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PTI rejects
governor’s rule,
demands IK release

Paxistan Tehnook-e=Ins=f's (FTI joint
pal immeenbary party, comprising members
ot the Mationa Aszembly and Senate, has
simongly  rejecied tha | imposition o
emengency and govemnaor's ke in Khyoer
Fabibivrldres, demandes tho immogiats
roloase of Imren Whan and Bushra Bik,
srad wowed bo continue s political,
parr inmentany and fogal stnggle

The gemards weore. odutlined n a
resalution  adooted 21 & joink
parliamaniany  party meeting: thet
continued for mone than sevan hours and
disciested  the.  colnimp's | political,
coratitstional, socorty and economic
situation, as well & the perty’s  lutome
courze of action.

Accarding ta FT] loadems, the maeting
‘wWitnesed an cakonsSive caocnanga of views
on. key. natioral  isues,  including
gowomars rule, emorgency measaes; the
arest and deentiocn of parly loaders,
amcess o the rcarcerated P founder,
parl ismentany aftsrs and the possicility of
negodtistions with the government.

FTI Chiet WWhip Ma'ik famir Dogar
gescribed the meeting as.an exiraondinany
gathoring, while #he party’s parl ismensarny
lpader in the Sorate, Barisier &li Zafar,
s2id mam than 70 membars had aticnded.

The mecting cecded -that the
parl ismantany parsy waukd play an active
ok ioath imsice and outside par @met. &
commities, bo be led by the oppasiton
leadars, wolk also be constituted 1o
tamnulste the party's tuture stategy

In its - rescltion, the . poing
patiiamentay  pary  reaffimned i
arraeyeiing sfogianoe o FTT founder
Imran Khan, ki izadership ard his vison
for Faosian, pedging o conlinue its
strugge ‘for demacracy, constzutional
supremacy; JEtoe and pundic rights.

The party dermanded the immediste
releass of Imran &han and his wile, Bushea
Bici, in  accorgence  with  legai
reguements. [t aka caled for urmestricted
meebrgs botween fmran Bhan and his
family, lawyors snd authorsed porty
represeriintives.

Tha rescition further demanded Al
implemontation of the Supmme Cour's
drections Esued in Auguest 2008, nduding
gn ngeperdont medicy sxaminaton o
Imirar Khan, ftroatment  at. Ehifa
Internatiors Hogpital #nd e invchvement
ol his personial physician

ExprecIing - sevious. conoem  owers
restrictions an moetngs and sTangoments
far his medical ‘care. ‘the padiamentany
party cafled for e pratection ot His hoaish,
dignity ard lega sighis.

The rescifion stongly condemned
the imposition of emergency ard
pawemar's rule i Khyber. Pakhiun draa,
oescribing the measums 25 an attack an
pravincial avtonomy and the fedorl
principtes enshrined in the Constilutian

The party demandad the immediate
withdrawal of these moazures and the
rastoration ob  the elecied - prowincial
powemmnent lod by Chief Minisier Sabail
dfrici

It alss called for the immediate
rolpase of Afsdi, pravincial sssemby
Speawor Babar Saloem Swatioand FTI
Khybar Pakhturithwa Presidant . Jureid
Acbar Bhan,

The' par ismerdary party mjocted the
estatdishmens of an urelocted ' advisary
caurcil-and: ary arrangoment that would
transéer  the  powers of the  elecied
povincial gosernmeont o bodies fackng
indepenaent constiutional authority

B Centirwed on Fage 7

Prince of Kalat, three
guards kidnapped
in Balochistan

5 mil itants killed in joint security operation

Prince -Muhammad Khan f&hmedzai;
som of Khan of Kalat Mir Sulcrman Cawaca
Jam Abmnedsai, was reported by acductea
along  with his  three guesds . by
anidentified suspects while  travelling
botwoen Soorab and Kalst 1 Balochisian,
sources said on Tuesday

The incident roportad iy foak
piace last nighi when Prinoo 4
Abmedrai was treselling from
Khuxdar o Kaal

The armied =1y
intercepted hiz vehitie during
the joumey and took him and
fis thres zecubty  persarnel
sway o an  undisclosed
locatian

oftficial
confimation - of
the incident i r
Faraied.

Fallowing  the
scodrity  agercies

IFERIEn T,

police,
and  other faw
ans iorcoment suthonzies have lavrched

ohorts toirace the abducied men and
socune thoir safe ocowere

Thene was no immediate mommation
about the whenmabouss of the abdicted
individuals  ‘or  the  cimumsianoos
surmaunaing the incident

Mearawhile, Five mil itants weee kifea
in & jont-sooority operation in Pakstant
souihwestiom Balochitan prowince, an
offical said on Tuesday, amid a sugs in
milikancy in the region,

Enlochiszan, Pakistan's lamgest b
loast ooveloped provinge that icorders
Ir=m and Adghanistan, hes beer tha sito of
A lkang-runiing separatist insegency that
has intensified 1 necont poars.

The =tost opematian was conducted
oy polion and paramediary Frontier Comps
Daced on neparts Abdet mil fant presance

i Karakh area of Balochistam™s Kruxdar
district, acconding fo & prowancial
gevemment scokesman.

“The killing of fawe bermrists during an
intalligence-oesed . ocoaration s A
izstament to the professional capetilitics

of the ssounty forces,” Baiochistan
govarnment -seokesman  Shahid
®e Kind sad ina statement

"Condiruea cocrdinabed
mzasanzs and affactive cperations
are psseriial untll beronism =
mompletcly eradicased [fom the
megion|.”

Tha deselpment comes

amid & spike in - atmcks 0

Eabochiszan, siarg with

kidnappings. of

¥ & civilians - and

'|. gavernment
officisiz

Fakitan's mil itary swd st weak that
an army major end lour soparatst
militands were  killed in multple
operations in the pravimos,

O Ot %8, unidentifiod gurmen
attacked a rnarbie mining s in Khundar
and l:n:l'q:pcd :1.I|:e'-|. 1& local labomers, &
senior pol ice official said on Sunday. The
attack cama two gays after ihe idnapging
of 20 police corstebles inthe province.

o group claimed resporsitil ity har
the =itacs and kidnapoings in the region,
wihire soparatist mil itants have reguenly
tangeied foresgn nationals, infrastructune
projects, security farces, police ard man-
native Pakistanis in recent yoars.

slamabad has "n:!qu:ntb' acrussd
Intia. ot backing mi lant gmoups “and
.ﬁ.l'.-.n:rl"er:-' allowing the Lso of its sail
for sktacks in Pakistan's wiestemn regiors
that border Afgharestar. hew Celhi and
Kabul dany thiz. kWS b

Bilawa

| Draws Line: End

new provineces discussion

PPP scion says only people of Sind h and no one else can decide province’s future

PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on
Tuesday called for

a 'full stop’ to
conversations
regarding the creation
of new provinces.

He mado the romarks whilo
spaaking to the media at Spencer
Eye Hosmpital in Karachi's Lyad
alongside Sndh Chie! Minster
Syad Murad Al Shah

Raiterating his party'sstance in
respanses ta & guestion  aver
“pressare” the PPF was facing
reganding the croation ol new
administrative: unils  and  the
passikil ity af-rofling back the 183h
Amendmend, Bilawal zaid the
paopla of Gind ko ard thair alected
reprezeniatives - fiad  prezented
their dacision and "now wa should
gut s hll stop to o this
COMVETTRAON .

He =aid the Sindh fssembly
nad also-mads ts stanoo in the
mattar ewdent for "at leest sowan
o might times now”.

“The . peapte  here. can
detemrine the fxie of thiz prowinee
and the diy,” Bilawal asserted.

*|-firk we shoukd close iz
topic  because  ihe  people
thermnsohwes have ciosed it," he
said

When asked. sbout - ongoing
comvarsalions . regasding a2tk
coratifrtionsl amendment and
whethar the gowemment hag
spoken ta him in this- regamnd,

LN | T

Hilzraral smply repliod: Mo

The  FPF chaiman was ‘ako
gquestioned about the rocent
dispubs  befwesn  the Karachs
Metropoditan Corporation  [KKC)
and Pakistan Railwayz and  the
fodere! govemment's lack of
intemest in the city

"The ftederal  gowernmment
chouid delinitaly pay stbantion &o
#hig <ity. Marachi iz the country's
coanomic hub.  Everone  ehke
shouid pay ettantion 1o i, " he said

Bilvwa's romarks come amid
an ongoing debate across the
counbry abawt the ceesion af now
admenistratve urits, sparked by
Irteor Mrlr'tar Moasin Magi's
prapasal far a dialogue among al
political partes 1o bBring absout

L

4
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miorms 1o the current govemanoe
systom and call for new provinces
arvd urgent adminisirative whorms
by

A1 the fimea, the FPF had
miomed . the gueston o its top
decisior-making fonum, while the
Sindh chiet minster flatly mjected
% Lehare's lawyers ako caled it
uncemstiutional . and Singhi
nationalist grouss - have  boen
Jomanding the mirastor's
rEsignation

Har.l-:'.ll:-'. o Macui's
mmanks, vanous poditical partes
have alsc gooken FE'-IDI.ITGF“ and
called for the croation of mome

incos or administratve  units

¢ betior governance.

The Muttshida Ozumi

Mocvermant-Fakistan MO -F)
an ally of the PHL-M-led
ruling caalition - has boan
damanding that Karachi ba
designated a provinca
separate from Sindh.

Hewewver, the PFE  which
rules Sindh and & alsa an ally of
the FhL-H govemment . at tha
Canire ‘alorg with MCOM-F hes
strongly oppased the suggested
medwa.

In Geptember, the Sndh
S=zpmbly adopted a resclation
rejecting all 2ttampss ta divide tha
prOVinCE. . S Or  CremtE.  new
soministrabwe arnits, with the THW
Murad declaring that " tham wil ba
mo  compromise  on- o Sindhs
gocgraphical unity” . NEws DESx

JI, government to moot
fuel relief expansion

rel iaf schema, while JI
warned of marching to

[slamabad next month if no

ref ief ‘package’ was
announced
by then.

The decision was mada duning
a  high-leyel meeting  botwoen
Prime Mirdsies Shohbaz Sharif and
A chiof Hafiz Magemur Rebman a4

tha P House, according to 2 poess
relesse issusd by the M Office

{FRACH.

The meeting was offered by Fiv
Shiehbar last manth when urging Ji
to postoone s |slamabad manch,
which it had accepted. JI hes boan
demarding the abolition of the

patromoum lowy  boo raduce  the
curden af heightenod fued-prices
on-the publ ic.

Turaday's. meeting  decidea
that a commities, Comprising
three members cach fram tha

womment and Jl, well presant

tnal recommeadstions  on  thoe

following two messunes:

The premicr informed the )l delegation in

= P

" The:
=

crigis. - s

capacity,
govarnment s

prices due 1o the: Widd ko East situation
Cwrirg the mesting, the prime
minister comweyed 1o dlthat he
= “fully: undeistands e
B burden. on the public
oua to ‘the ncmasa in P
- prices of petroleum TS -
- praducts”, PMIC said.
= He highlighted the S
= goverrment's effort o
provide relief through She
subsidy schome and asseried
that ‘kElamebad was "making
allsout dipfomatic efforts to
esove . the regional .crisa
s that the situation can
retum fo nommal®.
ourrent

oiated o
govomment pol icies
ot to the incrase
n-oil prices in-view
ot -regional  and
intarnational
situmtions.
Howevwvar,
acconming
imanc

croviding

JI gives 10-day dead|ine on petroleum levy

The government and Jamaat-i-
lslamni (J1) on Tuesday decided to
form a joint committes to
recornmend proposals for
expanding the ongoing fuel

nak

i)
al
1ho

melief 10 tha public and will

continiss tooa e, "

he was.guoied as saying

delegatan.
Mearrethile,  Jamaat-e-=slami on
4 said it would proceed with 55 planned march to
the capetal in mid-Movember o peoiest the
govemment’s petroleum kvy, amid rsing fuel
rripes in the counsry.
The anncurcement by Jl chief Hafiz
Mazemru=Rebman came siter iz meet
with Prime Minister Shohipaz E-I'.!rn'?
who Behman sxd had sought sewen

Tuesday

b 10 days to anmounce a relief
far the masses

Palostan's govomiment
eyios Rz 114 per der in taxes
and difies on pedrol and Kz 100
per litar on diesel. In recont
monthes, the excroitant levy has
sparked  profests acroas’ the
counsry, amid mufiphe  hikes. in
fusl prices due o Sulf supoly
disruplionz

&ohman on Tuosday said thet
niz:  party had  presonted
aliprnative  proposal to  the
QUYEmment reganding praviding
mlizgt “ta  |e  public ' ang
gbl ishing the petmioum oy,
adding that they amed %o bang
the prca of potd down to Rs
225 perliter.

" The-gosamment nas socught
seven days for it if the vy i
not sbalished, there will be a
march fo Elamabad in mig-
Movember," Behman vwes quotea
s saying by his party on X

Pakizian's govermmant mlies
on the petmieum lovy a5 .8 msjor

soiurop of ot revenue; with oallections hef ng

The prima minis*er tharkad & for adapting
tha path ot negotations egading the prices
af E:tralnu-r oroducts. PO nated that the
de

finance budgsiany cvpendsunes and moot hscal
tamgets agreed wilh T intematonal Monotary
Fang (MF). The fievy & imposed sepamiety from

cotal sborit the molisk prowided =3 far by the
govemment i the peirloum proounis guots
for the lowsircome egmans, nﬂ'ng that 12.7

million peopie’ hene registened i the subgidy gataon “esprossed its slaace - on. the H'Ebu.npn:-:ufp:-‘.'dnummd.r:t&
schema 50 1ar aboliton of the petrefeum lavy and elicd for Fued prices- romain & politically: sersifive
The reliet  scheme for ownerss of  the public®. o N Pakitan, whene higher transpodtation

and eremgy costs gquicdy feed irto infation and

mataroycles, nckshaws and uehicles of up to
inoreess the cost of fiving.

B0r was rolled out across the country on Sapt
17. Fi# Shehbaz had arnounced the subsdiss
to pase the putfic's Buden amid rsing fued

i Deputy Emir Lizguat Balach, Deputy
Secratary - General d Farazat: Thah,
Islamakbad Emir Masrulsh Randhawa and

Inagatullah wera also part of the party B Cominued an Fage 7

FUEL PRICE UPDATE

PETROL

=l

4 DOWN—Rs279

HIGH-SPEED DIESEL (HSD)

Rs 398.07 / litre

T lcreased by Rs 2.25 per litre

FUP—Rs235

Rs 376.06 / litre

% Reduced by Rs 3.19 per litre
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Memon urges UN
to act on Kashmir
resolution

Sindh Senior Minister and Provincial Minister for
Information, Transport and Mass Transit Sharjeel Inam
Memon has said that October 27, 1947, is a black day in
the history of Kashmir and South Asia.
India entered Kashmir with nefarious
intentions and violated the rights of
the Kashmiri people. Even today,
the Kashmiri people are fighting for
their fundamental rights, and
their sacrifices demand justice
| from the global conscience.

In his message on the occasion
of Kashmir Black Day on October
27, Senior Minister Memon
said that the govern-
ment and the people
of Sindh stand with
their Kashmiri broth-
ers and sisters. The
events being held
across Sindh
reflect the com-
mitment  that
the people of
Pakistan
stand  with
the Kashmiri
people in their
struggle.

He said that Pakistan
would continue to sup-
port the right to self-
determination of the Kashmiri people. The United Nations
and the international community should play an effective
role in implementing their resolutions and ensuring a just
resolution of the Kashmir issue. news Desk

Karachi mayor
directs action
on water
supply issues

On the directives of Karachi Mayor Barrister Murtaza
Wahab, Karamullah Wagasi, Parliamentary Leader of the
Pakistan Peoples Party in the Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC) and Spokesperson for the Mayor of
Karachi, chaired a meeting to discuss issues related to the
water pumping station in Parsi Colony.

The meeting, held at the parliamentary office, was
attended by council members and people from various
union councils. Participants exchanged views on water
supply challenges, while several proposals were consid-
ered to address the problems and explore practical solu-
tions. Parliamentary Leader Karamullah Wagasi empha-
sized the importance of consultation, coordinated plan-
ning and keeping public needs at the centre of decision-
making. The meeting aimed to identify issues faced by
local residents and consider workable measures to
improve water supply arrangements.

Spokesperson for the Mayor of Karachi Karamullah
Wagqasi said that efforts were underway to monitor devel-
opment projects, resolve water supply issues and elimi-
nate encroachments. He added that Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab had taken notice of citizens'
complaints and directed the relevant departments to take
prompt and effective action.

Meanwhile, on the mayor’s directives, Spokesperson
for the Mayor of Karachi Karamullah Wagqasi conducted a
late-night inspection of ongoing road carpeting work in
the Old City Area. He reviewed development work from
Bohra Pir to the City Court, as well as on Chand Bibi Road
and in the areas surrounding Lady Dufferin Hospital, Civil
Hospital and the Trauma Centre. Relevant administrative
officials, UC-13 Vice Chairman Sajid Shah Bukhari, Union
Council President Shakir and others were also present dur-
ing the inspection. The visit was aimed at reviewing the
progress of ongoing projects and advancing efforts to pro-
vide better travel facilities to citizens. Parliamentary
Leader Karamullah Wagqasi said that coordination among
relevant institutions was essential for accelerating devel-
opment, improving civic facilities and resolving public
concerns, He reaffirmed the Pakistan Peoples Party's com-
mitment to public service and said that efforts would con-
tinue, in collaboration with the relevant departments, to
improve basic facilities, address citizens' problems and
make Karachi a better-organized city. NEws Desk

32 Information
Deptt officials
promoted

The Information Department, Government Of
Sindh, has promoted 32 officials and employees serv-
ing in various directorates and cadres to higher basic
pay scales (BPS). The promotions were approved in
separate meetings of the departmental promotion
committees (DPC-| and DPC-II),

The DPC-l meeting was chaired by Secretary
Information Sindh Barrister Kashif Gulzar Shaikh in his
office. The meeting was attended by Director General
Public Relations Muhammad Yousif Kaboro, Deputy
Secretary, Services, General Administration and
Coordination Department (SGA&CD), Taj Muhammad
Halepoto, Deputy Secretary Information Sahib Khan
Bhand, and other members of the committee.

During the meeting, the promotion of five assistants
from BPS-16 to the post of Superitendent in BPS-17 was
approved. The committee also approved promotions of
senior clerks serving in various directorates of the informa-
tion department to%:igher posts in accordance with the rel-
evant service rules.

The DPC-Il meeting was chaired by Director General
Public Relations Muhammad Yousif Kaboro and attended
by Director Information (Administration) Muhammad Tarig
Imam, Deputy Director Information (Administration) Haji
Muhammad Sabir Kaka, and other committee members.

The committee approved the promotion of six junior
clerks from BPS-11 to senior clerks in BPS-14. in addition,
promotions of three junior photographers, two assistant
cameramen, and one film editor to the posts of photogra-
pher and cameraman, as applicable under the relevant
service rules, were approved. NEWS DESK

Kashmir’s freedom remains
Pakistan’s responsibility:

GB CM, Saeed Ghani

Gilgit-Baltistan Chief
Minister Amjad Hussain
Advocate and Sindh
Labour Minister Saeed
Ghani have said that the
struggle for Kashmir's
freedom is the
responsibil ity of every
Pakistani, pledging
continued support for the
Kashmiri people after 78
years of struggle.

They expressed hope that
Kashmir would eventually achieve
freedom, saying Pakistan would
continue to raise its voice at inter-
national forums. They also said
the recent Pakistan-India conflict
had raised hopes of an early reso-
lution of the Kashmir dispute.

The two leaders were
addressing a rally organised by
the Karachi Commissioner to
express solidarity with the
Kashmiri people on Kashmir
Black Day. Sindh Minister for
Tourism and Culture Syed
Zulfigar Shah, Chief Minister's
Adviser Syed Najmi Alam, All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
leader Muhammad Shafi Dar,
Karachi Commissioner Hassan
Naqvi and others also addressed
the gathering.

The rally began at People's
Chowrangi and concluded at the
mausoleum of Quaid-e-Azam,
with participants observing a
minute’s silence to express soli-
darity with Kashmiris. Members
of the Sindh Assembly, govern-
ment officials, schoolchildren,
teachers and people from vari-
ous walks of life attended.

Addressing the participants,
Amjad  Hussain  Advocate
recalled October 27, 1947,
when Indian troops landed in
Kashmir, marking the beginning
of what he described as a pro-
longed period of oppression
and human rights violations.

He described Kashmir as an
integral part of Pakistan and
said the struggle for freedom
could not be suppressed by
force.

“We have struggled for
Kashmir's freedom for 78 years
and will continue to do so,” he
said, urging the international
community, global institutions
and human rights organisations
to take notice of the situation in
the territory.

The GB chief minister also
criticised India's August 5,
2019, decision to revoke
Kashmir's special status, alleg-
ing that it had further curtailed
the rights of the Kashmiri peo-
ple. He called for educating
younger generations about the
dispute and encouraging them
to stand alongside Kashmiris.

Saeed Ghani said Pakistan

\ o A |
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had consistently supported the

Kashmiri people’s struggle.
Referring to the recent
Pakistan-India conflict, he
expressed optimism that the
dispute could be resolved in
the near future. He also credit-
ed the armed forces and PPP
Chairman  Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari with advocating
Kashmir's cause at national and
international forums.

Muhammad Shafi Dar said
October 27 was observed as
Black Day because Indian
troops had entered Kashmir on
that date in 1947. He alleged
that the dispute remained
unresolved despite its being
taken to the United Nations
and criticised the international
community for failing to
address Kashmiri grievances
effectively.

Dar also raised concerns
over the presence of Indian
troops, the imprisonment of
political activists and restric-
tions faced by Kashmiris, call-
ing for a resolution in accor-
dance with their aspirations.

Syed Zulfigar Shah said
Kashmir Black Day was being
observed in Pakistan and else-
where to highlight the difficul-
ties faced by Kashmiris. He reit-
erated Pakistan's support for
their cause and praised efforts
by the armed forces and
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari to high-
light the issue at international
forums. NEWS DESK

Hashmi reaffirms
support for Kashmiris’
right to self-determination

Sindh Governor Syed
Nehal Hashmi has
expressed sol idarity

with the people of Kashmir
on Kashmir Black Day,
paying tribute to their
struggle, sacrifices and
commitment to the right
to self-determination.

In his message on the occa-
sion, the Governor described
October 27, 1947, as a dark and
tragic day in the history of 11OJK.

He said that the aspirations of
the Kashmiri people for freedom,
dignity and the right to self-determi-

nation could not be ignored.

