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Opp slams govt over
talks, curbs

FINAL PUSH AGAINST TERROR IN KP VOWED

Opposition leaders
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
[PTI} Chairman Barrister
Gohar All Khan on Thursday
criticised the government
over stalled pol itical
negotiations and restrictions
on parl amentarians, calling
for meaningful dialogue and
the protection of elected
represantatives’ rghts.

Epeaking &t & press conference
outside  Farliament - House
alcragside oppostion loadors,
Gohar said the opposition

Rocafing an incident in Soplormber 2024,
wihen - opposition’  lawmakerss  weore
ollegedly pecked wp, Gohar g the
cpposition lader had moved a resolution
in the Mataral Sasembly n response:

Spoaking At the same . proac
cenferenoo, Oppasition Leeder in the
Mationa: Assambly Mashmooa  Khan
Bchakzai stressed - thet  parliamentary
speechies shoud be fecorded  in theie
crtirety, anguing that .the affidal recand
was ossential o oresenving the county's
political history and allowing the public
bo amseaz the ‘statements of  olected
eoesentatves

“The complete spesch of @ membaer
speeking 0 the Matioral Assembly being
meoandicd is & morstibrtiaral mouirement,”

PM unveils Rs 160bn
for KP development

Supports KP emergency rule, accuses PTl of criminal negligence
on security; vows full authority for tribal council

The Federal Apex Committes

fisd repeatedly engsced in ¥
negatiaticns - with the
gavarnment in good faith and
without oecondbtions, but tha
process hadl iailed to produca
the gesved et

"Clur  gowermment
wenl . aaay while wa
kopt nogodiating with
the govemment,”

ne sad. Achakzai said parl amentanzns ; reioms, st iwtonal sustainea coardration

hiad %o struggie owen for rights that and the Area Representative and accountability ﬂH-_n:-ng:I simte irstHutions,

shouid ardinasily be : transpansncy and | eecime mteligence-

. guerantopd under DE'-'E'&FIH‘IEHT. Council {ARDC) an impraved sarvica B 'sharing and mbust counsar
Dﬂ!"""_f"?':l' h'L:ﬂ- :e Thursday reiterated the national ;l_diT -&ETMFEL I'T“ LErTOrism measune. .

maintained - that  the o : irescsly affecting ic he forum stressed than

sooakor's authority resclve to el iminate terrorism in veoifare. ¥ no offoi would be

shouwd be exercised in all its forms, consol idate the The  Committes =paned i

J accomdance with the niles ; f . off understored ihee condolidating

- and  regulstions  gavarning gamns of counter-lerronsm enorts riead for urgent, tha gairs

the sssembly. and ensure lastin aara resa it achiewad

Refeming o his in ; gp T oriented through

tho Mationa A:E-."rhh'a-:le:.l effactive Qoverfanca and meazunes to i ';: =

cariier, ke ==id he'haa ; address| sacritices

e ri sustainable development across ekt e

gawvaimance

s poople,

ne said, eferring
tha
ocppasition's
atbampts b
PUrsum
ool itica
dialogue.

Sohar oo guestoned e crilca
uzed 10-assoss pol itical lsaders’ loyalty ta
the state, saying that despite nearly thnoe
years of the curment pariament, ho st
did not undestand the formula used to
dotermir sach allegiance. "We hawe
atways s=id that Pacstan comes fiest-ard
tha chetp comes Set.” ba ssad.

He ako lled far pad iamentanars ta
bo pmtocod o they could - mpresan
their constiuomts fresly and without foar.

3 killed. 10 including

inappropriate
remarks. He afeged
that his: four-snd-
a-half-minute
spoach had
b= e m
prazented
o5 4 mine-
minute
addres.

H .=
abko neeciod suggosbons that his remarks
k=d bopn dracted against the cowrimy,
saying not a single word in his sposch had
beer agsirat Fakictan.

The apposition kader s2id the tme
allosted to oppasition lawmakers to soesk
i pardisment had beon ourtsiled,
oescribing the mestriction ss anothes
costacke o demooratic dooate.

B Contirwsed on Fage 7

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, particularly
in the merged districts and other
underserved areas.

Tho msetings, scparstedy chaired by Prime
Minstar Mubammad Snehbaz Sharl hers,
underscored  that defesbng tomorsm was a2
ocofective mationa! responability  reguining
racrdirated effors by all s2aba irstfutions,
sustained suoport for the seouriy fomes and lew
gnforcement agencies, and  the active
particpatian of ool ommuniies o ardeis
tho gare of peace into tengicle improvements
in public wevanz.

The Apex  Committee  wndertcak 2
comprehensive  raview of the  prevailing
situation in Khyber Paknturkhwa following the
impeaition of Ememgency and Gavemes's Rulein
tha provinoe,

The forum was biicded on provincial affsir,
with parts=ular “emphasz on  governance

challenges
ared improwe
the lives of
the pecple of
Khyber
Fakhtunkhwa,
particulary those
in the merged
dislricts and
othar termism-
affected ancas.

The body
roaffimned the
netian™s
unwavering
reschae o
liminabe twmorism

mart
B nod
personnel

in-all its forms and of thes
manifestations and dsmantle tarmnst netaores, Security Forces and Law Enforcoment Agenties
sheir Farilitvfoers - and support infrastructane. It {LEds]

emphazized that the Sight ageinz: iormarsm was

& collectse national resporsibidy reguirng I Continued an Page 7

CM Mur ad UNID(O @ Govt gives 3 months to

civil wrvani to declare

Pakistani injured in
Saudi attacks

eye $40m for Sindh

Threo peoplc wees wllod whila
1% incroding a 'Fakizwani. national,
warg njured on Wednesdsy in
frezh atiacks targeting an ainpor
and ail f=ciliy in S=udi 4-abia’s
Escipm Frovince on Wednosday,
suthonties sad

The King Fahd Ainpost
DCiammam cama ander aiiack om
Wadnesday in which two pecpls
wan kiled while eight other wom
injured,  the
S5 awudi
Geneora
Sutharity o
fiviatior
esd carly
Thurssay.

T.h = §
@ cond
attack oo
place  on
Wednasday
morning,
whien  Saudi
air delorses
intercepted
5 drone
aitempting
o tmrgat &
B rICOssing
facdity =t
Arameco's
Shaybab od
fie/d ‘i the
Easiern
Froevince,
the - Saudi
anergy ministry sad.. Tha Shayban
incident resulted in & fim noa
vefice beionging bo a contrachor
cperating at the o held, outsde
tha facil ity's perimeter, the ministry
zaid Cremtiors wene unaffecied,
it aaded.

*The attempted  atfack
resulted | the deaths of teo
indwsiduals, a Filiping and a Mepali,
and Njuries @ two otbers, &
Fakiziani and an Indian, due o
faling dobris following the

intprception,” tha Ssudi erergy
miniEty said.

While tho Saud autharities i
not ewplicitly mantion who carnicd
ot the attscks, the deweopmerd
takes pasce A an incesse in
missile and drone attacks againsi
the Kingdom by the lrar-bacoed
Hauthi sebelc.

The ‘Houthis ‘have increased
attacks against Baud aviston-and
cnorgy
facilites #his
meonth,  .az
regions
tensions
e due o
the LI5S and
Iran was Four
drores  were
soparately

chol  gawn
ocwar | Saudl
Arabia's

Eaatern
Prowires, the
Coa’stion to
Restore
Legitimacy in
femeon sag
or  Thursday.
o n
Wadnecday,
the ooaliton
it 1
intarcepiad
TeEn orones
lavnchea
toewad.  the
Kingaom, inciuding i the Madinah
rogicn home to the Frophot's
Mloogue.

Paiiiari naticnaz haw beon
kifed and injured in Houthi attacks
agerst Saudi’ Arabix this manth,
Patistan, which signed a biatera
doforme pact with Seudi Arabis in
Septomber 2025 and a trlatoral
defersa pact with the ¥ingdom and
Tirdye in Auguet, has wowed o
safeguad Saudi Arabis’s teritarial
intagrity and socurity, MEAS DESK

development

Sind h Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah and Deputy
Director General/Managing
Director of the United
Mations Industrial
Development Organisation
{UNIDO), Ms Fatou Hasdara,
have agreed to deepen
cooperation an indusive
economic growth, climate-
resil ient infrastructure, rural
development, and
employment generation,
with UNIDO planning to
mabilise approximately
£40 million for a f
dedicated development
programme for Sindh
under its Programme
for Country Partnership
(PCP
2025-2030.

T h [
undarstanding wes
machad durng a
miobing at the CHA
Houze, whone - the
bwo sices reviewed
mrogress under the
Eurapean  Union-
funded Fowarty Allewvation ard Inchusive
Dovolopment. Across: Raral  Sinch
{P&IDAR]  programme, discusmed  tho
axpansion of successfal dewelopment
ntereertions, and axcdored new aees of
moperatian to improve fvelihocgs and

creabs suctamable SCoDmic
opportunities for vuinorable communites.
The mecting was  atterded by
Frovincial  Minster for Labour Saeed
Shari, Mirsstor for PAD Jam Khan Shong,
Speciy Assstant to CM on Ioeectmem
Syed Cimsim Mawvend, Chairman PAD
hajarn Shah, Secretany o O At damesl,
Secetary Social - Frotaction  Khagim
Channa  and = Additionsl  Secretany
Imezstment Zahoar Mami.
The UMIDC dal ion mcludad Mr
Jiz Zhao, Chiaf ol tho Asiz-Pacific
Fegion; Mr Eadar-ul-
llam, OCHicerin
Charge af
UMIDD: and
Mr Faroogua
Ahmaed
Siddigui,
WNatiomal
Technical
Advizar  for
FAIDAE.
The Chief
Ministar
welcomed the
delegation and
appreciatad
UM | DO's
continued

partnership with the Government o
Sindh, particularly itz supgort for nural
communities, anterpriza dnl.'uh:-pmml:.
and climate-resilient  infrastructura
following the devaststing floods of
202Z. Mews hese

dual nationality

The govermment hkas j=ued
fresh irstnactions with regard &g
foreign.  nationalizy  for il
=rvanis.

The Establishmenl Division
has ‘mued an office momorandum
to &l ministries and divisons with
regard o enlorcement of the
farigr nasioral@y rules 2026

The govermmant faz daciaea
to collect the detsilz of the
cilizenchip status of chil serants
ard their dopendents and directed
the pubdic sorants to submit thes
daclsrafiors with regad to foemign
rational ity within %0 days.

The afficial order hes alza
oamended the. aedails about the
forpign nationality and  traval
documenis of the depondenss o
ciil sarsants.

& proforma has - elso beeon
izmued o submit declaration wath
regard bo the dorign nationality

&l ministries: ard diisions
haws - been directad o provids
detais with egam o the lomeign
nationality of their officials.

"The civil zarvantz have io
oubmit declaration with egard to
the foroign nationality ard travel
gocumerits.: “Thay have, abo 1o

abmil & dodsmbton n c=e ol
mariage with & foresgr citizen,” as
par the aFfidal meramadum

The ARY Neows: earlier
reparted that the govemnment has
dacided io andoroe rules reganding
dunl  citwenchin ard  Toreign
rationaliy for chil sorents.

AF cwil corvents v diroctod
to mabmnit their oacdematians within
a-weok and the Esiablishment
Diision in an ofice memorandum
to sl minsiries and  divisions,
wamed thast Wikine to compey with

crmmant ordess  oF providing
alze information: will result i
daparmental action.

#Accarding Lo the
mmorardum, submdting a -fake
declaration Wil Do freated a3
mizcondct, and non-camplisnt
officars will face proesdings
ender the Ciwil: Servants (Effioency
ard Discipline) Rules, 20210

Tne  gowornment  haz also
kired At Iulilal action agairst non-
compd iant aficials

Under the diroctsa, civil
mwresnis must gpcam delails
regarding fomeign citzenship, dual
nationalisy. Somign spouses, and
dapardenis. INF

Petrol [}l‘il'.lf cut by Rs 1.00,

diesel’s s up In

The gavwamment on Thurscay
decpased tha price of petmi by Rs
1.50 par iEre, but raised that of
kigh-speed gliesel [HED) by Rs
T

Faollzwing: the revsion, petml
wit retail at BsE0T1 per e
whils HED will cost Re391.75 per
litre. The govemment contrues o
levy s 114 per |itre in taes and
duties on potml-and 85 100 per

Rs 1.64 a litre

lite on disel.

fccording boo the -Petmlelm
Division's notification, tha new
prices ae applicsble for Ot 23
|Friciay)

The price af HED has come
dowst from a peak of ®s 520035
recanisd an Aol 3. lis prics heg
tanried rismg from Bs 28 oer liire
after the LiS-Srar war Beodo out on
Fetoraary 8. MEWS DESK
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DSP amaong four cops martyred, two
terrorists killed in Karak
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MOM-P demands
action over
lawyers’ fake
degree scandal

Muttahida Qaumi Maovermnant-Pakiztan (BCK-F|
leader Woseom Akhtar an Thursday wged the chief
justice af tha Sindh Hl?‘l Court (SHC] o take notice of
a fake degree scandal ireolving 1,784 lawyers afier
Shahb Abdul Latif Uninearsity (SALLG, Khainpur, daclarad
ther academic records fake and enroiments invalid

dddrezsing a prass conference, Waseem Akhear
zard the universily's inquiry committes had declared tha
academic records of 1,184 LLE candidates fakce and
ilngal.

He demanded that the names of laspars found to
hald fake degroes be publshed in nawspapers and
cnminal cases registerad agairst them. Ha also called
far action agaimst those who aflegedly faclitsted the
msuanco of fraudulent degrees. “If those responsibla
far dispensing justice hold faka degrees, who will
deliver justiceT” he asked.

dkhtar said tha lawyers concemed had nol only
practised law in courts bat had also padicipated in bar
elections and cast their votes He further daimed that
botwean 2,500 and 3,000 lavweers were awaiding tha
verification and scrutiny of their degroes

He urged Sindh Law Minister Sa-ul-Hassan Lanjar
te take action in tha matter, =xyng those responsible
far mairtaining the justice system must uphald fairness,
transparency and aocountablity.

Crticizng the FPP gowvernmens, the MOM-P leader
alleged that mernit had been undermined across Sindh'a
instriutions and that napotsm had become widospread.
He alzo sccused the government of damaging
educational institutions and called for ment to ba
ersured in the aducation and judicial sactars. pe

Igqrarul Hassan’s
bail plea
rejected

Judicial magistrate-East on Thursday rejected the
bail plea of fAwam Raj Tehreek chicf ||:|r:|r|.1'|J Hazsan in
a caza pertaiming to tha allaged dissemination of anti-
siate content oni sccial media in Karachi

The Mational Cybar Crime
Investigation Agency [NCCIA] has
registered Casea MNe. 101/20248
ngainst igrarul Hasszan uwnder the
Prevention of Elactronic Crimes fct
[FECH]

Spoaking to tho madia outsidao
the court, his fawyer zaid the
defence would approach tha
Sindh High Cowt to soek
suspension  of  ithe
order after receiving

the datailad
judgment On
October 1% tha

judicial magistrate
had =ent lgrar o

jeil  om judicial

remand after
rejecting tha
MECIA® reguest far
further  physical
remand.

The agency had
produced  Hassan
tefare tha Judicial Magistrate-East and zought his
physical remand in connection with allegations that
ha had posted anti-state material on secial modia

Tha court rejectad the roguest arid directod the
MCCIA to submit tha challan within 14 days. Hazsan
was armesied in Lahore's Defonce Housing Suthority
|[DHA} and subsoquently brought fo Karachi at arcund
1 am, soccording to the daotails prosidad. we

Mobile phones
worth Rs 2.8mn
stolen in
five minutes

& Fraudster stole mobile phones and other
goads worth B2 8 millicn from a shop in Karachi's
Saddar mobile market after replacing its locks
shortly befare closing time, sccording to reports.

Tha uvnrusual thoft was capturad on widaao,
which- has stunned Sadder mobile market
shopkeapars. According to tha dotails; tha
suzpect arrived at the shop and stood there for
soma time before changing the locks just
mamants before tha shop closed

Aftar tha shopkespor unknowingly locked up
the shop with the alterad locks and left, the
suspact opened tho shutter and fled with goods
worth Rs2.8 million. Trade leader Rizean Irfan
zaid ‘the incident kook place on the night of
Cictober 17, Ha seid the suspect looted the shop
in just five minutes before escaping.

4 ‘case hos been registered at the Pready
palice station,  mccording to  the roport.
Meanwhile, 2n Islamabad court sentenced thras
accused, including a foreign -national, b scwan
E'-:!ar: in priscn each in am online investmont
raud «<asws, the Mational Cybar Crima
investigation Agoncy |MCCIA) said on Thorsday.

In & statsrmaent an X, the MNCCLA said thae
islamabad Circle securad the convictions following
an affectiva investigation and couwrt proceadings.
The court also impased 8 cumulatiee fine o
ReZ50 000 on the three conwicts.

dccording ko the agoncy, tha accused
defraudad a citizen of Rs19.381 million by luring
them into an investment scheme through a fake
application impersonating a foreign privabe bank.
The investigation was conducted by Sub-lnspector
Ehehroz Riazx, tha MNCCES  said, .:ddmg that it
remainad committed to taking legal action against
cybarorime suspecks and protacting citizens. wE

NATI®!

Mustafa Kamal calls for
sustained investment
in Pakistan’s youth

Federal Minister for Health
Syed Mustafa Kamal on
Thursday stressed the
need for sustaned
investment in Pakistan's
youth, waming that the

country’s growing young
population could become
a national | abil ity if not
provided with proper
guidance and
opportunities.

fodressng Carser Cornect ‘26
as chiet guest, organiced Dy the
Dapartmant of Computer Science -at
the Univarsity of Ksachi, e Minkter
descriced - the unaermsity. &z A
landmark imstitution whose standing
chouid be hirther enfanced Shrough
collective  efforts,  continusty  of
peficies and straiegic guidarcs:

He zaid the countoy'zs population
Fsd oossed 280 mikion, with =2n
arnaal EWI- rate of 2.5 por cont
ard a fetility rate of &7 per cont,
creating maunting chafienges for T
coundry's  health, education  and
ECONDMIE 3eckore

The Mirester sad arcund &8 par
cent of the country's popudston
coenpriced Young Dooph, making
irmestment in their devolopment
essential o hemessing the -couninys

damographic potential,

Experssng conmm avar ihe siade
of chid keatsh and education, Mustafs
Kamal s3id approcmately 45 par oenl
of children suffered from siunting
caused by malnutrition, affecting their
phymical and cognitive: devalopmont
end limding their polential o
confritute 1o the ecaromy. He said
millionz ol schoo-age  chidren
remared out of school, adding that
the country cowld not fhully berofit
from i young populstion
weishout addressing
thece furaamental
challenge=

Emphasising the
imporianos of
preventive heatthos,
ithe Minizter said tha
health sector shoukd
not loous solehy on
treating  patients. or
constnicting hospitas
buz &=a enww Access
o cleam drimsing wales,
timely vaccination.
pdegiate nubdbion  and
proper matermal care: He
highlighted the
heeavy ol
o

praventable doeths among children
and mothers, saying that many such
dizarthe ‘were | inked to Lrsaf drinking
water, infecticis dizeazes . ok of
waconaton and makmdrition.

The Fadera! Minster strezsed
that addressing these challenges
required -8 compeehensive approach;
beginning at the grassats feved ang
extonding 1o local gowemmenis and
federa| instibutionz

He s=id su=tnined efforts, affec-
tiwe planning and continuy
of policies wem esertial
to  stengthening  the
country’s healthcare ' and
cducation  syiters  and
snsunng fong-term devel-
opment. He ' expressed
® optimism that. acive par

ticicalion by acsoomes,
irdusiry and young peopie,
coupled with consisiont
pifarts, st halp
Fakistan overmme s cha-
lerges and put naticnal
gevelcpment on A

sustairaslc path

WS DESK

Sharjeel Memon reviews

preparations for Sindh Vision
Conference in Sukkur

dn important meeting of the
Information Department was held
undar the chaimarship of Sindh
Seniar  Mnister  Sharjeel  Inam
Meman, duting which -2 defailed
roview was conducied of the prepana-
tionz  sand admenistrative - armangs
ments  far’ the Sindh  Wisan
Canfarence to bo held in Suidius

He direcied that all egmiresira-
tive arrangements for the conferenco

be taien fooward afociively ard that
all necessary measues it ths egand
be complated i 2 tmaly mannar
Speating during the meating, the
minister zaid that prominent joumat
icts, pol itica, social, and Dusinoss por
sonal ities from across the couniny am
espacied io pattcicets in the Srdh
Viion Confeserce. The purposo of the
corforence 1D fo provide Ssanmess
abow the development prodects of the

Sird b government and tho measlics
being taken for pubdic welfare, oo that
ongaing develapment actwvities in the
pravince and the government’s prion-
ties can be cfiectively haghl ighied
The meeting held & detaik-d dis-
cussion an resciving tha issues faced
by joumal st and jourma istic organi-
satione, improving the joumal fsm sec-
for, matisrs mfated to the media, the
performance ol the Inlormatan

Dopartment, ernd other mportant
issups. Cin thiz occasion, the govame:
mert’s measures bo addmess the dilhi-
cidties facod by joumalitls and o
resohve malters refated So jpumal istic
orgenisations in a betier manmer wane
aloo mviewed

Sharjesl Inam Memon ssid hat
thes Sindh govemment & taking se-
ous measures 1o promate jourmal mm,
prosect fresgom of expression, and

msalve the isues faced by joumals
=tz Ha zaid that joumalizts play an
mpartant role in sodety, and their
sanvices are abo significant in high-
ghting public iEsues, alorgsioe pro-
widing accurate information to the
pubdic Resahing the msuea of jour
nalists 2nd journalistic ocrganisations
5 amang the govemmant's priariies
Sind b Senior Minister  Shareel
ram iiornon directed the mlevant ofs-

ciak to deal with matters monoeming
jouma ists and medis ongenisations on
& pricdity bess and 1o take effective
mepazunes ba reschie their isues.

The meoeting was aitcrded by
Saceiery infomnation Kashd Cuilzar
Shasih, Dimector:  Advertisernent
Mihammad Yousul Kaboom, Doputy
Cirector. Samang Latif Chandia, and
other melovart  officials of  tha
nformation Copartment. wpds oesx

'Fril:l:-u_'.l. Detaber 23, 20246

Sindh govt

committed

to women’s
empowerment

Provincial Minister for Women Developmant
Sind b Shahaena Shar &li met with Muneersh Khan,
Recident Diractor of furat  Publicetion and
Infgrmation Service Foundstion at har office to
discuss women's dovelopment, protection of nghts,
gender equality and women's empowermant.

During the mesating, Provincial Mmister Shaheena
Sher Ali szid that the socal and ecanomic stability of
women iz very important, keeping i mind, the Sandh
govermment is working on women's developmaent,
coonomic and social empowerment: and ampowerad
reles; She said that the cooperation of welfare and
ron-govermmaental organizations for the wolfara of
women has always boon waluable, hewever, there iz 2
meed to publich  articles and wiTtings - in warious
jourmals and magaziries to raise mwareness about
wWomen's |:|r|:-|:||-:r|1'r:-. za thera is 8 nead to wark on
writings related to women's problems, their salutions
and suggestions.

