secosily
oDporetions corned out in the ame duning the ydar 2008
ana 3009 moved by Sarator Dot Muhammaa, he said an
initial su~ey in dwve agencies had  ioeatitiea 105,744
damaged houwses, nouding -5-5.?&"? tully damaged and
28,755 partially damaged In Sowth Wazirstan, a
subseguent survey recondied | TAT18 houses, with
107,312 complotineg iha sunvey procass, he said

Undar the compansztion plan, owners of
fully: demaged houses wore o tecdive i
400,000, while thoso: whose houses wend
pariially damaged wem to receive Rato0 000
Paymems begen . 2014 and continued in
sutseguent years, he added,

He said the  federal and |:m.rn|:|-u|
govermmanis. hedt ponduciod 23 Ez:d eudit af
the compeorestion programme afiar the Senate
Sanding Committes. on Stetes and Frontier
Fagiors { SAFRON] raised conoems about the
distribition of  fumds  and 'ﬂ
recommendad that further
poyments oo withhaid
e =il the auckt process B )
- belom the
Coparmeantal coountz
Cammitios, whomss
rmizarting v pending- |
The matter would
then be placed |8
brlon the SAFRON
Commitiss, which would maoe it The fedem govemment
v mady o provida the remaining hunds, he added.

ho minister maid F:'."lg.be Fal-:ﬂtLHH"-’l-ﬂ aho recewed
oae per-cent of the &FL Awand for countertermezm,
sepemabe fom the compensation programme

He.said acout Rz 8.5 biltion unaer that alootion had
already beon providied.

Fuel subsldy benefit over 10m: Ministorof Suats
for Finance ard Rowenuo Bilal Azhar Kayani told the
Senabe on Friday that mare than 10 million people weme
bencliting from the govammonts famgeted fied subsidy,
while Rs1476 billion had been buogeted undor the
petraleum levy for the curnent yoar,

Replying 1o variouw |:|.||:-:|.i-:-'1r during Cuestion Hour,
he zai modormydd sty wene 'EEI:IH'I'F =500 warth of frea
petnal pach weok, while owners of vehicdes up fo BOOcc
weare getting fs1,000 in refief on 10/ itres of petral,

He =aid the obsidy was being provided &t poinol
pumigs and Sere wes no fual supphy protlem.

bzhar Kayani said the mpact of tha regonal condict
on ceboieum pricos was baing foit acmoss courtnies, but
the gowernment waz prowiding targeted relisf o
maatoroycl s, rickshaw and loader aperstors, and wsers of
=mall cars

Responding to 8 supplementany, be caid advance tax
rates on property purchases and saies had been educed
b2 |lower tramsacton costs The gowemment wes ako
pregparing & wider petkage for the constructon secior,
including measures 1o addmss conceme abourt cofaseral,
guarantess and procurement procedunes:

He =x¥d the Frime Mmnister's &pne Ghar sthema
offered loans of up fo Rs10 mill ion at & o per cont rate.
Thaussnds of people had benafied, and loans warth
sbaut Bx100 killian had been approved, he added.

The ministar swd no  property bse amnesty was
cumently planned. Money brought inlo Pakistan theough
foshan Digital Accourts could be imosted ‘Brd later
repairiaiea, he said

Raibn recovered: Minisior of Steto for

Financoe and Rewenue Bral Aznar Kayani =id

an Fridey informed tha Senate that miuse

had Eoen dotected i 5.5 per cent of
cases under the Exporl Facilitation

Cochemp, with about ®s1  Billion

recoversd and the memamning cases

pending befor courts.

Keplying toc & guestion during
Citpstion  Howr, he =zaid the  scheme
enabied coporiess 1o import inputs at 'owar
cost for export production, making Pakistani

goods mare. campatitiee i ntornatonal

miaroets. The govemment would metzin and

mprave: the scheme - consufation with
axparters, he added.

i Azrner Kayanl zaid 3ome
importers  had - sold
goods in the domestic

market instead of using

therm to produce
paport itefne i zuch
cases, the wawed
E‘ impart  duty was

recowered and | tha
usar barred from futume participation 0 the' scheme.

He =23id no one imwodved i mizuse would be given
any oconcession, whether from within ar outside the
gowe mEman 1.

Tha mirister zaid the gosemment had introdoced
changas to prowvent further abuse and was stengthening
lzgal remediss, appollato tibunals and aftorrafive dspute
resoluthan 0 hefp sottls cases mose . officently.
Corsultations with esporiers and Irdusiry mpreseriatives
on further mprovements wane alsg erder iy

Repiying to arother guery, -Azhar  Ksyani said
businesses with annua’ income between Rs150 mdlion and
Rs500 million hed beon emompiod Fom super tex The
rate for buzsineszes eaming moew than Bs300 midion nad
been reduced from 10 1o eight por cert, while exparters
derving at least B0 per pont of their sales fram pxparts had
also b axempied.

Ho said the government would consider furthar
reductiore &3 fizcal spece became availsble. with the sim
ol pvenbaaly eliminating the fax, Mo oesk

Province

s allocate

Rs166bn

for flood pr{}tectiml: NA told

Prowincis' gosemments have alio-
cated arrind Fs144 bilion far dewel
cpment’ projects: resated to ivigation
and flood protection during the ficc
yoar- 2025-26, a5 Paksian seps . up
efforts 5o shengthen S owsilienom o
climato-relased  disasters; State
Minster Sor  Climate Change erd
Emvironments! Coomlination Or Shozra
Manzab Ali Khan Kharal irfamned the
Matonal Azzembly on Fricay,

Responding to guestons durng
the question hour, she said prowincia
gowemmants had abko . oarmared
eporoaimataly R=93 billion for curment
mipondilure oa migation seorvicos,
Fs33.8 bilion for envircnmental pros
foction and 2t et #2710 billion for
wiater supoey, seritation and scvwansge,

She said the feders! govermment:
was warking with proaincal admins-
fraticnz bo |r|'||:-1:u.'|: O epanstnes
for floods, flash floads; glacial lske
outburst Foogs (GLOFS), dmughis
ard heatwaes,

dmong the ey iniiathes, e
miresier ciied the Momsoon Strategic
Plar 2124, prepared on fhe prima mine
istar's directions in corsultation with
rolewant federsl and provindal irstite
tians. The plan tocuses on water sioe
age and management, Tomecasting and
cerly-waming systams, msilient infra:
stucturs, focdofain protection and
irstitutional coordinaton. The govern:
mant 5 also deweloping e Faketzn
Rasilignt Lrban Policy Framewoek 2o
promote batlesplanned, erwironmen
taly mmtsrable cites and addrem
uban challerges, including heat
wirves, air palution, waser scarcity,
drainage and Osasior risks.

¢ Khara! said Pakxstan had
submitted - three. proposals o the
Fund 1or Responding to Loss and
Camage {FRELD) to addmoss the aco
NOMSC and NODT-ECoNDMic. COrEe
gquances of cl imate thange:

Tha proposaly incude a recovery
ard mystems-strengthenng  pros
gramma davalcped by the Linited
Mationz Deveicpment Programme,
LINICEF and ACTELY 2 project muomes-
ted by tha Ward Haealth Crgansation
and the United Naticrs Office for
Proipct Sorsices 1o sirengihen o imate-
resilient hoalth oystems; and 2 Khybor
Pakhtunidrwa government | initiatve
seoking rehakilitation suppon for pr-
vabe fish farmz and olic-sector
Fetcharies demaged by flash Foods.

Tha $rd proposal aims 1o revive

the aguacaliure sector, particifary
tout Brming, and sapport afeced
communities. The minister gescrbed
insemationzl ol mate frarcing as alim-
ibed coportunsty, adding that Pakistan
w3 not mbying axdusively on fomign
esmigtance to improve its e enoe.
She =said the' govermmant was
preparg 3 Mational Drought Flan
fooused on eady waming, ssteinabis
land and water management, cooss-
fom mestomton and $he potection of
vulnemble commundies. Tho Pakistan
Dinougit Maragement Sysiom, cowel:

oped in cofsboration  with - the
Intomational  Waler  Management
Imatituta and tha . Fakisian

Meteomiagical Ceparment, had also
become opecratonal o suppart noar
reaktime moniforng and fomeoasting

Highlighting progress in disaster
prep:rﬁ:hu.... she said 234 gy
wearning systoms hed toan osteb-
lishiad acrozz 24 winaratle valleys n
Oigit-Baltistan and I'lih';.b-t:lr
Pakhtunkhwa under the GLOF project
and handess gver io the Padstan
Metzomlogical Dopatment

The project ako ncludes canal
rehiabdidation, slope: stabd saton;
flood-protaction infrestruciure, safeo
hewors and community-tasea disastar
marnagerment cantes:

Cther  initiatives ‘inchioe  the
SAFER Fakistan project, which sup-
ports -l imete-rsk - indormation, waber
secunty and resdient livelihoods 0
Sindh, Khybar  Fadhbonkhwa - ana
Gilgit-Baltiztan, and the Iniegrated
Climate Rizk: Managemert Project,
which iz opirg digtnct-keve
monitoring  and -earfy-waming
cepacity througn  automated
woathar siations and river and
veater-tevel gauges.

The gousmment = sbo
promotng  cl imale-rosliont
agrouttume through now and
upgraded agromeicomibbgical
siations uroer the nitistive 1o
trarstomn the 'nduz Basin
Afforestaton, uben fomesty,
rangaland management and
pCoEystem  estaration
aft baing purued
through thiz
Upscaling  Grean
Pakisian  Project
erd prosincia proe
Orammes.

for  fmcal

yoar 202627, g8

the: Ministry af Cimate Charge and
Envircnmendal. Coondination hes been
gipmted R3Z478 billion erder the
Fubdic Sactor Dovelopment
Frogmmme. The furding covers four
argoing projects misted to affomsts-
fion, imetitutions? capecity-building,
groon ertreprersu rehip ard wrban ol
mabe esilience.

O ernvimanmenial prosection, Or
Sharnl ssid the dedeml govermment
lcermulated policies in - consuliation
witn the provinoes, which adapsed
them' o ool cioumstances: In
Elsmsbad, taffac fiad been identified
&1 the principal counce of-air polhtion,
while suthantios weme teking ection
sjinst ndustriaf umels, corstruction
sites, brick kilhz and vehides vialating
omwronmantal stardams

She tolg the House that 12.irdus-
fris units Had been msusd noticea
bedore wirter 2025, whils arother 18
mare-processing wnils weee senied
notices ower erminonmental viakticrs.
Curing winter 2025-2%, notices g
imued o 2t owners or managers of
underconstruchion buidings

All 33 brick wns cperatng N
=lamabad belore winter 2005 had
been corwerbod to zigzeg bechno DE
sxhough st wons issued nobes hor
fail ing to uze the technology propes-
¥ or buming substandand fuel. Thres
nor-complant kilvs we e demof ched
during wirber “2025-26, with four
more demelished in 2088 The
Faostsn Enwironmental Frotection

bgency and  flamabad

Capital Torrtary
administration alsa
inspecicd 10,681
wehicles  during
wirter 02536,
tirirg 1,920 and
| impounding
mare than 100
Envircnmontal
aboratories
ceridied by
Fok-EF&
nspecied
snother 7,910
vehicles
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Lahone tapped the raniing of the warld's most polluted
major cities on Friday, moomding an Air-Chuel ity Inoes (401}
of 344 ac dactors advisod resideni tn wear masks b orotect
themselves from hazardous air pallation

Acrording fo data mecorded at anound Bam, Swiss ar
qual ity maritzring piathomn |Cullir raried Labare first, with
mir quatity Fallr'? ir the: hazandous categony,

1C4Air idendthed tre particuinte matier PM2.5, which i
asmocatod with cancor and other sorows kealh conddions,
73 the city’s man pollutant Hs concentration was roonded
at 57 fimes the Wosdd Hoalh Crgarisation's annual guide-
lme. These. micoscopic perticles can enter ihe blood-
stroam, incroasing the riek ol simcke, hesrt deoase, lung
cancar and severe chronic respiratory ibnesses.

Indin’s capital, Delki, ranked =econd amarg tha
workd's most pofuted major cities, recording an ADE of
242 classifiod a5 very unbealthy, Dakar in Senegal oo
ed an A2 af 124, whila India's Mumbai ard Kodlais oogs-
tered readings of 179 and 472, respectioly. A quality in
all three cities was clessifed a3 unhealthy.

Pallation levels varied somoss Lshore, with Igos! Town
recording she city's highest A0 of 535

firsesh on Boden Foed meeomded an AC of 297, tals
lcwed by Kshna =t 448 ang Deferce Phase S at 360, The
ALY siocd at 350 i Modad Fown and 253 on Barks Road.
Coocler seasanal air can irag pollutants diose io the ground,
cantnbuting o & herardoin mik af crop-residue smaoke,
traffic emisions, industrial fumes and corstncfion st

Dalhi & frequertiy ranksd among the word’s most pak
kitod| capiak, with atthorities often attributing its annual
tmag chsis o the buming of omop shubble in neighoourng
FLmjat and Haryana LNECEF has wamed that poliied ar
piacas chidren =t inceesed itk of acute respiratony infec-
tons. & 2023 shudy also found that air poliition can reducs
It expeciarcy by marne than five years in parts of Souh
fsia, Across the region, seve e smog regulany derupts daiky
iife, foring =choal dosums, Sowing tansport and placing
aaditionsl prestume on public health oystems. wF

Nusrat Bhutto
symbol of
courage: Acting
Governor Awais

Acting Gowemeor Sindh Syed Aweis Cadir Shah has
ped tobue to Begum Musad Bhutto on her 15th Death
Arnreerzany.

Ho pait tribuie to Begum Musrat Bhotio tor ber stoge
gie and sacrilices o democrace

Hio said that Begam Musrat Eruatho foughs for democracy
alongeide Sheheed Zufikar Al Bhutio, The Acting Sovenor
muﬂ'lalB‘-ug.rl khsrat Bhuito wes & symbal of courmge ard

in’'the struggle ageinst dictaicehip.

The fdtle of Madar.a-Jsmhoariyat . (Mother of
Democracy] & a recognition of Begum Muzrat Bhutto's
omarkable cartricutions, ko added

Cordales with MPA Asil Musa: The Acting
Gowernor visited the mosidenca of Fakisian Peopios Party
lzadar ‘and Member of the Sindh Frovincial B=membly,
Miuhammad Asif Musa, io offer cordolerces on the pass-
ing of hiz uncle, lats |lzmail Samoon, and his young
rephow, labe |drees Ghani.

Eanior Paistan Peooples Ferty leader and Sinoh
Peowincial Minister Saped Ghani was abo peesont on the
ccemsion. The Acting Gavemor affered Faseha for the
gopated ouls ard prayed o Almighty Adah for ther
pemal poace, h:!rgn‘-:-'u:'.?' ard alevabon of ranks, a3 wed
a5 patience and strength for the beroaved famly. hess pes

Hamza visits
martyr Major
Wajahat family

Punjat former Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz
Sharif visited the residence of martyred Magar Wajahat
Vizheod hore on Friday end offered condofences 1o
the bergaved family

Ho mat the mastyr's mother, brother, wile and other
family ‘members and excremsed hishearthelt sym :hh:'.
over the suprems sacrilios nendaned ioy tho army ofice

Ho =i Msjor Wiajshat Waheed had laid oown kiz Irle
whie defending the mothedand and pericrming his duties.
He said brave soraaf fe naton like Major Wajahat Waheed
ware a surce of pride and & precicus nations’ asat. The
sacrifipes of martyrs who gave @eir [ives for the security of
the country coud never oo forgotten, he addod. Hamim
said the fami ies of martyrs desaned the highest mespect
and the criin nalion shaned the grict #Ews Besd
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Unfinished Business of the
Devolution of Power
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Twenty Pakistan-
Maldives accords can

change path

Pakistan and the Maldives have agreed to deepen
bidataral cooperation, =gring 23 memerendums of
uridarstanding (Molls) and setting s target of incrosging
bilzteral trade 1o £200 million within teo years. Frime
Mirister Shehbaz Sharif annownced the target on
Wadnesday dunng talks with Maldwian President
Moheamed Muizzu in Slamabad, describng the agree
mients &z an opporiunity i tum decades of ﬁ'icnihip
into stronger economic, dplomatic and strefegic ties.
Muizzu's three-day wvist, the first by a Maldivian press
dert to Pokistan in 11 yoars, coincides with the &0th
arnnvarsary of dipfomatic relations astablished 19648,
Bilataral trade clrrently stands at about 3137 million,
kighlightting the =cale of tha ambition. The agreements
cower debance; manbime seourty, irformation technolo-
gy, artificial inteligence, Sybersecurity healthcare, edu
cation, agricultarg, fishanes. taunsm and arwironmental
protection. A Palistan-faldives Busness Forum &
to, explare investment opportunities and
strengthen commencial lmks An agreemant betwesn
the Maldives State Trading Organisation and Lhe
Trading Ciorporation of Pakistan will faciitate cooper=
tion in agricubural commadities, feod and other prod:
ucts. Howower, achiewing the frade target wil require
better cormectiity
and effective mplementation of the agreements rather

expectad

sustained buSiness engagement,

than diptomatic commitments afone,

Tndnuhglp_ mducation and heatthcare s sxpected
al to the expanded parnership Shard
offered Pakistan's expartisa- m information technolagy
and data centres to suppart the Maldives” digital amibi
tiors, while both sdes agread 10 promote cooperation
in ‘cybarseaurity, digital shills and emarging technolc-
gies. The twio countries ako discissed expanding edu-
cational cpportunitias and professicnal Araining. Sharf
roted that mamy Maldivian studenis were enmolled i
Pakrtani instifutions, particularly in heathcare-related
fradds whia abaot 250 Pakistard dociors and paramed-
ical professionals ware workong in the Maldives. Muceoy
vielcomed praspects for broader scholarships and
placemuents in artificial intelligence, digtisation and
healthcars. The ageements also indude coopesation
botwesn palice and civil service institutions, technical
and vocationsd  education, youth desslopment and
efforis to combat drug trafficking. Improvad air connec:
trity coutd further support togrism, trade and people-
auchanges between the two colntries. The
breadth of the nts raflects & shared desire to

rai:'f:'-:md diplomatic es towards pract-
cal copperation. Wek their significance will ultmately
depend on imglementation, measurable economic
gains and 1=ngile benehis far busmesses and citizens.

to be cenir

to-prople

mowe beyond &

Artificial Intelligence:

dstiicl telligance
hes - guickly  dhanged

fram an icea inmo a
strong  forca maving
saciety  from  simple

things lée virtua assis-
tamtz and recomemends
tion ysiems to
advanced systoms that
can write, dasign, oode,
amd analyre inhormaticn.
Artificial intelligarce is
changing the way poo-
p'ruh-.-r_.:ndthm-.a:,rpn-:r
plo weark. Compamies LEe
techmologies to become
bettar at what they da
ard Lo be more prodac-
tive. A big question that
comes up ix ks intelli
gence  creating  now
cpporiunlies, or isf tak-

)

Troubling
waters of
Persian Gulf

The Persian Gulf is edging towards a wider
conflict a5 Iren's |sbamic Revolutionary ' Gaeard
Carps (IRGC] Nawy claims that seven wessals
wars hit i separate incidents i the Parsan Gulf
and naar the Strait of Hormuz. Accarding bo the
IRGE, four wessads allegedly involved in illagal
ail ‘transfers caught fire after being tracked by
Irarian forces, while thres others struck mines
wast of the strait. These daims have not boon
independently warified. Tehran has wamed that
cantinued American. military  pressure coubd
trigger. ratal iaticn against US bases across the
rogion. Presidant Danald Trump, meamhile,
has nied out negotiations with fram whele sug-
gesting that a significant development in the
canflict could emerge zoan. He has caimed
that Washington has defaated ran mil itariky and
aconomically, yet the continued confrontation
and uncertainty ower marimme security suggest
that declaring wictory 5 easior than =securing
poace. Trump's msistence that Iran must naver
acquire a nucloar wespon does not, by ikseld,
pustify 2n’ open-ended military campaign or the
mmpasition of pressure without a r_r\cdilglr: diplo-
matic zattlement. A nawal blockade that threat-
ans ko widen the conflict: risks  dastabilising
intemational trade ‘and aggravating an alroady
walatile regional situation.

