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FAZL UNDER FIRE
Naqvi: Party head
wanted KP
eovernorship

CM Maryam accuses Fazlur Rehman
of backing terrorism supporters

Without taking any names, Interior
Minister Mohsin Nagvi on Friday claimed
that the 'head of a party’ was "extremely
upset’ about not being appointed the
governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

“The head af & perty ic sutremoly upset over boing deniod a
ralg in tha now setep in BF and rat getting tho governorship,”
Mg afieged white' speaiing to joumalists n Labane,

Ha wac seemirgly rafering to Jamist Ulama-i-islameFazl (JU
F) chiet Maulana Fasler Rebman, who haz besn critical of the
fedicmal govamment over the mposition of gavernar’s nule in BF

This politcian, Wagyi said, had
remained “dependent on the
s Eztabdizhmant for decades ta
ﬂlf' scvance hiz palitical
carear”
“ineso &a® the sama
pol iticars who rernained i
politcs. for decades with
the support - of the
1 establ shment,  ard this
M politician pven relied on
the | establishment 1o
amange air tckets for tha
rmembers of his perty, " ba
turthier aliaged

He =tid sudh poditicans
had Izl jJ:-'.iﬁ-ati-:n"ar
criticming athors

moo oW,

particulady aker having benebsied from the same system they
ourmenty gencunced,

*Palitical differences are part of poditics. But msicad of uzing
inappropriate languege and making allegatons,; politcal leadars
should apeek on the besis of ergomeniz and fects,” the miniszer
zaid.

Separately, Punjab Chief Minisier Margarm . Mewaz feyed
Fazhur Rohman for what she described =3 his suppart for thpes
oacking termonsm, saying she had not expected such a stanop
from & serior politicean who hed HimeEe® boen a wictim of
tarmorism,

In & stetement an X, the chel mnster s3id ore wawrd nes
oupact & serdor pol itcian | ike Mauisna Farur Retiman, who has
himsalf boon & victim of termarism, to support those who back
tarmnsm. Instesd of holding accountabio those nesponsioia for
the run of Knyber FPakhfunkbwa thmugh incompetence,
ineptitude, and cornuction, spesking in their faor s doopdy
negrediable, she added.

Sheo maid, those in whoso suppart statements are being 1ssued
should be ssked: In thiteen yeoars, did they even stiend the
funeral of a Sngie maryr? On the consrary, shoy poovided sheler
to temrodsts, nurtured them, end supplied them with resounces,
zafo havans, and fard from their oan prowirce 1o leunch attacks on
Faltistar,

The CM =aid, thess are the same people who piled up heaps
of incompetencs in Khyber Fekhiunkmea, destrayed the [ves of
its’ paopie, and afflered them up to temoazm. The peowince’s
PreCious resouroes wene sgdandered an si-ins and peotests, and
thirfeen valuable year wone 3acriticad to corroption and
ineptitude.

Ehe s=ic, the officors and soldien of the Pakistan demy am aven
today taking bullets to the chest to eradicate the cancor of tlemarsm,
Every day, some mother's pisce of | ver, some sistor's brother;, ard
some woman's husband mtums home wrapped in the groen
cresoent flag. Rather than saluting the blood of these martym ard
standing weth your army, siging with those who oosiruct the path o
eliminating seronsm & umworthy of you,” she addad

“four party has iteff endured the waunds of termorizm; your
companiond  hawve “atiained martyrdom. And those inwhose
support you stand iogay ane the same ones who, untE yesiomday,
used the most indecent ‘=nguage agairst you and lsunched
personal asiacks. For the wictims of termrsm to stand with those
who back tecrorism. is; st the very  least, boyond my
cameeehension,” O Manam said.

She z3id, in Khyber Pakhivndrwa, no one bl PTI #zed iz
resporsibde far the end of its own gowemment

The crticsm comes atber Fazl sammed the impeostion of an
emamgency in the amas of FATA and agreoments with tha Unied
Statos, swying the measwes am bo seie mineral esorwes and
open the country's resources 1o American investment.

Addressing a8 conference, Medana Fazlur Eehman aaid
imposing an emorgenoy in the arcas of FATA wes tantsmodnt to
1ezing its mineral resonos.

B sad the matier was net limisg o mneral resources,
sading that agrecmenis with the Urded States were being used
in an attampt 10 establish Amedcan conircl over Pakistani
recources and pave the way for irsestment.

Ha said that if thew recoived & fow coirs in motum for theso
mieasures, the rulers wore prepanng to pay tho price. Msulanns
Faziur Rehman wamed that' they wawld no longar accepl such
ool itics, aoding that China and Sussia also hsad reservations abaus
those mipasiures. He alio criticized bringing farsign elements inta
the megion and said no compromise wolld be acoopted an tha
mounlty's resources and national intonestz. N EBAS DEK
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Frime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday reaffirmad
Pakistan's support for
Saudi Arabia in
safequarding its
‘soveraignty, securty
and territorial
integrity’ amid a
recent escalation in
Haouthi attacks.

According  to.c &  sHatemend
1s3ued oy the Prme Minester's Céfice
(PP, the pramier mads the
remarks dunng & moobng with
rewly apoointed Sauwd Ambassacor
Or Rajegh Tam  Albogamy. He
welcomed the snway to Pakistan
and cangrstulaied him on assuming
Fis rrw resoorabd ibes

Ambessadar il bugsmy,
assumed %3 diplomatic
resporsibilitier in klvmabad an
Thursday, reaffimming the
commament b3 sirangthanng the
sirasegic and fraternal ties tebeeen
the two colntnies

Turing  the meeting, PM
Shiehibaz saed PalistsreSaodi frabes
relatians  had made  signdficent
pragres in recant  yoars  snd
roathimmed Eamabad's commitment h
L sirangthening oilwtaral
cooperatian amoss waTious Sartors.

He “strangly condemned” e recert
estalstion i Howshi attacks against Saudi
Arakin, which had resulted in deathe ard
irunos, mduding  among  Pakiztani
ratianas, the statoment maid

The. prme minisiar-alio sad tha two
sountnes had ahways siood by asch othar,
adding that tha Strateqic Mutusl Deforco
dgrecmant and the Makkah Jort Doforce
Adimnce maked “hotonc milestores” in
sheir longstarding tratornal relations and

reflecied thal shared commitment to
regaonal peace and sacuriy.

Pl Shetber alsa thanked tho Saud
ke=dershp for its langstanding ecomamic
and #rencial support 1o Pakistan and
mzmwred the ambezsader of Palustan's ful
seppart end coocoorateon in further
sirongthening blateral ties

Ameaszador - Alougamy alzo met
Deputy Prme Minister and  Faregn
Mrester |sheq Dar, whdre the . [atbe:
underspored longstandg fratormal and

CM Sindh seeks
Shanghai expertise
for smart Karachi

Sindh partners with Huawei to build
Pakistan's first Al-powered digital province

L

Tt

Sindh Chaet Minser Syed Murad Al
Shah on Friday disoussed stronger city-bo-
cty ccoperation with Shangnas Mayor
Zhu Znorgming, propoding A SEioecty
relationship  botwoen  Kamchi  and
Shangha and secking Chirese axpartise
in smart-city - plannirg, urcan
aovelopment end digital govermanca.

During his maating with ®he Shanghs
mayaor, the Chict Minister said Kamdéand
Shanghs, as major commercial and port
cities, coud berefit from greater
coopearation inUurban planning, trarcport,
tevhrisbogy, | infrastructuns - development
anid irvestment.

He pmposed estaklEhing & omma

ssiondby parneship betweon  Karachi
ard Sharghai to provide a frameweork for
e lar exchanges botwoan the two cifies
and cooperation 0 smeas ol mutual
rranest

W Ehsh highlighted major wurban
dewnlapmant iritateas being pursued in
Lerachi, induding T Karachi - Cinculsr
Faitway ard tho  dewslopment of
tpchincioay and F-neisted minsinickane.

He imvbad Shanghss to chane its
eEpanicnce i ntegraied wban planeng,
public trargport, digial servicoz and
snart-city menagement with Karachi.

B Centinued on Fage T
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PM Shehbaz vows full
support for Saudi Arabia

Strongly condemning the Houthi attacks, Premier Shehbaz thanked the Saudi leadership for
its continued economic and financial support to Pakistan; Saudi-led coalition says it
intercepted missiles and drones over Riyad h and other areas

sirategic tics between lslamabad and
Rigadh, scoomdng 4o the Fomign Cfhce
(FCH.

He also reafirmed Fakistan and
Sawdk Aronia’s " shared commitment
ko further strengthen  hilatoral
cooperaticn for mutual pregress and
prosperty”

ima PO acdad that the now Saod|
erwoy conwayed greetings fram  tha
kmgoom 'z leadar=hip to Fakestan, with Dar
recprocating. and comveying ks bast

Don’t mes

wishas to Saudl &ing Salman bin
sboulazr &l Saod, Lrown Fricce
Mohammed bin Salman and other
Sauni leaders

The meetng comos  amed
Feagitenied termions - tha. Wisdalle
fost, On Wodheadsy,  Yomen's
Fauthi rebake said they hac targabed
faplitias belongrng 1o sl
Aramen,  efter  Saudi affaciale
raported @ sirke onoa bulding in
#ymdh housing the erergy glant's
aperatans conire

Moarmbile,  the Saudided
coad ition sarE an Friday that i3
interceptod massiler snd oronas
ower Riyadh and other ameas.

“¥¥e intercepted and dasirayea
three dores in the southem area
ard Kiyadh ... and bao  cruise
misalosover the Rec Son,” coaldan
=spoxosman urki al-Maiiki weote on
X

Ho ndded that in the pasi
Faurs, we indercocted  ara
destroped a balistic missila gwer
Yanbw”, a aty home ta the terminus
ol a major ol pigeling on the Red
3ea coast

Mormaver, & Heoauthi
commander vwas kiled n dashes
with Yemoni gowemment  forcos
neas  Mount® Han in the
southwestarn city . of Taiz, a
Yernori affical said an Friday,

Fayyad a-MNomen, a Yomeni
meedis spokesman, saks on U socal
miadis pltform ¥ that Abdulahman
Mohemmed Sufyan Wik al-Din,
also krown az Abi al-Xarrar was
kifled by government trooos noor
‘eunt Han.

Alhioman Hontfied the Fain Houthi
commander &= a brigader peneral and
director of Ohi &-5al in the lbb prosencs.

He did not speafy when the inoders
accured ar prossde further detssls on the
circumstanoas of the kifing.

Thene was no immedabe commaent
Iroem the Houths.

Taiz has rmmained a maar font line in
Yeman's confl ict, with gowernment forces
ard the Houth=z ergaged In repeated
tlashos amourd tho by, N2 b

s with us:

Pakistan’s blunt

warning

Pakistan on  Friday  strongly
rejocied Indian  Defonce  Mirister
Rajiath  Singh's provocative romarks,
dascribing them as a reflaction of
Mew Deshi's “hegemanic
mindset” that jposed risks to
regioral peace and stanil iky.

#ogresoing & weekly
press trisfing, Fomign Office
spoesporson Sajjad Haider
Khan reaffimmed Pakistan's
readiness 1o defend
tarrtomal integrity and
sovereigntiy,
waming that any
aggressian
wouid b met
with a forceful

L

to India

came aftar Rajnath Singh said any
"future bemonist attack ariginating fom
Fakiztan® 'waould dmw a8 stronger
mesporse fram india

Pakiztan ard Indis went boowar
in May bt year after india
laurched an unprovosed atksck
an Fakistan foliowing the attack
on -bourists in Inchan  llegally
Oocupied Jammu and  Kasnmir
ICUK].
Mew Delki claimed that
the terroristz who
killed 26
taurists in
B Y i S T e
Pahalgam
W a T a

nIporse. ah) Fakistanis = a
He saig i@ charge that
that fha L Izlamabad
Imdian | has denied
defence 3 and has
ministec's . E also asked
remarks |r_;_:_- India to
eniailad ;,‘-_'-.: partaka in
a thrmat LM A moutral
o -":HE
Indian

aggEsion aganss Pakistan and urged
Mew  Dalhi o abarndan dargerous
rhedoec

"Such mckioss statements refent
India’s hegemonistic mindset and the
rek it posos o tegional peaco and
stebility & South Ada”  the
LpoREspemson said

The PO spokesparson's rermanks

invastigation. India lofowed the
bmspdess  acoieatiars  with  cnleatl
missie strkes reide Pesdsian, which
resulted 0 the masyrdom of saweral
civilizns ard securdy persormel Padsian
respondod by dowming ocight Indisn
figiber jets, including throe Rafales.
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Expressing deep concern over
the deteriorating situation in
Gaza, Pakistan has called for a
definitive end to the lsraeli
occupation, stressing that
global efforts must converge
on an irreversible timeline to
establish an independent,
viable Palestinian state based
on pre-1967 borders with East
Jerusalem as its capital.

*io long &s the ccoupation contiTuez
and tha Palestinian pecple's logitimate
yeaming  for  self-detemmination  goos
unfufilled, l=sting peace in the Middle East
wii| romain out of reach,” the fcting
Pemanent Represontatve of Fakistan to the
Uirred Matons, Ambassador Usmian Jadoon,
told the UM Securidy Councl which met o
dizcuss the situation n thie Midd le Exsi, "Wa
stand tirmly and unwaweringly with the
Falestinian pecphe, he daclzred.

Moting that durirg Goncral fssambly
High-Lewval Week, corsiderable attertion was
devoded 14 the Falestinian question, the
Pakistari envoy said that across the varicus
meatings = and  stetements, & doar
conyergence. omerged:. the  two-State
sciution ramairg the mtemationally agreed
framawork and the indspensable faundstion
for just and lasting peacs:

"This intermational commitment o the
two-5tate solution must ba accomparaed by
conorete measires o preserve the terribonal
integrity and wiability- of the State of
Faleafine."

®psalutsan 2803, the Comprenarsyve Flan 1o
End the Gaza Corfiict and the Mew Yark
Declaration prowvide  mutually. - mesnborcing
framewarks for advancing this obiective, he =aid

“Yat,* Ambaszsdar lsdoan =aid, “thic
consensds iz being undemmined by |zeelh
del iberate attempls 1o creale ireversible facis
on the gound,” pointing out that In tha
ocoupiad Wast Bank, including East Jensalem,
sdttlemant exporaion, particefacly the £1

project, threaters  to sever Palastinian
territarial contiguaity.

“Spttler winlence, demolitions, lend
soires. and  forced  displacement  sre

entrenching annesation and diemantling the

Pakistan demands
end to Israeli
occupation

foundations of peece.

Al sottiomant actwities must coase |
acocosdeance with resolulran 2334;  settler
violence miust b halted! snd accountability
oraured: We stongly condemn  the
reovacstie ard illegal incursions into Al-bgsa
Mozsquedbl-Haram &l-Sharif and  demand
rezpect for the historical snd legal status gua

of the haly s2ps,” Ambassador Jadoon added, |

In Geza, he ==id, continued violetions of
tha coazefire, wanton killing of the Palestnian

rapalation and restrictions an humaniteris |

access cantinueg, with the appeoadhing winter
threatens bo deepan the crsi.

The ceasefine, he added, must bo fuly
uphald, humanitarian assstance oal mened
unhindered and &t =cale; and recowery - and
recans bruction advanced without calay.

UNRWAS indispensable wore. musl. ba
supponied. We meject forced displacoment and
any aliempt o fRgment Gaza and: the West
Eark, including  East Jenisslem, which
tanstiuie 8 singhe ievritonal unit, the Pakistanl
orvoy said.  "Withhe'd Falestinian revenues

mint be relessed to oreble the Palestnian |

Surthiarity to buHfill its responsibit iies.

Faivstan, he ==id. ctrongly condemrs the
cantinuod Houthi attaces agsinst Saudi Amabia,
including itz cwiian  and  ecanomic
nfrastructure.

"Thesz altacks musi coase immedizdely W
reiterate our unwawaring support for the
secunty, ovancignty and termiona integrity of

the brashery Kingdom, and reaffom it right b |
self-defonse under intornational law agsinst |

mmy extemial attacks.”

Faistsn, the ambassador said, supparts
tha UM Specal Ervoys offors towards the
resumpton of dialogee for o comprehersive
and |asting poace in fomen MEATDEE

Shazia criticises

Paistan Peopies Farty [PFF] cetral spoacaperson Shaze Marn
expressed sermaus concem o oies the deseriorating secusty situaban
in Khyber Pakhiunkhwa [KF), dcosing the Fakistan Tohroek-olnsal
{FTIed provincial gowemment of fading %o efeclively addres
terrorizm and fulfil izs besik resporsibZities foweards the poople.

dddressing & press confesenco along with Senatos
duratulain Marm, MMNA Sardar Fateho!lsh Khan Miankhel
ard PPF leador Akhunzada Chattan af Pasdiament Howse

on Friday, she zaid that mnocenl poople

targeted ‘in- ternosisi attacks across ihe prowince

during their gavernmen? there.

She =aid that Pakistan had been fighting
ard had achioved
zignilicant successen and renderad zovers|
zacrilices.. Howewer, she regreticd that the

terrorizm  lar decadas

TECunty situation in Khyter Padhtunkhws had

Court acquits
Anmol Pinky
due to lack of

evidence

& Karachi court on Friday approved the
ploa of Anmol, ol i Pinky, in o narcolics case.

The court acquitted her due to a lack of ewmdenca
and ordered her immeadiate release, providod sheis not

wanded in ary other caso

This case was originally registered at the Countor-

Tarrorizm Depariment ST police siation
Prior to this decizian, she had

faur other cases

In August, an Additional District and Sessions Court
{S-outh) im Karachi acquitted the alloged drug dealzrin
three separate drug-related cases registered et the
her acquettsl pleas:

fccording to defonce counsel, those cases were
'rugi:-tcr\ad against &nmol m 2020, 2021, and 03T,
and she h!dgpminu:dy baoen declared a absconder
in all three. The lawyer infformed the couwrd that twa

Gizr Polico Station after approvi

cao-accused, Ali and Fahmida,

ncguitted im 2024

wWaro

The defence arF.lr.-d that Armmod was

zalely on the basis of statemants alleged [y ma

co-mcouned. Since those co-sccused were clearsd, the
prasecution could no longer secure a conviction against
&nmol. The court observed that the prosecution faded

to present sufficient evidence agairst the
before granting her ncquittal. we

ready beon acquitted in

were being

governmeant  warehouses

acquittal
# zubstantial

m 2018, | Dopartment

The stockpilo eponed by
inchudes wheat that has bean .
siored for four years, with a

already | sanificant portion said to be
damaged and | unusabie:

icated | Migscciation chaimmen Malik 3
ebytha. | Igbal said a lange portion of B}

the govermmcnt-heid wheat
waz dsmagoed Ha cafled
far tha =pailed grin to be
soparaboed fom the usable |
sicck, adding. that tour

accusad

KP government

continued Lo delarioraie due to lack of gowemance and athar
lapses by prosincial gowermment
Shazia Marri guestioned what concrele measures ihe
Faicstan Tohreck-p-lnzat (FTlkied provincial govemmant
hed taken ouring -its years m power.to gliminale berrarism
=nd snsure the safoty of citzons. She said the people of
the province had suffered immensely, witk  childran,
women and entire familics bearing ihe consoquences of
victance, partcularly i the tribal disirict= Criticizing the
pravincist leadership’s political  activities. and visits b
aothar provinces, she sad the chiaf minister's foremoot
respansibil ity was to protact the lives and property
of peaple in his own provines. Shazie Mami seid
that education, healthcare and cowslopmant
WETD
prosincial govarnment. MBS DESE

fundamantal responsibdities of a

Flour millers refuse to
lift ‘rotten” wheat from
l.andhi warehouses

Milliorz of maunds of wheat stared in
n . Karachi'
Lardhi area heue meportedly deforaoratea
erd become wnfit for buman consamption,
prompbrg flour millers o ehise to Lift the
grain refeased by the Sindh goswermment.
antity of  wheat
purchased with publ 'r:cE:n:h hee rmported iy
rotted and tumed Dlack during storage at
waanchoumes cparaied by the Sindh Fooo
in Landhi. The mporied
damage 1o the govwemment's wheat Socks
ke raized  concarns about substantial
friancal losses o e nationsl cxcheguar,

milers would cormider |#ing the whoat
that remained F far consamption,

The amsccistion hez wamed that the
wheal shortage cowd intersify in tha
comirg months, ra g concems apout the
avalabil ity and oozt of flour. Sindh negunes
appresimataly one million matac tonres of
winzat, and milers have expre=od concom
that supplios could ial thort despie the
paistence of gavemment stocle.

Tha Flour Mills Az=ociation has writhon
te the prime ménisier, She president and tha

authorities 1o allow wheat mparts amid

as wheat purchiased at 2 oot of bllicrs of  concarns ower  reduced domastic
rupocs hes afleged ly beonallowed togo'la .  pmduction  and  the condition - of
waste instead of being oold mrd  gowemment  nesenes. Malik  fabal
distributed. described the gowernment's official wheat

price of Rs12500 per maund =
crioaraging. Howewver, he sireszed
¥ that damaged siodes must be
scparsied from wmable grain belons
mdorn  coud comnsider
purchasng the remaining

sz axoressed support for a
L row wihieat pal icy, saying @
ooaid he'p curb comuptan

govomment subsides. W
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Memon announces
plan to expand
jobs, internships

The Sindh government has decided to increase
internship and employment opportunities for students,
fresh graduates, and individuals at the early stages of
their careers.

Sindh Semior Mmister and Provincal Minister for Infarmation, Transpart and
Bass Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon hes said that the Sindh Gowarmmant o
contacting more than 100 companias with tha im of incrassing internship and
gmployment oppartunities.

in a statement, Senior Minstor Sharee| nam Memon said that theough
iork4Sind h, alignment & being established betweoen the skills of young peopla
and merket requiramanits. So far, more than 5.19 million people heve visitod this
digital platfarm, 138,547 candidates are registerad, while 721 componies are
present on tha plathorm. He s=id that so far, 31,270 job
opportunitics hava been posted throwgh the digital
platform, 24,765 jobs ore active, and 473 339
spplications have beoan submitted by candidatas. The
platform & creating new opportunities for interaction
batween young people and emplayars.