The meeting alse emphasized joint efforts for tha
welfara of women. news pesx

Female trainees
gmdum{r
from Gharo

& graduatior coeremoy was bald at ZARTach iTVEI,
Gham, 1o necognine femals trafreos who successhaly
campieied thair training unoer the 5l Development and
Yocalional Training Programme of the Sindh Integrated
Hoalth and ‘Wamen Empowerment Propect (SIHWEFL Tha
poject & being implemenied by the Heath Depamment,
Oowermment af Sindh, with the support of tha klamc
Dievelcpmert Bang {1sDE]:

Thea caremany was attendied by Mr. Shatagat Scomm;
Programme Director 'of SIHWEF, and Ms. ‘Waheeda
Mahe=ar, Exeoutve Dirscior af ZAETach [iITVE], along with
various officiab and members of the 248 Tech izam.

Mr. Fmwesn Kumar Hesd af Chacter ai TABTech
Gharo, welcomed all the dstnguishea guosts

Dwring. the wisit, the guosis boured the. campus and
inspected training sessiona in digial | itkeneoy dgital skills,
and bekery pmduct propasation. They obsersed the
practical waork of the trairess, reviowed their learnicg
progress, and sppreciated their shills, croativity, and
dedication.

&ddneszing the cermmony, Mr Shafsgat Eoomm and
M. Weherodn Maheser sppredieied. the hand wors and
achiowamenis of the trainees and enccuraged them to
furthier, enhance their skills and cepeb@ites. They
catanded their best wishes for the traimses” Bright hutones
end sucoess, emphasiving that techrical ard wocational
training plays & vital mofe | oeating smployment
opporiunities, momoting economic :x:l?-mliancr:. and
CMpOVAST T WomerL

&, siicooss story of one af the tminses wes also chared
durng the ceremony, highlighting the impartance of ckills
development-in premeting pemscnal grawth and creating
better cpportundies for the Ritum. Cerilicaios wem
distribried amorg the trairess who succossfully
compieied the programme.

The ceremormy wncduded . with a2  ronowed
commitment  to promoting.  technical  educstion,
cmpowedng wamen, and eguicping individuak with
practics ckifs to- busld a. brighter, mome: seif-reliant, ard
Prospancis fubune. NEWS DESK

UK delegation discusses new provinces,
Sindh Acting Governor

human rights with

& detegation of the United Kingdom Mision {o Paidstan

cxled on Sindh Actng Govemor Syod Swwais Oadir Shah et
Gowemor House, The mesting foosed an the couniny's
pol itical siustion, fomign affeirs, $he debate sumaunding the
creation of now provinces, and human fighds,

The deolegation was led by Ms Cheslotte Opreaks,
Head =f intarmal Paliticz, nduding Mz Mearia Halil,
Secord Secretary (Politicas Mr Seqib ez, -Princpal
Paolitical Aidvizor;, Mr Owak Shah. Senior PolSical Adviser
{(Purjzbl; and Ms Huda feam, Sarior Pol itical Advizer for
Sardih and Balochistan,

Irfan &nmed Memon, Focal Peron to the Actieg
Gowemor Sindh, wes alko present. Cuing the deoussion
on the creation of new prowinces, Scting Govemer Sindh
=aid that amy proposal on the matier should oo examined
within the constitutional Framewark; with dua espect for
the pasition of the relevant provincial amembly. He stated
that the Prowindal Assembdy of Zindh had consistently
rejacted proposals for the ceation of new provinoes ar
smilsr sdminatrative urds within Sindh.

Sy Bpwaiz Oacir Bhah said that Sindh wes - home 1o a
crvil ization, ‘histary end . oulure sparning thousands ol
years, and its peopie had deep bies with their histarical and
cuflural heritage. He emphasized thet the  pecple’s
sontimenis and comacratic docsions must be respeched

The mesting almo cowvered fuman rghts, wamen's
rights, the protecton of meligioss mincties, and
legislatan amed at ersunng equal citizership. Actieg
Gevemar Sindh higalignted Sind h's progressive spproach
to prometing women's fghts, protecting minortios, and
advanong inclshe legsssiion

He ano siressed - the imporance of strengthening
democratic institutions, safeguarding furdamental buman
rights, and ensuring that legslation mdlected the
aspirations of the peogle.

The delegation, k=d by M Chariotie Crneka, thankad

Acing Gowemor Sindh for $he meeting and hi wam
hospitafine - &t the conchmion of the mesting, Acting
Governoe Sindh presenied the vistng dalegebion weh
traditional Sind hi cops and Ak a5 8 gestune o4 hospital ity
and & reflection of Snd h's fich oulurel hentage: Hewe bess
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Pakistan,
EU vow
fight against
terrorism

Fakistan and the Eurcpean Umiom (ER) - on

Th exchanged views on recent regional and
Fh:-ha] evelopments impacting the terrorsm threat
andscape and ssuad an unaquisocal condemnation

of terrorism in-alf its forms, re
to combating this thraat

Fakisian and the EU cschanged their views durning
tha 10rh round of annual bdateral Countar Terronzm
Dialogue held here,

The Fakistar delegation was led by Or Farcha
Biegti, Diroctar Gnn-ur? [CT), while the BU side wes
haaded by Anna Strraska, the EU External - Achion
Senvica s Special Ervoy for Counter barrarism

The EU side condamnad the recent torrorist attado
in Pakistan, expremed solidarty with the anings of
mnocant civlians affected and recognisad the valua of
Pakistan s efforts to comiat terronsm.

Adomewledging aach other = rale in the ongong
giobal fight against terrorism, Pakistan and the EL
gxpressed concern at the secunty implications of tha
situation in anistan.

Pakist=n snd the EU agreed to strengthen their
cooperation at multilatesal forums, including the United

MmiAng commitment

[Mations, to sdvance & coharert cowrter torrorsm
approach.

Thay maintainad that atfective
multilat eralism remains essential to
building  lasting

miernational  consensws on

terrarizm. The discussicns also addressad tha
gwolving nature of terrorist  threats, inchuding
exploitation of cybempace, information and energy
resources for advoncing their objactives.

Pakistan' and the EU also exchanged bast
practices on preventing and coumiznng wialant
pxtremism, terrorsm I"in:.nd:lrl-g and radical isation n
all. forms, particularly the wuse of cyberspaca by
terrorists, among ather critical argas in addrazsing
the evolving terrorist threat. Thay identified pricrity
areas for cooperation and  reaffirmed their
commitment to regular, institutional ised
engagomaent On Counter terrorism.

It was agreed thai the rext round of the
coundertarrarism dialague will be held in Bruzsels at a
mutually convenient date next pear. 4

Action against
employees must
be backed by
evidence

Tha Federal Constitutional Court of Pakistan
|FCCP} hias rubod that dopartmental action against a
I.gn:".r\-t'.rnrrlnn nt employos requires credible avidance, a
Air imgquiry, and compl iance with legal requirements,
holding that & High Court cannot assume the execu-
tive = rola in matters relating to an officer = posting
and discipl mary proceedings.

A bench comprising Justice Rozi Khan and
Justica Syod Arshad Hussain Shah' ssued the judg-
mant on an appeal filed by police’ officer Munir
Sama, examining an order passed by the Sindk High
Couwt s Trouit Cowrt st Larkena on June 30, 2026,

Justice Rori Khan authored tha written judg-
ment

Tha FCCP obsersad that the mquiry raport had
not established Inspactor Munir Ahmed Samo s
invoheement in the alleged raid,

fccarding to the report, his role wes fimited o
that of a group officer issuing intall igenico reports,
and no furthar action against him hzd been recome-
mznded.

The judgment statad that the Sindh High Court
had ardered an inguiry into the mattor on &pril 16,
2026, Subseguently, expressing dissatsfaction with
I:hl:l inittal inguiry, it directed the Sonior

l-p-urm!nnd-unr. of Police (S5P), Larkana, to canduct
air and comprehansive investigation.

On June 19, 2026, tha High Court had slso
directed that the officers concerned shauld not be
assignad field postings for ot least one yoar until the
InquEry repart was submittod.

The FOCF held that the High Court had feilad ko
adoguately consider the sign rﬁgc.:rll: findings and rac
crmmendations contained in the subsequent inguiry
report. Any adverse adminisirative or departmantal
action againsta gowernment employes must be sup-
ported by reasons consistant with the inguiry find-
ings and must comply with the prescribed kegad pra-
rodure, it addod.

The written judgment referred to Article 4 of the
Corstitution, which guaranteas tha right ta ba dealt
with in scoordance with lewe and Article 104 which
ensures the right to a fair tnal and dua process.

it emphesised that an officar miust be given o rea-
sonable opportunity to prosent his posibon and
respond to the allegatiors befare an adwerse daci-
zicn is taken irst him.

The court further absarved that the posting of
civil servants, allocation of duties and departrmental
discipline fell within the executive s domain. Courts
could exarmina the lagality of administrative actions
but could not substiute ther ocwn decisions for
those of the competent authontios.

Judicial ravicw, the judgment concluded, was
intandad to bring unlavwful actions into conformity
with the law, not to transfer administrative powaers to
the judiciary. HEw Desk

Gilani, Ayaz discuss
strengthening of ties with
Maldivian President Muizzu

Chairman of the Sanate,
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani,
and Speaker of Mational
Assembly Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq met President of the
Republic of Maldves Dr
Mohamed Muizzu in
lslamabad on Thursday to
discuss ways to strengthen
langstanding bilateral ties,
enhance trade and
economic cooperation,
and promote

parl iamentary diplomacy.

Senaior Taihia Mabmooa,
Chairman Senate Stending Commitics
on Delencs: Sonator Faizal Salsom
Retman, Chasmman Stending
Cammittee on Intanos; Sematar gha
Shebeaie Curmany, Chaimnan Standing
Commities on Fomign Affaiss: Senalo
Sermobary Sped Hesnein Haidor, and
ather seniar offcialz attanded the
moabing.

Gilani saia Patistan and Maldves
erioy. close; frisndly relstions based
on mutual bnet, respact and shamd
intoresis. Ho noied that 2026 mans
the &0th srnversary of diclomatic
relatiors Detaeen the o counthes,
providing an mpartant oppodunity s
furiher deepen cooperation,

He emphasised that
pariameniary exchenges, ifriendship
goups and  coser coordinatiaon
betazen standing commitices mould
strengthen  instibutsored  tes . and
Mt understandrg.

e =0 highl ighted opportuniitios
fo eopand Pakistani  sxpoct=z o

Maldives, parficularty in
phamnaceubca’s, iestles, rice, cement,
mael, s and  vegatables

*Improved. ar  and maritime

i

cormectivity, he addsd, could huarthar
facilitein trade, rwesiment  and
econamic actwity. Prosigent Mo
agreed with the proposal and
aporeciated the muggestion.

S8 also wndesconed  the
potertial fior cooparation in education,
reathcae, youth develppment and
fuman mesource o devalopment,
sinessing thet peonic-to-pecpie and
cutiural  puchanges  would  further
strergthen  fiendshio totween the
twd nations. Discussing negiona and
glot developments,  Chairman
Ganate  =wd Pabistsn  memeired
commitied to poace 2rd stabi it

He highlighted: Pakistan'= rale in
efforts to cese toreslans betwesn Iran
ard The United Siatos, statieg that the
coundry tkad demonsirabed
resporeshil®y. i promobng regional
end infemations! peaca.

Frezident D Monamed Muimu
reaffirmed Maldives! strong
commibment 1o i mendly elwtions
with Pakisian and expressed inderestin
further exparding - ped ismentany,
diplomatc and econamic cocparalion
He kighiightea investrment
opoartunitics: in Pakisftar ana
epeesciated the country's sffors 1o
promobe  poace  cand | mduce
iniornational iereions.

fath =ides nestfmmed  thair
cormmitment ko strengthaning bilstersl
relations: through. sustained high-lovel
Cngagemant, parl iamaniary
prchanges,  incroazed bede and
imvestment, and stronger poopie-ha-
pecple contacts.  President Muazu
aim imeited Chainman Semate GEani 1o
vizit Maldives

Ayazx meels president:
Misamahile, Sational fiszembly
Speaker Sardar dwar Sadig ana
Frosident Dr.  Mchamed  Muirzu
focuzed on bilateral relations between
Pakistan and the Sfaldives, with
pertiodlar emphasiz an  turther
strengthening cooperalion  and
pramoting people-io-peopie contacts.

} i

Dusing the mecting, Aysr Sadig
said that Fakisian attaches great

mporarce ko itz langstanding,
friendlly and bmtheely relations with
1he Maidies

He emphaized the nesd o
turther anharce cooperation batween
the two countries 0 amas of musal
rienest, incuding brads, education
haalth, tourism and capacty bulding,

dyar Sadiq undersconed  the
mporiance of high-leved cxcharges n
pmmating mutus! underssanang and
strengthening nstitutional linkages
betwesn e two couniries

He =aid . that comtinued
sngagement bebeeen the' kesdership
and rstitutoms of Pekistan and the
Magives would help oxplo now
awprues of coopemation and further
coraoidate bilxters| elationz

fyar Sadig  highlighted the
significance  af - padiamentary
diplommacy in promoting disiogue,
mutual urderstanding and coser tes
betwesn thie two natiora.

He expresed confidence that
enhanced misractan between the
parliamentary institutiora of Pakistan
and the Maldives would contrbuse 1o
otrengibening Diateral refatons ar'-d
fosiering cooperalion on mestom of
mivstual iteepss,

President of Reoubl ic of Maidives
Cr: Mohamed Muizsu appreciated the
ongsterding SHerdship beteeen the
weo couniries and expressed his desine
to  further strengthen.  bilateral
coopenation I diverse helds:

He ungersmned the importanoe
of portirused engagemert and closer
collsboraton for the mutual boapedit
of the peaples of Pakstsn snd the
Maidives Both sdes reaffimed thair
commitment o hurthes sirengzhening
bilataral relations thmugh sustsined
ongagement, enfanoed cooporation,
and  closer  people-to-pecpio
cartacts. The  meeting was ako
atienoed by MMAs Dc Shagia Sobia,
Mz Shagta Khan,-and Mr Sanjay
Fonvani. MEWS DESK

US to cooperate with Punjab for
(raining of security institutions

Punjab Home Secretary Dr Ahmed
Javed Qazi and US Consul General
Stetson Sanders discussed the |aw

help tham achieve economic soif-reliance and
ecome productva ma
He described I:hn Funjab Soence Enclave as &
flagship project of the

mmbars of society, he added.

rovincial gowernmant,

and order situation in Punjab
and the professional capacity of
security institutions during a
meeting here on Thursday.

Accoeding o & spokesperson for the Funpab
Home Depariment, the meoting focused an security
coocpoeration, modern  tachnology, professional
training and cppartunities for further collaboration
batwean the twa sides

D Ahmed Javed spid the provincal government
was makirig Funjab  safer through mademn
tochnology and training whila strengthening the
capacity of law enforcoment agencies to maintain
law and order. Ha added that 14 modom check

posts ware under construction: to
anhanca intar-provincial
border security.

Ha zaid the protection
and welfare of wulnarable
zegments  of  zooety
rermained a top prionty of
the Funjab chief ministar.
s A monthly honararium

programmie for 25,000

4 mosgue prayer |esdors

WS alsa bain

swocesshully |m|:|||:-rr'-untr=a
at acost of Rs20 billion, he
addad.

! The home seootary =aid
| the provincial government wias

taking moasures ta rehehil i
>
*

tatm prisonars wnder tho
chiaf minister's prisan
raforme agenda,
Technical train-
ing was being
providad to
inmates  to

campleted at a cost of I:||I ions of rupees. Ha zaid
tha gowernment was alsa working to protect
childran and promota their welfare alongside
riational security.

Dr Ahmad said the Centra of Exceflence on
Countering Violent Extremism was actively warking
to prevent outromism. Swarcnoss CAMPpaigns were
aka beoing conducted to combat smag and promote
the safo disposal of cop residue, he addad.

He said the provincial gavernment had imposed
s ban on tho .usa, purchaso and sala of covert
recording devices and spying equipment in Funjeb,

The home secretary further said o second
delegation of parole and prison officers would
soon dapart for training under cooperation with
the US Departmant of State's Bureau of
International Marcotics and Law Enforcemant
Affairs. He said the Civil Defonce Resilience Corps
kad baan modarnized to moat
contemporary  reguiremants,
with the regstration of araund
400,000 woluntaars
completed so far and: their [
training undar way.

Us Consel Goneral
Stetsan Sanders expressed|
tha desire by oxplore
further opportunities for
cooparation to strangthen the
uI:I:IJrI‘I.'f' at’ both countrias.
Speocia Secretary Hama
Zainaz Khan, Inspector
Ganaral of Prisans
Mlizn Salik
Jmind and
&dditional
Secretary
Interral Sacurity
laveria
Magoool also
ettended tha
meating-
HEAS DESE

NATI®NAL

ECP to
hear Punjab,
Rawalpindi

Cantt LG cases

The Election Commission ol Pakstan (ECP) will
hear key cases conceming kel govemmant alectiars
in Punjab- and Rawalpindi Cantoament on Ociobar 28,
dim:tlr;g senior officials of the Punjab govemment ana
the delence esiablishment to appeer bafoss it to
present their positions.

hcoordmg b the mvised cause |ist issued by the ECP
on. Thurzday, the commission has dinected the chief
sporetary Punjsb and. secratary bocal gowsrnment 1o
oppear N parson in oonnection with .the case regarding
local governmant elections.in Punjss.

Thee commiszion will abo hear & caoe conceming locai
gowemmant ehectionz N the cantonment boands on the
same day, dimcting the secretary delance and dinccice
gereral of the Milisery Lands “and  Caniormants
Departnent, Rewalpindi, to attend the hearing in persan
o through their authorissd mpresentatses o presant
their posticrs

The-heanrg E schadulsd for 125530 pum., sccording to
the mevised cause | Gt NEwE DESX

Federal workers
health insurance
scheme sent
for approval

Parliamentany Sccratary for Health hebon Azsem on
Thursday irfoomed’ the  Mational Assembly that the
promosed heatth insurenice scheme for foders’ goemment
emplovees had Been forsanrded 1o the mlavant authorities
for consderation and approval.

Respending to a questian during the ouastion haour,
bz said the Minisiry of Mational Hegfh Scorvices,
Regulationsz and Coordination {MHSRE&C]  hag
forwarded the summary thraugh the Finanoo Dédsion
b the Frime Minister = Office.

Ho zaid the Prma Minisker =
Cfice subsecpiently meferned the
smmang ta the Committes anthe
Sehes . Sahulat Fragrammie,

headad by the. Minister for Em

Fanning, Development and
Spocia nitistivas, far k f
oel iberations and |

recommendatiors  bafare s
orvard sutmission 1o ithe prime
mirisier ard the federal cabinet
Malzon Azeem said ihe
wheme would be
implemented atter
aporoval by the
competont
suthoty.

Responding
1o 8 supplemen-
tary guestion
mgardng the
treatment af
CANCa ¥
patiamts, ha
clarified that
toatmant was airmeady being prowided to el ighle patients
al various gowemmen] hospitals, with support from Koche
undeT an eaisting anangemenit

Ha =aid patients-couwld alko avail themselvss of
treatmeent through the Sohat Sahulat Card, adding thet the
procosed insuranoe schame was intendad bo provide a0
additional frencial safeguard lor employees and sheir
femilies. The pard ismentary socmiany axplamed that the
proposal aimed to redirect medice peimbumernent finds
o & irsuranoo - company o thal healthcare expenses
catld be cowered dinectly under the scheme, meducing the
firarcial burden on employees ard their deperdanis.

Ho =aid the initstive neflec the gowemment z
commibment o improving putdic welfare and enzuding
access io healthoans fooilitios. HEwS Dex

Afghan
repatriation
slows down
at Torkham

Thee repatdation of Alghan retugees through Tordham
barder crossing hes withemed & decline with the daiy
nimber of retumess drepping bo aound 250 to 200 ower
the past six wealks.

d:romding fo awailsble Fgures st the boeder on
Tth'.,-:leé.l & iatal of 1.571 million Alghan ehigees
returned 1o Alghanizien through Torkham between
October 20123 and Crbober 20024,

The setumees included . approximately 438,000
children, 320000 men era 12000 wamen. Around
255,000 famiies have moturned 1o Afgharéstan durirg
tho paricd

In 2005, the daily number of Afghan rebumees had
ranged betwssn 3500 and £000, but the hgure has
dad ined sharphy in oot weaks,

The govamment had wamed of renewed action
agairst egelly residing Afghon nationals after October 1,
with eoparstions reporedly compisled The holding
centre establighed a8 Torkham & also operational

Parscrnel from vanous slevant departmanis: rermain
dopioyed =t the border cromsing to manage the movement
of #idghan nationals refuming 16 their county.

ferund 300 Afghen natianels are repoded by amriving
at the holding conitre daily, while ids and armests against
ifogally “residing Afghan rationak contirde in different
parts of the country

fuathorities have not yet provided further getails-about
tha meesans bohind the Ci:'.' in in repatriation. HEWE BESK
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Bypassing the Malacca
Strait -Part 11

B e ST RT

Biometric fraud drains
accounts of two MNAs

Weak growth
reflects a

"ATM

More military
intervention in

As trade routes are
rarouted through
Thai land routes,

Burmese pipelines,

and Lacs railways,
the geographical
raalities that have
shaped Southeast
Asian foreign
policy for &
hundred years are
being redefined,
The future shape
of the region’s
sacurity
architecture will
depend lass on
who has confrol
ovar the choke
points of the seas
than on who has

In contrast, the mariime sates of

Singspore, Indonesia, and the Phil ippines ane:
depandont om open maritme . passages
based on interrational v Az trade shitts
norftward onta the land, these states expen-
oroa a Uit orisis of relevance, Thay become
lasz rerevant diptomatically. # the maor extee-
ral FE‘!.'-EFJ.'I:-.!I‘ﬁI:'J'ﬂr"j Chins, but also Japan
and South Korea, become less rel st on the
pamage moush the Strast of Malacca, then
their npl:n'el:a-: AT SETLITY SMgAReTEnT T
the stshildy of tha l#foral ststes wil be
reduced. This &as0 . applies 1o the. Unided
States, whidh has historically partnened with
Eingaporo and Indonesia to ensure the oo
dam af narigation through the stait
Second, the use of Dypass TTAlles meers
that them = & kogal change in fsian frade.
‘Cooan routes ae meguated by the Unded
Matiors  Comention on
the Law of the Bas [UNC-
LS Opon oooars ae
cated by rocody The
lard-tased bypass
rouies, howover, Dess
through scwareign borri
toriez. The land-based
bypass routes A regu-
Iated oy Gilzoral lang-
ko and fonart agree-
menis. This msans - that

==

a

deeper crisis

Cur: economic growth of 3.45 percent in
the fiscel year ending June 2026 shows that
thie country is necovering, bat not faat enocugh
to mast it naeds. Tha govemmant's dawn-
woard revision fram 3.70 percent is smail, yet it
pamnis to a larger problem: Pakistan®s econo-
from war, internal
socurity challengos mna political uncartainty.
by numbers
slona. Buziremz=az nasd pcaca, investors nood
confidence and ordingry poogle neod stabla
incormas. When coanflict  throatens regional
trade, security roncerrs disrupt business activ-
ity and political uncertainty dalays investment,
the oconomy struggies to reach s potential:
Pakistan hes faced =il these chalfenges.
Regional tensions and the risk of wer have oe-
ated uncoriamty for trade, energy :-HE.