The danger iz compounded by reports in
The Mew York Times that American and lsraeli
mititary officizls have developed plans for pos-
sible renewed strikes against Iran after the US
medtarm alections, a||:|'r:|l.|gh Tremp hias nok nec-
ausanty approved the proposed oparateons &
White House official declined to comment on
the prigd plan: Meanwhile, an lranian sacu-
rity afficial has warned that Tehran could target
Amencan pod itical assets and infrastructora in
countries invalved i renewed  hostilites i
Irapian | afficials are sssazsinated or civil ians
lalled. Such throats are sernaus, but they must
abo ba understood against the backdrop of =
canfrontation in which military escalation has
mepeatadly undermined diplomatic prospects.
Washington cannot cradibly claim to seek
ragienal stability while keepmg the prospect
af further attacks alive and maintasining coer-
dve moasures that risk provoking a wider war:
Nor should the future nIP::n region be reduced
to & contest of military strangth in which ‘civil-
ians, shipping and ‘neighbouring 2conomias
beaar the cosis.

Considar the scala.
Fakistan Bureau of
Statistics, Tth
Population and
Housing Census
2023 recorded
Punjab alone at
nearly 128 million
people. Sindh has
mare than 55
million and Khybar
Fakhfunkhwa more
than 40 million.
These provinces
contain regions
with very differant
BCONOMmies,
gecgraphy, and
social needs. A
government may
represant all of
tham, but
sdministrative
distance can still
produce unegual
accass to attention
and rescuroes.

The same logic
applies to heslth.
Healthcars is
wxperienced
locally: whether a
waman can reach a
matarnity facility,
whether & district
hespital has
spacialists,
whather medicings
are available and
whethar preventive
pragrammes
reflect local needs.
Pekistan's 2024-25
househeold data
still show
urban-rural
differences in
reproductive
health secess,
Mare manageable
provincial systems
could place
planning,
budgeting and
specialized
healtheare
institutions closar
to undersarved
populations.

Pokstan's. cument aominstreive strucune
stnuogles Sor effectaaly serie its 260 miliion
citizers, with power remaining oo concentrat:
pd and dsiant fromi local resas. Croating row,
cooromicadly wable priowinces woud impeowe
gosemmiont regporaveness, particulsdy n
emental sechom like education, healincans,
ard gmaor mpresenkation. Rathes ten a
freal ta rational unity, deceniral izing author-
ity info smalier adminsirative units repesents
instiutional maturity and bester esource ois-
srbution for $he common good,

“ive will i bodore we kgt the prosinoe
be dreded.” Veristions aof this sentiment
incroesingy surface whanever the gquestion of
resw prowinces it mited. Sudh’ siogans ane
politcaly powerlul became they tum an
edministrative proposal indo oan axistertial
gquestian of identity and eonging. But 2 Sod-
oration - cannmot - gowem
itzelt 1hpough sentimont
glone. Them is & famil iar
mataphor “for -sociebies
ressbng charge: ‘whan
the mad finelly reaches
the wvillage, somie =and in
is path boceme the urka-
mitiar i1 aszior by fear $han
bo examing. The point is
regt- that swvory - proposed
charge ooratibutes
prognoss, but that nosist-
arcm itself canrmt be
ireated a5 A ATCUMEr?t
Agerst

Perhaps the delbabe
on naw. pravinoes | has
beern =kng the wmong

SAEEDA USMANI

Tha wriler is & resgarcher and
Ay, af imtarrarens relatars

WWhen eaucatona’ fatium has a ooaner mslitu-
tional ocwner, i becomes hamder to hids
tehind tha averages of & lage peovinoo:

Tha ssma fogc applies o health.
Healthcare B pacernienced ooally: whether a
wOman Can reach A matomity Faci iy, whodhor
8. cigdnict hospital hes special Ghs, whether
madicines ane ayalable and whether provens
tye programmes reflect |local needs.
Faketan's 202425 housshold daia shbll show
urban-rural dferences in epmductive hoalzh
acoess. Mom marageable provincal systoms
muld place plemning, buogeting ana Spo-
citl izad heoalthesne  retitionz closer ta
unoerenved papdiations. The point is not thas
idrawing a row Boundary sulomaticaly buids
a hospital B B that B owates arother conte
with the authonty and budgaet to decide that
one should oo built

Thera ic 8=0 a gen-
der wimarsion.  that
desene mome attention.
Aricle 106 of the
Comstitution . resorees
seats for women  in
prowircial gssemclies. i
that  prncipie i tarmied
ifo - rowly croatod
prowinces, prowinciel
politcal  centres  can
wider the space Inwhich
women - erter  |eginis-
SUnes, Ministries, comemit-
tees and public leador
chip.. Represertation s
about multplying the
places from which lead-
erzhip can emerge, lor

guestion. The e @ not
whether the  courtry
shiould be aivided turther, but whether power
should remain cancemtrated 5o dar from the
citizens it is moant 1o sene.

Unfortunatedy, among the mezses, the
concept of federatian has rol evoled from
e mapg of 1erribdrg in-roal ity itis 2o 8 map
of acoes. bt iz aocess io power, publ ic money,
pod e representation, haspeak, univerabics
ard the irstitirians $hat chape ovenday lide
Fafistan's debate on creating row prowinooa
should Hhaneiom move beyond the larguapge
of "drision". The mom important quostion &
wiether a mountry of amoond 260 mill on pece
ple can still be- gowemed offectively shrough
onby four prowinoes. 18 s redthar corwinding nar
Fimaney posice.

Pak=ian has neached a pont whene creat-
Ing mofe prowinoes show'd be trested not a5 A
Tneat to national iy, but &z an instrumend of
pether govemment: Wa ane not i the yoar
1947, when fve prowinooz were encugh
{inciuding East Fakistan).

Corsider the icale. Pakisian Buroau of
Statistecs, Tth - Fopulation and Housing
Canne 123 racc Purizb slore at rear
ty 128 milion peapio. Sindh has mane than
55 million and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa mome
than. &3 mdliion - Theso  pmowinces contsn
regians with weny differeni economies, gecg:
raphy, and socal needz. A goscmment may
mpresent all ot therm, baf sominsirative dis-
tanca can stll produce dnequal acooss 1o
attention-and resourmes.

Maore provinoos can naducs that distarce.

The case iz important in education
Paisictan’s household sunvey repons that 28%
of chidmen aged fuee fo svioer am o of
schooi. Educational deadvaniage & not puon-
ly distribuiea. A smaler prowincial unit can
plan snound its own toadher shortages, schoo
distances, girk' enmiment and rurzl infrastnic-
sure rather than compeding for atientian with-
ina pronincel @yziem A new povinoe would
Fissn itz owim education oepartment, deveiop-
ment pricrlies and political accountabiity

MUHAMMAD
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bukamenad Imear nas cempleted
hin BS in Inssrrational Relstion:
fram BUITEMS ard &n MA in
Folitical Scierce from UOE,
[ [P |

cial intelligorce and s
abil ity to make work morg
efficient. Comparnies can
automata tasks zo work-
s oon loous on more cre-
ative, impontant, and por
sonal work. For exampis,
artifigal intelligence can
look 2t a lot of information
in seconds, heiping pea-
ple make choices in haalth
cara.

Artdicial imtall igence
can help doctors diag-
nose ilfnesses aocourabely,
and in finance it can find
fraud and look =% market
trands. In educaton, took
powerad by mielligenca
heip oeate a learning
apanence that fts aach
parsan instead of replac-

A

g =way jobs and mink:
ing the econoomey loss sta-
blz? While # iz true that there arg worries
about Jasing jobs, history and what is hep-
pening now suggest: that artdioad  intefli-
gence iz more fikedy ta make work better
than ko take it saay completoly. The problem
iz not about controlling technalogy bt
about making sure that workers, companies,
ard gevemenants.can change and fitinto tha
situation.

Throwghouwt history, new technology has
often made people womy about losing their
jobs. Duwing the Industrial E‘nv:?uﬁ-:hr\-.
mschnes started to da the work that poapla
used to Do, and warkers were scared shout
their jobz  Similar womes happened when
computers, astomation, and the iremet
came into use. Even thowgh these technodo-
gies changed old industries, they dso crem-
ed rew areas and new jobs. Following a pat-
tam, soma jobs may disappear or becoma
le=s important, but new ones are coming up
that require skills in building, managing, and
working with =y=iems. One of thesa is artifi-

irE taachers. These toods
often make their work
better, Help them do better jobs. Akso, artif-
cial intelligence i ceating knds af joba.
There iz & need for doka crientiztc, machine
loarning enginears, poople who lock at tha
ethics of artdical intelligerce, orbersecurnity
cxperts, and people wha help companies
change how they work, Countrics roed poo
pie to ouild, check, and snprove intdl igence
oystems. In addition, industnes that support
structures like chowd computing and indor-
migtian mansgament are growing tast. These
changes show that techmology can create
jobs svon as it changes the way poopha wark.

There iz an upzide, but we should not
ignore 1ha real problems that artifical inzelti
gerce brings. Unlike technaologies that main-
by aftected peophe doing phosical jobs, artik-
cial intelligence can automate and reploce
tasks that poopie i office jobs de: Customer
sorRiCE Workers,  sccountants, translators,
amd owan some people who creato content
miy find that’ part of their work & done by
madhines. This makos paople worried atout

losing their jobs far workars whaosa sklls ara
connected to regular tasks. The offect of
intelligence will not be the mme for avany
one; peopls with higher education and spe-
cid skifs may be ;1 mora demand, whila
those in jobs that follow a pattem may have
mora problems. | govemmants. and compe-
nies donot halip warkers whao lose their jobs
ard have rouble changing, eosing gaps o
wealth could get bigger.

Moving intoc jobs withowt having
access to leaming, traimng, and changing
shilts means that the future of work will
depend nat just on new technology but
alsc on how well socicty prepares peapla
for changa, Economic socunty is anather
thing 1o wormy about; if addicial irtalli-
gence makes many jobs disappoar in
some aroas, peppie may spand maney,
which affects tha whole oconomy. Jobs
arc ona of the ways peopla get monoy
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and feel safe. If changes happen fast with-
cut anoagh help, unemployment could ga
g Expers in economic problems miost
think about How to deal with automation,
iru:luding programs that help workers
learn new okills, sofety nets, and nudes that
help evergono grow togetheor. At the sama
time, fear that artificial intelfigerce will
take mast pobs may get worse when com-
panies use parts of human abilities that
miachines can't copy. like ceativity, feel-
ings, making choicas, laading, and build-
ing redationships.

These abilities are stll very mportant o
aroas | ike haakth care, teaching, helpng peooe
pia, managing, and art. Even though wcial
intell igeree can process infarmation and do
tasks it does naot heva the realdife THpOr-
ences and understanding nesded far pars
of wark and pesonal | ife. So the bast vwork-
ers in the future will probably be these wha
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weoimian fom regions that
remair palitically peniph-
cral. Corstitutionaly, the idoa is nesther alien
nor revoiuticrany. Articks 239 provides A route
for -alboring provinciel [imits, whie Betics
1408 e=tsblizhes devnbation af palitical,
admirisirative and frercial suthority as a
onst utional principie. Mom prosTioes can
b ungerstosd a3 an etangon of that loge.
Power should travel coser to those aflected
ty it 'Whatewer the road map for this novel
redative B, one sspect must be erouned: new
proynies must be economicaly vinbie and
adminsiratively ratioral. They should rot ba
ooated memly &5 ethnc rewands, siociorzl
tamgains - or now  lapers ol bureavcracy.
Fopulaton, googrephy, rewenus capacity,
servioo-del ey gaps, infrastnactune and pub-
lic corsent shoud deterning their desiga.
Strong local govemmients must socompany
e, because deceriral zation carnat Smr
oly stop gt a new provincial capitst

The meal argument, then, i= not that smalk
ar iy mkways bethor [t & that govemment
snoud cuist at & scale at whidh ctimens can
meaningiully madh it, scnatinise /1 and nifie
enoo it Pakistan has chenged drametically
whila itz provincial map has Eeredy changed.
hs popudation hes axpended. oties have mulk
tiplied, and cupeciatiors of Tis Saile have
goar. The architechre of oowsmmend
showid ewohe with thiat roeatity

WMom povinces would nod mean es
Fakistan, nor woald it erase your ethric idendr
ty. Ratheor, 7 will gase ywou mare joo oppoctuni-
ties ard contess of ropmsereation and focus
on graganoots imsues. Wi will have moo locak
ly msponsive education and healthcee, moo
roliical perticipation’ and & shorter distanca
tofwecn B CRizer ard tha sate.

At th singe of Padstan's development,
thas is not fragmentatian. i s nslibudions
maburity it iz not diision of land; it is gistibu-
ben at escumes. Az a nation, we b o
underand that i is time by mowa on-and ot
go of the shings that do ncd sene Hhe come

mon good

Opportunity Or Threat?

mix ckifle with specidl human  skifls
Companies glsc have a duty in shaping the
future of wark. fretead of secing artifcial
intelligence just as 3 way to SO0 money on
workars, bumneszes should foous on using it
to make poople better Companies that
spend an training their wonoers can croata
chances far them Ta change, we ao mara
likah to zea roses

YWhen people and arificial imelliganca
wiork together. it can make work betber. Keep
jobis meaninghul. For example, artifical intell
gence can help astomer sersice warkers by

wing them anowers, letting the warkors

o on sohing hand problems and msking
good relotionships with oustomers. Sohoals,
colleges, and traning places meed to teach
students skifs Bat will helo them in life. These
places should Focus an thinkng, being abla to
change, using computers, sohing problems,
ard |zaming al tho tme. Thesa skifls will help
people stay strang as industries keep chang:
ing. Goverrments and companies should siso
mrinko i easier for warkers to get training =o
they can maove imo mew jobs. &0 the end, tha
decussion sbowt intelligerce  and how it
atfects wark is stll going on.

‘Wark should not be seen as & friend in
tha fight between techraology and ariicial
intelligenca. Al is not 2 good answer to
coanomic prablems. How it alects poopho
degends on how scooty deockdes o use
and contral it M it is used waell, artdicial
intedligance can help improve ideas, wark,
croate new busine=es, =nd make |ife bet-
ter. But if it is not taken care of or con
tralled, # could maks things wnegual and
cause pecrcde to lose jobs. The economy be
unsiabda, The future of work is ot a fight
betweer people and machines. & way of
changing and adusting that will change
what wark means: The big challenge &
miakirgg sure that the good parts of ntelli-
gence are available to many people, not
just a few. This can be done by putting
meney inta learning, - helping workers
change jobs, and making rules.
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LAHORE! Man sells artificial birds' nests from his bicycle on oty strects, ONLUINE

— Letters To The EDITOR

Clean Punjab needs responsible
citizens

The Punjab govemment's Chean Purjss campaign
is.an imporant Step fowads mproving sanitation and
misking cities chaaner. The initative aims o addmess the
leng-standing problem of wesis collection and dispos-
al, which has aftected publichaalth-and the uiben erwi-
ranmient. Howeser, the oicoess of this campaign wil
depend nol only-of govemement pol cies and prusie
wasip managemont companios but abo on the behay-
iour of coedinary itizers

For years, poor waste managemeant has remained
a chatenge in many Ofies scross Panjsb Munidps
authorities have sinogied to mamian deanlines,
ressaliing in ubbish accemukiing on moads, in reigh-
bourhooos and 0 public spaces, The govermment's
degsion ta invone privabe oompanies in wasiE man-
agement & an attornpt b improve. the cofection and
depossl of garbege. Such arangements can help
improwe Sonices, provided that companies e proper
Iy morsomed and hedd accountabie.

Howewes, keeping clties doan equines Mo than
reguiar waste oodection. Citeons also hawe & nesponsi-
bility bo digpose of nubbish propary. In many places,
people throw gsbage on macs of ke & botide
wasie bins nstead ol potting it Tsioe them. Such
behmicur creates unnecossary pobiemes for sanitatian
veorkers and woskors  the impact of gavemment
efioris This mfiocts a wides probiem of civic nespons-
bi ity Education alane does nol guarensoes eRmonshie
behmviouz Poople may undorstand tha imoorfanoe of
cicanyiness but stll fai bo Aollow basic rubes in puslic
ploes. Changing thess habids * requines contruous
awarmness; practical guidance and corssient enfoms-
et af saniation egulstions.

The Punjsb gowemment thould therelom make
put! ic educstion an mporant pastaf the Claan Funjab
campaign. Schook, mleges, unvesities and bocox
communitios can: hedp promote- responsicle waste dis
poal. Televimon, newsoapors, mdo and sodal meda
can abko be used o suplain Row littering kamms the
erwirohmont and ceales health nisks.

Pudlic swamnes campagns should encourage
prople by use designated bins, sepanste recydabic
miatorials whore hacd ities are avadacle and avcid dumpe-
ing waste in sireeis; drains and apen speces. Locx
authorities should encune thet Dins ame accessible and
that collected rubbish & removed regularky. Citizons e
miome | jlefy to coopemte when sanitation sorvices am
relzbie and convenient At the =ame time, tha gavem:-
il st moritar the porcmanes af private wasic
management companies. Cubsouting public sevices
ooes not mmave the govemment's respomsibll ity S0
crsue  guality, tmngperercy and accountabdliny
Complasints sooat missed coliections and negicched
areas show'd be aodressed promptly.

Erforomnent also has s mike So by Those who
repeadly violste waste disposzl rues shoud tace
appmociste penalies, whie communities that maintain
clean suroundings can be encouraged through koo
remognition programimes

The Clean Punjao campaign deserves put] ic mup-

port. but its longetorm suboess dapends onoa pariroe
chig between the government, sonvice providers and
citizers. Cleandines chowld rot be treated &z the
resparsibid ity of sariation workers abono. Every resi
dant contrbubes ot cordition of the streess, parks
ard neighbourhoods shey shan.
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Pakistan must address

its brain drain

Fakisean is Sacing a gowing challange as nceasing
rambers of pducated 2nd Skifed profossionas leave
the courtiy in search af better cpporiuritios sbmad
Doctars, enginears, infommadion techncéogy spaceel o
ard toadche= am- amang those sscking mpmoved
sy ares, profoona grosth and greater sbabil iy over
soan This conbinuing brain dmain i mome than the
dapertre of ndividualks it represents a spnificant los
ot human capital that Falkisian noods to strengthen it
econamy, imprave public sendces and build eflective
institutians

Wihar sidbed prodessionals leave, the countny lases
rezt anly sheir sapertiso tut alss te time snd esources
imzsted in. their educaton and training. Shartages of
gual Fed-warkers can place additional pressuee on Fos-
pitals, educational irstitutions; bosnesses and athar
essantial secioes. The departure of experienced pofes-
Sonas may albs wesken innovation ard neduoe the
caracity of iocal indusirios ho compets intomationaliy

Soveral facior contabude o dhis teend. Limsed
omployment opportunition, nadoqueie wages, unoon
fain cammer prospecis and concerms shout prafossional
socurty encourage many falented poople o sook A
fihm glawhem: For yourg graduates, the praspect of
a bedtor standand aof lwing and a ment-besed working
ermimonment can maks migration particulary atbactive.
Smply urging them to mmain 0 Pakistan will rat
resoive these undethying pobiems.

