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US needs Pakistan.
Rubio tells India

United States (US) Secretary
of State Marco Rubio said on
Wednesday that Washingten
needed to maintain relations
with nudear-armed Pakistan
despite some policy
differences, saying
engagement with lslamabad
could help address
regional security
COMCAnS,

The US fheas  long
mamtained security end
diplomatic tiaz with  both
Fakizian and India, who:e
ralationz - remain strained
mainly ower the diepoted
Himelayan = region ot
Kachmir and
allogations
of fanning
mil ifancy
e e
othar's
land. In
JEZ0,
REubio,
who was thon a senaioe, had also pledged
a3 niroduce fegisiation to ol US security

assstanco 4o Fatistan if o sponsoeed
mil itancy against nda
Tha US socretary ol state s

currently visiting Indin for talks simed
ol despzning cooperation batween
Wazshington and MNew Dalhd, with
dizcussicns expected 1o focus on
dedfonsa,  trada, technala and
regicnal secunty as the Umded Statea
zaeks to strengthen its partnership with

Murad directs

invcia wehile abo managing relations with
other Soulh Azisn nations.

*In the casa of Fakstan, it's & country
that we hawe bo have 8 rolatiorship with.
It'z a county that possessss nucleer
woaponz [t't a country that, tmom @

ic standpoint, we noed b be
able 1o mteract with them n much the
s2me way as the gosvernment of india has
b trave and has A relatonship and meess
with feades drom Iran," Rubic sad i ar
interdiew  wiih Pndia’z News 18
brosdoabar
"I think in'a way it could bo'a
pasitive thing, because’ if we heve
= relationship and we can peak
to ther, it could perhaps help us
felp dscourage the kinds of
things that |ndia s worried
abeout ®
Rubio: said while fe had
presiouzly spowen on the isae
a2 & UE _=enstor,  his
responshil ities &1 seoetsny
af state’ reguined
Fibm: 1o
beance the
bBroadar

u 5
foroign
palicy

Core drations.

"¥e're againgt termonam amywhene in
the ward, Wa'n :gal'ﬁl ooy who
sponsoes bermeizn,” he said.

*In my mew roba, I'm no longer s
senatar, I'm the secretary of state_ |
kave to manage the foreign poficy
ot the United States, and that does
requira us ta have relationships with
countries, including those that wa
may hava some disagreemenits

KFH

security overhaul

Sind b Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah an Wednesday
ordered comprehensive
security, administrative and
infrastructure refarms at
Karachi Fish Haraur to
improve law and arder,
regulate commerdal activities,
prevent congestion and
strengthen transparency in
seafood hand ling and exports,

Charing a maeting at T House, the drel
mnsior araced the rlemst doparimens o
onsune that B habow operied = & woors
s afficent [acl By sarang Sshermen,
oghmata sealood Disincezes
ard Sndh's fisharos mxport
sacior,

The meotrg wes
rioemed that Kamchi Feh
Herbonr, - consinucted by
the Sedmal govemment i
192% cuwer 24 nores, was
irarcfamed o Sndh- o DS
1974, Tre KaracH Rshores
Heroour Acthorty (KFHA] T8
wm psibishad in T¥BL o 'l,‘;,
sversge = mansgemont and N

renshl haban,

Approarmstely 20000
peopk, rduding hsharmen,
=chon ayaie,

asbourera,

tramspariers,
s.eatonod
promsoes  and
{oregn naborak,
e tho harbour
dly

The meetiog roviewed congeston,
uraurthonssd cooupation of roack snd dsputes
arizng from lish unlosding and auctions
monccted outsce desgnated e, A finng
racent on Septomber B, 28, reporedly
inked to a dopubo pver plaong fish catches on
a road, beft one person dead ard siv injwred

Murad omcted %o sshonies o enswm
that f=h urloading, auttors =nd nefebed
commeraal adnaties ook placo i desgnated
arcas, kpopeng roacs & access routes dosr,
He al=o insiructed the home mmester. to
stemgtien  soouty  sd pumun the
o ot of & dadhested palice staiian m
the harbour in consuftaton with the Fohanes
Docartmant

Io improse acoose oomtrod,
mnisE oooned a0 upgraded maragETET
riomation system lealunen . BFD-besad

tha chiaf

harbouws iser canck, MADRA Vermys verficabion,
a mich ke apolicybon and imegrabon veth the
Cnma Baoord Managament Syatom (05

foording to the boolng. 200% beats
wefo negotercd wath the authanty, which
procsses an aversge of 1,850 rogeirations
and renawal s annualy: noe SO0, it has ssupa
1 73000 compuier eed 't B0 harbowr Leets,
roucing 13500 cow e

The moetng nevewed on slecricty bdling
ohspute rrsed by tho Pisherman:s Cooperaine
ooy, which reporiod that its meter. had been
mmovad despfe the ssuance ol & ReSY
milice: bl The chief miniser dected the
minTie: i amange A soparabe alodncty
ornachion and EMsun proper metenng and
bfing. Ho iszked  Fishones  Wiristes
Mubamemad Al Malkan with neschirg the
.