MRy refnains. under prossure

Economic growth 5 not driven

and inwestrment. . fntarnal Security. pro

buzinesses and

predict what lies ahcad.

The latest figures offer soma encouraging
signz. Agricalture’ performed better than ini-
tiadly estimatad, while miformation and come-
grnwth

rmunication recorded =tron
Canstructicn  alsa  benefited fra

ﬁ I:|||c
spending. Howewer, industrial growth

manufacturing fell short of aarlicr Expem
-:|r|:

tions and saveral important indusiries ro
ed ‘ded ines. Services, which' account

larga part of economic actiity,

and e=sential gaods become affcrdable.

How Beijing

Chinia's "panda
diplomacy”  loverages
giant ' pandas as saofts
pawer 1ooks, sirategcally
aligring animal loans
with trade deds and
polfical  tawars.  The
armival of the aderable
bamboo-crunching
pandos signab goodwil
dunng diplamatic thaws,
whila the suddan recalls
raffect China's subtle
desatistaction with- the
host during periods

plies
fems
hawve alsz increased the difhculties faced by
investors. At home, political
instability has weakened confidence in the
country's economic direction. Inwestors are
less likely to cammit monay when they cannat

also grew moro
slowly than first estimated. The shap slows
dawwn ini the final quarter is particularly warry-
ing. It suggests: that the racovery remains frag-
ile and could lose momentum  without
stromger- support -for productive  sconomic
sctivity. The risa in the size of the ecanamy $a
24504 bill ion may appear encouraging, but s
bigger ecanomy does not astomatically mioan
better living  standards. Por capita mcome
remains low, while inflation has reduced the

urchasing power of households, For many
ramﬂir::-_ cconomic recovery s meaningful ankby
when jobs bacoma available, wages improve

HOQRIA AKBAR

e Akbee e indepandeni

fieult b stop.

paigna

profonging it

gerne gift, with no

intention was hidden
bahiral abwvious
symbolism That

chisngad svantually.
China mowved away
from geving ponces meay
outright and  started
loaning them instead,
charging foreign zoas
hiefey =nnual fmac,
somatimes ovar & million
dollars, for agreemants
that wsually rur araund a
docado. That's tha

Larsicn Eeyand dawraide: a lot of visitors
projectinig @ fiendly rrsearcher and comtent weiter don't even reafize it
glotal image, these wISh b 2inarg |Rlevet while they're getting a
hrerative |:|an|:|u loaze contsmporary izues aooas A, shot, bocause
agreamsands narate . | agalghy avery cub born
'.'r?al fumding h:?ul:hna's “ﬂ;:mg:" _5::..;.;-12{ .:I:-rEIIad l=gally
gxtgnave panda bebitat R belongs to
restaration amd Chana, and they
corservation efforts gat. - shipped

Could you imagine a shw, bamboo-  back once they get thres or four
chewing panda that mosly does nothing, years old.
just sits amound all day, somehow becoming This 15 where things get

ona the mast powerful took in the
fareign palicy kit of cne of the wodd's
biggest powers? B sounds sily at hrst, bat
it has boen going on for more than 50 years
with China's giant pandas. From tha
cutzide, it books completaly innocant: just
aas, excibed kids, and urr:lill-:ss photos af a
fluffy animat falling off & log Look = Irtfe
closer, thowgh, a::g you start nedicing that
this panda diplomacy |iras U suspacioushy
well with the highs and lows of China's
ralationships with countries like the United
SEafes, Sustral is, and mudh-of Europe

The tradition goes back further than
mosl people realize. In 1972, Fresident
Richard Mizon made his famous tmp to
Beijing, Fighi after his trip, China started
sending pandas ko the LSS, which warmed
ug thair - yoars af  distant - relations.
Fraviously, pandas ware considered a

genuinely tascinating, at least to
amyane who follows intemational
relations.  Tha timing of these
pards loars has a habit of falling
ight im ding with major diplomatic
etfarts. Im 2011, Edmbugh Zoo
recaived two pandas
Subsequently, Scotiand and China
sgned trade deals covering
salman esparts and rencwable
energy. In 2017, a panda loan
lamdad in Germany nght around
tha same time Xi Snping visited
Berlin.

Mabady & claiming these are
wild coinodences that took yoars
of - digging o UFICOYar:
Rescarchars wha track this =udff
have watched China's whole
approach shift aver tima, maving

Yemen's war

Yemen hos suffered years of conflict, displacement
and economic hardship. Sacdi Arabis entered the war
in 25 to suppart Yemen's intemationally reca
government. Yet militory intereention has feiled to
del vera stalble political settlement The renewed has-
tilities demonstrate how fragile the mﬂiun': security
remsing and how easiy s eisting oo
to violence: The eéntry of more ekternal actors could
widen the confrontstion, incres=e the rick of mizsesleu-
lation and miake negotiations harder. Britain and other
internaticnal partners should therefors use their infle
ance to ancourage restraint rather than allow. militany
deploymants to become a substitste for political salu-
tioms. Saudi Arabia hecs a right to pratect s popala-
tian, just es ciwil iens in Yemen deseree protection frem
Eombardment and depnvation. These concems can-
riok be addressed through competing mil itary cam-
glone. & lesting zettlement reguires direct
engagament, regional cooperation and cradibls guar
anteos ageinst atteciks. The intermatonat . community
must make & cloar dhaice: help stop the war ar risk

Thie United Kingdom's decision to deplay fighter
et ko Saudi Arabis smid renewed Houathi attacks riske
adding ancther military dimension to an
gerous regional conflict Whide protecting ovilisns
and critical infrastructure is & legitimate concem, the
arrienl of more military actors is unlikely to bring last:
ing pesce to Yeman. Tha better option is diplamecy,
nok anather exparcion of the war. London: says the
Royal Lir Farce Typhoon jets will undertaie -:I-e'ﬂ;:r'wn
migsions o protect Saud oilies and vital matallations:
British officials have also announced logistical support
znd the deplayment of militany advsers. The distine:
tion boteesn defensive and offensive operntions iz
|rn ortant, particularly when civlion lives and essential

astracture mre at risk. However, even a deployment
-:I-r:n:nhed as defensive con carmy wider conzequences
iri & regicn where military caloulations can change rag-
iy, The  Houthi sttscks on Ssudi Arebis, - incieding
reported strikes against Rivadh's international airport,
raisE senious concerns about civil ian safet: Attecks on
ofl tenkers ond thrests to maritime movement olss
andenger intematonnl trade mnd energy supplies.
Swch sctions must not be treated as o an accepizbie
means of pursuing pol itical objectves. But responding
to wiobence with & growing militery presence can cre-
ate & cycle of retalistion that becomes increasingly dif-

already dan-

ingd

ict ean retirn

from =imple goodwill giftis to a
straightioraard  business: transaction and
mow ito something closer to a wisicle
thermometer for how healthy or shaky a
trade relationship cumenthy .

The Hip side of this patterm might
actually be more reveating. Denrds 'Wilder,
a senior fellow at Georgetown University's
Initiative for WS-China Chalogue on Global
lzswees, come up with the term " punitiee
panda deplomacy” after watching what
hoppaned |:|urir-g a rough patch in LIS-

China relations. ooz in Memghiz and San
Diega lozt their pandas during that stretch,
and for a while it genwinely seemed lika
Washington's Matranal Zoo, along with
faglities m Scotland and Australia, might
be next with ma real mdication that anyane

Second, the use of
bypass routes
maans that thera
is & lagal changa
in Asian trade.
Ocean routes are
regulated by the
United Mations
Convention on the
Law of the Sea
(UMCLOS). Open
ocesns are owned
by nobody. The
land-based bypass
routes, however,
pass through
soveraign
tarritories, Tha
land-based bypass
routes arm
ragulated by
bilateral |andiard
and tenant
agiaaments,

Thaiand passes under
the domestic pol iticsl
will of  Mayoyidme o
Banghok:

Security i the major
resar Baiing would Py

Mesar Kakar is s writer and post
ared & B Engl gk erudant at
Chaid-i-fAram Univarsitg l2lamabad

an othar ships in. the Gulf of Thaiand & an
immerss challenge n the case of wer

Aogitionafly, these atemathes oo not
edure the retion's strategic eupooum b
anamy fmvics; they only chifs the 5ir sisgic nsk
from ore point iocanothes Incase India baiids
& pipeiine facil®y in Kokhine State or 2 doop-
water port 0 Eanong Frovinco, they am
equelly nsccptible to enermy brockades or
sirgtries &5 the ships paming throlugh tha
Salacca Straits The 'oeation of Chinese pon
{aciliies in the Bay of B=ngat by India moam
shifting the fortline to the wicrity of the
Andaman and Nicobar [dane

With the growih of bypass infrastructune,
power dynamics in the megion & boing recalk
ibrated. The stass of Srgapomn understands
themitk % faces to itz hislonc soonamic oys-
iem. Urdarsianding that there &= no way b
stop the . devsiooment of
altematae shipping charr
rels, - Singepom haes
rmoved o a sysiem whes
it & riow tryng b Toment
itzali-as the inaispensacla
centar for logstic man
zgemerl, green fuels,
digital trade architectuss,
ard marifime arbitration
in thie egiore Singapom
wants 1o o the brain of

contral over the any frarefer.af the goods Irdo-Facific  shioping
land routs  Pom o the  Streit o even if the brawn mowes
% Malscea o Mysrenar or clzpwhem.
alternativas. ' MNISAR KAKAR

n tha meanbmas, the
maitime securty afions
ir the gion ame expand-
ing. For many years, the
foous of Southeast fgan
maritime dafonses was

for such projeci= This

imeatves Bhe roe that the LS. Nawy may
dedds o biock thic rout in caze of conllict
ower Tassan and $he South Chira Sea
However, swiiching from one maritime choke-
priat o & rumnber of ovarland cormdars will
oy generate moe mmpr icaied vainerabili-
ties for Brijrg.

It & reessany 10 understand that eoking
secury in the fom ol creumvenition is & seow
ity iluson bocsrss ipipef imes that will be bt
through - Myanmar wil go rght theough 1he
teritonas contested by EAOs and defense
forces ageinst the una. Tl'.:ywllb: apsed
to instabi ity in the mgicrs, o oibarton
and sabotage, ard wil oguine extemshe
security deplayments o operate ot all

The Lardibridge proposed in Thailand s
a source of gresan IDLI:':-:I diffioties as woll
Tha macessity. to unisad thousands of cargo
conssincs tom J'cd'u,:-l'l the Angarman S2a,
load theryon frains, then daliver themn aoo=
the P-klomote~iorg isthmus and 'oad them

on protectng the -dhoke
poores in 2o Malscoa and Srgacomr Stras
from piraies. Mow, the foogs of | ittoeal nevies,

a5 well s the CUAD natiors, has shitted ba
monitorng the decperwaier approadhes in
the Andaman Soa and nothom reaches of
ihe Solh Chine: Soa

Concentration on a single crisis avent in
the Strait of Malscea fails {0 ecogrize the
angaoing sinuchural change that iz oooemng
withen the inoe-Facific The gradual evclution
af bypass optiors hes caused soonamic ard
politcal power 1o shift fom maritima
Southeast Asia to the Azien mainiznd.

55 tmoe moutes an rerpuied  throwgh
Thai fand moutes, Burmess picedines, anc
Lacs raiweays, the geographical mal ities that
have shaped Southeact Asian fomign pal icy
for-a hundmd years ame cerg redefned, The
fubure shape c}.“h:- region'’s secunty amhitac-
1wz wall Sepend less onwha hes conkod ower
it choioe poinds ot tho seas Sian onwho nes
oonircd ever the land roune alicmatives,
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was renewing thosa contracts. Wilder's
read on it was that Beijing might have been
sanding & message without ever foeding
to'say a word publicly, letting the pandas’
quizt e do tha talling instead.

Thal cold spell didn't stick around
tarewer, which honestly tracks with how
these ‘things wsually go. As relations
between Wathington and Beipng startod
thawang again, China's ambassador 1o the
United States, Xie Feng, showed up at the
Mational Zoo to announce & bra

e
coppeoration deal, calling it a w gu-:u:l
sign for the relationship going forward,
Tavo youmg pandas, Bao Ui and Oing Bao,

cwzniually arfwed in Washington under an
agresment running all the wai.l ta 2034,
with the zoo paying about o million dofars

A

Kummmying
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Sends Subtle Signals Without Saying a Word

each year toward habitat resioration,
iseaze manitoring, and research on how
climate chamge iz  affecting  panda
populations.

Ared then it happened sgein just & taw
menths  later. Right before President
Donald Trumg's plarmed trip to China, his
first in ten yoars, Beijing nu|Fr:-:| out a fresh
panda partnership with Zoa  Atlanta,
sending ower a male named Fingping and a
female named Fushuang for a decade of
joint reseanch. Mozt obsersers read that
timng as daliberate, & way for China o
sigrinl cpenness right before o major visit,
fitting =& pattern: researchers hawa
decumented for yaars. San Diego Zoo had
already gotten s own pair beck in 2024,
and San Francsco has bean empancting a set
of pandas oo,

it would be unfair to paint this
whale thing =5 pura palitical thester,
becawse it is- really n  genwine
consarvation angla rurning
vriderneath it. The giant panda ‘got
reclassified  from  endangered fo
wvulnerable by the ICH bad in 2016,
a shitt that owes 2 lot to China's lo
term investment in protecting panda
habiiat Tho giant panda was movod
from the endangered izt to the
wulnerable fist by tha IMCH in 2016
This change & mainly because of
China's longMarm wark to protect
panda habitat. China has kaopt
erlargng the Giarmt Fanda Mational
Fark, which now covers more than
27 000 sguare kiometars, in Sichuan,
Shaarxi -and Gansu

Chine baz also carried out projocts
that connect pieces of hobitat that
were split apart 5o that groups of
pandas can meet again and keep their
gene paol healthy. The fees zoos pay
do gerwinely fand a chunk of that
wonk. 1 just also happens that pardas
make wonderduly convenient pol itical
miessengers ot the same time.
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The real goal of education

| lwant b3 Eworess Ty VWS H'ali'lc-l..r:a-:irl:.l_
becoming a doctor of an enginecr is afien considensd
the ultimate advevermont for a sudant mea-n mrl:,'
age, mary chidren are i0fd that these bwo professians
am the oriy paths b & siccoshl ard respeciable il
iz & result, shadenis ohen fsce presre from thieir fam-
ilion ard society bo thoose medical or engineerng,
ovan when their Niemests and abilities | o ebeshor.

The problemn = nat that medione and engincerng
are ted chaices. Bath A impostant professions that
contrbute greatyy 1o sodely The mal problem begins
winan these caers ame beated as the anly mespeciatie
cptioms, whi other fislds s ignomd or corsidend
lzrs vabusbla,

& siudert who hes & Ssfent for wibing may be
forced bo purue medidne. Someone interested: in
computors, busness, law, agriosfaie, srthitectune, poy-
chology or scentific ressarch may be pushed towands

neorng sty bocause ther famity beliowes it
ofiers & bester fruee. o such sibustions, sludents &
rot chocsmg careess accomding bo ther intenests; they
are choosing accomding to obhar poopie’s xpectations.

This presauns caneffoct siedents! corficerios, modti-
vation ard academic peromnance. When yourg peo-
pk spond e studying subjects they do not enjoy.
thay may stniggle io discover their tue abil itigs. Some
cyonsanlly sucoeed, bul others remain dissabsticed
because they mever -had the coportundy o expiom
winat they wers geruinely good at

fncither probiern iz the wey society measams -
oo, Poopla obften juoge & sildent’s inteliigenoe by
thair examination marks or the profession they entar. &
mindica student may recoive mane sppreciation than
someons studying fiterabure, whils an enginearing stu-
dant mey b corsidered mone succe=Aul Ehan someane
pursng the arts. Howewer, cveny Tield roguines knowd-
cdge, dedicabon and sl A scoisty @rnat progress
I:'lrn-.rgh doctos and enginees sono. i aks roods
teschens, mesearhors, Writsss, economists,  fawnpEeT,
arlists, sEilled techniciarg, entrecroncurs and many
oither predessionals,

The gtuation con oo partculady challengrg in
areas wharne cancar ooumsell ing ard acoess ta irfamme-
tion about differont professions ame |imited. Students
iy mod e what oppariunitios swist beyond & e
famil iar carmers. Families, meanwhile, may ancourage
minditing o srginoenng becase thoy beliove thess
prafessions provide financal security end sooi
respect. Thair conoams & indarstandsbés, but deci-
siona made without corsidenng o sludent’s abd itios,
interess and e realies of the job maket = croaie
proCiems iaar.

MNATLA AL FEM
Lahore

Chakwal's growing water crisis
demands urgent action

Chalowa! i acing = 2erows waser shortage that
requires ‘mmadinte attention from the govemment
and local communities. The ded ining availabil ity
of water = affectirg daily life, agricudtune and the
| elioods of pecple who depard on Faming.
Without timely actan, the problem could tecome
Cwan mang n‘i"Ecu:l i3 mianaga in the coming poas

One of the main reasons for the shariage i the
contiruows  decling i groundwatar love's
Expomsive axtraction and irmufficient grommdwator
rechange have reduced tha amount of waber avail-
eble jor domestic and agricuftural Use. A a nesult,
mary wells have dried up or am providing bess
water than before. This sitwation has created dith:
cufties for residents who dopend on urde rground
water bz meet their daily noeds.

Agri:l...turl: is amaong the sectors moct atfect-
ed by the crisis. Many famers in Chakwal depend
h-u'.'*,' or: rainfall end small dams o irnigate their
fiedah. Howaver, reduced rainfal in recent years
has made these sourcas less red isble. Farmers are
struggling to provide sufficent water to their
crops, which can reduce agriculturs! produsctian
and ncroase fnancial pressere anrorsd bouse-
holds.

Tha growng. population has adoed 5o the
problem. &s the demand for drinking water,
household consumption: and  agriculivral ose
increases, the prossure on - already | Emited
resowrces becomes greator. IF water continues to
be extracted without popes plarning, grounidwa-
ter reserwes may decl ine further, making it hander
far commanitsas to meet their basic needs
Fawistan's wider water crisis: makes the situatian
in- Chakwa® particulany conceming. . Agficultuse
accaunis for a lsrge shane of the country's water
corsumption, making efficent water mamage:
mient essential for faod production and economic
stability. Water soancry = nod simply anosrwinon-
mental issue; it ako threatens lived inoods, puktic
welfars and utene devalapment.

The gaovemment musi deoveiap a practsal
otrategy to address the shortege in Chekwnl
Rairrater harvesting, grourdwates recharge; the
coastruct:an and meintenance of wiitable watos
slarage tacil ities, and the pramotion of wetersay-
irg irrigation methods can help impmowe the sdus-
tign. Awthodties-should afso monitor grouncwaler
extraction ard encowrage farmars 1o adapk prac.
tices that reduce unnecessary water use.
SHUIAAT AL
Chaksmi

Extremizm. stere riot fom

)

Pakistan’s Defining Pact

Meelum-Jhalum's
tunnel fallure wined
a major hydropower
project into a costly

lkakifity; Gwadar's
much-haralded port

has struggled to
turn infrastructure
into sustainad
cammarcial activity,

Partnerships and
ambition have never

been in short
supply; governance
has.

LPEC Brings the

bronader lezzan into
sharp rafief. |ts
Investments in
BNETGY,
infrastructiore and
coan r|l|:|:|'-'|1.]l croated
significant
opRertunities.
Howewer, [t is
gavernance that
determines il this
capacity translates
inte delivary,

Interaational
agreemeants may
open doars;
domastic
governance
detarmines whethar
we have the
capacity to walk
thraugh tham. &
soverakgn cauntry
neads allles, net
dependencies,
Esxternal
partnerships should
strengithen aur
position, mot
becoms an alibi for
domastic failure.

In. "The Age of Bronme®, Lomd Byran
weaporzed his biting satine against the
Cangress of \erona, mocking European nulers
far masking thair domestic feilues - bebind
gr.:n:l gotal aliarces. Condermning & oystam
ot "hloca, :.-.-.:-m ared fearwning mill ions whene
the couniry =@ Dankupt and tha courtier ed,”
his warsas o the orofound hallowress of
stabes tha nt forsign trowties o obsoune
abrysmal govemance at home

Cur owm history meads as it Byron's wonds
came true. Sinca 1947, we have engaged na
relentless quest for savation abmad to gwaid
faaes 21 home. From aarky decendeance on
SEATCD and CEMTO, to BT and SARKC, and
friadly to the grand bet on CPEC, aach initiative
hiaz peen memoly & toumiguat
for a pohsely bleeding
oomestic mra.

Today, thal  outwamd
ergagemant conbinues in.new
farms, incliding $he Makksh
Joint Cederss Ageeoment. I
significance liez in the oopor
tuinition that deeper trategic
coooaration can creats, Dut
the asbildy 19 corwert thoss
cppartunites  into |asting
gairs Esis on institutians: at
home. Allisnces an minforoe
rafional capacty, but the
cannot sunstituie Fnr:tal.r.'-:r-:lﬁ
or rezolve the governanos
chafionges  that  ultimatoly
dztermine thair vave.

The tosts of these gowves
rarce fmilures am URimaschy
bome - at fome. & 1efing

MIR ADNAN
AZIZ

ir Adnan Azt is
whaose wneng explones the
{oroes thst chape powed,
bezlied, and socioty

whartiar wa should ergage the wodd bus what
wo bring bo the table. Ergagement imies
weighf only when backed by instiutional depth;
a country then govems #seff well can crgaga
athersan its own e,

The strengik: begins at home with the rule
af kxw, not mule by law Legal imstitations muss
navar become irstruments again ctizens or
palitical opporens. Contracs’ must be hon-
ored, propetty must be protecied, ard dizputes
must be settled imparfisfy. Siate decisions
must o predictable. Foreign pacis may atiract
rmeestars; only credible inctibudions ghe them
reasan ta siag

That credibil ity alsa demands acoouritabili-
1y with oonsegQuonpes, Not SOgaNs OF SCroNYTS.
Public ofice  must mean
responsibiity, rat immdanity.
Selectve acoaurtsbil ity tums
jstice it an instrument. of
powes Palitical stabil ty toa
= crocad. Oovemments muss
gowarn, oppostions  mist
sortinize, and alectoins must
onsune  credible, . ordedy
tranziers o powet

& ftederatior  canrat
gexist an paper while omclu-
sion definca real iy,
Frowinees, districts, minoir-
thes, woman,  youbth and
ather mamginaized commu-
nities must have & gonuno
staks in the countny's future,
local govamments noed
o authority and nosources.
Education. end healthcara
must be judged by owt-

iz a columnist

cample: IFPs attracied sube
startial prwate ard tonek
capitsl, yet flawed contracs saddled com-
sumerrs with crippling . copacity  paymenis.
Betwoon July 2023 anrd May 2004, Rzt 545 tnl-
lion wes paid ta the IPPs far slectricity that v
rewer gerorsied. Thiz stagoeding sum is st
onie measure of policy failare and of haw our
failures a1 home decpen our deperconce
abmadl

Mewlen-Jhakim's tunrel fhaikie timed a
maor Nydropower project mbo e costly |iaod ity
Crwader's muth-heraded por Aas stroggled w0
tum  infrastruchure - fte. astsred | commencial
actwity Parinerships and amibition have nover
boen m short =upphy; gowemance has.