Tha gowemment must thermfon sdopt practcal
meoanres to meiain talent Creating decent joos
improving salades, pmomoting merittaced neouitment
ard providing transpanent camer pathways shou'd be
amang s priartics. ‘rivestment in motarch, tachnaka-
gy, educatian and entreprereunship can help create an
erimonmenit wheee skilad indhicusis can use Seir abi-
ities procuctively. Overmeas Pakiztanic can contribute to
riational devolapment through mvesiment, knowlodge
sharing and pmofe=ional colscoration, Policies @at
grccirage their particpation couid heto fum migration
int> = opportunesy for coocparation mther than 2 per
marent loes: Padstan's young papuiation & one af i=
greatest agseis, but they potemtial cannot be real isad
without: mesninghl coparturities at home. Rateining
taknt nequines morne $han patriotic apoeats; it demands
batier govemamoe, sooramic shaniliy and resoet far
mezrit. | Paidstan wants its bnghtest mings 1o contribute
%o it future, & must give them compeoliing mesns o

sty
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Increasing Gender-Based
Violence Cases

Our society has now
bacoma comfortable
with hearing a new
cese dally and
maving 1o & naw
headline the next
day. These names,
Aizal, Kalsoom,
Muntaha, Ayat, and
Hina, are mot just
news: they were real
humans. Thei
families have to
suffer & lot; avan
soclaty will farget te
talk about them.
Thay will reason
that many parants
will take extra care
of thek daughters.
Raading and sharing
such stories is not
ancugh; we naad to
pak guestlons ln aur
homes, atrasts, snd
at police stations
until wa reach
Bettar answars

Seeandly, killing the
culprit in a police
encountor at tha
mermant asams like
justice, but it ends
justies befare it
begins. Without any
trial, 3 suspect was
shat daad, leaving
all ather Invelved
culprits free 1o live.
Real justice neads
proper
investigation, mot
ane killing that
closes the caze.

& recuming wave of hormilic gendar-based
vidlerce-from todd bor Azl Al b Hina Javed:
piposen syatemic faiunes across Pakstar. Most
panoetrators ame frusicd melstives rather than
wrangen, while estrajudicis’ polioe enoounters
bypass noal imvestigations, isaving broaoer npt-
wors unpunished. Combatting -thizs crizis
requines maving. beyond social madia quirage
toward actiaomable sipps active pemondal vigi-
|lance,. estricked sccess to wiclent onlina com-
band, robist local community saety, and meoan-
imgful  judicial refoem with
fanclions Emengency
neTporss Tysteme

Thiz summes, Pakctan has
passed througn multiple gan-
dor-oesed valerce cases, with
8 little peuzs in bebwesn.
Spverel unreported cases, por-
haps, fill the gap. From an 18-
manth=cid toddler, Azal Alj,
bz & marraed Hina Javed. The
mme feor came out of differ
ent ages, d&femont times, and
differert cities: an. our -
dren cafa?

Vweoks bofore Aiza’ s came 0
June- 2124, - & throe-year-cid
Kaloom was abducied gutside
ker nome 0 Karschi, ard her
bady was Sound pachked 0 oa
=tk noar her-hames Her own
olstves asccuzed Fec I the

MARIAM
JABEEN

Wariam Jabeen iz a reseancher
with an academic background
n gander studies

their chiddren about oulsders and sirangears,
burt these casen coposed & diferent azpect

Secondy; alling the oulrit in & polics
encounter &t the moment seems like justice,
but it ends petice betore @ begins. Wilbout any
trial, a sugpect was shot ‘dead, lesving &l ofher
imohed oulerits Free to e, Raal justioe necds
proper investigaton, not one kil ing that closes
the case

Thas third most impormant part of this dis-
cugzion s the umiilteed imtemet use. It is the
iact that sexual and violant
comibent oeasnly accessitle &l
ovar tha intemet. Theme is
aimost no nestrictian on this
content thet hes intkienced
soirty’s beahavicur.
Smariphones are availabla
oveTywETD with noonoal cone
trod ower abusive and violant
cantent, whick iz shaping
peomin’s mindsatz. We carr
rect take thiz oz the ordy reere
=on for exoming such cases;
hovemvar; it alsomeeds ioboa
part of the coméarsation.

oo whaat is ouF mespan-
sicd@iy? It = nat emoagh ta
be angry and only demand
justice. 'We shau'd tum this
anger nio some  actan.
Parents.  should  creata
ZanrEnas amang their ch

samp manth, Murdshs s,
just amven yeam old, siffeesd the
same febo. In Samgodha, she went o8 shop o buy
sugar; Her dead body wes found on the rechiopof
the same shop. She wes reped and kilied. The o=
pect wvas killed in A podice enoolnicr

In fgust 2028 Airs! wes ast oighteen
meanihs ald whin she was takon by & tnusted rel
sthe from her home in Karachi 2nd retumed
severely  injured. Medical reports dincoverod
signs of seaus sbuso. 'While people wene still
pm'u:':l:hg for Alzar, :1:h!h:~r_:hi|:|. Syat Moo,
foer: yoars o, wend missing far fikoen deysin
Haripur. Evan her father circuisted & wideo
appeating for bis daughser She was ako 2 vic-
tim of segoual assaudt, and her bady was found in
a well rear her howsa,

#ncther seven-yearold gin, Coa, was tzken
away, hirt, aned killed in Karachi. Hor oulorit was
alsp shot dead by police. Recertly, & mamied
woman, Hina Javed, was brstally idblled By ber
hisbend. Her daad body was Faurd in her bath-
o in Rywalpndc Har busband, a foomer
MUST FmF:::ﬂr. aloreg with his maid-and tather,
plarned ber murdar.

The news cowsrage of these sbaries is mo
abcut foar, and that iz real, but 8 corsstont pate
tam I= rabed behind these cases: The fimt thing
is:the pulprit, who 5 rot & stranger in most cees
bat a melative. Farep= wene used o waming

dren reganding their booies,
rappropriate touch, and
make thom-cambartable enouvgh bo shane ary-
thing. Thay also need to be caneful ebout the
befavipurs ot cloze relatives wha sparnd mans
tome with thair children,  Moreaver, they
shouid maritor the content thedr childnen or
any family mamter iz watching and hewve ooen
conyersations about such tapics. Communities
showd play a0 active: mole by installing CCTV
CETIDE:

There i a reed far impravement in our jus-
fice system: Adar: syshams sudh & Zainab fort
must bo wordng instead of just being
srnounced inthe media The. spproach ot
wll ing mEpacts in erccunters shouw'd be endea
so that . families got sslisfaction ower justice
treoisch proper investigation and court iria

Cur caciaty has now become comiorablo
with nearing & fow case daly and moving foa
new headiine the next day These names,
Aizal, Kaboom, Murtsha, Ayat, and Hna, are
not just mews; thoy were read humans. Ther
tamilios heawe to suitera lof; even sociaty will
iomet to taik abouwt thom. They will nessom
that many paents wil take exira care of thoir
daughtens. Keading and sharing such stories i
not enough; we need 10 ask questions in our
homes, strewts, and &l palice statans wntil we
reach better srswers

Every New Majority Creates a New Minority

Fakiztan's curent sdmirdsirsdive structiurs

Multan  and

Pakistan has too
little in place to
deal with this. Tha
Constitution
recognizes tha
rights of citizens
with distinct
languages and
cultures fo
preserve and
promote them, but
there is no
comparable system
of raserved
represantation for
linguistic
minorities in
provineial
lagislatures, nor a
strong framewaork
for protecting
them when the
provincial majarity
changes.

struggles to cifectrwely serve s 280 million citi-
rens, with pawer remainang

too concantrated and distant

trom local neads. Croating

new, economically  wisble
provmces would improwve gQowe

crmment - responsiveness, par

ticularly | essential sectors

lfke oducation, healthcare,

and gender represantation.

fiather than a threal to nation-

ol urity, decentral ining awthor- “
iy into smaller admmistrative
urits represends irstibettonal
matunty and beiter rescanrce
distribudion for the commen
gaad.

Fedoral ism exists an sews
aral planes simultaracusy. &
baoundary that creates a major-
ity in one arca creates & minoe-
iy ot the =ama time.

MOHAMIN
ZEESHAN

Wokamid Teeshan & & halar of
Imterratoral feslions al the
Maticrnl Delanss University,

IFanabas

lrdu-spaaking  wrbanites  of
Eshawafpur, Bdlochiz of the weslern dstncis
and migrants in tha cbes
Yusterday, they were part of
a prowingal majority. Today,
they arc minorties in a
province crasted to respend
ta somebady alse's call far
identity. Everything that has
happened is simply =a
charge in thar relative posi-
tom, which, in politics, i all
that really counts.

The mirror image works
no matter where the [ne is
drazar. Split Sind b, and you
pet = predominantly whban
province where Sind his are
mencetices, and another, rural
one, where Urdu-speakers
ara. Separate Hazars,  and
the Hindko-Fashio raba is
mvarted in opposta diroc-

—

The mast powerhdl argu-
mant for-a reorganeation of
Pakistan's map & an ethical cne. The Saratk:
speakar in Rajanpur has rarely had a gowarnment
which views his fanguage as anything but a
diafect. Karachi and Hydorabad contsin 2 sigred
icant portran of the pepalation af Sindh and, as
MOWM-P contends, accordingly hawve little con
trod pwer moues of wator, sanilobon, and wasic
To these groups, a new province offers Aot a
clean-up but the possibd ity of a first majarity

This angumart merits scruting rather than
praise, bocause federalism exists on seweral
planos smuttaneously

Corsider the South Punjab idea in its most
genaerous mterpretation. Drsee tha line, and
there & a Saraki-speakng province.: noit, nghtl
mwvay, are Pumjabi settlers of the conal colames;

thons at the same tome. Every
boundary defines not ona
catogery of people, but tao

Fakistam Has too {itha in place to' deal with
thiz. The {onstiution recognoes the rights aof
oizers with distinct languages and cultures to
presenye and promaote themn, but there & no
comparable system of reserced representatian
tor linguistic minaribeas in provincial legstatures,
nor @ strong framework for protecting Eham
wihen the provincinl magarity changes. The 1Bth
Amendment distrouted much power to the
pravinces while Article 140-4 required provinces
ta devolve palitical, administrateee and financial
autharity to elected local governments. In prac-
tice, that dovolution remnaine weak. We haws the
baze, but we leck the railings

Themterior mmister undorstands tho theaat

Ha =ayz new adminiztrative boundanies will have
to emerge through @ corsensus process and not
be imposed. Fle slso says iderbitics would not ba
affected. Musiafa Ezmal makes the same argu
meond. He says the demand s not directed
agnirst Sindhiz. He also imsists that no termtory
wil be transferred betaeen the provinces

Both assartions may ba hoenest, but they are
nat enoegh:. Intention is not 2 tamar 4 bounds
ary drawn for administrabive purposes creaies
the =amo damographic mathamatics. as ara
draen {or ethnic remsors. The mag i agnostic
abiout the purpaose behind it

The reacticn in Sindh provides the perfect
ganmple. Th= month, its provincial assembly
adopted a resciution aganst the division af tha
pravince. Tha chief minister painted to 2 long
sanies af prios resclutions apposing division, dets
ing back decades. Wher a damard is framad
admmniztratieely but perceived exstentially, tha
framing has already filed

The comparative evidence is rovealing,
ewan i inconsistant, Ethnicity became constitu-
tional zed as the orgamizing fegic of the
Ethiapian federation; territory bocame identi-
ty, sdentity became entitlement, and move
ment became a security issue, contributing o
the outbreak of covil war. Belgivm accomma-
dates its limguistic groups termtonally so axten-
sivaly that the country is regularly lett withaout
a furctioning government for months bacauss
of the wresched problem of Brussels, whers
the logic: of tarritorial arrangement breaks
down. Spain recognizes sutonomy for its his-
toric national fies and discovers Lhat autononmy
does nal necassarnily resalve the national isms it
was intended to accommodate. Bigeria, m
turn, divided itself from throa o thirky-six
stales in an sttampt Eo achiewa & mora bal-
arced athnic eguation, only to end wup with
stales that struggle financially and minorities

whase grievances have olen been reproduecad
at n smaller scale,

Diespita their difforances, the message from
thase examples iz unambiguous: terrtorial
recognition oocs not resoive the minority prog-
lem. It fragments

This 15 not an argument tor rejactng the
clams of communtics that have been adminis-
torod mn afterthoughls for sevonby-nine yean.
The dismissal of their daims a5 ethnic misdhief,
which has been Islamabad's practice for
decades, iz precisaly how grievances turn into
Mo Ements.

But recognition without guaraniess smply
mowes the problemn alzawhers

Tho guarameoes thereiore have to be ncor
porated imto any amendmenl redraeing tha
map. This means fanguags rights for whichever
community ends uD a the mimority m the now
province; meaningful reprosentation for minmon-
ties i the provincial assembly; an anti-discrimi
nation clause pratecting communities fram dis-
crminatary provincial policies; ard strorg local
gowernments in areas wath concentrated minon-
ties, sz that the communily outveted al the
pravincial level can sill exercise meaningful
auhorigy where it actually | ives.

#nd this is the guarantes nobody wanls.

What enables a minarty to be a minonty
without beirg powerless is Functioning bacal gow-
errenant under Article 1405 That reform has
bean on the boaks since 2040 It has never baen
F-J"‘:.' impbamented - ot becawse the machanism
iz unclear, but becsuse meannghul devalution
would difute the wery provincial power that new
province advocoles and provincial defenders
alikix are lighting ower.

Ferhiops that is the real quostion Pakistan
should ask befare drawing another line on tha
map: not whe gets to become the magrity, but
wihai happens to evenyone who does not:



Balochis

tan needs

smaller units for better
governance: Bug

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has said that the
province needs smaller
adminstrative units, including
new divisions and districts,
alongside the creation of new
provinces, 1o ensure easier
public access to civil
administration and
government departments.

Addreasing & prass conlerence in
Morth Dera Bugti on Friday, the' chisf
m: 'url:ar anmaunced that sil diviionsl
poats far the rewly estebi Ghad Mob-e-
Suleman Divisian had been apprawed
and that officers and staff would be
appointed shorthy.

He s=id the estatl ishment of smaller
administrative urifs was essantisl 1o bring

QoWEIMmant SOMices cos
pr 1o the poopis
and grsin
ctiective gow-
emance al the
gr.r;rl:-:-'.:

“ arfraz
*#Eug red
that while
ooDates on
crealing smal-
BT BN
bup  units
had

recon By grined momeTium agoss e coun-
iry, the Halodistan government nad bagun
warking on the mitistive twa yeas ago, o
g imo acoount e prowince'’s Lnique gace
graphical condions and pubiic needs.

The chiel minizher ssid the aomnista-
te struciune musi be organized in @ man-
ner that enaples state irstiutions and the
cwil aoministration o reman dose fo the
public, reducing the dfficulies faced by
CRizens in acooIsing gove MMETL SENVices
and resoving officie’ matters. Spesking
apaut fiakhni, which servss as the heoaa-
ouiariers of Koh-e-Suleman Chvision, Bugs
zaid the gowernmeni was: taking concrete
staps to trarskan itinto & el dwimicn
and & -symbo! of development.  He
rermarked that Rakbni should have boen
graried divisional Status much eadier, but
added that the dewelopment procoss fiad
now begun in samest.

Ha emphasined that strict directions
fad boen issued o kesp Oovelopment
pemincts i Rakhre foe from comupdicn and
ammisson-based prectices. According 1o
tha chicf minister, the Communicatiors
and 'Worka Depariment is directly. impde-
mentng deweopment sthemed ko snsum
trarsoenoncy and ecocuntzhil ity

“Cur objoctive is o dowolop Rsahni
nta & mode! division where projecis am
mampieted in & trarcoesent marner and
the berefits mach the peopla;” ho said,

Refeming to'a recent iermorist incis
gant in- Owadas, the chiet minesser
prased ooty forces for shaartng an
attempt o target a constraction compa-
ny's building. He commended the sacn-
ficozs and ppesation: of the Pakistan
Ay, Frantior Corps and police in the
fight -against sermorism in. Balochitan
Eugti =aid & diocline in terrorst incigands
in the province.sncs August was & posi-

two  devescpment A reflected  tha
continuowa - pfors of secusity {orces.
Hc stresspd that operations against

rrorism  must.  conticue  and
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Pakistan opposes India’s
bid for permanent UN
Security Council seat

Pakistan has reaffemed its
opposition to the push by
the 'Group of Four’ bloc -
India, Brazil, Germany and
Japan — for permanent
membership of the UN
Security Counci, and
advocated instead for

expansion of elected non-

pemanent category to
make the 15-member

hody mors representative
and effective.

With conlflicts mulipdying, the
#Actiig Pemmarent Ropesentatve
of Fakizaan to the UM, Ambassador
Usman  Jedoen, bold the UM
Zeneral Assembdy that the Security
Council's inabil ity o mespond
affectvwly urdemsoomes  the
importance af neform for
man afeciie msrie
nance of internations
peacs and ssourt.

In'this regard, the
Fakistare anvoy idanti

fied the main mpediments to =

restrucburing the Coundl inomder o
make it mare cffective, epressnia-
v and scoourdable: “Formanen
membership ‘and weta®, he saig,
“have: condnbuted 1o e Courcil's
paralysiz and inability to. sezpond
afieciively to throets o infemation:

category, with or without weto.
wodld endrench inequality rather
than demecratios the Council, ®
e Padstani envoy bald the 193-
mamber Agzembily.

*Fakistan' thersfors cpposas
#e creation of eddzicnal’ individ-
sl pernanent saats.”

Irstead,  Ambemmasdar Jadoon
added, "#n axparmion of the
eected, ron-permanent
categary, based on fair
rotatean through regurar
ploctions Dan  peDwice
more demacratic ard
inchisive path foriard.”