He called for the IIOJK dis-
pute to be resolved in
accordance with the
resolutions of the
United Nations
Security Council.
He urged the
international
community to
play an effective
role in ensuring a
just and peaceful
resolution of the
dispute. The

Governor reiterated that Pakistan
stands with the [IOJK people in
their struggle for fundamental
rights and self-determination.
He said that the people
of lIOJK deserve peace, jus-
tice and the right to decide
their own future. He added
that depriving the IIOJK
people of their right to self-
determination remained a
question mark on the con-
science of the international
community. The Sindh
Governor also called upon
the international com-
munity to take
effective meas-
ures to protect
human rights
in 1HOJK.
NEWS DESK

Aseefa reaffirms
Pakistan’s
support for
Kashmiris

First Lady Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday
reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment to extending moral,
diplomatic and political support to the people of Indian
lllegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) in their
pursuit of legitimate rights, including the right to self-
determination.

In her message on Kashmir Black Day, observed on
October 27, she expressed sol idarity with Kashmiri women
and children, highlighting the suffering they continue to
endure amid the unresolved Jammu and Kashmir dispute.

Recalling October 27, 1947, when Indian forces
landed in Srinagar, the first lady said the day marked the
beginning of a prolonged period of suffering for the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

She paid particular tribute to Kashmiri women who
have endured profound loss and hardship, with many left
to raise their children alone following the deaths or
disappearances of their husbands and other family
members. She stressed that the voices of mothers who
have lost their sons, daughters growing up without fathers,
and women seeking justice must be heard.

Aseefa Bhutto Zardari also drew attention to the
impact of prolonged conflict on children, noting that many
have grown up amid fear, uncertainty and disruptions to
their education and everyday lives.

She emphasised that every child
has the right to education, proper
healthcare, safe recreational
spaces and a future free from
fear. She urged the international
community, human  rights
organisations and the United
Nations to give serious attention
to the emotional and
psychological consequences of
prolonged conflict on children.

The first lady reaffirmed

her solidarity with
Kashmiri mothers,
daughters  and
children whose .
lives have been
affected by [ =
the conflict, - v

stressing that /o= #a¥

the  rights, 57 4%

safety and "E M
future of *
women  and

children must remain central to international efforts to
address the situation in IOJK.

She further stated that nearly eight decades after the
events of October 27, 1947, the right of the Kashmiri
people to self-determination, recognised in relevant
United Nations Security Council resolutions, remains
unfulfilled.

Emphasising the need for lasting peace in South Asia,
she called for a resolution of the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute in accordance with the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people and relevant UNSC resolutions.

On Kashmir Black Day, Aseefa Bhutto Zardari
remembered the mothers waiting for their loved ones,
women shouldering the responsibilities of entire families,
and children whose futures remain uncertain. She said their
sacrifices must not be forgotten.

Expressing hope for a peaceful future, she said
Kashmiri mothers should be able to raise their children in
peace, girls should pursue education without fear, and
every Kashmiri child should be able to look towards the
future with hope and confidence.

She also highlighted the solidarity of the women and
children of Pakistan with their Kashmiri counterparts,
expressing the shared aspiration for a future in which they
can live with freedom, security and the opportunity to
shape their own future. News DESK

Kuwait Naval
Force Chief

calls on
Khawaja Asif

Commander of the Kuwait Naval Force, Rear
Admiral Saif Al-Hamlan called on Minister for
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif here on Tuesday.

Both sides exchanged views on matters of
mutual interest, with particular focus on bilateral
defence cooperation, naval collaboration and
ways to further strengthen the longstanding fra-
ternal relations between Pakistan and Kuwait,
said a press release.

The meeting reaffirmed the commitment of both
countries to enhance defence ties and expand mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation in support of regional
peace and stabil ity. NEws DESK

Sindh CM Murad supports
Kashmiris on Black Day

Sind h Chief Minister,
Syed Murad Ali Shah
has expressed sol idarity

with the people of of IOJK.

: He strongly condemned
Indian ”lega”y India’s occupation of the territory,
Occupied Jammu and stating that depriving the

. Kashmiri people of their right to
KaShm!r (IHOJK) on self-determination remains a
Kashmir Black Day, question mark on the conscience

reaffirming Pakistan's
unwavering support for
their struggle for
freedom and the right
to self-determination.

sion, the Chief Minister said that
Indian forces entered Srinagar on
October 27, 1947, marking the
beginning of India's occupation

of the international community.

Kashmir dispute must be resolved
in
Nations resolutions.

community to take -effective
measures to protect human rights

In his message on the occa-

Murad Ali Shah said that the
accordance with United

He urged the international

in I0OJK and called upon the
United Nations to play its role in
ensuring the Kashmiri people's
right to self-determination.

The Chief Minister reiterated
that Pakistan stands firmly with
the Kashmiri people in their
struggle for freedom and self-
determination.
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
would continue its political,
diplomatic and moral support for
the people of Kashmir. of

He recalled that Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto had
always highlighted the Kashmir
issue and advocated for the
rights of the Kashmiri people.

Murad Ali Shah said the count-

He said the

stressed

rations
Kashmiri
NEWS DESK

less sacrifices and unwavering free-
dom struggle of the Kashmiri peo-
ple would not go in vain.

He emphasized that a just
resolution to the II0OJK dispute
was essential for lasting peace
and stability in the region,
Reaffirming the Sindh govern-
ment's commitment, the Chief
Minister said that it would contin-
ue to express solidarity with
and support the people
Kashmir.  He
that
IIOJK dispute mus
be resolved in accor-
dance with the aspi-
of the

people.
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Islamabad’s
AQI reaches
unhealthy level

Islamabad's fmne particidala matter (FMZ5) con-
centration excoeded the national environmental stan-
dard, with the pollutant’s Air Quality Index ()
reaching 153, classified as unhealthy, according to.2n
air qual ity data sheet on Tuesday.

#ccording to Pakdstan Emvironmental. Protection
Aigancy (Pak-EFA), the 24-hour average P25 concen-
tration was recorded at 6%.& microgrames per cubic
mekre |pg'm?], against ihe Mationa Environmental
Cruality Standards (MEQS) valua of 35 pgfm? — naarly
E8 s the prescribed |imit:

Tha data showad that FM2.5 concentrations. fluc
tuated throwghout tha day, danding at 57.5 pg/m? dus-
mg the first reparting period, declining to 47.4 pgdfm?
during tha daytime period before rising o B0 ugim® in
the evening and right paricd.

The pallutart’s &00 of 153 was categorsed as
unhzalthy, whits the indices for sulphur dioxide (502),
carbon manoxide (CO] and nitrogan dioxide [MO2]
remained in the good category at 248, 28 and 8, respece
trealy Their raspactive 24-howr average concamtrations
were recorded at 184, 2568.3 and 6 pg'm?, all
belaw the HEQS values listed in the dats sheet.

The &0 is an imdicatar usad to communicata tha
lewed of air pollution and its potential health implica-
tionz, helping pacple make informed decisions about
putdonr activities. HENS DESK

Naqvi reviews
Kashmir Chowk

underpass project

Fegesal Interor Wenster Mobzin Masow visded the
Kzshmir Chowl Undenpeass Projact early n the moming ta
rewicw consruction wonk ard assess pogres on the prog
act, which wag laurnched 17 Says ago.

Expros=ng matisfaction with the pace of conctruction,
the ministar said the project could Do completed in oo
than 30 days if work continood 22 the same specd. Durning

the visit, Mohsin Magqui irepecied the argo-
ing construciion acindties and  rowvicwed
the progress mada since the project
llaJn:I'. He examined the peca of work
ﬂ om thie underpass's moaf slab and weils
5 E Tha intzrior minisier expees=ed
—— satizfaction with the spead of con-
struciion - and  the progres
achioved =@ faz He said he
waz ‘pleased to see ' ihe
pace of work on the oot
glab ard wall of the
Lryia MpEs.

Magui said tho prosect
muld be completed
less than 30 days il corr
struction comtinled 2t
the ourert pace, The
miniziec’s vt foosed
on reviewing the angoe
ing work and sssessing whether the project could be comr-
risted within the anticpated timeframe.

The Kazhmir Chowk Unoompass Troject . was
lauriched 17 days ago. The ministers ramarks indicated
thet, with. corstruction contnuing at the same speed,
the project coid bo completed before 30 days haws
mapsed sipce its launch, A

Zardari sees
Pakistan-Czech
Republic

ties Zrow

President fsif Ali Zardar expressed confidenca
that Fakistan and the Crech Republic would contin-
v strengthaning their longstanding, cordial rela-
tions and explore new avanwes for mutually baneh-
cial cooperation soross diverse ficlds.

In hiz lattar to Presidant of tha Czech Ropublic,
Petr Pareel, on the cocasion of the country's Mational
Doy, President Zardar saed that relations beoteeen
tha two counfrics wera based on mautual respect,
frisndship and close cooperation.

The ' president awpressod confidemca that
Pakistan and the Crech Republic waould continue to
strengthen their friendly ties and explore new
avenues of mutually  beneficial cooperation,
Presidant Secretariat Media Wing said i & press
refasso. NEWS DELK

Govt seeks details of
unpaid salaries, layoffs
at media houses. NA told

Minister of State for
Finance Bilal Azhar Kiani

on Tuesday informed the
Mational Assembly that he
had asked PRA to provide
channel-wise details of
employees who had not
recaived their salaries, the
number of affected
journal ists and other
media workers, the
duration of the delays and

the total outstanding
amaunt.

The Pariamertary: Repodfors
besoristion [FRUAL staged & wealiout
fmm  the  Natonal  Assembiy
I:rDCE'EﬂI'I';E ower the mmwe of fomed

ayoffs and ron-payment of mlanes at
media houses

Speaking om the, matler atter
misating tho joumalists, the ministar of
si=te seid e had discussed the
conteme rased by the journal ists’
body with the mlcrmation ministor

Bilsd fzhar Kani said the reporters
hedd “abo - raged concermns  about
domimaks at some television channek.

He had mguested detsils of the
caes 3o that the matter coudd be bsken
up with the relewant auchorifies, he
added. Hs =aid the iroematian
minzaar had informed him thet the
govamment requiady raised the isus
ol .=aany ens 10 jounal B and
madia  workers with  the Fakistan
Brosdeasters Amsocistion (PEA]

The gowornment payments o
mizcia oogani sations wone atso. retevant
%o the process; he added.

He amsured the House that getais
submitied . by the | amociation

reprosenting  panismentan  reporhars
weoodd abo be considered and thas amy
outsianding compiainis “would be
saken up with the eéevant authonties
for approprists achion

The mirisker said snother proposal
waz fo esnbleh B committes
comprsing members of bath Houwses
of Fadament to oxamire joumal st
coreems in oeteil He said he woild
share the proposal wizh the infommation
mirister for corsideration

He adaoed that the mpomzm had
aza proposod reviewing ielavision
channele’ |icensing condition: and
ralovars ks bo strergthon orotections
for r:t.n:lulr. and fink compdianoe

with ‘such =safeguands to |icamaing

eI
Bilal Azhar Kimni asked the
reporters ko prowide mamne specific
recommerdatians on the propossd
legal ard regulatory changes, saying
these would 2bo be corwoyed 1o the
infomnation ministo:

MA passes seven private
members”  bills: Tho MNational
fsserbty on Tiesday passod oowen
pruate mambars' bills by majority vote
afipr cuse-by-claise consideration,

The bz psssed by the House
inciuded  the Pakitan Courcl for
Ssipnos and Techrobgy (Amendment)

Bil. 20E5:: the Torparate Sacial
Aogoonsinil ity Bdl, 2025, the Oanureo-
Shanadat Amendment] B, 2028 the
slamated. Capital Temitory  Soniar
Ciizers (Amendrmant] Bill, 3025; e
Coda of Ciminal Procedurs
(Amendment] Bill, 3024 (Sohadute-|[E
iha Mationa| Commission on the
Right= of Child l&merdment] Eill,
2025 and ihe . Criminal  Law
A mercment] B, 2025

Weoamwhis, s othes bils wene
retemed %o the mievant commitiees for
turther daliboration ard meview.

These inciuded ‘the Factoses
merdmerd) Bill, 2005, to amond the
Facionps Act, 1934 the Anti-Race
yreestigaton and Thasl [Amendmant]

il 2024, to amend the Ant-Rape
Urnectigation and Trall Act, 2021; the
=lamabad Rend Restriction
[Amerdment) Eill, 2065, to amend the
wamahad Rent Restriction Ordinance;
201 tho  National Highways Safety
Lmerdment) Eill, 2025, o smend the
Hational Highweys Sefety Ondinance,
20001 the Payment  of Wiages
merament) Bill, 2025, to amend the
Fayment ol Wages Act, 15938 and the
Crimral Lews Amencment] Bll, 2025,
seoking amendmentzs o the Pakistan
Feral Code, $860, ard the Coda of
Criminal Prooegure, 1898 {Seciion
2FT A RS pese

Dar supports

s Kashmiris’

self-determination right

Deputy Frime Minster and Foresgn Minister [shag Der
on Tuesday cal ing tho remobe af 250 miliion Padsanic for
the Machmir cause unthakabe; pleaged ‘that Fakistan
woud continue o relentless moral, political urdclph:nul
ic support on &l global foruma untl the pecple of Jammu
ard Kazhmir achisve their right to so'¥-datemmination,

The deputy prima minisier, addressing the partiopants
of & solidanty walk hold in connection with the Xashmer
Black Dy, dencunced India for launching an unprowcked
and tlegal ocousetion of Jammu end Kashmir on this day
in 1947, viclsting intemational law and UM Secarity
Coundgl commitment.

The Dwey = obosrved annunlly by Fakistanis and
Kashmirs woridwide 1o mams the day Indisn troops brst
larded in Srinager in 1947,

“Evary year, the worls i rerminged af ;e illsga] sep
Inchin took on Crtaber 27, 1947, hoia's acticrs nermain
concemned aomoss the gll:vi:c-_ arid froodem for Sashmir
remans the heartbeat of every Pakisiani,” Dar s=id. Held
at-Constitidicn Awenue here, the mily staried frem the
Fameign Office anid culminated e D-Chowk. The evont wers
attardad oy federal min =ievE, parl smentarians, loaders ol

Hagh=Lewal Weet n Mew Yook,

Caputy Frima Minister Dar stranghy condemned tha
urilateral actions taken by the indisn gowesmmerd on
fuuguest 5, 2019, which revoeed the spocal statuc af BOE,
temming the move a bistznt violation of nbemational kw,
Urited Mations Security Council {UNSC] resoltons, and
Irdia's awn constiutional commitments.

Ha: =aid that Indis was atternpting to -alker tha
demcgraphic belence of the cocupiad territody by oane
verting the Muslim majorty inte & miroty and afow-
irg nondlocais booacquire propery illegally. However,
na ilfiegal act can sirip the Kastmiri poople of thoir
inalienable right 1o self-datesmination. He' paid rich
tricute &o the sacrfices of the Kashmiri pecple, honar-
ing ower ¥0,000 martyrs who had k=id down thair lives
far freadom.. He candammed Indis’s scwern human
righis violations, including the #egal dotention of
pod itical leadershio, restrctions on religious freedoma
intluding Friday prayers, and banning of foraign
cosoovers -and inbernational madia from wisiting tha
oroupied tamitory to conceal humean fights aouses.

The deputy prime minister said that Frime Minister

the 4 Paries Huriyat Confererce, civil: sacisty Shehbez consstenty highlighted the Kachmir iszue
actiizss and students fram different educatianal m‘ at every major ‘glebal forum, including the UN
institutians of the federal capial o General dssembly, the OIC. 2ra the Shanghai

Highlighting Paiisian's prosct rmn:lpl:rm:t
i engagement, the doputy peime minister
undersconed that the gowemment, under Prime

Minisder Shohbazr Sharif, hed revived tho hh
Kazhmir cause on ntemational platorme. _— E

He highlsghted the reactivaton of the
Cirganisation of klamic Cooperaticn (CIC)
Contact Grmoup on Jamymu -and
Kashimar, ond said that its
megtings Were now cone
sxtenty corwenad alang-
sde major niemational
summits,  incloding Ihz'
recent 815 sessian of
tha UM Genoral
Lz zomindy JLReTul)

g
e

Cooparation Ongeneation (SC0]. He adoed
shat the Minisiry of Foroign Affairs remained in
orstant contact with the UMN Secretans
Geongral, the Presidant o the UN Gensral
Amambly, and the leadeship of the TIC and
¢ 500 highl ighting Indian state-sponzoned abmoc-
itier ard custodial deaths in SO
He urged the imermationsd com-
rmunity bo olay its i in sddreas.
g the plight of the peopie of
Keshmir and called fora justand
peaceld  resclation  of the
Jammu and Kashmie dispiste
accordanpe with the relevant
UM Sacarity Council resole-
Hions, M Ews DESK

NA unanimously passes resolution on Kashmir

The Muzonnl Assembly on Toesday
unammenzly paseed o resolubion reilerating
Pokistan's awavermp manl, palitical and
diplomatio sgpport for the peaple of lammna
and Kashmir m their ped and legitimmis
struggle for the realimation of their funda
mental rght 1o self-determanation.

Federal Minsder for Kashmir Affamr
Giilgat-Balimtan and Szates and  Frontier
Regions Engr Amir Mugam aeed Charman of
the Kmhmir Committee Rana Qusim Nean
tahled the resalutzon;

Accaording b the resolubsan, the Hose
recalled that on Ocieber 27, 1M7, Indian
forces |anded im Srinagar, markmg the begm
ning of India’s iegal occupation of Jamma
asd Kashmir and one of the derkoest chaplams
m the history of the Kashmiri peaple.

Mot that the Jemmu and Kashmar ds
puie remains ooe of the aldest unresclved
intermagioial disputes on the Unned Mations
agendn

Feaffirming the inaliensble nghe of the
peopde af Indian Tlegally Oceupied Jamma
wd Kahmir to salf.detecmination, as
eashrined in the relevant resolutions of the
Linited MNitions Securty Couneal.

Paymp imbute bo the extracrdinacy
coursge, reslience and saonfices of pemers
tions -of Eashmin men, womens mnd chiddren
wiha have continued thesr strupgle Far digm
ty., freedom and mlfdttermmm-:m despite
decades of o

Seromgly -:n:mdem.l:liug the contiouing
grave md sydematio lman nghts nolations
in Indinn-fllegally  cccupted Jamma and
Kastmur, includng  extmjudiceal @ killings,
orhitrary orrests, detentiors, enforosd deap
pramnces, cwdodial tomune, restrctans an
funchmsental fresdomes, destruction md coo
fcation of propeniies, and suppression of
legizimaie potttical expression.

The resolutsm expresed grove concem
aver the pontimed incarceratian of Keshmin
palitical lendess and activisss and mempss o
silence the legitimate political voice ond
aspiratices of the Kashmin peoaple.

Caleparically rejecting Indin’s illsgal
and mailmeml octions of August 5, 3019, and
subsegoent mesores aimed af alvering the
mtematicaally recogased - dsputed - strius
and demograpluc  charcter of  Imdian
MEegally ccoupied Jammw wnd Bashmar.

Expre=ssing =erious concerm aver

measures designed ba brig about demo
graphic aod political changes in the poou
pied territory. and emphasising thsl oo
demographic  emgineering, unilateral
actions -or polibical process conducted
under oocapation can substibmie far the
exeroise by the Kachmirn people of their
malienable right to self-determination

Indaa’s allegal end wmilmeral actions of
August 5 ond subsequent mesmures are aimed
ataltzring the intzrnationally recopnised dis
puted =latus of the femitory.

Feaffirming that the final dispositon of
the Jammn and Kashmir dspule meet be
delermined = accordmee with the releyvam
United Mations Secunty Council resalutioms
and the Freely expressed wall and sperations
of the Kashmin pecple.

The Hmee, therefare. palls upon Endia o
end the grave human oghts vicliwoss m
Indian-pocopied Jammuo md Kasdhmir, ceass
measures armesd = alierng s demographic
character, end the incarceration of leginats
Kmhmuri leadershap, and allow unhindered
access o intemmiceal homan ngk organi
satiors and mxdependent olservers.

Calls mpom the intermational comamumity,

p-a:u:lﬂ:l.rlg. the United Notioees, 4o fulfil its
respoceibilibes and commitments owards
fhe prepls of Jammm mnd Kashmir, impls
ment the relevmt Securnty Council resalu
ttoee, and Bodd India socountalde for grave
human rights vielaions o Indisn ccoupied
Tamnm mmd Kachmer.

Urges the Government of Pakistn o
pomtinge astnined diplomstic «forts at the
United Mations, the Organesation of Isdamic
Cooperation and other relevant miematiomal
Fanams ko baghlight the Janmmo and Kishosir
dispags and advocate the lepitimaie mght of
the Kishnairi people 1o seif-determinmtion.

The feschtion emphasmed that [astng
peace, seomty and stahility in Scath Asin
remE contingent upon a ek, peaceful amd
liesttrg resolition of e Jamm md Kashmir
disspute in oocordince with the refevant
United Kations Secanty Council reschnices
arvd] the asparmiioes of the K ashmind people.

Resdves that the Mationnl Assembly of
Fakmstan stands i oovavering - salsdarity
wilh the people of Jammu and Eachmr axd
shall coafinue bo mise i veice for their im
damental rights, dgmity and imaliesable right
to self-deiermaemation: HEWS BEE

NATI®NAL

Pakistan joins
China-led
global Al body:
Ishaq Dar

Deputy Frime Minister and Manister for Forcign
Affairs Mohammad Bhag Dar on Tuesday informed the
Sonate  that Pakistam  had  joined the: World Al
Caoperation Organizatan MWACD], a China-lad iritia-
tren aimed st promating trarsparency, openness and
cooperatian in artificial intelligenc

Speaking in the Senato, said around 50 mem-
bers had joined the organisation and Pakistan had
signed its founding document. He s=id s headquerters
would be in Shanghai and its first council meeting was
capected i mid-Decembar,

Mearwhile, replying to a question durirg Cuestion
Hoar, Minister for Pard tementary Affairs Dr Tang Fazal
Chaudhry said the govermmaent was implementing tha
Mational Al Policy through tha Mational Al
fgvoncement Initistive and the Ministry of Infarmatien
Technology and Tebocommunication. Traming and
capecity-buildng programmas were under way, while
farther details about scholaships would be provided 1o
the senator, he added. Responding ta another question
on &4l and socal media, Tang Fazal Chaudhny szid tha
technology was spreading: worldwide and Pakistan
could not remain izalated fram it

He acknowledged itz poatential nagative effects and
s=id tha govarnment was waorking to control misuse,
including fake nows, propaganda I"?r-zlwd and biackmail.