CPEL oeings the oroader keszon into sharp
naliaf. |l immstmants 0 encrgy, infrastructans
ard cornactivity crestod sgni car: Spportuni=
tica. Howerwar, it is gowemance that FMinES
if ihis capecity transiates o delivery. A it
siands, moads do not buld institgdtiors, poris
canniot diemardle antrenched wrt-secding, and
power plants cannot nestone goveman oo

The pattem pxtends beyond indivicusl
projocts or ageements. & reflecs & deoper
baliaf that the next painan, packsge or parner-
=hip will wsher. in @ now Fakistan. Successie
governments have: cast each sddernal opening
Bz & turming poink, anly for the same woakness-
es ta surave every change of power

Exte:ma suppart can geso a crisis, micve s
conatraind of orease a0 opportanity. It cannot
repair fadures rocied in govemance. The prol il
cration of agneemonts and the disappointments
that fodowed underscone the cental leszon -
extgmal engagement B mast valusbio when it
aLgments national capacity

The loss of East Pewistan offom & sobarng
historical leszan. Exsernal al ignments and sacu-
rity partnecships may atrengthon a state's
sirategic posiion, Eut they carnc: redres

‘itical suckizion, nstibusional falue or &

residoian of national cobesion, \When those

faurdatiors wesken, ro smount of extomal
support can hold a country together.

Thizs & no agument for isslsfon. We do
ricod allisncas, markets, mvestment and credir
bia diplomatic angagemsnt. The guesban iz rat

comes, nat promises.

At tha heart of efective
gowemanoe ez competenoa. W hawe nover
scked talent; wo have fa%ed fo budd-a marioc-
racy 1hat can hemess it The oivil ssrvice, negu-
oS, public ans oTprises and local adminisiner
fipnz: requine marit, comtruity snd perfarmarce-

edvancoment & copable country does
not need a bloated turesuoacy; it reeds insti-
tutions empoasrod bo oeliven

Cur govemance has become a Rubik's
Cube: ondlesHy meamanged, raely sohed.
Adminisirations = change, - institutions  are
reramed, strictures redesigned, and juesdic-
tions necast, yet tha underhyrg falues persics.
Wo do not need another frantic tum of the
ubes we read o solwo what we have creaied

Intarmpational  @greemenis may | open
daare; domestic governance Setermines
wieather we have the copacity 1o walk through
tham. A soworpign couniry nesds afies, not
depondencizs. Exiomal parreships showsa
stremgthen our pasition, not become an alibi
for domestic faiure.

Wio heve signed srough agreements. The
reaxt pact must be with oursshees. s terms are
clear: |pgitimate govemance, the rule ol L=,
mpartial acoourtzabilsty, mesit ower connection,
and institubions thet serve citmens. aiber than
entrenchad of ibes. Pol itical sfability slone = not
enpugh. Withaut changing the strictures that
muziain the status quo, si=bitity can sSmoly
entrendh it

Ultmatety, the measure-is simple. A country
= judged by the I & delivers at home, not by
the agreements it signs aomoad, Alies can
strangthan our pasition, trade can widisn
gppartunities, and defenze pertnerships can
baokter security. Mone can substibde for the
rtiutions and nataanal cohesion we must buid
Ior ourtedves

& wiceant nation canrot bo delwerca
through dpiomatc forays, foresgn design, or
autscuned gowvemance. [t i forged through
gomestic purpose, instituticnsl imngqu and
& sharod staxe in the nationad hutu
Fakistan's cu:-ﬁn'ng paict, unrealized so '-ur.
shali bo with its oan people. Itz hutare will bo
decided at-home:

The Significance Quest: Rethinking
the Drivers of Extremism

If this assessment is
carrect, much of
today's
caunterterrorizm
afforts are actually
inappropriate,
Foople who ara
suppressed
threugh border
walls and drona
strikes can becomea
BYEN mora
embittered and will
be recrufted sz the
next group of
militants to further
the humiliaticn
narrative. The more
difficult but
ultimately effective
task i to provide
marginalized
individuals with
avenues 1o achlave
significance
without having tao
pick up arms,

aw sel:esteemn, but. from
“thireatoned egobsm” and B
wounded tersa of entitement.
As B Kruglansii's “signif-
cance gquest” theary esplais,
miléanis w=a vislenca fo reclaim
st dignity and force rocogni-
tior. ‘Whike struchural Esues like
powerty oeate Bertile ‘ground,
politcal  violerce menifests
when perceived  hamd mtion
meets naratve pomses of jus-
fice. - Effective  couniorfcmariom

dires addret=ing systemic dis-
anfranchisernent | rather than
=lying sodely .on bruie - foroa,
which only deepans grievarces.

& lorgstarding misconoope

BARIRA MUMTAZ

Barirs Mumtaz is a policy
rasearcher special [zing in
intarnational relatarg

question af | ile and daath &or
many. i Fobruary 20068, the
Afghar and Pak=tani moounty
oo fired acmss the bordar,
kfing mery pooce and
adding o tormions between
tha two countnies. Thass- ten-
sions hed axpted for yearm
briong, especisly sinoe 20ET,
when Se Talban orce agein
carme o power, and they cre-
ated an erwircnment suitable
for  the Tahrik-Taliban
Fakatzn TTF).

They do rat =y, "1 am
worthless,” but acuelly the
ouise the opposite. They claim
3 Pash@n homeland betong:
ing to their

e it is

ton ebout aktremism is that i
tars - from low self-ecteam.
Thiz concopa, haowaver, is a Fawed one, az it makes
societies sow ool itcal violerce 2z a peychological
problem, not the very farmes that make & possitle.
1 aliows them to ook upon the temorist 25 & hort
child who tumed intc & manstes, and & good ther
apist and some selbhelp books can cume himo
rowewes, a doser look doounks thi theary sinoe
tho mue i5:much moe complicated ard difficalt
to compehend.

When ressahor actualy owaluste this “low
soif-psteern™ theory, continaally fads. Roy
Baumaister and his collasgues had been hnklng for
a direct link between poar self-image and sggres-
ziar moss than 30 yoars ago. However, they coulde
n't focato one. Rathor, ther meu's indicated an
imexpeciad Snding: people who oo nat feal good
sboul Sersales am mom i iD react agores
shvety when they e raulied. Soli-hatred s nod 1he
azon that this meaction b rs, but aciualy
joeling of an sttack on selkesteem, known =
“theefioned egotizn.” Hance, wiolarce wsially
emarabes fom Enoeewho think they ae entitled 1o
better troatmant but ame treated with disrespect.

Thig is not marefy sr academic dobate. It i a

aot tha foal:
g of disaflection that inspires such
groups, bt & poswerful mix of grie
e, ling of entitlament. and
wounded pride comeed through
thea namatves ol justice. -Similar
chmamics can be ghsered fom the
hils of fomer FATA b the Sahel
= amorg lorevell attackos
‘Wastem societios
Thiz-isme is far from simple, and
a1y amount that suggests othes
wite ic mizieading. Structuml theo-
rsts hawe  repeatedly’ cautioned
ageinst’ placng the oos of the
rausa of: taroriEm entnely on poy-
thaicgical faciors, inchead poirting
tol riumarows factars, inclding pro-
brged digpossesion, conbruaus
drore strikes, accupation of srik-
nes, and weas govemmenis
& rejection of owerimplified poychoiogical
Edanations it warrantad boca e them am pol itical
montoots ba- consider in nefabion So the cawmes of tor
rorism-Bul i s also nct enough o heve onfy siroce

tim| explanations, since thene e mary poople 'who
|men i povery and ere manginalized weEnout comr
mitting acts af violenice. Inmasd. it would ‘b mom
approprate bo proooss that mdhviduss" motivakions
8 irigaers bo wialant action and that struciurs” oone
ditions provide e envionment 0 which viclenoo
czn taup place. That ersinonment & sndemic poverty
and & state’ that s oo weak, of oo viokently aopres-
sive, bagve peoolo any iegitimabe weys fo bo nesd.

How, then, docz & psychologeal wound
tocome A deedly woapon? The most |:-:|r".ln:|r|;
axplanation comes from Are Krugloreki's "o

cance quest” theong He cortends that mifitants ane
ramhy criven by feelings of insignificance: slona,
They ame arven by the Dromiso it violonco waill
maka them matter, A mialed marfestation of iz
gynamic i Niglrscha's cancept of esantiment, the
siow-acling poson experienced by those who e

not Bght back, trarsiooming. their weakness inla
maral virtue and thair cpporents’ 5 inka &n
unsongivabla wong

& conbury ago in Yierma, Alfred Adler caled A
cHEmompERsation, an nfnonsy omplioy sminforced

and frarsiormed into a seree of supenanty Afer 25
years af imerviewing sunivors of Rwanda and othes
g.'n::-du-:. Evol im Lrdnar came 1o the =sme corcls-
sion. #s Lingner angues, humid ixon &-the "ruclear
bomb” of humen emotiors. This iz denge s oo i
hicles fself undaf the: guise of jstice.

i this assessment & cormect, much of todey's
courtertemarsm cfors ae ectually inapproprass.
Peopie who am suppreszed through border walls
and drore strises cs become even mome embit-
tered and will be recused as the next group of mik
itaris 52 Jurther the humitation namatne. The mone
dificult but domately effecthe iask is to proeda

inal ized ndividuzls with, avenues 1o achicwe
significance withoul havinrg bo pick up ame:

Rather than i g, it 2 sbout gving them a
vaice, & chanoe ooonomic _.ppurll.r."!.' anda
reckoring with the historical grievances cogeri-
erced by them. The covame
ments: mutinely opt for the use
ol brute foroe rather than the
tedicis task of dealing with
paclusion, bumiiation, ard
pofitical  cissriranchizsment.
Cre prowides shortslived securi-
ty while $he other prowvides per-
ek Soouniy.

ntil the wounded pode
contimues o oo mistaen, vioe
lenoa wall mutiplying in
Kabul ohleatan.
Falicymakers nieod o dspel the
miyth -that extremists ane woak
pmpi: dus o low sel-esteem.

rester threat & posed oy
and groups whio e finm-
I],- corwinoed af their own NE_I:-
ECHISRESS, WHo A Mo of
angry, and who ano irent on
farcing the world o recognizs
the imporance they sea for thorsehes. In e
abserice of staie action to aodress that maaliny,
states wik nemain focused on treating the symceoms
ol extremizm and confricuts 1o the creation of tha
canditiors that tuel extremism.



Pakistan urges
action against
networks arming
terrorists

Paiistan has woiced sevicim oonoem osar grave hman
rights wiolations by countres corducing cxtra-terriional
aassination  cempaigns  under - the  pretext of
raurieriemarem, snd caled for ther condemnation,

Farticipating in’ an intoractee  dialogues with UN
Specis! Kapporieur on Human Rights, Ben Saul, inthe
Ganeral Assambiy's Third Commitbee, Pakistard gelegate
Mubammad Jawad  Ajmal  reafimed  Falkistan's
cammibrnent 9 ensuning prabection of human rights whila
rountening termorsm

The Thid Coemmiites ceals with mocis, Fumenitarisn
and culbural matkars.

Emphasizing that the detinition of frrorsm must b
corsictant with inteenational few he cafied  for

distinguishing botween temorism and eaerwize of the
lagitimaie sight o p-:ﬂdn io nesiss foreign occupation and
for exercsing their ight %o self-detemination.

Highlightinrg =izustiors of foreign occupation in
Ingian illegally eccupied Jlamema ard Kashmir and
Palestne, Ajmal, a counsallor in Fakistan Mission 1o the
UM, said the cocupying pawers conbinue to violabe
fiuman tights and fundamental freedoma of indigenicus
popdlations, with farced relacations, settler violenca,
demographic changes, . atbdrary detentions, tortuna,
intumane and degrading treatmant.

ke mlled for holding %o acoount organized oriminal
netwaors mohved in dlicit trede of arms and wearons, 2=
wol = drones to dac itsts terovist groups such as the TTF
(Tetnrie-i-Tal ban Pafosian) and BLA {Balzcnistsn Liboraton
f-nrr_,r'l n the megion

*The situatian in Aighanictan iz a glarieg axemple of
the growing mesus ol ierrorst groups® tangeting
neighbouwding countries, such a5 Pakistan thal has lo=t
mane than £,700 | wes in st Se bt three years alone,

The Fakiztani delegaie a'sa exprossed corcem et
viciations of sowereignty and terriborial integrity i
camptein breach of intarmational buman rights. lawa, under
*fake poioss” of muntertarmorsm

In May 2085, he =id, India sttacked urben- chil ian
ama in Pakstzri ferriory leading to the foss of 34
innooont Fakiztani chvilians, inciuding 15 children and 13
wamcn, some af tham infarts

“While Paidstsn has demonstratea s will ard
capability to thwart such malicious acis of state teroeism,
we s condemnn such misadwenbunes,” Ajmal siressoed.

Listings of termonist irdividuales and entitios must nct
directly or indirectly discriminats on probibited grounds,
including ‘mligon, he said, but mist incude violent
natianal ist, far rght and Blsmoghobic groups that, tanget
mirariies and wulnemble populations workdwide.

The USE- sanclions nogimes, the Paigsian delegate
zaid, should be made mose equitabls and trancparent. app

KP minerals
sector laces
Rs 16.94bn

losses

& governmont. audit repont has identifed hnancal
iregularties amounting ta over Bs14.594 bilisan- in Khyoer
Fakhitunidvwa 1 minerals soctor in 8 shglo: year, meising
CORCErNS owEr mevenue codection, iliegal mining and the
recovery af govemment dues

éccording io the report, the loses imicleed iFegal
maning, non-recocvery of cutstanding  payments from
condracion, unewhy extracton of coaminiction matenek
and failume 1o collect vanous duties and royaltes.

The meport estimated that illegal mining coused lassos
oicseding RsE bl ion durng 2022 and 2025 |t ska
pointed gul that asthorites failed o necover fisd.31 bifon
in outstanding duss from defaulting contractors.

Dwzcpite the presence of check peats, inspectars and
oificials “of the Minemls Department, illege! mining
continued acmoss the provinee, esulting in & furthes loss of
Rsd. 05 bl ion bo the prowincial pechequer, tho reporn sam.

The report ako higklighied the Elegal exiraction
of sard mnd gravel In the name of highwsy and small
dam comstrecton; which camed an estimated bossof
Rs3:07 bill kon,

It noted that the authofities fsled o colect RiZd7.2
million in exciee duty an minarals, whils cubstandng duos
mxceeding Bo& 10 mill ion dnom cos . bawits, |imeslong and
SCAECIONE Mines Wane wWahtd

In. Feshawas, gowemment. land oelorging to the
Miroralz Depariment was reported ly leased ot 3200 por
acre instead of S prescrbed raie ufisﬁ,:'lIl, caming an
eedimaied |oss of Bs140 million.

The repart further identified lomsses evceeding RoS30
million due bo the norerecovary of dues: elated 5o small
dams in- Kohal, Mowsherma, Swabi, Herpur and ather
oisiricts. It abo reporied the nonerecovery of Rebid
mill ion in royeltios in Mardar

The Audaor General moommended an inguiny against
those msporsible for the irmeguderities identilied i the
neparl. HEWE DESE

Jaglot-Skardu
Highway closed
due to landslide

The mavement of traffic has boen affected due ta
lands|ide an various ames &t Jagiot-Skardy Highwey 2nd
travelers have boen advieed o be cxutions an mads dus
to reconi siuation.

fcoording to detals; ous to ‘ardslide In Balistan,
impostant Jagiat-Seardy Highway veas diosed for taffic =
a mesult of which movement of pessengers irewed ing
b bween Gilgi and Skardu has been afacted.

futhoritios havwe been workng fo opon mads with
fieawy machinery while F:E:n:ngc":. have been directed to
know recent situslion of moads pricr fo freased ing.

Local agministration has elzo urgea fravelers to emain
in contact with district sdmir straton and traffic police for
updaied information and follow safety guidelines whilke
travell ing in Mountanous anoas MEWS BESK

Government’s sole focus
on elimination of
terrorism from KP: Talal

Minister of State for Interior,

Talal Chaud hry, on Thursday said that
that the government s sole focus was to
restore peace and el iminate terorism,
adding that there were no political
maotives or targets involved.

Talking bz the media outside Parlisment House, he
=xd the pnme minister had visited and chained 8 meeling
of the Agex Committes in Peshawar,

He said &l resources required by the province from the
neoara’ gowe mment would boe proviced

He:s8:d all poliEicad fomes i Kmber Palditunkhwa
sholrd stand urited befind the securnity ‘oepes with a ome
mon stanoa.

Talal m=id the scurity fomes weee ‘fuly capatle of
defesting lsmorists within days. Howsver, he sid the
protiem amse when pol Sical leaders showed eiuc-
tance, faled to proside feadershio o o formes,
adopted & =oft sppmach towands iermonzis and
pl=ced condiliona on courdertesmoram oocmbtions.

He: zzid, regrottaly, this attfude had led 1o
the situstion rvalving Artickes 232 and 234 of the
Constitution. He mitarated that the government
wiculd not back down from its focus, adding Ehat
peace. in Pakitan, economic grawth erd stabd ity
coukd not be achiowed wahout poaca in Khyoor
Pakhtunkhwa. He urged palitical forces inthe
provinoe, particularty tho Fakistan Tehroek -
c-Insst{FTY, ba call srmonsts - 1
their facilitatarz by their
rames and ireat tha fadl- .
itatars N e same man- § i
rer & tormariots, }

He eko called "\:-r?l
en end fo & SEnient §
approach.  towards 8§
terronsts and Lwged |
palitical leadars 1o

openty idantly ter b
rorist groups,
including the 8

Tehreekna-Tal ban B8
Pakistan [TTF)
and (BLA&}, =nd §
stand Frmiy
with the socurity forocas. He =aid politicsl ismues could
be resolved through dialogue.

Isismabad development: Earics, Talal mfarmed
the Matonal Sszembly that dewvalopment work, plot alot-
manis ard compensation . payments in wanous sacions. ol
|samstad wens being capedited to resohve issues that had
rameined pending for docades

Responding to o Caling Attention Mobce segaming
the demalition of hoises and & graveyard in Sectars E-12
ared T-14 without the awsrd of compersation for built-up
propartics by the Capital Devalopment Surtharity. (D064,
heo said seweral sectors of the lederal copiial had been
iaurchesd cocades aga, and allotment latbers -had also
been msued, but development wark, passossion of plaks
ard semosal of encroachments couwd nat be completed

He z2id & separate membar had been inled in the
Ty o owermen sector oovelopment aﬁ:um beior
ooardination and progress.

Talal said amund %5 per cent of the alottoesin Sector
E-12 had baen given passossion. The secior was launched
in 19785, and alleament letters wese mmued m 1990, bis
possessian could not be handed over to the slotess for s
iong time. Mo said dewelopment work and the removal ol
chcroachments wene fow piognessing at a fesier pace.

Referning i Sectors C-14 and £-15, he'said Sectar C-
15 vems Isunched in 2008 and had a woial of 2,571 sffeced
parsons, induding 2,258 residential plot holdars.

He said the process of allotmeonts and handing over
DOoTEESs an was underazy in the sectars, while the remaine

ing issues woe afso being addressed.

The mirrstes =aid most cases mvalving compansation
ard afiotments for DUF-up praperties in Saclor E-12 had
bieen settled, welh ordy & | imited numiber of cases mmain-
ing. He offered ta provide sactarwise deteil to the con-
cemad members of the National Asembly.

Replying 1o a supplemeniary guestion, Talal
Chaudhary zaid therr wene two categores of compen-
satson in Sector E-12: people whose land hag Deon
acqueed and thode whose budt-up propertes wene oli-
gible far compensatian.

He =sid 515 |sndowners hiad been identified inthe
first. category, of whom 412 had been compensated
either through land ar cash. frcund BD cases remained
p."l'rdi"l? dup to vanows mssues, incuding dEputed
clairmm, bam#y matbers and caurt ceses, whia 17 pecpole
had rot 'applied far compersation.

Regarding budt-up properties, he said compensation
had beon paid in 1,800 cases out of a toal ol
2,751, Heo adacd that 155 poople had raot
sbmiticd apedicatars, white 14 built-
Up proparty CHSES memained pendng.

The minister said ldamabed's thres
MW had recently diooussed the mat-
ter with the irterior mingter |t wes
agrocd that the minster, songwith SO
ot i

oiicials, woud personelly haar the gan-
Y s gricwances of affected people in the
comirg days and make aforis o resale

thair Esues prampaly.
=2id delays in compensation payments
hesd compd icated the matbor, while s gowe
eming built-up propesties. had been
charged three tBrmes ower tha

i past two Decades.

Giving an cxampio,
' he said around 1,175
houses and ather
structures exmied N
Sactor 5414 when ihe
lard wes iaken ower,
out the numcer had
row - increased, o
mans Shan 4,000,
He said ome
of thesa structurnes
might be genuine,
while othars couid
fhawe besen: cons
sinicted 1o cotsn compensation or piots. 1F plofs wam
allatbed agzinst-all such @ructunes, he added, tho aveilable
plots in the sector might not be sofficiens, potentally
requising the COA o sllot plots in othor seciors a5 well.

Tala® Thaud kry said he had held a ootailed meeting
with the concorned members of the Matioral Amembly
and disoussed shorboomings in the faws governing built-up
propemies. He said compensaton cases shou'd be oeait
with under the lwws and rules soplicable &t the time of
lsnd acquisition.

Responding 1o a guestion, ihe minisier said slamasbed
wixs 2 plenned city but faced a shortage of graveysds and
protiems meahrg dlegal housing schemes.

He said sround 150 Segal housing schemes axisied
in islamabad, ard some had sold plots resarved for pob-
lic failities, nchiding schoals, disporsane, parks and
graveyands.

He szaid graveyards in Blamabad wers govemed by
the Graveyard Rogulations, 1961, Eight greveyeds existed
in Sactor E-12, tan of which weme ammund 100 years ald

The minister sad -the rehovant rogulstions govemed
buriafs in graveyards afior the COM, acquined the fend, with
neww buriss subpoct fo the spplicsbla rales and designated
arexs. He added that several geveyards kad ememged n
Spcior E-12 over the: past 35 yeers, during which posses-
sion of plotz could rat be handed aver. However, &l exist-
ing graves had been presened.