Full=scale ncgotia-
tions io reform  tho
.-cll:u-lj.' Councl began -
in the

Geners ﬁ.-::,c'n'b]r in February
200% on five key amces - the cabe-
gonies- of memborzhip, the gues-
tion of wetws, regional representa-
fion, sze of an enlarged ‘Counci,
and  working methods of the
Courcil and iz melatonship with

the Secunty Council remains
blocked: s the "Group of Four”
block continues its campaion far
permanent seats o the Council,
whie the Hety' Fakistan-ied Uniting
for Cansensin (URCH growip oppas-
o3 any edditional permenent mem-
bers, anguireg & would omate “new
cenites of prvilege s
Az 8 compeomize, URC
s proposed & rerw cate-
gary af membars — nat
permaneni membars -
with ‘ongar duration n
termrs-and A passibil iy
o gest re-clectcal
The Seourity Coundil &
cumerthy composed of S
pemanant  membes -
Britain, China,
France,
Rucsia
and the
Linited

Sttes - snd 0 mor-pomanant
mambes slocted to two-poar ez

In hiz remarks,  the Pakistani
ovoy highlighted the principal
obstade to :grm-rnﬂl is the imsis-
tence of & "fow states” on aoouir
ng pemanent eats and thair

they =zeek privilege for some,”
Amoassadar Jadoan said, wearning
that this runs counter 10 the grincr
oo of sowerign oguality ard
remairs the biggeat madbiock-to
reform. The' Intorgovemmensal
Megotiatons - {K3M] proooss, he
said, remains the legitmate, ndu-
sive and  member-state-driven
refarm machaniom, which mue
gve the neceszary Eme and space
to broaden the . amas of comear:
gence . and redlos  divangonoes
ander the five clusters

The . Pavatan “ervoy caid
UiCs . proposal for mone rar-
D rTMAnes membars s
dosignad  to  accommodata the
lzgitimate interocis of all member
seatea ard regicns. " Each. region
coald, howaver ba assigreed
longerteemn soate, inclieding pas-
aibility of ro-ctection.”

The historic injustce against
&frica. which at present hag ro
parmarent aoat, must ba
redressed, he =2id. Similarky, ece-
quete mepreseniation  of 'the
undereprozonied  regians
ard groups, such &7 Asss
Pacilic, =z wel as the
cross-regicnal  gmoip-
ngs, including
Chrganization of islamic

C ration (DA, hawe ta
Do cate for a=-woll. "Befomn
must correct existing inegual ities,
not reproduce them; broaden reg-
resertation, not concentrate privie
lege; and strengthen multilrbe rat-
iamy; not eptrench nationa sdvar-

tage. Reform for all, priviege for

would ultimately be freed from the

:Jl.l:-r-:':-ed hope that E-ul-:l-'hlrl:an
f menace of e, hEws BEs

al peace and seouity
“Expandicg the  pemnanant

the Danerml dszembly
Frogres: towerds restructuring

u1W|1|r'gr'|:ﬂ-'
ratzad of & refom for all,

none,” Ambaszacor Ssooon said
in comcluzian. KEws bEds

& :DI'I'Fl'mEﬂ

Five arrested Aurangzeb calls for stronger Pakistani artist
disaster preparedness

in kidney
transplant racket

The Foderad imvestgation Agancy (FIAL Islamabas
Zona has busted an arganised illegal kidney trarsplan:
rackot, armesied Fve suepects and fomen proportios
worth Rz 7.5 mill san following @ joint operatian with the
Humsn Organ Traneplant Sathority [HOTAL -8 Sooisty,
Izlamabad,

#n Fl& oflical told AFF on Fridsy that the Aate
Corniption  Circle . slamabad conductea” the mid ard
arested three suspacts an the spat, white bwo athers wome
arosied 'ater. A court granied seven-day physica? emand
ol fie amrssied suspacts

Hiz said the agency abo recovered e 1 mil ion in cash,
seized three wehides and sealed the illega’ tranzplant facil
itg Curing the investigation, it was reveaied that a koney
belangirg to-daror Bamzan Arshad had alleged ly been
trengplanted mio recipient Muhammad Casim againgt
paymant of Bs 3 million

The official said agents had ararged the donor and
promized him Rz 400,000, of whick Rs 340,000 wes fo ba
g (o the conor whike R 80,000 was o oo shoesd
sTaRg troe agents a5 commission.

He zaid the suzpects were alleged b camging ot kig-
ney bangmanic in residential houses without the recquied
medical qualifications or apprewal.

The nvestigation rovealed that the grouep aranged
medical iests, inchlding tsue byping, croszmatcheing, PRA
and HLA sesis, through agends at a hozpital.

Ta ‘micid detection, the suspects allegod by 1sed {akes
nefertal lothers and submitted donor ssmpies urder the
names of miatives of kidney recipients to make the rans
oaants appear ivgally approwed.

The official ‘said dishmis serices were arranged
throwugh -a hospital tachrician in [slamabed, whils patients
developing compd ications ‘after tremsplaniation warg
referned to another hoopital He ssid $he netwark alleged
) inckided ogents, & J0CiDG & rurse, an anacsthosia
peoider, medscine suppliors and indriduals arranging lsb-
cmatony lesis and disyss sorices. The group had repart-
ed ly cperated from prvate locatiors and Feshawar

Giving details of the finarcial irvestipation, the offical
zaid the smpects hed alegedly purchased excensive
properties in klsmabad wsing money earned through ile-
izal kidney transplants;

sugpect puchased & T0-mara house i Media
Town for B3 42 5 mill ion, while arothor bought & frie-mada
fhiouse in Jinnah Garden Fhase 1 for B 25 mdl jon.

Heo =aid the trarsfer of Dath oropertios, worth a total
ot Rs B7.3 million, kad been frozan through notices issued
urder Sectian 5 of the FIA Act, 1974, Leiterz had si=a
bean sent-io bends io obban the financial meooeds of the
suspecte, whils caparsie money lsundering pmceedings
aganat-tam wispocts wore under comsiceration.

The offcial said three wehides, incliding a Changan
Cehan X7 and tevo Honda Civics, wene sozed, whie ther
trarefer and regstration had been frozen through the wk
gvant oxcise authoritioes.

Toerms from  HOTA, the  Iclamsbed Healthcane
Regulsiory Authonty (HRA} ard e Drug Eeguaiorg
mrtharity of Pskietsn [DRAF) aks rerocted the iFegal
facil ity and would submis soparate oports.

The operation was corducied on the drectonz of the
Cirpciar Fil Islemabad Zone under the sioenvizsion of the
Deputy Cinecior, Anb-Conuptian Cinde islsmabad.

The Fia team inciuded Sub-lrspecios Tebish Javea,
Shenryar and’ Enisham Gondal, fssistant Sutelnspector
Schail dhmed and LFC Rubab. HOTA officiak Sardar A
and Fena. Kamwsl abo partidpated in-the n:-|:||:-rur.~:|r'

The official =aid raidzweor continuing at different s
tians to amost the rermaining nomnated suzpects.

& cane was regisiored under FIR Mo, &0/202¢; dated
Ovtober 15, 2026, under Sacticns 9, Y0 and ¥ MaXiil ot
the Trarsplantation ot Human Organs and Tigzuas Act,
2000, along with Sections 34, 419 ang 109 af the
Fakistan Peral Cooe (FPC).

Furthies investigation was undorway. NEWE DESX

Federal Minister for Finance and

Reveride, Soralor Mubsmmad
dursngrab, here on Fridsy held =
meating with: Lisiienant Gereml lnam
Herdar Mal ik, cusgong Charmen af
the Malional Disaster  Management
Autnooty INDIMED, Alongsido
Lisirieniant Corers Hazan Khattae
incoming Chaimnan of the authority, o
disoum disssier preparedness, climatm
roailierce and shergthening Padsian’s
capacity ' ko mansge o imete-relaed
reis. The minisher highl ighied climaie
chenge and popuation growth as
Pesistan’™ two exislential chalerges,
with fareaching implications for soo-
romic sarility, food security, commu
rities and public financos.

He nosed ' that during the recent
IMF-Vorid Bank fnnual Meetngs, dis
maie thange and s implications for
Peiiistan fratued in disoussoms with
infernational partners, undesmong
the imporiance  of  strengthering
refional prepancdness -and effecie
rsk mansgemak

furargeoh emphasived the impor
tance of transisting (owcasting imc
tmely docsiors and efocihe sany
WATING MEEsUTs.

Ha highl ighted the impartance of
mabi sing resources for dizaster pre-
parednoss -and  diimato  resilionce

thmough effective se of domestic
resourmes andl ergagement with inker
retional development partners.

Thee dizoussion emphacisad pricnts:
ing imwesimerts ard ceudloping pad
£, Impiemeniati pojects o siengih-
enmeslienoe, mm peramdness and
ol er meacs

The Finance Ministar a|:-|:|rr.'~:m:||:|
Lisutanant Sonaral inam Haider Malik's
contributions during his Seruna - as
MO Chaimnean and acincslacged
the importancs of instiutional conmtinue
ity in strergthaning Pekisian's disaster
management framewark. He also tan-
yeyod R best wishes 3o Leusenant
Gereml Haman Khattak = he azsumes
respansioility for leading the Swtharibe
He urdemoored the need o enmum
cortinuity of expertion ard strengthen
instiutions’ capadty o supoort long-
term climate aceptation, mitigation
and disasherrEt mansgement.

Cn the occasion,  Lewtorent
Geremal inam Haidar Mal ik bricfod the
Frrerce Minsar on Fak=ian's long-
range climate  forecastieg systom,
wihich can peoyioe cuflooks up o 12
miorths shesd, and orgoirg efforts 1o
furher erhance its capabil fies.

The disoussion ako highlighbed
the jmpertarce of iegrating lorg-

range forecasis wish chorerigom man-

#orng by the Patdstsn Messomiogical
Cepartrent {FMDY) and ather nolewant
sJcrcios o ansum timely commaunica-
tion and achian for vilnerabls commus
nities.

The NOWA leadership also oul-
ired initiatives nefating to the Glooal
Remiligrce H and  the  Maxt
Genemation Fechnologies intistve,
simed at helping shift Palican from a
eaciive  disastorresporse modol
towmmds peoactive, toohnology-griven
sk neduchon

These: iniiates coud =il tabe
ancaledge-sharing. demonsirate
Pakizian's fosecasting capabilities and
suppart greater ergagement with
niemational partnom

Tha maetng highlighted the
mmportance of bulding =ustainable
ratonal gxpertise in climaie science
and forscasting, supparied by clear
nstitutional ownemhip, structuned
training  and - specialised technical
persaral. The meeting realfmed
the impartance of strergtharing
Fakistan capacity to anticipabe ciis
mata-redated nsis and advance pre-
parcdniess, fation and mitigas
lion through sHective coomination,
iechnoiogy and susisinesbie finarc-
ng, protecting ves, |velikoods and
tha sconomy. KEWS DEsx

wins at global
Folk Gifts
Design Contest

b cross-cultars’ desigr blending Fakistani and Chiness
folk tradiions has eamed ntemational recognition in
Eharsghe, highiaghsing the mie of oeatie collsaration in
fostering ceople-io-pooie exchanges

Hira- &li, a Pakistani -artist, receved a Cultural
Exchange Award at the $5 15FE Awaerd of the
Intematzanal Faol k Giftz Innovative Design Contest fos
her -work  “Folk Hoes: Kafash and Jinshan Colar
Fusion.™ The contest, hosted by 1he Shanghai Fazhion
end derpssonios Socipty, held its finel evaiuation meet-
ing on Cretobar 29 at Donghus Univesity. Her tutor, W
Pangsiac  fram Sharghai  University, received an
Exeallent Tubor fweasd.

The compatition, themed “Algorithm,” used bese-
ball ceps, scarves, Tshirts, and socks as design camiers,
encouraging domestic ahd ntematiorial students &
Chinese unhwarsdies o eaplone and ntorpret iofk cuk
tural elamenis from around the wordd. Through their
designs, parlicipants were invited o express the ashiocn
pssence of diverse bocal folk cultures and jointly build a
mare inclusive, greem. and nl:-:llig:"l! hsture, China
Ecaromic Met repartad.

Hem AlT's awarcbwinning design fuses Fakistani Kalssh
clernanis with Shanghai Jinchan Famer Paintings. The
Kalssh, a small indigenous poonc of Fasistan's Chitml
regicn, retain ancient foli belics, Kalasha language ara
oistirctioe embniicensd dress, and ther Suri Jagek asteo-
nomical prectice was inscribed by UNESCD in 2018 asan
intangible hert nneed of urgent presarvation

Colotrated lor ther bold compositons and vicrant
caloms, the dinshan Famer Paintings, which emerged in
Shargha™s Snshen district i the |ate 19503, geined inter-
national moogretion afer an chibition at the Mational Art
Muscum of China in 1980, and ame now mecogniced as
Shargha's municipal intangibie culbuml hertage:

| selected Katach civil zation as creative nspiration for
its auihentic, dotinctive fol k iesfile motifs, transforming
thiz indigarous hesitage into modem apparel oesge b
showoase uniquo tribal cham,” Hins &l1 said: The cross-
cultural fusion mims to highlight Shanghai's ntangible her-
itage whiz Intogratng international [olk =esthetics
Thaugh goographicaly and cutturally distincl, bolh otz
thare the mame mne sosthetic of vibemt, high-contras,
| ife-drivan color palettes roated i local dﬂll} |7l 2nd nuat:
ural landzcapes. NEWS DEX

Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan keen to protect snow leopards

Pakitan and the Kyrgyz Republ ic have
emphasized the need for jaint afforts o
probact snow In?ﬁpn'd: and their mounsain
hiskiterts, with offciak calling for sfronger
intefmational ooope ration, community - par-
ticpation and mesues bo addess the
impact of dimate change.

The message was highlighied at an
cyori marking Irtemational Snow Locpand
Cay at FAST-MWUCES {Fourdation for
Advancernent of Science and Technalogy-
Mational Unves l:.l of Computer and
Emerging Scipnoes) klamabad on Friday,
oganized by the Snow Leopard Fourdaton
Paiiztan in coflabaration with the: Mirisiry of
Climate Change ‘and  Ermironmental
Coomration and the university.

Kyrgyzstan's Chame d'Affaires. n
Islamabed, dbek Tiebalisr said botn
countries shared a commitment to prabact-

ing ther mountain reiumal hordzage and
snow |popars, stressing that corsenvation
eflorts should 5o support the wel-baing
o communities |ving in moumtain regions

Ha zaid the Kyrgyz Fepublic had
hasted the swecretarat of the Global
Snow  Leopard  and  Ecosystem
Fratectson  Programme  |GELEF) in
Bishkek sinoe 2014, facidating coopara:
tion among snow keopard renge coun-
triezs  ard ternational partners
Additional Secetary of the Ministry of
Climate Change and Eawircnmenta|
Coordination  Aamir - Mohfuddin -said
Irtemational Snow Leoperd Day undar-
szored the importance of global coopar
aticn and shared responsibil ity for pro-
tactirg the endanpered specios.

Ho =id 12-snaw lecpard range coun-
tries had adophed the Bishkek Diaclaration

on Cctobar 23, 2013, while the United mental challenges, parbiogary threats to

Mations  dedeamd Ocicber 21 as  wildlife, and & short film highlighting
Intemational Snow Locpand Dy in 2024, = rizes” to - Snow  leopand

He =reszed the: need ta |:-n:-'|:~:l: - popiations AR
srow ‘eopand habitats and wildl 35 por- % ne Fakistan's male in
razorg, prosent dllegal bunsing and ® "tl thair  conserva-
wild | e trafficking; and strengthen sci N B fon pewsoEs

entific rezearch and measurms ‘to
address o imaie changa,

Inspacior Genaral of Foresis O
iyed Mopoazzam Mizami zaid  climabe
change wan creating new challengoz
far snow laopards and mountan soosys-
toms. Ho emphasized the sustsinable
usa of water and natwral rescurces,
along with stronger institutional capaci:
ty =nd partherships to smplement
Pakrztan's ervironmental commitments.

Tha eveni efso featured electronic
pasteTs prepand by students on onsircm:
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I.PG shortage
worsens after
border closure.
traders say

The closwre of two key border crossings betaoen
Fakstan and iran has halted liquehed petraleam
LG} imparts into Fakistan, causing shortages and ﬁ
ing up prices, traders sasd

The Gabd-Kmdan and Taltan crossings were closed
on Octaber 17, with Pakisizn and fran giving different
raasons for the move. The Balochistan govermment, in
the Pakistani province where the crossngs are located,
sand the temporary closure was intended to address
zecurity cancems and curk smuggling, while Iran’s for-
gign ministry citod technical isswes.

Pakiztan importz abawt 7,000 mefric tone of LPG a
day from iran, according to the Pakisian LPG
Aszaciation. More than 4,000 1ors = Say anters through
Gabd-Rimdan alone, said Shamsul Hagq, farmiar prase
dont af the Gwadar Chamber of Commerce and
Inechustry. “These imporis are 2t halt,” Hag said.

He addzd that more than T 000 Fakistarn containers
carming potatods, boananas and nce for ran were alsa
ziranded. However tha Gabd-Rimdan Crosng
recpened on Wednesday for Pakistani exports of per-
hable goods. Tradess said the price of a 12 kg LPG
cylmder had risen to: 7,000 Pakistzni rupees (325) from
4. 500 rupees {516) within days and could climb further
if the disruptions persist.

Hundrads of tncks, incuding LPG tankers, are
stranded on bath sidas of the border, Hag said Tha
Custta Chamber of Commerce and Industry has
adwvized memiars to stop placing new arders with lan
urtdl Further notice. Truck drivers stuck at the crossings
z2id they had bean waitng for days in harsh conditions
with limited access to basic amenities

“We have been standing here for over a week wai-
ing far the barder to open,” said Abdud Ghami Balach,
gne affected driver

Pakiztan-iran trade totalled about $2.8 bdlion in tha
202324 fiscal yoar, including roughly 3684 million of
Pakisiani exports, according to the Foderabon of
Fakistan Chambers of Commerce and Indusiry.

Pokistan LFG Aszocistion Chairman brfan Khokhar
wamad shortages and price increases could worsen,

“flrcady, PG is beoing sold at different prices in
Pakistan,™ he said.

&4 12 kg cylinder sefs for about 7,000 rupees n
Balochistan, 7,500 pos i Lshare and 8,200 rupeesin
Skardu, he said, ar-iﬁng that hagher LPG prces werd
feeding through to athar goods

Lahore resident Farhat Abbas =aid he paid 250
rupees par kg far LPG before the border dosure but
naw pays S00-800 rupees perkg.

Consumers fear shortages and raing prices could
worsen a5 winter approaches. Paastan's armiy chiof viz-
itad Tehran this woes and disoussed bordar issues with
Irarizn leaders. Iran's foreign ministry s86d corsuiations
o resuming irade wore unidarsay. IR

LHC acquits
Quran
desecration
convict

The Lahora High Court [LHC| on Friday acquitted a
man convicted of desecrating the Haly Caran, rding
that the recovery of & burnt copy alone coud not estab-
lish guil without praof of a wiltul and delibersta act.

Justice Tariq Mehmood Bajwa of the court's
Ramaipind bench aflowed the criminal appeal fled by
Shahidur Rehman, setting aside his comviction and life
=anterca under Soction 295-E of tha Falisian Fanal
Cade [PPC). The courl held that the prosecdtion Fhad
fasled to establish conchisively that the appellant had set
fire to the copy. It dso found that eviderce of his ko
standing mantal iflress could rot be dsrogarded merely
becawse no formal application: had been fied under
Section 464 of the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

Rotterating a fundamental prindple of criminal lavw,
tha courl chserved that even a sngle reasonabla doubt
entithad an accused to mcquittal as & matter of right.