Sharjeal lnam Memon said that alongside
employment, the Sindh Governmant iz also
focusing on  enhancing  the  professional
capabil ites of :l"'“‘”"ﬂ peaople. Arccess to more than
1,800 intornationally recognized short training
courses has bean provided an iVWork4Sind h. He =aid
that =o far, 4,620 candidates have compatad thair
courses, while 5,789 candidatss pre undergoing
training in warious cowrses. & system is also
being. developed to automatically
mcorporate jobs from the public and
private zactars into the platform.

Sharjeal Inam Meamon statad that a
period of the next one and a half o
two months has been planned for
the initial preparation and impla-
mentation of tha project and
plans ara alo boing made
to introduce a facility for
daity alerts about new
jobs. nows dask

| First Lady Aseefa Bhutto

Mations Cevsliopment. Frogramme {UNDF]

¢ Eoonomic prestumes, nogualidy and de

| Ehahesd Mobtarma Benecir Bhutio, fizosfs

chief ‘minster of Sindh, umging 1he |

supplies. Tha mssociation |

‘,'.* ard meduce ‘the tuden of 1 AR,

Aseefa stresses
community-led
development

ing that their ergapement with families ard
cortinued afforts ko bodd inist sm e mpar
tant a3 varcing oolvery.

The first. lady abbo highiighted the con
tibution of $he Benazir Incoma Suppart
Programme in F'm""*:ii"% socid protechan
end hefpirg vuinerable famelies copewih
ecoramic hamiship.

iddresming cl mate-refated challenges,
she zaid Palistan's mouming foods ard
heatwerves had Demonstrated e mpar
tancn of community msilience. Sho cited
the devastating flood= of 2022 = a
remindar that recoveny reguines listening to
efecied populations and addw=ing thair
lorg-term needs.

Agogts Bibi acknowledged Chaimman
Heswal Bhutto Zamdan's offors o engege
with-affeched famid jes and raine Palistan's
case at tha mbemational fiewsd, highlighting
#e need for long-termm mcavery. beyona
emomency relict

She praised the Smdh People's
Housing for Flood Affectees (SFHF] ini-
tiative .85 dn example of climata-
resilient reconstruction, hedping flood.s
effected familics mebuild safer homes
andl livelihoods.

The fir=t lacy A sinessea the need
0 immest in young peope thmough
pdutation ad axperded opportue
nities, whike ermphaseing wamen's

nale @z community loagers, enie-

preneurs and agents of thange.
Highlightng the impor-
tanoe of intemational coopara-
tion, she said gowermments,
miemational ogansstions, ol
socioty and local comminities
must veork bogether o tackle
challenges =uch &= pavarty,
public health eman

Zardan has emphassed that
community engagement,
public trust and inclusive
leadership are essential for
sustainable development,
stressing that lasting solutions
must be shaped by the needs
and experiences of local
CoMmmunities,

ri an artice pundished oy the - Uit

Palistan, che highl ighted the growing chal-
lerges pased by climate change, conflics,

placement, ealiing for colloctive action and
stmnger parnemshios 1o sadress tham
Feflecting an the laopcy of har mother,

Bhutto Zamlad =aid pudlic service weas 2
responsibility soobed in Bisiening to poopée,
tndersianding  their concems. end
standing with thoose whose soices
often go unheard,

Creaing on- her cxpers
priozs  across . Fakistan, she
msid dpvelopment should be
mezgired  pat  mersly
trough polices and pro-
grammes bat by mpmove-
menis in pooph's: Eves,
incleding grester security
for families, better oppor
sunities for childen erd
stmnger communitios.

She undorsored the

goncies  and
rofe of frordire ol imate
aaish - weorken change.
in -Pakistan's REWE [

polio  oradi-
cation

Hashmi pays tribute to Liaquat Ali Khan on 75th death anniversary

Sind h Governor Syed Nehal
Hashmi visited the mausoleum of
Shaheed-a-Millat Khan Liaquat Ali
Khan, Pakistan's first Prirme
Minster, on his death anniversary.

Ha l=id & floral wreetk, offened Faseha and
ol fribuie o the services and sacrdices of
the founding leader. Govemeor Sindh asc
offered prayars for the alovation of hiz ranks
on behed of Prime Mirister Shebioez Shard,
fomer Prime Ministor Muhammad  Newar
Sharit and himzelf. He aloo recorded hi
remarks in the visitars' book.

Spozking 1o the media akar the wsg,
Govemor. Sndh Syed Mukammed Mehal
Hazhvmi- st2sed that ibe national services erd
secrifices of Shahoodhe-Millas Lisgquat Al

Kban would never be fogotien. He empha-
sized that Pakistan weas estadlished thmough
the extraordinany struggle, sacribces and
urwavering datarmination of the natons
farefazke=. The cauntry, he remaned, was
not adieved without immense hardship; e
leaders of the Pakistan Mowement mede
tremendous sacmifices far it creation.
Gowemoe Sind b added that hostile ele-
mnis had never wanted Pakistan io prosper,
but the sacrifwces ard dadication of the coure
try's imadershin helped lay the foundations of
the nation He notod that the final wonds

attrbuted to Zhabeoo-eeMillat fRgquet &F  the  mituation in Khyber
Ehan, “May &Fah proboct Pawstan,” comtne:.  Fadttunkhws and  the

ued 1o comwey & powerlul mes==ge to the broader national

nation, He mainsained that the people woukd . circumstances,

always mmember hic senvices and sacrifices. Gowernor Sindh

with-deep respoct
Gowemor Sndh Syed Muhammed Moha
Hashmni stressed that the nation's esponsbility

v now bz Ul the weion of it founding
leadars and take Pakistsn forward on the
path of dovelopmens, prosperity and
stability. He expressed confidonce

that the country's jowmey towards
progress would continue, noding
that the Pakistan Mu=l im League
vizs
Minister
Sharif was. leading the country,
and Muhammad MNawaz Sharif
was the party's lsader.

emiohazirod
naed bo prodect
cHies

in  govemment,  Frime
Midhammad Shehbes

Rezponding tooguestions abaut

iha

freer

destruction and disorder. He  questoned
whethar the sacrifices of Pakistan soldier
and ol sans should contirue without

danme with the Constitution and the L
sacing thet palitical harmony =nd national
unity worne essentie? bor the country’s pogress
=nd public prozperity.

In responee 1o n guestion sbout Karachit
eonomic shaation, Sovernor Sind b héghl ighted
the city's pvotal e in Fakstans soonormy. Ha
omphaszed that 2l miovant stsehoden mus
work together o strengthon sooromic gowth,
mairasin b and omder and socurs & batier utue
for the pocpie of Karadhs. Hie caled for colecine
efiorts and cooperetion ba move the: oy Aurther
alorg e patk of economic developmant On
tha oocmion, Special Assistard o the  Chiof
Miresser of Pusjab Rashid Nasniah also spoke
to the madia about Karadhis |ea-and-order it
untion and messups tEen n the pest Ho
refzmed o the infisthes Undortskan during far
mer Prime Minster Mubammad bawar Shanf
teriune i restone poace in Kamdy and acknowt
odged his rala in thoss ofiors. KEws e

an end and stressed that eliminats
ing berrorism was essential. He
called upan &l Pakistanis {0 urdte
and play their part in promoting
poaco, stabdity and national
oavelopment.

Commenting on the poiiical
wiuaticn, Gowemor Sindh Syad
Muhammead Nehal Hazhmi cbzeneod
that allisnces may ofm end chenoe
in & parifamcntery dernooracy, bat
nationa imierests, peaoe and
stabil ity musl  ehways
mmain tho foromost
pricrities.. He ursdiee-
coared tha  impar-
tance of resolving
maiiers in acoan
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Prime Minster's Adviser
on Paol itical Affairs Rana
Sanaullah has said the

government may

consider pegotiations

with Pakistan

Tehreak-e-Insaf (PTI) if

tha parly agrees to

play a constructive role

within constitutional

and |ega| parameaters.
Sposking on = private

telewizion -programma, Rans
Sznaullah said the cpposition's

duzing |mran Khar's tenwe as
prime minister, Ae had not even
contacted the opoosition aader
by telephane, whemes Prime
hinictor Shehoar Shasf shook
hands and wpoke with the
opposition leader: when  he
arrivied inthe Mational Assembly

Rana Sanaullab expressed
regrel over the detention of
Imran Ehan's sisters, saying the
gowvarnmant was also zaddened
by the situston. . However, he
said overyons know what they
had been =aying regarding the
lang march.

He alieged thet Imran Khan's
sisters had made statemants
aoout zlomming the Gowernor
Howse, ‘adding that thair
dztenison nad bacome

Tha prima. minizier's adviser
said the nature of statements
made by FTl's social madia
network was aizo well known. He
maintainad that if the party had
sgmeed to play its rode thmowugh
comsiitutional and leged moans,
there would have been no need
for an interim  arrengement
Howevar, e said the possibility
of reconsidering the matier
Temainea apen.

WWarning about the seounty
situation, Kama Sanaullan =aid
the country's sxistonce could be
threatened if terrorism was not
elimirated promptly ana the
nafion failed to anite agairst it
He stiresied that fedoral and
provincial governments. nosded
ta adopt & uni Do icy o
tacicle tarrorism affoctively,

Kana Sanadllah clasmen that
ndia was ro longer in & position
to. fight . Pakistan through
gonventional  warfars  and
alleged that it had ‘establ shed
beces in Alghenistan. He Farthar
alleqed that India was financing
lerrorist  activitiez in Fakistan,
sdding that the widar negion
whiowed Paiistan sz & sacurity
provider. inp

Punjal annouwncas

winter timings lar schoals:
Cowermment. schools across

Rana Sana says talks
with PTI possible if it
adopts legal approach

Cotolbar  §6, I025 under a
notification iswed by the Punjzb
Schoal Education Department

Tha revised schedule will
remain in gffect wrtil March 31,
2027, Chiaf Executive Oificars of
all districtz have been directad
btz ensurm that  schooi
implement the new trmings

Under the mevised schedale,
?:“mrﬂnn'l. schoals will operate

&:45am 1o 1:30pm, Mongay
through Thursday. On Fridays,
wchiools will coze earior m1
12:30pm, under the winler
timatable.

The departmeni has eisg
announced separate fimings for
govemment schools operating in
double shifts. The maming shifz
will run from B:45am ta 1:15pm,
Monday through Toursdey. The
apcond chift will opeorate from
1:30pm to 4:30pm or the =ame
oays,

On Fridays, the second shifs
will run from Zom to 4:30pm,
The Punjab Schoal Education
Dapartment has  issued am
official notification cutlining the
revized wintor school fimings.

Chiof emacutive oficers of

al districls nave been
inztructed to Brsung
implamentation of the new

scheduls - across  government
schools. The revised timirgs will

NATI®NAL

Pakistan., Russia seek
stronger academic,
cultural ties

Russian Education Attaché
Gleb Shubin h'lgh| ghfed yast
scope for Pak-Russia academic
and cultural cooperation,
saying partnership:. will boost
mutisal understanding and
friend by ties.

Speaking &t a  cerbificate
distributicn ceremony at Adlama igbal
Opan  University . {&F3LUT, - Fussizn
Cuftural and Education Attache Gleb
Shubin sard oducational cooperation
offers poaple of baoth countries
walualhle opportunities ta learn each
other's languages, cultures, acadamic
traditions and sacial values.

Ho notod that such exchanges not
anly enhanice acadomic leaming baut alsa
promate cultural harmony and people
to-poopta cantacts.

Congratulating the successful
participants of the Russizn language
course, Shubin expressed hope that
those  language initistives would
continue to play a wital role in
strengthening mutual understanding,
ecademic |inkages and long-standing
friendly relations between Pakistan
snd Russia.

Speaking on the occaseon, Dr. Zshid
Majeed, Director of  International
Codaboration and Exchange at &iCU
said tha unversity was  praviding
FEII:I"LEHI students with opportunibes to

al different countries

Oir. Zohid Majecd =aid that this was
the elovanth batch of the Russian
language course, adding that training
for the next batch would begin in
Movember and that the programme
would continue in the future.

He said the umiversity hosted
Tirkiya's- Yunus Emro instituta and tha
Japan-Pakistan Advancement Centra,

r:mdn students with opportunities 1o
r ish and Japarcse end explone
Ih-u r-aspncti'.le courtries” cultures

Or. Zahid Majeed further rewcaled
that tha wniversty planmad to establish
centres  for Chinese and  Garman
languages to broaden the =copa of
language education and strengthen its
intarnational acadamac |inks.

Prodessor Or. Anton Dolgowv and Dr.
Roman Porozov of Bumsia’s Ursl State
Fedepagical Lniversity alse shared their
cxpeniencas of teaching Russian n
Pakiztan.

Thay s=id leaming foreign languages
promated  direct communication,
cultural avwareness and mutual trost
amang people from different countries.

Under the |=zadership of Vice
Chancellor Frofessor Dr. Masic WMahmaaod
#llama lgbal Open University has baen
undertaking varous  initiatives ko
promaote  international academic
coflaboration, expand foreign language
education and erabls students o

enefit from educationnl oppeortunities
at the glocbal level.

The wniversity aims ta  provido
quality education while famil izrzing
students with different languages and

approach was causing harm 1o

the party tsel. He said that  the situstion:

recessary to mamian contol of

Punjab wil

aperating Fiues

foliow new winder

starting. 37, 2027w

remam applicabds until March

dooper L

Jearn ’mrmfn languages and gain =
erstanding of tha cultures,
oducationat tradiions and social values

cuftures and opening new avenues for
irternaticonal coooaration. KEAS DEsE

Dar reviews
arrangements
for next

SCO summit

Daputy Frima Minister and Foreign  Minstar
Senator Ishag Crar on Fridey chaired = followsup
meating to review preparations for the Shanghai
Cooperation Organmation's Council of Heads of State
Summit to be hosted by Pakistan here in 2027,

The meeting took stack of pragress

‘m‘nn the arrangaments for tha
F Summit and followed up on
decizares taken ot the previowus
meating. The deputy prma

minister ~ haghlightad
% # upcoming.  Summit  as  an
E ¥ important opportunity to deepen
' engagement with 500 mambar

'i' P ! states and mdvance sharad
| g rzgional priorities. He
= diracted that

preporations  ba
'J undartaken in A
coordinated and
timely manmer to
Snre fthe
emopih  comduct
of the Summit.
The meat-
ing was altended by Special Assistant to the Prima
Minister Tang Bajwa, Secrotary Defence, Chamman of
the Capital Dm'lnprn.-uni futharity and sarsar offidak
from releovant ministries. MEwe DL

Fine for minor

offence cannot

disquality for
police job: FCCP

Tha Federal Corstibutional Court of Pakestan (FCCR)
fias rulad that 8 Bs500 fre for 8 mirar offence mrnct
parmanently  disqualify ‘2 candidate from  police
recnuiimant, particulsdy when the cancedate has not
oanceeled him cominal reoard.

& tw-member bendh comprisng Chief Justice &mire
ud-Din Khar and JAstice Alj Bagar Mapfi dismizsed an
appe filed by the Khyber Pahiunitowa police chied,
uphcéding the Peshawar High Court's decision in fswour-of
Haréfull=n. in ik l.u'rll'l:n]Jdg-herLal.lH'.:-m-d I:|1I Justice &di
Bagar Majafi, the cout cbssreed that a 'minor offenca
zhould nos a'I:FD-:. & perzon's entine i#e. The nature of the
offerce, ‘punshmant and lhefibood of hoture criminal
morduct must be conside ool

Henilullah was Sred Ra500 ini 2018 atter admitting an
cfierce wrdes Sactions 285 and 284/ of the Pokistan Papal
Code in & case mgisiered st Talesh Podice Staton, Lower
Dir, relating to negligence inwctving fie ar ouplosive
uhHancEs

The court chaerved that the ofiance did not ta within
the category of sarous cfimes or offences irvohirg monal
turpitude. |t &= noted thet the record did ot establsh
Harifullah as 2 habitual oifender

The judgment emphasised that punshment must be
poportionate 1o the offence and that Article 10-4 of the
Constituton guamenices the righi o & fair trial and dus
process. |t hurther obssrved that a pemon should not ba
deprived of amploymant for e withaut being infomed
of fie logal conzsequences of admitting quilt.

The Feshawar High Court's Mingora Banch had
drected the asuthortes on Macch 15, 2023, o corsider
Haréfullah for appoinimeni as a corstsble. The FOC
diemnissed the pol e chiel's appes! i s judoment daied
May 5, 2006; NBNS DEK

1.87m Pakistanis went abroad
for jobs in three years, NA told

Around 1.871 mill ion
Pakistanis travelled abroad

far employmeant over the
past three years, the
Mational .b'-"u.s.semH_lr' Wwas
informed on Friday, as the
gowvernment outl ined plans
to expand technical
training and overseas job
opportunities.

Minsies of Stete for Cwerseez
Fakiztariz ard Human Resaurce
Deavelopment fwwn Saglin btold the
House during question hour that oyer
somm waorkors incioded  accourtards,
riEses, daia pngineers, advisers and
selevisian lechnicians. While demand
for muses nemained stong in Gulf
Cooperation Councd  coundrics, the
rumbar of erginoers going abmad
vexs melatheely low, porty bocause of
vEa-mstrictions in some destinationz
He == oworseas | employment
deponded ‘on the requrements aof
destrnation countries. which e
communicated throvgh Communty
Welias AHaches

Moz than 10 mifion Faosanis
living abmoad coparibuled sppraxi-
mately 340 ill ion annualy in remis
tancas, he =aid, capressing hope that
improwed sidllz iraining and emplay
mani opporunities would he'p mise
annual remadtances io’ B0 Delion
within two yoars. The gowemment
was- ctrangthening  technical =rd
voeationad educataon through TEVTA,
MANTTE and nfomation tedhno
institations” to prepere worocs
interrafional markats:

#ooreming llegal immigraton,
Saglain said authordies had. takan
actian against human traffickers and
agents; particalary in contral Funjsb.
The Feapml Investigation Agency and
Irterior Ministry had conducted aoper
Btiors and aresisd suspects. He ase
mofored to migmton-refaied cooper
ation egrecmeris with countries
incloding taiy

Tz minister said-a welhare medy
aresm: had bean 2siablished o pro-
wicke financial amsistance ta Patistanis
injured in accidents abroad.

E-Passpart:  Minstor  for
Parliamantary Alsrs Dr Targ Facal
Chaudhary  told  the Matorsl
Aazembly that the govermment aimed
to camplete, Pakistan's tramiton fo
choctronic passporis b bring immi-
gration sanvices in line with intama-
fioral standamds

He saig al passports oomenily
beirg imued in Pakision wene o-pass-
pors contsiring embaddied chips fo
strengthen secwnty and provent for-
gery. Modem madhinery had been
irsizllod 2t pesspor otfices and the
Dinectorate - Dorerel of Immigration
and FPaszports headguarers. in
Islanabad. Howewer, tha fransition
coufd izke tma becaume of the coun-
tni's oo papulsticn and the reed o

equip offices amos diffesnt iocations.
The minister said tho govemment
wis sxpanding pessport sereices o0

tisifictz ana tehsilHewsl  aneas
duppl ications ‘submitied by cvorseas
Pakistaniz through embassies and
consulates were gonerally formerded
to headquartars for issusnco

He added 1hat modam machinery
had noessed procemsing cmpacity,
wehile MADRA expartise in technola-
gy-based sprvices had atiracied inter-
est from other countries.

Workers Welfare Fund:
Minister of  Stade  Bwn Saglain
irdormed the Nationsl Aszembly that
the Wiarkor Weifars Fund had 251
regular emplayees, 12 employees on
deputation and B0 vacani posts,

He =aid all geputation appoint-
ments complied with presoribea ndes
arid had been scratirised by 8 commit-
toe. The fund's adminstmtve capen-
diture oves the past five yoams shood at

®s7533  million, ‘while operaticnal
epenatiuee iotalled R200 millian.
The minzter =ad 22 wehicles wane
being wsad by Grade-20 offcoms, with
& 50 per cent reduction imposed
undar the prime minister's austerity
E::::} He added that experdibuee had
turthar reduned diring the oue-
=t Srancial year
Sagisn nﬁﬁ: bo erranige & briaf-
g for lewmeors =t the WWF office
b clarify guestions  coacerming
staffing, sataries and expenditune.

PTW business plan:
Padismentary  Secrefary far
nfcemation © and  Ercadcasting

Sarrster Danya! Chaughry toio the
National Assembly that Pakistan

Telewision's busresz plan had been
submitted 1o fis board aftdr comple-
tion of the equired formsfities.

He cupnessed hope that the plan
would be appmowed withn the next
tewmanthz. The Finance Diizion hea
releamad. Aflocated funde of Re11.75
bifion and Rs13 biffon for tha
sespective rancal years, he said

Chaudhey said the gosemment
wanied {0 ensune | astinable pro-
gramming and mane eflsctue com-
murication of the staie’s message.