He said charges had been made to the sector’s plan
to protect all existing grawes and mantain the snctity of
the graveyards, NEws BESE

Karachi-Rohri track
upgrade project to be

launched In

Federal Mimister for Baiweys
Hanit Abpes: on Thursday . =aid the
gevermmant plannesd to spgada the
48-klometre  KarackeRoba  railway
track &% an eslimaied cost of 825 bil
lion, with the gmurd breaking axpoct:
ot in-Janusny or febnisny noas pear,

Responding fo questions during
the aguestion hour i othe Mations
fzzomioey, the mirsier zad the praj:
oct would be vrdedaken with e
cooperatian  aof - dhe Asiap
Devalcpment Bank (A0B) as pamt aof
the govemment o 2 b= improee
raitway nfesiruciore and enhanco
passonger safoby

He said $he -existing rmikvay tracs
hedl been 0 use for mere than 2 -
wry, with muck of the infraztruchre
dating back to 1910, macng i
upgradation -essontal bo addwmess
longrtanding aperational challanges.

Hanif Abbasi =aid Frimo Minster

Fevee tho axsct

operatons.

gQoY¥Ermmants,

Railways  had

Barmu,

ricematon availabie
2t the tme but could provide datads
if the-mattor wes rabed agan.

1 response bo guestions about
tha rewnwal of railwey services: in
Khyoer Peshtunahwa [KF],
&bbaz said Fakistan Eaibways had
signed 8 framewark agreement  of
with the provincisl gowermment to
work faintly on restoring  raiteay

He zaid similar coopecation was
being purzuad with other provircsl
adding
agrecment -had  already been
reached with Balochstan, whiks
engagemant with Punjab end
Sind h wes &so planned,

Tha minister =] Fakiztan
nitiatad
pgains enomachments on its land
acroas the ‘country, inciuding. in
Feshaver, Sukkur,

Jan: NA told

He sdded thet the doparment
would continiue offorts o eirowe rail-
way lsnd hefd by public and private
ontiies across Khybor Fakhbonkmea,
Frrgab, Sindh and Balodhstan
Hani#

Agesl Mallk speaks: Ministor
State. for Law and  Justice
Bapnatar figoed Malik said that the
govomment was implementing 17
gchemes to anhenoe mango prodLcs
Lrwity, imprave climate resil once
=mnd strongthon research

with a foous on_incmees-
irig manga production
snd preserving fraik
baig e L

FResponding boa
gquestion during tha
question Feur in the
Mational Assermbly, ha
said that the provincial
government had aio-

that “an

action

Zarachi,

Thebbar Shadf had taken the nitis-  Lebome, Fasslsbed and catoa %
tivy o0 priodtoe the rohabil iation of  Rewalpindi. 4718832
the Kamchi-Rohn secton, describing He desoibed the mea o for
it'as ane of 1he most crtical porfiomz  recoseny and Lrarss manrgo
of the 1A00-kKoTeire Mair Lred fer o neary seCtor

[ML-1} retwore He cxprossed condi 200000 - kanals
gance mat the proposed mprove of TaWEY
maniswolld nelp reduce miway scci-  land.  back
ganis ard improe I:w.a“l:g.':r:u'l:-"l imtz  the
ciancy of irain operalions departs

Resconding io: arother wwpple- ment 5
meptary guestion, the mnstor said nama
dicuzsions wer2 ako under way ' through
upgrade the Robn-Wultan soctaon, rlul:tll:-'l
adding that tha prime mineter had
taken the [ritiatve to move forsend
with the progect slongside  tho
Karadhi-Riobd section.

Regarging people  displaced by
raibway project, ho sad e did rot

ment,

the irstitution s
yoar hstory.

a..-a..grl'ccr achiave:
mying such =
lerge-scale  recovery
had not occurmed i
TE

with initia-
tives  memed
at impraving
production,
addres=ing cfi-
mate-relsted
challerges 2nd
rtrengthaning
resgarch fadili-
tios. kB GELK
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Ex-KP ministers
directed to
vacate official
residences

Tha Khyber Padhiunkwa Sdminstration Department
has direcied several fommer prowincial miniciers, a farmer
nahvizer, and the doputy scoskar af the prowincial assemnbly
ta wacate their oficial residenoos

Those direcied o wamie the houses nodude omor
local govemment minister Mecna Khan Adrdi, fomes
housirg minisser Amjad &li Khan, former lsw minisies
bjtsh- Alsm, former rehabilitation and e=cttioment
minister fogibufah, Soemer finahce adviser Murammil
ffam, Sormer sbour mineter Feizal Tarsts and Dty
Speaker Sursyya Bibl, according to an officiat lottes

The ‘cepartment has also asood the depoty
commias=orer Peshawar 1o provide police porsonnel,
nclwding female constabios, to assist 8 magistrabe or tha
relevant officer in retrieving poszession of - the
govemement residences. Copies of the |letor have alsa
been mend 1o the Capital City Folice CHicer (CCPOY
Pochawar and the SHO aof -Eazt Palice Statian for
neoessary actaon and police assiEtance. MF

SC seeks record
of cases against
Jamshed Dasti

The Suprome Court on Thursdey direcied the
Election Commision ol Palostan, the federal
gosemmeant and all provincie! . gowemments to submis
within 10 days complete records of casoes megistared
against foemer MMA Jarmebed Dasti

Dwring the hearing of 8 case conce erming criminal
proceodings egainct Dasti over an alloged fake
pegree, the court extenced hic ba
until MNovombor 4 and decded 1o
examing whether the matter shauld
bz heard by a three-memibaer banch
or procesd before the existing
twc-member bench

& two-memices bench kesded by
Justice Malic Shahzad Ahmad Khan
heara  the cass. DCuring  the
pomedings, counsed for the Funzb
govemment irformed the
caurt that 47 casgs had
been  megistersd
egarst Dlasti in the
prowince and that
their meconds - hed
been  swbmitbed
o the court. The
oourt oosorved that it would swamine whether the case
could be Feard by ihe bwo:member bench or shoud be
refermed to = three-memier bench,

Atter extending Dasti's bail witl MNovember 4, the
caurt adjsurned furthor pracoodings. NEWS BESE

Pakistan, US
urged to shift
focus to IT
cooperation

The Embassy of Pakistan in Weshingion D hostod sha
"Fakizman-US Tech Conrect 20I6° to fociitate direcl
engegemenl bertvasen [mading Fakestani techrobogy fims ard
thesr Armerioan courierpes, whenen Fadctar's Ambesssoior
Ravaen Saeed Shoidh caled for phvoting from traditional
sEounty concemms iowamd technoiogical afignment

Thea ipwant was held in oollsboration with the Ministry
of. information Technology & Talecommunication, (OPEN
Glchal, and tho Paliztan Softwane Exoort 8oand (FREE]

Dizsigned a3 an siecitive networking forum, tha evant
mimed {0 uniock potontial partnershipe scmoss entemprse
mutons, digital trans sAsrmiation, preduct . development,
and strategic T codaboration. The dolegation showcassd
senior feadarship {mm 16 promier Pakistani tech
campanicd opotating in cettinge-edge ceciom, incuding
artificial ntelligerce, cioud computineg, data smalylics,
firtech, and hisakhcan techrology.

The gaiherng drew promirent sttendees, noudng
Sind h Gowemor Syed Mehal Hashmi, represenintves fom
mapr US technalogy and financa firmis, - multSetesal
institubons, govemment agencies, and Bacen from the
Pasiztani American business community.

Thmough struciured oxecutie paned discussions ‘and
purated busingas-lo-busness (B2E| sessions, the initistive
sought b comvert Fakistan soaxparding T ouport capacity
ino'mtpinable commonial etetionships, chvating
technology inte a cow pilar of Fakistan-US ecoramss
ergogamant.

In hiE cperang Fremars, Ambasssdor Braan Sacca
Sherich weicomed pertcipants and outlined the objective
of the toch sories as a pivodal mowve bo |:||:-"l.|n'| Paicctan =
an impactiul candribuior and LS partnes within the fast:
puoiving glabal technological landscape.

The curment showease foones on presenting top-tier
Fakiztani fims and airs to display ihe 'best ard brighiest’
from the Pakizsani tech industry directly to ctakehalders in
Washington, ChiC., Ambsssador Sheikh g, The
shavecasing aims to display Pakistani tech firms IT prowess
and iz abiRy o mect ntomational stendans it evoking
fieids ke Al Emphasizing the histcrical dopth of bilatesal
miaticnz betwesn Fekistan -ara tha United 5tiates,
fmbassador Sheikh described  the perironhip a3
inhesently Larsouen tial and presented [T partnership as
the noxt promizing prazpect in that contesd.

Exch time Fakistan and the iUnitod Sabes hawe come
tagethar, we have produned results, and results ratanly tor
prmobes in tho bilstersi damain, bt results for#he whole
warlkd, ha ctserved Lindemcodng. & siraieqgic chét in
tilateral prorties, Ambessacor Shefh calied for pRoting
from traditional “securily concems toward iechralogical
alignment. & koy goalis somake & transition in the bilatoal
relaticrship T o [T, maving rom counterierranzm
b infammation |:1:'|r|:||-:.-g:|r Thiis i whast wa have boowork on
broaume thie it going to yiold & mutusly rewanding
partnerzhip in the Tusure, hio addod. sEws BEst
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DSP among four
cops martyred.
two terrorists

killed in Karak

Four policemen, including twa officials,
worn martyred and two terronsts were killed
during &n exchange of fire ‘in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Karak district on Thurs day,
police said

& statement by the KP police said law
enforcars had initiated a search and strike oper-
ation in tha Charpara aras at noon, whare ter
rorists had set up = blockada on Wadnosday
might.

The oporation was led by Banda Daud Shah
and Counter-Terrorism  Departmant  (CTD]
deputy suparintendants of police [DSF), in
which bomb dizposal unit (EDU) personnel, a
drone team, Rascue 15 personnel and Rapid
Kesponso Force personnel sdso participatod,
tha statemont =aid.

*Curing the operation, the iew anforcors
raided the hideout of a terrorist commander,
Claiser Igbal, where an cuchange of fire took
placa,” the police said, adding that two terrar-
ists wiare killed in the ancounter.

CTD O5F Imranuddin Khan, Latambar
Cation Houze Officar (SHO Sub-lnspector (51]
Afral Awan, Constable Kazim and Haad
Constablo Amjab from the BDOU were martyred
in the exchange of fire. The statement =aid tha
operation was angoing.

It agded, “Tha brawve martyred personnal of
tha Khyber Pakhtunkhwe Police have sot-a shin-
ing exampile of dedication to duty, courage, and
a commitment to public safoty by sacrificing
thair | iwes in the fight against tarrorism.”

The staterment said the sacrifices of tha mar
tyred policemen reflactad tha police force's

‘wmwaverning resohm” to continue making every
ossibla offort to eradicate terrorism and estab-
ish lasting peace in the region.

Saparatehy, secunty forces killed threo ter
rorists and - swrrounded sawven others durin
ongeoing operations after foiling an attempt
attack om a construction company's empty
camp in Gwadar, sacurty sources said on
Thursday.

#coording to the security sources, forcos
responded promptly to the attermpted attack by
tarrorists balonging to Fitna &l Hindustan and
thwarted thair bid to target the vacant campe
Three terrorists were killed during the opera-
tion, whila  security . forcas surroundad threa
mora tarrorists at the location, the sources
added.

Moanwhile, socurty forces were also. con-
ducting an oparation against terrorsts present
inside a hotel located near the Gwadar highway
following another attempted attack.

Four terrorisis at the hotel had been sur-
rounded by the sacurity forces, according to the
sources. The security sources said the Gwadar
Goneral Oficer Commanding {G0C] was per-
sonally leading the oporation. kBws bes:

SBP-held
forex reserves
rise by $19mn

to $21.49bn

Forergn exchange resarves held by the State Bank
ot Fakistan [SEF] rose by 319 million on a weekly bass
to £21.49 hillicn as of October 16, 20248, tha contral
biank sxd on Thursdmy.

fccording o dota released by the 5BF the coun-
try’s total liguid forcign reserses stood at $24.83 bil-
lign. Mot foreign reserees held by commercial banks
ztood at 35.34 hillion

‘Curing tha week ended on 16 Oct-2024 SEP's FX
resorves increased by USENS million to WB5%521.468.4
milion, " tha central bank said.

Last week, the country's forex reserves had
increased by 516 million 1o 321.47 bilivon dusing tha
week ended Colober 7, 2028

Meamwhile, fotal liquid reserves actualy fell by
nbout 530 midlion week-or-waek, from 52686 billion,
because commarcial banks' holdings dropped by
raughly 547 millian. That could be warth & lme il you
weand it NERS DESE

PM Shehbaz orders
direct flights between
Pakistan and Maldives

Prme Minsler Shohbar Sharif an
Thursdsy announced that he hed
ismued instructions for direct #lightz
batwean Fakistan and the Maldves

dvodressing the Pagstan-Maldives
Bu=rass Farum, stiended by visibng
Masdivian Frosident. Or Mobamed
Mumzy, the premisr taid that once
the digritary” miumed, a delegation
of Pastard gowermmant officias snd
busineszman would be sent o Mals.
Ha =ssid that the delogstion would
armeve wizhin the mext wees or sa

*| want ba say that corractivity is
very important. We dor't have dimoct
Eighiz tom Male %o Istamabad or
Karadhi, o 1his air fing i wery mpar
tant,™ P Shehbar ssid,  addressing
Muizw. | hewe aleady given ingirec
tiors o cur minsky et dvil aviation i
prepare a quick foasibdity |shudy|, be
it Pagistar ntomatiomal Arines, or
ary ather airling in Pakizzan, o Snd
the waya and mears ot the fist
fight comprizing tourct |and thel
bi=snes communsty o Male,™ ho
ennounoed

The premier aid he had boen
informed by Presigent Muzou that ne
gmwe imstructions. "o his a=line o
weoek out 8 quiick pdan o ofart flights
#ram |the| Maldiies 1o Pakistan™.

*| hawe givenr instructicns o our
civil aviation deparment 1o immedi
atoly invite 2 delegation from [ihe|
Maldwes and work cut 8 plan whero
by wa can sert these air flighs
betwoon tho tao couririas as carfy .as
poasitde,” P Shetioer soded

Mornscuer, the premiar Hightighs
ed the impartarce of maritime conr
reeclivty, notirg that unless thee = a
rel sabsie direct shipping  scheduls
from Karachi or Gwadar io Male, “we
will not be able to moot ouwr Argets
efficiently and afectivah.”

Calling Muirzu & “wery sincare
friond af Fakickan®™, the premier

hailed K wisit as a “hirnéng point
in turther strengthening our bilat.
eral; brothery relations" and &
“game-changer in teems of peo-
moiimg our bilateral trade ard
imeestmant partfal fas”,

"1 weouid like bo comvey this mes-
sage 1o aur great ontrepreneurs,
fracom, imsasion: and businesamen
from paih  |fhel Maldivez and
Pakiztan,” he addec.. “Hew & an
opportunity we can really comeart into
.. oncrete acticn plaa.”

Citing figees provided by
Commerma Minisier Jam Kamal Khan,
FM Shehbar sxid that the trado vwai-
ume beteesn |semabad and Male =
approxmately 352 million

"Wy brothes, Fresident Dr
Muizza, on my request, road I‘-.'
agroed b make & fimm understand
irg bo increass gur bfatersl
trade fram £13m w0
£200m in the rext taa
yoars, and now it's &
up 1o L i mae use
of thia oppoiunity,
do ocur homewori
and  make ful
preparation  fo
achigue those
targets
throuwgh
joint etarts
and  wary
clase coor-
dirnatian,”
tha prime min
Ister starteal

Taltng the podaim,
Fresicent Muirzy thanked
PM Shehbar tor taking the
tima to attend the forum
ard .-Hd that his proserce f}, |
was “a tgstament bo the
closa fhendship and owr
snared  commitmen: Lo
strangthening economic

cooperation”.. "t & such a groat
pleasune for me to be with you Soday
in Eslamabad. And particalarly o
address & gatherng of those wha
drive entaneriss, irvestmant, and acc-
n*:-r!i: ocppostunity in oUr bso coun-
tries,” headoed.
"z we mark £ woars since: tha
eprlablishment ot diplo
matis relations, the
reletionship
betwoen tha
Maidwes and
Fakistan iz root-
ed in deep fras
temial affectan;
ared above all, n
the endunng
tond ot our
Islamic  faith.”
HEVS DESE

Maldives President. First
Lady visit Lok Virsa

President of the Maldves,
Dr. Mohamed Muizzu and
First Lady, Sajidha
Mohamed expressed keen
interast in Pakistan’s rich
cultural heritage during
their visit to the Lok Virsa
Museum on Thursday,
exploring the country's
diverse regional traditions,
indigenous craftsmanship
and artistic legacy.

Executive Dirgcior Lok Wirsa,
Muhammad YWagas Saleam and cthier
officiak walmmed the visiting digni-
tares and conducied their tour of T
museum, briesng theem on tha cultur
al :ig'liﬁl::m:-:l? 15 podections and
the imst#utionts offors to presore
and promote Fakissans folk and im
ditianal haritage.

Moying thmough the museum’
gelleres, the Makdwian Fresident
arrd the First Lady siewed sxhibits
reslecting the distinctiwe identities
of Fakistan's megeors, from indnicais
embmadery and traditional iextiles
ic pottery, wooowors and other
forms of indigenous art.

The displays offared a glimpse
inla the creativity of locel artizans
and the oultural traditors that cone
tinue 'to shape communities scroes
tho country.

The  distinguizhad ‘guests ook
interest in the exhibits porraying ire
ditianal |iestyles, regiona’ customs
ard artistic practices handed down
shrough  goneratiors,  gainig  an
insght into the culiural richness that
dafines Fakistan's national heritage.

Mubhammad Wsges  Saleem
explained how Lok Visa doouments
and showcases the couriry’s diverss
cultural expresions, helping oresere

tracitioral 5kifls and erslnng that the

rowledge ard craftsmanship of ool
communities remain aoccessiole o
futuro gencrations.

Federal Minister for Maritme
ARsirz,  Mukrammad Junsid  Armesr
Chaud hry anid Minisier of Siabe for
Foderal Education and Prafessional
Training, ‘Wajha Camar weme abo
prosend duning the visit.

They josned the engagement with
the winiting digritaries and hightight-
ed the impomance. ol introducng
intemationsl guestd o Pakistan's cul
fiural weerth and Dogstanding i
tiore of hospial ity

The' wisit ofiered 2 glimpse of

Pakistan beyand iz palitical and
dipiomatic engagements, bringing its

|mirg ftraditsans, regional giversity
and aristic haritsge into Soocus

t abo undescored the mle of
cudtural interaction in bastering matuy-
& apprecizlion and strengthening
pecple-to-pocpie ties  betweon
Pakistar and the Maldves Lok Vims,
alza imawn 2= the MNational fmetibote
of Folk and Traditional Heritage,
carvet 2t a national repostory of
Pakistan's folk culbune, pracesving ana

showcazing the fraditional arts, crafts
and culural praclices of communites
trom acmeas the countng

wisit formed part o of
Fresident Cr. . Mohamed Muizzu's
threa-day official wist bo Pakizten
Curing the second day of hes visit,
ik Maidivian Prezident and the First
Lady -abko wisiod the Peiesian
Moramant and Faizal Mozque in
slamabad, exploring lzndmarks that
weflect the country’s national idanti-
ty, history and architactural hertage:

Bl

Meldives first lady wisits
DRAP; First Lady of the Maldives
Sajid ha Mohamed vigited the Drog

Rogulstony Suthority of Peicstan
{DRAF), underccaring the mpar-
tarce of regulstory. cooperataon in
safeguarding public health end
@rsuring acoets to sate and gual iys
amured medicngs.

During - the wisit, she appreciat-
od DEAP's feadesship and dedicai-
od profaszionals for their coommits
ment. b protecting pubdic haafth
&md maintainang standards for med-
Sines. KEWS bEsK

Pakistan lauds eritical work of UN radiation body

Padistan has urdemconed the “wital  the

Gieneral

Faurth

the consmbutions ob atomic radialion o

rale™ of the Urited Nations' principal sci:
gnthc -committer studying  radhatian
gfiacts, noting that despite it financial
cansirainks, the panes provices crdicsl dats
that helps memper states oovelop health
and erwircnmerdal siarciands

Creor the |t soven decades, Faketani
dolegate  fnsar Shab, zaid the LN
Sciontific Cammittee 'on the Effecz of
Aiornic Eadiabtion [UNSCEAR} has made an
important contributon in promoting wider
knoadedge and understanding of the lew-
ols efects, and risks af atomic emiscion,

Shah, 8 first secredany &t the Pakiztan
Mizmsicn 1o the UM, was sppaking i a
debate on tha wark of tha Coeemittes in

Iempmbly's
Commitiee {Spocial  Political
Crweoodanization) on Wedrasgay.

Commending the dedicatad efforts
of the Committee, he sdid it hss alsc
provided & sof id scientific foundation for
member states 1o formulate internatian-
a| standards for protection against ioniz-
ng radiation.

In this reganz, the Fakistani delegate
ungod !I:k‘qLEII:" |:|rl:~:|...|e|:,||:~ and sustan-
sble hinding fo  strengthen  the
Committae’ work, :mpl‘ermﬁu itz scierr
f#ic independence, mandais and coniri-
bution to global rediation safety.

"Atour end, " Arsasr Shah sadd, “vee have
pUt in plane compehensive equlaton meas

=1l

e b sateguard ageinst the risim of ionizing
radiation, in |ing with the sxiety prirciples
and standsts deseloped by the LAEA
{Insemationa’ Atomic Enengy Sgercy).”

Tha  Pakistan = Atomic  Erengy
Commissan [FAEC], he added, routicedy
menitoe radation exposune far modical
staff and patients in cancer treatmant faci-
ities, and abo ovaluates potentisl exvpoIune
of the public |wing near nudiasr inszalle-
tions, with the data collected systematica
ly-archived for anafysis.

Fakistan, he said, oetiewes that o mire
foroe pubdd ic acceptance of nudear ieche
ncl , glabal ettorts must highlsght the

s mmpects of atomic sadiation.

:anIIl_,-' imporant was 0 undarsoone

toCO-oonamit progness and the achigve-
ment of the Sustainable Devalopmont
Soas (50¢3E), including in health, agnicul
ture, inostny, and erwironmontal oeodec-
tiar, the Pakitani delegate stressed.

Eri:ﬁng the Fourth Commities, Sarah
Bastous. Cheir of the Sciertihe Commitize,
vpdaied deipgater about its worc.  Car
task is not S prescrice palicy or =t safety
standards , ghe sxd, aooing that 1t evalie
abes pwiderco obiectively, oxamning ihe
mischcal, beaith ang emvirormental oomse-
guerces of siomic radiation.

The Scientitic Committes ourmently
bnngs togethar experts nominabed oy 31
Memibar States. MEws Dt
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Opp slams
govl over
talks. curbs

Continued from Fage 1

Ho =aid palitical dizogue requined & meeting with FT1
founder Imran ¥han. He abo recalled that Lamiat Ulems-e-
Islam+Faz chie! Meulana Fadur Rahman hiad met e prima
mirisier in connaction with the Esue.