Hi =aid the ‘||:-rn'r|:r Fli cybercrima wing had boen
mplacnd by the Maticnal Cybar Crime Inwesti uu:vn

nct (RNCCLA) fo address these growing challen

o legal action. nows pesx

No plan to
abandon
Naya Pakistan
projects

Minister for Fartiamertary &ffairs Or Tariq Facal
Chaudhry an Tupsday told the Senate that the gowvern:
mant had na plan to sbandon KHaya Pakistan housing
prajects, Rephang to a question during Cuestion Haur,
bz zaid R=é.48 billion had been spert an a housing
praject costing fs7.7 bilficn, with anly & small amaunt
ramaining for itz completion.

Sama projects wera in sfamabad while others were
being handled by the Funjzb gew
emment, he snid, adding that
wo on some [slamiabad projacts
had dowed. A major pl"ﬂ_]ﬂ:l:l n-1
the Maya Pakistan Housm .'
Develocpment Autherity ha I:m-en
completed mnd was cle=a to com-
missianing, he added. Replying
ta a supplementary questian,
Tariq Chaudhry said the
Fumjab  govemnmment
had token ocwne
of some projecis
thraugh il
understanding.

He =aid . tha
Rs?.7 bidlion prog-
ect. had  racanved
Reh dB  biilion
and tha remain-
ing work would be completed. The project was naw
with the Capital Davelopment Autharity (CDWA), which
haad faunchad it, allotted units and was receiving install-
mients, he added. Responding to a guestion, the miniz-
ter rejocted sliogations of imeguarities or plans to
abun:ﬂun the projects. He said six projects had not baen
comglated during the FT1s four-and-a-half-pear tenune,
and strassed that tha nama " Maya Pakistan” was notl an
issus a5 tha projects were meant ta baneht the public

He said some completed projects had bean hand-
ed ower to the relevant authoritses, while others wane
naaring completion. Tha government had not wasted
furds on tha cchemes, ho addad. wEws besr

Monetary policy

aimed at easing

impact of global
conflicts

Farl iamentary Secratary for Finance Saad Waseem
Sheikh on Tuesday tobd the Mational Assembly that the
recent monetary adjusiment was amed at mitigating
tha econamic impact of escalating global condlicts, par-
tioularly in thae Gul regicn, and prosiding reliof to tha
COMMan man.

Responding to a Calling Attention Motice moved
by Macema Kisheser Khan regarding an increase in tha
intonest rsta to 12 per cont, he said the deosion had
boen takan in view of internatonal developments and
their potential impact on Pakistan's ecomomy. He said
tha govemnment was taking massures to abzorb exter-
raal sconomac shocks and protect the domeastic econa
my fram the adverse effects of regicnal instabd ity

Responding to supplementary guestiars, the. par-
liamentary secretary taid the gevernment remained
committed to mplamenting its economic pod icies and
srengthening the country’s finandal =ystem.

He alkza highlighted the dedirie in the irderest rte,

==ying it had ﬂtn from 22 per cent ko 11 per cant

He said this improwement should be ac nuwl-n?ud
whhila mzsemsing the impact of monatary palicy, ad
that n margins a-:ljl.'::hnuni in the |:|D| Iil rate did n-:lt
mean the gowernment's effarts were ineifective

Eaad Waseam Shaikh said controlling mflation
ramained a lay objective, warning that without 2pprapn-
ate miasures, rising prioes -:m.lrﬁ have placed an add-
tonal burden on crdinary cizens. He said the govern-
ment’'s masures wers imended to cortsin inflation,
strengthen the domestic economy and reduce the impact
of axiermnl economic pressunes on the public. sews e
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Hope for regional
peace

Pakiztan's mitiative to bring lran, Saud Arabia and
Tiirkiye together far high-level talks in Tehran is a wel-
come mowve ab a time when the kiddie East faces tha
d r of a wider conflict. Iramian Foreign Ministry
spokasman Esmacil Baghaei said on Monday that
Tehran had accepted the proposal mnds
Marshal fxim Munir. The meeting, held on October 265,
is aimed al discussng regeonial sacority, angoing con-
flicis and ways to prevent further escalation. Its sigrafi-
cance lies not merely in bringing four regional
to:tha same table, but akoin creating space for dia-
logue when military. confrongation threstens to ocver-
shadow diplomacy. The sgenda includes Isael's pali:
cies, the copflict inwvalving lran and the cortinuing crisiz
in Lebanon. These msues imwolve competing nstional
interests and deep polidical differences, making any
agreemant difficult. et the aliemative - alloaing ten-
iana ta rise without sustained ‘diplomatic engagement
- could carry far greater costs for the region. Pakistan
deserves credit for attempting to keep communication
channals open among countres whaose cooparation. is
essential to regional stabil ity s geograghical position,
relationships with the particpating counthes and espo-
surg to the acenomic: conse
bil ity a’ue lsiamabad compelling reasons to pursoe a

peacatal sertlernent.

Thea Tehran maeting alzo mcumes imporianco
becauss it brings fran into direct discussions with caun-
tries participating in the Makkzsh Joint Defence
Agreement. -Defence cooperation and diplomacy need
ot be contradictory: Indeed, regional secarity amange-
Hectve when supportad by dialegue,
madual understanding and mechanisms to prevent mis-
fram tumin
Baghaei said Pakdstan was alzo Facil itating the exchange
of mes=ages betwoen Tehran and YW on through
intermedianies. Although' he. corticise
ard rejected what Iran regards as presure to
surrender, he mantained that dipfamacy remoined pes:
shle. This distinctipn matters: nogotiabons necd nat
imiply agreement ondevery Bswe, but thay can help iden
tify areers where comipramise is pomsible. Fabistan, Saodi
firabin and Tudkdye showld use this cppartumity to
encourage restraind, protect naticnal soversignty and
pursus practical steps bowards de-escalation.
also ensure that the Palestinian guestion and the suffer-
ing af peopde caught in regional conflicts ramain central

miernls arg more e

understandings

demands

to peace effors,

Strategic
awtonomy, &5 &
policy framewark
to build upon, for
the succassful
conduct of foreign
policy, must be
complemented
with "cowboy
diplomacy” =0 that
objectives of
national intarest
can be secured.
The going
argument also
holds importance
in the sensa that if
& state or its
representative
cannot be
reasonad with,
than aligning ona's
fate with them
should be avoided
at all costs.
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Waheed Kakar and

weight of duty

The desth of farmer army chief General
{retd) Sbdul Waheod Kakar marks the passing
of @ seniar military figure who' sercad
Falistan during a difbicult period in its histary,
Genoral Kakar served as ammy chief from
Jarmary 1993 to January 1998 a penod
marked by political irstability and tensiors
between the ovilizn government and “the
presidency. His terure is parboalarly remem-
bered for tha rofe he played in the paolitical
cnsiz of 1993, when he ntervened 1o help
rasaolve the confrantation betwsaen then pras-
ident Ghulam Ishag Khan and Prime Minister
Mawaz' Shanf: Both leaders oventually |of
office, paving the way for fresh electiors. His
intervention remains part of Pakistan's com-
plex civi-mil itary histony in which the armed
farces heve repoatedp
the candre of pal itical developmaents. &n obit-
uary must acknowledge a public figure's sere-
e while ako placng his legacy in s proper
historical conteat  General  Kakar's careor
theretore dezerves, to be rememberad with
razpect; alorigside a clear undarstandin
the chabenges that shaped his time in office.
His dedth abo comes ot a tima when
Fakistan continues to face serious securiby
thraats.  Recent
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan have claimed
the lives of military personnel and police offi
cers, Two soldiers wera martyred during 2n
cegaration in Dera Ismiail “Khan, while four
poivwe personnal wore kfied in an exchangs
of firg in Karak. Major Wajahat Waheed alsa
lost his life during a dfearsnce operation in
Gwadar. These losses underline the contnw-
ing human cost of the fight against mil itzrcy.
Behind every official announcemant is a fam-
#y facing an absence that mo public tnbate
can fully addres=. Rermembanng a
chief should therctore 2lso encowrage rafhec-
tian on the duties of the state: protecting its
ering nstitutions and ansur-

made in the service of the
country contnbute to bsting peace. General
Kakar's place in Pakistan's history veill ramain
{inked to beth his milstzany leadership and the
political dreumstances of hes tenure.

apearatians

found themzaheos at

in  Khyber
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Migration in Mandi
Bahauddin

Migration is a
psychological and
actual way out of
familias. In Mandi

Bahauddin,
sending ona of its
mambears to
anothear country is
not only perceived
as a maans of
economic growth
but also as a
means of
obtaining social
status and
security. Thoss
unable to obtain
such opportunities
find themsslvas in
a vulnerable social
situation; some of
them use illegal,
unsafe pathways,
commanly called
dunki journeys,
which have been
reported by
investigative news
stories and polica,

On the surface, &
lot af districts in
Punjab appear ta
b# guiet and
prosperous. Life Is
wall-organized,
and the absence of
headiines can ba
equated to
harmony in society,
Haowever, thare |s
& lot of structural
and paychological
pressure banasth
this calm. Mand|
Bahauddin's
syccess with the
diaspora and its
description as &
"Minl Europa"
demonstrates how
unsolvable
conflicts,
immigrant
fovarmants, and
socisl pressures
Influance the lives
of & community
and an individual.

Duozpite a secmingly peaceful facade,
commurnities like Mand Bahauddn grap-
pla with deep-seated conflicts and poy-
chological burdens. Migratdion is viewed
as o pathway to betler opportunitics, yet
it highlights =ocial mequalities and unre-
solved disputes. - Sustainaoble peacs
requines addressng these ssues throwgh
condlict resoluban, commursty supgart,
and Fostering emctional security.

On the suface, a lot of districts in
Punjab sppesr to bao quict and prosper-
gus. Life iz well-organized, and the
absence of headimes c2n ba oquated to
harmeaony m society. Howaver, thereis a ot
af structural and psychological pressure
bancath ‘this calm, Mandi Bahawddin's
success with the disspora and ils descrip-
tion 23 o "Min Ewcpe”’ demonsirateos
how unssivable cone
flicts, immigrant
masoments; and
social pressures influ-
erce the lives of a
community and an

indiddusl

Thera arg
docades ol unre-
aoived property,
hormar, and  Family
feuds inmast regions,
which  have been

traremitied over tima
without any conflict,
Such disputes seldom

t- resolved inoany
ormal wiry, cases aro
aften not regstered,
and |ocal mstitutrors

ZAHRA RAHIM

Zanra Rakim iz o cevarib-temisier

BE Apedied ‘Popchalogy shudiont at

the Urivargity of Marsgeserl sad
Technaology

not be on paper.

The effects of sodal and pychologeal
impacts are rat |imited te famities.
Hawewar, the young peaple get the jos-
zans of conflict in thar blocd, as they
learn that hard work 2nd education da meat
necessarily keep them sate or dignifad.
Iigration is not oty reguired bat alzo a
status, and the left-behind population @
farced 1o deal with daity ide ot of faar,
lnck of cpportunity, mt:fm-:l:r:d P P
tians: The difference between aconemic
success in foreign countries and domestic
mzeoarty can braed frustration and l2ck of
social cohosion, whidh can cause cyches
where structural forces feed off their psy-
thodogical effects

This fact does not belong oaly 1o
Mand Bahauddin: howevar, the cxampia
af the district reflects
larger tendencies in the
whale of Fakstan: unre-
spived  conflicts, poar
imstitutions, sowial
shence, and EConGmic
and psycholegical fac-
tors that maotivated
migration Vickenoa = a
headlire onty om rare
oocasions, and tho day-
torday stressors, swch as
the tear of ravenge,
absonce of pustice for-
malities, and demands
to performn well in over-
coas  destinations, all
irfluence the coammuni-
ties to Five, amd tha way
the youth porceive their

oo not hawa the
capacity or are under
preszire ko avaid informinl systerns. The
cuttura of silence that results iz rok anind-
cadion of peace; it = & surdval tactic
viederice, like the recent tragc shooting
dunng a weodding that claimed the lives af
mamy poople and mjured others, coes
break thiz silenca sometimes, and official
attenticn iz drown to i, theagh it baed ly
bocomes = subject of wider consideration
in socieky

Iligration is a peychalogical and actu
al way out. of families. In Mandi
Bahauddn, sending one of ds members
to another country is not onty perceiiad
as @ mears of economic growth but abo
a3z a means of obtaining social status and
secundy. Those uvnable to abtain such
oppertunities find themselwes ina vulner:
sble =ocial situation; =ome of them use
ilegal, unsafe pathweeys, commonly calied
dunki joumneys, which have been ropoit-
ad by inwestigative news stonas and
paolice. When educated young people
relocate overseas, they tend I::gl':n::k alff
parmananthy, ahmdr.mrlg. raciekies wherne
unresched conflicts and social =trains
reman unresolyed

These dynamiics can be perconiad
through the pnsm of pesca peychalogy It
teaches us that it & not just the lack of
apparet struggle that wauld allow us ta
loo 2t penace with one another, but justice,
trust, and emotional safety, With conflicts
not resoheed, social systems do rot med-
ato-n conflict, there are few cpportunities
for pouth, and gven apparent peaceful st
watiors ane n facl weak negate poace.
Disdlsionment, silent Enef, and mental
fabigue appear, which i soma cases an:
expreszed in aggression, at other temes in
sofitude ard sient desolation. . Societies
oot 1o understand how ta mese throwgh
an intricate |landecape of homar, dange,
and surviwal, and viclence patberns get an
imlarmiat sarction, even though they may

future. I = imperatiez
to be awere of theso
dynamecs, nol 1o report sansational
raports, but to learn what peaca really
demands.

To help cope with thaze chalenges,
first and foremast, interventions of a
social, ecomomic, and pospchelogical
nasture are necessary, Frustration con be
decreazed by encowraging young people
to particpate in contlict-resclution pro-
grams and educational campagns  thak
would educate them about the impor-
tance af negotiating, managing emotions,
arsd beng responsiole otirens too meaid
rehying on migration as the sole way of
sohing protlems. Emhancing the lacal
madiatian structures, swch as oMLy
councils. or panchayats, will offer legal
channels of resching dispuies, which will
hedp ko ourb the i=e of indoemal ard hanme
ful mediation methads. The incarporation
of mental suppart provides: counsaling
and guedance to the affected families 1o
come to btarms with the gencrational con-
flict and social stress Policies that view
the needs of communities a5 a whale or
put together sconomic oppaortunities,
inziituticnal tnast, and olagical zup-
port can help. change fragile nogative
peace to sustxnable posithve peaca.

Feace psychology makes us remem-
bier that frue peace cannat be mesurod
by the fact that thers are no headlines
ared thare is money comng . i is guan-
tilied by how communities live with dig:
nity, trust, and emotional security. Swch
stles are weak incase structural pres-
sures and unresolved conflicts sill ewst.
The ekample of Mandi Bahauddin pra-
wides soma insight irto these undarlying
fissuras, showing that seemingly peace-
ful arzas meght harbor vialenos behind
the curtain and that being aware of and
concearmed about such trands is crucial in
the process of creating long-lasting
social poace.

The Need for Strategic Autonomy in
Pakistan's Foreign Poliey-Part 111

A reasanable cowbaoy will always
make sure that his gun iz pelizhed,
agiled, |lomdad, =nd of the best matal
so az mot to chake when the tirme of
action arrives. Tha reasonable cove-
boy must alzo make sura that when it
comes to a “Mexican Standoff"
Zarit, 2021, ha & quick enaugh to
reach for his gun: At tha same time,
thio reasonable cowboy would see to
it that the need does not arize for ks
slimging the gun.

He must ba reassonabls and
shrewd encugh to fnd his way out of
a-disputa betweon other ruddy cow
boys. Mow when there are multpds
cawooys and thay cannol agroa on
some contentious  dispute and it
seoms that interjaction on part of the
reascnabde cowboy is needed, then
he must maxe sure that he s cood-
headed and try to diffuse the tension
bebwoen the reddy cowbays, which
arg intent on singing thewr guns.

Tha oxpertise of tha reasonabda
cawboy should not be as much 1o
pall himzalf out of the disputs with
aut incurring any harm, but if possi
bia, he chould be =bls 1o make the
ruddy cowboys 500 reason, & vanant
af which was tarmed as - psychalog
ical approach® by Nehru (Rana,
1949 Ho shauld maka them laak at
the dispute abjectively to avaid con-

rontaton.

The test of the reasonzble cow
beoy, hiowiewver, will corme when he has
ta make a choice in favor of one of
thi bwo ruddy cowiooys. He will then
hawa to take the side of that roddy
cawooy who B reasonable ancugh,

given that tha reesomable cowboy
reached his conclusion with the
coolest head possible and considar-
ing all the passible consequences of
his condusion.

Taking sides, however, precludas
any use of forca in favor of one, and
againsk the ather. Al of this i posi-
bla if it is estab
Ishad that the
reasohable  cow-
boy can ba fast
encugh with  his
gun to cut-mancu-
vizr his unreason-
sble opponents.
Whan B rassan
alode cowbay sides
with one party, it
shouwid E-: to
pstablish a ous-
tomary precedont
that no one cam
a&ct unrcasonably
mnd s=till aat thair
cake i the wild
warld of perpetual
anarchy.

UZAIR BIN FARID

LUzmr Bin Fard completed Fes
undergradunte degree frem
Quaid-a-Azom Unkisrsity

boys [read; states] to be reasonable
about a dsputa. Pakistan, the rea
sanzbilz cowboy, should be 2kl to
ted the ruddy cowboys what they
must do to protect their inberests
and how the ruddy cowboys can
comz bo resabva thair disputes with
out actually confranting eachk other

This : user - of
cowbay diplomacy
will giver Fakistan
onough roomto
rmainkain - an inda-
pendent cowse of
action in tha future

order. to protect
itz awen imterests
whife  balancing

the demands of
ruddy cowboys. &
reasonable  cow-
bay should realize
theo inherent power
and farce of his
ability to reason
end make others
=oo reason while

"Amaong rea
sonable men, problems of busness
could abvays be sohed” [Fuza,
1249 The alegory showld inform
and enlightan tha agencies of
Pakitan's foreign policy establish:
ment and s dipﬁl:-mut.. Tha role of a
nucear state e Fokistan should be
of a reasonable "cowboy”® betweon
bwa of mare ruddy cowboys”.

While protectng its own inder-
ests, Pakistan shauld make sure that
it brings tho other belligerent cow-

diszociating  him

zalf from thie strug-
gle- of "power politics” of ru.d-i'
corwibioys.

Strategec autononmy, as a policy
framewok to build - upon, for tho
successhul conduct of foresgn policy,
must be complemented with “cow
boy diplomacy’’ so that objectress of
national intarest can be securod. The
going argumant ako holds impor-
tance in the sense that if & state or its
rapresentative cannot be ressoncd
with, then atigning ona’s. fate with

them should be awvoided at all costs.

Hasty decisians without enough
raasonad delibaration are a recpa
far deaster. In the case of Pakitan,
the post-9411 history of msurgency
in. tha westermn border areas B &
sobaring example.

Wiriting in 2013 C. Ra@a Mohan
(2013). was guack o0 suggest that
shifting =ands of glabal power fram
‘West ta the Exst, will croste a situa:
tign fior Indin where it will inevitabiy
have to make a choice betaaen ik
leng-term pod icy of stratogic autoro-
my or to ambrace the new real ity
Crne opportunity cama intha form of
tha United S5ixtds' pivot o Asis
iLicberthal, 2011}, annourced by the
Otama administration.

Howesar, the Indian foreign ool
icy establishment did nat simphy
swaon inta the arms of the United
States. Histomically, after indepand-
ance, India was quick to realze the
beniefits of remaining noreal igned in
the developing cold war rivairy.

Even bofore the omeorgance of
the Cold War, as the mew norrmal in
tha global power politics,. Endia,
under the leadorship of Jawaharlad
Mehru, had realized the importanca
of pursuing an indepondent course
of fareign policy, that would harea
scen an El'l'lh:ﬂi:?l:l ralation between
Indiia and the international society of
states, at large.

This independent course of for:
eign policy was abso to cnsura that
India does not sida with any nation
against the security of another
nation. That soversignly and socurity

a: fundamantal rights  gramted ko
avery state under International law
should praclude the possibility that
one state sides with another in a
groak-poweT rivalng.

.. hndia was to refume bo ba har
policy to the wmicrests of any groat
poeeer so that zhe was free to culti-
vata fricndly apd cooperative rele
tors with all powers. Ak the sama
tirre Meahru balioved that system of
national independent states, without
any ompires and extanded 1o the
rest of the world, was not viabls in
itself so that peaceful and Fiendly
cooperation under some sort of
workd assadation or fodaration wes
inescapable: ..

"...Mehru saw the coming strug
gie between the US4 and the
U5S5K. a5 a continuation of powar
politics of the sort that had led to
the oeation and maintenance aof
ampires. He attributed the possibl
sapansionist -aims of both thesa
great constellations of poveer 1o faar
af each ather: ha belisved that faar
for ther own socurity would drive
them to attain positions of strength
agairat cach other, and that it no
resiztanca was offcrad bath, the old
sarry  tale ol  empire-building,
empire-consalidation ard empira
justification, would ba repaated, if in
a new form. The skw and painful
gains made by India aver a periad of
more than sty years could be
wiped away in tho headlong clash
batwaen two antagonists much oo
powerful to be physically with-
stood. "
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Justice must be served in
Ali Raza's murder case

The tragic murder of Mir Ali Raza, a food
business owner azsociated with WaHlix in
Karachi's Gul stan-g-fohar area, has raised seri-
ous concerns about pubbic safety and the nead
for justice. His death has left his family and
lawad aones greving, whila the crcumstances
surraunding the case demand a thorough and
transparent invastigatan.

According to a repart published by Pakistan
Today, police sourcas said Ali Raza had bean n
cantact with his fisncée until around 11:30pm
before raturring to his homa in the FECHS area,
At approsimately Yam on July 28, his fisncis
trinspm contact him again. She roportediy
made mare than 40 calls within about 23 min-
utes and sent saveral messagos oXprossing con-
carn for his safety, Howaver, her attampts to
reach him want unanswerad,

Palice saurces also reportedly saed that,
befora beaving his PECHS resicance, Ali Raza
had deletad his sorial media accounts, discon-
nected his WhatsApp and fransferred some
marney to his father's account. His bady was
reportedly found on the moring of July 30

r being left at a lacation the previgus night.
These datails raise questions that investigators
meast carafully oxamine to cstablish what hap-
pened and wha wes responsiole:

Ewery unesplained death deserees a serious
response from law enforcoment, particulardy
when a family is laft searching for answars. The
loz= of & young person under such croume
stonces is heartbreaking. Mo family should hava
to endure the pain of lcsing 2 loved one to vie-
lznce while waiting for clarity and justice.