He added that effors we e undee-
way 10 brosgcast public sssnenes
sdvarlisements dudng prime time or
ather skats oflering madmum viewer-
ship, while making full use of aficcaed
artme. The minister ako =aid can-
cems aboud emiain islovision drama
content and practices hsd boon dis-
curmed oy the nelevant par iamertany
gtarding comimithos. kWS BEK

FCCP orders closure of NAB

inquiry against former DG

The Federal Constitutional Court of Pakistan has
aliowed an appeal filed by former Mational Accountabil ity
Bureais {MAB) Cirectar General Shehrad Salbem ard
odencd the ciosume of an inquiry ageinst him megarding

allogea illegal rocnuitment

& two-mombor bench comprising Justioe Hassan faher
Rizvi ammounced the shert amer During thehearing, oounzei

ackriowlocdged that the delwy in nitiating the nguiry was
atinbuiabie to the bursaw Howewer, e maintain
documentary . swidenco  was
irmeguiarities in the reonufiman? process. -bsboo Hasan

tnat

available  indicatng

bxhar Rimd oosemweal that the metter should hawe toen

examined when S Supreme Court ssued i omen
The - MAE prosecubor indemed the court that,

for Shehzad Ssipem angued Shat WAE hed initiated the inauiny
inta his appoiniment after & dolay of nine year, whie the
Suprome Cours had ameady decided the 'matter in an zarlier
judgment. Jtice Hazsan Azhar Rind guestioned why MAE
Fad remained inactie har 53 long, ooserdng that the inquing
bz the former NAE disecior oeneml appointment should
hewe been monducted pardier. The MAE prosacutar

compliamce with the Supreme Cour’s direchons, ihe
bureau hsd exsminied Shohesd Sakbems promoticrs. The
judge mmarked that @ MAB had beem lasked with
wtinizing his promotions; i should Ak have examined
the process of he initisl appoirdment Subcoquenily, the
court abowed Shetead Salkeem appeal and ordared the
Cosuro of tha inguiny agerst him, KEws besk

Nawaz vehicles
vandalised in
lL.ondon

Macked mon vardal izea vehicles belorging .o fomar
prme - mirster and Fagstan Muslim Leasgue-Newa:
presadont hlewaz Shadf it Londar, police szid.

fcoomding to police, the incident ioock place on
Saburday avening, and CETY fociage has beon obtained.
The foctage showed two men breaing the wahicles' side-
Ve mirmors. The SUSpOCEs WOTE WeaTiTg MAasks, manng i
difficult to idemtify them. Their identities and whonesbouts
remaired unkncesn st the ime n{m'p-urﬁr-g. The damasged
wehicles heve sinco Deen mepained, ond Newaz Shant
travedlad in the same vehicle ar Surday:

Lpon arfiving at Avenficld House, Mewaz Sharif
puprsssed sorraw over the =hoaol rool. cofapse in
Pieshawear. Hao said Margam Meawsaz was alreddy working on
is=ues conceming the poor condaicn of privese schools.
ficeed sbaut his hoalth, Mawaz Shadt replied that he was
daing wall, thanking Allsh. His physicier, D Adnan, was
a0 accompanying kim. e

Rawalpindi ATC
defers verdiet
againﬁl Aleema

b spocial Apt-Toronsm Caurt [ATC] in Rawalpng has
dafermed its verdict for the: fourth tme in & case registered
agairat &pema Knan and 10 othwor scoused i comnection
veth tha Movembar 26 protosts.

ATC Rewalpmndi dedpe fmjad &l Shesh conductad the
hearing today, whils Aleema Khan's coureel, Faisal Bl ik,
appramed ofone the court a'ongside his legal team. The
doforse coumsel urged the court 1o allow further
arqumohts in the oase. Howewer, the oour adjpurned the
hiaring withoul pronouncing its ressrved vendict

The werdics, which was schoduled 1o be armgurcea
Laday, will row be prorounced on Cotober 26, Acconding
k3 the prosacution, Aleema Khan i@ acorsed of plsaning
the Mowamber 24 protesi end allegedly comzpicng with
lmeman Khan durrsg & mesting at Adisls dsil on Mowomber
32, 2024, Eardier, Aleoma Khan wes oeoleined in Lahomg
afier the Cby's deputy commissione: odeed her 3sdey
datontian urder the Puriab Ysntenance of Puniic Cindes
MPO] Ordinarce. Folice fator confimmed that sha wes
maved ba Kot Lakhpet Jail.

The aetenton  came shesd of FTi's planned
Sepltember 2T counthywide pratesi and manch btoward
lsfsmabad, which the pady ctatad wes  simod et
gemanding Imran  Khan's meleass, The Nowember 24
potest case, swohing allegations of vaolence and an
alkeged ormmiracy, wes lodged at the Sadigabad Polics
Sation i Eawalpingi.. Dunng peovicus proceedings, the
presecution tgam chpIc-I:-:!d iz argumenits, after which
the court resowed itz werdict Aleerna Khar's Gawpsr,
Muhammad Faizal Malik, cojected o the pmoeedings;
oeacrning the hearing a3 anessided.

To date, the oossokamination of 1% proseoition
wilnesses has been completed, snd. the court has heand

wanous mismeliarcols appl ications filed
an behatf of Alpema Khan, The cee
stems from the Nowembar 256
A128  prosest  organized by
Pakistan Tehroek-a-lrsaf [PTI,
duriry whick thowsandd ot
pariy Supporiters  marchod
toward lslamabad | despite
restictions on public
gatherngs. Ensuirg clashes
between  protesiers and
security. forcos led 1o
violence in saveral
paris-of tha capial,
incuding the Ked
Zone, before FT1
gveniuvally
callad o8 itz
pamed it
N




‘Goyi has 'cradible evidenoo® thal
P71 was In towch with TTF

Ban-Gvir's rhetoric
reveals the depth
of this political
culture, He apeaks
of Palestinians not
as a peopls with
rights but as a
demographic threat
to ba controlled
and containad, In
this worldview,
solidarity itself

beacomes criminal,

:

Punjab cannot
keep delaying
local elections

The Election Commission of Pakistan JECF) has
rightly rejectad the Funjst gowemment's proposal
to'postoone local government efecions untl Aol
27, The decision B important foir & peavinioe whane
electad |ocal bodies smeemontial far sddmessing
pubfiz probiems-and improving service del ivery. The
provincial govestment has died wintar, fog, smog
and the oxpacted start of Ramazen as reesors for
soekng 4 dedzy. These Contems desant conside s
tion, but they shoud mot become grounds for
repeatedily pushing efections into #he fubure. Tho
ECF had already discumsad 2 postible sfection tme-
frame with: the provindal govenmens, and #s pro-
possd Decembor scheduls showed that prepar-
tions were moving forward, The gowemment's
request- for elections in three phases in Apnl aises a
bsic question: why should citzens have to wait says
eral more months 1o slect their focal reprosenta-
thes? Weathar corditians can create geruine diffe
culties; but election suthorities moutirely hava 1o
plan amound adminstrative and logiztical challerges.
The. answer should be bettor preparstion, rot s
indafirite search for the most oarvenent tme:

Lowal gosemnmisnts ane not-a secondsny part of
damocracy. They pravide a direct |ink between cit=
s and: the state. allowing communitios to raise
Emugs. imeclving  sanitaton, water supply, moads,
=ireat | ighting and othor eszontial services. Withous
plected local ropresemiatives, - these matters - risk
remainig dependent on pravincia! officas and
politizal priarities st far from the communities con
coirred. Deloyng ekactons aiso weskens acoounts.
bility, &= citzens loss an imporiant opoorbunity 1o
judge local leadership through the bellot bow: The
ECFs direction to prepame the election scheduls
without deley & thensfore 2 necessary sop towerds
nestoring - demacratic ropresentation at the grass
rocts level. The Funjab govemment should coopes
ato fully, submit the reguined stz of elaction officars
and heip the  commitsion compeie  propamtions
within the agreed legal framework. |f partiouder amas
face =ericl westherrplated rizks, the suthorities
should develop suitable confingency plans rather
than  postpono elections. acmss the provinoe.. Tha
corm¥mitsan, Sor is jpart, must comeunicate | the
wchodufo - cleary and ensure tha? all candidsles
recefe a far oppariunily io peeticipate.

Hurnanitarianism is
racast as terrarksm,
Intarnational law
becomeas an
inconvaniance. The
flatilla activists
wara therefora
dangerous not
bacause they
carried weapons
but because thay
carried testimeny.

Yakistan and Malaysia
musi
deepen defenee ties

Pakistzn and Maleysia have matfirmed iheir comme-
mient to'dioser defenoe and soolmty cooperaton folowing
the conchusion of Esxprcise Hermeu MarhordV st the
Matianal Counter Tarronsm Centre 1 Pabbi, MNowshora
The fwo-wook exordis: brought together the armed
farces of both counsries to eschange counter-teemorism
cupertse, improve tactical =kilk and beam from pach
oithior's operations axpesienoe. The axercise i 4 walmme
s3op, but ity value should not be measured only oy the
succosshil completion of mil itany orilk. S0 a regon IEl:i'.-g
changing security throeds, cooperation between friand y
counties can helo imorowve preparedness, strengtharn pro-
hemzional ties and build trazt. Fokistan has considerable
caperionca in counter-tarmorsm operstions, while cooper-
ation with- Malaysia offers opportunitios to exchargo
knowdedge and impeowe  responses t0 shared seoUnty
challenges. The exercise abo refiocks & wider mefetionshin
that has developed ower decades. The bwo couritries have
mairtzined diclomatic relatians since 1957, and their part-
nership row extencs beyond defence 1o frada, invesis
ment ard ather fields: However, lxsting security coopera-
tian requines reguiar cngagoment, Cear objectives and
practical folowup. Joint exercizes should tharofom form
part af a continling process of trining, mfometior-shar
ing and institutonal coongination. Both countries mist
ako mnsune thei thedr cooporation remains foosed on
poaca, sizbil ity ard the protection of theér citizens,

The meating provides anothar opporurdty 1o tum ths
parirershin mts meaningtul pregess. The two. sidos
revicwod dovelapments snoo’ their pravious meeting in
2025 and discussed vays 1o strengthen bilaiemnl deferce
relations. Such negular comsultations  are - important
becane mil itary cooperation carnot depand on ooca-
sonal exorcizes or high-leve visits alone. It needs oue:
tained planrirg and a clear understarding of each coun-
try's meeds and bil#ies At the same ima, Pakstan
end Melaysia showld awsid allowing their elationthp o
remair limited §o official ststoments and fomal mestings
Dwferice fies can be ctrengthaned through continued
training, professional pocharges and cooperation in amcas
whenes both countries can benef®  Economic relations
dotsznee Smilst attention. The Malsysis-Faistan Closer
Economic Parrsishio Agroement, signed in 2007, pro-
vides & frameweek for trads ard irvestmernt, whils eerlier
commitments  have . created opportunities for further
cooparation. 3tnanger economic firms oan give the broad-
er relatonshio gneatardepth and resil izrce:

Long before the
flotilla sctivists
were detained and
brutalized, Ban-
Gvir directed his
fury toward one of
the most
impartant
Faleatimian
palitical prisoners
of the modern era:
Marwan Barghout
tborn 1959],

The arc of the physical universe
bends towards heat-Part-1V

Representing the onargy companies,
lawyer Kanmon Shanmugam- cescribed
Eoulder’s claims as an *unprecedarnited oo
{0 use state law o regelate giobal condact.”
The Constibution, he said, bars the appiica-
tian of state b to " cortsin rherenty fedes
al ameas,” mnd the Supreme. Court hes long
neid that Sederal law gowema interstate-pot
ltion clams Moreaver, he soded, & state
cannat regulate out-of
state conduct “besed
solely om  atienuated
effocts" thas it might
nave within the state.

Chigf Justico  Join
Eobartz appearsd cheoti-
cal, however. He suggass:
od bo both Shenmugam
and Sarsh Hamis, the prine
cpal deputy LS solicior
general who amgued an
bebatf of the Trumo
administration in suppart
of fhe energy ompanies,
that it was rot uncomman
for lmesmuils $o b besed
on ponduct that ocous
outside A& state put hes

&

Wezd lebury College

Miap-at which paint it couid coincide with tha
oihor emoging wawes | desoribed above. Since
Samual Alita owrs o much ail shock that be
had fo recusa himse®, just ane of the canser-
vatives needs to defect, and given procedent
wau're allowed 1o =ue for damages, essendiaky-
that's not impossicle. 115 happens, it preserves
important pressure on Big Of, and wosen
thair pol icat position, even s their protactor,

BILL MCKIBBEN

Bill McKibban = the Schumann
Cistinguished Schalar at

mament, a5 much af & hopehs traeciony a5 |
can fairy pozit It's of course infomed by my
porsonal experiances, eapocally watching witn
oroat jl:-'_,r 25 younger oodleagues corne 1o-the
tone of important efiors at change. | wroie lest
woak about Phil Aroneary, one of the then-cok
lege-studonts with whom | co-founded
d=llorg, who = now leading a campaign 1o
dhieck &% ane of the others, Jon Wamow, has
ar organization af ks own, Hurmens in Cordml,
which iz planning & natonwice teachrin tor
Mouembor 14,

Mearavhile, » thind of those pansering o i
mate champs, Jamie Herm, B the guest this
woek on the podcest I've been helping the
wonderful Or. fogana Johrson with icheck it out
herel, not ta mention eading the efioris for
nect sxmmers Sun Cey And May Boswe, who
maro than snpone hesd 3300 together a3 its
paccutive direcior, has B supero podcast of hor
o, this weor featunng an intervow with Leah
Omonberg, one helf of the Tepring tmam
behind  Indwisibie, peviewng the next Mo
Kings Day which comaes up on Crotobor 17,

| take no crodd for the power af these
leadams, but | 0o take groat atisfaction in hee
ing knowm thern when

Bz Boowe said at e end of hor interiow

Mr. Trump, mars o fada
Bt aven if Bag Sl winzin the
coerupt Amencan judidary,
Jeft Goodel| ergues thet so-
pnoe's newiound ability 1o
aitnbete cl imate camage to
caroon emizsions jand thosa
carcan emiss=ons bo particu
|ar companies] mears judg
mant is coming:

MWoro broadly, climate
accounsability extonds far
beyond  the meach of
Congress o the  Supreme
Court. Hecont opinions in
Gemany and tha
Imterrztianal Court of Justice
hoe erndarsed the  bacic
logal prncipie Shat entitios

broad "efacis,” induding
within the stabe, He asked

that coniriouie o climate
change owe: something to

with Oreanberg, “this = mot the momer: 1o
tye & break, not before the midderm= " She's
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The theater of

Gaza Global Sumud Flotilla
activists arrived in Turkey in horrific
condition aftar szevera beatings in
Israeli custody. Photo: State of
Palestina

The treatment of the fkotilla
activists by Israel’'s Matiorad Secunty
Minister ltamar Ben-Gvir was shocking
only to those wha continue to clothe
colonial vislence in the soft language
of security. Thare iz now & mountai of
evidenca before humanity: Gara has
bacomo mot merely 8 place undor
siege but a geoography of calculated
daspair, whers starvation and boam-
bardment have beeon conwverted into
instruments of palitical managament
The activists aboard the flatilla were
not armad  combak-
ants, nor wera thoy
soldiers  threatening
invasion. They wara
intermational wolun-
toars, hurman rights
mdwocates, dactars,
parliamentarians,
and organizers
attempting to broak
tha siege imposed
on Sara. Thaw jour-
ney  was  political,
moral, snd humani-
tarian. Yot tho lsracli
state met tham with
hermiliation, deten-
tion, and  theatrical
vialenceo:

VIJAY PRASHAD

Wiy Prastisd 5 an raan nrksean
ard journalist

punishment-Part 1

s wnavoidable collateral damage
rather than a political choico, VWhat
Ben-Gvir fears most is not armed resists
ance alone. Ha fears political imagina-
tion and the pomsibility that ordinary
people acrass the warld may ses
Palastinians not through the language
of security bricfings but through tha
language of shared humanity, And =o,
tha brutality directed at the fatilla
activists was not an nbarration. |k was
antirely consistent with the ideclogical
world that Ben-Gvir inhabits: a world in
which domination must constantly
repraduce itself through force, humili-
ation, mnd foar

The politks of snesure

Lzng batara tha
flotilla activists wer
datained nnd brutal
ized, Ben-Gvir direct-
cd his fury toward
one of the most
important Palestinian
palitical prisomers at
tha madern  era:
Marwan  Barghouti
borm 1959, Marwaan
Barghouti oocupics a
singular - piace  in
Falestinian palitical
|che, not bacsuza ha is
untouchad by politi-
cal contradiction buk
bacause ha ambodies
tha continuity of a

Ben-Gwvir under-
siood precsely the
symbolic function of his actions. The
politica of the Isracli far right = not
rmeraly abowt zacurity; it is abouwt pod-
sgogy. The viclence must be seen and
thie humil intion must circulate publicly
Domination must constantly repro
duce itself through spectacle. The
pubdic degradation of Palestinians and
their allies is central to the ideclagical
miachinery of tha lsracli far right. Every
arrast bacomes a lesson in cbadienco,
cvery beoating beocomas A messaga,
gvary datention becomes o declora-
tian- that resistance, evon ::,'I'I'bl:-ll-:
resistance, will be mat with ower-
whelming forca

The flotilla activistz entered a
geography already transformed by
blockade and devastation. Gaza today
is not meredy ocoupiad tarritory; it 5 &
laboratery of punishrment. For yoars,
Israel has controliad the movement of
food, medicine, fuel, a|en.-|.n:il'g,l. mnd
people inte the sirp. The blockade
has produced nat security but social
suffocation, Intarnational organiza
tions havo ropoatedly warmed about
catastrophic hurmanitarian conditions.
Yot the sege continues because it
serves a pol itical purpose: to fragment
Falestinian life and beoak colloctwe
maorala,

Wihen acthvsts attermpted to chal-
lenge ths crder through the flokilln,
Ban-Gvir and hiz allies responded as
colonial powers offien do when con-
fronted by moral witness. The activists
ware presented not as human beings
mativated by consoence but a5 ene-
mias of the state. Their detention was
accompanied by tsunts and antirmida-
tion. Tha aimwes nok maraly to stop: the
flotifla but to discourage future acts of
ool idarity. This paktern is older than tho
present crisis. Codonial systoms survive
riot only thraugh mil itsry supericrty but
through rituals of domination. The
British: Ernpire practiced it in India and
kenya, French .colonial authaorties
employad it in - Algeria, and South
African apartheid irstitutionalized it
with bureaucratic precsion. Humil iation
bacomes part of gowernanca.

Beon-Gvir's rhetonc  raveals the
dopth of this political culture. He
speaks of Palestinians not as a people
with rights but as & damographic threat
to ba controllad and contained. |n this
worldviow, solidarity iself bocomes
crirminal. Humarnitarianism: i recast as
terrorisme. Interpational law becomas
mn incanvanience. Tha flotilla activists
were therefore dangerous not because
thoy carried weapons bul because they
carrivd tastimony. They threataned to
cxpose the architecture of siege bafore
a global sudienca. Their mera pres-
cnce undermimad tha carefully manu
factured narratie that Gaza's suffering

natronal struggle that
many pawerful actaors
wish to erase. To many Palestinians, he
reprasonts a figure capabla of unifying
fragmented political  tendencies.
Emerging from the ranks of Fatah dur-
ing the First Intifada, Barghouti
becama associatad with graszroots
poltical mokilization and the demand
for national liberation. Even among
those who disagras with aspects of his
political strategy, there is widespread
recognition of his symbelic imoor-
tanco. |Israel understands this symbal-
izm well. That is why Barghouti's
impreanment since 2002 has newvar
been marely judicial. It i deeply pol it-
ical.

Ban-Gwir's hastil ity toward
Barghouti retlacts a broader Israeli
strategy: tha systematic destruction af
Falestinian  political  loadership.
Colonial systerms fraguently attemgt to
criminalize leadershin bacawso crgan-
rad political consciousness poses a
threat greater than spontaneous
unrast. & poople without leadarship
can be fragmanted. A people without
political memory can ba managed

Barghouti's impriscnment bacarms
a site through which the braali far
right could perform its politics of
vengeance. Ben-Gvr repeated by advo-
cated harsher prison conditicns far
Fakastinian dotaineas.

Under his political influence, thars
wern intensified crackdowns on priss
onars’ rights, restrictions on family ws-
its, and punitiva measures. dasigned
not simply to incarcerate but to
degrade. Raports from Falestinian
prisoners and human rights organiza-
tions  hawe describe conditions
markad by imolation, awercrowding,
physical abuse, and psychological
pressure. Prison raids became spocia-
cles of domination. Boaks warae confis-
catad. Collectrva punishment intonsi-
fied. The prisen, in this systomm, . iz not
only & place of detentian; it = an
instrumant of colonial management.

Barghouti's. case rnvufl: 50 ma-
thin essontial asbout Ben-Gwir's
worldviow. He does nobt merely
cppose Falestinian armad groups,
but ha ppposes Palestinian political
existence iself. Th is why figures
like Barghouti are so threatoning.
Barghouti speaks the [anguage of
national |boration. He invokes anti-
colonial traditions familiar acroas
Azia, Africa, snd Latin Armerica. His
paditical symoolism connecks
Palestine ko = widar history of strug-
gle mgeinst occcupatian and racial
domination. For Ben-Gwir, such fig-
uras must be broken p:.:,u:h-u‘lngu::iﬂl
Thair dignity must be shattered pub-
licly. Their image must be trans-
formed from political leader into
criminal inmate.

the people wha suffer from iz impacks. As
attribution soenor bocomies mone cophsticat
ed, it will afiosate ot debed varth ewes mome
precizion

The simple truth &, the climate accountsr
bil ity gerie & out of the botfe, and the
Supreene Cowrt is unlikely fo jam it baok in,
Euer if the court sides with. Suncor, attribution
crionoe will cartinue fo move foraerd, ing in
the gaps tobween couse and affect in aur
understandrg af bow climate works

“Mow ocienoe drives social and political
change,” Abigail Diller, the president of
Earthjustico, & nonproSt amisonmental faw
organ ization, tord me. Leaming atout the risks
ot the omne hole Crought a quick crackoown
on oceone-destroying chemecalz. The foanic
t95E phata of tho sarth fom. space halped
trigges the modom anvicnmental movemeant.