Thee opposition had asked the govemment to eraune
that the prime minister permanally extended an rwitataon
far negotiations, he szid; "MNegotistions cannot lake placs
in a0 atmosphenn whem the process dself & -baing
macked,” fie said

fchakrsi called for & commities 1o investigaie allega-
Bars of comupfion against the moumbeont government,
proposing that Defence Minisior Xhewaja Asit head it

Ho martained that the oppozition would nesist what it
oansidered an sndomocratic system thmugh democratic
rioarrs. "ltis the guty of every citinen who wantz bo save
Pakiztan to stand up for-demacracy, ® He said, adding thee
the country needed 2 sirong perliament and slate nstiu-
tans operating within thair respective onstitutonal urs-
dictiora. "W wil not hand Fakistan ovar b an undemoc-
ratic system, ke said, wamning that such an order couta
thneaten the countny's unity:

fiza gpeaking at tha press conderenca, Majl s Wahdat-
e-8uzlimeen chiot Allama Raja Masr fbbes stessed then
tha o af lme justics ard respect for the Constitution weme
pszential for Fakistan's progress, saying the county's pol it-
ical and economic crees could not be resooved ‘withaut the
supremacy af law. Addressing the couriny’s gooramic chak
langes, fAbbes said the aconomic oisis, too, could not ba
resclued without emzuring the swpremecy of L Ko added
that juslice wes necosany bo ressoe putdic comfidence in
state imstititions and-the wider Systom, M oex

PM unveils

Rs 160bn for
KP development

Continued fram Pages 1

The Commithoe a0 denussod maslos strergthoning
the operational capacity of the: Kiybar Pakhburihwea Palics,
Counter Termorem Department [CTE andother LEAs thaough
erhanced prole=icral taining, modom  equipment, ik
structure, impmved intell igence: capsbilites and - ssamioss
nter-agency coomdnabon,

The participants ctresed thet & mbest and polesionsal
lw ervicrooment apparahus was essenitiad o mainkaining
and onder, prodocting cbizers and ansurng the effective wri
of tho stete throughoit e province.

Frime Minister  Shebbaz - maffirmed the Fedesal
Gowomment's ommitment to extending al poesible s
tareoe 1o the pz:-pl\:- at Khybar Fethtunkites, and undor
sconed. $hat resioring lasting. pewce, ssfeguanding the [aes
and property of citisens, srergtening govemance and
BEoakrating 350k E0oNomic SevEopTEN emaTed rational
p'l-:r ies. M emphasized that th sacrifices made by the peo-
Fe of the province in the fioht against bomarnism would not'ga
in wain and that the fedeml gowemment wouid comtinue to
suppoet initiatives aimed at improving putl ic welfeno, creat-
ing ooonomic apportunifies and addresing the legbmato
cancoms af the peapi:

Hie anmounced Rz 140 Bdlion from federal govermment
for Esdalts |, Bikharts | Maxboot EP I_r-:rr'l'i:r'rirg,
Flounshing, and Stnomg ¥F) Frogram.

The Committes stressed the fmportance of oollective
raticria ownehip, commanity engagement and coordinat-
od actions by &l mizvant nstibutions o create an onakd ing
crvmnment for education, healthoam, employmens, imost-
et and rl'r-z.-'l.r:tl.m*:l:'.-'l:-l-:“prr:f' n-whale af KF bue per
toularly in the merged districts and othar mrmd L]

The forum nesarased that the stz remained £ frmly comr
mitied to Sefesting Seroriem, restonng durebie peare and
enzying stshilzy, efecive govomence and sustainable
deweloprens azms Knyeer Fakhirkiwa

It emphesized that the unity, Ted|ienoe and oollectie
resabve of the nation would roman ond ral o senring a
peaczful, proscemus and seoune future for the prowies and
Fekisten. The Srea Roprosontative and Cevelopmont Council
UARDC) Fighlighted that sustainable peare and saourity wes
indigpersable. prereauisites for dowelopmens, poonomic
pegress and improved qual ity of | ife-far the pecple.

Frime Minister Shehbar emphasioed fhat the sacrifoes
rerdered by the prople of Khyber Pakhbunkbwa, particulary
thoee of the memed dietricks, would rot 0o inovam e under:
scaned $hat fzsiing peace in the merged districts remained 8
chared national responsiility

The membars of ARDC reaffimmed their mooke ta defoat
bamon=m, eliminate Fs mots and ostablish’ erduring ‘poace
emained araesering. They reeterated theirsteadtast sappart
for the security foroes andf e enforement agencies in theic
prrELit ul"rl.l'g pesos, stability and prosperity

The horum er-:-m:h:rl:-:l that the ctaie emained imnly
committed o trareating the gains achieved thmugh countoe
beonsm etiors into bang ke deva lopment, improved puksl ic
services, sconomic opporiunities and a secune futame lor the
megian. The prime minsier Sessed that the sbength of S
ration fay N &5 wnity and oollecive esche 1o ejoct viclonoo,
txtrernism and all stiempts o undemnine paace and stabd -
b He a®rmiod #hat no amount of intimidation or violeros
could woakon the detemination of the poocle ard the st
b soom & peacciul, prosperus and pogessve futue for
khybar Fachturkinas,

Prime Mirfster Shehbaz underscaned that "whole nation
& indeibded and proud of the contnbutiors and ==chhices of
the peopla of your ames. Now is the time fora fnal and dec-
sher offort 1o fineh off the merace of termrem, onoo and for
al. Falure is nct an cption.” The fonum pad rich bibuee 4o tha
saorifices of the martys in the fight againg: beenonzm

Both oessions wene attended by Mubammad khag Dar,
Dieputy Prime: Mirister and Fomeign Minister, Fiald Marcha
Syod Acim Mumis Chisf of Semy Sialf and Chicf of Dofercs
Forcos, Fassl Karm Kong  the Gowernor of Khyber
Faknturidwea, Mohan blagei, Federal Intenar Minster, Bhad
ihan Crosms, Foderal Minister of Economic AHaim,
Muhammad - Aurangzet, Federal Ministar ior Fnance,
fatsullsh Terar Federal MEristor for Information and
Broadcasting, Engneer Amir Mugam, Fedoral Minister for
Kaashmmir &8ss anc Gigt Battictan, Aeam Marir Tarar Fedoral
Miristar for Lawy, Al Pervaiz Malix, Foderal WEristar for
Fetraloum, Samder dwwsis Ghmad Zhan Laghad, Foderal
Minizter for Power, Ahsan igbal, Feden| Minister for Flamming
i Deweiopment, Fara Sansudsh Knan, Sdsor 1o Frime
Minziar, mombers of the Advisory Councl s well 2s the Ama
Repmoontatwe  amd  Deovolopment Council © (ARDEC],
Commander Peshawar Corps and other senicr ovil 2nd midi
tary officaks MEAS DESE
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Brook’s double ton
in vain as Sri Lanka

chase 430

5n. - Lanka trumped Harmy Brooks
ftastast ewer doubie cendury. with  tha
socond highest secoessiul ran chase 0201
hissory and handed Erglanad & second
successive dofeat i the trissedes on
Thursday:

EBrook’s 11&-ball 202 . propelied
Englard to & fourth highest OO soome of
4294 bedone i ran o 56 lanie’s siper
cairterpunch o |ose by fea wicosbs.

MNeoeding six rurs off Josh Tongue's
||r-:I two balls, Janith Livansge leftod the
fast bowlar avar long: |:|I:El far & winnirg six
ta reach d430-8 and oam 55 Lanka their
most memoretie OO viciony sinca winming
tha 1996 World Cup.

5ri Lara"s astonishing run-chass was
only ‘second bohind South fifrica’s 4389
whan it beal Austral e by one wicot at
Johanneshurg in 2004,

*Incredibda game .of erickat, both
toams wore excepbonal,” Brock ssd. "5n
Larka just ocutpiaped ws. They played
expeptional cricket bo mock off 4000

fishka Femenao, recalled o the i
sorios sirce last playing an ©O1 in Janoay
2025, and Pavan Esthneyake sot up the
strang chase with 8 1é8&mun thing-wickst
stand atter Sn Lanka lost two wicketz nside
tha first five overs of the nm chase.

Fesmando missed out on & century but
fis 97-nn knock off 82 balls kept 5 Lanka
wal inthe game. Dasun Shensa, also
retumaneg to the 000 Joid after mone than
twn yaars, then added another alectrifying
133 rums with Rathnayaks off just 7% balk
7 the Englard bowlers had no armear to
tha bell igorerce of Sri Lanie's batters o a
tatling wicket.

Rathnaysm cn'rpln:'l:-:d hiz second SO
cebury and mace 130 off 106 balk with 15
tourz and three skes as he brought aoan
tha target 10 107 nuns off the final 55 balk
efone holing out 1o lorig-on.

Eut Shanaka, who twice successhaly
owerturned decisiors aganst him through
bebovision roviews, continued foyirg: with

Enigland's fast bowlers and smashed signt

Tikes and Eix I:n:m:l.:rle.- with Sami Curran

rerliming expersive figures of 2108
Engiard moakod Back in the dd1h auer

whan Shanaka migsed aut an a damovwed
contury and was caughs 2t long=on and ke
5ri Lanka needing £7 off #he final Hx owers

Cuinith Lr_lranag: then smashed throo
siwes snd seven Sours and scomed 8 brisk
unbeatsn &1 off 27 hals a= Engiara kept
on conceding bounddanes.

Vii%h oight needed of the final over
Tongue: uoroosed the middi stumps of
Welsiage and Eshan  Malings off
sutcessive balls Dut Asitha Femandao
daniad the tast benafer & Hat frick and gave
the strike badk to Liyanage 1o firdh off the
oame with & big ha.

"o chased very well foday, | onjoyed
it -2z captain,” said 5ri Lanka skipper Kusal
Mizrdiz, who was run ous for duck at the
norestriker’s end without tacing 2 ball “he
and coach spoie ta the batters and said io
réay the frst couple of overs nommaly
avaryone baolieved we can do "

Brock reated 154 mals for the'double
tan and holed out two bals kater for 202
off tha firal twl of England’s irmingz afer
capiain Kusal Mandiz won b difth
sutpamsve foat on the tour of Pakiztan and
aacied ta fiekd

Brocx reached his first cantury off 75
iz with & rampod boundary aver fire
lea. Ho thon reached 150 with a simiar
shot, and took 3 kalk to #it the second
centary, roached with' a paddie swmeep
agairst Janith Lyrenage in the final over.

"It was & nica innirgs bt being on tha
losng side it has no walue whatsoeyer in
iy oyes,” Brook s, "We got 1o get back
ta the drowing boand & [&tle bit, and wao
fawe an cppartunity in the nost caupla of
games to nad down 2 place i the Frafl "

Brooks offort was o bals les=z than
Shubman Gl meod of 116 bafis whidh
the [ndian made sgairsl Wost Indies at
Suwanatl kst month. AF

Imran’s Sisters: LHC
summons Home Secy

The Lakoee High Court [LHC] on
Thursday summoned the Funjab home
socnotary and the supenntendent of Kot
Lakhpat fail in connection with & patition
speking the melesse of former prime
miresher fmran Khar's theee sisters.

Al threa of meeans sisier « Akeoma
Khan, Morean Mz and Uema Khan - wame
cotaired By - atharities i September;
under ‘the Funjab Maintenance of Public
Ondar Crdinanps, 19680, as the FTI goarsd
up for & planned protest march iowars
lzlamisbad. Ther detantion was ordoned for
30 daym

A day carlier, Aleerna’s on, Shabvesz
Khan, filed & f=sh plea dhallenging their
dotantion. i siated that |mran's sictoms
remained &t Lahore's Kot Ladhpat jail
despite the lypes of the 30=0ay pariod of
thir defsantion. Jusbce Abhes Gl Khan
took up tho petition on Thusoy

fchsocate Kana Mudassar Umar
sppaarcd  on
brahalf af the
potiticner
o s T - |
sLEmikkad
thait the

dotention coders of the: three sisters had
axpied on Dot 19-2nd 20, bt they had nat
taan erEasod.

Justica Khan acked tho coursel wihy
he had not made the Lahare deputy
commissianer a respandant in the
patition.

The ooursel relied that the doputy
cammissioner had not been impleedad

tecars the detention rotitication ==maed
by thx oficial had expired.

LUzma's musband, Ahsd Kkan, ako
spproached. the rosburm and  requested
the oourt to summon tha doputy
commisaner.  The jidge, howsover
cheenved that the offical could not
summoned az he had not boon n:r:b 3
party 1o the petition.

Subseguently, the ourt adpurned the
nearing until Oct 2B ard dirscted the
home sacrelary and the jai superintendant
ta appaar in person- along with thair
reparis o the matber.

In Wednesday's potition, - Shanrex
carterdod that the deterdion poricd had
gxpred, but the throo stiers emaned n
oustody. He asked the court ta ondar their
==t

It wars argued thae theis detemtian was
s comeequence af their afforts for their
brother’ s
oz |
turther
coinsended
that”  the

prowanineg
datoniion
coubkd rat

replace. ordinary cominal bw and that the
ordar wialated Articke 10 2z well as the
safequards of Secton 3 of the MPO

The petitioner raquested the court
to diract the jeil suparintendent to
produce the detainees  bafora the
cowrt and "set them at iiberty, in the
interest ‘of justice, equity and fair

play”. we

"Pres-'rdent Asif Al

Zardari highlights Pak-Saudi

investment at property expo

Zardari leaves for
Germany on 3-day
official visit

Zardari on Thursday
visited the Saudi
Pakistan Real Estate
Expo (SPREX) at Lake
City, here, undersearing
the importance of
strengthening economic
cooperation and
promoting investment
between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia.

Lioon arrivad, tho Prosident
was meosived by Cowerrios of
Penjab- Sardar Saleem Heider
Kkan and Dr Gohar Ear, CED of
Lake City ard Momber of the
Seud-Paisian Business Councl, &
Presidency’s news releass ssid.

Crirg the viit, the Fresident
was broled on the participating
companies and their projects; es
W a5 tha nvestment
poporunities toing explonsd in
Pakiztan's resl esiate spchor;

The Expo fcetumes paviions
of prominent Esudi real esiade
ard rvestment . companies, with
paricipation from Prince Marscur
bir Mohamemed Al Saud,
Chaimnan of the Saudi-Fakician
Busiass Council, and Abdul Sz

cOmarics indude Sadn
rwestment, Knowiedoe Ecoromic
City,  Sumouw  lvestment, Al
Wajidiya, Ul Real Estate, Al-Oiar
Akdmbiva, Bn Daccd mostmont
and ineeratioral Gase irvestment
The  particpating comparees ane
orkploring © potential  inwestment
oppartunities  in Pakistan, while
showrasing provocts in Makka b and
Madinah 1o atiract Sxodl inmvestors
and promaote gregtar crasz-bardar
rupstment

Spoaning an tho cooasion, tha
Prosidenit emphasisod tha
mportance of  trarslsting  tha
orrgstanding and tresamal eiaticrg
cotanon Fakistan and Saidi Araoin
rita skranger Boonomic
parinesships, nceased mestment
and mutualy berefical busines
appoctunities

e meiteraled that Saidi Arabia
has alwsys stood fimnly alorgside
Pakistan through -:IHﬂ:JIL trmes,

The Presdent appreciated the
organisers’ ofiorts . 1o bring
Fakistani amnd Saudi  business
mmmuritses. togather, obsardng
that such initiat»es can help open
new averies for foreign dinect
nvasimant; encourage  prvetc-
soctor pollsborstion ard  foster
lengrbemn economic partnershics

He nobed that the partcipatian
of orominent Saudi busoss. and
rr..\:' l:'n:-'ll: group in the Expa

1 growing opportunities dor
m:pcralr:-r- ard ‘can coniribute to
a new phaze ol dewelopment
therough investment, enterprise ard
Jait vernumes, He also underscomd
the mportance ot providing a2
supportive and imvesior-friond by
sovwronment o facilate forign
mesiment in Pakistan,

O tho cceasion, the new
uniforms for Fakistar Intematianal
Ai incs ow wene also Ospimyed.

Woanwhie, Presdant Asit Ali

Oorman President Frank-Yyaser
Stoinmesor.

Punjab  Gowomar  Sapdar
Saleom Haider ¥han saw off &
presidans. at the airpom.. The
president wik be in Gammany fom
Cctober 22 to 24. Leading & highe
iovel dolegation, e will meo? Sie
Sorman president and  senior
govwamment officals, = well as
buriress lpaders, & Presdency’s
rows ralesse sad,

Tha 1alks- will cower Drateral
refatians, the regonal anc global
situstion, snd ways | S0 promote
ecoromic and trace cooporatian
bertween the two ounfiries

Meanwhike, Fresidont Zanrdan
has paia tribuse o Begum Musral
Bhutto ‘on the 15th srnremsary of
herdesth. He mmembeed her as =
coUrsgeous  and camoassionate
pcolitical loader, & spmbal of
resstance ajainst authostariansm
and, abave all, & mother who

A-bznrafi, Vice Cheiman of the
Cauncil

The  parbcipabng  Saud

Jamaat-e-lslami Pakistan and

government will hold talks on
the petroleumn levy today
(Friday), following a
telephone conversation
between Federal Minister for
Planning Ahsan Igbal and JI
Vice Emir Liagat Baloch.

The meeting between  the two sides’
rnegatiating committaes will mke place at
Punjab Howse in lslamabad, whem they will
also work oud & scheduls for 8 proposad
meetng betweoen Prime MEnicier Shohbar
Zhant and JI Emir Hadiz Massmur Rehman.

Arcoming o a M ststernend, &hzan sghal,
wha ‘heads tHe government’s negotiating

whecting e erdirng frierdship
and sirateqic partnemship babween
the twa countries.

JI, govt to hold

talks on petroleum
levy today

cammithen, micrmad Lisgat Balooh fhat the
joint meeting hed irdtinlly beon plarned for
Teezday or ‘Wednosday but was postponed
oacause  af - the govemment's  urgent
argagements.

Mearwhile, Eaioch has cale? a meoting af
the dl regetistng commitiee. it Elmabad
ahgad of the falks. He said Jl would bald
poacehd protestz ot distrct headguarters
Ao the - coundry on Fridsy, demanding the
sbofition of what he called the  wnjust
pertroioum bewyp. He adaed that the party would
continue dz protests alongside - negodistons
with ihe governmeont,

He zaid $he campesgr wes not about the
parhy's inseress but aimed ko cecure public
retietf reduce urbearabie procuction oosts and
ravied aconomic - activite He esrgued that
redicing the burden of petmicum kvies and
DaymEnE 0 Ndepencent poveer DITOLCETS
{IPPs] wes eosential 1o Faming pressem on
households, agriodtues, industry, brade . sndl
st busineszes. Swon messeres, he said, could
nelp rewive ooonomic Activily  and  croato
amployman: opoariunities

Tha || lesder taid govemmenta weme olion
refuciant fo gee up umsl temes and rEraly
adimowledged $he mie of protest mowements
in securing public mlief. He maintaired that

Tardar |t for Oermemy from
Lehare on’ Thursday on an offical
vizsit, 1o Berlin &t the irvitation of

gridured  profound.  porsonal

tragecly yet remeined sicadfact in
her principles. MEWS DESK
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proavicus
ra | iet
mEasuTe
annauncod
under
prassue from
putdic st
had
mplementad
thecwsgh flaweod methods that failed to prodisce
a pazitve impact an the natonal econory.

Baloch also called on $he gowernment anrd
othar powerful instibutions b acknowledae their
ristakes and svoid corstibutional measres that
coubd decpen the political omE. He uged 2
st=kaholders: to angage in & nations? dialogus
ared agneg an priorities 1o sieer the coundry out
af #3 pelifcal ahd soarcmic difficalbes. He said
JI's  regatiating  commitice  had  aleody
dentified possble optiors and aamilsble fiel
space weTnin the constrants imposed by ther INGF
pregramme and the. natioral Booget The
govsmment and e pime minishar's team must
now oemanstraie the political w4l 1o provida
relief to the publ ic, hie added.

H-:n:u:'l wamed ihat it the government
failed %o meet the party's -:1:1-|a1|:|. J weciaid
procesd with it planred fong mach fom
Wiiinn, sasad

US to get 850 F-35 jets in 10 years

The Pentagon and Lockheed
Martin on Thursday
announced a 10-year
agreement for the production
of 850 F-35 warplanes,
underscoring Washington's
long-term commitment to the
high-tech stealth aircraft,

The o sdes did not. soecity a
walue far the sgroement, whidh comes
ac Fentsgon seeks o sirioe muli-year
dea’s b espand American wospans
production ard boost the US
defenze industrial basa,

The arnourcemont
"mements (the plane’s] mie a5 the
tee wodd's iy frontline Fighter for
yoears sheed,” Locsheed Chaimman, President
ard CEO S Teiclet said oo & call ‘with
investam.

Fe35z = which Washington's fonces haw
imed in combat duing the Wi-krasti war
agaimat tran = come in thriee versians that can
cost mone than 3100 mill ion per oéans.

The “fremovark agreoment,” which the
Panzagan said woulkd "modemize ard sxpand”

the #3353 program, still mquires: congressional
apcnoyal and funding.

"W have fundamensally changed how we
stabd ize the American deferse industrial base
ta produce st speed and scake,” bap aoousition
oflicial Michas Duffey said in the Pantagor's
AN NOUNCEmE Nt

"Eiy alignirg finarcial noentes with achual
O riCTANDe, W BN ENsuring aur warfighters
ane equipped with the lzthal capabil ibes they
need to Sghs and win,” Dulfy said:

Tha F-35, = ot projact between the
Urifed States mnd & rumber ol alles, =
one of the word's mos sdvwanosd
military

gircratt. Thee ae mome than

1,375 F-35:z based srcurd the
wared, according ta Lockheed
THe dea i sppmoved, would oive

Washéngton a “prodictable, afidrdshle; and
resilisnt ® fighter jot peogram, Lockheed said
painting to billiors  of dollas N espected
savingm  thanks to “long-term pricng and
industry wolume discourtz.”

Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousal Rafig. Office Mumber 1B, Firzada Streat, Pir Mohallah, Mew Pind Sukkur.,

In exchange for the Perisgon’s 10-year
commitmens, Lockhesd Matin wel hund 17
billion in projacts supporting  the F=33s, the
Pentagon czid.

"With ‘tho grester certainty that pomes
from the US gowemmeont's irerstcmative
sppraach io F-35 production and sustainmant,
we can make the upfront inwesiments needed
to expard capacity, mprove effidency, ard
build & more nesilient supofy chan

Lockheads Tarclet =aid in a
stnberrent

"That's good
far the texpeyer,
good for o
wupplErs . and,  most
impartantly. good for the United
States and itz all ies,” he added:

n sddition to the F-25z themseles,
the agreement abs covers “initiel spames; 10
= af moddication iz and Tusisinmend, and
ritmational oastemer orders,.” Lockdheed ssd.

Thiere iz signiticant intematianal nterest in
tha pircaft, with the United States recontthy
armnouncing the approwval of & §24.3 kill ion zale
af 48 of the sigalth planes to Saudi Arsbia last
month.