Karachi residents have a right ta live without
fear for their rees. Fublic :aﬂ':l:y is not a privi-
loge; it is a basic responsibility of the state,
Whisn a citizen is marderad, the authoritas must
imvestigate the crime professionally, collact reli-
able ewidence, question relevant individuals
where necessary and ansure that those raspon-
sible are brought before the law

Wi appeal ta the police and othar con-
cerned authorities to supgort Al Raza's Farmily,
imvestigate avery ralovant dead and kesp tha
family informed about the progress of the casa.
The irvestigation must be based an ewdences,
and no ane should be decared guilty without
due logal prooess.

Abi Raza's death must not become another
case that fades from public attention with the
pazsage af time. His family deserves answers,
and sooety desorves reassurance that violent

crime will not go urpuenished.

Justice for Ali Raza would be an impartant
sr.c:lp towards restoring public confidence in law
enforcement. The authorities must ensure
accountabil ity and take effectve measures to
protect ctizens. Every life matters, and owvery
family deserves the right to seck justics when a
bowad one is takon away through violence.

MNAZAINE MaJID
TURBAT

Cousin marriages and future
generations

Cousin marriages have boen part of many
cultures and communitios far generations and
remain comman in Fakistan. Families often pre-
fer such marringes beocause the individuals
already knowr each other, family ties are sfrong,
and parents feel more com bla with & rala:
tive jaming the family Howaver, alongside those
social considarations, farmilies must alse under-
stanid the possible health risks asscciabed with
marriages boteesn closa relatives.

Such marmages can increase the risk of
mherited gonetic disorders in children. This
does not mean that overy child borm o cousin
parenis will have o health problem. Howawer,
the risk af cortain inherited conditions can be
higher, particularly when marringes bebwacn
close relatives ooccur repeatedly owar sewaral
generations. Some children may dewelop seri-
aus illnesses, developmental dithcultios or other
in{hr:fF:urt-u-:I conditions that can affect their quality
at lika.

Discussing this issue does not mean . athack:
ing any famnily, cultare or tradition. Instead, it is
about promating awareness and helping people
miake informed decisions. Families showld con
sider medical advice and genetic codnselling
before marriage, aspecially whan thare & a his-
tary of inherited iinoss. Appropriate sooening
and counsalling can help couples battor under-
stand potential risks and oxplare available
aptions.

Marriage is & personal and family decision,
but the heatth of future generations ako
diosorves attention. Education, modical aware-
ness and resporsicle courselbing can help fam-
ifies mnka choices based an knowledge rather
than assumptions. Traditions desorve respaoct,
but protecting childran's health should rermain
an important consideration,

MUHAMMAD MASEER

Some confusion was
added by the
coverage. Thare ape
a pnumber of outiats
where $3 has baen
exchanged for
argund Reb40 par
day, and which are
based an
purchasing power.
When the increass
in poverty was &.4
pereentage points,
ORE Bgency
reparted that
poverty "jurmped by
G.4%,° a relative
Inerease af
approximately 39%,
In my arithmetic.
And the “poorest”
haadline has na
basis in the report.

The 48% &
Pakistan's poorest
population, and it i
the region's
poorest. Fakistan‘s
owh poverty rabe at
that Hae 4 23.0% En
2024 (World Bank
Dpan Datal, and
thausg it = in the
SAFTIE FARGE &4
Djdbautl. Syria, and
Yermen, whers the
repart indicates
rates approach ar
exewmad 20%. But
why is |t that the
ahate la aa large?
Pakistan has neasly
a third af
MEMAAP's
population of 813
millien (\Werld Bank
Crata Blag
Desember 2025),
and |ts rate &
appraximately 1.4
timas MEMNAAP's
rate of 14.3%._ If you
take & papulatien
shase of abaut 31%
and multiply by 1.6,
you arfive al the
flgure of abaut 509,

Pakistan’s

)

43 %

Poverty Rate

The response was 5ol ivinto o sets when
the Wicra Bank's Ociotor Midd ke East. Morth
Adrica, Abghaniszar and Pakistan [MEKAAF)
Ecanamic Update reported that about 48% of
the pecple inthe region [nved below $3.00 8
day. Some interpret it a5 a ranking; Facstan s
the ‘poomest in the rogon. Somo fooi it as &
conseguence of the Bank changing the map of
itz regian, such as Khurram, Srhohrad, advizer
to the Ministry of Firenca. Eoth reactions mis-
represent the numbear it's
good o begn by remember-
ing what itis.

The £8% i Fakistan's
poorest popidation, and it'is
the megicn g poonost.
Pakietan's awn poverty rate at
that. line iz 23.0% m 2024
[WWarkd Bank Cpen Dlata], ano
thus it is-in the came mange az
Dhjipauti, Syria, and Yemen,
whera ihe repoet indicases
rates approach or exceed
2, But why 5 it that the
shars is 5o lamga T Pakistan has
noary & third of MEMAAF's
population of 813 miliion
[Wordd Barik Dats Blog
Decemoer 20250 ara iks rabe
is_ approcimately 1.6 fimes
MEMN&LF's rate of 14.53%. 1
Yo tako A popuation shano
of abaut 31% ard multiply by

<

DR. GHULAM
MOHEY-UD-DIN

O Ghalam Mobeyudadinis an
urkbran seoromist from
Pekiztan, oorrontly besad in
ther Miedd ke East

ore's incorme (D, June 2025 The rermaire
ing 47% af the ooor populatior of the megion
T-Afghanistan, Syria ard Yemer 5 besed on
moaelling, while the numbar Var Faitstan s
troem & househodd survey. Theredore, tha
regional ‘batal end Pakistan's sharo af the total
s niod Az acourate a5 it may appear in a single
pementage.

Some contusion was sa3cod by the cover-
&g0. There are & mumber of autiots when 33
has beon oachanged for
sround R840 per day, ang
which ara based on piss
chasing power. When the
ncreass in poverty was £.4
percentage. points,  one
sgancy  reportod  that
povarty “jumped by £.4%,"
a -relatiee  incromse  of
spprokimaiely  3FE, in my
scitbmistic. And the “poor
31" headlire haz no basis
ri the repart.

‘What caused tne rate to
go up then? The Bank atiric-
wtes &hes toe TOVID-1T. the
floads in 2022, the macm
poverty, prossuee from infia-
fian (29.2% in FY23 snd
23.4% n FYrZd), ard a lang
snustment pericd, which
vd to & roduction in real
ricoma:  [(Macro.  Fowerdy

1.8, you arrive a1 the figure of

about 50%. That's my gwn
back:of-the-erwvelope cafnudadion, but it comes
close 0 the published 48,

Hara, Mr. Schelead @ carrecl. The Bank
has boor treating the Msod le East and Morth
Airica 2z a separabe regeon from South Asia
=noo July 2025, and the region's share will be
dependent on who is-in the region. The geo-
graphical distribution: ard classification  of
irtome: emaned unchanged i Pakistan, But
it's only nalf the snower, =5 the snare was not
really the irteresting one. The irand s

The report puts the nse i Fakistan's
ES'-'DH:,' rate at 3200 at £.4 permartage paints

tween. 2008 9 and 2024425, The gowm-
ment's statistics boar the =ame message: The
Flanning Ministry, relying on the same sureey
data but a national lice, recarted an increasm
in poverty from 21.9 to 2895, and the Gini
coafficient went from 28.4 10 32.7. The lines
are diflerent, and the direction izn't.

Ho, whai = new 0 the. “nsng regional
powerty” memetiva? Part of it ko catch-Up N
the data. The Bank was forecasting Pakistan's
grawth from 2018-59 il March 2824, When
HIES 2024-25 antercd itz database, the
ragion's 2024 outreme poverty rato was
revised from 118 %o 14.4%; abaut 21 million
miore poople Warkd Bank Data Blog, 36 Manch
202&] The previous pmjectiors mimed what
was Sccurming with houssholds, as thens had
baen ro companable swevey o & poars.

Ewvoryore's foot was moved inso the weabsr
az wioll. The satreme poverty fine went fram
$2.15 o 5300 when the Bank adjusted o
2021 prices.. While the rate in Faistan
incroazed from 4.9% 1o 16.5% on the same
dats (201819, she rate in the Worla Bank.dats
meare than trebhad itsel, without & ree in any-

Cutiook, April 2038 The

same roport skEtpos that
rmaquality & at a 20-year high. My interpreta-
fion 7 that stabil isa%icn wes required, snd 2
wes housohokds closs 1o the fire who paid the
price: The incressing Gini = & corsequence of
thiat, but | hewen's seen anyone state 5 like
that. The Benk projects growth of 3.6% for
FYZ7, which Cawn and the Express Trbune
report &5 aboat. 2.2% per headt That won's
TEYE e & Sover-point increase in-the nation’s
povarty rate in the foresevable Sisre.

The risk is also from the Guif, The Update
anticpates that the GCC ecaromies will
cxpericnce a decline in output of 4.5% in
2024 while weaker demand tor corsiruction
and services jobs will limit income flows o
ooonocemies that sand fatour, especiasy ta
Faigstan, The numbers are curnertly in fevour
af remittances, which-hit & reccrd Righ of
31414 billion in fiscal year 26, and JT0LY bi-

ion in the first quanier of fiscal year 27, which

= 14% higher (State Sank of F'aEi':::n data, a3
eparied by Gut Mews .ard Aqab hlows)
Remitancos will follow the Gt hiring with a
=3, 5o | would rat plan on-the ournent. remits
{=nce flow continuing

All that folews & quile practical Palesan
mu=t corduct HIEE on a reqular besis; othenvss,
# doterioration ocours, it wil be neflecied i the
surveyr results and notin & resision [t should hold
the bottom of the distrbution as fusher conmoli-
dation takes place, with the 'oeses showing o be
conoontrated between the 33.00 and 34.20 low-
ol it shouls monitor remittznoes by coridarand
gusward worker egeration and Oult non-oi
Fhils manshhy, a5 it & the St indicator for the
poanzst hauschelds, The . thare 5 28% due ta
reclamsification, 1 does not provide ary reason
for tho ircroese i the mte.

Illusion of Peace Through Memorandums

Ewery time there's o diplomatic break-
through, the optimism comes rushing in

There & also 2 simpler Photes of world laaders shaking hands, =gning
problem: govemments .o memorandum of understardding as thay
r;l'nﬁhg‘, bt n:rm“'.r: thes :.uma that a decades-old di:pui:r: is
tinally sibout to be resolved. Govemmans lowe
agresmerts ane signed to haold these documents up
h‘f!' GEVEmments, . milestones of peace, and
Electiors happen, the world tends to applaud
Iud-r:ﬂ:- ﬂﬂ.ﬁ:‘ right slong with them, troat-

domestic pressures
badd, ideclogies dash,

and suddenly & new

mng it as diplomacy winning
aut over conllict. Bt history
tolls o different story, again
and againc most MOUs prome-
ise a lot more than they actu-

MAHAM ASIF

Weaham A& iz o Bachek's viudent
= inierratioral relsticns i
Gerverrment Callege Lriversdy
Lahore, prisiorater abou)

interabions afisry, disiomanyg
ard demodratic geveeranios.

by hoping to avoid direct military confronta:
tron and restore diplomatic engagement. Both
sides camp to the table wanting to awoid a
direct military clash and get diplomatic
engagement Sack on track. Bul underreath
that sharod goal, what each side actually want-
ed was pratty different

Washington wes after
tightar restrictions on lran's
risclzar Erl:-gramm-: and
more stabil ity across the
regean. Tehran, an the othar
hand, wanted sanctions | e
ed, its =aversignty recog-
nized, and real security
guarantoes. 5o, while tha
understanding  did easg
tensions far & while, the
thorniest issues never really
got resalved, which means
the whale  agreement was
Fragile fram the start.

And  honestly, the
biggest problam isn't even
the specifics of the deal; it
iz trust, or the total lack of
it. Fourplus decades of
hostility, sanctions, prosy
wars, and diplomatic isoia-

administration doesn't ., daliver
see the pﬁ'ﬂt in P llore nl"ltnn thean Ept, they
hmﬁmw s on't resalve anmything, as
. they just buy a tempaorary
P’“m F.?"'ﬂ- pawza in hoztilities before
Add inreglonal  things pick back wp. The
alles, riltary e ening, | miich
'“Imn“ﬂ"d sought to de-eacalate ter
domestic interest  sions uﬁdl:r:sl:abl izh a frame-
ric far tuture mogotiations
groups all puling In 2 :
over lran's nuclear pro-
differert directions, and gramme and regicnal secun-
youl star b;-.“.:ﬁl‘ﬁ'm 1.]-',Ii= o |I:|Hu' example of haw
MO e paolitical agroements can cre-
'LTW h"m ate the ilusion of peace without addressing
ﬂmﬂﬁym the deoper causes of conffact.
iplomacy was
flawed, but becauss A Test of Fragila Diplomacy
; Th d
If' hlll he UE-Iran M-a_IJ WA rnr._-a-ndc to reduce
Pdth itself is unsta tensions suwrounding lren’s nuoclear pro-
b}l‘ pature, gramme, regional sacurity, and economic sanc:

tions. Both countries entered the negodiations

tion don't just drsappear
becausa two sides sign a piecs of paper. That
kind of history leaves deep suspicion behind.
In an environment like that, every statement
gets read o proof while the ather side is rega-
tiating in bad faith. &n Mol can put chared
mtentions on papar, but it can't unda decades
of distruzt overnight. And without real confi:
dence betweoen the partios, even a carciully

worded agreement i3 ane bad news cycle away
from falling apari

There iz alsa a simpler problem: gowern-
ments change, but agreements are sgned by
governments. . Electiorz  happen, leadership
zhifts, domestic pressures |zn:.lilu:l_ ideclogies
clazh, and suddenly a new administration daes-
n't see the paint in hoaowing what its prede-
ceszar signed. Add in regional oflies, military
establishmants, and domestic interest groups
all pulling in different directions, and you start
to sea why so many BMOAUs fall apart, ot nec-
essarnily bocause the diplomacy was flawed, but
because politics itself is unstabla by mature.

& Fattorn Repoated Across the 'Warld

The instabil ity of the US-lran Mol i= nat an
izalated programme. Similar patterns hawe
repeatedly emerged ncross tha intemational
sceng, The 1994 Agreed Framewark bobween
the United States and Morth Eorea initially
pramised to freeze Pyongrang's nuclear pra-
gramme in gachange for economic asistance
and energy coopearation. Howewver, thess
mutual accusations of nonrcompliance, grove
ing mistrust, and changing political pricrities
ewentually led to its :-:ﬁlapmr allewing Morth
Korea to resume itz nuclear weapors pro-
grammie

Likewise, tho 235 Joint Comprohensise
Flar of Action (FTPOMA) was widely regarded as
a landmark diplomatic achievement that wauld
place strict limits on Iran's nuclear activities;
Hevertheless, tha declining paldical cammit-
ment and the subsequent withdrawal of one of
its principal parties had waakenod the agree-
mant significantly, as illustrated by how even
mord camprahansive diplomatic arrangemants

remamn vulnerable to palitical change.

The Binsk Agreements of 3014 and 2015
were boing negotiated 10 end the conflict in
oarstorn Ukraing. Despite the repeaied caases
fire commitments, siolations continued, and
weak enforcemant mecharisms had been pre-
venied by meaningful - accountabif iy
Utimateky, the agresments fasled to provent
the escalation of conflict, demaonstrating that
the diptomatic understandings require cffec-
tive implemantation

From am ta Sustamatie Peaca

MOUs =till matter a5 thay open communi-
cation and ease immodiata tensicns throwegh
tham. But they should never be confuzad with
an actual solution. Lasting peace needs a lat
more tham a signature, inchuding transparent
implemantation, |egal accountabil ity, and gen-
uvire political  will to  follow  through.
Governments should deal with what is causing
tha conflict i the first place by niot just paper-
ing it ower with symbolic agreaments. In'the
end, dipdomatic success isn't measwrod by haw
many documents get signed, but oy whather
stztes actually hanour what they agreed 1o

If international diplomacy has taught. us
amything, it's this: “peace doesn't come from
signatures  alone.” Memorandums  of
Understanding can initiate dialogus and
reduce immediate risks, but they cannot sub-
situte for trust, political courage; and long-
term cooperation. The US-ran Mol serves as
ancther reminder that agreements buwilt on
fragile foundations rarcly withstand geapal it
cal realitizs. The Maldl will continue ta offer
hope on pager while leaving conflicts unre-
salved in practice.
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Climate change poses  Ahsan calls for greater use of

serious threats to
{.-.numrfﬁ economy:
Nasir Shah

Sindh Local Government
Miniater Masir Hussain
Shah, while addressing the
Climate Finance
Accelerator Investor
Roadshow, said that
climate change in Pakistan
s not merely an
environmental issue; it also
poses serious threats to
the country’s economy,
agricultural lands, cities,
infrastructure and people.

FHe zaid that building 2 greenor
and more resil iont economy requinas
new ideas, inmovative technologios
and investment.

He added that comparnias
operating . in. Fakistan are cone
tributing to the devalopment
of the country's climate
DCOMNO Y.

Sy Masir  Hussain
Ehah further stated that tha

overnment could not teck-

o thiz challenga alone, as
pukblic funds were also limit-
ed. Attracting private inwost-
ment raguires - considarablo
eHort and a stratogic
spproach.

FHe =said that
Sind h also feced A\
climate-related | .
risks. bat. there
wore opportunis ‘
ties in clean
cnargy, water
management,
wasto:  man
mgoment, agri-
culture - and &

infrastructurs.

He strossed the urgent necd to
transform ol imate change challengos
into wviable projocts capable of
attracting investment

Eritish Daputy High
Commissioner, Chairman of the
Planning and Development Board
Majarm Shimed Shah, and representa-
tives of wvarious companios alsa
addrossed the cvont

Majpm Shrmed Shah said in his
specch that from the planning and
Crevelopment bomrd’s perspoctiva,
we are working to indantify and sup-
port projects that respond to Sind h's
d-aa'cll:-lz-pmnnt and ciimate priorites.
Cwir ameas of intorest include renew-
able energy and energy efficiancy.
climata-smart asgriculture, watar
security and irrigation efficiancy,
resiliont wrban  infrastructure
swaste management and cercular
poonomy solutions, as well as tech-
nologies that can help com-
munitias and businesszos
adapt to climate risks,
he added. He =said
wa weicome part-
norships wiith
investors, financial
institutions  ,dewvel-
cpmant partners,
resaarch  organizations,
technolegy  providers
and local communities.

WEWS DESE

space technology on climate

Thex Space and Upper Atmaspnens Rescarch
Commisson SUFARCD, n oolaboration with
tha United Mationz CHfioe for Cuter Spece Afmis
LUMOO5A), the imerldamic Mebwork on Spaos
Scioncos ard Techralogy ISMET], the Asis-Facihc
5 pace Cooperation Onganizstian (AFSE0, inau-
gurated  the  ktermational . Condorence  an
Leveraging - Spece Technology far EWAAll,
Climaba fictons and Deaster Risk feneszment gt
Sorena Hotal, ismabad.

The fve-day confemnce, being heid from 27
ta 51 Criooer 2024, brings fogether 250 nation-
al ard irtemations! partcipants 10 siplomn He
mole of 3pace techroiogy in strenglhering eary
WATING SpEsemE, of mabte nesilience and deaster
risk menegament. Foderal Minister far Planning.
Dioviopmient and Spocial infiatives, fAhesn igbes
was the Chied Guest of the coremony,

The contensnoe brings Sogather anound 250
naticnal ard-insemational participants from 20
countnes. Alongsice fhe omganizers,; SURAGRCO,
UMNDCSA, UN-SFIDER, EMET and APSCO, nier
nationial paricipation inciudes the United Nations
Word Fooda Frogramme SWFF), the inlomations
Teecommunication Urion (1TU], ard speco sno
rescanh agenoes 1M pafner CoOUTROES, Smong
them the Mational Research and inrousation
Agoncy of Indonesia {ERINI, the Irerian Spoos
Researth Canfor, the Space Research ard
Technoogy Conter of Irag, the Tumksh Space
fponcy, TUBITAK Space Todhnalogies Rescarch
Institute, Vistnam® Meatonal Remote Sereng
Department end Minisiry aof- Agroulue and
Ermironeners, and Mepal's: Ministy of Enengy,
Wiator Resoumes and Imgation

Mational partidpation - spans’ gowemmert,
dieacier managemont ard public-sacior instib-
tians, inciuding the Ministry of Climata Change
and Emvimrmental Coomdination, the Ministqy of
Forgign  Mffmiss, “NOMA,  the  Pakistan
Mpicormologizal Copartment, - the Pakistar
Climate Change futhonty, the National Dsater
Kok Mansgoment  Funal, the Planning
Commission, ihe State Bari of Pakistan; SECFP
tha Fodardl Flood Commiesicn, Pa-EPS, the
Funjab Forest Depariment and the Puniab
Information Technalogy Soamd.

The conlorence aisn sees mmang particpa-
tion fom academia This diverse partcipation
reovices & platforn for experis, policymaiers,
recoanchers and msttutional mpeseniatives to
oxthanige knowiedge, SN SKDETancos - and
sforgthen imtematiana’ cooperation in e
application of space tochnology for cardy wam-
ing. climate aclion and oisacter riek aseesment.

The materenon tocuses on e Earty Wamings for
A [EYWAI infiatve, gisaster sk sesessment,
climate action and the use af =atedite-bawsd
infommation and gecopatial techrologies 1o s
port timaly decsion-making.

Chairman SUPARCO, Mubarrmad  Yousa#
Khan, welcomed the panicpants and hightighied
e growing mportarce of space-baced appdics-
tions i climate monitonng. disaster maragoment
ard ooty waming - 5stens He underscooed
EURARCOs roky in developing and utiliding cates
|i-based capabiiites $o suppart national prian-
tizs, particulary in mondonng  erwimarmansal

changes, a=0ising disasior risis and prowicing
timely information bo efewant staloholders.,
Aodressing the iraugural seshon, the Chist

Quest, Federal Minister  for  Planning,
Deowalopment and Speciad nitatves, Shsan igbal,
pmohasized the critcal ke of scienoe, techrake-
gy and reemations| cooperation i aodmssing
climate-related dhatenges and sirengthoming
Psiistan's sedl isnce 1o natumal disasters. He high-
| ightted the dosa lira between of mate sk, ooo-
ramic development, fiscal stabd ity and poverty
reduction, recaling that the devasiating Hoods
of 2072 caused direct losses equivalant fD
approwimataly 22 percent of GDF.