Aryweay, that's mane or lessmy arc for the

right Ham's a pictue of me with Seed the
Wole's' great organizor Emee Flores, ouwtin
Bakerslieid, C& docrknocking lor Randy
Wflloges. i you'e wiordioring sbout the umbnok
la, itwas 103 dogroes; & record for the day, and
- good reminder of why we're doing ths. ©m
on to upstate Mew Yorkodoy, Maine by
Sursday. Michigan and Texas and onoand an in
tha 24 dayz we have left. F you can figune qut
B way o hefp, do. (hnd if youscan't, Thied Aot
haz otz of carvasses ard phone banks; we
dan't check O oo euenif heven't reached
our magic age ab 52, feel #ree ta hop aboard).

dnd # you want one mose maon to foel
like it might be warth the fight, | gve you a
sludy  published this week i the  joumal
Ecology and Evolition with the excollans tule
Infersing the  Abundance of ar  Island
Megeherbivoree  From SsmirStnictured
Distance Samrding.

Harris "what mekes this stuation differert from
thosa® other cases in which $he court allowed
lrwzaits 1o prooeed in state court

Mt srewered that wnlike those lee-
suits, Coforado would ban the production of
fomsil huzk amywhens i the countrg

Fooarts - did not  appoar  porsusded.
*That's & question of reiief" for Colomdo,
"and what might be available,” he said It did
not, in iz view, neooscanly ssam bo go tothe
question of whethar Coforado. could bring
the lewsuit at &

Justice Elema Kagan ako seemed dubious
of S enengy companies’ arguments. She toid
Sharmugam: that Baulder's "suit appears to be
pesed on the ok 1990s tobscoo suits,” as well
a5 mane recent lzwsuits agarat opioid manwe
facturers. Wane those lswesoss slso trumpoad by
{oderal lway, she asked?

Tha case won't be dacded until Spri or
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i Letters To The EDITOR)

Pakistan needs a practical plan
to address begging

OPINI@®!

dWAreress

The need for stock market

Tehran's Houthi
allies, wha contral
ones-third of Yemean
{including the
caplital Senaa),
entered the fray ta
support lran earller
this year. They
have tightanad
thair cantral of tha
wital Bab al-
Mandab Strait that
connects the Fea
Saa to the Gulf of
Adan and the
Indian Oeaan.

fnd they have
made territorial
gains in Yaman
sinca July, with the
aim of taking aver
the whole country, ta
while also attacking
Saudi el facilities,

Yemen spiralling
into another civil war

The Midd ke East has seon many explo-
sions of wiclenco in recent years. But whils
the U5-fran war hes grabbad the head Hines
this year, tha rapidly cscolating conflict
batwaen the Houthiz and Yemen's interna-
tionally moognised government and Saodi
Arabia risks becoming just as consequen-
tial tor the rogion.

The complexity of Yemen's mternal
conflict cannat be underestimated. The
viglance is linked to two major regional
pavears - Iran and Saudi Arabia - a5 well as
the ongaing US-lsraal confrontation with
Iran over the Strait of
Harmuz.

Iran bades tha Houothis
lalke known & Ansar Adlah
or Fartizanz of Godl while
Saudi Arabia supporis tho
Yameni govarnment
[known -as the Prasidential
Leadership Council or FLC].
The United States is also
standing beside its de facto

ally, the Saudis, while
Ruzzia and China are
aligned with Iran.

And Riyadh's: other

regional ailios, Turkey and
Pakistan, hawe just agreed
activate  their newly
signad mutual  debence
pact and deploy traops to

AMIN SAIKAL

Emernites Professor of Midd e
Eastern Studios, Aistral lan
Mational Lniwarsity

in Sanaa, Yemen, on Septomoer 10 2026,
Yabym Arhab/ERS,

Rivadh has asked Washington to carry
cut pirstrikes on tha Houthis, but Trump
has declined the reguest to got activaly
mwodvad, instead offering suppart from US
mtalligence and military analysts in the
Country,

Trump has been disinclined to
axpand the US-Iran war and got the US
embroiled in another conflict whila the
potantal for a rostart of the war with fran
remains very rea

In acdition, despite he
denints that he iz con-
cerned, Trump will no
doubt be aware of the
smpact of the lran war an
BUTIErtcan OInswEmens, vwith
higher petrolerm prices
and cost of lning pres-
suras. His Republican
Farty & urganth brying to
shore up jts woter basa
with tha midterm clec-
tigns now just ‘B month

ey,

Without diract U5
mnvabwermant, Kiyadh has
fooked for support from
its nowe secuwrity partners,
Pakistan  an Turkay.
Before  committing  to

| amiwriting to highlight the problem ot begging
m Pokistan and the reed for a practical, lang-ierm
soluton. Begging & otten |inked fo poverty, unem:
pioyment, ok of equcation and limited opporturi:
ties to carn & |wing. Mary people siruggie 1o moat
their Basic necds, whilke some valnerabie irdividuals,
incuding children, may also ke explaibed by organ-
ised groups that proft fram thair hefplamness

It wauld b wmong ta treat every boggar in o she
same way. Some peopte gerwinely need financial
mszistanco bacause of poverty, disatil ity, i¥ress or the
acsence o family wwppart. Cithers- may be puzhed
inta beqging by propie who sxplait thair wainerabil i-
ty. The govemment must dislinguish between those
who nsed social profection ard those who omanise
o profit fromi the eaploiation of pthers.

Law emforcement elome carrot slimineste beg-
gng. I poooe have no acoess 1o education, employ-
ment or social support, emosing them fom steets
will not solve the vndedying pobfern. The govam-
ment should introducs affectve ehabis#aton pro-
grammes that provide shetter, food, healthcare, woca-
toral training and oppoturidies to cam s living
These measures can help ywwinerabls peopls betome
mone indopandont.

fytharities rmust aso mwestigate organised beg-
ging ratwarks, particulary these that esploit chil-
dren. Those respansiole for fording poople bo bog
should face legal action. Az the same time, gavem-
ment depariments should veork with welfare ongani-
satiars to identiy people in need and comnect them
with suitable suppart services.

Pucia masmeness i equally impomant. Citeens
should be encosraged o support credible weitane
organisations and programmes that help people
meet thair basic noods. Amistanoe shaould focus on
improving  peaple’s ines rathor than  allowing
mpiaitation o continue.

Pakistan neoeds a balsnced approach that
combires poverty reduction, education, employ-
mant  opportunities, rahabilitation and  |aw
enforcemant. Begging camnot be addressed
through temporary campaigns alane. The gowern=
ment must develop.a consisient pal icy that pro-
tacts valrenbie peopie, holds enploiters account-
able ard gives those in need a genuine chance io
gam & respectable living.

| want bo axpenss rry views on the mportanca of
stack markat sasreress in Pakistan. Many people 2
atrand of méesting in the stodk maret bocause they
tack basic knowledge of how it works. They oftan
smsociate stock trading with heavy financis losses and
beligvie that investing in shares @ only suitabe for
weathy people or experienced business prafossion
aln. Howezvar, with proper guigance and awanoness,
the =tock marzet can become an impartant scurca of
mvestrment and eoonamic growth

The stod: markat ic a place wheme pacple by
aned sell shares in publicly {isted companies. It allows
busneses %o meiwe money by oferng shares o
rivestars. Companies can use thes money 1o cxpend
thizir oparations, nroduce now products, impmove
ithe i services and croate employment opportunities.
n this way, the stock maket can wwppoet oconomic
deveopment and help busiresses grow.

| beticwe that tho govemment should bsunch
SWEMENESS programmes o oducate paopic about
stack mariet investment. These pragammes shoulkd
erpiain the basic ruies of shamne frading, the posibie
benefits af imwestment and thoe r=ke immbeed,
sthooh, oolleges, universitias erd other educations
restrivtions can also play an importans rale in promat
rrg financial | iteracy amaong young peopte:

Fakist=n S%tock Excharga car holp pooplo
understand how the markat operates and how camre
paniss-can become publicly | sbod. Small and medi
urrsized busnesses showfd also be ancouraged bo
miplore the opportunibes availlable  throwgh the
stock market Thizs could help them find new
sources of funding instead of depending entesiy on
benk loans.

Howewer, paople miust undesstand thee irvesting
n shares doos not gusranries profits. Share prices can
nse o fall, ard irvesstors may lose money. Theeesom,
Swaroness progmammes should teach peopie 1o make
miomied decisions rather than enooursge them bo
rvest without undessianding the risis

| befiewe that greater stock manaort awarenass can
he'p- oovalop & stronger mvestment oulture in
Fakistan. # peopie undersiand the opporbunitios ard
rzks irvohed, ey moy bacome mane confdent
sbout irwesting. This can help bicineszes raise’ capi
tal, cresie jobs and contribuata to the country's eco
namic progess

tankars and its
main alrpart in
Riyadh.

Without direct US
involvemant, H‘iyadh
has logked for
support fram its
niaw security
partners, Pakistan
and Turkey. Before
committing to
dapley military
forces to Saud
Arabla this weesk,
the tae had
appeared cautious
about geiting
invalvad - caught
batween the nsed
to support Saudl
Arabia and not to
offend Iran and its
stratagic partnars,
Russia and China,

help dafend Saudi Arabiaif
it's attacked again-

Given how many actars are mvolved,
the conflict could quickly spiral aut of con-
trol and engulf the entire region, furthes
destabil sing global fuel supplies

This mage  from a wideo released
Oictabor 5 by the Yomani gowarmment-
allied Southarm Giants Brigades media
office shows what the group =zays are its
fightars clashing with the Iran-backed
Houthi group in Dhobab  district, Taiz,
Yarman. Southern Giank Brigades Madia
Dffica via AF

Hauthis gaining grounsd

The WSdran war has reached a stale-
mate im recent months. Tehran remains
adamant that it contrak the Strait of
HMarmuz, a conduit for 20% af the warld's
daily supphy of oif and |igquafied natural gas
bafore tha war. And US President Donald
Trump has bean running hot and cold
about how to end the conflict. Maither
Amarica’s military meght, nor its masmum
economic pressura, has worked =o far

Undarstand how Al is changing sacioty,
with our wackly nawslatter

Tahran's Howthi aflies, who contral
one-third aof Yemen jincluding the capitasl
Sanaal, entered the fray to support Iran
parlior this year. They have tightoned ther
control of the vital Bab al-dandab Stait
that connacts the Red Sea to the Gul of
Aden and the Indian Ocaan.

#And they have mada I:-umturialllguir.ﬂ in
Yorman since Juby, with the aim of teking
ovar tho whols country while alko attmde-
ing Saudi oil faciiities, tankers and its main
arport in Riyad b, &n attack in recent days
again halted the pumping of oil through
the Exst-West Pipeline, whidh Riyadh has
been using to gxport il via Bab al Mandab
sinca tha closura of the Strait of Harmuz.

“Yarmani and Saudi farcas kave launched
a countaroffensive m recont days i an
attempt ko rotake all the territony held by
the Howthiz, raising the spectre of & roturn

RABLA TANYEER
SZABIT

HAMIA AHEER
JHANG

NATO afficials
insist that this
massive military
bulldup is
necessary to
protect Europe
from Russia and
ather threats. But
the notion that
Russia s poised to
invade France s
sbsurd, and the
push for ever-
greater military
spending raises a
fundamental
question: What
kind of security is
tha Franch
governmant
actually providing
if thair schools,
hespitals and othar
public services sre
left to deteriarata?

to a major civil war and a potentialy dire
humanitarian crisis for Yemenis,
Displaced Yermanis at a makeshift camp

doploy militery forces to
Ssudi Arsbis this weok,
tha two had appoarad cautious about got-
ting inwocheed -c-uugll:l: oetwean the nood to
support Saudi Arabi and not to offend
ram and is strategic partners, Russia and
China.

The renewad confiict has akeady mhen
a wary heawy toll on the Yormeni poople,
with mora than BOO killed, 3,000 injured and
158,000 deplacad. Ths comes on the top
of the hundrods of thousands of peaopla
who hawe diod since the cral war ana Saudi-
lad intervention began in 2014-15. Thesa
deaths weore dus tl:l-:?lghtng_ as wiall & mdi-
roct impacts such = hunger, diseese, and
lack of health services and infrastructure.

‘Whera & ths gninrg'i'

Tha warse the hghtng bocormas @
Yemen, the greater the mpact on the
world soonamy.

While the Strait of Harmuz remams par-
tially moparabia due ko the tear aof ships
being attadked, some tankars have man-
aged to sail throvgh aftar making deak
with  |ran's now Fersian  Gulf  Strait
Sutharity, or with US escort prataction.

The L% anergy secretany, Thris Wright,
racanthy claimed 13 millinnrtharn:-ls of crada
oil ware gatting ﬁrnui. the strait daily.
This has been disputed by Iran

COn October 4, Iran’s parliamenta
spe sker, Blohammad Bagher  Ghal ih.:?.
said the strait will not reopen fully until the
U5 meets Iranian demands: Thase includa
a cazsefire on all fronts, the litng of the
Us blockade of Iranian poris and tha
unfreezing af Iran's assats.

And after the Houthis announced a
blockade of Saudi ports and started attack-
ing Eaudi-linked =hips in the Rad Sea n
Judy, disruptions in the global cil supply arc
axpected to worsen

At the root of this axpanding and muki-
dimensional criss is the US war aof chaica
against fran. § Trump does escalato that
conflict with more lethal force. Tehran &
prepared to retalizto. It has warnod the
U5" Arab allies in the Gulf they could ba
targeted more severely than befare.

France's Student Revolt vs NATO’s Spending Push

For the thid week 0 a mow, high schoal ste
dents across. France are tsking to the stroets
gomanding moee mestment in their education
They warit mome teachers, smaller classes, decent
schoo! buildngs and & public
osducation mystom thet wones
lof poor and warking-cass
EhudeTTin

But ther struggle comes
at 8 momant when France
iaces mourting prossune bo
cut - public spending  whilo
dramstical ly mcroesing itz mil-
iary budget. The guestion at
ther hewart of this Uprising goes
tar beyorg eduecation: Wil
France invest in its young

peopiomr in missiles,
weapons erd war? Boaks or
bambs?

‘What began in ihe Faris
muburte has soreed o Mo
than a thousand schaoks. On
Cctobar &,  mome than
250,000 peopk meporicd iy

MEDEA
BENJAMIN
Medes Barjamén iz co-faunder of

Gichal Excharge ard
CODEPMME: Woman for Pasooe

axpenditures, with another 1.5 percemt devated 1o
mil itanerelated  indrastructure, cyborsecurty and
"resdinnon.”

This represents &0 ancemmaus shitt Trom MATCO s
previaus 2 percent targat, which
mary membcs almady. Snag
gied 1o meet. For countries fac-
ing growing daficis, hoay debt
and deteroring puTdic sonic-
22, siach &n increany comas at a
stoop price

France prowides & glering
paampe. The country has near-
by 5 frillion in pubisc oebis
raughly 11%. percent of GDF,
ore of the highest lewes in
Eurape. To teckle it deficit,
the govemment ha: proposed
apomrimately F8 ofl on in
spording cuts and tax incroas-
g5, putting eseady  strained
public sarvices aundar oven
greater pressure,

Yot oven &= tha govemmant
gemands bet-tighteming, itz

tock ta s streots in demon-
strations supparting the shadentz

Thio govemnmment's resconse has ordy Osepe
enod the arger Irstead of addres=ing siudenis
dermands, suthorities have uniessshed not police,
iear gas, grenadses ard mass arrests. Maors than
5,300 poopte have noporied iy been amesied =noo
the protesis began, mo= of them minces. Somo
young protesiers hawe suffered hoarific injuries
noudirg & 13-yearokd wha lost his hand atter a
police. grenada expicded. Amnesty Intermadional
haa condemned what it czlls the "csoroportion-
ate " use of foroe aganst young people poecetully
dernanding thoir right 1o education,

The contrast B striding: Stadends ame ssking
for teachars and decent schoals, while the gow
omment. deploys rot police sgeinst themeand
finds billiors moee far its militan:

The - studert movemant is uniclding just s
AT is prossunng Eurcpean gosemments 1o mas-
shply incresse mil@ary sponding. Under inbonse
pressure trom: ‘Washinglon, NATO leader agreed
r 2065 1o a staggesing -new tanget: 5 peroent of
each member country's GOF by 2085, &t keast 3.5
porcont s supposed to go dmecHy o omilitary

poposed H1ET budget increas-
a1 mil itary spending by approvimataly 57,2 billion
n & single yoar, mompaned with jus? $1.2 bikion
more tor education. The education budget would
50 ol imenate 1,580 pamanent Soaching posdtions

Imagine being & 14-yearald zitting m an owe-
oroaded classroom, with & leaking cedling and no
meguar boacher, heanng that. your govermment
cannct affard baties schoals-but can somehow
find killiore more for weapars.

Franoe's-own fiscal watchdog has poirted out
that inoeeses in central govermement sparding ame
teing driven lsgely by risng imerest paymerds,
contributions to the Edurooean Unicm  and
nomeased milttary expendituras.

MATO officialzs insist that this masswe mili-
tary buildup is necesary to pmtact Eveope fram
Russia “and other thraats. Buf the notion that
Kucsia i poised to imvace France is absund, and
the push for aver-greater military spending rais-
ot A tundamental question; What kind of socun-
ty &= tha French government actually praviding
their schoals, hozpitals and other public senics
oz are ket o deterigrain?

France i not-alcne. Studentz and taachars in

Belgum, Spam and Fartugal have also taker to
the strewts awer eoucation funding and working
canditiors, ‘refiecting growing frustration across
Europe with gowsmments that cam there is not
onogugh money for basic public servicos

A arting generaticn is being =sked to accopt
suripsity while Europe embarks ‘an one of its
langest military buildups since the Cold War
Politecal leaders may inasist that education and mic-
itany spanding ane separabs imoes. But they com-
pabe for the tame fimited public resounces.

fnd same French studients ane aismady making
that cornection thomsshes Protest signs hawe

dadiamd "money for schoals, not war® and " fund
high schoois, mot genocide,” |inking her imme=
date cermands fo the broadar question of whats
and whom-the govemment chooses to fund,
These young peoplke &5 challanging the very
defiration of security. NATO measunes cooury in
tarika, misziles, dones and ammunsicn. The siue
dants s demanding another kind of seoury:

oecant whoos, equal oppariunity, and 2 socety
that irwests in their fabure instsad of sacrificing &
to an end kess amms ouildue

Their demands should resonate thowghout
the WATC all iance, incuding in the United Stabes,
where public =endcor s under sttack whils
Trump seeks 2 siaggerning 34 percent inoeese in
the mil itary budges.

That'z why CODEPINE and alied groups ano
crganizng 8 Tedpayer Uprsng in Washingion,
Do, MNowember 10-12, bringing poople into the
halls of Congress to dermand = hurdamental mor
eritation of our natianal prionties. Insead of furs

noling mwer mors tax dollers intz war and
waapors manulactuness, our govemment shouid
invast in heshhcse, education, afomdable hous-
g, green erengy and A wstanace Ui

From the ‘classrooms of France 1o the halk
ot Congress, the question iv the same: 'Will owr
gowemments invest in life-or in war? Boaoks ar
bombe.?



O Ahsan calls on youth

i
] i

far
and
Special Initiatives Professor
fhsan Igbal on Friday urged
young people to move bayand
criticism and develop practical,

Fedaral
Flamning, Cevelopment

Minister

sustainablao salutions to
Pakistan= social and aconomic
challengas through the

Matiomal Youth Solution Sprint
2026, Rouwnd Two, under tha
Banu Shahaen initiatea.
“Pakistan’s greatest
strength is its yowth. Owr
chjective iz to ransfarm young
people from oritis of problerms
inte solution providers who can

play a meaningful role in
national development,” the
mimister zaid while addressing
the avent.

He stressad that
understmsnding the root causes
of problems was esential to
developing affective  and
sustainable solutions, adding
that success dependad not
merely on proposing ideas but
slsa on translating them inta
practical action

Cwuring the sacond round of
tha Mational Youth Solution
Sprint 2024, student teams
axplored critical social

' to address national

challenges

challenges, including drug
abuse, population growth,
access to clean drinking waker
amd sanitation, out-at-school
childran, and malnutriticn.

Team leads outlined the
challenges associated  with
gach issue and proposed
community-ewel activities and
actionable interventians  to
generate positive and
sustainabla impact.

Ahsan igbal emphasized
that young peoople  must
develap solutions in ling with
Fakistan’s g'a-und real ities,
available rescurces and local
naeds to ensura thair ideas
delivered tangible results
beyond presentations.

He alsc highlighted the
impartanca of cammunication,
leadarship and other |ife skills
alongsida tochnical
knowledge, noting that these
capabilities were essential for
turning ideas into meaningful
outcomes.

Tha mmister sasd young
people should bo engaged in

addrezsing national challenges

from ther student years and
connected with the country's
development agenda thraugh
canstructiva participation
rathar than beoing used for
political agendas.

Ha reaffirmed tha
government's commitment o
nurturing a generabion of
young leaders capable of
cantricutrng positively across
all zactars

Tha Natiznal Youth Sodutan
Sprint amms to placa :,.'l:-unﬂ
poople at the centre o
problem-solving by equipping
them with the tools,
mothodologies and plathorms
negded to confribute  to
national developmant.

The initiative would also
rovide a continuows platform
or innovation and policy
engagemant through monthly
innowation sprinks, TED-styla
tal ks, podicy labs and *Diragons'
Den”-style pitches, enabling
participents  to  refine  their
ideas, test salutions, engaga
with  eowperts  and presant
innovative proposals. MEWS PEsk

Imaan, Hadi boycott ATC
proceedings at Adiala Jail

Rights activist and
lawsyer Imaan Zainab
Mazari-Hazir and her
husband, Hadi Ali
Chattha, on Friday
objected to the manner
of their presentation
during the hearing of
the security breach
case, with the couple
and their lawyers
eventually walking out
of the proceedings at
Adiala jail.

The defence counsel also
filed an application soeking
an and to the jail trial. The
case pertzins to the alkleged
disruption of a security routa
ol an mternatsonal cricket
team and incitemant to pub-
lic unrest. Imaan end her hus-
band have been accuszed of
removing barriers from the
route. The couple was indict-
ed in tha case on Oct 7.

4 day oorliar, at the
F'I:||H:-I:I= recammendation, ot
inrg limitstions in transparting
the sccused to cowrt, the court
directed counsals and witness-

o3 to appear at the Adiala jail
for tha naxt hearing.