Tirkiye, which wes oxoofled from the F-35
program in 219 over its purchase of & Ruthan
mir _deforse  mntem,  rocenily  espeesied
corhideroe that it wou ks regain acmess to the jets
-3 mawe that iz sirorgly opposed by |zracl. A
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Rebel Wilson
Lists $3.8m

Sydney

Hﬁme R

;- -
SR

Rebel Wilson s letting go of

har Spdney base. \

The Austral ian actress has
listerd hear waterfront prop-
erty in Sydney’s
Birchgrowe for sabe with a
£3.E million price guida:

Vi her compary,
Camg Zugar, the Fat
Fizza star purchazed &
faur-bedroom house
far 33.& million in
2022,

Tha charming
Wictorian cottage,
which was built in the
TEPOs, mifls on an
ITpNESSTeE 2 15 m
halding

It is located a
short 300 mobre
=irotl fram the pic-
turesgque wakenront
of nzarky Snails
Bay, and is @tuated
diractly across from
Birchgrowe Owval.

Tha-cosy homa,
which ¥Witzan had
pravicusly used as
her primary
Sustral an resi
derce, taatures &
shylit retreat on the
upper-dovel and an
infra-red ssuma.

It is azormed
with high ceilings
and foatures
Kaum timisar
floorboards, as
well as mod-
ernsed inke
THONS.

Tha
ngent hane
dlirg the zale
15 mana ather than
Anira Wilson, tha
Heothpwood star's youmnger sister, wha has
provicu sy shifted other fustral ian proper-
ties belarging 1o her &-ist =ibling.

Witzon, who owns an axtensive proper
ty porticdio in Australis and abrond, has
toen shifting multiple Sydray digs in recent
mionths,

She rocently sealed the deal to offload an
weestment progerty inthe harbourside sub-
urb of Balmain.

Sald for an undisdiosed sum only Last
moeth, the two-bedreom, beeo-bathiroom
Balmain flat had been =omething of a millstona
tor the =tar Originaly zcheduled for auction in
2024 for £33 million, it sat on tha listings
unilowed for a month until Rebel pulled it off
tha market. NEWS DESK
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Emma Stone
Secretly Made
Holmes Doe Twist

That big tasst in You Can See Everything — well, ore of them — came
cowtesy of Emma Stone. Midwsy through the new 24 documentarny fin
theaters now| ebout disgraced businesswaman Elizabeth Holmes, co-dinoc-

{ors Mathan Fieldar erd Lance
Cpperheim brought in
arather playes s
Cppanheim, 30, nevealed
i A rew intenvion with
Vustwe, Bione, 37
made thal irwito pas
sibla.  Tha sciress,
who worosd with
Fielder, 43, anthe
2027 Shovarlima
comedy The
Curse, is among
the names | isied
n the "special
tharks" section of
tha aoc's erd
cradits, The taa
time Cmcar win
ner aso modar-
stod & Cidd
weih Fielder =nd
Dpperdipim a2
You Can Seo
EverythirgT
SUMErise world
promisne at
tha 202
Tallurids Fim
Fostival in
Lepiember;
MEWS DESK
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waant bo The casting sop-
tember 10T she wrabe
with a mird blown
emaji. Srid previcusly
wial kT in the show
borm 2014 b 2018,

I
1
|

Lily Allen Axes Concert
After Falling 111

Lity &llen has abruptly cancelfad her Tuesday, Cict. 20 cancert in
Auckland, Mew Zealand. The singer arnouncad the news an nstagram
Stories the day of her show, sning that she has “coma down with a viral
infection” and is "unable to perform.™ *1 was really fooking foraard ta
seaing you all and am absalutaly gutted to bo fetting you down,™ Allen
continued in the post. “For those whao traweled all the way bare, please
accept my apology.” The perfarmance would have marced Allen's first
performance in the country since 200%, Rolling Stone Sustralia reported

Allen iz currently on tour in suppert of her 2025 af bum West End Girl,
which alludas to har =l it From
stranger Things star Cunved
Harbour with itz
scathing amdi wulrar-
able lyrics. In a
recent interiow
with The Times,
the English
sinpar-songwribar
cpaned up
about how the
Commarncial suc
coss of the
al bum b
impactad her
lifa. rews
DS

Somaband we W
deeply value her %
largstanding refatian-
ship with the brand and ;
the dedication she has n .-
demorstrabed throughout her ’
cersarwish s "W can confim
that Victoria's Secrot and |casting
director| Fiergicego Dol Mam
cormmunicabad dinect
reproaencation ond fomatly
releesad her from the castng
prome on september &, YWkile
wo camot tpaak ba e commur
nicatians betvwaoan Sakent and
mpresentation, Viclora's Soomot
walues and respects &l takent
parires = past, presant and

Strijd then regpondod on

an frstegram-past aboct the B
\ ardeal shared &y the blog 8
Basizally Hodywood, digoun-

ing the rep's Emal ine ot

it's a clomed chaoior

Shirley Ballas To Judge Son
Mark On DWTS

;,ﬂ" Shirkay Balas has been conbinmeed for 3 guest shint as a judge on Dancing With The Stars [EAWTESL
. The Strictly head pudge, &4, will jet off to Califarmin to appaar on the U5 version of the competition far
* Homror Mowia Might Ssnnouncing the news during the latost episode of the shaw, Alfonso Ribeiro said
She will make bar debut an the show nesd week, where thare will be 2 doubde alimiration. 'Mext
Tisesday on horror maovie night, our spacial guesl judge is-our dancers’ worst rightmana, Shiday
Battas." Jufianng Hough added: 'She is one of the most respected ballroom damcers in the
antire workd, but =he B very, very stnct.' KEWE DESK

Romee Strijd Slams VS

Over Show Snub

Former ¥iclona's Secret Argel Romee Sinfd has
respanded o the |ingene brand's staiemant
puplairing wiy she wasn't cast in its fatest
FLETYARY Showy

Enrier this mans, the 31-yarald !
Cutch moded towght back toas ina

% TiFok cljp a5 she reveaied she |
L ‘was nopcied fromthe Yictona's |
b Socmt Fashion Shaw l
& The comzeny later -I I il %
". mmued 3 mapanze, S |*
1 iedling Vanity Fair:

'Ramsoo kokazan
mpariart place
L within Yacbara's

tohar

LT

CWETE
Trem how comie

She saidin her
TiTok, 'Ether way,

ard it's probabiy
gonna be a good

RENS DR,

Halle Berry Upbeat
Amid Custody Battle

Halle Eerry appeared in upbeat spirits
wien sha smived Tuesday ot & Los
Angeles cowthouse amid her custody
battle with her ex-hushand Olivier
Martinez. The Dscar-winning actress
ks strenuowusly denied allegations
lewelnd by Marting: that she abused
thair 13-yoar-old son Maceo. Barry
cowd at o gaoint be seen smeling autside
bar fatest court appearance in bar
escalating legal dispute with her
tarmer spowse. She was
drassed in a sedately farmal
autfit of a charcoal trousar. suit
cver a chocked blouss
accessarized with & matching
scart. Her sighting cama
days after her fiarce Van
Flunt testified that Maceo
alegedly shaved his maothar
dunng 2 heated argument in
thaoir homee, according to
court documents axclusivaly
obtamad by the Daily M=l
The Daily Mal has
contacted Borry's
roprasantativa and
attormey for comment.
Hurt, tha sole identifiad
eyowitness to 2
Seplember 25
confrantaton betwaen
the mom and son,
assarted in & public court
declaratian obtained
exclusively by the Daily
Mail that Berry had
shouted: 'So, you're

gnirE to foght ma
nowtl atter Macao
allegeadty

resiztad har

demands 1o

ramowe his
Cioulus virtual
raal ity
headset.
REWE DESE
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World Bank: Pakistan can
triple incomes by 2050

Faster structural
refarms could triple
Pakistan's incomes by
2050, the World Bank
Group said in its latest
Pakistan Development
Update: Attaining
Escape Velocity.

World Bank Acknowledges
Pakistan's Economic
Economic Progress
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PC prequalifies 10
parties for IESCO sale

The Privatisation
Commission (PC) Board, in
its 240th meeting held on
Thursday under the
chairmanship of
Muhammad Ali, Adviser to
the Prime Minister on
Privatisation and Chairman
af the Privatisation

IEBCD - 10 Parties ﬁm-ﬂlﬂ:
Pt i ot o Ml
LAcEs hum
=1 Forbid i, Gk B EazamnEken
T e nppraved
P ey g + Bl B | 35
[ R HELD,

Follawing  progress  with
MBCTO ECOMOmis stabdl ization,
Fakistan now has the oppartunity
far faster and sustained asconamic
growth and job croation, ‘the
global lender said on Thursday

docording b the Warld Bank,
zound macrosconomic pelicies
gyer recent years have helped

stabilise  the ~ economy  and
presenas pwth, despiie the
impacts  of the Middle East
conflict.

“Real GOP grawth increased ko
1.7% im FY24 from 3.2% in FY25.

Fevorue growth and expenditure
restraind supported record primary
fiscal surpluses, reaching 2.9% of
GOF in FY24, whila strong
remittances allowed for tha re-
accumulation of foreign exchange
reserves, " =aid the World Bank

These improvemenis ‘werg
recagnised with upgrades from
twa major internaticnal F.!I:II'IE
agencias (5&F and Moody's], an
aliowed Fakistan's  return
irderrational debt markets, '.l.'|1h
tha issuance of a USES kdllion
Eurcbond

"Pakistan has made real

Khurram .Er.::hehzad

marketz hawve izken notice,” =aid
Bolermaa Amgasbazar Warld
Bank Cowntry DHrector for
Fakistan. “But real par capata
growvth = tha rate ot which the
incorma of tha awerage Pakistani
increases - remains stuck at around
1.6%. Faforms to  dnhive faster
growth are now urgently needed.”

The report finds that such
rowih iz pomsibla if Pakistan
ollows the path taken by other
rucrassful  cauntries in pairsiing
ambitiows economic reforms

“Reforms that upgrade
policies and institutions - to the
guality =aen in the overage
midd |e-income  country  could
drive sustained growth- of up to
6. 2=69% fannum, sufficient for
Fakistan 1o reach Wiet Mam's
curramt level ‘of incomae by 2050, it
eaid.

“With macro  stabid isation
achiewed but fiscal resowces and
forgign  exchange - still - tightly
corstrained, structursl reform ta
gncourage prvate imvestment i
the rocessary most siep towards
higher living standards” =aid
Sehastian E==l lead suthor of the

ﬁ =t L peta oo by 5050

Feg-art

* Achiewvng this kind of private
sector led growth requires a plan,
coardinatian, amnd committed
reform implamontateon.”

The rapert highl ighted a set of
ambitigus reforms that could help
Pakistan reach, by 2050, the per
capita  incomes  of  countries
currently at the uppor-middis
income thresheld,

Many of thesa build on
measures  afready  undar
including timely power sector !a.n¥
adjusiments  that helped cut
energy swbsidias from 1.1% of
GOF im. FY25 to 08% in F¥24,
canbtnued imgtementation of trade
livaral isation under the Mational
Tariff Folicy, and the recent

privatisatian of Pakistan
International Airl mes.

“Buildng on thase
foundations, sustained progroass
will depand on CDI'II:iI'i.IﬂJ: 'Eru
ta  strengthen the business
amvironment, reform the tax
system, rmeduce the: state's

presenca in the sconomy, and
expand access to finance,” the
Waorld Bank s=id. iestnibe

Commission, approved key
measures relating to the
privatisation of lslamabad
Elactric Supply Company
Limnited {IESCO),
Faisalabad Electric Supply
Comparny Limited
(FESCO), Zarai Taragiati
Bank Limited (ZTBL),

and State Life Insurance

Corporation of
Pakistan (SLIC).

The Hoard approven  the
pewgualificatran: of 10 interested

Farties (B for IESCO's orivatization
mflecting sinong participation from
gomestc and intemational Bvesios

The ualihed partics inchide
three Tukij'l Qrengy COMmpanios,
alongside promirent Pakistani
business groups and imsdsiment
conzortia, refecting strong domestic
and intermatsanal mwvestor imerest in
Faldstan's  electncity  asstrbution
secior and  coaf :E\r:n in . the

¢ | (] SRR,
A BOaECILm
Muhammad Al Wadifiod seleciee va
pe—— Y] i - Suatatel Py Fistwrcsl Arfwiwe
= o FU
[imrrmriih
LD, Mirister's déeciors b maantam

Thes 10 prequsdied  intorested
Fartaes wil row proceed o the next
siage- of the trancaction  m
accardance with . the aocprowed
prooess, including  access o the
Wirtual Cata Room (WOR) o urdieriske
detailed buy-side dus dil

[ESCO farms part of the firs
patch of  power  distribution
mampaniss DISC0s) idartifieod far
privatiation, alongside FESCDO and
Cuijrarmale Electrc Fowes Company
Limited {3EPCO.

In' & soparate agenda. jtem; tha
Eoard approsed the addition. of

ITEL's locusz an agricultural and
Farmes ||r-an|:|-1g foll v:-r.-lr-gi
privatisstion, ersuring contimuity of
it mole in supparting Fakistan's
agrculturss sector.

In amather key decision, tha
Board approved the sefection of the
cansortasm-led by Deutsche Bank a3
tha top-ranked Interestied Farty for
appointment a5 Financial Adwviser tos
the  privatization of S:mte - Life
insurance Carporstion of Pakstan
[ELICL The Socand sl mnstituted a
Megotiation Committes o finalse
the Financial - Adwisory  Services

mreorbum member=  fo Artistic | Agreement  [FASA] weth  the
Wil ineers [Pwt) Limited, = |:n:1:|JuIiﬁn|:| parscrtium.

Interested  Party for FESCOY: The Board reaffemed  its
prnvalization. The approvad commibment o eddancing the
arrangement . will facilitate: the Jowemmernt's privatzation
cansortium's parfidpation across the  programme ihmough  transpasent,
Bafch-l CHSOO iranssctions, subiect  competitive  and  professionally

ta applicable trarsaction managed iransactions, o aimed  at
PEgQUEE LS. attracting credible domestic apd

The Board also aoprovad imbemational imvestment,  improving
modificatians  ta  the irarsaction oporational: efficiency and servics

stnuciure and rosbucturing plan for
the privatisation ot ZTAL. The
revisionz are in ling with the Frime

dal ey, ard maumising value fortha
Jowvemment and ihe poople of
Paigztan. Mo BEK

progress. in restaring stabd iy, and

PSX loses over

2.006 points

KSE-100 IndEJl
(M) 163,924.32 points
Biown 2/ 506,67
TR, ol W mnaa Er—d’_rr
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The benchmark KSE-100 Index of tha Pakistan
Stock Euchange [FSX] witnetsed a steop bearizh
momantum on Thursday, sheddimg 2,004.67 points, 8
nagativa change of 127 parcent, to cloze at 163,924 32
points apgainst 14593099 points recordod “in the
pravious troding seasian,

Tha ready market witnessed a trading walume of
357,094 malfion shares, compared to 379303 mallicn
zhares traded in kthe previous sassion, while the tradad
volue decreased to Rz17.998 billion from Rz21.281
ballion.

Markot capital isation dropped to Rs18.173 trflicn
from Bs1B 384 tnllion recorded a day earlier,

Out of 494 companies that traded in the ready
market, 101 posted gains, 355 ruffered loazes, while 35
remairad urcha E

Fak Refinery foed tha wolume dhart with 25877
mifion shares, followsd by Crergyico PE with 231590
mitkion shares and WorldCall Talecam wath 221539
million shares.

Amang the top gainers, Unilever Facstan Foods
Limited surged by Rs1,216.28 to close ot 2910321,
while Khawpur Sugar Mills Limited advanced by
E=157.11 ko settle at Rl 72817

On tha lasing side, PL4 Haolding Company
Limited B decliined by Es&38.57 to- close at
Ee13 826 .76, whila Attack E:-Fi-n-:rg.l Limited fell by
Red7.96 to Fs1 DBF &0

In the futures IDFC) market, tomowver siood at
25.093 million shares with 2 traded valee of F=é.542
Eallion, c-:umparud with 120.731 million shares worth
R=2.783 billion in the provious sesson:

Of 293 companies tracad in the DFC markot, 31
advanced, 259 declined and 03 remained
unchangod. Wews DESK

Companies advised
to appoint legal

advisors: SECP

The Securities and Exchange Commisson of Fakistan
{SECF] on Thursday adhised companies o comply with the
recursments of the Lawyers Welfans and Prosection et
2023, regarding the sppoiritment of a legal adhizor,

Lnder Seclion 10- af - the Act, overy irconparated
campary with a paid-up capitsl of mom than Fs. 20 miflion
mist engage At feast oo practsing sdvoombe ao logal
achizor on A retainership basis, said a news efeaso,

Tha Art alzo prosides that ra advocate may conee a3
lzgaf achizor ta mome than three such antitics 21 the zame
time.

The SECP has advized all such companies 1o appoint a
lega® aguisor in accomdance with Section 10 of tho iet and
repart the partiouiars af the appointed legal adwizor to the
Fegstrar on Forme¥® onder Secbion 157 of the Comoanies
Act, 2017,

The SECF shall jrétexto ackon sgans: all non-
camgliant companios under the nefevant provisions of the
aop] icable s HEws Dex

Govemment's ongaing privatisation

Exporters’ concerns push
govt to review gas levy

The Minisiry of Fnanoe Has corstituted 8 commitbos
with gowermmant and indusiry represontalives o mevicw
the levy palicy and calculation fomula and recommend
possitée refinements

The geveicpmant came duting A icdowsup high-lowal
conaultatae. meeting with keading exporiers and senicr
gowmrnmant officis’s at the Minsty of Commems ta
undersiand the iszdes hampering Pakistan's exports and
idendify practical sclutions to adoress tese challonges.

The meeting was cheired by Federal Ministor for
Commerce Jam Kamal Khan snd was a4 I:rrdl:d:l:l:,errl:.'Ef

of Biate for Frence and Rovenos Bilal Azhar Kaypani, senior
officiak of te Miniziry of Commeme and mpreseritatives
of conrcerned povemment ministies ard deparmonts
Lesding ewporters partcipated both in peson and
wirtiily:

The ‘oorsutation followed an carlier  hagh-fewal
meeling convered fo identify challenges atfacting
Pakstan’s export ompetitvensss, nouding enengy costs,
taxstion, financing constrainis; regulatory procedures and
internafions’ market access.

The meoeting extonsvely mvewed indusinal enangy
costs, particalardy the gag levy and its mipact on caport
competitvenes. - Parlicipants were informeg that the
Miniztry of Financr had constibuted a committes irmbing
milevzni govarmment and industry mpresontatives to
revipw the lowy policy and calculation fomufa and
mecommend passible mingments.

The Punjab infrastrictiono coss was also dizcussed; with
exporiars hightighting canasms reganding s appl ication,
coidection mechanism and additoral costs. The meeting
emphazized the need dor clarity regarding the logal
framowork, cwemptions and coorchraion with melesans
pravincial autharities,

Cin tawalion, participants disossed praposals 1o
ratanalize caisting export-refated aligibiliy thresholds

and cuplame |:|r|:||:|-:|rt'1:r|eI:-:| super fax religh Tined 1o
export-derwed income. The meetng aso reviewod
CONCErns n:gerl:llrg moditional sales {2x and  rehund
srrangements for non-raditional exporters Relevant
propasalzs would e axaminod 0 consultation with the
Minitry of Finance and FER.

The Export Faclliation  Schame  was rovicwed,
paticulady procedural requinements, el igbil ity craeria
and possicie  improwements to facilitate empartors
FPartidpants alzo proposed enhan ong incentives under the
export grawth schome o encourage businesses 10
increess their imemational sales.

Exparters: raised  concoms regarding oertdication
charges -and mepated dooumentation amendment foes
impcsed by the Depattment of Plant Protection. The
meeting emphasizea that -segulstory chames shoud be
rationalised o ersune matrhotionsl sUstaresil ity without
placing unnecessany francis burders on cxporiors.

Busiress wisa restrichions, |:-.1:ig1 franed advisories and
pssooated  InsWanoe  costs  were &S0 Odecuss
Partidpants were imformed that the relevant sutharities
wane pursuing these matbers through dipfomatic channeds,
vAike optios for {facd#ating fester vise orocessing for
varified exporters and business roproseritatives wens
being explared

Fedesal Minister Jlam ¥amal omphessed that the
gosvemment was pUrsUing greater access 10 nlemational
markets through susisined dicfomstic =nd  trade
erigagomonts. Heosakd Pakstan was acteely owisting
exizling tade srengemanls and soeking  mproved
prefenential acoess with major traging partness, ircleding
China, South Xones, Tirkiye, Japan and Vietnam.

Referring to China, the minster said Pakistan had
been adwocating grester tariff concessions in |ine
with preferential treatment extended to other
countrios, HEWS DEsK

IMF sees 1.3%
contraction in
MENA-Pakistan

The IWF on Thursday fomcast & sham drap in ocoinomic
ouput in the Midd e Esst, Momth Adrica and Fakistan this
yoar dua 1o the US-=raal iled war againz Iran, "ulhwndh:, 8
recound o d#d peroont growth in 2027, white waming thet
furthar ercegy production disruptions could woesen the
citloos. Tha irfemational Moretany Fund said the regicns
cutput wes expected to contract by 1.3 percent as a rosult of
the ‘war's impact on enemy Doduction, shipoing, taoram,
trade and monfiderce. Economic outpan would nooems
shamply in 2007, but oculput in thase eoonomics wouikd
genorelly siay below pre-war projections.

The war's impact had been substantal, Bl umeven,
with oil-esporting  ecenomies  directly - affecied by
dEnptions o emengy production ard shipping hit heedar,
and il imporiers proving o be moce esilent, the IMF
said in 25 megional cutlock refeased Thirsday in Dubai.,

The WMF =aid it basaline assumed that the conflict
would sbate in early 2027 and that trade wouid gradus by
ramal ke during the year, bet it ==id the cutloak:remained
ciouded by “axcenticnally high uncertainke”

“The main nsks derive further denption to
enangy Droauction and btade mouies that could dnive
erangy prices highor,” the IMF said & statoment
out!ining itz oy - messages, noting extemal financial
conditions could alfzo tighton.

Extemial finarcial conditions could aks tighter i
invasiors reassoss Al-driven proguctivity gains and interesi
rates rise further amid heightened oneorns sbout inflabon
and Fimcal positons, it said

0l importe s had proven moee regl| lont, with domestic
dermand oypported by remittances and  towrsm fawes,
fawcratle Srarcial conditions, and prompt pol oy resporses
that safegiard corsume= from higher commadity prices,
the IMF said. Growth in the Caucass and Central fisin was
moereting toward 8 mone sustanacs pace, the IMF sad,
furecasting & 5.2 percent rise in scoromic owpat in 2024
and 5 parcent in 2027, keaTees

Automakers face action over exports

Pakistan i proposing to P’

cancel automakers’
manufacturing
certificates if they miss
export targets for two
consecutive years,
according to draft
docurnents reviewed by
Arab News, as it targets
54 billon in auto
exports over five years,

The proposed Auicmative
and Auto Parts Mersifacturing
Poticy 2024-20371 -would  set
minimum  asport targets  for
wehicle essembfors and  parts
makar= Fabistan's auta sector
currently exporis arcund 190
milion o 3200 milicn & -yoar,
according. tor the  Paostan
dzsooetion of Aulomotve Fardts
erd Accossories Marufacturers
(FisPaM

The 35 bilion goal covers
combined  wehicle  and  parts

r= ower the five-yoer pericd,
ec:anzing'b: a reicew the Mlinistry
af Indusiries and Production
prasanted b3 Prime Minister

Ehahbazr Sherit this veek 1 B oa

targed Far the sofior as & whals,
rathar than ar snriual
requrement L= each
manuiaciuner.