The case was regstered at Sari Alamgir palice st=
tian in Gujrat district fofowing an incident alizgad by
reported on January 27, 2022

fccording to the prosecution, the appellant
emarged from a street near his residamca camying a
burning copy of the Holy Quran and thraw it onbo the
main mad as people nushed to extinguish tha fre. &
mojor portion of the copy ‘was bumt. Tha trial court
convicted him under Secticn 2958 PFC and sentanced
him to life imprisonment cn December 30, 2025,

Examining the evidence, Justice Bapaa roted that
the complamnant and. ancther key prosecution witness
had admitted during cross-axaminatian that they had
not sean the appelant setting fire to the copy.

The court explynad that the word “wathully® n
Section 275-B raquired an intentional, deliberate and
ConsCioLs Bol. AGFRCES

PM directs steps to
resolve KP’s key issues.
says Governor Kundi

Govemor Khyber
Pakhtunkdhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Frida}r said Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
had announced a Rs 160
bill ion package for the
province during the
Mational Apex Committes
meeting and directed

the ralevant authoritias to
take immediate measures
to address the province's
key issues.

fddresting & press conlerance
et the Gowemer House, be said the
fodera| govamment wes commidied
o tranztarming Lhyber
Pakhivnknwa Mo a pnal:-:ﬁ.ll. gewel
oped  anrd  ecoramically  strorg
proviree through impeowed goware
raICE, @rhancead secunty and timely
rescluton of public issues. Advisor
to the Govemor on Ifformation
Eaimar Haroan Bilour ard Advisor for
the Merged Districts Mahmood Jan
Habar wenz alsa present.

The Goyemor said the Apex
Committes meotirg, chaired by the
Prima Minicter, receivad dotailed
briefings on =ocurity and devefop
manl matbters; while the Additora
Chief Secetary for tho menged &
tricts presented & comprehensive
devalopment plan. He said the
prima. minister immodately acoopt.
pd the proposals presonted for
Khybar Pakhtunkbwa and izsued
rocessary dinsctves to the relewvant
departmenis

Kundt said the prime minister had
direcicd the Secretany Food 1o con
vers an cafdy mesting 1o resahe gas
ared wheat-reiated issues, adding that
an nguiny had already been laurched

into the upply of substandand wheat
from e Azakhel whoat wanshouse.
He reftemted the governmant's poli-
cy af zom Solorsnce against conrup-
sion, warming that offidals failing 2o
periorm Ctheir - dueties would  bo
removed fom thaic positons.

The Gosarmor said nestoring law
and oeder and ol iminating temoriam
remained the govemment’s top pricr-
itizs, adding thal sumtainable Doace
would orcourage domestc and for-
eign. rwestment, gerersis omploy-
menl appociunities and strengthon
tha prowincal sconomy. He said
dovelopmend initiatives wolld alzo be
purseed under publicprivate pars
rership arrangemenis

He sad the province's canshibu:
fions rghts would be pumsued
ihnougn dislogue and constiutional
means, adding that e had slco halkd
corsultations with leaders of
variaus palifical partes
0 Duid coransss on
safeguarding tha
pravinoe's mierests.

Highl ighting
poiice welise, Kundi
s=d the peckage for
the darnilies of police
martyrs had  been
enhancod and
saanEs of posios par-
sonnel ware alsa
beirg incroasad. He
said the police would
ba provided with
&f| -reguired. resources
to efloctively combat
tErransm.

The Qovemor =aid an
indizcriminata zniis
ENCroacmant campaign
hed - been  lsunched
mcross- the peovinoa o
reclaim state fand and
resclve pundic Esues
in accordance with
the law

Raferring to
water ‘reapurces, ho

said the federal gouemment had
acknowiedged Khybor Fakhivnidmaa's
concams regarding it share undar
the 15991 Water Apportionment
Accord, adding thes tendars: for
Packago-] ard Package-IW of the
Chashma Liit Canal project weould be
msucd rext month, descriting the
project a3 vital for the provinoe's agri-
suture and cuerall development.
Kundi reaffirmed his  commit-
ment ta securirg the
prowinca's | righis,
strengthening
poaca,  prodmis
ing imiestment
and ENminng
tustainable
development
through  coaordi-
nated aforts of all
ralovant institus
tions. AMF

Lahore DC approves three-day
Basant from March 12

The Lahere deputy commission-
ar [OC] on Friday gave the formal
goeahead for three-day Basant fes
tivitias in the district fram bMarch 12-
14 et year, outlining guidelines,
conditions and restnctions for the
celabrations.

Tha notihcation said that kite
fhing would ba allowsd in Lahare
during Basant 2027 except st des
ignated prohibited zones and sub-
ject 1o certain conditicns

"Kita-tlying through the use of
permissible kite-flying matenal, as

epecifind i Schedule-l  af

thiz
Funjab Regulation of Kite Flying
Fudas, 2025 and Punjab ERe Flying
Fegulations, 2025 shall bo allowed
fram March 12-14, 2027," i added.

The notification said the manu-
Facturiceg af permissible kie-lying
material would be alfowed ﬁm
Sept 5, 2026 to Manch 14, 2007,
subject Lo valid digital registratian.

Trade, inchuding the purchase,

trarsportation and storage of the
matarial, will ba parmitted from
Feb 1, 2027 1w March 14, 2027
while sales to the general public
will ba allowed from Feb 10, 2027
to March 14, 2027 asclusvely
through registered sallers.

The notification further said
that no marmdacturer, trader, or sell:
&r choukd marufacture, trade, store
or sell permissbie kite-llying mate-
rial unless registered with the
deputy commizsianer through the
government = eBiz applicatian.

*Fatang (ko) shal not excoed
fourand-a-hali githi (span of =
harsdl amd 35 inches in width and 30
inches in lengeh, ™ it said.

“Gudda [a large kite! shall not
exceed ona-and-a-half tawa and 40
inches an width ard 34 inches . in
length,” the notification added

The kite sting, known as dar,
shall only be wound in the shage of
pinna, it must be made af codton

with  mo mare. than nine taars
{threads) and ma fewer than 28
counts and shall be coated with
maanjhia heang @ minimum zheesha
size af 350 mesh

“Preparation, coating, treat-
meent or processing of dor or maan-
jha shall be sirictly restricted to
maya {laundry starch), 350-mesh
gless powder and only nce flows
and no aother material, chemscal,
adhesive, hardaner, sbrasve, metal-
lic substance or stremgthening
agent, inchading rema tip top, amr
paveder ar any other material having
siméa properties or affsct, whether
weed individually ar in combination
with the permitted material shall be
addad, mixved or applied ot any
stage,” the natification said. The DC
ako prakdited the manofacture,
trading, transportation,  storage,
sale, possession and wse of charkh,
shrp maangha, motaliic wire, mdaon
ipdastic] dandi, and =y other thread
coated with sharp maanjha or any
other injuriaus matenal

Eegistered mianufacturars,
traders and sellers will be required
to “conspicuously” display  their
walid rogistration certficates at
approved pramises far kite-Hying.

"Complete stock, sales and
maovemant recocrds shall ba mam-
tamed and produced on demand
by registored  manufacturers,
traders and sellers 1o any sutha-
rised officar of the deputy commis-
sioner.” The natification further said
that 2l registered kite-fhing associ
stians should compls with the func-
fiors m=gned under the Purgab
Fogulntion of Kite Flying RR::.
2035, sEnciE

Naqvi’s plan for Manhattan-style city in Islamabad

Inte rior Minzter Mohsin Maow on Fricay
smnounced pias o aochion lange plos
slamabad for ‘high-rice hotels, chaoping
malls ‘and rosidenlial ompleses without
charging imvestors usdont, with the govern-
ment seeking a shaw of the projecs’ e
tary inttaad af payment {or the jand.

Spaaking at the SaudiFak Real Extate
Expz in Lahom, Magei sad the suction
would start at 15% of the project’s invento-
ry. with inwestars free to affer a higher share.
Thie plots would be aveelatis in gmos of ore,
three and s acmes, with buildings =guired
ta have a minimum beight of 600 feet.

“The rgreating thing 1 #hat i@ will be
fres of coat. 'We will rot be asking for any
monay. Wewil go for imveniony, and we will
start ‘the suction at 5% of ‘the imsenbarg
Then it wil deperd on tha mvestor baw
much they offerus,” he said

Magvi ==d the gowesmment: would
mpase bao main conditions on-investors

Specia

prajects would have 1o be complated within
ez yoars of approval, and buldings would
have o meat the minimum height reguine-
mend. "Wa have only bao demancs o oome
plate the profoct within two yoars from the
dmy of spproval,” he seid, adding that the
ospproval process woufd be hand ied through
& one-window cperafian- a1 tha Minisiny of
mieriar "W oen do it within'thooo 1o
weeks, 5o the mesior does not nead o oo
to oy ofner officn,” he ctaied. The miniskor
=5 the gowemment was o priositeing the
sea rity of Pakistari 2nd fomign imvestoe.
To address patential concors ard oe-
wert hedies :Lring project devolopment, it
wiild establ h & Swe-member auction com-
mittee comprsing
“aftional fAcoountanil ity Bureau [RAE], the
mvestment  Facilitadion  Counc
(51FCE tho Fodoml Investgaticn Agency
(FIA&] and the Capital Development Swtharity
(C0W], akong with » judge % koad! the com:

represontatives af the

mithes, b adoea.

Namqi =id & had yet t0 be decided
wnether the judge would be =ending or
retied. "Al the stakeholdars and those wha
coidd create hudles for imesios D the
4 o 'will be pert of the cormitees,” ke
addod. Magei also announced plas @
for & Manhattan-sbye oy on 1000 8
acres of
Minigier's Howse in |zamated, fea-
furing residentizl and commerdal
complEsDs  tUmounding 8. candrs
park and = ko

"¥e am lrching &
Marhattan-style oty
[siamabad; whech - wil
hinvm & completely dif-
forent et of
rules and  standard
o ratineg
dures (50F3)" he

said it el e juss

lare behing  the Frima

Levas,

ol ol

liee Marhsttan, with & Contrl Fare in the
middie and & Ise, surounoed ioy residential
and commercal compiaxes,” he-added.
The  mienar mnsier Ao announced
pians for " Asia's ‘lamest ssfan perk, spaming
&3] mowz in lamabad,” saying the poject
would it the counky's: potorfial for

entertairment and receational e Hies
Cibhg an exampie from Pumas, g
=id anewistrg s=han park thet had boen
n poor cordition 'was impmoved within
s morts thmouoh moorstnuchon and
the minoouciion of additional animek
Fe added thes the pare's anrual
suction vwaile had ncresscd
troems B=20milion 1o Retdd
million within & year of
thie mprovemanis,
deapite the facl ity haw-
ing oniy kalf the rumber
of animak indbally
plarnod: AMENGES

NATI@NAL

Zardari calls
for stronger
Pak-German ties

Continued fram Pags 1

He stated that Pakistan viaws rezolution of conflicts

through sustained dialogue and constructive’ nepgotiar
tions tar the sake of regional a5 well as global peace
and stakil ity

Garman Fresdent Frank-Walter Steinmeier wearmly
welcomed President Zardari's visit to Germary on tha
momanious occasan of T5th annivarsary of the osizb-
lishmer of the diplematic relations between Pakisian
and Garmany this year Ha ako estended his condo-
lerces on ‘the tregic death of children dunng schoal
roaf collapsa in Peshawar recently

The Garman president ecapressed the hope that
Fakistan and Germamy will contirue to engage with
reirforced efforts in the busness and trade helds for
pramaticn of bilstaral busmess, education collsbars-
tion and technalogcal cooperation,

Tha German prasident presed Pakistan's msing
diplomatic profile in resalving regional and global
disputes. Fresident Frank-YWatter Steinmeier appreci-
ated Pakistan's government for faci itating the venfi-
cation of 500 .ﬂ-.?ghans dastined to ba repatristad o
Garmany, He alse approciated Pakistan's humanitan-
an assistance to: millions of Afghars during the last
micre than four decades.

Bath the presidents giscussed the challonges refat-
ed to Afghaoristan. President Asif Zardari ised that
Pakistan has no conflict with Afghan pea ||: but said
Pakistan will rat afow terrorists Lo use Afl;hm zail 1o
attack aur citizens and viclate our soworeignty.

Responding te the Gorman president's significant
intanest. President Zardan =aid Makdcah Diefence Pact iz
aimed at enswwing regional security and provides
ragicnal secunty altarnative to ragi corflicts; and is
rot directed against any speafic country.

Pressdent Fardari has mvited German Presdent
Framk-Walter Steinmeier to wisit Fakstan. In responss,
tha German Presdent stated ha would consider tha
invitaticn and loak to visit al an appropeste time.

Both the presidents had delogation lavel talls atter
cnie-an-ona meeting. Chiol Minister Sind b Murad ali
Shah, and Sindh Prowincizl ministers Shaneal Memaon,
Jam Eham Shord, Senator Safbgemn Manowwsalbah and
Fakistan's Ambaszsador to Germany Salman Shand ware
part of Pakiztan delegaticn

Earlier, tha p-rlz:i&unt vias given a Guard of Honour
at the Garman Mirstry of Defence with the German
Presidant Fraek-VWaltar Steinmeier present on the acca-
SiOML HEVS D

PM approves
Rs 4.500 wheat

price for 2027

Continued fram Pags 1

K highl ghsed the oowvemment's focus on improving
tha performance and eHiciency of the domestic meanw
facturing sectar while' taking measures ta attract for-
gign direct mvestmeant {FCH).

Tha prime ministar said the governmant wee pursw-
ing a strategy to assess the economec viabil ity of states
cwned enterprses (90Es] and subsequently  mova
bowvards privatisation to support the national ecoramy
and promate growth.

Emphasizimg the importance of expartise and pra-
fessional capacity, Shehbar Shand sald Pakastan recog
rised the need for qualified professionals and expert
teams to strengthan its aconamic growth angine

He added thal Pokistan was ready to establ sh pro-
ductive partnerships wih internatianal corsuiting finms
to support economic groveth while @nsuring tengibde
resuilts and accountabl ity

Briggs thanked the prima mnister for the mesting
ard appreciated the govermnmment’s commitment to
attracting farcign investmant and engaging with inter.
raxtional aoonomic saperts.

He azo expreszed ASM's eagermes: to cooparale
vath Fakistan to promote a progressive busniess ami-
ranmient and & productive coonomy. NEas bEs

China. Pakistan
sign MOU on

talent training

& memorandum of understanding (MO} an joing
reseach and development of food nuwrition 2nd I'Iun-:-
tional foods, as well as joint telerd training, was signed
on Cictober 1% by represanfatives of four institukions.

Tha signing ceremony took place during the
Chmna-Pakistan S&T Cooperation Conderence an
Food and Bedicinal Resources for Wutrition and
Health, Bringing together over 50 esparts, scholars
and industry representatives from research insti-
tutes, universitias, reguiatary authorties and entar-
prises from both countries to witness the accasion,
CEN reported on Friday.

The MOW was jointly signed by Muhammad Igbal
Choudhary, C-:mrl:il?natnr Gnﬂerar of the Standn
Committes on  Scientific  and Tur_hru:-|-:|g|.q:a%
Cooperation of the Orgamization of Islamic
Copperation [COMSTECHI, Wang Fengzhong,
Director of tha Institute of Food and Mutrition
Development of China's: Ministry. of Agriculture and
Rural AHa=irs; Liu Rongrong, Director General of tha
Institute of Food Science and Techmology under tha
Chinose Arademiy od Agricuttural Scroncas {CAAS]; and
Feng Jun, Cirector af the Mational Manfan Pessardh
Irstitute under CARS,

Under the MOU, the four parties will cambine their
stremgths in research platforms, germplssm resources,
core technologies and talent training 1o adwance coop-
esatran, The colfaboration wall focus on seweral key
areas, including basic research on food and medicinal
resources, precision desalopment of functianal foods,
joint establishment. of intermational laboratories, train-
ing of young researchers, applicatians for crass-border
research prapects, and tha regular hesting of higheleval
academic conferancts. KBS DES
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FO rebuts India on Kashmir.
condemns mosque notice

Sanaullah: Letter sent
to Achakzai, urges
meeting with PM

cppostion's office “and have taa with mo
oF gt me an imetation and whersver b
wants bo hawe negotiations | will go©.

The oppositon eader adoed, "Cir |
£an go 1o him e the prime minister's house
and gree himian iritation.”

Bchakzes obo ==d, "Doomsiors will
not teie place liko this Tha sy you Rawe
made fun of Meaulana Fadur Rehman,
Fakisian Tehrock-o-rsal and our people of
the Tohroek-o-Tehiefur-g-Asin-s-Fakistan.”

Spoaking to roporers baier-on the
opposdion leader's comments, Sensudllsh
said thet thero wea “no e of ego ar
stubtarnness” i this", referming o FM
Shohibaz maeting Achakza

"This typa of talk that come hes ar
come thers, it doosn't chango anything:
Whal & the rationale of this?®

SanauSsh  said  that  when  the

Y opposition leader meots P4 Shehioaz,

they coufd togother disoss the ssues

which should oo dizouszea
canstitatianally.

& day eadier, Achakzai said that
ool itical dialegue requined & meeting with
faurder Imran Khan, He abo mcalled
thas Jamiat.  Ulema-e-lslam-Faz chisd
Maulana Faziur Retman het met the pame
mirster in-oonrection with the issue-

The oppasiton had - asked - the
gouemment to ersue that the prime
mirster parsonaly extended an invitation
or negatistions, ke said. "MNegotistions
cannot lzke place inan atmosphes whene
the process itssif & being mocked,” he
i MEWS DESK

Primi Minister on

fdwizar 1o tho
Palitical Affzirs Rare Saredllsh on  Friday
zaid that & letber haa been sent o Leadar
of the' Cpposition in the National Ssserbly  FTI

Manmood Khan Ocheios, entreating the
latter 3o respond Sand bomeet Prime
Minister Shebraz Sharif So discuss. " mzues
on oomstitutiona! - positions” amid - a
oeeskdown in communication betwoen the
gavamment and the opposition fallowing
the sdmiristrative shaeup 0 Khyoer
Pakhitun e

Earlipr in the day, Achakzai steted that
the premisr pould “come .to the

12 killed, over 25 injured

in coach-van collision

—

riciuded five waman ‘and ‘soven meri. At
least 22 sariously ‘mjured poople were
shitied to roarby. hospitals, weth soveral
reparted o ba in oritcal conditior.

Polsce said the eccident ocourred
whon the coooding passonger ooach
oollided hasd-on with the oncoming van
Women and children wene among those
mjured. . Folice anrd Levies personnel
reachesd the sie and began examining the
cicumstances =irroending the  crash
Traflic Bow on the highwey hes since been
restorod, oiticia’s id. HEwS bEs

At oot 12 peaple were kifed and
mam than 25 imwred when & passongor
coach collided with & van: near. Uthal in
Eslochistan’s Lastels dizstrcs,  pol ica zaid
o Fridag

Falioe oxid tho passonger cosch: was
travelling tram Gwadar to Karachi, while
tho wan was heading Fom Karachi to Bela

Ecihi iaskefa rechamge Or Haicm Lasi
sakd fescie teams meached fhe soone
shorily afier recoiving infommatian aboat
the actident and Began rol iaf cperatians.