On Friday, Anti-Terronsm
Court {ATC) Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra conducted the hearing
inside Adisla jail, whera pro-
ceadings commenced  at
10:55am, according to the
dafence counsel presont inside
the makeshift courtraam

The accused were pro-
sentad insida & dock locatad
in a cornar of the courtroom,
prompting them to raise
abjections over the manner
in which they were
produced befare
tha court.

"This is not
tha propar way
to presant some-
one in couwrt,”
Imaan said,
adding that theoy

wera not boing
allowed to moet
their lavyars.
Hadi com:
plained

that

the

twa wara baing treated worse
than tarrorists

Judge Sipra, taking note
of tha police standing naxt to
the accused, directad the
personnal o mova sway and
remarkad: "Thoy have been
brought into the courtroom:;
what iz the need for the
polica ta stand right next to
them?"

The detence counsal had
also filed an application soak-
ing an and to the jai trial and
adjournment of the hearing
on Friday.

After hearing arguments
fram tho lawyars, tha court
announced a 20-minute
racess. On tha applica-
tion filed by the defenca,
he said, "1 have raceivad
your applications; | will
msue an arder regarding
this.®
Abter rJ'u:-:I:ml:ccdlng:

resuma pProsocu-
tion witness

Ibrahim recorded hiz stata-
mant, while defence lawyer
Aimal EKhan  Mandokhail
wrgad tha court to dacida tha
application zoeking adjourn-
mant bafore proceedimg fur-
ther

"W have filed an applica-
tiom to adjpurn the hearing;
please rule on it," ha told tha
cowt. He also complained that
othar members of the dafenca
legal team wera not being
alloweod to enter the court-
rooim.

If the proceedings continwe
in this marner, vz cannok reman
a part of thermn,” Mandokhail said.
Ha further wged the court to nat
defer the metter untl tha follow
ing day, referring to the pending

bail procecdings.
5ub:nqunna X
Imaan, Hadi
and thair
lawyars
walked out of
the courtroom.
ADENCIES

Balochistan

The Balechistan government

and the House of Kasib

Consortium on Friday signed an

agreement for the

establishment of the province’s
first commercial shrimp farming
project in Damb, marking a

significant step towards

attracting private investment,

strengthening the coastal

economy and creating new
employment opportunities for

local communities.

The ageement, Gacilitated by the
BEalachistan Board of Irvestment and Traoo roachad
{BBoIT], wes =gned by Houme of Kasib

Cansartium Chis? Executive Cfficor Saad Takia
Fisharias Tang Camarin the

and Secrata
prezonce ot Balochistan Chiet
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti. Chied
Secretary Baiochistan Shakee
Oadir Khan and EBalT Ve
Chairman Bial Khan Kakar
alma attended the signing
COTETONY

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chiet Minister M
Sarfraz Bugti =zaid that
the prowvincial govemn-
mant was  pursung
cavelopment projocts
through publ ic-prvate
parinerships to  pro:

= B

mota investment, eHectiwely utiliss natural
resources and . expand @canomic aciivity
pcross the prowince. He fermed the estab-
|ishment of the first commesial shrimp famm- W
ing weniure in Damb an impartant milestone
that would helo hermess coastal resources
and open rew swenues 1or eoonomac growth
He noted that Balochistan's extensive cossts
line held vast potential for economic devels
opment, aguacultune and export growth,
stressing the nesd
resources into producive economic asseots
through micgem iechnigues, private invest-
ment and effective planning.
The chiet minister said the shrimp faming
initiztive would introduce & new com-
miarcial sactoe in the province whia
croating opporiunities for futune
capansion of the aguacultune
induatry. He emphasized that
yeconoemic  dewelopment  could
orfy be moaningful if iz banefits

to tranzformn

adding that the commitment 1o
prowide 100 percent of poject:
relaked jobs to local res

inks shrimp
farming agreement

these

acal communities

derts woulkd goner

arad riCresss
GCONDIMac  gar
ticination n
coasial areas.

M i r Do
Sarfraz Bugti
reaffirmed
the gove:
ment's supe
Do tor e
tiativen
thal utilise
| ocal

resources ta boost employment, attrect invest
ment and ernhance productive capacity
Srcomding to afficialz, the privaie zactor
inwest Rs1.11 billion in the project. In the
nitial phase, a commercial shrimp farm wil oe
geinblished on 50 acres of land, with the
capacity for luture expension 1o 100 acres or
mara.. Tha project aims to promeie the pro-
duction of export=guality shdmp and cor
tribute to the development of Bakchistant
scpaaculive sector.

Under the agreement, the Balochistam
government wi
milion and electricity nfrastructure valuad
at B3d00 million, bringing the total walse of
gowernment support to BsdTS milion. The
pravincial gowerrment will hold a 2D parcent
aquity stake in the project, comprizing 10
percent free equity secured through & coms
rotitive biading process and 10 parcent
paid cquity agairst the provision of land ang
electricity facilities.

Ceficials said that during the progect's 20-
year operationad penod, the Gowvermment of
Balochistan iz oxoocted o receive profit
amaunting o Rsédé million. The poject has
toor grarted & total concession period af 21
ate emplayment E-Mn and six manths, including six months for

niancial closune, ana yoar far corstrection and
20 yoars far oparations and maintenance

Upan completian of the concession per-
od, the project and all associated aszots will
trancferrad 1o
Eabochistan.

EBEodT Vice Chairman Bila
expressed conlidence that the shrimp farming
project would make & mearsngrul contribution
to. ther prowincial economy by attracting Turther
rvaskmient, generating employmont opportuni
ties for |local residents and enabling grealer
aconomic benefits from the regon coestal

provide land warth Rs75

the Gowormment of

Khan Kakar

Saturday, Octobar 17, 2024
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No justification of
emergency: Mengal

BEMF Mengal chief Akhtar Mengal
said those in power defend their
actions, but if current actions are
declared justifiad, past martial laws
and unconstitutional measwres wauld
ai=a hasa to bo sccoptod as legitimata.
Speaking to the media, Akhtar Mengal
said paople m powaer try to jushity
everything.

H they conssder today's achors just-
fied, they would alse have to justify the
Octotar 12, 1999 action and the hang-
ing of Zulhlar A)i Bhutto

Ha said that, by the sama logic, for-
mer President General Zia-ul-Hag's mar

tial law, which was contrary Lo democrat-
ic prirciples, would alzo have ta be justi-
fied. Akhtar Mengal said ro action that
violates the Constitution and demacracy
can be supported.

Ha sad it was highly shametul tar
poeople who support uncenstitutional
and wndemocratic measures o call
themsehees democrats. He stressed thak
respect  for  democracy  and  tha
Constitubion reguires all actions 10 be
judged by the zame standard, rether
than declaring decsions by thosa n
power corroct whila rejecting similar
actions fram the past we
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Gilani

alls for deeper

Pakistan-German
Y
partnership

Chaeman of the Senate, Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani, has called
for stronger Pakistan-Germany
relations through ncreased
ECONCMIC cooperation,
investment, education and
parl iamentary exchanges,
saying 75 vears of diplomatic
ties provide a strong
foundation for a mutually
beneficial partnership,

fddressing & gathering to mark
Gorman Unity Doy, attonded by German
Ambascador Ina Lapel, diplomats and
other dignitanes, Gilani congratulated
the German leaderzhip ond people on
beohalt of Pakistan's Fadiamant, gowem-
ment 2nd peapla.

He describad tha occasion 25 a sym-
bol of unity, resilience and shared I:rn-s-
pnntj' Ha -afso heghlighted tha long-
standing friendship between the tiwo
coaundries, strengthoned by the contnbu-
tionz of Adlamn Mubammad Igbal 2nd Dr
Ruth Pfau

The Senate chawrman eppraciated
Garmarmy's  continuad  upport for

Fakstan in develcpmant cooperation,
climate action, woman's empowerment

Emghasising parl iamentary diploma-
oy, {Gilani -:d.l:g for regular axchanges
botwean the pardisments of Pakestan
and Germany and closer consultations
on regional and international ssoes to
promote peace, stability and prosperity.

He invited the Garmaon leadership to
visit Pakistan and apressed conhdance
that continued cngagement woukd fur
ther strengthen tha longstanding part-
narship between the two countres.

Federal Ministarfor Climate Change
Musadik Malik has called for sronger
Fastar-Germany cooperatian in green
startups, =ustsinable innowation and
resaarch, saying the taa coupdries cauld
lake thoir longstanding relabianshp to
naw heights through climate-frandly
initiatives.

iddressing a calobration of the Day
of German Unity here Friday, the mins-
tar said thet Fakistan wanted to work
with Germany’s innovation acosystom to
pramate grean entreprenswship and
dovelop sustzinable sclutions with the
potential to oxpand globally

e want to do a startup revolution,
all things green, all things sustainable,”
ha =u|:|g"lﬁqﬂan|ng Lhat the govemmert
wanted resesarchers and young inmova-
tors to develop businesses based on
their ideas rather than relying solely an
gramks.

Tha minister said that Pakistan's
chaflenpg ervircnmantal  conditions,
meludm mﬁ-a-:lds_ made it important to

AN BINTY

NATI@NAL

LHC disposes of plea
against Basant festival

The Lahore High Court (LHC) on
Friday disposed of a petition
challenging the Punjab
government's plan to hold a
10-day Basant festival in 2027 after
the petitioner's counsel withdrew
the plea following objections from
the court over its maintainabil ity,
Justice Shehram Sarwar Chaud hry
heard the petition filed by citizen
Shahid lslam, who appeared in
court along with his counsel.

bgditional - Advocate General  Khawaja
Mohsin Abbas represented the Funjab gow-
armment.. Dunng the procgedings, the oourt
questioned how the proposed Basant cale-
oratians.coud be challenged  the absence
ol a formal govemment robfication. The
judge exprossed dispieasure over the filing of
the petition withoul an officia’ dooument and
asived ‘why the court office had ot rmised an
octaachion at the indisd stage

The petiticner's courss! submetted thet
infomatian al:-t:-l.rl the proposed festival - had

ibeon obtained fom the govesmment's websie
nd newspapars.
The court questionad the legal basis for fil-

ing & petiton on the strength of sudh moms-
tan, choetving that the documents attached to
the piea wers not sutherticated. The judge
directed the patitioner to fexi obtain the offica
notification &nd challenge it through propes
logal channels, afior which the gowesmmend
caudd be asked to-resoond.

The court further obsoreed that the potition-
or mould obtein & cerified oy of the nolevant
notthcation under the Righs to Information law

The judge also indicated that $Dhe petition could
be dEmizmed with a cost and summoned the
acdiional registrar Gudicial) 1o explain why an
objetion had not been raized agains: the plea

Curirg the hearing. the petiioner's counsa|
metered 1o msirictions on Basant oelkecmtions
ard fatalities noported during previows festii-

)

directed fim o

fies. The cooe,
advarioe argumerits in aocordancs with the nele-
vant legal requirementz.

The judge also expressed cancern over the
petitomer repeated y intenupting the procood-
ings ard speaking despite baing reprosented by

NOWIVET,

moursel, abseneng that tuch conduct was inap-
propriatn.

Folowing the mourt's obieclions, the peti
tioner's courmsed withdrew the petitian, erd the
mourt dizpesed af the mattes

Shebed |dam heg challenged the Furnpat
govcmimant's arnouncoment bo cokbrato

Basant fram: Januany 28 i Febousny 7, 2027,
The Funjs gowemment, chio? secrotang home
secrotary, doputy commissanes, Punjab mzpeoc-
tor general of podics, Lshore cepital oty police
officer and other officiak hed bean named =s
respardents 0 tne petition. HEWS pEsx

Kohat attack
mastermind killed

Petrol price
cut again.

and human development.

He stressed the need for continued
German support for Pakistan's participa-
tian in the G5F Flus armengement. Ha
alzo identilied Special Economic Zanes,
rerewable energy, informaticn technalo-
o induztrial development =nd value-
added manufectunng as key areas for
groater German imvestmert and  busi-
ness cooparatisn

Highlighting peaple-to-paogle tias,
Gilani appreciated the contributions aof
Fakistam studends studying at German
universities. He eapressad hope that
dalays - student and family=reunian
wisas woldd roceive dua attandion.

He #s=o welcomed cooperakion in
zkilled labour mebitity and called for
greater collaboration in technclogy,
research amd  industrial developmandt,
including defence-related weniures in
accordance with applicable |aws and
raguations.

develop mnowative salutions that could
nlsa prove viable mtemationally

He expressad tha heoga that cooper-
ation with Germany’s mnovation system
would help esiablish o green ctartup
gcosystem and sirengthen longeterm
bilateral ties through research, new ideas
and zustzinable devefopment.

Highlighting the importance of
gcanomic cooparation, Musadik Mal ik
describad  Germany as one  of
Fakistan's closest pariners and friends
and its largest trading parbner. Ha said
that the government was committed to
meeting the standards required to
miaintain Pakistan’s GSP Plus status,
ermphasising that the country zought to
demorairate s commitment rather
than ask for concassions

He =aid that Pakistan wanted to
sirengthen its aconomic and trade rala-
thons with Germany and build on the
pxisting partnership. SNEWS oesr

Major terror bid foiled in
Peshawar. bomb defuseed

by defusing an 11-kilogramme pressure-cooker bamb in a tmely operation,

P olice foiled a major tarrar bid in Peshawar's densely populated Yakatoot area

averling a potential

The Bomb Ceposal Squad [EDS) swung into actton aftar receiving information
about the presence of & suspected esplosiva device in the [ocality and successhully

mautralised the bomi.

5P City Shohid Adnan and Yekatoot Stalion House Officer Rizz Afnd suparvised
the operation, in which the specialised zquad safely dehused the devica.

The timely intervention preventad the suspected bomb from pasing a further
threat to residents of the densely populated area, MEwS pesk

Don’t mess with us:

Pakis

tan’s blunt

warning to India

Continued from Page 1

The wear ootween the two nuclear
ammed netiors erded on May 10 with a
cansofine ‘agreement browered Dy the
United Siates

Ercding the media, the FO .pq:l-r.r.'q:c-ﬂ-
2on reminded Indis of the consequences of
it= mil tkany aggression in May lact year, sy
ing Paitian hac demonstrated s capabe-
ity and resche io defend itz terriceial
integrity and mowemagnty.

"Lat . there be no :n'bi'gJil.'_,'. Fakistan
remains fully prepared to s2fsguand its sow-
oreigrty and ferritoral imegrity  against
any ill-advizsed aggression, * he ssd.

The R spokpsporson said Paiosian's
Testraing and commidmeand o peao should
not be msteken for wesaknes, waming
that any aggresmon would bee met with a
foreful resporse.

He uroed inde 1o drew apoeopristo
keszans fram st wear's cupariance and act
mespansioly 10 ersane lasting jpeace n the
regice,

Hi furihes sakd that the Faregn Cihioe
& digising and ouiomating s aposiite
sorvices to mprowe effidency, transpanen-
oy and accessibil ity.

He - zaid e-atipstation had oeen
unched thmough the minstr's portal,
while the iramitan o’ s-apostile services
was urdenway, Eligible’ applicants could
abko be oxempiod from physical appear
ances, suhject to prescribed saleguands,
partindsdy facil itating overseas Pakistanis.

Khan descibed . the mitistve as s
“massae leap forwand®, adding ihat
Deputy Frime Mirisier shag Dar had per-
sonally sbeered the prooess.

He zaid an inguiry into aleged iregL-
lantiez in attestation sanvices was urdes
way, 'with findings 1o be announced upon
COmpiEtion. ABENCES

The Counter Tarrorsm Department
{CEI0D) Khytar Pakhiunkbwa said an
Firsday that key ferrorisi commander
Zahid G, described as-the masiermand
of the wicide attack on the Kohat
Fodioe Lines, was kied during & point
intolligence-bazed cperation conduct-
ad by the CTD and security torces in FR
area of Lakki Marsat

hooording to the CT0 spakeoman, the
tlan terronst was affiliated with  the
Kimwarij Gul Bahadur group-and weas wari-
od by secunty agencios in connaction with
soweral serous temorist incidents.

A CTD spokesgerzan said Zahid Gl
nad percomally guiced a suicide wohick
lcaded with expdosives during the attack

on the Kohat Folce Lnes; He was alm
invotwed in transporing  covera fuicios
atiackars to Kohat

fcooming o the CTD, the sain ormes
ist ‘was abo peesont at the 8|1 Tang bank
robbery, during which Bzt million was
lzated. The siolen money wac distribated
Amang tarnorst fomatiors in  Bermu,
incuding those operating in the Bakaihal
and Jani Khot srpas

CHficink s=id that amund two months
a0, £ahid Gul ks also braught & suicda
atiacier for an aitadk on tho now Kohat
Falme Lines: howsver, the aitack wers toiled.

The CTD said Zahid Gul's pierined
tuture fargels ircluded police training
schoeal im Kohat Neas best

diesel remains
unchanged

The fadoral govemment announced a roduc-
tion in petrol prices for second successie day
an Fridzg.-'. while kept tho rate of high-spasd
diesel unchanged under the latest potroleum
price rowision.

Patrol would be Rs3.%3 cheaper per |itre,
bringing the prica down to Rs386 30,

The revised ratas will apprif by from October 17 to
19, 2024, according to a notihcation issued by the
il pnd Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA]L NEws DEsk

CM Sindh seeks Shanghai

expertise for smart Karachi

Continued from Pags 1

The Chict Minkter said Sndh was oo to
lam from Shangheds paperience in using tech-
nology b improwe whan- services and. make
oities mom efficient, cornected and esponsve
ta citizers' nesds.

Tha two sides aisordisousted opporturitiss
for sirengthening soonomic. and investrnent
links: between Sindh and Shanghal, particularky
through busress-to-ousiness coniacts amd nsti-
butional cooperation,

Mayor dha Zhangming weicomed the pro-
oatizd coope ration and dooussed the potoenbas
for dloser engegerment botween Shanghai and
Karachi: 2k was appoimted Sharghss's vico-
mayor and ecking maypor N September 2028,
175 harighai Municpal Gowemment)

In a major lsap toward bachrolbogical trers-
tormatian, tha Gowernment of Srdh nas signed
2. lardmask Memaranoum of  Undestanding
{HOLI| with giobas bach giant Huswei bo estab:
|ish: Fakistan's fint Al-native digital province.

The ageemant- finalissd during Sindh
Chiel Mirister Syed Murad Al Shah's high-lewet
wisit to Hummais Lengu Leke RAD Centerin
Shargha- chifts the provincial govomment's
strateay fram mene fechnology pracurement to
2. deep, collabomtve parinership, The compre
hipreive pact ercompasses full e-gowsmance
:Iai::-uh'n'l, provincial cloud and data centes
nimastruciue, smart ofy solutions, and sme-
acale |CT sills training For Sind s pouth:

Addressing the signing cenemony, T
Mhirad &i Sheh ermphasized the trersiommative
natune of the alliarce, " This mans an imparian:
shift, fom punchesing technology to building it
togather through joint pmjects, local capaciny.
and skiks FD-.'DJr;ml.'.I'_" ne stased, committing
fniz govem¥nent's highesi-level suppart bo
gnsuie the partrershio dolivers jangibie noouts
for citizens,

Thez Mo was signed by Spocial Assistant to
tha CW Syed Chasm Maveed, in the presencs of
Chief Mirister Murad &1 Skab and Chairmen of
Humwes Pakistan. The frameson: covers exton-
sive collsboration in Artifidal Intelligence,
Ciod Computing, Smart, Cities, Diigital
Cronprnmant, and Al-MNative Smart Parks,

bfddrossing the sighing coremony, CTM
Miirad Shah emphesised the transformative
natune-of the alliarce: "This marks an imparian:
shift-from purchasing technclogy to bulding it
togather through joing pmjects, local capacity,

arsd skdis for sur pouth.”

Partrership Rooled In Ressarch and
Innovation: Faying tribute to Husweds formi-
dable research credentisls, the Chied Ministor
rated that & firm consistently investing over &
filth of it= mevenue into RED "hes samed its
place amarg the world's faremast technalogy
leader="”

Huawei, founded in Sherezhen. in 1987 &5 &
private compamy wholy ownsd by Bt empioy-
oS, reparted 025 nowenues of CNY BEDLY &d-
lion and a met poht of CHNY &5 billon
Demonstrating. an aggressive commitmant 1o
fubune tach, tho company invesiod CRNY 1923
biliian in RED in 2025 aloni - amounting o 21.5
percomt af its rewenue - and has charneled mone
thar THY .38 trllion mio essarch ower the
pazt decade.

n Fakistan, Husrwed iz led by CED Ethan Sun
ardd plays A pivatsl mie in naticnal |CT. capacity-
building This includes & major initiatve with the
Special Investment Fecil#ation Coundl (51FC) o
ftran 300000 young Fakistanis, elongside the
Saptembar 2024 lsunch of Pakistan's Fimst
rationaklevel beiecom equipment epar contar
in Elamabad.

M Murad Shah abo tharimd Huswed for
arTangng & Door defegation wich to itz Global
Mooel S5e in ‘Wihan, noting that it hed ® =fra
deep impression” on the provincial laadershin:

Ingide Huawel's Lisnglu Lake: The
sgning iock place st the Uangiy Leke RED
Center, which officialy cpened in 2084 n Jinme

Town, Qingpu District, western Shanghed
Spanning  roughly 2400 mu [sbouwt 1|'.-'II
hoctares) wetk 206 million sause mess of
flace space, tho cammis mepresenis an invest:
man: of ower CNY 10 billion [apoeoc. UST.4
Billsany

Cesigned k= house 30,000 1o 35000
reseaThOrT and engineors acmss ght mnes
conrected by aninternad light-rail system
known = the " Rea Traim,” the fac |7}"|-:-:|.5:~:-:n
breakthroughs in =emicanductor design, wins-
less 50740 techrologios, intell jgent autamotive
salufiors, ana digial enengy

From Wuhan to Karachi: Crawsing paral-
lets with 'Wuban-whiere  advanoed  techrology
enaCies OTy managers bz ideniity urban Szues in
roal fme end mitigats orises befom they esce-
|ate- the Chiat Minstar stressed thet Karachi, a
matmpal iz of avar 20 million people, despes

stedy reeds similar capabiies

"The Sindh gowemment iz debemmined 1o
mane Sind b Fakistan's leading digdal provinoe,
WAt smarl, data-driven gossmancoe in Kaachi
and across our Cities, and A young warkiomoo
fully prepared for the digits eonomy” ha
aszested

Four first-year priorthes: To transzlase
the wision inke practical sction, TH Musd Shah
proposed - four oncrete prioriies for the St
yoar af the partnership:

A pitat city-cperations and food carty-wame
g clatiom in Karachi, adapting lesors from
‘Wohar's smart oty madal.