He undamsmoned the impotanos of. integrat-
ing climatz mslience No nationad sconomic
plarning and pudd ic-sector deselopment oo
ois, emphasizing the potential of space-based
technologies, incleding salelMe-based Earth

ochmervation, mabtecmiogy and  communicabon
aysterns, to stengthen cerly waming sysioms,
dizassar rise assossnend, ol mate manitanng ard
STETPoNCy MSporas.

The Federal ingfer chermed the need to
treriate wchnotogical advarcements irio practcal
cubmmes through efiective pol ickes, stonger instr
tutional cooedination and irbemational cooperatian,
Rifrring 3o the Exry Wamings for All {0481 ini-
tiathee, b hightighted the importance of timety ang
el iable wamings T reducing deastenmisbad losses
ad protecting vulnerable comrmuniics

He also called for impnowsd data-sharmg

mochaniams, mesiment i Auman ara instibe
ticnal capacty, mnavative Snancing modeks, ana
enhanced mgonal cocperation: Liging the con-
ference to develop actionable secommendations
on institutional arrangaments, dxts sharing,
financing and capacity buiding, he' maffmed
iht thes- Ministry of Flanning, Develcpment and
special Initistrves. wolld consider these seoomr-
mordations in the national planring proces.

Ther inaugura session also featured remanks
by representatives of partner onganizations,
ncluding BSMET  Exgoutive  Direciar,  Whinir
Ahrmad fzad, LOOSS Diector, st Holls
Maini and  APSC0 Eecretary-Gangral O farg
Hui. Their particpation underscomd the impar-
tzrnce of intemational coilabaration and the shar
g of expertise to ankanca the cordrbution of
=& seienos and techrology o glhbe doveicp-
ment ard deastes =il ience. WE

SC eriticizes
Punjab Police
over failure to
arrest accused

The Suprema . CTowrt has guestionod the
performanca of Punjab Police ower its failur
to arrest an accused daspito the mejection of
hiz bail applications by tho triad court and tho
High Court, asking why he had not bazn taken
into custody

The court observed that Funjab Folice had
tailed to arrest accused parsons GVEn in SanoUs
cases, including murder, daspite the rejection of
thair bail applications.

Cwring the hearing of a bal pettion in a
chagua dishorour case, fustica Malik Ehahzad
Ahmad Khan questioned a Punjab Folico official,
asking why the accused had not beon amasted
despite the rejection of his bail pleas by the trial
court and the high court.

He observed that the accused hed
spproachad the Supremse Court without bal.

Justica Malik Shahrad Ahmead Ehan ramarked
sarcastically that, given such rformanca, tha
court should recommand the official for appaint-
ment &5 mspoctor general of polica

Justice Shakea! Ahmad ocbsereed that it hed
become routine for Punjab Police not to arrest
escouzod persons after the rejection of thair bail
spplications, adding that even in murder cases,
arrests were not made following the dismissal of
bail plaas.

Cwring the hoaring, Justica Malik Shahiad
Ahmad Khan asked the sccused’s counsel whethar
he would withdraw the petition himself or whether
the court should dismiss it on merit. Tha counsal
subsequantly withdrow tha bail petition. The court
later dispoaed of the matter after tho accused sur-
renderad belore the police. Mows s

Pakistani student honoured by
Tiirkiye’s President Erdogan

Pak-Turk Waart Internationsd Schoos
& Coleges. enabling her ta partic
pake in these prestgious evends and
represcrt her instibution on infsma-

Ireaya Rhen, & Grage 9 shugent at
Pak-Furk Maarif Irsemational Schook &
Calleges’ &gia ‘Irlan Gids  Campus,
Labare, has pamed irmomationsl oSithne

tiom iy seourng fisst pace in wa gicba ticnal plat-
compeliions ‘and meoowing an sward o,
shioid from. Turkish Presidend In recog

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

The award wers presomicd
during the Tukish Maarit] §
Foundations 10th Arnieimany (0
colebration  held.  in " o
driksra, whee  har F
achisvements wone S8
reoognized &t the :‘
international forur. 49

Irezyga achiswad [ SR
boih victores !
wihike sudying r.'wh. |
Lahore Dirzam L aagll
Qarcens Campas
fg 8 Crade T s
dang, sho securod
fist  place At
Toknofest in
Lefkosa, Morthem
Cypne, =aming = |
trophy, mooal end
cazh - prize,  She
subsequerntly
claimed another
frst-place vicony |
ai the
International
STESMN Campetiian ’
in Babu, Arcebaijan, s a
Grzoe B sbudertt, nocmiv
ing & lapiop in recognie e T
tian ot her achicwermont nition of her accomplishments,

Both of lnaya's nbematonal com=  Inaya was ifvited to attend the
patition wisits wore fully funded by Turkish Maarif Foundation’s 10th

FFCC questions
SNGPL's
handling of

Rs 17m bill

Tha Fodora Constilubronal Court of Pakistan
[FCCF] has guastionod the pedformance of Sui
Marthemn Gas Pipelines Limited (SMGFL aver the
ssuznce of -a BT million gas bill to & consumer in
Feshawar, azking when the department cetacted tha
alleped iHogal tse of gas and what ewidence it had 1o
establizh tha wialation

The cowrt allowed SHGFLs counset to submit rale-
vant documents in the case.

# bench compnsing Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizw
and Justice Muhammad Karim Khan Agha on Tuesday
hzard an appeal fied by SHGPL agairst relief granted

& cowt to Poshews consumer Ifan Ali, who had
challenged tha Fsi7 mill ion gas bl

Duwing tho heanng, SMGFLs counsel contonded
that the corsumar had used a domestic gas connection
far commercial purposes.

He =asd an inspection had been conductod and tha
use of & domestic meter for commercial purposes had
bean ostablishad.

Justice Syed Hasan Azhar Rizd asked whether tha
consumer was running & ChG station, & tandoor or 2
heated. The counsel replied that the domesbc gas was
beirng wsed far a hespital,

The judge quasticned what evidence had been cok
locted during the inspection and -what material had
been seized from the pramises. He ooserved that tha
gas util ity should explain when it became zware af the
alleged illegal w=e

Justica Rzvi remarked that someomna must harea
wosted gz worth K317 million while ardimary con-
sumiers wiere paying high prices for the comimaod

Expressing displeasure over the utility's perfoom-
ancao, he termed the Stuation an institutional failure and
criticised employees for sitting in air-conditioned
offices. Ha alsa remarked that, while the police had a

Annovorsary. celebration, held at
the FPreoidential Complex - in
Arkara. Heor wisit to Torcye was
fully funded by Fak-Tark Maarif
miemational Schoals & Caolleges.

in the presence of President
Aot Toyyip Eddogan, wha attended
the |andmark colecration, |naya
receved o awerd shicld from the
Frosident of Tirkie and Chaimman of
the Turkish, Masrif Foundation, Mr
ishmut Mustafs Cedil

The occazon marked & tig-
nificant moment of recogrdtion
for the young studeni, ‘whose
achicyements have brought dis-
tnction borhar institutian.

Naw cortinung her studies
at. fisifa Irfan Girls Campus,
Lahon, lnaya’s achisvemanis
xilect the potential of young
leasmes when felert = sups
carted snd opparhunities ane
made acoasshia.

Her jourmey aiza high-
|5ghite Pei-Turk Maart's coms
mitmani to enccaraging stu-
denis fo pursue oxcellence,
participate . in international
campatitions and . broadsn
their horizora beyond the
clazzrmom

Her accomplihments
stand as & soomce of pride for
the wider Pak-Tude Maarid
cammunity and undemscons
the @nstizdtion's contirued
commitment 1o nururing tal=
ent and supporting - studants in
achiewing success on international
phationms: KEws DX

Sindh rejects MDCAT claims, says
Karachi students outperformed others

The Sirdh

) psamment has rejected
ohjections an

claims regarding the

with an svorage scone of 10747 marks,
the lotter statod.

promote transparancy
Tha Sindh govemment maintained

tion resuits not bemada confroversiad for
poiitical purpeses.

bod regutation, them were sencus prablems within the
gas department zs wall.

Justice Muhammad Karim Khan &gha eobserved
that gas theft and misuze were sedous issues. He said
EMGFL was & miajor arganssation and should denl with
sich casas seraushy

EMGFLs counzal sought tima to submit the relevant
deocumernts, which the cawrt allpaad.

frcarding to the case badiground, SMGFL had
issuwad a Rs17 million gas bill to Ifan Ali, who chal-
lenged it bafare the relevant court and abtainied relicf.

2024 Medical and Dental College 4

Admizzion Test (MOCAT] 2026, maindain-
ing that Karachi cendidates perfosmed
better than students from other drisions
of the provincs.

fccording to socurces, tha Sindh
Health Degartment has submitted its
response to the Pakistan Medical and
Diomtal Council (FMEDC!, refuting dams
that Karachi students performed poarty in
the esamination. In s batter, the depart-
ment said an anahesis of MOCAT results
amed district-wise data did ot support
allegations of pocor pedormance by
Karachi candidates,

fccording to the department, 33,336
candidatas appeared for the examination
acrass Sindh, while 57.94 per cent of can-
didates in the pravince soarad 90 ar more
miarks. Karachi recorded the highest per
farmance amang the provinco's divisions,

the 9505 candidates wha
nppeared from Karnchi, $6 98 per com
scored 30 or mone marks, while 57.78 per
cent secured #9 or mare marks, accord:
ing to the department s figures

The better also cited the performance
af other drisars, stzting that 55.04 per
cant of candidates in Sukbor, 54.50 per
cant in. Larkana, 53.62 per cant
Shehead Benanrabad and 5234 par cant
in Hydarabad scored 20 or mone marks,

The haoalth department said alf dis-
tricts of Earachi werd amaong tha nime
best-performing disticts in Sindh, besed
an its analysis of the results. The depart-
mant said its assessmient was bosed on
data compiled by Sukkr IBA Tasting
Sarvices (5715, which conducted the
MDCAT axamination during presiaus
yoars. It added that 5TS hal:?pl.hlimed
candidates’ marks and domicila details 1o

that seats in public medical calleges ame
allecated an o district-based basiz under
the applicable admisceon rules, with
Karachis seats reserved for candidates
hicddireg the relevant Karachi domicks

The department said higher scores
obtainad by candidates from other des-
tricts would net change tha aflocation
of seats designated for Karachi under
the existng admission policy. i also
noted that studants from differant dis-
tricts may prepare in major oties,
including Karachi, Hydarabad, Sakkur
mnd Larkana

The dopartmant argued that cand-
dafes r.hau@ not be viewed with suspé-
cion solely because they obtzirned hgher
marks than others on the basis of their
damicile. K ealled far the schiauements of
MIO:CAT candidates acrom Sindh to bo
recognised and urged that the examina-

The dewel cpment Follows. a lettersent
by the PMOC to the Sindh Health
Departmant on Octaber 5 regarding con-
cerns over tha MOCAT

Earlier, the federal gavernment had
approached the Snd b gowernment cvar
complairts abow the examination and
called for an independent and tranzpar-
et ingLEry

The PMOC wrote to Sindh's health
mimistor, asking the provincial gewvarn-
ment ko ireestigate allegations linked to
tha axamination. The Snd h government
were directed to complets the mquiry
and submit & repeart within bwo weaks

The devalopment follows complaints
on social meda alleging that the MOCAT
question papar hag been loaked and
lawmakors had alss rased concems cver
the credibility and transparoncy of the
comination. kP

The gas utfity subsequently filed an apped befora the
Federal Constittdional Courd against the decision in tha
corsumar’s favour. HEwS bes
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QatarEnergy
halts LNG

supplies to
Pakistan clients

Edizon and soma Fakistani cl ients of CiatarEnergy
wall niol recaive liquahed natursl ges (LMNG) from the
Gutf suppl ter until the end of this yesr, the lalian wil -
ty and & market source zaid on Tuesday.

In a miessage on the platform of kaly's enengy mar-
kets manager GME, Edizon said OatarEnergy had
extended force majeurs on LMG defieenios to end
Decamizar fram a previous early-December deadiing.

A further three LNG cargoes that wers intendad
far the |talian utility - one of Oa2tar's biggest cus-
tomers in Europe - wall be alfecied by the suspen-
sian, Edison sard

Cliants in Pakistan wers also informed that farce
majeure netices had boen extendad wntil the end of
thiz yaar, ona person with knowledge of the matter
told Beuters OatarEncrgy did not imimediately
respand to a request for comment. The Suf suppdi-
er has cancelled deliveries to Edisen since April dua
to disruptions caused by the Irmn war, which bagan
in fate February,

Edisen holds = longsterm  contract  with
CatarEnergy for the supply of 6.4 billion cubic metres
of natural gas per year to Haly, arcund 1056 of the coun-
try's annual consumption. The contract, which has been
in Force sinca 2009, hias a total duration of 25 years. Tha
lack of supply from Catar, a low level of ges storage in
Eurcps and gradually coscler weather have pushed the
benchmark Dutch - price for gas to above E95 per
miegawatt hour this waek, close to its highest levek
zince December 2032, arees

J1. government
to moot fuel
relief expansion

Continued fram Page 1

Cppostion parties have repeatedly organired
demuanstrations against fuel price hikes, while tho gow-
armment has defended the lovy 25 necessary to stabil ize
the ecanomy and stain fiscal reforms.

Rehman's party has held major damonstrations
owdr potraleum lewy sinco Awg. this year. Last month,
the party lad a march towerd the capital, |dlamabad, but
Rehman asked his supportars m Multan to disperse fol-
lpaing what ho callad a request by Prima Minister
Shehbaz Sharif te temporardy halt the march

“if the gowernment dost not annownce & ralied
package and doas not makd progress toward abalish-
g thi lensy, we wall have to s oni the roads,” Rebman
was quoted as saping on Teasday.

Flarning Minister Ahsan |gbal stated on Tuesday
that o joint cemmitiee compraing members of JI and
ropresardatives of the gevernmant would be formed to
espand the scope of the petrof relief schame

In & press canferencs in 1damabad, I|:||:|a| rimted that
the gowernment was aware of haw an inorease in fual
prices impacted ordinary people, adding that the pre-
mier remaned acutely aware of this snd wanted to
waork to protect tha "wilnerable sectors” of the popu-
laticn from the Puel hika.

Ighal stated that both PM Shehbaz and Eehman
agreed to fomm & committes that would cormist of three
members from Ji and three reprezentatives from thea
gowarnment.

"The gowernment represantatives. will mcdude
Deputy FM Dar, Rana Sanaullab and mysalf:"

Igkal furthar informed thak the governmant had
told the JI delegation about its “challenges” and
had alse heard the party's proposals, nating that
both parties agreed that their goals of providing
relief to people ware similar, with the gowernment
insisting on the need to adept 2 durable and “auws-
tainable” path far this purpo=a.

Igbal alza zaid the committes would examina
how the current relief scheme could be axpanded
=0 that more “"deserving people’ could avail it,
adding thai tho committes would also look ot how
the petroleum lewy could be abalished in the next
budget through a phased process. Adviser to tha
Prime Minister an Paolitical Affairs Rana Sanaullah,
also speaking at the press conferance, noted that
V.27 crora peaple were awailing the Rs100 per
litre patrol relief scheme, further moting thiat this
numbar was axpectad to reach two crora in the
coming days

The ménister added: " The govemment is attempi-
ing to provide relief to the common and poor man =
miuch-as possible, and we appreciote JF s afforts far ths
purposa, but we need to make this relief targeted =a
that it roaches the most doserving people® e e

Pakistan calls
for UN Security

Council veto reform

Fakistan Mlondmy |:-:-|:| the L
Oonersl fssernbly that meform of the
Seounity Council must tackls the vea
power, heid by the fwe pommanent

mamoers -+ US, Busia, Chira, Frarce
arcd UK = to end the 15-membar
body's insfitvtional paralyss and

make it more effectve and squitakle.

"The mause of tha vwoto uarder
mines the Seournity Counc?'s effoctive-
ress and e credibility of the UM
whia giving the pemmarert five
unmasched mfiuenoe throughout tha
LB zy=iern, " Paiizzani dolegaie Gu
Cisimar Sanwani 1ol the 193-member
Azsemibdy whem eprpseatatives it
erated oals to restruciune the Counci
o Mk it more responsive 1o its pri-
miary rofe of msnteining intornational
poaca ard security, as they debated
Lea of tha wabo

The General Aszembly conyoned
in lima with recolubion T&262, adops-
ed indipril 2022, which mandsies it 2o
Feald & zesmion within 10 warking days
af ‘2 wetn baing cast in the Secirity
Counxil.

With the' campaign of nde,
Brazil, Gemmamy snd Japen for
permanent weats on the Councl
in mrg, Sareani, & coursellor
ard pal itical copdinator in- the
Pakistar Mimsion W the UM,
=5d MOIE - parTErent memre
bars ard mom wotoes. would
geepen exsting inequalities,
parpotuste historical prviloges, cne
sip new oontres ol power end
increwse 1he risk of irstfutions) parmj-
yuiz "lat.r be clear the pmobemz
canmat be the solition,” ho said
highlighting - that Fakistan/|taly-led
Uniting For. Consersus (URD) group
remang opposed to aodition of oy
row indvicdlsl pormanent memoer
o1 en expanoed Security Councl

“¥iie baliows that the vero should
be abalished o at leas: sowsraly
restricted; #-must not be expandsd,”
Sanwmni saidl

Fakistan, he ssd, supported resa-
lution 75242, caying any measures io
resirict or restram the uze of the veio
miust be consstent with the L
Charter prosisions.

fogading e rogatve povear of
the wio to "bodk”. Sarwani said
Pakistan  belicwos
that this can be
better - bak
anicod by
placing
rasirictizns
oA the s of
the wota or
by erhancing
tho numbar
ard ke of tha
clected members
of the Courcil
theough

larger reprecantation and t'lr.'mb,.'

changrg she threshpld for sppeoal of
decsions by the Council - 1o maka it
miom demacretc ard to sone &5 an
eflective check on tho use of weta.
Cpaning the meeting, General
fszembly President Khalilur Rabman
[Banglegesh) saig that, with 21 such
meestings cormened & part aof the
veto initative, the "mechanism has

becomie an estat! ished expeesion of
transpanency, accourtability ard col-
octive recpansibility - withm  our
arganization”;

He commended the Socority
Council for its timely special meparts
10 the General Sssembly and its per-
merant members' particpation N
those debates, noting that bumarey
5 bost served when both: ogars
"aparate in balanoe, each fulflling itz
diszinct yel compdemertany moponsi
bilites under the Chartes®.

Moking ihal the Coundl's ehoc-
fivaress dr!l:l‘:r MpsTiE poople T
ng in candlics, i inzeouriy and humani-
tarian suffering, he said when it does
not act desnitivaly, the cost is bome
*fist and foremoot oy those most
affecied by violenco and imstabd ity

It iz my hopo that the Courcil
will frid the conzersus needed 1o Bt
decisvely i the senice of peacs -
and that e vweito inifiathe wil be
necded less ofien”, he 'said, uging
welated debabes to  not
becoma  mpetitve
exasTEss, but help

woop o dimlogue
i e,

*Let us neaf-
fem that mo

woto  zhould
oring an end
to  disfogie
arad dipfomacy
and that the principles of the Charter
must tondinue 1o guide our oo fociive
soarch for posca”, Ranmen =id.

In the enzming debaic, dels-
gates haghlighted the pregent and
i ential pitfas' of & velo-laden
_-n-cur1._|r Councill with Cite rnpllc:-
tiore in regicrs and beritodies far
from iha location whare tha' deci-
Sici 3 fofoon. NEWS DESX

Murad assures GB of Sindh’s

support in healthcare, housing

Sindh  Chiet Minister Syed
Murad A% Shah on Tuasday amuned
Gilgis-Baltistan  Chied  Minister
Amiad Hussain Azag of Sindh gow
ernment's Rl  coopesation Cin
improving _ healthcans  Facil itios,
strengthening the ‘revenues system
end retuwilding homes for flood-
affoctad famil ies in Gilgit-Ealtistan.

The undorstanding wes, mached
|:|Jr|'15| & meoting botwoen tho two
chied ministers at CM House, whese
they discussed vanious amas of mub
el interost and agread to strangthan
irstitutional coocperation between
Zrg b and Cilgit-Baftistan, The mest
|rg was attendsd by Sindh Menictor
far Home Ziau| Hassar Laniar, Spocia
Beziziant Syed Qasim Mavoad, PSCM
figha Wazl, Chairman Karachi Port
Frust Eoar Admirsl {refd) Shahid
dhmed, Secrotany Health Tahir Sangs,
arid WICWE! Probeszar D Acad Bilsi

During the meeting, the Gilgit
Balbstar chief minisisr soughs e
SZndk gowemment'z  assitance in
improwing the facilities &t 2 candiac
Fospitsl i his provineco:

Responding o the request, T
Mumad dinected the Matioral instiuie
ot Cardovesoulyr Dissases (CWDN
to matend tedhnicel and instiutiona
surport for ppgrading the hospits
ared impeoving cardiac  troatment
#acil it in Gegit-Bahistan

He praoposed that the Gilgit
Baltistsn gowemment sign &
Momarandum  of  Undemstanding
Moll) with MICYD to fammral=e -:D-:IF-
pration and estatdish a Famewark for

the hompirtal's upgradation,

The Sindh chief minisier =id that
MICVD: would ass=t in improwing car-
diac: hdalthcare- services in Oegit-
Baltstan, anabling pationts b= banetit
fram beotier treatment faciliies

Thie tw chiof miristers also held
defailed discussions on the establigh-

ment ol a Eeverus Board in GiF’:-
Baltstan end the development of an
cifeciive revenue admiresiration sys-
tem in the regeon.

CM Murad dissctad tha chairman
of tha Sndh Revenue Board io
exiond full sz=siance 1o the Gilgs-
Heitistan government in this regard.

He said: Sindh wes ready to

share itz institutional experignice

and provido tha necessary suppart
2 help srengthen reverue admini-
iration and improve the effective-
neaz ‘of the =ystem in Gilgits
Balbstar Both sides agread ta pro=
mobe instiutional colleboration and
gxchangs sxportise 19 imprave gav-
emancs and public senice el iveny

The meebng alo eviewed orogness
on ihe reconstniction of houses for
tamilies affected by floods in Gilgis-
Balt=tan.

CM Mursd Shah mecafed that
Fawatan Pooplez Farty Chaimnan
Birwal Bhatto Zardari had diracted
the recorstruction of 200 homes {or
flood-affected families in  the
ogan. HEWS D

Pakistan’s las tanhquc restorers revive old treasures

Sitting ocutside his =mall shop in a
warren of alleyways i the ancient
Fakiztani oty ol Rawslpind, Ahsan
Shakee! buffed an antiqua brass pot to o
high skene, pressing it against a mecha-
nizad whael.