He confirmed that the deceased

Melania secures Oleshky
ceasefire: White House

U5 first lsdy Molania Tump
fias seoured A coeseline Dotveon
Ruwmia and Ukraing in  the §
Rummiar-controtied  city  of
Cleshky, which will begin on §f
Cetabor- 27, 1be Wikise: Mouse
zaid on Friday ;

Rezidenss of ihe sauthem
Ukramian bowin, acoupied
oy Bussian fomes sinog
February' 2022, have
noporied A deppening
tood crisis:

*Both nations agneed
to temporariy stop all
mil itary action i Cheshiy
bo afiore Far humeritarian
aid to - gnter and o
prepare a  civilien

awacustion through a8 designaied safe
L prssasgowmy” & White  House
b siatement said

Malania Trump has been actes
m trying to gat Uarainian children
soired by Russia during the war
retumeed to their famifics.
"The sibuation in Cleshkgr iz
dine, Cleshky s a tront=line
war city on the brink of
dizastar. Oleshky's
remaining  population s
comprized coimarily of
pldery residents  who
urgenitly. need medical
stientionm, medicing;
food, arig dean waler”
Melania Trump sad n
the Stabement. EETERS

Imported insulin in short

supply: NA told

Parliam@intary Sacretary. for Health
Mealzon Axsam on Friday sad cisnptions n Ha said the marufectures in Gemany
supplies from Oormany hed caised 2 wes upgreding it poduction facil ities and
shorfage of cerfain imported irecfin had  temporandy meduced  suppiies,
producis, parficulady those used by Type-1  affecting awailability in Pakistan, othar
de=betes pefients, sflecting Fokistan mnd Asian courinies and parts af Eumpe
zeveral other ountrias aooes Asia. The padiamentary secretary said the

Foponding to A Caling Attendion  gowemment was monitoring the supply
Motica moved by Syoda Armnah Batcol n - sibastion 'and ema n contact with local
tho Mational Assembly, ho said the insuln detrbuicss bo amango sodidianal stodis.
praduect had remained . available until — However, o ackn that =eciring
September, but shorages emeged i soppdies wes difficult bocuse of reduced
“ctobar duc 1o denptions inils impomed production 2t tho Soume. NEAS DESK

SRR

Pak-Saudi Makkah pact
ratified, Turkiye to follow: FO

Pakistan on Friday rejected what
it described as ‘baseless and
unwarranted assertions’ by
India’s Ministry of External
Affairs regarding resolutions on
Jammu and Kashmir adopted by
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation {CIC], while
EXPressing grave concern over
an aviction notice issued to a
historic masgue in New Dealhi.

Speaiing =i the Fomige Office’s weeldy
press Dricling, spokespemon Sapad Haidar
Khen maid the resoiutions adopied i the S3rd
seszion of tho CHE Coundl of Farsign Ministors
in EBoghdad reflected the coliective and
longstanding position of member stateson the
Kashmir dioplte.

He said the CIC's position was firmly
grourded in nekevant Unied Nabtions: Seounty
Council (UNEC) resolutionz and  that tha
organ=atian had rejected india's. umilataral
measurea o alier the  intemationally
rocogrisod disputed “siatus of Jammu and
Kazhmir.

The QK hed abo tolled on . the
intermations’ community, including e UMEC,
%o take affoctive moasures b implemant tha
relewant  resoclutions, he  statad.  “The
organisation’s conbnued principed supeart s
ari immartant reaffimnation that the Jammu snd
Kashmir dispute remains an internationally
recognised dispute,” ho added.

Describing India's portrayal of the CiCs
codlective pasition 2= miskading and dismissive
of * legiimaie intemational concoms, tha
spokespeson sad New Delhi should insioad

Cybercrime cases
mount, Naqvi vows

hU=E its interrational obdigations, respect the
furdsmenial rights of the Kashmiri people and
create canditions for a peaceful resobaton of

the dispube in sccordanps with  USNGSC
resciutions ard e wishes of ‘the people of
Kashmiz

The smbassadoe ako EeApres:ed . Orave
concern cowar what he descriced as- “yot
another” aviclion notice issued bo a historic
mozgue in Mew Dal bi. He zaid the Race Cowrse
Mosguo wes = Wsgt praperiy and & hoditsge
site facing the threal of demalitaon under the
Enaratiya Isnats Party |BP] govemment.

“The mexure oxemplifies warsening
|sfamophobia in Endin,” ho said, sdding,
"Fakistan calls wpon  the  imternatsonal
commuTity to kake notice of incidents imeslving
the' demalition of places of worshio, including
those befonging to Muslimz, and urges indian
awihorities - bo desisl. from  discrimimatory
MEAsUNes.

Pawistan and Saudi Arabia hava completed
ratification of the Makksh Joint Deferce

NCCIA reforms

Interior Minister Mohsin Magvi
on Friday pledged to strengthen
the Mational Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency (NCCLA),
revealing that it had only &1
personnel across Punjab, a
province with a population of
around 140 million, as
investigators struggled with a
growing backlog of cases
invelving onl ine fraud,
harassment and blackmail.

Spesorg bz the media in Lahone, hagvi
said he wouid raise the agency’s statfing and
resource  shortages. with - Prime © Minsstar
Ehebbar Shar®, aadirg that the gowsmment
was working to imprdue its capacity to nespond
%o complainks and mvestigate: cyDeTcrime.

" & investigating officer hes 300010 4,000
cases. Haw can theoy pogsioy wovk?” he askad,
painding out that imvestigators had 1o attond
courl hoarings, hear complasinants,  pregans

JI seeks Rs

Jamaai-s-islami has called on the feapral
govemment: Ao abefish what- it tormed an
piomsiwe  petmleum  dovy, anguing that
additional taxes and chamges are
planrg an unbearatle burden on the
public.

Spoaking 1o the modha after
reegotistions with the gowemmeont at
Punjab House, Lizgat Baloch, head of
damaat-z-lziami’'s  negolisiling
commithes, mEid wﬂﬂﬂar':_.-
was ‘continging it ri=

-

too . secunes swliet  for

consumers  fofowing its

campaign against

ERoEIsive lavies an

pecticity and  petmoleum 1 |

producin 4
Baloch =aid Jamsate- .

lziami had siaged & 35-gay- |
long march and =t befone |
tomparany  postooning  the
protest following contacts §
fom the prime mirgter and
other gosemment minstamn.
Hz - saploined that the
prapossa mowoling botweon © 8
the mime ministar and the
party's dmeer had been defayed nopoaied|y
due ta parlismertzry engagements -ara the
prevailing  oodiical - situstidn 0
Pakhbunkhea.

ihyDar

challans and conduct investigations. "M this is
the sibuabion 0 Labane, the sibiaticn n Multan
and oifer argas is muchk womse,” he
rermarked, adding that he would taks
up the isuve with the prime
mirsster in the coming dmys,

The govermment oianned 1o
strangthon  tho  sgency by
increasng ls pefscnned ang
MOSOLTCES,  OpEning Mmoo
offices  and  esteblishi
dedicated . police statons. Plae weee ako
ooing doveloped. o et up MOCA polics
siations . across - the  country, with  the
arangemenis expechod to be final eed wethin
10 ta 15 days, ke addoa:

Magei ciressed that some complairds
required an immediabe response, particuarky
caghs watwng the online harassment and
téackmail of women and girk. “Thare ane some
sensilive caset i which you . cannot wait
months, weels or owen dayz You have o
rescand within howrs, " he said

Tha mincier ecounted meeting sovars
wamen who had asbempaed suicido attar facing
narassment, descricong their coperiences Bz a
stark reminder of the ungercy of impeowing the
SENCy 5 esponse.

He aiso highlighted dolsys: arsing tom

Agmement, thie Fareign Offce said on Frday,
s7ding that Tomkiye i1 otill bsiding the thlstorsd
pact throwgh s domestc legal pracadures.

*Fakistan and Kingdom of Ssud Arsbis
have already compleied their ratification
processes, while Torkive is undorizking the
requisise procodures in accordanco with B2z
domestic fegal framework,” the Fomign Offce
spokosperson  Sajjad Haidar Khan iold the
wes iy press brictng

The confimnation comes after Ankars
submitted the sgrecment to the Turdsh
parl iament for approvsl, making its text public
for tha first timo. |S'amabad hes ot released
tha bext itzolf.

Acked why the text had not beon made
pud ic in Pakistan diesoite cabirgt appeoval, the
soakesperson said each country folows its cwn
corstitutional and fegal procedunes for
soprCwing and ratﬁ: ng irlemational
SJreomanis.

Ratification and operational mation of e
pact.nemain under giscussion amarg the Shrec
parties, mowding in the Sfrateaic Political argl
Defence Committes, whiech l=st met an
Cictobar 5, the spokespamon said

The spokesperson erdosed e Wartce
text relessed from the Turkish pard isment ard
rejected suggestions of undisciosed clauses,
"There are  na  hidden  pravisiors;  the
sgrocmeent i eopl icit and dear in its provisions
and aricies,” the spolcsperson said

Article 2. of tha agmement treatz an
ot armied attack on any party a3 anattack
on all. Asked whether this cowers Houthi
sitacs on Saudi Arabis, the spoiesoemon said
the pact is detensve and canssbent with Article
51 of the % Charter. It = "not discted against
By particufar country,” the spokesperson sad,
adding that tho natue and extent of ary
amsistan oo would be decided collectively oy the
theee countries afer an obiective assossmend
af the circumsances.

On & Sollows-up quiestian, the spokespemsan
ponted to the atide in the agreament that
sats out the medhanem for imokng & The
spakatperton s¥d amy such decision rests wah
the throee partners. HEwS Es

pisting ‘egal procedanes.

Urnder the ourert lowy the NOTIA wes
required - in =mmue  thrae notices before
registerng a fist information report (FIRI; &
requinement that coulkd daley sction insensitive
cazes. “H & girl iz facing:harazsment, and them
hever been cases 0 which girs have attomipted
suicide, wo have bo espond ditlamnthy in such
cases,” ho ermphasiced.

He urged women and girls to esercize
caution when sharing personal pholographs
and wideos online, warning that n-'l:l"cncl:ilzr':
could wse such material to Blackmal victims.
| ‘would request mothers, sisfers and
asughters . not to share any personal
photographs  with anyone,” heo  said,
cautioning that daing so could leave them
wulnerabls 1o paploitation. Mews bese

80 cut in petroleum levy

Hao stressed othe the party's central
gemand remained the aboliton of the
priroloun lowy, which e

dazcribeg 5 &n

sadditionat  fnanca
1 F, :

Dnen ON CONGUMaTS.
Arcrording to Balech, the gosernmant was
milecting amound Rs80 per litre in potoleum

bowy, while various toses and gther chamges

Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousal Rafig. Office Mumber 1B, Firzada Streat, Pir Mohallah, Mew Pind Sukkur.,

ween contrnbuting to higher fusl prices. He also

claimed that the gowemment had gereraied ar

agditional 5100 bilion beyond itz resenue
iamel

The Jamaat-a-lfam

§ lemcar anguod that
nternatansl market
Huctuations and

developments sermounding
the Strait of Hormuz
ware not the only
reasons behina
ricirg  petmokum
prces, mamntainmng
that domestic
taxation and
governments
impased  charges
WEOIT alsz
significant faciors
Ho furthes
criticised the absance
of  dizsal subsidies
end called for a
reductian’ m the
policy  interozt
rata. ‘Refeming o
the banking sectar,
he claimed that appmokimately Rs50030 billaan
wias held in banis and meised conoems ower
ritewwst earmings ard the teatment of fands
held in curment acoounts. HEWS DESK
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i Royal Glam On
CO.hen B'GVIVBS Catwalk For US Brand
A]l G, Cltes She's baen dubbad the 'most beautiful royal - and yesterday, Lady
Fears

Ameliz Windsor proved she's alse one af
tha most sty ish as she took ba a cabwal k 4 8
in Lordan: o

The granddaaghter of the Duke of

Sacha Baron Cohen hes movealed why he has

brought beck his A1 G charscher, saying he is 'bars
fied' sbout wheno socicly s hoaded.
The acior, 53, recently rsisted that 4 G boing

Eeznt, who is 45th in line to the
‘pubdated and pmblematic’ i preciooly why he

thrare, brought bohemizn glamoar g
to the murway 2s Smerdcan brand
bellewes it is time to repriss the mle in the upcom-
ing fem; AliG: Who =87

Perrvian Connection celabrated .;’# ’
Following calk fo boyoott the film over

its S{th armivorsary with an
exclusive showcase of iis
AutumnWinter 2024 col-
lzction

claims that &l i G & offensive for perpotuating

siereoctypes. Sadha has addnessod tha backiash
over his character end spoke sbout the

"throabs- 1o his Ik’ while shooting the mowie:

1y P

it was all about baauti-
fud  Fabrics, statement|
pioces  and  effortless
Andean style as the lusuary
artizan label marked the
opocasion with a spocial
pwening at 5t John's
Church in Hyde Park
Crezcant, with Lady
Amelia taking centre
stage. ;
There have Deen calls for the mackamen Tha 31-year-cid
tary 30 b banned in U dromas, aeth s ge- model opened the
isber campaign bong launched amid daima
tha #m and characier & ‘anfororg racist
shereciypes’. The Dy Mail exposes how &l
waz used a5 a weapon hoe.
The British star has 250 cxpressed
comeem about growing poditiosl poladss
ticn ard the nomal zatior of extreme
wisivz, amuirg that the prejudices his
characicrs epose have boen amglified
oy social mecia and, Incroasing’y, Al
Speaking tz The Holkpwood Reparter

show in the stunning
Springbok jacquard-
aboait his decision o newise &1 O,

kit maxi dress in Fawm,
Mada from luoouricus i

the dress was a par- |
fect showeass of the
brand's  signature
style, combiningjf |
indricate  detailing lf
with & |ad-back

Sacha explainod: 'Becavze I'm serifiod clegance.
ot where gur saciaty & hoaded, and Gha come
ther wery | can comment on Shat is pleted the ok

theough my comeady,

| wanted to show the sutrem-

=m on both sides of the pol fical
soecirum and the denger of vir
buous viclenoe. fnd cbwausy we
variad to make the fuariest film

that's ever been made." NEWS DES

withi tha
reversiblef
Montmartro f§
jacket, @
rich Italizn
shearting — dasign
priced af E2.750,
adding texture ond
sophisticaban ta the ‘ersembls.
MEWS DESK

Michelle

her owen best advert 2a she wowed
in a chic white top and khaki
a chic grey cardigan and ceordinating knitted
=kirt, before rocking a sophisticated black
Ou u skirt suit and shades. Finishing off her party looks, the star struck a pose in a satin black
blouse bafare recking & tan co-ord and an oversized chocalata hued handbag. Capticning

Reid
e Michetie Keogan got glammad T K . i
up in a plethara of chic ensembles = Pt Jgd“
R . l n= she shawcased her Iatc‘;t party- Z w2
waar collection for Very. o+ -
eveals s ey P Unveils Part
- T
trousers befare slipping inte a sexy 2 0 f -"'EW
L e cre 0 brown leather trench in =iz ng ; i £ -
= =naps sharad to har instagram on V I 3
‘Wedn . Michella alza medellad ! I
ednesday. Michella alzo modells E[]]i
her post, Michellz penned: 'Party season - levelled up.” Her shawstopping ensembles gar-
niered planty of postroe comments from her fans and formar Coronation: Street pals
While Braoke Vincent commanted with hoart epe emojis, an impressed Halen Flanagan
ndded: "k Michella, woe =" §Ews Deix

Susmanna Feid has admil- " - Yy
wmrzeny Stiles Sought
wouthful glow:.

. - L) .
~sozever Permission For i
the crack of dawn most days i

and putting on u.?‘amur-:-u: L d T - h l N ] ;
el o Dot cager iripute g
mmial hours sleep means sha f [ it

neads a little extra help Julia Stiles scught Michelle Wil iame's permission before pay.
alongside her ragular ing an emotional tribute to ber |ate co-star Heath Ledger on

1 | K
beauty regime Diancing with the Stars. The actress, 45, revealed that she checked | " 2
Sha in with Williams, 44 - who is tha mothar of the lata actar's only d a‘ra arl a u 1 l
revealed her child - about the pedformance ahead of tme. °| did ask Michelle if '
spcreks to thiz was OF and I__slhu said yes,” Miles, who =tarred alongside
Vamen & L in tha T¥9¥ film 10 Things | Hate About You, teld Exra T 88 l I P - = l 7
Hamiz this ollowing her and pro partner Exra Sosa's performiance for nlp I 11 [}rhﬂ -I_i'_s

veack, sy Tuesday's Dedoation Might news oEss

ing: 'Hs
ifficalt Kristim Coneallari was ticketed in connection with afizgations she waz
o kmow, driving &8 mph in a 70 mph zone in an October 14 incidant in Tennesses.
isn'tit, The %-year-oid =tar had been driving in a black Porsche 711 2t tha
time of the ncident, accordng to a citaban rewowed by TME.
4 palice olficer =id that the Uncammicn
James founder had passed another
because matorist while driving in the number
olwious: one lame; acconding to the 4
by thare WAoo citation. |
are littha Crvallari told the officer that &0
things that | chi had been headed to work, £
do. like | have according o the citatan, asshe &
tiry tweak- hizs & Mashwile-basad retail loca-
&% memts. 'T'm mot tian {or ker Uncommon James
¢ going to preiend brand.

it's all sntiraly pust
natwra ageing and it's
avarything's just natu-
ral' MEWS DESE

Caeallari, whio iz mother ta
threa kids with ga-hushand @8
Jar Cutler, 43 - sors™
Camden, 14, and Jaxon, 12
and daughter Saylor, 10, has &
rosided in Tennessee since
the spring of 2007, I'm #
Ardres Court, L e
Showhiz Editor and (S
clebnty conneisseur.
I've spent the paeest
decade chasing dawn
celebrity scoops and =can-
dals, and now 'm Bringing
the best of them straight ta
your inbax. Cavallar has in
the past deatt wath # /
road-related mswes, L]
acconding bo A num
ber of reports. |
HEWSE DESK
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)G Rollout: 1,782 sites live

in 24 cities, NA informed

Mobile subscriptions reach 210 million as broad band use expands
Pl:li-u.-.tun 5G Hnliuui Updute

Parliamentary Secretary
for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication
Sabheen Ghori told the
Mational Assembly on
Friday that cellular
maobile operators had
deployed 1,782 5G
sites in 24 cities across
Pakistan. At the same
timea, 607,093
5G-capable handsets
were assembled locally
between January and
August 2026,

Reatponding. 1o guestiars
ouring the question hour, she sad
that lsrx had deployed 1,005
zites, CMPak Zong) £40 - and

bUione 127 =z the  counry
continied the phased maliout of

53 =zerices. She =aid that 53
technology  was inboouced N
Favisfar following -a succes=tul

mulibend pectrom auction and
the signing ot |iconoes on Math
1%, 2028

The slctionprocess. including
miout cbligaticns, was rovewsd
and secommerded by the Awchon

Y Key Stats
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n ELTEED LG i ansorediod locais
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A Pakistan Ventire Fund

£20 Milllion fund fior
tech startups

sibzoquantly spoowed by ihe
Economic Coordination
Commstee ([ECC)-ard the fodoml
gavernmert thraogh a policy
chractive.

Thia rollout obd iatians wem

mchided  in the  new Mot
Caoraratan  Mobile - Sonices
INGME]  liceoces: to improve

axiting 40 soniices ulur'g |-:E tha
ghioted  intoduction of 50
techrabogy. The rolkous Doegan on
March 23, 2084, and wes divided
it Four phames.