A roedmap for 2 Sindh government. cloud
and dats canfer, incorparatng robust dizasior
recorweny, cybersecurity, and &1 comoorting infra.
L.

An irnoyation ardl training comier at Karachi
Education City, teaturing an R&ED presonoe and
an A revtnes smar park.

ICT skills tramirg and cartifcation for
Sindf's shudents, delivensd T close pasneshp
with prowincial universities.

Furthermare, ho proposed esiablishing 2
it '-'.'arl:r-g groLp W th designated focal per-
sorm from bath sides bo ansune timely: progress,
cpematng under a mutually agroed Frstyoar
WOk pran

Dbjectives for Sindh: The cvoranching
agenas of the agroerment iocuses on transition:
ing fram technology precursment i an active
technology: partnesship irwohing jeirt piats,
capacity building, ‘and knowledae trapsfer.
Securing Huawei's backing for an inmovation
fek end Al-native smart - park at Karachi
Edircation City Expouting tedhnical cooperation
for govemment coud architocture, data comr
e, and cybemsoourty -and Egquipping local
yousn with oertified, industry-sterdang ICT sl

Reterating his persanal and govermmenlal
cammatment to the partnership,  the Chict
WMineter concluded the coremany with & dear
metric for suctess

* Lot 19 measure i success nof Dy the gige
nabires an this dooament, but by the zanices
dedwered 1o cur cilizens and the cpportunities
created for our young people.

Expressing gratitude for Huswe's hospial i
ty ard confidence in Bndh, CM Murad Shah
extonded an official inwiation to $e Huswel
tmam &0 Wz Karechs and cement a lasting
akiance. HEWS bELX



O

Saturday, Octobor 17, 2026

BACK@®PAGE

PHC fixes

Oct 20 for

KP emergency pleas

il

The Feshawar High Cowrt tPHC] will
fipar petitions chailenging: the impocition
ol an amargoncy and govemor's ks in
Kinyber Pakhbuneraa on Octobar 20

Pakistan Tenresk-c-inzat (FTT
Chairmar Barrigier  Gohar €han and
Acvocatie Salman Khan hawe  hied

zcpamte petitions seaking foaveriurn tho
measures. The petitions namo  the
Fesderation of Pakistan, the president, tha
pramie minisier, the KF governor and othar
nakouant suthodties as espondents

In ita petition filed through Ewyer Al
Farnan, the' FTl has askesd She PHC 1o
declane the: mpesiton ot emergency and
gavemar's s encorstiutional and sot
sude the deosians,

The party argued thal using bermorism
as a justification 1o cumail the awtharity of
arn socted  provincial  gavemment
amaunted to discriminatory treatment. |t
maintaned that politica!  differences
cawld not serve as grounds for strpping
the provincal admimistmtion of s
POIVETS.

The patition alsa guestioned why
gaovernar's rule had ret boen imposed in
Balochi=tan despite termorst sttacks and
logs of [k, or in Knybdr Pakhiunkiea
during the periad trom 2007 40 2015, The
FTl argued that the deckion tangeting the
current  provincial - government  was

dEcnminatong

While eoxpressing  support . for
counterterrarem operatiors and efforts
o resione poace, tho party alieged that
tlaimz of inadoguate aciion ‘against
militancy were being used to ewort
palitical pressure on ifs gowemment. Tha
patition further stazed that the FTI had
secucd & twoethirds majority i Khyber
Fakhiunkhwa in the 2024 general
alections.

It argued that the imposition of
governar's rile must comply with the
consiitutiona requirements and
prooodurgs sat out in Arcbicle 234, It-ako
cafied for the ememgency prociamation 1o
oz scrutinised under Article 232 and the
appiicable pariismentary nogoirements.
The FTl aoddionally mamtainad that .no
unmwtul sction had been piarned &3 part
ol its proposed long march,

Presidens A=if &0i Zardari appoved
the imposition of ‘emengency in tha
prowinee on Cetaber 11 on the advize of
Frime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, undar
Articles 232 and 234 of the Corstibution
The federsl gowemmen: cited  the
rrovincE's worsening socwnfy  situstion
and conoems ovar its coumtertermarsm
gHorE as grounds for the mowve: Tha PTE,
whith gowvers KF, has chaengad the
docEion. P

October 20 deadline for
2nd Hajj 2027 payment

Paldsian's roligicus affaim minsty on
Friday urged intording pilgrms %o

onoane thay pey the socond instalment B8

of their Haj 3027 dues before Ot
2D, stres=ing That peapie mUst pay on
trme b avaid cancelation of their
Hajj epplicatiors

Pakistan allowad pilgrims ko
make payments for  Hag
rdgrmage in instalments ik
Moyember 2024, when it
urveiled i= Hajj. padicy
for the year 2025. The
gowemment says the
MaYE ted| iaies
poopi wha cannot
not - mzke  lage
papmenis lor ihe
Annaa Islamic
pigrimage st onoa.

Fakistan
allocated 107526
slots, mcleding 30,000 for = shorter
rackapge, o -the gowamment scheme this
yoar, whike another 71,596 slots have been
sllocatad bo the privete schoame for next
year's  Hajj, The gowemment  has
snnounced. $at pigrms would pay Rzl2
mill ion (34,331] IFr:hr 2 A0-dey Haj| package
and Ks1.2 mifion [54,4%5) 1or a sharter, 20-
to 35-d=y packzge undes the gossmmment
scheme.

"Four days remnain for the paymer of
the socond insialment of Hajj oues,” the
roligious affairs’ ministry said in a

statemant “Oowesmiment scheme Hajj
pilgrims must complete nt of
the semond salment befam Ot
i Iy
i zaid pilgrims should 1=e the
Mational Informetion Tachnology
Bzard's [MITH) Hajj portal or the
Pak Hsy mobie application m
make peyments. |t clasified
ihat paymants  thraugh
thie porial can be misds
uzirg & bank card, Cre
Link o7 & marual bank
chafan
" Filgnms: musz pay
their dues on tima o
avced cancelation of
their Hajj
applications,”. tha
statement saidl
It said that
oilgrms &
reguired . io covnicad fhe medical fibness
cortiicate availstie on the Hajj portal and
hawe it verificd by a dactor |t added that
uploading a verfied medical fimess
certificate on the portal i ako mancaton.
Evary yaar, thousands ot Pakistani
celgrirms bravel bo Saudi Arsbia’s haly sites
to perkrm Hajj pilgrimage. The exerdse
myohees hectic - armangaments: by the
govemment and private four operatos n
temnz of booking fights, ensuring food
and sccommiodation for Pakistsni pikgrims
guring their stay in Sawgi Arebia, KEws DEs

Pickaxe Mountain strike
[mﬁsihlf-: T‘rump on Iran

President Conald Tump: sad the
US may hawe to tamget Fickaso
Mountain, a8 site limoed bt lran's
niclos: progam, as ho sims 1o snmone
Teqiran does not get a nuclear
WOSDON.

I an imtervew with Mowsmak on
Thursday might, Tumg aso said he
wauld nat use a ruclear weepon
N the war on =mn, which
toagan - in
February
with - LS
lsrameli
strkos

warled - 1D
make sure
Iran wil
newEr
Tave &
nuckear
WO PO
* bacause

if thesy hind it, they weould

usE "

Their nuclosr s buned undar milions
of tors of mountain. Mow we'ne focking at
Fickzie Mountzn We may hawe 1o 9o

- treare. W'l Sako & snot ot thad ore.
E We'll bmock it out fast,” Tump
toid tha nows awtleL
Frkake Moumizin m &
§ fortified facility . buried deap
J tndarground - near one of
Tahran's man mickar stas
Tha US presicont =sid thome
was ro recd -0 use A
riudear bomio i ran
" wouldr'y u=e
nucipar o
dory't e 10"
Trump
did mat say if
ha had
asthorized
the uze of
GEU- 4378
Mazzive
Crdnanca
Air Blast
Bamb,
g |l = o
known az
t h B
“mothar af all
bombs,” =against lranian  onergy
infrastructure and nuclear sites. He
did say the MOAB bomo was not a
nuclear bomi. FEWTES

Peshawar School Tragedy: Govt
announces compensation

Thirty-four
students, one
teacher were killed
Thursday morning
when roof of
school collapsed

Families of the
deceased will get
Rs 1 million each,

and the injured

Rs 300,000 each

School inspections
ordered as relatives
say they warned
of risks befare
deadly collapse

The governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on
Friday announced
financial
compensation for
families of the
people who were
killed and injured this
week when the roof
of a school collapsed
in Peshawar city.

Trageay struck the Oir Colony
reighborhood of the city an
Thursday maming when the: roof
of the A&l-Knair praete schoo
codlapsed. Rescue officias and the
Lagdy FReading Hospital (LEH)
spokripeson said 35 poople were
killed, meluding 34 shudents- and
anc female boacher

Polics sad it had taken the
oarar af the sohoal imta cusiody,
as  euthoritioz launched  an
investigation indo the moasons af
the cofiapse. Feshewar palice
chiol =aid the building was
structurally weak. Howewer, the
schocl's camer sad this woek's
rainz had weakened ono of the
roafs, accomding S palice.

‘Mo one can repdace & chilkd,
and financial assistance cannot
case the griel of parenis,” KF
Geverrior Fagal Karim Kunid saic,
acoanding oA siaboment ksued
by iz affice

*The families. of chidren who
lest thair ives T the 1.r-1g-n-::;a wiil
recaive Fnencal agsistance of R 1
milicn [F410] pach, while the
injured il ba gien Ez 300,000
|%1,083] 2ach. ®

Khyber FPakhiumkiwa
Gowerriar  Faizal  Karim- Kurd
yisitod tho aflected =chocl and
assined ihe moda thet amone
fourd respanshla for realigence
would fame  punishment. . The
governor said that, owing o the

nagligence of
samenctetion, school auditz had
ot boen conducbed. He ohessed

the previous

that. the inwestigation  would
examing the mesomibiEes of all
partes irvohed, from tha school
awner to the relevant gavemmeant
departments

FIR names OWIMErS,
contractor
The . FIR  alleges  that

substandamd matarials were Lsed
to corstruct the schoo! Buiding
and that complainks sbous the
deteriomting canditian of its walks
and rools had proviowsly boen
mized but’ignansd by the schoal
owners. Acconding to the FIR
regishered at &gha Mir Jani Palica
Station, the mofz af the nursery
clazsmami on the second flocar and
the ground Foor coedapsed in the
rcidant.

The casme siotes thai the
sthool premises cover 16 maras
ol land owned by Waheed and
Jawed The  bullairg was
consiructed afier the fard wes
asoquired ar leass in 2024, The FIE
names: the contractor mesponsibie
for the constructsor, slong with
tha  ccheaol CcATIErS . and
shamhoiders, == cert of the caza
conceming the tragedy

An idital oot issued by tha
deputy cammissoner also painied
o the uwe aof substandard
construction maderats in the
sthaol buildirg.

Droaulsle Eﬁmpemtlnn

Fedaral Minstor for Kashmir
Aftairs,  Gilgt-Batistan - and
SAFROMN Engreor Amir Mugam
an Fridsy anraunced doubling
the compansation ior families of
children kifed in the Dir Colomy
schocd Guiding collaps=e  and
piedoged %o build & gowemment
school i the aca

Curing & visit 1o the sccident
site, the minister - exoressed
congolencos o the bereawved
{amil ies on his own behel and on
bchall of Prime Merister Shehber
Sharl and PML-N leacor Mreaz
Sharil. Ho ako afered Fatoha far
the victims

Talking to the media, Amir
Mugam called for 2 thorough

rmeastigetion fo establish the
droumsiances that led ta the
collapse’ and  identify  those
mesponzible for  allewing  the

monstruction of the buildng.

He said the prima mirester had
oroored an ingury ard stressed
thist investigators should complete
the process prompdly and taks
action.  sgainst  thosa  fouad
respanshble:

Tha ministar =d the
mmpercationr amounced by the
Khyber Fadhturidnwa governdr
wauld bo ooubied to provios
groater financial suppart 1o the
affecied famil oz

Dilapidated School
Buildinga

Member  Adwizory  Council
Khybar ~Fakhturidwa, Samar

Hercon Bfour, hes appealed 1o the
poopie  fo help identify
diapidaied sohoo! baildings in
thair ansas, sming the salety of
chifdren is a bop prigrity

In a video message naksascd
hene, she urged citizens to post
pictures o such achool buddings
on socey madia 3o that iha
repection teams could wistt thern
n & fimely marnor end tzks
neoessany actian.

She sad the Gowarnor of
Kryber Fakhiuridras iz parsonaiy
mionitoring the sops boing taken
lor sabeguarding  chidren  in
schoals acnos the previnoo.

samar Haroon  Eilour  said
pblic coopemation was essential
to make the inrcpection drive
succosciul, a5 the sdministration
alare coud not cower all ames.
She asked the poople ba cameo
lorward and play thesr rale in
protacting . the lives o
schoalchidren

School Inspections

Fakiztani authorties ondesed
mpections of all private schooks in
the norhwestem provicce ot
Khyber Pakhiunkbewa  afior 2
schoal noof oollepsed and killed 34
droidren and & ipacher, as some
‘wctims” relates szid e structune
previously wes reparted to be
AL

Tha provincial gaovemment
announced an inwestigation mba
thea cause of Thursdey's cofapee a1
Al-¥herr schaod &z victims” families
demanded justice. A% loact one
family member said he had
warned the schoo! camer about
leaks:

Folioe on Thursday amesied
thez zchoois - owner, Mohammad

Khan.  Feshawar Police  Chief
Bapad Ahmeo said the buikdrg
was strocturally weak and Khan
told officors that mecent rains had
woakaned ane of the moofs,

The govemment ameor, which
wee szen by The Assodated Press,
directs  Khyoer Fakhtunkhwe's
eduration dopartment 2o establ ish
distnct committess to irepect
privase schoo! buildings throughout
the province and =ubmit - findings
and recommendations within thee
ooy

Thiz rspectons  must  cower
premizcs that s owned 8z well as
those #hat am mnted Spacéic amac
ta checks in the buikdings include
mofs, coilings, wals, colmns,
bearns, foundetions and staircsses
Ditricts. must  reguine  ungent
technics  sssemment - and clesdy
echioad buiddings as=afe, in need of
mpsrs  oF - mMprovements, oF
patertialy ursafe, te ondor saym.

On  Fridey, gosemment
spokesperson  Samar ¢ Haroan
Eifour cepressed grief gwver the
douthz and injuries of chiidnen. Ina
videa message, sho appealed to
parenis bo peovide information
about - schools  howsed in
siniciurally weak buldings; sayng
the: governmont alo  was
conaldctng inspectiors to hep
prewend similar {ragedes m e
furtues,

Emorgancy omews o amived
within five minutes of lbeing
aleted and averyono -irapped
beneath the rubble was recowened
by the fime the ooarstion erded
Thearsdaye Rescuers puled at leasi
a0 childrer al e tram the debriz;
s2id Bils Faiz, & spokespersan for
cmergency saricas N Feshawar:

The callepsed ool was =
traditiomal stroctune made of mud
and brcks and some of the
childnen trapped boneath died of

cation, Faizisaid.

Speaking from a haspital bed|
injured teacher MWahwish Zaman
zaid the collapse happened so
suggenty that no one heed Bme bo
ooCApE:

Zamnan gescribod being in her
classmoom when she haard & loud
crash from the ficor abdve. Bedoms
che could warn hor shidents to rin
o safaty; the coiing fll in She
wag  unconscious when sne was
tawon to the hospital and ler
tearmed many of har students had
Ol WEWS DELK

19 Muslim nations slam

Colombia’s Jerusalem

Foreign ministers
urge Bogota to
reverse decision,
warning it
undermines
prospects for a
two-state solution

Colombia's new
president has
restored ties with
Israel after his
predecessor
severed relations
over Gaza war

Pakistapn -anad 1B other
Mus!im countries have strangly
conoemnsd Colombia's

navguration of 1tz emoessy in

darsalem, saying the mave

contravencs - relevant  United
Nations Sacurity Couril
meorutsons  and - underminas

nternational effarts 1o achiowe &
st and lastng peoace based on
& two-state molution.

Colombes ciarad s
ombessy. in Jerusalerm  an
Wednesday, becoming the 10th
oumtry o do so, Bs now
Prezidert Abelarda da la Espriella
rewprsed his prececessor's broak
with israel by alzo restoring & free

trade  sgeoment between the
Ao coundrias
Fakistan, Algaria, Djoauti,

Egyoit, ndioresia, Sordan,
Kauwait, Lebanon, Libya,
Malayzis,  Oman,  Falestine,
datar, Yemen, Saudi Arabla,
Somalia, Syria, Sugan, and

Turkiye have condemned the
mave to open the ambossy

In 8 joint: statament issued
on Friday, the foreign ministers
ot the 19 cauntries nejecied any
meazune iniended o alier the
legal or hestarical status ot

Head Office address: CHfice Number 18, Pirzada Street, Fir Mohaellah, New Find Sukkur. Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousaf Rafig.

Embassy

CCCLpE Jerusalem ar
recognise it as farael's capital.
The statemment said such
measures. were " rull and woid”®
and had no legel affect, citing
reseuant LN Sacurity Council

and Ganeral Azmombly
razolutiora particulary
Resolutiors 47& and 478,

adoptad in T8ED

The ministers sasd Jerusalem
was parl ot the Falestnian
territory ocoupied i 1967 ana
noted  that the resolutions
rejected attempts o change the
city's character or steius and
calfed o0 states to withdraw
their diplomatic missions from iz

They urged tha Colomibian
gowermment b> reconsdar and
reverse its declion, gphold its
oiodigations under intemational
law and refrain from messures
that prejudice the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian peaple

The ministers aso eaffimmed

support far the  Palestnian
peapie’s right b an
independent and soworcign

state, with East Jarusalem as itz
capital. KEWS GEsK
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Celine Dion’s
Diamond Goodbye
To Paris

Farst worn at tha 1597 Cacars
Celine Dicn debuted & reimagined wer
sion of the shimmaring Charal gown

ot her perdormance in Faris this week.
Adomed with thousands of jew
gls and beads, the new oreation iz &
celebration of fashion history, orafts-
manship and the singer’s enduring
styiln legacy

Tha breathtaking couture gown

has be=n reinterpretad by Chanal's
creative director fdatthiou Blazy,
bnnging an iconic style moment back
to lide
Celine revesited har
Acadomy Swards moment for
her final shows of the yeor,
which ako included the stun-
nineg 18-karat white gold
Chanel Comate neckiace.
The piece of jowelary is
seb with 1,080 dinmonds
. . waighing mare than &7 carats
i im totad, with a sweoping,

: asymmetrical design ovoking

L | a shoobing star.

Thea origirsl dross was
dasigned by the |aie Karl
Lagorleld and the plunging
sil howette and starry nieck-
lace made far a mema-
| rable red-carpet mament.
| Cial ima periormad
[ | bwice during that cere-
many, singing Because
You Loved e and |
i = Finally Found Someone
] The felawing year,

Celine wen an Oscar

at the 70th Acadamiy
fuwards far parforming

My Hoart Will Go On
fram the film Titardc

It comes as Celine

has bean immartalized
ini Barkie Form:and
honowrad with her
very awn signatura
dell from toy manufac
turar Klatiel - amid har
cometack residency.

The Canadian singer's fig-
uring pays tribute to the nawy,
long-siaevod dress she wore
when she parformed Titanic
theme somng My Heart Will Go
Cinat the 1998 awards
Hapve e

el

lamt
aro

{

Thriller Again!
Jacko Is Top
Of 2026!

Michael Jackson has landad the bast-
zalling af bum of 2024 =o far, with tha hon-
gur coming 17 years after his death.

The late King of Pop died in Jume
2009 aged 50 ot acute propofol intoxi-
cation, with his personal I:I:\h:fﬂil\:lﬂﬂ Cir
Conrad Murray being found responsible
for his passing

&

Gomez Glows In
Prada For Rare Gala

Selena Gomar stapped out ina shimy red
Frads gown at the fourth annual Rare Impact
Fund Benefit in Los Angeles on Wednesday,

Oict. 14
Gomez opars up o PECPLE about the
furds impact, her husband Benny Blanca™

' - support and the message she wants poople
- struggling with their mental heahh to hear
- Fair Sefena Goamer, one of the most mean

inghl measures of success has little to da with
fama or beauty it's knowing that & young
parsan who feels alane can find a place
1o turn for suppart
That misston was at the heart of the
faurth aremual Rare Impact Fund Benalit
on WWednesday, Oct. 14, where Gomez,
34, stepped out in astriking red Frada
goeam far the avent at the Holywood
Falladium in Loz &ngeles on Wednosday,
Dt 14. The embell ished dress faatured &
soulptural waist reminiscent of rose patals,
which she paired with matching red satin
pumRs, sikvar jewalny and sleck har
‘While the look made a statement on
tha pirs carpat, Gomer was ihore to
ceiabrote somathing zhe has spen
years building beyand the beauly
ingusiry: a commitment te cxpandmng
acooms to mental health resawres for
young people. In an exdusive mter-
viewe with FEOFLE at tha benaht,
Gomaz reflects on the progres of the
Rare Impact Fund, which she
famched alongside Rare Besuty in
2020, Created with a 5100 molliom
tundraising pledge over 10 years, the
fund ha= raized mare than $30 million
to support youth mental baalth argani-
zations and initiztives: KEWS DESK

Return With

a naw Biondia album. &
next yaar, @ decade after their

"Spectral Eyves,” written by N
Jahany Marr, former guitariz
aof Tha Smiths, wha also plays
an tha track

Blandie - an amalgamation
af all our differant influences
and eras into somathing

i

Blondie
High Noon!