"Failure. 1o mest - export

targets for bao consecutive yoars
will result in- cancelstion’ of
manufacturing cerifficate,” the
documents said.

Companics miszing minimum
cxpor targets would ass face
penalties of | pement to 3
percent of  their  anrual
production value, according  ba
e doorFnents.

To arcoursge eaport, the

draft propases
CHpOrieTs
lpvizz

“An exporior will get 3
porcent comperzation of net
FOE (Froc-On-Board] walue of
eaports a3 DLTL (Erawtack: of
Local Tawes ana  Lovies),”™ tha
documents said. Exporters woud
rapaiwe an saditional 10 oot
on - imcremental paports i thes
arrual - exparts grew by mare
than 5 pertent

The gavemment  plans. @
fund  incontivea through  an
Autcmotive Development Lowy
o potml, desel and hybeid

eimbursing
for sore texcs and

yehicles wrth ongmes  abowe
E000cc.: The lewy 'wauld alsa
finance Upgrades  for  paris
makers, tachnology  transfer,
vchicla tosting, ressarch and
cortfication.

The palicy” sats minimum
targets  for locally  produces
coatent in wanicles.
Marutacturers ‘missng. those
targatz  would oo oxport
incenithvies and conoosshars an
imparied paris ihat are nof made
Iocalty,

It proposes sales ek rdes of
parcant for batbery efectic
vehicles, & porcemt for
exienoed efecinc vehicles and 7
percent - dor - plug-in -hybrids,
covering both [ocally assemicled
and imEoried mocets.

"MEVa [Mew Energy Viehices!
arg srcouraged proforortially vis-
a=vis |CE wohicles by gving 2
reduced rate of zales ta. tha
docurments said

The draft .'||'.'.\\:i Proponos
lower mport taed r electic
vehicles priced bedow  $15,000
durrg the palicy's fist two years,
recuced dulies on efectric vehicle
parts and higher financing [imits.

“Exporis wil not go up just
by seifing up & targat,” PAARANM
Chairman fibdul Rahman Sz

told Arab Mows. He confirmed
that the 3& oillion goal covered
caports of sehicles and parts by
assembbars and parts makors
Az cited security cohcems,
limited free tade sgeements
with | potertis’ maruots,  high
enorgy and ' Prancng  cosis,
taxation and difficulties attracting
fommign  buyers for’ fackosy
inspectians ana qual ity sudhs
“Pakistan's geopalitical
security comstraints debar foeign
buyers to visit Pakistan for faciony
pvaiuation, guality awdifs and
diepute resobiton,” ho ssea.
Pakistani pars makes zay
they face a 34 porcant stractumal
cost dissdwvantage becmee of
wtility, fimancing and tax costs.
fizar said the lack of sirabegec
trads agreemanis abo lim#ed
dccemz to o markatz in Adrics,
Central Azin and South America.
*The exponers from Fakistan
repame no- ficancial rebates o
suppart frome the govemment
unlike othes couriries in the
regan,” he ssid
Pasisian Autamative
Manufacturers fzmociathan
Director-Genaral  Razi o wr
Rehman declined fo comment
until  “things ~have settled
don. " B DEs
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Musk. Not White House, Controls
Starlink Access: Rubio

S Spcretary of State Marco
Fubio sad Ton Wedresday that geci-
zions reganding Ukrere's acorz 1o
Stadink wene up 1o its parent compe-
ny SpaceX and Elon Musk, not ihe
While House, commonts that wug-
gesicd Musk may hawe mstrictad
Kyw's acoess bo the senvice

The 'Wall Streat dowmal report-
ed on Tuesday that Muzk had
ocrdered the slowdoen of Starshasid,
a milifarny-grade wemsion of Stariink
that Lkrsine relies on bo defend
itze® agairct mizsfe attacks from
Ruzzia:

The Jourral died ooe parson
zaying that Spaced CEC  Musk,
Fresigent Donald Tnump and Whits
Hawse officials disossed the mattar
bafarehand, and two pecgle saying
that Musk and the peesident dis-
cussed the mattor in the days afar
the slowdawrn.

“I'm rot sevane that wie smow
about thia daciion befomband. Bul
that™s irrglevart,” Rubio told
raparioss during a frip Tho India.

"The potiom ling T that that =
gowemed by a private commercial
contract asta how Ttheer Tsiuff can
be Tuscd and what zpeeds they'll
allcw it to be used at.”

Musk and SpaceX did mot
rezpond to requosts for comment.

Trumip, ssked - by meparbers on

Trump Depo

Short Of Goal

President Conaid Trumg's adminstraton & on tack
ta dapart abous S80000 paople cwer the past year, a

new report eicased Thursday shows; 2o amests ramp
up across the countsy tusisd by Biliors of oollsrs
meant to-superchage s mmigration agonda.

Tha report by the Migration Poicy
Institsie shows deporiations nowased
from &20)000 during: the #r=t year of &
Trump's second adrenistration. The
numcers = chart: of prowicus
fighs inthe early 2000s and tait
to meo? the Trwmp admires: S
tration's  promse,  made
whan it recoved tha kil
liars trom Congress, that
tha money woukd aliow for
1 million deoporations
annuaily.

Thz =part, basod onpublicy
smyaiable - date abtsined through
Froadom of Information Act eouests,
momes after the Tump sdmirestration in

rtations Up, Still

Hometand Securtty. Trump, & Repaolican,
swrumed o power last year pmmising o
sianch oosziregs at the southam bar
oer and crack down oh mmigrae
tior. Him acminsiration has
pusteed thmugh restrcfions
on bath kg ard ilicgal
. Immigation and
launched  high-
peofile arnest
operations in

in "bid 1o
o T e
migrants
gut.Tha
analysis
found  that
she Departmont
ot Homeland
Security carresd out
FROD0D deportations during
#e fret 18 months of the sacond

=%

Faong US =anchars, the Intemational
Criminal Court was on Thorsday awanded
tha Euru-F-ean Urdan's tap rights prize, m &

o

show support that risks upsetting

Joruiary 2023 5 pubiicly efeasing similar
figures  compil ty the Department of

Bukele Launches Washington Orders

Haiti Rescue Staff Exit From
El Saivadar's President Maylb Bukele said Wedresday he nad Sﬂ-lld_i Arﬂbiﬂ

lauriched a military cperation to' rescwe four Savedoran aviatian
techniciars kidnapoed by gangs in Haiti, warning of & meee forceful
resparae if they are rot relsased alive
and urdiarmed, Gangs in Haiti had
opened fire on a0 amoned vohice
three days warlier the first major
atiack since an-nternational gang
zappnession force began aperating
in the vicience-viracked Caricoean
country. The four Salvadorzn sal-
diers hawe begn mising since they
fled the burning wehicle in-the
Sario area of Cmoix-des-Bouguats,
Fart-su-Frince. Addmossing
Heiian gang kbaders,
Bussle demandad
that they retumn
ihz Salvadaorars

Thamp administration. A

al e,
umhammed”
ard wamed
that, il Tha
trigy da United States has
10, prdered nan-essontial U5
"aweny embassy staff and their familics o leave Saudi Arabia, the
thing State Department said on Wednesday, as the kingdom comas
will o under sustained deadly atiacks by Yemen's Howthis
back " Iranian-supported Houthis have mecreasingly engagaed in
io the hostil ities against Saudi Arabia, inchuding aitacks an civilian s
way poris and oiher critical infrastruciure resulting in civilian casual-
it ties and sewere travel disruptions,” State Dopartment
WS spokezman Tommy Pigott =aid in a social media past esplaining
the messure.
belon “Tha :-ul‘-ut:.l and secwty of I:Ir:purtrn-znt arsonnel and ther
the kid- famil ies remiain gur highast prionty," he m:ll:ﬁzd
napgeng.” i not, A diplamatic saurce in tha Middle East told AFF that zame
the Sahwadaran families of US ambassy personnel were also being withdrawn in
lemder - wha the United Arab Emirates, Jordsn, Catar and Eshrain, but

Pigodt stressed that Wednesday's order was for the departure
af non-emergency embassy stalf and their famil ies in Saudi
Arabia only.

Saudi Arabia has this month come under near-daily atiacks
from tha Iran-backed Howthis, including a strike on Riyad h's
international airport that was the kingdom's dead|izst in years,
az the war with the group escalates. On Wednesday, the Saudi
anergy mlnlsl?' said that falling debris from the successhl
interception of & drone targeting an odl facility killed bwo pea-
pie and ingurad a further two

*The attempled attack remilted in the deaths of two indi-
widuals, a Filipine and 2 Mepali, and injuries to two others,” the
ministry said in a statement.

It did mot say wha launchaed the drone aimed at Shaybah il
fiald near the UAE border: Earlier on Wadnesday, the Saudi-led
caalition in Yamen regorted intercapting 5ix drones. AF8

drzver infpsmaticrr
al sitention Sor
his condentious
war on his oo
couniny’s gangs -

said it wold resut

in a more’ porwarful
ooaration

*Taday's attack is nath-

ing compared to what is
coming if thay do not
raleaze tha four hostages
al e, And do not take ow
words as ampty threats,” ha
wrata on the social media
plaafarm X, &2

Pre=ident Donatd Trumip.

*The Eurogean Union is built on
respeci for multilateral izm and intarnation-
al institutions, and this prize recogmises the
impartant work of tha court in upholding
international law and  justice,”  =sd
Ewopean  Parliameni chief Roberta
Metsela m announdng the mwvanrd. Tha ICC
thanked the European Parliament for giv-
ing it the Sakharow Frize “st 2 time when
the Court and itz officals face mprece-
derted challenges"

"Mgamnst this badedrop, the Sakharow
Prize camies particular significance, -
firming the importanca of independent
judicial institutions and of those who work
to uphald internadional law, " ICC Prasident
Temoke dkone said.

Cwor 500 poaple in South
Africa have fallen il from &
gastrointestinal iliness thal causes stomach
cramps and disrthea, which suthoritics ae
blaming on paor water gualiy in two did-
hanen s cities in tha couriny.

Hutharities this week issuwed-a warring
to communities @&zt of the capital,
Pretosa, to stop dhinking water fram their
taps after 408 people incuding children
fall ill and weoe troated at warous haetth
facil it

Like obher cities in the country, the cap-
ital and its suburbs hawe kong hisd smues
with the choanliness of the region's walor
ard % remaing A contentiols polfical issue:

11

Wedresday whether Mizk codered
the slowdoen, =akat "1 don’t mew
who did i, but | was not invoked.”

Reuterm has cited two US o
cials and & ‘Westem official briefed
on the matter waying the decision
uvitimately came from the ‘'Whita
Houme. This vemsion wes ako smsart-
3 by Ukrairian  Prosident
Waloohymyr Zelersky, but denied by
the admini==ration.

Ruekio's comments are likely ta
intensify concems in Washangton
reganding Must's abil ity to.influsnce
UE foreign polici. They also mepre-
senf an apparent shifl in position for
the administration.

Trump hes previoushy said pute
licly te beliewed nroither he nor
Mizk w23 behind the sowdown.
Departing for a trip Fio Usboiistan
ardl India on Saturday, Rubic had
exd ra one orogered the slowdoen,
Tan assertian that drew crilicism
from lmwmakers in bath parties:

“I'm nol swe TZoersky knows
what he's talidneg sbout, but it wasn't
dal iberate,” TRubio said at the tme.

“We have nothing to do with
that. | @an't. = ke Unded Siates,
robody - orderad that T5tarlink
spoed to bo slowed dower 1t ot
of haopened, but my urdarstand-
ing iz its bean mestored,” Rubio
caid. REUTERY

1CC Awarded EU’s
Top nghtq Prize

Thiz. month, tha Urdted States
announced sanctions against the CC
ammad at cippling the day-to-day opere-
tions of tha couwrt, which tries individuals
for war crimes, cimes aganst humanity
and genecide

Trumg's adminstration has vowed to
dismantle the court “beck by brick”, funi-
ous that judges have issued an armost ware
rant for loracls Prime Minister Benjamin
Hetanyahu for alleged crimes n Gaa

The win comes after ax-d0C udge Mav
fillay, wha alsa served as UN nghts chicf,
was awarded the Mobol Pesco Frize this
manth — a chaice Trumg slammeaed as "dis-
graceful *, arguing the award should have
gant to him. The ELF has atresdy thrown its
suppeor behind the 1CC in the face of tha
U5 sanctiona — which will come into farcs
in s manths ~ and has sod it i “reedy 1o
take any necossary measunds” too mako
sure the court can keep working. AP

200 Sick In South Africa
Water OQutbreak

Cn Wisdresday, city officials were dis-
tributing wates to residents through omar-
gency tankors, while the charity crganiza-
tion Gift of the Gaes supplied the come
munity with botiled water. Mest of thosa
who fall il were ‘children urdar 4.
Arccarding to health ard city officiak, the
pecple fet ik afsr dhnkng contaminazed
water fnom 2 waber ireatment plant wiich
suppl s water 1o soveral communities sact
of Prewonia. Awutharities confirmed that the
water at the plant nad not been chioninat-
od for about three weoeks, rendeting &
unsate Sor human consumption, Cficiak
said the municipal ity had troucle cbtaining
chlaring from its wmual supplier. 4@
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To
Marathoner
Aga Hit With
Doping Ban

Cina af the world's leading marathon runners, Ruti Aga, has been bannad
far six years after track and I:m? ‘s anti-doping investigators found she sub-
mittad & feke presciption to explain a faied drug test The Ethiopian
runner wan the Tokyo Marathon in 2019 ard has reachad the pod-
um at the Berlin and Mew York Marathons. Sha tested posi- =
twa for the banned substance methylprednisolone e
aftar winming a hall marsthen in Chna in March,
the Athletics Integrity Unit said an Thursday.
figa said she'd been gvan the substance
by a doctor in Ethiopia to treok knee pain
bt the AIU =aid it faund the dimic named
on the document didn't exist and the sup-
posed nption had actu=lly bean
=sigread by & Family member wha weasn'i
a registerad doctor. After that, dga
failad to respond to charges far
the wse of mathylprednisobone
and “tamporing” with the ant-
doping process, the Al added,
maoaning the si-yoar ban was
imupd without a hearing, The
II-yaar-zld runnar's banm
includes two years far the use
of the substance and four
mare for tampering. &

Phillip Island Set For Emotional

MotoGP Send-0Off

Seven-time warkd champian Manc Marquer sdmids-it will be “emo.
taoral ™ thiz weekand as ore of Mok GF'z most
ioanic circuits at Phillip Eland hosks its lezt race
afigr ngary throe decades.

The picturesgue and ofter windowspt
track, same baa hours cutsde aof
Wizl boume, has boon 8 stape on She
cafencsr snoe 1997 and a
favcurie smong tha ridars
gven its wateriront |ocation
and damanding fayout. But
its contract expires 1his
year. Promator MotolGF
Sports Entortamment g8
wanted to broadar
its appeal and shit
it-ba Medbouma’s -

&l bert Park, who heads nto the wockand swe leg to mark thair fowr suc
witich hosts tho pointy bahind &prilis's Jorge Martin in the chempionship standings. i cosshen crovrs from 2021
Avrteal isn = @ track with 2 Unigue, breathisking favout. Here | won cne of my iz to 2024,

Fommala Oine.
The Vizionan state govamment weas adarmant 7 should remain 21

Rockets Rout Mavs
In Season Opener

=amy far the positidns that master, " AFp

Crarmian Liblaed 1z back, in
mare ways than one.
The star guard playod
his first regular-s=oason gama
with the Trail Blazers since
retuming to Portland in
the summar af 2025,
soaring 25 peoirts
with six 3-pointers
ina 124-83 rout
af the Phaoanix
Surs an
Wednesday
night

Kewin Durant and Jaban Smith dr scored 30 points apiece and
tha Houstan Rockets wsed a big socond guarter 1o baild & huge lead
and coast 4o a 128-110 win over the Dallas Mavericks on 'ﬂ'nd?'m:du}'
night in the season opener far both teams.

The Rockets |ed by == after the first quarier
before auisconing Diallzs 38-12 i the secand to take
a 3Z-point lead into hatftime.

Dwramt and Smith each soored 16 paints each in
the first hall. The Rockets wera up by 15 mideay
through the secord before using a 1942 run to make it
70-3B at halftime.

Kyrig Ining hiad 15 poants for Cralias m his first
regular-season game since tearing his left ACL in

Barch 2025, Bul it was & tough debut for Dallas

g

coach Dusty May, whao led Blichigan to the Litlard
MC AL champsonship befora being hired ta spont some
raplace the firad Jason Kidd 15
Cooper Flagg, the 2025 Mo 1 pick months
and last seazon's rehab- NS
MBA Rookiz of the binga
Yaar, led the term
M awenchs with Acthilles -
32 paints, F.J. tendon = b
‘Washingteon had 10 he sus-
points and four tained with
rabownds. thie Milweaukes
Tha KMaverncks Eucks.
uted & P00 mun, with | did feed
3 == points from od, but you

l:rrug':' I falt good
fior monthe now,
and |'vix bean saping
thet: But | think
there's probably coma
people that might hasa
been skaptical becausa
thay hadn'l sgen me. |
hadn't bean owt on the
flocr and bean in frond
of peaple,” Lilard sad.
The ning-time All-
Star was gnutl:d with
an axtended standing
oeation &t Moda
4 Conter whan ha =
welcomad
tha crowed in
& progame [
addrazs. ¥ -
& A belpved A

S Marcus Saszar. to cul the
lead 1o 103-B6& with
about rine minutes
remairmg. AF

€

. said Ducati's Mamuer,

Teces witl Cucati and we are motivated bo dowel, ready to ight Aght

Blazers Fans Embrace

Lillard In Comeback

Pakistani Lifters Dominate
At Asian Masters

gl =

diamed Fyaz sacaned first position with a todal of 105kg,
comprisng 20kg i the cnaich ard 45kg in the ciean and
jetk. Mahmoad Hasra weon the men's 55=1 10kg c2zegory
viith a combined |ik of 1304, while Riazaz Al topped
the men's 55=110kg-plus casegory with & sodal of 135kg
In the men's 55-5F5ig categary, Tejidstan’s Abdullo
Baoeoy claimed firt place with & cambined 1%t of 205kg,
wihile Fakistan's Kadm Haznemi fniched socord with 2
rotal ot SThg.
Bahrair's Ali Saifalah
Cahraman wan the man'z
= 50-55kg catege-
ry with.a com-
 bined |ifs of
i 213kg APP

Fakiztani weight! #ters delivered an impressive pes-
lommance a2 the 2nd Asisn Masic= amd Grand Frix,
securing top postions in several men's age-group and
weaght cabogarios.

Aroording to the mesaiis of the competition, Akbar

- claimied first
g, compriing BlEg

Ali, wang in the men’s 50=70cg ca
position with a combined lift abd
ri the snatch and 110kg in
the chan and jerc

Abdul Razag soured forst
place in the man’s 3550
categeony with a sotal lifto
120kg, including Slig
ri the snatch and Tkg
i tne cleen and jerk.
Ve Shrmed But ako
tinished cntap in
ther man's
55-43kg cat-
egary, reg-
siening &

e

T5ka in the
cigan and jerk.
n:the men's

S55=75kg cabe-
gory,

Bt o
Walker Faces .
Tattoo Trouble “

Over City

itles

Wit regatizbons
breasing doan
South busiralsa

siepped in and
s secirnd tho
raoe far six Kile Wal ker admits be may have to
years from 2027 lose o tattos if Manchester City are
in Adelaide — the stripped of laague titles they won dur-

firct MoboGF 1o be
ke in A cily=conte
location:

. “FHll ip Itarais
an-extraandinany cr-
ot Racing heve lor the

lz=t time will be emotior-

ing his tams 28 the cus

The farmar England dafender

won 15 major tropghies, incleding six

Promiar League titles; =t City

from 2017 1o 2025 and has
body art to mark his suscess

ful ime there. He has ‘faur
in & row’ i=ttooed on hiz

City hawve been found
gulty by an indepandent
commission of braaching
Premier Loagus finzndal rules
pWar o ine-season pencd bat
have sopealed agairst tha
judgement. Asked on Tal KSPORT
whather he weould remave the tattoe W
if City were punished and his baague
mredals takcen mwvay, Wal ker said: “Well,
I'm probably gomp to heree to dio that
bit- Il try and kesp it on, but hopefully
wa don't get things taken away. "l
doezn't look great. Let’s mot hida fram
the fact that they've been found guilty,
bl they're going through ,
FaMEDN | B0

=

Anthem Gaffe Hits

figure in Portland, he
clearly was messad,
"It was n lat of
love. The fans showed
alat of love,” Lillard
zaid | think it's na
socrat tha relation-

ship betwoen
myzelf and our
Fur? and the city
ot Fortlamd " -
b Para Games
Ja Morant, wha
f fnished with 14
points in hiz Trail Wrong national enthems were played thres times at the Asian Far Samesin
| Blazers debat, Japan's Magoya this week, prompting the mayor to apologise just days after the
. city hosted the mishap-plagued fAsian Games
impressod. Tha Asign Para Games is izking place in tha central Japanese hub city through
“You Saturday, featuring araund 4,000 athietes and officials in 18
ko, for sparts. Magaya Mayaor lchira Hiroszwa apologsed on
ma Wedne far the latest emar. which ooourred

despite officials’ pledges to implemant steps
to preeant mistakes, induding playing the
cofract nationad anthems.
These things happened duwring the Azan
Gmmar, = of cowrse tha

today aperations ware
il was, reviewad and axam:
the guy hasn't ined based
piayed in 1B
muonths, and ke

Coemas out and
detivered the way

he did for ="

Marart zaid “Sgeacial, leszans

1 leamricd. The fact that

it happened again =
realy just unacceptanle,”
the mayar told a pross confer-

enca. On Monday, o Tarwanesss ath- -
lzte waon a men's para tackwondo mmpﬁ

man.
Lillard =signed a
thrae-year, 542 mill ion
dunTi-u rejoin the
Blazers in July 2025
after spanding two sea-

sons with the Bucks. ap . titicn, but the Iranian anthem was played in
;"P: its entirety, according ko Magoya officials al

then mayor's press corforence.
- CHfficials realmed their mistaka after the cere-
micay, they said. On the same day, the lreanian :
anthem was played agan during a women's para
tackwonda ceremaony, where 2 Mongalizn competi-
tor was receiving tha gold medal, according te the
city. AFF