Wao've remowad all the dents, bt it
still needs polihing.” the T24aarcld
nestonar, among the last still practising s
craft, told AFP 2= the spEning bauffer sert
fine metal dust ino the ar

cistomiers  ara  maosthy
antique anthusiasts, mcluding forgigness
Today, he mosily relies an oaline plat-
farms and messaging applications to buy
and seil antiques.

°I don't hava the same healh any-
moee, =1 | rawal le=s,” he =aid.

Prices
but the number of cstomers has fallen
ovar bima, Shakeal said

*Tha money deesn't turm cwer quick-

collpctors  or

for antigues are an tha mcresse

Cuitting 2 job =5 o hotel cook,
Ehakeel followed in his father's footsteps
to becoms an antiques restarer, opaning
hiz warkshop m the Bhabra Bazaar markost
in densaly populatad Rawalpindi in 1980
Today, he iz one af the fast mazter restar-
ers preserving antigue metabwara in
Fakstan

Rawalpindi's rocts stretch back te
prehistaric hueman cettlements  and
over centuries: the pgarrison city
pwolved into a- major commercial hub
where metalcraft from the Mughal and
Eritish colonial pericds converged.
lawing insida his shop, Shakeal nawi-
patad wall-to-wall shelves stacked with
centuriez-old ewer jugs, samovars for
toiling, d=hes, jars =nd teapaots, most

of which wera made of copper ar
brass.

He ook gown vanous iboms - and
anthusiastically esploined to AFF ther
maiterials and ariginz.

The vintage itemes are row increasng
Iy rare in the modem era in which th
have been replaced by stanless steel a:g
plastic kitchermware. | used to travel
avenrahiore, Lahare, Gugranwala, Karachi,
back and forth (lo purchase antiques],”
he zaid.

Shakeal
restores mostly fram scrap yards, ports, ar

procures  the items he
houscheld dearances, ® , the cordi-
ticn of tha items = so bad that no ona
woud buy them” he said The shop
owrer and his colleague Shakeel Ahmed
restare the battered items by hammerng
oul donts, restinning the mteriors over
conl fires, and polishing the metal &
badly damaged item could toke a faw
days bo hoc After restoration, a pieco con
sall bebween 5107 and £1,.000: Shakeel's

by in this business. i's & very diow trade,”
b =3ed

"Customars who still cast, thay ars
ol many. They callect these things
becase they understand these itema.
Thosa wiho dan't understand them wautd
think 'z ol usoless,” Shakesl sdded
Ahmed =ud ha enjoyed restoring wom
and damaged objects becawse they carry
stores within them from different com
murities in the past or historica poriods

“This is awary old thimg, " the SS-year
old man aaid =t his own dimby Iit work-
shop, & ha gnnt}lp uzed a smal hammer
to smeoath out little derds on a farge brass
hockah pips for smaking tobacoa.

“What we da is like putting life back
into tha dead " Ahmed =aid @

NATI@NAL

Cuba praises
Pakistan's
unwavering

support

Cuba's Ambasmador to- Pawisten, Damian Coedero
Tarres, has lsouded Paisten’s consistent support for Cuba
at intermatianal fonums; partiog arty At the LUnded hations,
while calling for 2n erd to the decades-cld United Siates
ormbarga that Hwvana ssym has soworely mmpacied the
cauriry's eonomy, healthcane system, and enengy secio:

fddnessing & press beiefing n Idamabed ahead of the
enral - United  Mationz General Aszembly woie on 2
meriution calling for the lifting of the US embango an
Cuca, &mbazmador Damian dovobted signiticant attenton
o Pakistan-Cuba relations, describing them as historic,
frignd by, and rocted in mutuel respect and ol idansy.

The Cuban ervoy thariod the Gowemment of Pakistan
for #s cortinued support at the United Sations, whem
klamsbad has monsstenty vobed in favor of escitions
opposing the embango. The smbessadorsaid Cuba acopiy
vaes Fakisian's princpled stance; which is besed on
respect for tha UM Chartor, intematons! |mw siate
sovereig nhy, and norrinterererce i the mtema! atfais of
couniries. "Fakitan has aweys stood by Cuba on
intematonal isoues and har consistantly sepported owr
peasition 2t the Unsted hlabionz Ve heghly spprecate this
Irendship ard sodidansy,” the - ambassadar said:

Racaling Cuba’s humanianan aszistarce o Fakistan
fallowing the devasiatng 2005 sarthguake, Smbastados
Gonzalez Graw zaid the tand between the two countries
remains. strong because both natians hewe demonstratea
colsdarity in.times of need. The ambassador nosed then
gurng wistz to Marsshm and Exsent, amssz heaviy
oflected by the earthquake, local residents =till
memembened and spprecated the contsibution of Cuban
rriecical teams who weneed in Pakizian during one of the
couriny's most difficult period=.

*| wems Abde tovist Manschra and Belakot and saw with
my cwn eyes that pecple hawe not fomgotion Cuba's
support. Pakision newes forgets fis friends, and Cuba newer
fongess Fakistan's sodidarty,” the ambessadar nomarkad

Thee brizfing primerily foosed on the impact of the IS
embamga on Cuba. Ambassador said sconomic sestrictions
end financiel sanctions hawe significantly constrained
Cuba's ability %o import omsential goods, nclading
medicines, fuel, and madic equipment.

The envoy stabed that persistont elecirioty shodtages
carsed by fuel corstrainds have afected hospitaks and
heathcam facdities across the sland Accoding to the
smbazmadaor, thousand=s of magical procedunss mmain
dolsyed bocause hoopitals am usrable t3 operato-at b
capecity due bo power shortages and limited nesources.

The ambasador ssid Cuba, onca knoan for producing
medicnes comesticaly and prowviding medical esssSanoe 1o
other coumtries, & row sireagling: toomeet its own
phamacoulical needs More than 100,000 surgeries ame
reporad iy aweiting schedul ing, while mary cancor patients
are facing diffinulties obtaining first-ine treatmens.

Dwcpite thosa chalenges,  the ambassador insisied
that Cuba semains committed fo maintaning its pubisx
healthcare - and  socia! welfare sysiems.  Critscizing
Wathington's palicy towara Havana, the ambessader
arguod that the embergo B designed 1o solste Cuba
ecoramically and Financially

The envcy abo rejpacied allegatiors thet Caba
sporsces termorem, describrg such cloims 2z palificaly
mativaiesd and incorsistert with Cuba's langstanding
support for dipfomacy and infemational cocperation. “The
Cuban poople have suffered the corsequerces of thesa
palices for mom than sk decades Cuba believes in
cealtgue and mutusl respect, bul such engagemant must
be based on equality and recogrition of our sowersignty,*
the ambeszador zsid.

Responding o guestons  about whethor counfries
such =1 Pakistan, China, or- Russia could help meociabe
bertween Cuca ard the Ureted States, the ambasssdgor saio
the msue altimatohy |:|-:'|:rr.'rr:|' oR docisionz taken in
Wiazhington and Havana “This &= undamentady & bilateal
matter between Cuba and the United: Staies. Wo ane
prERansd 1o angage N dalogue, but discumione must ake
pace in an simaschons -\:F_rnl.-JaI respect and withaut
cocroaan,” the ormeay w=id. i

PT1 rejects
gnmnmr*ﬁ
rule. demands

IK release

Continued from Fage 1

it abo expressed concarn pver arrests, raids and
restrictions targeting PTI's elected leademship, party
organisations ‘and workers in the name of

counterterrarism, warning that counterterronsm
cperations must nol be used as a pretest for palitical
victimisation or the removal of an elected provincial
governmant.

Tha PTl parliamentary party strongly condemned
what it describod as pnliti:aﬁ:.' mativated arrasts,
abductiors, r.ud'. harmsment and legal proceedings
against party leaders, lawmakers, workers and their
Farmily rnu'ng-:r:. particulzrly in connection with tha
party’s long march

It demanded the immediate ralease of bmran Ehan's
sstars, Shah Mahmoaod Cusreshi, Dr Yasmin Rashid, Ejac
Chaudhry, Umar Cheema and other pal itical prsoners
and detained workers hald wder the Mairtenance of
Fublic Grder [MPO] ke

At the sama tme, & sccuzed the Pakistan Muslim
League-Mawar {PML-N) gowernment of deficerately
attermpting 1o creade dnisions betwesn imran Khan, PT]
and state imctitutions.

Accarding to the msolution, partraying the party's
democratic and constitutional struggle es hoszility
towards tha stale undemmines nabional unity, weakens
public confidence in state institubions and deesris
aitention from the country's genuine security
challznges.

Tha party called for effective and coordinated
measures too rectore peace W oaccordenca with the
Caonstitution, the rule of bye, provincial nghts and tha
pratection of citizens” [ives,

Tha FTl parliamantary party demandad tha
restoration of the public mandate espressed in tha
February 8, 2024 general alections or, alematively,
fresh, free and transparent clections aoross the country.
It alzo callad for impartial imvestigations inte the ewents
of May 3, 2023, and Mowamber 26, 2024, kews bex
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Power relief threshold
to be raised to

250 units:

Minister dor Ersmgy [Fower Divigion]
Sarclar Agvais Ahmad Khan Legheri on
Tuosday said that the gowarnment was
warking on a system to prowide alactnicity
reliaf to corsumers based on posey
rather than corsumption of up o 500
urite. while offorts weors undaraay
b increese the axisting threshaold
ta 250 units.

Speezking during & Scrate
zozmion, Laghar said  that
waalihy CORSUMETS el
installing. sclar panels to noduco
thoir clectrcty corcumpdicn ®
ooloe 00 unitz and
subseguontly boretit fram
raliel nmtonded far
lawer-intome
housghoids.  He
sed thea
DIVEMTant Was
working. on a
plan o prowde
row e
speciically  ta
paopke  living
oolow tha
cawerty lire.

Arcconding
to Legher, the
number of
aiecticity comumens LEng ap.to 200 units
had reached 20 mill ion, with most of them
using zolar energy He sirezsed that
olecticity tenff slabs needed o oo
ootemined appropriatesy o present such
reoelemns in the future.

Tuming bo the power sector's hnandial
zituatian, Leghan said circular dabt had
cedired o Raf.&7 trilicn; The minicar
zaid the gowemment had 581 & target 1o
elimirete droder debt over the next foor
years, adding ‘that the ‘debt servicing
swtharge associsled with, circulss oetk

Minister

wiuld akss ba abaolished during the same
ranod

Ha ssid the minsty had recoivad
R=1.1& triflion in budgetary suppart when
the government assumed office, but the
amaunt had ded ined 1o Rsr00 Gillion
dJuring tha current wear Leghar
maintained that fosses incurred by
clectricily dielritution comoanies
CA3C0s] biad been reducod cvery
year. Howeser, he ackroweaged
that tha berefits of reduced |odoes
hsd not yet been passed on 1o
COTSIMETE

Dwring the seston, Sarator

Abid  Sher Ali reized
canoams aboat
elacyricity tariffs and

thesr i ot on

millians of Pakistars
He sd alecttcity
bills had  bacoma
urafordable aven
for protected
CanoImeTs.

"I a
consumer
uses  just

one unit
miare than 200
s, thi

alectricity. bill suogenly doukles,” -the
seravior said: He also guestioned whether
the burden- of  alectricity. theft n
districltion companies was-being passed
©f 10 POOIer oG meTs.

Responding to concems about the
tariff structure, Loghari strassed tha
need to determine alectricity tanff slabs
ina way that would prevent such
problems inthe future. Maarehile, anky
twe members wore present o the
government benches durng the Senate
proceadings. MENS ODE,

ATC rejects further

Pakistan, China launch
information corridor

Set up 18-outlet news exchange, fact-checking mechanism: Information corridor also
covers business partnerships, research, tourism and university youth ambassadors

Pakistan and China
have establshed an
18-outlet news
exchange and a
dedicated fact-checking
mechanism under a
newly launched
infermation corridor
aimed at expanding
madia cooperation,
Pakistan's information
minister said on
Tuesday.

Tne China-Fakizan
Infammation Comidar i ntended to
complemant | the . China-Pakisian
Ecomamic  Commidar \CFEC
Beijing's tlag=hip muiticill isn dallar
orongy, nfrastructue and industria
investment program in Pakistan, by
sirengthering communication and
public understanding of hilstera
ooopomtion.

The mMommeation cornidorErings
sogothar four ames of cooperation:
media, business and enterprise,
shink tanks and culure, tourssm and
youth. Cfficials ssy these actwilies
wil ponnect nstitutons and peopo
in both countries whikk buiding
support o their parneship

“A news exchange workng
group of 18 Pakistaré and Chinese
media arganizations,” ncuding
ciatn broadcasiers and private
chanrols, "raow shars worfod rows
on oUr cooponation,” ioemation
Minisbor Astaubah Tarar seid et the

riommation corridar's fsanch m
samabad

"slongside it, & dedicaied fect
check machanem tracks mielkeading
niamalive and snswers them with
conoabe facts.”

Tarar namea Chinese nows
agency Xinouz, Chine Moda Group
asnd Pacple’s Dedy smong - thae

particpants  in - the  media
comparert
Chirese  Forgign  Mimistry

spakesoemson  Meao dng  and
Ambasiador - Jieng  Zzidong
sttended. the coremony -at the
Palcstan-China Friendship Centar.

"We're ot tacing
misirdomation, fake news, and
ies." Mao cad. | beleve that's
the wery reason why tho launch of
CFIC &= nocossary, important, and
night an time,”

Tha smbamsdor = ke
miomaton cormidar would  help
oreada & moes heworable pubiic
opinion erviranmiont for pradiicel
mooparation, particalany the rost
phees of CPEC.

The oropoes dates bade ad
st o Mah Z022, whon Tarar
deoussad estabdishing &0
nfomation comidor  with - the
Chirgss ambassadar and calied for
momdination o counter whet he
dencribed 2z fake nows - abalt
CPEL.

Eayond media coopemtion,
the irformation carddar’s Busire=
momponent  has opened its Srst
regional office in Kerachi, Tarar
L[

It iz devsloping a poral ta
trach  trede, imwsstmen: and

I'I:hr:igr. direct imwessment,

alorg=ida 8 podcest seres
featuring Chiness - entropmnours
in  Pakztan and  Pakistarni
sritrepreneuss in China

Tha think-tant component, e
by the: FakistareChina stiute, wil
bring Pakistare messarch insttutions
togother with Chinese
courdercarts Hor joint akscussions;
reszancn and pobdications

Uraer the: cultune, bourem and
waush cormponers, $he lisst oohart
ol youth ambasadors has bean
rominated fom 13 Pakissani
L rsttios.

That companers: abo nduoes
work. on A pmoposed  Kinjpange
Gilgt-Baltistan - wourism  oorridar,
intended to oxtend wisits by
Chingsg tfraveles  into . rorthern
Patstan, ard & FakistareChina
frisndship malhe Mews pes;

remand of Hammad Azhar

A anti-terronsme court UATE] en
Tuesday meiocted & police mguest far
further physical “remand of ‘FT1 jeader
Hammag éizhar in the Jinnah Houce attack
case and seat. him 1o jail on jodicial
romand.

Sarwar Foad police had bookad
several FT leades and workers on
charges of  aitacking -and
vandalising Jinnah  Housa
during tho May 9, 2023 protests
against the armest of farmar
ceime minater imran Khan,

ficcording to his  famdy,
Agnhar was ammested an Sopt 5.
Howsrvor, pal ice said the
next ooy thoy wene
unirwsno of his
srest, Brnd he was
pochioed bofore
an ATC on Sept
7. Hiz iritial 21-
dery physical
remand
w8 %
oxionaad
at  leas

baice.
LA

5 nzly, upan tha completian of
the lrtest 12.day remand, the FTI lcader
was presented before A4TC Judge Sardar
Mahammad dkram ¥han on Tussday.

The imvestigating offices sought further
physica! Temand of ‘tha former hnanoo
miresier, siating that the palice wanfed io

-

canduct 8 polygraph tesi, ako known as a
lia datactar test

Haowover, Azhar's counsel, Barrghber

Abursr -Salman - Nisn, smgueed that a
ralygraph tast reguired the @opects
corsont.
Heo amgued that aoconging to a Labone
High Couwrt judgment, the procedurs
was to bo conducied during judicial
rEeTard.

The fatwyper said. the suapect was
ako. requined %o mage & sistament
before & megstrate  indicating
wihether he wished to undergo the
fest

firnar told the court that
ha did ot wan: o
undergs . the test if
the law sliowad him
to refuse it He said
8 suapect should
nal beo punished
tor the
orosocution’s
afeged lack of
knowladge
about the legal
raqiEnements

Atter hearing arguments from
thz prosecution and the defence
ovar the proposed polygraph test,
Judge Akram dismissed the polico
request for Turther physical remand
and sent Azhar to jail under judicial
custody. MERS bEs

IMAAN, HADI SECURITY BREACH CASE

Verdict Reserved

The trial ot human fights laeyer
Imaan Zamah Mazari-Harir and her
hizbarnd, Hadi ali Chattha, in the
soCurity ach case concloded at
Adiala Jail on Tuosday, with tha anti-
terrorism cowrk [ATC) resarving its
werdict.

Imaan and Hadi are facing a jail
trial-in a 2024 caso pertaining to the
alleged disruption of an international
cricket team's sacurity raute =nd
inciterment to public unrest. The
couple, aocused of mmu-ui:-.lg barriars

from the route, was indicted on
Oictaber T

On  Tuesday, bath accusad

recorded thair

skatarments under

Section 3d2 {powor
ta axaming the
accusad! of the
Coda of Criminal
Procedura, whila

i moal

arguments by the state counsel also
concluded during the proceedings.

Following tha completion of the
trisd and final arguments, the court
reservad its wardict and said that it
would be pronounced on Octobar Z¥.

&  day ' prior, the couple
approached the Suprerma Cowrt to
challanga the lslamabad High Court's
HC] Oct 19 order rr:I'u:-ir\-g to stay
the trial in tha case

The IHC had heard ther appeals
last week. against an Oce 10 ATC
order dismizzing 1J:|1:I:itinn:.
challenging the framing of charges
and the inclusion of terrorismeralat
provisiens. The high cowrt issuad
notices and said it would decide how
to procesd after recoiving responses
from the partias.

Tha couple has bagn injil
since thair armest on Jan 23in
a casa rogistarad against
them for protesting outside
thio IHC and  allagedly
manhandling the high court
Bar Associntion prosident
The arrest prompted
criticisrm by rights
bodias, politicians
and journalisks, who
stressed thi
coupke’s right to a
Fair trial. wews oesk

ECP reserves verdict on KP polls

The Electizn Commizsion of Fakistan
[ECF} on Tussday reserved ito werdict on tha
case conceming locat governmand eloctans in
Khybar Pakhtunkhwa, witk Chist Election
Commizsioner Sikandar Sultan Raja observing
that paliticsl goswesmments, rathar than the
COMmmirESion, wee esuctant ta hold local pofs,

The werdict will  ba apnounced ‘on
Weanosday, Dwuring the heanng, a benth
headed by the chied efection commissionar
examined the provinoa’ govemment's request
io defer ool goversment eloctars in 12
diztricts, citing law ena omer concerns and
the imposition o omangoncy.

Khyber Palnturabraa™ Advizer an Law,
fmir Lrved, tald the bendh that an emergency
heed bean impeosed 0 variows districts of the
pmwince on Octobar 171, while troces had also
been doployed in cortan aneas undar Ardicke
245 of the Carstiution.

He argued that holding local govamment
giactions in the 12 distrcts was rot possible
urrder the prevad ing circumstanoes. He also
citod the mposition of govemor's rue and
the absente ot provincial ministers, saying tho
govarnment necded . time to address . tho
siuation: imeccordarce with ground roalitiss.

The advizer nequesiod additional trme 1o
conzit the attamey gencral aral the govemar
on the matter.

The chied eleciion commissioner
guestionsd whother these wore the anly
graunds ‘for not halding the glections, asking
why pallk could not be conducied: despite

Khamenei wants tighter
control of Strait of Hormuz

Iranian President, Qatari Emir discuss boosting

ELECTION COMMIS

delimifation kaving been complieted 0 TS
dstncts

He obsenved thal the putdic bef iovad the
ECP did rot want to hold local gosemment
elections, whereas the reality was  that
ool itical . governments . wers refuctant to
conduct them:

*The truwih should come belome the
pcublic,” he momarksd, =dgding that the
commizson would Cissue an ooder on the
maties

Raja turther observed that holding local
gavernment eloctions degpite govemar's rule
o an omengentcy would e a1 achievement tor

political, economic ties

Iran'z Supreme Leader Ayatokah Mojtzba
Khamenes on TJI::.-:lax mot with Soourty Chied
Mohzen Eezasi, reatirming " the necessity of
tighiening the managemen? of the Sirait of
Hormuz, ® Fran@an media mported.

Khamenei, who has not beon soen in-pubdic
sree stcoeeding his zlan lather &5 Khamenei,
caled dor -enmuring that Tekman's condtions
weere met bo end the war.as Rozaci broted him
on the ouniry's situation and massures being
taken o address ongoing chalienges.

The supreme leader roathemed “the
impartanrce of refations with reighbouring
counthes besed on intorests.” ctres=ed tho
impartance: of pursiing fran's interests and
implementing its ponditions with the-aim ol
endng the war, and the “no war, nor peace
stuation”, siabe modia said

Ha awa sireszed the need o safequend the
rights and interests of tHe Irenian poope and
winat “Tehran cals. the “resistance fari” by

fulfilling the corditiors set by Irarasn officizl for
erding the moaflict with the U5

Khamerai further described the Supreme
Matiora® Security Councl as a contmal body for
managng state affsirs,  emphasizing
coordination among pol itical, eoonomic, outura
and secarty nshtutons.

Irarézn Presicent Mazoud Fereshkisn and
the Emir of Qatar Tamim Ein Hamad AkThan
disrusssd pupanding pol itical, aconomic, and
anergy oooperation as well 23 stengthening
cocedination - amars]. gas-oxporing countries
during & meeling on the Sdalines af the GECF
Summit in Moscow, accomding bo BNA on
Tiscaday

Tho eighth Gas Exporting Countries Fomum
summet has begun today n- Mosoow, with
Fezochyian in attencance.

Secrotary of the Suproma hlational Sacury
Council Major General Mohson Rerapi said on
Tuesday shat Washinglon'z inabi ity 1o provide

Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousaf Rafig. Office Mumber 1B, Firzada Streat, Pir Mohallah, Bew Find Sulkkur.

SIONS OF PAKISTAN

tha prosincied soministrative setup.

Curing  the proceedings, tha ECF
socnotary said plectons couid be hold even
during . emergencies  and.  wars, o citing
ntemational ‘examples in support of “his
argument.