Ono way ar ancther, we're geiting "%

Mada

The pionoers of now wave am
1o release "High Moon™ early

uta,

auting, and an Thursday
pped the diving hirst sigle

option.’

"This &l bum iz class=ic

e, |lead
simger and

Lt

z

mie He tallz
mie- Look im

~ 3 2 R ; thea mirros!’
4 § | ; Sha
o S contine
i Y Cobbic wad
’ W Harry said "Wife
#T'in o state- are
[ maent. “This Two
L W Emaisc taels sdas
graundad in of tha
the present., SOME
shagad by coan I
whio Wi arn wihat we
and how rick
we're living revaals
now. " & what wa
valua
thezm |
wod
rik 1t all
o yoal.'
REWS DESE

'Dad | mention tha
healicopters-and naws
crews sad ing above
ow heads on the
top Foor of tho
braspetal in East

“fau're bisth
was dramatic. Lika
owr lives. Owr cone
maction - it is
Biblical. ¥hen
| ask God ta
expdan it to

Madoona’s

Biblical Bond With

Lourdes At 30

Madonra has shared & swoet tibute to her eldast dasghter Eourdes
to celabrate har 30th birhday.

Thea singar, 48, qushad abaut bar Thistical connection’ with Lourdas
as she recallad her dramatic, 18-hour birth.

Barn on October T4, 199, Lowdes' dad is Carles Leon, wha
nna was in a relationship with during tha 1590s betoro they sepa-
rated |ess than & vear after their daughter was bom.

Fecalling the birth of her eldest chikd, the superstar shared a sweat
capticn alongsida chidhood photos of Leardes in ber Wadnesday ik

'Happy Birthday My Lolita! You cama to me in a Dream. A fever
dream. & Dream called Lile. ¥ 1 tried to write it all dewn, | waould cry &
river of tears,” Madonna wrote. Youor chin was tited uwg in my birth canal
you were looking for the stars you wers stuck, After 18 haurs of labor
and your heartoeat slowing down, an emergency C-section was the only

But his legacy continues as. The Essential
Michael Jacksan is currently leading the race at
the dose of the third guarter, adging shead of
racords by modem artists including Olivia Chean
amd Harry Styles amid the closely-fought contest
The surge in sales has been significantly boostod
' thanks to the release of tha late singar's biopic Michaed,
which was rebeased in Spril and stars his real-life nephaw,
Jalaar Jacksan, 0

The U¥'s Cffictal Charts Company confirmad that the
ZB-track greatest hits album - origmally released in 2005
= ham sold awar S08 000 units with zales across down-
loads amd streams as well as physical salps.
oz Michael's compilation ol bum overtakes

s, (0ilivin's Tha Art of Loving which is in sec-
R ond place and Harry's Kizs All The Time.
Disco, Occasionally in third

With tha recent Michaal Jacksan tilm
no doubt introducing a new genaration
of pooplie to his music, it's little won-
dor that his other works have also seen
A resungonca;

Michael's icomic 19862 Thrillar
album has climbed to' number 16 n
the charts, while his seventh studio
album, 1987 's Bad, iz at number 20.
WEAT DESE

Kate Moss Pouts With
Vapes On Lunch Date

Eata Moss showed off her supermodel pout 2s she
carried bwe vapes while enjoying an al fresca lunch

date on her awn.

Thie micdel, 52, cut a chic tigure. as she sak out-
sige north London's Lemonia rastaurant, glancng
at a Lous Yurtton Magazine.

For the occasion, she looked stylish in-a
black Dior Cannage Jacket, styled 'with Lavwrs
Crange Tab Jeans.

Kate shickded her oyes with a pair of sun-
glasses and toted har belongings in &
Bottega Yoncota hand bag.

Tha model, who was picturad taking a
phone call, finished off her cutht with a
black balt and boots.

Her cuting comes after har sister Lottie
Mozs laid bare thew fractured relationship, claim-
ing har sicling 'doezn’t want anything to do with
me” and ‘just didn't really ever bond'.

The influanicar, 28, revealed the par hava
‘mext ta o relatonship' and admitted she falt 'bat-
ter and armbarrassod’ that her sibling wowld
ignore her text messages and phone calls when
she wazs grawing up.

Lottie explainad sha and Kata, who have a 24
year oge gap and share the samao father. 'grew wp in
different times’ and they now 'don’t have to all pre-

tand to got along’

Kate and Lottie's father Poter had the supermodel
and her younger brother Mick during his frst marriage
to Linda Skepherd, bafora tha :nup?e direcnoad in
1987 when Kate was 13.

He then went on to mamy inger Solnordal, 2nd
weloemed Lottie in 1998 whon Kate was 24.

Speaking on O via Athwood's podcast Olivia's
Houwsa, Lattie zaid: '"God me and my sizter iz guite a
tricky ane and | wauld mever normally tadk about it. |
naver say anything she is, vou know, Kate Moss and |
dan't want o upect har. MEAS DESE

Katy Turns Heads
At Selena's Event

Katy Perry turmed heods in & plunging little bleck
dress ms she attended the Rare mpect Fund Benefit
hald at the Hollyweod Pallndiam

in Los Angeles on Wednesdey.
The singer, 41, looked
gorgeows as che stopped
out to suppart host and
founder Salena Gomez,
34, at the fourth annual
ewant
Katy dared to bara o
zha wient braless beaneath
her cut-out black number
which had crasm bow
detail ing down the front.
Aipwing her racy
dress to do the
tal king, sha kapt
har acoassories
b & reir e,
adding simpla
diamond studs
while her reven
trossen wers
styled with o
cantre-partng.
The
Firewark hit-
mBkar wWas on
fina form as she
graced the pink
carpat, poging
this way and thet
as she shiowcesod
har slendar
frame

She then took

her sent irsida the
event where she
renglod with the
likes of mctress
America Farrers and
Selena's husband
Benny Blanco.

Selene laumched

Rare Baasuly, her
first-ever makeup and

beawty line, back in 2020
just meonths after intro-
ducing the Rare Impact
Fumnd, which iz siming to
raise 5100million ovar a

decada in support of men
tad haalth advocacy snd
SETVicES

Chvar the lest i year,

the Rere Impact Fund hes
ruised a reported total of
F30millien.

Selena has publicly bat-

ted her own mental health
issues; having boon disg:
riosed with bipolar dicorder
= n condition that cauaen
extreme mood shifts = in
2018

HEWEL DE
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Pakistan eyes $1.5 billion

WB-backed

Alvarez & Marsal
proposes combining
World Bank and MIGA
guarantees to help
Pakistan secure
competitive financing

In separate meeting,
Deutsche Bank exprasses
interest in advising on
power distribution and
airport privatizations

Pakistan is exploring a
proposal to rase
approximately $1.5 billion in
financing badked by World
Bank Group guarantees, the
finance ministry said on Friday,
as lslamabad seeks cheaper,
lenger-term borrowing 1o
manage its external debt.

The proposad comes a3 the Souih
fizan nation works bo divarsify fs financing
Fources and reduoe el isnce on expersie,
shomi-tarm  borowing afer repoaled
bafance-of-payments crises forced 2 50
zpak essstance trom the intermational
Monotamy Fund.

Pasistan, cumantly impiementing 2 B7
ol ion |MF bafout program, hes retumed
to international dabt markots through
pravate placements, Farda bonds and
Eurobandz Tha gowemmont says it wants
to wme imp markal acoems o
refirarce’ coatly geot and  ewsend
nepayment pefiods without incroasing s
cworall eubormal debt Burden

“Tha Finance Mncter welcomed the
oroposal of ‘comiining 2 World Bark
pol igy=cesed guaranteo with: Whlblateral
Ipwestment Gusranies .ﬂ..qr:nl:}' (L] ]
cowerage  to attract . financing &t
competitive ralos, with 8 pobontal
financing tanget of approximatey 1.5
pillion; subject to the guarantes enveloce
and tranzacton structure,” the minisiry
zaid in & staternent after Finance Minister

Il exports surge (o
S435mn in September
Faiistan's IT and tedh exports mzo b 5435 million in

September 2024, the second-highest manzhly figure on
recond, Schiser o the Finerce Menstor Khurmam Schotoad

zaid oni Friday

In a post on X, Schofrad ==id the September iokl wes

‘iunammad Aurangeet
mel  with Ell:-'n-al
corslting i
Alvarer & Marsl
an e =idalines
aof the annual
meelings of the
WE ard Waord
dank T
Barghok
Word  Bank
gusTaniees. can
h s | g

couniries abtsin pommercisd firarcing on
mone favorable terms by reducing nisks for
fondors, MIGA, a member of the World
Aaric Group, provides guarantess against
certain investment and financing rizks,
hepirg mobilize pawate capital in
COVDIODD B OInOmies.

Combining the two instruments could

f-utm'riullry allow Fakisftan bo  attract
inancing &t lower oz or with longer
maturities than it could athersse. secure in
nbemational markets

Tha ministry. said the disoussions
nduded leveraging existing World Banx
rogources, combining budget suppart weth
gusrariess and  bmsdening patticpatian
by intemational imeestors

Aurangzeb  emphaseod wsing - an
existing World Bank Dewvelopment Palicy
Cperation, rathar than regotiating 8 new
framewcek, to avcid dolays in arranging
thes propased finarcing.

He aso supparted further oxamination
af the propesal by the Finence Divsion,
Ecoramic Affais Civision and World Bark
Geoup, acconging o the statomant.

The ministry did not idendify potentix
farders, dischosa proposcd barmowing
lerms o prowide a tmeline for the
transaction. & abo did not say how moch of
the prooosed 51.5 billion  would be
covered by Werd Eank Sroup guaranices

Fakiztan hes presicusty ‘used Workd
Bari guarantees %o mobil ke commesTis!

gowarnment s
achioving 3100 hiliiar in
armual exparts oy 2055

Coondinator ta the Prime Minstor
on Commeroo and Industies Rana
Iheaan Afzal Khan has reaffirmed #ie
commibment

borrowing,
including 8 £700
miffion financing
arrangement
supporied by B
| million
policy-based
| guarantes-in 2017
The el
proposal

comes &6 ldemaned seaks o sumain s
E=mnoMmic. recoveny dospite highar glocal
cnangy costs and disniplions assocaisd
with the oonfinuing Middlo Esst cordlict,
which have eddad prezzure o the moort-
deperaent ooanomg

Financa Mimstar Wiubammad
ASurmngzeh alzo met World Bank Fresident
fj=y Banga ourng 2 dinner hostad by
Thailand's prime minister an the sideines
of the Workd Sank-IMF annual meetngs in

Harghkol:

“Tha  occasian provided &0
oppetiunity  for  mformal  nteraction
slongsion the ongoing - hagh-lowal

engagemenis & the annual meetings,” the
financa ministny said on Friday.

PRIVATIZATION PUSH

n 8 teperate meating 0 Banglok,
Surangeel mot & defegation  from
Deutsche Bank, which exprossed intonost
in prowiding strategic adkisony support for
Pakistan's prwatization program, intiuding
ohectricity  distribution . companiegs and
majar airpors.

The govermment = sen-'.n? 12
accolorste the e o restructunng of foss-
making siale enterprises under it IMF-
backed reform agonda, following the
privatization of national cemiar Fakistsn
Irbermtional Airl ines last year

Aurangret fold Redters this. weak
Isamabad capacted to complate five o six

Mission 5100 Billicn: Pakistan's Export

inancing

privatizazion iransactions odring  the
current fizcal yoar, poterdially resing mone
thar 31 billior

The first phese of the electiicipsectar
pregram covars dsiribution companies
corving  Islamatsd, Faialabad  and
Quiranwals, while the govemment s
pursuireg private-secior mansgement of
mEor arpors i Elamabad, Kamachi ang
Lahome.

“The Finance Minister weicomed
Dautsche Bank's interest in stratagic
advisory support  for privatioation,
including power distrbution companies
and major airporis,” the fmance meEnEstTy
said in & separste satoment:

The ministry did not specify whethar
Dausche Bank had submitted a formal
propazzl or idertify e transactions n
which it might paricipaso.

Pakistan's :Privatzation Commissien
zaid sarlier this maonth that nine interested
pariss coern prequal ified far the sals
ot Gujramwata Elaciric Power Company
inclucting three Tukish enengy companies.
Freparations ame abo underaay for tha
privatization of islamabed Eleckic Supgly
Campany and Faimlabsd Eleciric Supply
Campany

The ainpart irebstee, . moanwhile;
mueclves bringng . privete opereioms inio
the management of maor - ntemational
airparts rather than sslling the undarlying
nemois.

Lazard Delegation

Monsovar, the finencs minisier also
miot with 8 Larand delegation to discuss
mining investment, financing
diversification and Palkstan sowcnzign
credit ocutiooi

Surangreb welcomed proposals for
blended finapce, sintainabidity-linked
lowrs, guarantesd Sukuk ard debt swaps
to bepeden funding sources 2nd mprove
Fnancing berms. He highiighsed Pakistan's
rectared  intemational capital  manoot
ace=s snd plara far further issisnces,
inckucing Farda bonds

Ha omphassed cost d=ciol e,
al ignment with tha medium-teem financing
sirstegy, and prepamton to benetit from
Fevourable market conditiors Both sides
dizcussod  sowereign  rating. advisory
wppot, pol icy prodiciabi Sy and stranger
poonomic eelienoe o wppott poges
towargs the BE mbing categony

It was agreed that folow-up would bo
coandinated througn the Cebt
Managemen: Offce and the State Bank of
Pakiztan, with Lazard proposing a short nate
ot ining s recommendation s, MRS bES

$100bn export goal by 2035: Thsaan

Race for Susisinabke Export-ied Highlighting  key initiatwes, b
Prospority,” bmought  together  oaid tho | Metiona! Tesff Folicy
policymarars, aconomists, 20525-30 aimed o rationalize duties
o respachers and bisiness aomoos approximatedy 7,500 tariff

l'ines, gradualy ediminato
reguiatory and additional
cusiams  duties, - and

£2 million below the al-time high of 3937 millicn set in
Docomber 2025, Exporis grew 18 parcent yeanon-yoar

through  comprehansive

srade rofarms, imoroved Export Roadmap to 2035

P ekl Sargel s ELE S By b

mduce  the  maximum

and 10 percert month-ar-month, market access, industrial . custams  duty o 15
IT exporis for the fil qoarier of FY27 [uy | competitveness and [ | percent o improwve
September) totalied $1.25 bifion, wp about 18 percent | sustained Dod iy ﬂm mmﬂg_ﬂm .ﬂh |am i R S e o e |
from the same period |8zt year, be ssd, implemoniation. R Mt || o it —— [ = comeeditheness
Schehzad credited the growth to targeted incortives #ddressing the | of ELgTI e d e | - o b= said tha
in e F27 bodget far eaporiers, and for ithe T seciorin | closing comemony of the | =5 e - . | | ) s | QoWEMMmERt wEs
perticdlsr, a5 wall 25 to & strengtherrng digial cconomry. | 39th  fAnnual - Seneral = reviewing approemately
He =gl these weno supporting saports, non-dett toreign | Mesbtngand inbemational | = e I S0 regudstary
ouchange sarnings, high-value jobs and PFakstan'zs | Conference: of  the iinl B::::- ﬂm-'-h“'uh_ reciHrEmEnts and
integration with global markets. Mewd pes Pakistan Sociesy  of = | W M ¥ || meyem | ramoving  LNnotesary
Cievalopment Economists | il sesiiesom | | S St | | g e em. | |7 S cartification and
[FSOE), angansed at tha [y i 1y e LT | '3 Tifwittem | mgpoction  procooures
Pakistan  Institute . of e

ander the Export Policy
Crder fo  facilfisie
businesses.

Rana |hzasn said the Prima
Minister had approved a Trade

Gold prices inerease by

Rs 2,800 per tola

Develcpment Ecanomics

[PICE) heme, he sad Pokistan was
mowing Sowamds an oxpart-onented
ECOnoMmy. bo OVETCOmS  reckewing

ropreToriEtives 1o disouss sirategios
for enhancing Paidstan's exporis

Rana Ih=an sajd thie

The prices ol gold ‘w#nessed &0 increase in the ocal | ecaromic chalienges ard ansume - gowermment’s oxpont tamgetz of 380 Facilitation Board to  improva
markat on Friday, with the price of 24-ksrat goid per tola’ | sustainable growth, said a news  billiar in the medium term and 3100 coordination” among government
rising by Fs2 800 to stk ot Bs440,638, accoming to mates | releaze. billion by 2035 required structural agencies,  streamline - export
paied oy the AL Pawsian Sarals Goms and Jewellen The two-day conforonce, thamed  reforms, expart daersilication and  logistics and reduca port-related

Aeociabion. MEWS D "Mizsion §10T Billion: The Mations  sironger industnal prodactivity Coslis. MBS DESE

Pakistan to chair WB. IMF Boards in 2027

Pakistan returns to the
chairmanship for the first
time since 1953

] intermationas
ﬁsran:a. mstifutione
They mpresent the
MHITIDar Counsrian
ana gatarmine the
| ‘broad directian of
the onganisabons.

Fl:’lﬁnwirg the

chairmanshig.

He ako mez WHG Vice President and Corporste
Socrotary  Aradhana Kumes-Capoor. to discuss
instAuiional support ard coondination duning Faostan's
tarmi

The mimistes alza met Governce of the Cantral Bank
of Faraguay Carlos Canvello Epalding.

He congratulated Spalding, the oubgoing chair, on

I a key development, Fakistan has beon nominatea
b chair the Boards of Sovemars of the Inlemational

Menatary Fund [IMF) and ihe World 8ank Group (WG
in 2027, the Minisiry of Economic Affis said o
Friday, mareing the country’s first such appairimant

zirce 1QG3.

“Federal Minister for Economic Affais and
Diovemior WEG for Fekiziam, Ahed Khan Cheome,
announced a3 the ncaming chair
of the Boads of Govemors of the WEG and the

fas bean 1omal

IMIF for 2027, road a statemens,

The anncuncemont wes made dusing the
plenary session of the 026 WO MF Annual

Meetings in Banghkow, the statoment read.

"The farthooming chairmarship pravides
Fatistan an mportant opporiunity to contrioute
dovelfopment
doliberatiors and facil itate constractive dialogue
amang member countries ata critical jurciwens far

acomomic  and

to global

the muHilateral systam,” the ministry ced.

The Boands -of Govarnars of the WED and tha IMF
are the highest decision-making bodies of these two

planay,

Ahead Cheeme received a bnefing from the 'WEBG
Corparats Sacretarat on the responshilities of the  dewclopment and finsncal syciom, HeEws ek

confributs

highlighted Pakistan's
strengthening  the woice of - developing
coUntrios,
predictable
arhancing coomdiration among multilatomal
ogyeiopment -institutions,  and mohbilising
privaie capiel b0 suppor sustainabie and
inclusie growth.

the =icoessful completion of hi ienure and
commended his stowandship of the chamanship.
The fwo exchanged views on the nesponaicd ities
of tha office. and pricnties for the yaar ahasd,
praviding ar opporiunity to benaht from the
aurigoing chair's euporienoe and irsights:

Curing the mestings, the minister

commitment o

promoting  affective  and
el g
development  firancineg,

He reaffirmed Pakistan's resofve 1o wark

closely with the WBG, IMF and member
counsries &0 foster canstructive dialogua and

o & more responsive - multilateral

5:|ll.|r|:|'u:|l, Oetober 17, 20256

NEY

Textile export
increases 5.206%

Pokiston Taxtile Exports Surge 5.28% i &9y s
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Textile axports witressed an incresse- of 5.26 per cant
during the &=t querter of the fiscal year [2026-27) a3
compered to the same pedod of st year,

Tha textie exports from the coundry wene necondied ait
S 35.025 ol ion during July-Septomibes [2028-27) against
tha exparts of US $4.775 billion durng Jul-Septomber
[2025-25¢, acconding 1o the dats reloased by the Fakisisn
Buresa of Statistics (PES].

The texiile commpdiies that coninbuted in trade
growth included cotton yam, e export of which
incresed by 2447 perent 5o 3227.10% ‘milion from
E1E2.447 million, while knibwear export surged by 4.14
percent o 51,482 mdlion from 51,423 miflion. news pex

Weekly inflation
decreases 0.04"%
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he Sensitnve Prico Indicator (5F(-based weedy
inflation decreased by 008 pemert during the weck
ended on Cclober 15, 2024, for the tombined
cansumption group, the Pakistan Bureau of Ssatstcs (PES)
reporied here on Friday,

fAccording ta PES aate, the ‘5P| for the weet uroer
meview decreased fo I7Z£] points from 372.58 paints
recomded in the previous weok. On 5 yoarcreyoar basis,
the 5P| incroased by 11.38 percant. The weelkly 5P, with
bese year 2015-16= 100, povers 17 urcen centres and 51
e=mential iterns for alf axpenditue groues.

Tha 5Pl for the lowest comsumption group fup ba Rs
17,7321 dacessed by 004 pancent bo 354,35 points from
J56.5h HEWS DeLK

Pakistan’s CAD
widens nearly

a-fold in Sept 2026

CURRENT ACCOUNT DEFICIT 5356 MILLION

Aap G B e b faneal - Bes P01 6 BRI M warpsi

Paigstan’s oument acoount posted o deficit of 3254
million in September 2004, data nelessed by the Siase
Bank of Pakistan [58F) showed on Friday.

The latest higum follows = defict of 73 miliion
remonded i Augast 20248 and a surpls of $133 millien in
Septomber 2025, The August 2026 deficit 'was revised
dawen from 358 million ba 373 millian

The deficit came from a significantly higher mport b
and a mangiral increace in expoeis during the month.