Sabheen Ghor said oolufar
molbile cperaioms wone requied o
geploy X0 senvices in fegeral and
prowincal capitels during o St
phate. They could oxpand
senvioos 10 other cities scronding
ta. their mespactve  busness
modeis

orsciaeied in 29 cities,
incuding . islemabad, Karachi,
Lahoire, Feshowar, Chuoths,
RKysmipind, Famalsbed, Mamisn
and Multsn, belore  harther
axrarson o abhor oties.
fcoording o the Qedars she
sharod with” the holso,  Karachi
had 385 50 s#es, Labore 373 and
lslamabad 276, Faizsabad nad

144 zites, Foshawar 133,
Keanipindi 108, Multan 10E;
Chustts &5, Sial kot 5o

Skeilnupura 55 and Oujrarrsals
3&. The rermaining Sies wom
tprmad acmss other cities

She szaid that &l ocolhlar
macils aporator: hao onouciod
techrrcal srials of B0 tachmolooy
srees 1he: oounbny betwean: 20210
and ME5

On the - affordabdity of 535

#G-compaticle 5 cams oid rot
need o eplyoe thom fo use 55
sorvipes. Sheszid that the growing
availability of oy amembled
Ji=capable handsots was ako
axpected o meke the bechmclogy
mane siordshia;

Ehe infoemed the bouse that
&7 93 55-capabile handsets had
tcen asemoled iooally bebaeen
Jorusny and Augast 2326, while
tha chisapesi 50 Handset currenthy
avallscle cost angund  Rsdd, 000,
She zaid shat the cxpasion of
lotal amembly was aspected 1o
mcremse  the  availsbilisg o
mompatible devices and maks
them more aFardable:

The perlismentary . seootany
Ak ol ned Se Frime Minister's
PR and ELFVATE
programmes, anrodnood by the
Lrime minster ofl July 22, 2028t
the irdis RAS Expo 2006 Eha
said thet the programmes wens
being impiemenied By londe -
Matioral Techrolegy Fund under
the. amended Eesearch  and
Dewalopment  Rules, - 3006,
theough SRCHRANI0EE.

SPARK, o
Frogramme for  Adwenced
Resgach and — knowiecge,
prowides tanding &= tum mesesTh
ideas o furctional prototypes.
ELEVATE, or Empowering Latost
age Engireoring, Val idstion, and
Arcricrated Techralogy, supports
the val oation a7d
mommercialization ol technologes

Strateqgic

Shie sard that tha first calf mr
DICPOSNT Was OpEn - On - ignie's
rarial, sagmzignile.omgok, until
Cretober 28, 2028, far- praject
morcepis. The deadling - far
submitting Ul proposaks wes the
and of Movernber 2024, Under
tha programnes, - SPARK grants
can reach Re100  milon  per
project, while ELEVSTE grants can
reech Rs200 milion per proiect
Bcth  programmes . provide
fndng for up o 18 manths
lgrite plans o award up o 30
grants under. pach  programmes
anrually in two sa-month coborts
iz bocard has. appreved an
alocatian of R=352.5 mill ian far
SPARK, and ELEVATE for the facal
yoar 2024-T7

The grants will be released n
installmentz - linked to  project
milestones erd financed through
the Eosoarch erd Developront
Fund. Ma funding will be afocated
from the fedemal budges or the
Funia - Sector - Dovolopment
Fregramme (PS0F], she told.

She ==id 'the programmes
overed 8l sectors, with priority
areaz incliding digital industry
snd sfvanioed manuhctunng 10T-
anabled agrculture and water
TEiEmE . ey, HStors  and
eHiciency; heoatth ‘systors and
agital heatthoans; smart cties and
uran myEbems; conrectivity, and
digital infEstruce; safety,
soounty | and o trust . systems;
sgucation ard  human - capital

Agvizory Commettes, hoaded by
the - brance  minister 11 was

PSX loses over

1.549 points

F ;|
HEF-500 Indws
M., 162,374.88
izl amn
EHamy ]
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The barcnmark KEZE-100 Index of the Fakstan Siock
Exchange (P3X) witnassod & stoep bearish trend on Friday,
shedding 1,549.44 ponits, s negatve change of 095
percent, to close at 142 374.88 poinds sgainst the
163,924 32 points wmeonded in the peviows frading
TOEEIon.

Tha meady maket wilnessed e trading wolume of
373942 million shares, compared to Z&7.004 million
sheres traded in the previous session. The draced velue of
tho mady maket roached Bs1B.205 - bifian, up from
Fs17.9%8 kil ion a day sarlier.

Mearwwhile, total marioet capital Babon aocreased ta
Rs18.014 trilion from Rs18.173 trllion mecorded i the
CeEYioUT Sesnion. NEAS R

Edible oil imports
crash in ()1

The cdible ail, inchiding soyoean ard palm, imporded
mbe fe country during the first guarter of the mona
tinandal year decreased by ¥9.9% per cent and 2.30 perc
cemt, respoctivedy, 8z compared 5o the mpors of tha
carrespanding peried of the last wear.

Cuiring the periad fom July bo September 2025, 04
medric tors of zoyboan valued at 220000 wers imporied
a5 cormpaned o the impors of 52,054 metric bans costing
£56.452 millian in the same period of the last year,
acconding ko the data of the Fakistan Busau of Siatistcs.

Moarwhile, BZ2 034 metrc 1ons of palm ok wabsed a3
707 843 milliar wora &lsa mported in order to fulf tha
local mouiemens Az egains bhe imparts of 953,128
medric lome wortk of 5100 billion of she =sme pericd of
the fast yoa, it aoded.

The imports of =ugar during the first theee months
of the current financial year docroased by 9827 per
cent as 374 metric tors of Tugar costing 3322, 000 warn
imparted as comparad to the imports of 31,291 metric
tonc valued at $18 930 millicn of the =amo period of
the last year.

On the other hiand, the imparts of leguminows
vegatables {puises] into the tounty durtg the pericd
ander newiew witndssed about 1207 por cent negative
growath and ware recanded’ at 287 200 mednic tars costing
£179.465 million as companed to the imports of 317 498
metric tans waiued at 220£,376 mdl ion in the =2me pericd
ol B last yoar NEWS DESK

She zaid that 50 serices had
been lsunched or wem baing

Pakistan

services,  the

parl iamartzry
secretary ssd users with existing

that alreagy  hawe
poiCtypos

functicnal

Tysterns; and transport 2nd omart
okl ity MEAt nEE

needs reforms

to sustain stablllty WB

The World Bank has called
on Pakistan te sustain its
economic stabil sation
gains through continued
reforms and effective
implementation, as the
country seaks to attract
investment and shift
towards. sustainable
growth, read a
staternent on Friday.

The devslopment came dunng &
meeting batwean Finance MWanisbor
Mubammad Avranget and Sandoon
fanajpn, Regiona Pacice Diedor for
iz P foy Vertical for the Middis
Esst, Moeth Africa, Sdohariztan and
Pakstan [MENAAP|, Word Bang
accamiparced by Holormas
bmgastazar, Country Director, and
Smon Andews, Division: Directer
Inbemationa’ Firanoe Corporation §FC)
to disors Pakitarn's aoonomic reform
agenda, the  ransition fram
siabitisstion bo susisrablogrowe, and
pricrities: for strengthening imsestment
and privato-secior acthity:

Zardcep Manajan congmatulated
Pekistar on mestorng macmoeocornomic
siabiiity end ~oommended o

L.

gosemment s eHective marsgement of
ihe- recent chsiz asing fom regional
cordict:

He ‘noted that the buffers built
through sisbilisation effors ard s

timedy policy resporse. hed helped
Pauistsn manage exiomal prossunes.

The Wordd Bank ropresaniatvos
emphagzad  the . imporisnce  of
susaining these gars  through

:mlmnd "ni:rn's and  effectie
Suirargeeb emphaicod that the
govermment's prcrity was o maie
macToeoonomic stabi|ity durable and
trargate it into sushainaie growth and
imeastmant-iod, samor-ded.

He noteg that Fawstan nad
regained acorss o iiemational capital
markets, mcuding theough #= recent 55
b jon Eurotond msusnce with Syoar
and  10-yoar matunties. He abo
mantioned enzuning & pathay for
further credit mbtng upgrades. He

highl ghtea the importanoe o nuI-:Irg
ar this pregres, siergthening imvesier
oorifiderce and imomving  Fakistans
SoWerEign crodit profiie.

The finance minister dhossed the
mparzrce of & credble trersition
framewnrk  that  oostairs  fiscal
distipline, addessez’ estemalksectar
wikraarabil iten - end stengthens the
foundations . lor  privete  sector
mestment-led  mesponsible snd
sustaingois growth

The dicum=mn aks  covenso
drawireg on inbemational openence 0
strengthering fises framesors and
policy cmdibil ity to manage exbemal
ks and suppon imvesior confidenos.
continuity & a oy requiement for
sustained coonoric progress. Serator
Muhammad Aurangrob noted that
rvosiment and preductvity depoend on
& prodictatie podicy erwironment and
cormsent mplementaton. HEws HEsk

Salurd'a:,l, Cetober 24, 2026
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Pakistan ecan

meet rising
Maldivian

demand.
says Jam

Foderal Minister far
Commerce Jam Kamal
knan: emphasised the
need to trarsfom the
langstanding
friendzhip - botwean
Pakizian and
Maldivas ntc &
Srohger  aconomic
paringithip through
enhanced bilazeral
trade, irvesiment,
Lo w rojosm
cooperation and busingss-to-bus ness cnigogoment.

The minstor highlighted the significant unispped
patentis| far - econoemic coflaboration botween the fea
couniries. President of the Republic of Maldves
Mchamed Muizzd, federal miristoms, sonior goveEsnmEent
officis’s, detegeses and business mpresentatives from bath
couniries weme present.at the. fonum.

Welcaming. the  Maldivian  Freodent and  his
delegation, Jam Keamal said that the complation of &2
yaars of diplomatic melatiors betwesn Pakistan and
Ilaldives provided erimportant opporundy to strengthen
cooramic ties and capand bilsieml trade:

The mnisicr nobted thal Pakisian was wellkpositoned
L& meat the grnmrg rnqummer-.'.: af the Maldivian
markes, particuzady in food progucis, pharmaccuticals,
umical instruments, tesfiles and constructicn-meiatea

He highlighted Paksian’s capadty {0 ewoort dos,
maat, helal foodt, procezed agricultural products snd fresh
Fruits; ircu:li"lg mangoes, ctrus, chemies, spricots,
p-C‘\ﬂd'IEu-H'Id-\.ﬂl.l:""

He alm pointed = Fakistan's emonrging olive =il
induziry, expres=re cant fidence that Pakistani olie o
cauld exzablish itsalf 25 & premi um oot in inbarnatianal
markes over theccoming years

Highiignting opporiundies in touricm and Fospitsl ity
the ‘mirgster sppreciated Maldives'  inlemationzlly
remgnised  swandards of service and suggested grester
cofiabaration between the two countries.. He sai
Pakistan’s espanding toursm indistry could benets from
Maldivian experize” in  hospiality  management,
pofessionad iraining and serice quality,

dam Kama further identdied information tachnalagy,
digiia® infrastrecture;  tethnalogy-cnabled  semvices,
trargpart, pori-neated supply chaTs and the creative
Cooraimy A5 promising amas for oilatera! cooperation. Ha
stneased that improved maritme and air connechvity
wauld  be esserzial for esparding market access: and
Facil itating trade.

Ot inng_ Fakistan's angoeng economic reloms, the
miristes s3id the govermmant hed mtroduced meanres to
|T|:|r|:l.~z the business envicnmaent, smp |1|-' tarifs, medocs
inducirial ‘engrgy cosis, expand export financing and
siream|ine import and suport procedunes.

Ha highlighted the role of Pakistan Sngle Wirdow in
powiding tRdors acoess (o multicle govemment agencies
through & unified digital platierm. He abso refemed o
refarmz - n  fzad wately, trade disputs - ressfution,
intomatans compl anoe stardanss and Spenal Ecoramic
Zones Aimed = sirergthenng Twestor confidenca and
improving Fakistan edport competitivencas.

En-mlngir'g Wisdhsian businessos bo Expiom investmentd
and Sourcing - opportungies @ Pakisian, the minisier

nrnp'lru:d the importance af dircct orgagemont boheoen
manutactnoms, oxporters and potonsial buyers, MEWs DEsK

Gold prices decline

by Rs 7.000 per tola

Boid prices watressed B-odecline in tho domestc
merkes an Fridey, with the prce of 24-amt goid cer tola
Fall ing by Bs 7,00010 Fs 224 534, accarding to rates =sued
by the All Fakintan Sarafa Gems and Jowellors Assaciation,

Simiarty, the price of 13 grama ol 24-karat goid
pecreased by B 6001 1o Rz 383,57 1, whie the price of 10
grarms - of 22Jm@rat gold declined by Bs 5,501 1o Rs
333 552

in the inemational market, the price of gold el by
£70 b= 34,020 per.ounce, the smsociation mpored.

Mearmtie, the price of silvar I-PF bola o od by
R=221 to Bs 5,863, while the orice of 10 gramz of 2d-karat
sitvar cecroesed by Bz 139 to Rl 5,008

Tha price of siker in the. intematianal market s
regsteend a decline, Taling by 32.21 10 §53.87 por ounce,
tre amzociation added, NEws bEsk

Pakistan’s new auto policy targets $25bn savings

Pakistan's proposed
auto pol icy expects to
generate around

ek i . Monetary Fund program.
$25 billion in savings |siamabad wil zend the auta
pelicy 1o the IMF dor mview 0 "a
and other benefits over ™ 70, - i
the next five years, as  Development  Board  Chisf
Exorutive Oifficor Hamad Al

per a copy of the draft
seen by Arab News,
amid Islamabad's
efforts to boost local
manufacturing, slash
vehicle imports and

incustry, part of brosder trede
relomms under its National Tarff
Paligy ard 37 bilion Intemationsl

Mansoor sid, aoding that Frime
Mdinistar
aporovad the drab

draft pel i
local marutaciuring, slash mporns
of CEUz and morsane fomign
cuchango. The policy estimates
#hat loczl marufacturing will help:

Shehibaz . Sharil  has
firab Movwes saw a copy of the
which aims o boost

lapnch  an  assambdy  plant in
Sindn's Gharo o tamet Pakistans
popudation; 8YD has parirened
with rrdopondenl power
progucsr, Hub Fower Hoidings
Limited, % introciee electhic and
hybrid wehicles, and changing
infrastrudiure in Pakistan
Foseover, the EYD has calea
far suppart far MEV adaption
*Tha pmoposed pol icy, whike
sill noeding aporovak from the
cabinot - and suppoct Fom IMF
pravides support | b, MWEW
adoption,” DCanish &halig, wico
presidery at EYD Pamizian's sakes
and strategy, tokd dnsb Mows.
Thee BYDYS assombly plant wil

save valuable foreign
exchange.

The pmoposed Automotive
ard Auto Parts Marufacturing
Polioy 30252051 oyes increamng
Pakistanz Ao exparts 1o 36
bilion over the redt fiee yoars.
Pak=tans auin mector curmontly
caports anourd FH50 - milion bo
5300 milion a year Fakistan faz
progross ke by | ibgral zed
commerca mpons  of - used
vohicles ‘since . last - yoar while
begirning bo dismantle - tarff
probections acoss tha wides subo

s 3177 bilion in the next fue
yoars, wilile  adopling eolectrc
wehicles “will ‘further =se £5.%
bil o

“The oworall weiue additior
will mault m =wng of amourd
£17.7 bilicn in e noot T yoars
as agarst import of equivalent
surtomcbies in CBUY condition,” a
drat af the palicy reads=

Fakistan B pushirg to
transloemn s trermport - sector
through the Mew Enongy Vohicle
Podicy  INEWF) JE5=-2034,
targeting & 30 percent tham of
oleckric wehicles m now wehicle
sales by F0G0.

"Attsning the NEV (Mew
Erergy Viehides! adopbion tanget
ot 30 portont sxes of nowr vehiacies
would lead fo aoddtional benets
inciuging 359 bifion sawings in
fual import, Use af surpius power,

carcan  credits . and  heoalth
berefiz,” the policy said.
Cachesirapoed Faidstan spent
517 billion on petrateum impors
last fcal yoar, 70 porcent of whah
wer con=amed by petol-powaned
urhicles that Mamsoor said wee
losirg ground b elecinc wehicles
IMFa resident reproseniativa
in. Pakiztan, Msher Bing, dd not
rezpand o Aras Mews' quenos on

whathar the Fund had ‘soodived
the draft and # it-has nesenmtion:
on oeriain paihs.

The intzmational lender &
expocied 10 raise chEctians oves
the dmft palicy, which proposes
sales tax mtes of 1 percent for
battery eiectic vehicles, & pencerd
fiar catended EWe and ¥
pament or plug-in Ryorics. taka
propoees bower import tadffs on
EW's pricea belowr 515 000 for Swea
yoars and neduced duties on EV
paris o onoourage adogtian

Meanwhile Thina's BYD, a
maltinational manufeciuring
congiomorats, T preparing o

commiszion by tho ond aof this
yoar, Khalig ==id.

“In tha first phase-we wik hava
a capecity of 25,000 whides per
aprum,” he sxd, adding that BYC
gims to double its annual
production capaciy o 50,000
wahicies in tha rext phass.

"Wt the paport fargetz ard
promotion af local manutackiring
it aporocated, the powemment
should  zupporlt  in - securing
fawarable FTés  (Free  Trads
dgroements; 1o heln beooma
compatiive &t the gobel stage
and promate exports.  from
Pawistan,” he added MEwS beti
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PHP Flaw Sparks Seoul Pleads For

Talks To Sto
Global Patch Rush WW3 Blumleli

South Komea on Friday pro
chared poosd mil Hary taiks weth Morth
"I've mot seon anythirg fike

Korea to msoiwe cisagroc-
thés 'n a long, long time,” Microsolt - ments about wheme their bor
CED Satya Madella said 22 an dar | ies and prevent scoden-
awat i Dammany on Thusday,

sl claghes: in frondline snoss,
sayrg e incicent showed tha meiing to oo tenzions aftor
impartance of building schwam rocent landmine blasts injored
thiat can be madnisinod securcly 25 SAne South Koesan soldiem
SystomEs QR Mo compie.

mutiialy  confirn the exac
jocation ot the goord milk
lary  gemacaton . line
between the South and the
Norh, decuss the mesiors
fiori of milifsy communics-
tion |ines, ard decuss meas
ures . G0 preer .:II::i:il:‘ﬂl.ﬂi
dashes in border ameas,” Kim

tn urclear whather Morh rarg{'lcnl. m-..L". E-:n:'a'

"It was & fong day and a long Korea wif egee o talks. doputy minzter for dofonss
night, o, t=r all the [Tard Abantsrisn eader Kim Jong policy. sad in A ek
sccuriy Iodls” ln has takon & hend | ine wised  statemaont

The cevelopers ol PHF —a towvand  Seoul Fricay.
koy computing language ke ard has sus- H ‘@
HTML ang Python — refcaced foes pended wirtue =aid tha

m:l'-c:c'.'&:,l for wiinorabilities sy all dia- South
it besd |ur ks i e sodtwane for logue and W B3
years untl Shey were unoavened coopera alza
ysing Al, umging users 1o “ppdye ticr with opEn

immediatey” Lt ha
Mladeling Lewmence, oo South
founder af Befgian cybe seounty
firn Aikido Security, s=d Hhat
cedaibs of the #ews had become
pi ic befone hikes wen roady,
with atlecks reported since.
“Companios are racing 1o
upate against sltsckers who can
use- | b eaplait them. That's the

Gicbal firms and grwemmenis
nshed on Thursdey to patdy orite
el flawwz in the FHF procramming
lsnguene that undanpins much ot
the Intamet, 25 3 cloud hrm repart-
od millians of hacking atsmpts
aftar vuinonabilites wene gischosed.