ECF afficial alsa infomed the berch that
thera was no legal bar an cordecting iocal
govemmant clections diring an amargency,
mdding that lww and onder concems woes &
soparate matbar

Tha commession reserved Tl werdict,
‘which & ‘scheduled te be anncunced on
Wodnesdsy. MW BESE

sacurity giarantees has- becoms svident,
simessing el socurity in WWest Asia must be
hamegnow.

n a post on X on Tuesday, Rezaei said the
tnited States has rat brought seoanty to any
country in e region and caled for preventing
toreign irorwention,

“Weshingron's inakil ity o provide soousity
gierantees s beoome evident,” hoo woe.
*Soouity n West Asia must originase fom
within the region itsefl, and any fomign
riprvention must be prevenied, ® NEWS DESK
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Antonolf To Keep
Singing For Ex

Jack Artanoft cpened up about continuing to perform lows songs ba
pernned about ex Margaret Cualley, more than three meonths after they
soparatod

Tha musical artist, 42; wha zplit
with aciress, 32, this past July
sfter almost three years of mar
riage, spoko with The
Guardian abowt the mixed
feelings ha gots when he
performs love songs he
wrate in her hicnar.

Arntonoff ssid ke “obvi-
aushy was really warried
about this specific thing'
in terms of performing
sangs he 'wrote recently,
ewen dobating if hea
-'I'r:|u||:| amit them fram

I| sat long ard hara
with it and thought,

*H | changa tha
b setlist . 7 and
in my gut there
W3S & unars-
mious jury that
caid, “Ma, this
is the deal.”

Ha said
that tha ‘deal’
ha's made with
his fans is to
honestly reveal
heawy he teals wia

his music: ‘I'm
= gaing bo rise at
= mny meamand
" haowving 1o stand

teehind it far
L {***ing
EvEr HEWE DELE

clock a5 she showed off ber incredinle abs in a Chanel
bikeini for a new Vogue Austral ia cover shaot,

she recalled onco being todd
actress

Nicole
Kidman
Is Ageless
In Vogue

Micole Kidman appeared 10 have tumed back the

The actrezs, 59, looked incredible im the adianal as
she was 'too tall' to be an

Micale teamed the bikini with & pair of low
shurg denim jeans by the high-end fashion hausa
and & stalemert gold necklace as she
sparted 1o %u-:l ot hair
A second look saw the movie
star backing like a skater
chick in a Chanel beanie
Hat and matching manic. '|I
chromatic strapdess dreas %
as sha gared into the
CaTara.
The imker-
VIO SaW
Micole gues-
tioned by many
famous
Syuziral rans
Fifmmakar,
Baz Luhrmann
asked her: “"When
you're young,
thore's always a
big focus on fitting
in. |5 there some
I.hl'lE you viewed as
stmcha in Jpaur
youth that you've
sirce found to be a r.?'
strength? :
Mucola repl ied:
by height was an
pestacle. | waz the tallest in
thiz clazz, tallar than all the
boys. | couldr't fulkll being 2
EGallet dencer becausa | was
too kall.

‘Even &5 an actress, | was
tald, "You're teo tall, becouse
you're tatber than the leadng
mian.” HEWS DELE

Heidi Klum’s Creepy
Costume Teaser

be dressed up as 'an aatopsy
Cithers wondered if she
would b transfomming ino a
‘zombkie from The Last of Us)'
Somoane olsa simply
azzad, ‘Internal organs?
Cwver the past faw years,
Klum has becoma knoan
for the legendary looks that
shex wizars during her iconic
Halleween party in MHew
fark City cach heal-

Hesti Klum gave fans anothar
cryplic clus abowt her 20248
Hallowean costume, just a

wock ahead of her leg:
endary onnual bash,

The supermadel, 53 |

wha iz known far her
mcredibly realistic cos
tumies - sharad & grue:
some Irstagram photo

an Sundsy of what
appesred to be human

I:l:'?:lnlnrnp: & Iltu-:l.:rf.
Jhiat's my e — QOBS Wery
costume? Cne LM {- well with red
weak 1o wing, kka
go...." she . S supermoded todd
-.-.lmtc iri ke Paoplein an
caption, along f interview about
weith: a num- | her upcoming
ber of i 2 costume
Halloweezn HEWS DESK
amojis.
Cina
fan
gueszed
thiat Elum |
who presi-
oushy said
the cas i
turne
wiould ba |
wery
bloody l"
LI
guing |

Tom Brady’s Fling

Exposed

Tomn Brady and new Hame Candca
Swanepoe! "have boen dating in sacret for
mionths' and are spending a bak af timo
together,’ 8 new report on their
ramaree has revesled
it emerged on Salurday night
that the MFL icon has mowved on
from ea-wife Geele Bundchen
with Swanepael, another stun-
ning Victora's Seoet model
According to US Weekly,
Bragy, 4%, has been dating
Swanopoal, 35, 'for a whils,’
thowgh neither has puld icly
addressad the ramors ar
responded to requast far coam:
meant fram the Euaily Mail
PEQFLE then
" § \ revealnd on Sunday
; 1 night that the pair
A+ l"-’ "'. are being axtremiely

L cautious when they
tpend time
LW togetherima
bid to kaop
, their
ramancoe
nedear
i g 1:14
MEWS DESE

Hero Lana Helps
Abuse Survivor

Lana Dol Fay proved sha has a heart o
gald as she helped 2 victim of domes-
tic abwse that she met whila driving

in Loz Angefes
The singar. 41, was filming a
videa of herself whie cruising
and |istering 1o Rubberband by
Tata McKae whan she notced
waman kalding 2 sign outside
her window at a. stoplight.
Sheo posted the clip te her
Imstagram Stories on Sunday,
writng, ‘When you're listen-
irg to Tate's song about
Highland when you'ra sitting
at alight on Highland ard a
woman stides 8 sign on yaur
windaw that zays trying 1o
stay cut of an abusive relz
ticmship.’
The star - wha k'
provicusly hit bock 4
at allzgateans that
she 'glamonzes
abusa’ in her
hymics - was pic-
turad readhing
into har wallet
and pull ing ouwd |
wiak apg-oared|
1o ba a 5100 bill}
befora handing it |
to the Hesing sur- |
vivor,

Yoo gak maa

ethan | was Hme
ing,' =he tald her,
a5 the womaon
replied, ‘Thank
you 3o much.,

The singer
then adwised tha

vuineranla |

stramger, “Weil,
try and stay
away.' MEws DEsk]
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Commerce minister in Doha
to strengthen trade ties

Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal Khan
held a series of high-level
meatings with senior officials,
international economic
leadership and prominent
business representatives in
Doha on the sidel ines of the
World Investrment Forum
2026, focusing on
strengthening Pakistan's
international trade relations,
attracting foreign investment,
enhancing regional
connectivity and expanding
BCONOMIc Cooperalion across
key sectors.

During - the enrgagements held, the
Feders| Mirister mot. with e Seoreisny-
General aof the C-B Organizaion for
Economic Cooporation, Catars Minster of
Mcricpality, the Chairman of Ciatar
Chamicer of Commere and ndstries and
nepreseniatves of Rots) Group,

The- meebings explored opportunities
tor . expanding Gilateral and multilateral
trada,  strengthening  privabe-sector
|inkages- and premoting ineEstmens in
agrculbure, looa  security,  industris|

‘eioprnend, hoggitafity and tourism, said
5 ralsmze msued hore on Tuesdaie

Paisizzan Realfrms Commitment to D8
Economic Cooperation and 85300 billion
trade target, in a- mecting with - the
Secrotary-General of the C-8 Crganization
for Economic Cooperation an Crtober 25,
Feaoral Minister Jam: Kamal Khan
dscumed  meaEsues . @ stengthen
mooramic imegralion. and accelerabe frade
among member couniries.

Engroe Fertilizers, Mari
Energies sign Mol

Mar Energies Limiiea and Ergra Fartld izors Liméed

The O-8 Secetary-0oneral appreciatod
Fakistan's contnued suppory far the

arganisatian ard
hignlightea the e
mportanos of -

moiemerting  the D-8
Predaronitis Trads
Agrmemers: folowing its
~atification by
Egypt.
Eath zides
em phasized
the need 1o
tranziata
anisting
economic
CooDa ration
framaworks
rito practical
commercial
apoartunities
thraugh
Groster
privato-seciar
participation,
mproved market

access and
strarger trade
nkagoz - amang

membor sietes

The discu=sons
a0 looused - on
sduancing the D-8
argarisation's
ambiticis targes of
achigving ~USES00
billion i intra-
member trade by
2030

sam Kamal
¥han reaffimed Fakister's comenitment b
strengthoning coopdration within e D-8
framework and supparting indtialives aimed
at facilitating.  tade, encaolraging
rmeesimont end promoting Sustainable

oConomic  growth - among momber
ocanomics

Fagistan arvd Datsr explore
Cooperation in sgrcuhiune and  food

sacurity, N & separate bilatersl mesting an

Detober 24, the Foderal Mirisior med wath
Cixtar's Broster of Municpality to deouss
oxpanding cooperation in
agriculture, {ood
_ cocurity and  bietecal

iradc:
Eoth s
exchanged views
o n
opportunitics
1o strengthen
commercial
relatiars  and
promote
| greatar
institutlional
r ard bismness:
|- mcil]
cngagement
i ‘agriouussl
Sawakspmont
ond == |

supply chaire.
T & =

discussions
hignlighted: 1he
polcrbal for coser
collgboratian
Eetaeer rolovan:
gevernment
metilifars.  ard
orivate-ssctor
takehoidem ta
idantify practical
AT ot
| cooperatan  and

facilitabe muswatly

A beneficial
-.I:I:-mn'u:l roial
partnerships.
The mestng
reaffrmad the shaned - commitmert of
Pakstan and Catar ba futher stengthening
their’ longstanding Eésteral  rolatiors
thmough enharced poonomic engagemant
and cooperation i osectars of common
irdonest.
Jarm Kamal ®han fnvites Tatan
Irwesion o Pakistan® Spocial Economic
Zonas (5ETs), in encthar  impartang

=

J

ergagement, Federal Menister Jam Kamal
Khan met with the Chasman of Qatar
Chamber of Commemne and induztnies 1o
puplore now avenues for strengthening
biéstpral irade, mwestment and privese-
SEchor cooperation

Tha Fadersl Minister encouraged tha
Catad business  community . o expand

busiress-ta-business Cinteractions with
Pakitani counterparts . and  develop

sirangar pecplesio-pacpie connections 1o
tranzate  the  longstanding  friendship
batween Pekistan and Catar indo tangible
QOSNamic and commercial apporuriios

Highlighting Pakistan’s  nvestment
potontial, Jam Karmal Khan imeted Claten
investon. fo axploe. apportureties 0 the
couniry's . Epecial  Econemic - Zonas,
particuiarky in the Karschs industrial ansa,
whar gsport-oncried manutaciuring and
industrial partnarshics coulkd provida acces
to domestic and intemational markets.

Ha also highlighted FPakistan's :I..':u:-gil:
gecgraphical pasiton eng the potential far
invwestors to acoess wider regicrat markots,
inchuding. Alrica, tmugh impraved trade
pornactivity and supph-chain netaores

During the disoussians, the Chaiman
of Datar Chambar: highl ighited charging
gleeal  supply-chain’  dyramics  and
pipesmed intesest in proposed  nogional
trarsit roaies and conmectivity initsthes.

Betk sdes ecognised that improwed
logistics irfrasirachure, diversfied supply
thairs and stmarger regional trarsport
connections could play a significant rale
fzcltating trade, reducing commercial
barsiers and ooening new markets far
bisine=as in Fakistan and Ciatar

The mesting undesoored:  the
impartance - of susisined ergagemeat
batwoen chambers of commence, mwestons
and business commumities ta identdhy
rommarcially “visble projects | and
strnigthen bilateral economic relstions.

Hoth  sides reaffirned  thedr
commitment to pramoting investment,
cEpanding privale-soctor partnerships
and advancing shared economic
Prosperity. NEaS miSe

ISLAMABAD SAFE MILK CITY

FPCCI demands immediate rollout

'|"|'-=-:|n=5|:|u:,l, Cetober 2B, 2026
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fmvo signed 4 memarandum af ursdesianding (Mol o
help farmers improve oop viekk and comes through
betier acoass 4o gual ity sgricuttural iputs and Balanced
nutrient  use, alongside  community ocovelopment
initaties.

The colisooration will. compine Men | Encrgies’
okpenonos in community development acnoss its ames of
cperation with Engeo Fartilizen’ agricultura capestize. 1§
g=inbl Ehes & framewark for the companies to jontly plan,
implament and moviow programmes for farmers and local
COmEmuTEties

Agricuftural initiatives will foos on imgmving access
to qualily inpuls and promoting informed  nutrens
mansgement practices 1o suppart farm prouctivity ard
| edihioodk

The partnersiip wil Ao ocover oducaton, science,
tochnoiagy. ergireedrg - and mathomatics {STEM|
laaming, wocatonal training, youth  employapil ity
fealthcane, ard envinonmental custamability.  Sporis,
ouliural ard leadership programmes an asa inc imiks
TCope. HEWE bl

Panel gives 120 tla}'s
to finalise Ehl‘ilﬂ[}
farming roadmap

A sib-committes corstifsted by the prime minisier
nas sot & 130-dey deadline to prepae & medmap for
axpandng shimp farming, improving walue agditon and
boosting eaports & pat of @ brooder. 2d-menth
implamentaticn =rd revisw process

Fedoral Minimter - for Masitime &ffsirs Muhammad
Junaid Mmwar Chaadhry chaired 2 meeting of the sub-
oommities on Aquaculture and Shrimp Value Chain, which
beolight bogethes perwincial Ssheries cificials and melevar
federal insfitutions %o develop A coordinabed: stetegy or
transiorming aquacituse into A compatithes,  expart-
orenied ndustny.

The commitice ‘will prepare a comprehensye repon
tamad on venfied dats and saksholdes rapammerdations.

The sexces will es2ablsh & baseline for the sectar;
identity bottlenecks scmes the valle chain and proposs
measares o impeve production, processing and expon
campetiteness.

The sut-commitise approwed seven bechnica wordrg
igroups and 8- projectian and costing oell %o prepare 14
reparts and axpart projectians, assigring rosporsic ities
ta the folevant institutions. |t aso adopted” a common
framewark for data collection and validation, praritising
chalienges, developing reform propesak and monifonng
oogness

An nitial 1d-day action  plan wes apomowved, -with
partscspating institutions directed (o0 comgdobe their
sscigned tasks within the stipulated desa|ines:

Junaid Chaodbey said the oxercite wauld iderify
cansirainks anrd dowalop prackical scdlionz 8o akpand
shrimp famming, strengthen veluo addition and incroass
miports. The federal: gowemment would woek with
peorireial gavarmments and other stacholders o pool
oxportize ard dovelop a cocedinated soproach to harmess
the couniny’s potential in shdmp faming.

Funjat Secretary for Squeculture and Fishores Rana
Mubammad Salecrmn Afral said the provincial gowemman:
was warking 1o akpend shirmp farming, but establishing
an ‘effectie velue chan emained &' major challenge.
Effors weee s undoraay bo’ estabiish hatdheries,” he
sddod.

Sindhs socretary for |ivestock ard fishenies s=id a
teesicility study was being prepared dor 2 3,500-amo
zhrimg tamm in the province. N2Ws BESC

The Faderston of Fakstan
Chambers of Cermmare and Industry
[FPCCI fas called for the immediato
laurch of the “lsfamabed Safe Wil
City" pelot praject and sironges mix
eatety  requlaticns in |ine © with
international standards o protect
public heatth ard fomnal e Pakistan's

dairny sacior.

The demand was mada a1 & diiry
reunstable confarenoe tirtled
"Relomma in the Dwey . Sector”

organised by the FFCCIT Centra
Standing Commitiee . on Cairy - and
Dy Products a4 s Capital Ofico in
|sfarmnanad.

Federa! Ministar for MNations
Faod Secusity and -Rescarch  Rana
Tanwoar  Hussain attended  Lhe
conference = chicf guest

The confergnce haoused on dairy
sochor reforms, ersurng & e
playing  fieid for  businesses,
safeguarding  the  formal  dainy
indusiry and aodressing chalienges o
sustanable growth

Walcoming participants, Karim
dzir Malik, Chairman, irechange aof
the FPCO! Capital Office, said o sade,

reguisted ard  competitive  dairy
cactor could increase  farmers”
incomes,  pratect pldlic heath and
cresto nidw axpart cpoarbunitics.

Foderal Ministor Rana Tanweer
Hussain smphasises thet safe and
rrafriticus. milk was - esserdial tfor
riataral food securty and pablic
tezalth, acknowiodging - the sactar's
condribition to miliors ol sl
Feauseholas.

Cr Shanzad Amin, Comwarer of
the FPCCHs dairy commities and
Chief Cperatng Oficer of be
Pakistan Dairy Assaciation (FLW), said
mipem than paghs millian: osal famil ies
depernded  on  |mwestock,  which
comtribabes. spproximataly 35 to 40
per cerd of their incoma.

He said consumners 2pend amcund
fs 8.2 triflion annualy an mil k, but
oinly ®s 37 2 bilion comes throlgh the
formal  dairy sector,  leawing
epproximataly Rsr.9 tallion in the
infoemiall market. Formalizsicg part of
this market could uniock mone than
Rz7.5 fril ion in scarame potential.

Citnig a Uriversity of Weterinary
and Animal Scionces [LAVAS] study, D

#rren sad ¥2 per cent of tested loose-
mil k:ssmples failad 1o moet maquieed
gquality and safety standsrck. He
strosmed that Accos= bo zade milk
snould be a basic necesity for overy
houzehald. Particicants ako
highlighted - malnutridion - among
children urder five, induding stupting
excceag 40 parocent, wasting at
177 per ooni and underseicht
prevalence ot 2H% por-cent. The
conference fusther noted vitamin O
daliciencies among  women  of
seproductive age - and annual
hoatthcare axparditune of
sppraximately £14 bl icn.

The PO entified  three
peiorities improving tarmers’

welioods  through - betior animal

genatics, quality toed and vebsrrany
services; attracting foreign direct
rmwostment; and ncreasng
production  and cxports through
mprowed  farm productivity  and
{cemal processing channoks,

The azzooaton =aid mestors fom
China, Saidi Arabis and the Lnied
Arzb Emiraies had shown inteest in
Pakizian's cainy sector. MEWS DESK

The benchmark KSE-100 Index of the Fakiztan Siock
Ewcharge [P5X] cortinued with bullish- mamentum an
Tugsday, gaining 1,428.73 paints, a positive change of [LEA
percent, bo dosest 1624567 20 points sqainst 165,038 47
poirts recorded i the previous irading sesson: |11

The ready maket witnessed & tading wolume of
401.98% millien shares, compered o 378019 milion
shares fraded in the prewious session, while the traded
vaig increased to Ro 18,0587 bill ion from Re6.1%2 dlion.

Markat capita’isation increased %o Es12:214 {rillion
frorn Re 18 .08 tdllion nocomed a day cad ion

St of 497 companies thet traded in the neady madkes,
282 posted gains, 170 saffered losses, whils €5 remained
Lricharged.

K-Electric Ltd led tho wolume chart with 54027
million chames, Iofowed by Crengyioo K with 30699
mill icn shares and WorkdCall Tekecom with 24,084 miliion
fdmorg the top ganers, Ghandhars industries Limeied
=umged by B=96.47 ta clase st Ra¥ 04118, while Pakiztan
Tabaooo Company Limibed achvanond by Bs7303 o witle
ot Fsf 47353

Onthe osng nde, Rafhan Maze Producs Company
Limited declined oy R3t62.81 to dose of Be8 A2T1F, while
khadspur . Sugar Milis Limited  fell by ®s139.98 - to
R=1,259.84.

In the tutures [DFC] market, bumover siood ot £55.777
million shames with a fraded wvakue of Rs14.653 bilion,
camcarsd welk: 33E047 milion shares worth RsPEST
bl ion in the previows sessicn. OF 313 companies traded in
the OFC maret 247 sdvanced, &3 declined and 3
remained unchangod, News D

REITs channel
property wealth into
capital markets

Rogulxted Roal Estate Irsestment Tousts [REITS) ooug
hedp bring prooerty wealth into the lomal econcmy ang
chanre! it ints capital markets. prowided transpament
wauations, sourd gosemarce and 3imgder b rules ame
orouned, -spoakers ssd at 8 Secourties and Exchange
Commiszsion of Paastan (SECF) Tal k Series sessiom hore op
Tuosday.

Comméssioner. Imbiar Halder, ‘who waloomed the

~icpants, said RESTs could mewilise private rvestment
or infrastnucture: projects, indluding matonweys, bridges,
energy patks and fagistics Aubs. He ako proposed
eaplaring REITs to uriock walue from existing public smses
and france devalopment pojacts

Presontations at the session showed that 29 REIT
schemas wamn megishensd in Fakistan by March 2028, wath
an aggregate fund siee of R2173.1 bdlion a5 of Docamber
2025, Globelly, 1,021 |isted REVTz 5ad 8 combined market
capital sation of USEZ.04 thillian at the end of 2024,

Fahid Latif Knar. Chaimen of 15E KEIT Meanasoement
Compary Limited, highlaghied the global REIT maroet ard
presentod the Ks5.67 billion |5 Towers Rontal REIT as 2
lecal ewample. Healzo outlined potential opportunities in
rentad, developmental, hybrid and  parking EEITs - in
lamatad and Rawspindi.

Mubammad Ejar, Chief Execute ot drif Hebie Oolmien
REIT Management Limiteo, pescnted Dotmen City. REMT
and Olobe Reosidersy FET 2= iocal exsmples. Ho saig
Dwaimen: City RET had & markst capital ization 'of R=54:00
bl ian as of Septomber 30, 2006, whie ocouparcy at bosh
propertios eecoeded 97 per cant. He calied for rationalising
poperty tansfer dutios and txas and rovievwing imvestment
[imits to sppart the growth of the REIT secios

Speskors omphassed thet RET rebums and liguidity
wore not guaranteed and depanded on the rderking
assgts. schemo  streciune and mareoet  concklions:
Indepandent.  wzhiations, trusteo owerzight,  clear
disdogures - and imwestor awereness waro identibed =
eszential Lo building imvestor comhdance. MEWS DESK

New business plan sought

to save Pakistan Post

Federal Minister for
Communications Abdul Aleem
Khan on Tuesday directad
officials to prepare a
comprehensive business plan
for Pakistan Post to improve
its financial stabil iy,
accelerate digital zation and
safequard the future of its

22 000 employees.