In' September 2026, the oountny's iotsl axparts of
goock ard services amounted bo $2.95 billion, up ower
5% a5 pompared bo 53472 billion i the same month of
the provious year.

Mearmthile, total imports dodied in st 4725 bilion
durmg Septomiber 2026, an increase of over 23% ap a
yeary bacis, as compared bo BS99 billion i the same
month fast yoar, aoconding o SEF dafin. NEAS GESE

KSE gains 233 points

KSE-100 Indes +13555 peinm @ «0044

~ 166,41972

—
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Tha banchmark KSE-100 Incdex ot the Fakistan Sinck
Excharge (FSX) continued iz posituve momertun on
Friday, ganing 233.55 points, a positive change of 014
percent, ta dose at 168, 479.72 paints against 166, 184.17
poinis recoeded in tho previous trading session

The neady mamket wineszed & traging woluma of
15530 million shares, compared b 517.6801 milon
sharps traded in the provious session, while the traded
vaiua stood 21 Rz 18.67F bilion sgrinst Bs 23.571 billian:

Market capital saton sdvanced to B3 18.47%F trilon
frorn Re 18.475 trd ion recordod A day aariion. MBS DESK
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UN Warning: 100
Million Climate
Refugees?

Climaie change i threatening el fhoods
ard forcng people from ther homes across
South Asiz, but techmalogy and govemment
action could help limit the domage, tho
LM migratian chicf tald AFF on Friday

Rizing seas, flocding and drought
threaten homas and farmlard, Sy
Pape, Director General of the
Internaticnal Cirganizaton tar
Iligratzon (FOM ], said during a visit
to Mew Diel b

In the Himalayas, she poirted
to Mepals Sagust 26 deaster,
when a mourtain and glacier cal-
lnpee triggered deadiy floodng,
whena IO zent bumanitarian
aid ko halp.

In & waorst-case scenaric, Up
to 40.5 million peaple 0 South
Asin may be forced to move by
2050, according to 10K,

When they can't produce
faod, when they can't feed their
| ivestock, it incraasas the likeli-
hood of deplacement,” said
Fope, "The first adaptation is
pften for poople ta maove *

Popa said o imata
change was also accelerating
urbianisation in India.

'As papple senk sheltor
from heat, they're going
nto wban contres,” she
zaid. The risks are partic-
wlarly soute in South
Azia, wherne vasi populas
tiors and |imitad
resources loave many
communiies vidnerss
bio. "Thare's a lack
ot urgency globally
about the reks that
vilezrabda come-
mwnities are fac-
ing,” Pope said,
waming thal
tunding ta holp
residerls pre-
pare for ol imate
change
remaned mad
pgunte. AFF

Zelensky Finds Friends in
FEurope as US Drifts

miarkots

Zelansky infuriated Trumg further by
ordering Ukraine's forces 1o restart sinkes
on Russian ail refineries in defiance of
Washington's demands.

IMeoanwhile anger in Ukraine has been
heightened by dsruptions to a onticad US-
providad satallite systam that has ham
pered its military's abd ity to countar
Russia’s intenza bombardments
ahead of the harsh wintor

mionths.

"Thiz s mo tme to withdrae
the support to Weraina. This is
no time ta relieve Bussa's
canctions,” Eurspean Council
chiof Antanio Costa said,
standing alomgzide
Zedensky at an EU summii
in Brussels. "Mow it iz
timiz ko increase our sup-
ort, to inCreaso ouwr pras-
sure.” The Ukrainian pres
idant walcomad the back-
ing of “real leadars” in
T Europe ard said there
\wera no signaks that

Moscow is ready “to end
this war". ame

Eurcpean leaders on Friday rall ied
nround Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky as
Kyiv's ties with U5 Fresident
Dionald Trump hawe nasedived
and worries grow that US leader
iz increasingly =iding with Russia

Relations betwaen
Kyiw mnd
Washington have
soured since last
wviaek, when Trump
eased sanckions
on Russia in
exchanga for
Moscow
roleasing

!

Flushed With Success: China
Fires Back With Toi

Barjing told the White House Pross Tecretary Katle Zachana on Friday to visit
Chira “mare aften”, after she smid the country lacked “proper toileis” less than
& week into her new post

After yoars of imense malry between the United States and Chima aver
globally challenging mswes from trade and technology to Tawan and human !
rights, tha US president's new spokespersan took the tea sides’ melationship to
uncharted termtory

Zachana = who previously lived inChina and & due bo wist nest month '1
recallzd in an interview the percoption in 2016 that China would soan avertake -'
the Uinitad States

"1 rememiber this very distinctly, haning just come from China, thinking,
"Mz iz China the next country on tha banzon? They don't even have proper
toifiets,” sho iodd rght-wing influencer Jack Poschiec. In response, China's
foreign minestry on Friday suggested she may want to make anather tnp 1o
the country, "Wa wilcomae: her to wisit China mora often when she has the
appartunity,! spokeswaman Mao Ming told reporters, Bghting back
smile. Trump has a spoken about his " great
relatiorship” with Chira's Presidont % Jinping,
wetea he has met twico this year, though ties
remain strained. Zachana’s remarks come
just day= after what many considered &
samewhat guestioriabla deld m
front of the 'White House
prass corp incwhich she
zppeared to be unable to
areswer basic quashiors and at
ane point referred to her hus-
band = the president. afe

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Maduro Hits
Back At Torture
Claims: ‘False’

Elon Musk unveils
Tesla’s ‘flying” car

Tosla CEQ Elon Mgk unyeilsd what he descnbed as a "Hhying” cor,
eauipossd with thrusters, during & lvestmamsd event at his Sosce¥ rockat cam
pamy's facil ity on Thurcday, Techrical and reguiatony challerges have so far pre-
vanied the much-hyped flying car sectar Fom geting off the groend.

Musk meveaied hiz now Foagsier sports car during a laundy ovent st a
Spacek tost facility m Texas. Curing the demo, which wes lhesireamed on
Todla's X acoourt, the car lsanched fom 2 steen ramp rd larded on iz wheels.
“Flying cars-ano real,” Musk said during the event

Hz edoed that the wohide’s "suocess i not guaranteed” Dul that "itowel
probably work”. Must sxd the csr was equipped with "ultra high-pressune air
tanks " bo proped itgell into the air. The tech bilicnaire dascribed the develon-
mantas “what Happers when you have & codlaboration with the workd s bost car
company and the world's best rocket company,” refering 1o Tesls and Specek.

Thi wahicke wauld g inbo production in 2028, he =id. American aviaton
plonear Gienn Cuftiss debuted the first thying car prototyoe in 1917, But suc-
cesshl desigra have cooome more seriously comtamplated only in rapent years
a2z electric motors end high-perfomance batteries have acvarcod. Bus

Formar Venszuelan Frasident Micolas
Maduro insisted in court on Thursday that
nowly unsaaled torfure allegations against
him and his wife wera 'false accusations.”

Maduro and Cilia Flores, both shacklbed
at the ankles, were brought to court to fece
m rowritten indickmant that expands from an
initial zet of drug trafficking charges 1o
accuse thom of leading & state-sponsorad
reprassion campaign that tortured scoras of
wictima, including threa Amaricans.

Maduro twice defied a judge’s reguest
that he anter a plea to the charges, instead
condemning them through 2 couwrtroom
interprater o= “fake accusatiors and false
testimamy.” Irkad, Judge Alin K. Hellerstein
took makters inte his own hands, interjocting
that "a plea of not guilty will ba entered on
behalf of Mr. Madura

Flores was lesz combateea. After saying
that sha'd read through & version of tha new
indictment ‘written in Spanish, she told the
judge through tha Spansh interpretar: "l am
complatzly innocent. | am nat guilibe”

Thay ware seized from ther Caraces
lezmie by the W5, malitary wm a nightme raid
in January. Ther trial will begin June 14,
22T, twa wesks |ator than previously sat,
accardeng to A schedula spprowved by tha
judge Thursdany.

fiz thoy hawe m tho past, Maduro and
Floras | stenad to the proceedings through
headphones carrying tha vaica of a court
rogm translator. At times, tha bespectaded
Maduro looked through papers i front of
him.

When they entored the courtroom,
Madure wawed to people in the gallery and
shook hands with ore of kis lawyars, Barry
Pollack, while Flares gave a peck on the
chask ta Mark Donnelly, ano ol har attor
nays.

Poltack said when the charges wera
arnouncad last week that Madurs, 63,
denies them and “looks forwand to his day in
court.” &F

Carney Says US Fueling
Canada Split

Canadian Prima Minister Mark Camoy wamed
Thursgay that the United Skades i tying to Droak -
Carards 53 #t can "oan us” as he unged ai=nch \ !
& baria not to begin a process bowasd separation 5
in Monday s miererdum. 1".

The wobe i1 not & divgct seferenoum onince- §
poandence. &lberts, whick has Fie weorid's ot |
largast prowan ol eserses, wil dedoe whather ﬂ a i

b0 reimain & provinoa of instnuct the gossmment 1
i

8o bogin the logal process toward 2 Sutue e

eronclem of copermtione "This mederendom '
oo at e warst possible time,” Camey tod a2 %
|arge pr-Carada raly in Caigarg. “The waond kas
bercame moie dangenous end divided. Some outside
our borders am womking o besak L sa they coan oam
=" He did pot directly mention the U5 ar iz
President Dionaky Tump in that passago, but has
gohe = in smilsr past speochies. Camey's wamr
ing oame &5 US. President Donald Trump
wiages 2 brade war with ‘Canads and afier
h= repeated threats fo make Carads
fhe Sist US. sivio. s

A siromg majority of voters
belizve that President Dionald
Trump is fall mg short &t home and
abraad, and thay want major
change in the vpcoming midierm
alectians, socording fo a new AF-
MORC poll that raises serious
warning signs for the Ropublican
Party at a critical moment

The survey from Tha
dszociated Press-MORT Center
for Public Affairs Research, corr
ducted less than four weaks befare
Election Diay, finds that registerad
wobers wha identify 2s Democrats
arg mara enthusiastic than
Fepubiican voters aboul casting a
ballot. More voters want Domocrats
1o win contral of Congress and have
a mare negative whew of
Republ icans

The Democrabic sdvantap is
small in some cases, but, taken
tagather, the findings paint
a challenging picture far
Fopubdicans, who ara
clinging 1o controd
af Congross
undar the
waight ot an
wngopular war
with Iran and

Poll:
Voters
Frustrated.
Want
Change in
DC

Owerall, about tewo-thirds of regis-
tered woters say it's “exdremaely” impor
tamt to wote in the upcoming clection,
while about 2 in 10 say it's “very” impor
tart

But ssout threa-guartars of
Demacratic voters say that vobing in this
Movemizars midterm clections i
“exiramely” important, compared with
roughdy & .in 10 Ropobiicans.

Ryan Langbrake, a 52-year-old
Democrat from Columbos, Ohia wha
works in technology marketing, said ha's
especially axcited about casting his bal
lot, and has already taken stega to
enzurn that bis wife and two college-age
daughtars will vote as weil

"I baliowa that thare is changa on the
harizon and these is an exgbement wathin
our party,” he said, pointing to
Demaocrats’ momentum in Chio’s elec-
tipns For governar and US Senate. The
party is alzo investing resources in
Ropublican-leaning states, like lowa and
Kansas, where the political envirenment
has put Demacratic candidates on fricnd
lier footing.

Regubl icans hawe controliad
Congress for the past two yaars, but
about half of registerad vaters mow say
thay'd prefer to see the Democoratic Party
control the Houwse ar the Senata. &P

surging prcas at home
About B in 10 voters avarall say
" tha economy or the cost of living is
amoing their top issues for the upcam-
X ing electicn, while about two-thirds
say this about health cara and tha war
m tran. Other isswes that are strongar
far Trump — like immigration or crima
| — are lower priarities
"The world is going backwards.
Wa cen barely afford anything,” said
Ciana Walker, a &5-yoar-old
Democrat from Decatur, Georgia.
“Everybody's dewn. | don't care if
you're & Cemocrat or Eepublican,
we're all catching hall,”

Democrats are more enthasiastic
abowt voting than Republicans
Less than a month
befare the final
midkerm votos
arg cast, tha
poll fends that
Dremocratic
woters are
miore motis-
watad to
yate
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England in Pakistan
for ODI Tri-Series

The England cricket team has
arriead in Pakistan to participato in

TRI-NATION SERIES SCHEDULE -

tha ODI tri-series  featuring
PAKIST“H 2“25 Fahi:;an_ I:lEn-g‘an-cl and Sri L:.r.ku_
scheduled to take piace from
ﬂl:tnl:.;:l;r 1il to 3;
Officials of - the Pakistan
L Pakistan vs Sri Lanka - Crickat Baard (PCE} welcomad the
- nm IB Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium visiting team wpon is arrival ot
hl-:.mabnld II:inl:-:rr'ml:inﬂauhl Abrpiort.
- e The England squad subseguenthy
L HET Eu Faltiit_ﬂﬂ_ﬂE_England_ departed for @ local hotel. The
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium taam is schedulad to hodd a prec-
- tice sessicn at Rawalpendi Cricked
- Engl — Stadium later in the day,
L uuT 22 ﬁ\lﬁpril#;?l Eﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁl Saggmm z T::l ;lz-ulgns Ewm_p' bagin en
October 18, with Pakistan taking
3 ar Sri Lanka in the opening match
F —F'ﬂl'!lﬁ'tal'l V5 En Iﬂ!d — ai Rawalpindi Cricker Stadium.
= uET 25 Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore Pakistan ond Ergland will fzce
-:ul:hl;:hthur ol the zame venue on
3 x Oetober 20
[ um 2? _E:dklss!f:iaﬁnt:dls 5“ Llﬂahnta i TII:|'||: Ei'nd af I';hn: tri-series in
d U, are schedul ta a  playod at
||I|' Lahere's Gaddafi Stadfum on
=1 — [ COctober 31
L [IBT zg ggdhiﬂ%?ﬂ;ﬁ]ﬁl‘%ﬂlﬂrdﬂr ! Eng|an|:|kr::|uad Harry E-r:-uk
i ], Gus Atkinson, Scenmy Bakar,
FIHAIL Tom Banton, James Coles, Jerdan
- ! Cox Masan Crane Henr
L unT 31 - - Crn b by 0 i v Liar:
Gaddati Stadium, Lahore Dawsan, Ben Duckote, Will Jacks,
Bl phaorig e = T ot Sl el Thsana TPET = i Lol w0 i b olidaage Jamig Owerton, Adil Rashid, Joe
' 5 1 Raot and Josh Tomgue. &8

Fundora On
Brink Of
Undisputed

P

From Zen To
Serum: Wemby

Goes All In

Last year, Victor Wembanyama spent part of his
offseazan in the peaceful compary of Chinese manks
with hopes of growing both memtaly and spiritually

This year, he get roughed up by & rughy team.

Has rationale ssoms obwvious Wembaryama and
tha San Antonic Spurs got near the top of the MBS
micuntan [ast season, then fel in fve games ta the
Mew York Knicks - wasting big leads n all faur of their
losses, Wambanyama dnq:idng he needed to get

Sabastian
Fundora is eyeng &
shat ot bowings
undisputed super
‘walterweight title,
but tha WBC cham-
pian knows he cane
not affard te lock

tougher, o & rugby chub in the south of France was i past

enlisted to help with that mizsion this summer, F:' L T
He got pushed. He got shoved. He got tossed et || = B nights

arcund, He lovad it all. And now, a3 Wembanyama it {1k

gets ready for the scrums aweiing in his fourth HBEA f ) ‘_J 4

=aazan, the French suparster listed ot T-{oot-4 looks .'" =3 =

bigger and stronger, That's great for the Spurs. That
might not be great for the atkar 2% toams.

It fzels like going through something of great
magnituda and {n-nlsnﬂl:e diestiny (far} an:i-:-d','. ~
Wembanyama szid. “We're fighting for the top spot of
the mountain ard wero going 1o have to move pao:
ple m our way. That's just the way itis.”

The goal for tha Spurs this season is clear - a
champianship, and rightly so. Aiming al arything else
would maks no serse, cspeoaly after winming the
Wiestern Conference Inst season by taking & Game T in
Ditahoma City ta oust the 2025 MB& champions,

It's maot am unreal istc eipectatron. The annuzl poil
of NB& genera managers was released Thursday, and
nat anty did they give the Spurs the nod as faventes
Lo win bhia 02T kla,
they made
Wiambanyama tha
owerachalming pick ta
win defersive player
of the vear for the ,
zecond cansecuira
zgasan and what
would ba his first
Mozt Valuable Flayer
award. ap

mandatons
challerger Ermal Hadribeay.

Fundora [24-1-1, 14 K=} enters tha bout at The
Chefizea inside The Coamopolitan of Las WVeges riding
a four-fight winning streak since his krockowt loss to
Brian Mardoza in 2023

With a potential showdown agairst the winmer of &
progased January matchup between Jaron Ennis and
Josh Kally looming, Fundora could be one win away
fram pasitioning himzelf to unify all four major tithes n
. the 154-paund division
_1_ " cowse, it's pust you guys guestioning it, so
it's gonna remain in my mind, but of course we
have Ermal in frant of us,” Fundora said Thursday
during the final pre-fight news conference. “I'm
ot awarkaoking him coursa, he's tha
nunber ona mandatony for WEBC. Yau can-
nat overlock anybody:*

Tha 28=year-pld southpaiv, nidc:
named “The Tewerng Inforno,” has
eatablished himself 25 ane of the divic
sion’s ioughest opponants becauss of
hiz é-foid-5 frame, reach, and aggres-
=wa punching styla. &4

British Rising Star Kartal
Sinks Svitolina

Fifth-zaedad Eina Svitolina is
aul of the Wuhan Opan afier losing
&-2, 2-6, &4 to resurgent British
plavar Sonay Kartad in the
guarterfinals Friday.

Thie Mao. 170-ranked old Kartal,
who miszed mare than six months
with o siress fracture in her back, has
waon six of her eight matches since
returming to the ol ite tour Sha
beeat two-time Grand Slam
firal izt Jazmine Paclins to
reach thae guarterfinals n
Wiuhan after defeating

reached a career-high Mo, 44
ranking in July of last year Switalina
loat in the quarterfinals st the China
Cipon last waek to eventua champion
Zheng Ginwon.

Kartal advanced to & semifinal against
20T Franch Open champion Jelena
Cstapenko, who beat 1tth-saedad Ciana
Shmmder 7-45 (&), &1, Seventh-secded Iga
Swiatak was scheduled to play a
guartesfinal [ater Friday against Amancan
&nn Li, wha
upsat top

YL - nedad Aryna

el

ninth-seadad ﬁf 7 [l Sabalenn in
Balinda Bencic, the '#{{ji 2 thea second
Tokyo Olympics ?ﬂ round. The

wnner of that
match #all face
aithier Maria
Sawkan or b
Chyealinzkes in the
semifinals, AF

gald medalist, in the
sacond round.
Kartal wha broke 1
Switodina’s serve in ]
the last gama ko
cimch tha match,

'

For Flamengo

Reigning thampions Flsm secumed A wausve 0-0 drew
aveay mgainst Eshocianies de La Flata on Thumsday in the fist leg
of their Copa Lbertadores semitinal

Micknamed "Mengap,” the Brazilan side s simang 1o
becama the first back-to-back Copa Libartadoms champions sinoe
Pefmairas acoomplished the doat in 2023-21.

The deciding seoond log will be
hosbed at tho icanic Marscana
Sfacumm in Eio de laneim on Dok
22 Brardiar clubs contirue to
a=mart their dominanoe in the com- 9%

tition, having daimed the bilz
for each of the pasl sovwen years.
Esbicianies oo La Flats,
meaTwhie, 5 seeking 1o
breark ket sineak and
bacama the first rcre
Brazilien toan fo | ift the
traphy snoo
Argentina’s Rver
Flate i 2018 In
she athar temifi-
rial, ~ 1
Pameiras i
moLrEd

-

BEi

firsi=eg ioed over
Fluminenzse on Wednesday.
The Copa Libertagaornes final is
scheduled for Mow 28 &t the
Centenario Stadarm in

Montowideo, Urugusy. aF

knaw | 'wanted to come
back again. It was very
toughi, so | had to give
my bost lewel taday
to win this match.”
Jodar powered
to wictory in 2 haurs
20 minutes by break-
ing Ruud's serve fue
timas in the second
| and thing soks.
Ha will face
Craniil Medvedey or
Tommy Faul in the
=emifinals. 4

Jodar beats
Ruud to make
Shanghai
Masters history"

Rafaal lodar
became the youngest
semifinal =t in
Skanghai Mastors his-
tory aftor advancing bacause aof his
with wictary against soTye, 50
Casper Ruod on Friday, |
The 20-year-old
Spaniard wes a sot
down and rallied toa
4-6, 64, 6-3 win. It was
the fowrth straight
match at the ATF
Mastars 1000 cvent
that Jodar had
mounted a coma-
back from lcsing 5
tha furst sat .
*Cazpar, | think,
played tha impor-

tant points in the first
sel bettar than ma.”
Jodar said. *| couldn’
win the break paints

Asian Cup 2027
Stays On Course,
Say Saudis

- "] The Asian Cup in January is "on schedule”, Saud Arabian
w ' !! organisers said, after grawing fears for the tournamant follewing
¥ Houthi attacks on the country
L The continent's top football offical said thes week that tha
compatition could bo postooned ko 2028, whila streszing there
was "na humy® to make a decison:
The 5027 Asian Cup is =uppased bo kick off on Jaruery 7 inthe
Saudi oties of Jaddah, Riyadh and &l Ehobar.
in a statement late Thursday, the local crgenising committea
said: "Freparabions remain on schedule for the tournament.
"Thiz work continues in close cogrdination with the Asan
Faathball Carfedaration (8FC] and other relovant stakehalders.”
Snud frabia has in recent days come under sustained attack n o
dramatic ascalation in the war with the Iran-backed Howthi group. &Fe