Seven Killed In Attack At Chureh

Al lpast seven people wore
tiled and 10 othem inued on
Fridey whon gmmen cpened bre
durng & tumersl atoa chueh in
Jordan's Kerak gowernorate, the
state-owned ielevision siation Ak
Mamlaka reportod.

Securty tormes had deployed
at the church and wore pursuing
the suspects, the station reporied.
it seed two gunmen got out of- &
wenico and opoened fire durng &
funeral procesion st the Hamoud
tharch in Karak

Ehaled Burgar, & man whios haso
Doen attending the funeral, old

N7 Defence Chief
In Love Cheat Exit

The pach came aftar govesTr
meis in Eumpe and obewhomn
took webeites offting a5 a proca
tian on WWedresday whic wetsits
operaton scembied 1o soouT 5y
teme nunning thae softwane

The emengency shusdawns of

Al-Mamlaka thet dozers of poople
had been ettending the funara
ard two men - one carrying a fifle

bankng, & ne, ral, tax 200 gow:
emmens sorvices from Tokys 1o
Hekinki mark ane af the most dra
matic tesks of tho Decades-oid pro-
gramming ok thet keep the web
rurning, exposing how ceaply oo
emmants end compenies depend

snd anothor carring & pestol -
opaned fire on them for sovers|
minutes

wihole rece,” she san,

fiz mxmpanies and gawem
meris deplopod patches and oe
rorioed wabsitos &n'a precaction,
nacking atiempts sunged into tha
millions, sccarding to cloud servic-
oz firn Clouoflam. murees

In Jordan

Thene was no immediate claim
of responsiod ity far the attack and
Jandenen authcrities did not =
who was espanshbic.

Such attecks ara axtremely
rare m Jordan, which is relativaly
stnble but has been incroasingly
targeted by Irardan stiscks the
yoar since the WS and Israal
faunched strikes against bren n
Fetbraary

Cheistians make up a mimarity
of Jordar's popufation though the
oouritry is homie 5o soveral biblical
zites that astract Christian plgrms
trom arcund the world. BSITERS

60% Deported Under Trump

Mearwhie, Morth Komea has been adding
mines, teroed wine fences, tactical mads,
anfitari walls ard other fortificationz’ o
whal’s alrady one of the world's most hoae
ily armed Bonders.

South . Kama'z militzry hes =aid Morh
Koman soldiers oossed the bomdor'smil itany
demarcation |ine 50 times this year during
farification ‘work, and shat it respanded with
waaming shots and broadoasts

The Souck’s milfsny made & propossl
mar zimilar talks in Movember that was
igndned by the Marh  Seoul nes shown
greater digency o eese iorsons =fer the
Sept 21 mina blasts at th bosdar, whith the
South’s mifitany conduded weore: caused Dy
Moeth Koreen mines planied south of #he
i itary cemacation | ine.

*Our Ministry of Mational Tofese offr
cially proposas o Morth Korean asthoriies
that South=-North militany tali= oo heid 1o

0. |

s Rus

AN, B R

Sireo-wamy tal ks irvolving the UL 5-ed United
Matiors Commard.

The proposal came days stter -Kim
Jorig Un's powerlul sister vimited front=line
aroas whone Morth Kaorean troops are oene
fardrg the border During hor s, sha

mpowed & throat 1o otal iste against any
Squth Karean provocation mimed at the
fortification wark.

Kim Yo Jong ‘also 3aid  the Morth
pl:'ln-c':l to scfivate bordier oud=roskers
for anti-Seoul propaganas brogdoasts, a
p=ychological warfam facts bong usad by
both Koreas, ard has placed urspecified
"rave counter moans” on alart along tha
border. She blamed the  South Sor Bring
waming shots and brosdcasing waming:
toward Morth Korean soloicrs ':-.:f:.-i."g
the bordor under what cho calied & faise
proiext that they were crossing the
demancation {ine. &8

Tibet Quake Kills
s

lomes Collapse

Had No Criminal Record

Most Deportees Under Trump 2.0 Have No Criminal Record, Study Shows

& magnituda 7 earthquake hit China's Tibat
region on Thursday evenmg, kitling at loast 16 pao-
pha, impuring 54 and cnllup:in? hundreds of homes R
the northern regional cty of Maggu, official media
said.

Search and rescue affarts continued following the

Tha head of Mew Zealand s military has rc.e-T

owar an “mapprogriate relationship” he had while in

changa of = unit, the Cefarce Farco
zaid Friday

“The resgnation is

for par

sonal reazons, and results from

= arrars of jdgement mada by . coliapse of at loast 339 homes and 20 | ivestods shads,
me in kb past, tar which | am n m OF DEPDRTEES n HAD MO )..ﬂr'l._'] the Magau media office sard, dting city government
taking  rasponsibility,’ Air u uf Hﬂn m I'tﬂll WITH 24 YEARS FHTLITN A afficials.
Marshal Tory Davies said. L} Dﬁjn IN THE 11.5. u: ik More than 1,600 poople from the local county
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ware deployed for rescue efforts. Supplies inchuding
1,000 prnfabri:at-:d housing units, arcund 3,000 tents
and folding beds, as wall as flashlights ‘and winter
daothing arrived in the region.

China's offical news agenoy Xinhua zaid on Friday
that cammunication in part of the region has been
dawn. Local rai.'.l.a:.- authorities have takon emergancy

"The emors of judgoament
wore condrany to the values of
the Delence Forca, " ha
eeoiched.

“These maitars
ravohved around an
inaporapniate rels

HAD NO CRIMINAL RECORD
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tionzhip | had actions to halt trains passing through tha ragion.
when i a positicn The earthquake also caused rockfals that hava
af  wRit com -.. forced local authorities to close & section of Maticonal
mand, and | Highway 317, allowing only emergency, rescus and

regret not dis official support wehicles through s cows worked to
ciosing this when | had the apporiunity to doso.” He

daar dabris, accardiing to Xinhua. ap
askad for privecy and said thet his facus was on his |
famidy at this time, the mil Hany added.
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Nepal To Get $20m UN Climate Aid

Tha United Mations’ o imate loss and
domage fund moved Thuraday to
provide 320 million in- @id sought by
flaad-stridken Mepal, tha first time it has
sab sside mao naynﬁr any country, ina koy
tast of the body's credibiliby.

In an extracrdinary maooting, the
fund's board agreed to carmark  the
modest sum for the Himalayan country,
which was hit in August by Bunami-like
floods triggered by a dimate-induced ice
and rock avalanche that killad more than
1,400 poople and ettt gwer 5,000 missing

Camila Minerva Rodrigues Tavarez,
the Dominican co-chair of the board,
called the cutcome "truby historic” and
thanked membars for “sllowing us to act
pramptly-and have & response to Mapal.”

Kescting ta tha mnows, MNepals

finamce  minstor Swarnime YWagle told
AFF: "Thao fact that thay could convens
ths: emeorgency meeting in response to
gur lotter and commit 320 mllion of
grant maney B very walcoma.

The decsion does nol, howsver,
mean  that Mepal will immediately
recaive the tumding, which amounts to
lesz tham 0.5 parcant of the
government's 2478 billion estimate for
recanstruction.

Twenty  million dollars iz the
maximum amount countries can requast
in'a single appd ication.

Heopal will firsk have to presant a
prnfn:-al for the boards approval, with
na firm timaline for the process.

The ocrestion of the “Fund for
Responding to Lass and Damage” was

hard-waon at tha U climate confarences
of 2022 and 2023 by developing
countries, many of them amang tha loast
responsible for climate change yet mast
vulnarabla to s impacts.

The fund grew out of calls for
"climate reparationz” fram historically
major emittars, which ultimataly did not
matarial ize.

But since it became ocparational,
critics hawa favtted bath meager pladges
froom rich nations — SB22 million to dats
= and the fsct mo money has boan
disbursad so far.

Wagle said that Mepal 5 a tost case
for “how serious the world is in helping
doweloping and fragide countries to
reapand to the lomm and damags
ascocizgted with climata change.™ a#p
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Volk, 38, .
Tells Kids:
Age Won't "
Stop Me_
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The Fakstan Cricket Board
\FCB| has amncunced that the
player auction for Palistan Super
Lesgue (F5L soasen 12 wall take
pince on Jaruary 23, 2027, whila
apening the direcl signing wine
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PSL 12 Player Auction
Date Revealed

five to = wenues across Pakistan
as part of the PCE's plans to
gapand the leagus's geographi-
cal reach.

In anather sigridicart devei-
cpment, the cricket board has

flesiznder Valkanowski knowes
tha questions about his age wall fol
loea him inta the octagon He wal-
comes tham. £t 38 tha UFC festh-
ervwzight champion sees ancthar
opportunity 1o damonstrats  how
much hie siifl has to offer when b
taces unbeatan Blovsar Evlooy on
Saturday in the main event of UFC
333 ot Etihad frana in Abu Dhabi.

Evicav has spent years imagin-
ing that maeting. He confidenca
resis on beating the champion at his
test, rathar than warting far him 1o
decline. Ther contrasting perspec-
thees Frame a card that alsa foatures
bartamweight champion Petr Yan
defending his belt against Marab
Crwvalishwili in the third maoeting

botwean tha rivals: a# i
1

AFC Backs Infantino
Despite Earlier
‘Breach Of Trust’ Row

The Asizn Foothall Confederation has endarmsed
Gianni Infarding far another tesm as FIFA president in
an apparent fumarcund in its starce from: e months
ago when it criticized the head of soccer's world gow
erning body for & breach of trust.

AFC president Sheikh Salman bin Ibrabim Al
Khal ifa, spoaking at the body's extraordinary congress
maating in Tokye on Friday, embraced Infanting wath
larga hug in frent of the membership as ho defiverad
hiz emdorsemant

“Wig affirn our full commitment to supporiing you
ard your leadership o wou seek & new mandate as tha
FIFA president.” Sheikh Salman said “You've visited a
Io1 of countries in &wa. Mve sgoken ta 2 kot of meme
bers within this continent. [ kndw your feeling and |
think your commitment is clear as well.*

The AFC has 47 membaer assaciations. Even o all
the members don't follow tha direction of Sheikh
Salman, those votes could be o kay to guarantaging
arather mandate far infanting

The FIFA election s in March and the deadling for
candidates to flile agairst Infanting is Mow. 18_5a far
none hes filed. Addressing hiz remarks ko Infanting
Sheilh Salman indicated not overy AFC member would
go along with the endorsamient, bul most will. aF

Goalkeaper
saved
Ectudanies de La Plata overcome a
second-half red card Thusday and 2limi-
nate defending champion Flamengo ta
secure 3 spok in tha Copa Libertadores
final. Fallowing two goalless drews in tha
senies, tha &0-year-ald Uruguay weteran
wha played in fve World Cups -
penalty - atiempts frem Jorginho, Lucas
Pagqueta, ard Brumo Henrgue to lead the
Argenting soe to & 3-2 shoatawt victory

Estudiantes, raducad to- 10 men in the
Sth minute whon Baftazar Rodiguer was
sent off will now face Palmairas in the Final =t
Uruguey's Centonario Stadium on Mowv. 28

The Argentine chib will
sowven-yoar streak of consecutive tourmament
wictories by Brazilizn teams in South Amarica’s
premier club compebtion.

The lnst non-Braalian clul to it the trophy
was Argontina’s River Flate in 2018 ap

Muslera
rescues
10-man

Estudiantes

ing editicn

compatitian.
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oin

Pakistan, Iran
Set Up BJK Cup
Group I Final

Pakistan and Iran have qualified
for the final of the Billie Jean
King Cup Asia/Oceania Group i
after securing victories in their
respective group ties,

The two teams will face each ather an
Saturday, Cctober 24 hera at the Pakstan Tennis
Fedaraoen [FTF] Tennis CDI‘I’P'QF\._ Garden Avanue,

Pakiztan secured thewr place in the final with a
2=1 wictory over top sead Maoldives m Sroup A,
while lran Eu:-k-:u:l their =pot with a conwincing 3=0
win against Clatar in Growp B.

Pakistan's esperignced players daliverod
strong parformances in the singles matches.
Ushna Subhzil dafeated Kayara Usama g2, &=3,
while Mahin Aftab  Cuwreshi  produced  an
improssive display to overcormse  Aishath  Karin
Sairan &1, 6=0_ In the doubles. Fomaisa Malik
and Hajra Sohail went down fighting againsi
Aishath Karin Saizan and Mayars Usama 4l6, losing
-, =t

lran, rmeanwhile, domonstrated their strength
mgainst Qatar, winning all thras matchas. Yasaman
Yardani defeated Dana Khalifa &0 &0, while
Eimia Sagheb Tohrani beat Mubarsks Al Maimi
&=2, 6&=1, The branian doubies pairing of
Meshkatolzabra Safi and Hana Soltani completed
the cloan swoep with a &2, 7-&2) wictory ower
Hind Almudahka and Khadije Gassama.

Tha st=ge & now et dor an exciting: final
betwoen Fakwstan and bran, with both  tosms
aiming to finish their campaign on a high note

Pakistan will laok to capitalize on hame-court
advantage and the support of kocal
fans, while Iran will be
determmad to challenge the
hosts for the Group Il tits
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dow for all eight franchises.

madin platforms, mark-
ing the beginning of
sguad-building prepa e
ratians for the upcom-

Pakistam’s premier T20

fccordimg 10 thao
PCE, dl sight franchis

Maovembar 23 10 com
plate their direct signr

ings  ahoad of
player auction
Unidaer
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each
chise cam directly
racruit ona mar
guea player, pro-
vided tha cmck:

Tan i

cpportunity
to strength-
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with high
prafile

pla:.-'nr:- Meanwhile, the PCE  has
# h o scheduled a franchise warkshop
have for mext weok Boo discuss and
n o t finaise soveral important aspocts
fo's - af the upcoming seazan. The
tured m  meeting will address player
tho leagua  retenticon dasd|ines, the pre-auc-

. The announcement . & -
W, was made through tho
8  F5l's affecial  sooial {1 i
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during the previous two soasons.

l.eBron's Anthem
Warm-Up Enrages
Trump

U5 Precidant Donald Trump lashed out at ME& sopors
star LoSrmon James on Thursday for what he called disre-
spectiul behaviar during the playing of the natonal
anthem. Trump posted avideo of the baskottall legend
doing Apparent wanm-up mawemants whike | ired-up with
hiz Philadephia Téers loammeanies

"While {istening ta our Mationa! Anthern, LeBmon
James disrespects our Country! | said ngat from the
beginning thet ha's no good, a TOTAL SESEREACE,"
Trump wrode ofy his Trith Social netweork. "LeBmon dames
shound apalegine to all ot those Great Amercan Warices

ard Hemes who died for'the American

Flag, and all that our Cosriry stands for”

ra wmote. The video used by Tnimp hag
an intemal caption that read

*LeEran working om his

= goif swing pregame.” |t
o & chowveed himedaing laters

ot 1! e SATE] I'I1I:I|i|:|'!!--\'.'l'r3| .
3 Vis j'-'l'-ri" ketba® shooting movae-
4 meris. i was not mmad-

atedy clear when the video
van Aimod. AP

Player Movement

Dyt Sorwngs Wendew Opes
Wt Mo 71

" [ach Tomvahens Can 5gn 1
Vames Poes o
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tion irading wirdow, suctian reg:
ulaticns and playing conditions.
Maotably, FEL 12 is schaduled
1o beginon March 18, 3027, wath
the fimal zot e take place on May
2. Tha taumamert will faature 44
maiches across 46 days, with fis
tures akpoected to be staged at

aligned s domestc cncket cal-
endar with the ‘Pils pre-seasen
preparations to  create moro
cpportumities for emerging glay-
T

The HMationad T23 Gabd and
Mational T20 Séver townaments
will serve as talent-identification
competitions  shead  of  the
January auctian,

The iritiative = mmod st pro-
viding promising domeskic cnck-

Pamem |

Wenl W gtors with an opportumity to
uritil R impress. PSL franchises and
p—— 5 potentially progress  towards

Domestic Pathway national solection.
tha 2 Franchiue ncisging PCE chairman Mohsin Nagwi
eapressed oplimsm sbout the
tha upcoming edition, descrbing it

as the |mague's most ambitious
1BASON

'P5L is Pakistan cricket's
biggest stage, and Season 12 wall
be its most ambitious yot. PSL 11
erided befare 3 rocord crowd,

gter did  not T and we are building on that
participata  in ' 4 + Key Quotes e momantum by taking the leagua
aithar FSL 10 :;'; ta mora cities than ever bofore,”
or PSL 11 wty " 1 Bas EL . Maagwvi said.
The ped Most ambitious Taking league The  Foidvi e
son  offers :H'E-t closer to fans® fnaiised and are  partially
tranchises an pohsin Hao Ekman Byssar announcing today gives every

stakehalder, fram frarchimes and
players 10 caommercial partners
and broadcasiers, tha certainky
ta plan at the highest bevol With
the foundaticors now in placa, wa
are jooking forsard to an exoi-
ing seasan,” he added

PSL chiaf executive Saiman
Maseer also kighlighted the
img-oriance of taking tha tourna-
merm o addibianal cibes, aliow-
g more cricket fans to capeni-
ence the compeotrtion. I8

Cummins Weighs
Axe After Innings
Thrashing
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bustralia will have some hard decisions to make
ower the weekend as they lick their wounds aftar a
bruising loss in the second Test against Sauth Adrica
and considar their line-up for the seres-deciding clash
nekt wenk

Dietest by Tan irnings and 31 runs in Ggebarha hos
left seversl players’ ploces in jeopardy and given tha
Tsalectors plenty to ponder before the third

Test starts in Capa Tewn an Tuesday,
Hustraliz are not known for making
kneerjark chargas aftar a dofoat, and cag-
tain Fat Cummins was circurmspact on tha
topic after the boss at 5t George's Park:
"It's abwenes that dolicate bafance,” ha
=xd of n Fpotentisl setch in personnal,

"Oo you feel like someone's just
about to twm the comer and they're
gaing to Toe aeay? Or does it ow feel
lilo the right tima for charga? 5o that's
what wil be spoken about in the noxt
Fei days.

“We'll probably have Cam Green
and Josh Inglis pailable for noxt week,
W'm: sure their namas w6 get thrown
around when we iry to work out an
cleven,” he tald reporters on TThursday.

The debats i= likely to incluca
IMamus Labuschagne, whao has scored 37
twice, 14 ard 3% in his four innings in the
two Tests in South Afrca this maonth. He
has not maoe o Test century snce scor-
mg 111 agairst Englard 2t Old Traffard
July 2023 *Tha harﬂc:l Tthing about opan-
ireg ar batting Ma. 3 is actually getting your-
self in. 5o he's actually daing tha hard bit. He's
Tgetting to thirties,” Cummins added REUTERS