Chairing &' high-leve! meeting ba naview
thio instAtion's Fraricis sz,
sdminigtrative  challenges and  eiomn
initiatwas, the minsisremphasoed e nced
for & visbio strategy io modomize Fakstan
Post  in line  with  contemporsty
regememena, mesbone ks fnercial stabd ity
end transiamn it inta a Fd'uﬁtahb sk o,
=2id & proas releesa,

Ha osd that digitalizing the postal

mOWas 2n urgent necemity. Howesar,
the continued delsy in this process ouer the
past 10 yoars was 2 matter of gmat concem,
Ha " guectioned why and whem  tha
arrangements  with  EXIM  Bank  for
digitalization had skiisd and whet bad

cagsed much a profionged delzy o this
mporant nFistve.

Abdyl Aloem Fhan furfier soied that
B& majpr post offices acos $ie couniny
cauld have been digitized in the St phese
Howewer, the ixlures 1o take fimeny action
had deprived Tie rslibution of modem
facil ities, lemving # Lnable: to comooie
ekiocthmly with cther bigistics providars

The miriztar cautioned that the entine
imtution wood bear the consequences of
any negligenoe o the' part of s offces

ke wresed  that en efecte
omprehensive - and  wable DusToss pln

must be deweloped  imeredisicly o
safoguiad the fubiro of Padstan Posi's
12000 employocs.

Hio =2id that, inthe curend compesithe
erreirorment, Psdsian Fost musl mowe
bewara - traditional practces and . adopt
magam technaology mproved
adminissratve  systoms and. a0 eftecive
b.sineTs siratagy to grow.

fleom Knan wid that comprehensve
redorms veone essoréial to trarslorm Paldstan
Post inbo & profitabk “and solsistsining
imstaution, He wamed that {slure 1o tako
tmely and efecie measumes could rther
jeocpardiae the instiution’s run.

Fa dmected the refevant oiffcisl= . io
prEpaT A concrete Dusiness plan, takng nio
aroount Pakisian Fost's operations) capacity,

mvailable TWEOUTOD and mant
rquicments. The plan shoud foos on
reducing finandal losses and incmesing
reuonue he added.

During a biiefing on the institution's
hnamcial challenges end exEling
admnistrates structure, the moeting
was informed that e powision of
free senvices in the past, coupled
with the lack of an etectie
busingss strabogy kad
montricufed o Fakelan Post's -
friandal diffcaltios

The mecruitment of an
aoditional 4 00 cmpioyees in
2023 had further increased
the ristfuton's fnandal banden. In this
regad, the noed for effective measres o
regiructare the oceganization, ersure e
effectam utilization af human resources and
redune esperd iture was amphasized

The  Minister  directad  officiafs ko
devalop & restructdning plan for Pakistan
Fost based on deary dofined chjecties,
practical  messures  and  moasursbde

OUATIMES.
He =aid thet menely proposing relormms
was not. enough; thew  timely

mplementation must alko be ereswd o
modernine  the instibution. He rstructed
sonicr Pakistan Fost officak fo prepare &
omprehansive and coaminsted

. ?#'?1
' i
1 | o -
= T I,,I

pregramme for Fubmissian ko the Frime
Mirister, incorposating  digifal izstion,
finaricial siabil ization, edminetratve eioms
ard efoctive meassunes ta enhance mvenus.

Cuning the meeting, the Feoeml
Secrotary for Communicators- and the
Cirector Saneral of Padstan Post bristed the
Minister on $he rstibotion’s curment silustion,
financial chalorges, digital mation ivitiaties
ard othier key matters.

The  meeting  emphasized  the
importance of @ coondinabed strabegy and
ractical measres boaddess the challanges
incing Pevistan Fost and imomowa ks
crodbility, effiency . and  owemall
peEricrmanios. KEWS DESK
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Charles Faces
arations Fury
aribbean Trip

King Chares heads to the Caricbeen the wesk ana L
tour which comas agairst the bacadmp of imcreasirgly ;
woox demands tram tha region that
Britain pays recarations for its mole n
L the skawve brado.
Charies and his wife Qooon
T, Carmills wal first wis® the Bahamas
L] | and Guyana, tefore heading to:
Antigua and Barbuda jor the
Commanwealth Heads of
¥ Govemment Meesting, e bionnal
get-togother of the iniEmation
& organsation which he
hesas
The 1our runs from
Cicbober 27 to Nouember £,
- At 2 prewious meeting n
2072 of tho'loaders of tha
Commonwealth —a graup
af 58 rstions which werm #
mamily toomar British
colonios —

AN i
Oromiya Attack Leaves 60 Dead:

A7 lpast &0 peoole wore kiled .
i bao soparale  stiacks N
Ethiopia's conflict-hit - Cromiva
regon in. the past weok, iheo
Eshiopen Crthodon Church said.

Chaurch authorities: said the
doad wem all Chrstiares, bat o
not go nio getals on haw they
cied or who wes behind the
atiacks

Thea Cromiya regianal goverr
ment and 4 source lirked %o a
rebel Al iance fighting govemment
toroes in the narthem Tigay
regon traded Diame for the
attack=. The Haly Syned ab the
Ethiopian DOirthodox Tewahodo
Church said 14 befiovers  weono
kilbed in Mierti Woreda on Criober
20 and 46 im Shorka YWwomds on
Criober 24,

More than 20 homes wene ais0
timied and man than 20 paophks
hogpital ised wigh: sowvese injunes,

India Rushes Troops As
Dam Protests Erupt

Inedia hizs deployed hundreds of additional secunity personnel inits remote north-
mast; authorities said on Tussday, after youth protesters dashed w6th police last weok
over a plan to build a mega-dam to counter a Chinese hydropewer project upstream.

Pratests in Arunachal Pradesh’s Seang Valley, which borders Tibet, turmad violent
last week, friggering clashes with police, who made ot least 21 arrests.

Police fired tear gas shelks, while youth protesters pelted stones and st fire to 3
polica =tation and an office of the state-ownad Mational Hydrozlectric Fower
Carporation, authonties said.

“Forces are being increased in the places where it is reguired. We do net want
any l=w and order problem,” S0 Smgh Jamwal, police chief of Arunachal Fradesh,
told Fouters

Sporadic protests haeo taken place in the Si=ag Valley in the las teo years, the
location of the propased 11 200-megawatt Siang Upper Multipurpase Project, which
will be developed by staternn Mational Hydroelectric Power Carporation,

Willagers who cppose the project fear that the clam would subme ancestral vil-
lages belonging to the Adi fribe. *We il keop opposing this dam till they cancel 7.
If it is:constructed, 27 of our ancestral villages will be completaly submerged. Al least
40 or 50 more will be affected.” Gegong Jijong of the Siang Inttgerous Farmers'
Forum todd Reutars. The Siamg reer Hows into Arunachal Fradesh from Tibet, where
it is kv as the Yarleng Zangbo. China annpurced plans in Decamber 2024 to baild
the world's largest hydropewer dam upstream, tiggenng foars m Maw Dol b that its
lpngtime strategic rival could weaponise its controd of the river. REUTERS

Formar Mew Zedland prms

minister Jacinda Ardesn wall teach always  match
students about "emnpathatic lead-  her  suppari
wship” after being hiredforamew  at home
= Charles expre=ed decp personal job 2t the Uniwersity of Sydney which
sarmow ower skeweny, and Ardern; 44, won intornational dipped
the iz is cefiain to acclaim for her handiing of the towards
o prominant ohice Covid-19  pandemic = Mew  theend of
r. Last mearh, Zosband but tha rasdrictions dent- her  sece
CARICOM, the od her popularity st homa before  ond term
Carbbean Communily, - she stood down from politics in i office in
agreupof 23 member Jaruaey 2023 the face of
and associate member She initally joined Harvard — deteriorats
states which includes the. - Univemsity in the United: Stales, ing - aco-
Hehamas; Barbados and them mowed ko Sydney's momic con-
and Jamaics, said it ricrthern baaches eardier this year ditions - and
vaauld push Far noper I'm delightedto ba joining the Covid
raticns 1o be o the the niversityof Sydmey,” Ardem  backlash. as

zaid im @ statement

*I've found myself especially
foouzed on the guestion of load-
eship snce leawing office = and
hew we can better suppart and
ancourage the kind of leadership
needed to tadde aur mary global
chaflenges,” she said.

Ardern is taing up a post &3
Professor  of Practice  this
menth, the university said,
affering guest lecturas, mas-
terclasses and mertaring

"Har. work will forus
on ‘empathetic  feader
F ship, sacial cohasion and

civic trust; further dewal

oping rew approaches

N to global and values

bezed lzadership,” it

\ said,
An - internaticrsl
hero o progressive
r politics, Ardarn
sieered Mesw
Zeatand throwgh nat-

CHOGM agenda
“The Cariboean

nas consisierithy
srorted that repara-
Lians is fundamentaly
= atout justice,”
CARICOMs Secrotary:
Genaral Caria Bamett s2id
ina spoech last

month. EELTE R

ural disasters, the
Cowid-19 pandemic
| and the 2019

Christchurch
MCSOUE M55 acne.
plaudits

Church

chiurchi'’s  =iatemant,
Manoay, aoded.

The regional gosemment said
tte rebel alinoe favnched  the
Y sitacks Ao by bo Span e igious
canflicy; withoul providing ovi-
derce.

The sowroe finked to ther ebel
= isnce sait the Cromiya regiaral
gowemiment had camied out the
dlngs, citing corversations with
beeo ozl residents.

The Cromo Liberabon: Army
moel group, whith' the megianal
govemiment has blamed for prev
o’ attacks  on Orthodos
Christiars, - did not. immediately
respond o a request far cammant

The OLA = one of seven
ammied groups that announced |ast
month that they had famed an
afizrce simed at owrthrowing
Frima Binister Abiy Ahmed’s oo
amEment. ETEE

tha mued on
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Two Charged Over Alleged
Air Base Plot In UK

Teeo men were charged Tuesday with national security offenses over a suspected
plot against RAF Fairfard, a WS-run military air base in England, police and prosecu-
tors said.

British nationals Mobmad Ahmad Abdulkarim and Mouman Essghin, both aged
24 and from. Londan, were charged under tha Maticnal Security Act. the Crown
Frosecution Sorvice said. They are due to-appear in court |ater Tuesday.

fbdul karim & charged with assisting Iran's intelligence service and Essghir with
entering n prohibited place for a purpase prejudicial to the UK

RA&F Fairfard, in wiestem En-gi-:nd, fias been used by Amencan bambers to striks
Iram during this year's war.

E=sghir was amestod outmde the base on Sept 27, when armed palice officers
and army bomb-disposal exports swarmed the rural area. Scores of residents were
evacuated from their homes az police and army bomb-disposal experts searched for
oaplosves.

Podico latar said they had found o quantity of an accelerent - gasoline - in vans
at thie scene, but mo explosives.

Essghir was initinlly refeased on bal befors being re-arrested last woek.
Abdul karim was amested m the past week Six other man have been arrested and
released on bail as investigations continue.

British authonties have linked Tehran to the moident, which led the US to pull ds
bombers from RAF Farford Frime Minister Andy Bunham said that the apparent
plot was “almost cortainly® directed by Iran's Revalutionary Guard. &

Ml WELCOME TO RAF LAKENHEATH [RS8
.& MOME GF THE 481h FW L

New Zealand ex-PM
Ardern to teach
leadership in Sydney

abrozd did not

Australia
warns of
‘unprecedented’

Al threat

Artificial intelligence poses an "unprecodented"
thraat as forgign governments turn it loose to hack

compukar networks and crtical infrastructure,
dustralia's cyber security agency warnod on
Tuesday.

The Australian Ssgnak. Diractorate said rapedly
advancing artifical intedligence models could ba of
huga benchit if harnessad far good, aven wsing some
4 tools to compile s cwn anneal “cyber threat!
report.

But recont months had afso shown haw Al was
helping criminals and state-zsponsored  hackars
launch attacks at “greater scale than cver befone”,
tha directorate said in the repaort.

‘&l has been the defining force m the orber
threat landscape ower the past yearn allowing
madicious actors to find wulnerabilitios faster and
cxploit them at unprocedented scale, speed and
sophstication,” the report readl.

‘In racent weeks, now threats have omorgad
from the wnintended actions of A1 agonts and modal
tpsting.®

Global worries about the power aof advanced Al
tools ane mounting after a string of hadking incidents
involving rmadals from leading dewelopars such as
Opendl and Snthropic.

The report documented a stark increasa in oybar
security incidents.

The Australian Sigmals Directorate sswed mono
than 4400 wamings about potentislly malicious
actieity over the past year -- an 80 percont incroasa
compared ta the priar 12 months

‘State-sponsored cpber  actors continued o
targat Mustralian organisations primarily to  gain
accass to sensitive or non-public information.

‘This actiwity extends beyond government
retwearks, and includes oritical |n:|¥1trurturn en e,
private businesses and individualk.”

The report said hackers linked to China, Russia
and Morth Forea had targeted Australio or i allies
im recent timas

Defence Minktor Richard Marlas ssid the natian
could nat ignore the A6 rewoluticn

*&l i here and it's real. People noed taengage,”
he told reporters.

‘There's no turnimg the clock badk in ralatan to
that. Malicious ackors ars using A1 o find
vulneranilities in systems."

Marles wrged Australianz to opdate their
computers and “harden thair systoms".

Governmants and firmms have inrecont days been
rushing ta fix cribcal flaws in a programming
language that runs a large share of the world's
wabsites

The wulmerability was found usng & powerhul
madal fram Opandl. &
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Kane Makes
English History

Harry Kane bocame the first Engl ishmam in 23 years to wm the
Ballon o'Cr on Monday thanks to his pral ific scoring 125t season.

Kane scared 73 goals for dub and coundry last camgpaign -
hio was Ewrope's top scorer = and smashed sconng reconds in
Germany for Bayern Munich and at the World Cup, where
he ceptained England to a third-place finish.

The 33-year-ald Kone says winning the presb
mrous-individual avweed was bailt an sa much more.

“Anything is peossible with hard work, when
na ane alsz is watching, to ge throwgh the ups
ared downs, to leam through resdienca,
determinaticn and =elf-balief,” an ame-
tionel Kara said in @ message to young
players, after reflacting on his early
carser Strogghes.

"My joumnay wasn't straghtfar-
ward. | wasn't the kid who went
=traight to the top. | had 1o
experience the downs,” he
added °| had ta fight my way
io be the very best right now:
| hops  that can
give you nspira-
tion 25 wall.”

Kane was followed
in tha wating by Eylizn
lbappe, Lamine Yamal -
voded best young talert far a
third strasght yeor - 2024 winner
Reodri and record eight-time winmar
Lionel Messi

Kane thanked hes toammates, coaches, par-
onts, children - “i's past your bedtime™ - and wite
Kate, | n'.':.'t-ﬂil’nun-:l Wie'we boan throwgh wups ard downs tar
sure. You're my biggest supporter. You abways want the best
tar ma.”

Kane led Bayem to the Bungesiiga and Geman Cup
double, scaring & hat trick against Stutigart inthe cug final
Eayemn also reached the Champions League semifinals. ar

Venus Williams’
Nightmare Year
Gets Worse

Ternis groat Vorus Williams fell to 0-13 in singles matches this year at
age 44 after losing 62, &2 to tosnager Lilli Tegger in the Guangzhou
Crzaens first round on Tuesday

Ther 38-pear age gap was reportedly a record difference belween
opp=anerts A WA Tour match

The 1E-year-old Austnan Tagger was born in 2008, tha year Wil iams
won the last of her seven Grand Slam singles titles 2t Wimbledon.

Mow ranked Mo, 599, Williams was playing her first singles match far
tern months gnce the U.S. Open, wkare =ha 1ozt in the first rawnd ta Scfia
Kenin

Williams - mow has lost 14
straight singles matches on tow
poing back to July last poar

She matchad the G3rd-ranked
Tagger with each landing 53% of
their first serees, though Williams
won just 80% of those poirts and
her opponent wan all of hers !

Williams . created o
break-point chances and
Tagger tock fowr of the 14
she had Kenin also lest her
raund of 32 match, beaten &-
4, &7 [Gh. 464 by Kaitlin
Cruevedo. aF

N

A repuvenated S Lanka rovted Pakistan
by ebght wickets on Tuesday to ‘end
Englards hapes of reaching the 0D tnm
sonas cricket Foal.

Fast bowdor Cabshan
Madushanka grabbed a
careprdeest  5=34 as
Pakistan was skitthed for
110 stter captan Kusal
Mendiz had wan the
toss and elected to
Figld. It

g

L,_..'_-_' gvwer the Atiamta Howks Monday night.

Saturday right. A 7-0 run by the Ha
A |exander-VWal kar cut the lead to 95-23 early in the fourth.

Houston got hot after that, using a 18-0 spurt; with 35 tram ‘Read
Sheppard and Tari Eason, to make it 10793 with less than sewon minutes

ta ga

tage bo 117-95 with undar five minutes lofi

thraugh the third quartar. &2

\

”'_E‘II'

Sri Lanka
thumps
Pakistan
to reach
tri-series

final

Y

WS
Fakistan's  =ac
omd-lowest D

todal =k hame, after
its 73 all out agarst
Sn Lanka in Lahore in 3009,

50 Lanka, which chasad
down tho second-highest tar- B
get in ODI histary of 430 §
against England in Rewalpind
then made 11d-2 in 181 overs
befora the flocdlight towers
were luly swilched on at the
Gaddaf Stadium for the day-
night. gamse.

Pakiztan had already quali

Sengun’s 29-Point
Blitz Keeps
Rockets Hot

Alperen Sengun had 25 points, nine assists and nine rebounds
and the Houston Reockats remained unbeaten with a 120-110 win

The Rocwats are 4-0 this seasan and Mondmy was ther second
consecubiva win gwer the Hawks after l:l':lir got a 1271-114 win in Atlanta on
=, capped by & 3 from Mickel

Jalen Johnzon gave the Hawks their first paints in 3 ¥ minutes on a
dunk afier that, but the Rackets went on an 840 run 1o push theoir advan-

Jahnzan lad tha Hawks with 21 paoirds. anad CJ MoCallum kad 20,
Kavin Durant added 22 point: for the Rockets and Jfaban Smeth Jr

scored 14 poinds, had fivie assists and lad the team with 12 rebounds.
Atlanta took & 1-pont lead atter 2 basket by Saron Wiggins. midhwany

A England twice, induding -an

e & opic one-wickel win on Surday,

\"‘!v ) ‘J & = and handing 5 Larks a 37-run
| fu 1

RN

Mbappe Faces
Chinese Brand
Boycott

Fylian Mbappe was gropped Tussday

b baro miajor brands.in China after a
video circulated ondins in which tha
French foolbal supersiar apparertly
jaked abaut farmer leader Mac Zedong.
I China jokes abaut Mao, the coun-
try’s founding leador whe died in 1575,
are consgerad disrespectiul and remain
a social 12oo

"Jur comgany firmty oppeses and

hes & zeroetolerance policy towards any
bahawtaur that offerds national santi-
menis,” drnks giant Dongpeng said ina
siatemant, »ading that “with imma
dizte effect we are terminating
all coaperatian with
Kylian Mbapga”.
Achvarts shawing
Al-gemarated mages
ol the Z7-yaar-ald
Framce captmin drink:
ng a Dangpang
sparts drink were
regularly shawn in
China during this
waar's World Cup
Mengniu,

China’s Eargest dairy
praducer, also cut
thes with the Real
Madrid forward, who
until thi incidert
wias hugely popular
amang Chiresa fans
with millicns of fal-
lowers on zocial
medha.

Mbappe = fondly
nicknamed * Guegui®,
the Chinese translation
of "Turtla”, dus to b
popularity as & character in
o Teennge Mutant Minjz
Turtles mema.

“With immedinte effect

our campany is terminast-
ing all cooperation with
Klian Mbapps, * Meangniu
s2id in o statement. afF

Baz And Flem!
MeCullum Hypes
Dream Team

Brerdon MoCulum is convincad hiz dose bond with “older brothar”
Stephen Fleming means they can succeed as dual England coaches where
othars hawe failed

Flerning was appainted ta the Test job and will bagin his bref in Sauth
Afnica in Decembar aftar McCullem's fouryear reign ended m July -
dfthcugh ha remains in charge of England's whita-ball sides

in the previous instances where England hawe split the coaching roles,
the neads of tha Test side haws talen priority, with McCulium the benahici-
ary from 2022 to 2024 as Matthew Mott was manginalzed.

While England hawe had a setiback after being ignominiousty eliminat:
ed from the Pakistan triseries with a match to spare, McoCullum is upbaat
the dvnamic he has with Fleming as a farmer Mew Zealznd team-mate and
business partner will sz2a them prosper in the long
rumn. MecCullum told the Press Association: ™[ lenaw
that Flem and | both hawe wory strong ambitions
to try and adhiewe ulimate success across
all formats for English orcket. We'll wark
wary well together
FAMEDTA

%" hed tar the hnal atter Goating Frdhar Zaman cornbrusd hiz lean patch
when he offered 8 tame catch &t paoint off
Madushanka’s short-pitched delivery

Cadaoet Tell |bw to Astha Femando’s
yorker and wickatkoeperbatier Saad Ba
dhipped an easy catch to short cover aﬁ
Fadusharca as Pakstan shippad to 453

Babar Azam (2% again failed 1o capital-
e on A good start, buming a review wheon
he was plumb [bw to Eshan Malinga’s per-
tact inzwinger.  Pakistan's Sunday hero
Shadab khan, whose unboaten 113 samed
thia astorishing wictary over England, lastod
five bBallz s he tried ko sweep Sahan
Arachchige and gloved an sty catch 1o
Mendis behind tho wicket.

Then the re-introduction o4
Madushanka saw the fefi-arm paceman take
three more wickets as Pakistan was bowled
put in 25.5 pwers. “Unfortunately, for the |z
three or four games wa are collnpsing at the
top order,” captain Shaheen Shah Afmdi
said. "W have three days now and we can
practice. We will comie badk in the final and
bat stronger. Wa noed 1o forget this gamea
quickly and take the positives from the pre-
VEOLE James.” MEWS DESK

=

defeat in the opening gama of
thie towmnament.

Fakstan rounded off the
league stage with zix poirts
from threo vans whie 5o
Lanks, which has fawr
pointz, will tune up far
Saturday’s final by playing
% Ergiand on Thursday.

Emgland  needed
Pakistan to wom an
Tuesday to have a
chance of matong the
fnal. Fakistan's struggle
inthe tog-order contine
uzd with four of the
loading five battors
falling for single digits.
Lefi-handed  opeaner
Maaz Sadacat  was
drafted in for Eaim
Syub, who had mada o
rum af poar scares.