Mwad abo dnected the meevant
mthorfes o psamne: the restoretion of the
farbowr's oold shormge’ fadliy ba improve
sealooo prosereston and fand lng.

The meeting denesnd propceals
torceming the remaval ol hobels,
corstriction of a new aucton hall m ¥,
t.and alicorhon of designated space
lor fishmangors, The el minger
chroches] the {sheres minsier io
ovaiop  acpeoprisbs  amangemonis
ta reduce congashon, - faolaste
logiimoie bresses ang provond
CESES OO FoAdS and COMmmon arees:

The chef mniztor mllad for
strictor monRorng o seelood
SOOI apemtng outsde
the harboor o ereune
that mpori
activities
WoeETe
properly

documented and acorataty refiscted in ofiodl
eoonds

The mooing =0 examined condeens
mboul unauthonsed foh godowns alegediy
affecing the Fishommen's  Cooporstia
Sdoety's nevera, 25wl = d=oepanoas in
mmrdod weighls m tacabiiy doouments
and expoit carms

Muad crecied the suthoriies o
rvostigete Sheso 1zsues and take achon undr
thi spodicabee rdles 1o provent rovenUe iomas,
imprne tracaabl iy and  smengthon
acocumiabd iy ad barsparency i seefood
hand| ing.and exportz

The mesting &1 Osossed financial
zpsianon for completing K1 and & proposdl
jor-tha prowndsl gosermment S0 beks ower
Korang Harbodr: Tha crif mirster acked the
febenes mrete ta cubme proposaty on the
grant and the Aarhow's taknavor, AW bear

Pakistan, Qatar, Turkiye
and Indonesia on
Wednesday signed a
multilateral pact 1o
promote cooperation in
defence production and
capabil ities, the Turkish
defence ministry said,

The Foregn Office fias vet o
commerd on the sgring of the
dolonoe pact.

Az |:|:-1:||'|g to the Turksh
minizbny, e signing foak place in
Catar: with minstes o the ow
mountres attendaing the  coremamy
Derlence Miniior Khawaja A2, who
WIS WiSiDIE in [piciures shared Dy S
marestry,  sgred o betalf ol
Fekitan

Rawtorz quoted the Turkgh
mintaty a5 sayng  that the pact,
tiled 'Badr Memocmandum - ol
Undestanding’, wos aimed  at
crtonoo cooperation Br
nengthening dafensive
capanil s,

“Tha egroemant holds
substertial omnomic importanoe,
it =2d, anding the acooed sought b
foster coopomation in milikany
omoducticn, bors: il ikary
capatil Hies, and heto colatarafion

in technical  melitany
reseam ard development.

"By levoraging  the JHI:]LE
mi itary peoduction | capabil ities of
pach couniry, the nitatve wil
facljtate’  ‘cooparation  and
integratan, erhance  delehce
indusiria® capacities, and enaoie the
&iflment ot the needs of allisd and
fiend iy rations,” it added,

Turgsh - Delanca Minizter Yaiar
Oiver, Catar's DCepuly  Frime
MinEter and Whnster of -Stasa for
Dofence  Sheiwh  Saud  Ein
fbdulrabhman, and ooresia‘s
Decuty Miriser of Defence Yusuf
dauhan wen the other sgnatanes
Mk Gorgiin, who heads Torkye's
Secretariast of Dofercs Irdustries;
vz A presont of $he oooxwion.

Oogim =id i & stabament that

trairerag.

Crailythemail.com.pk | Follow us on Twitter-Facebook

Pakistan, ()atar,
Turkiye, Indonesia
sign ‘Badr’ pact

The pact aims at expanding cooperation in defence production, capability building & training

the accred Sarnad the ormdstion of

& ‘“strategic -coopemtion” o
dewelop  joint  producton and
technol

Doy
“Technoiogy  channg.  joint
dewelopment and | strengzhening
domestic production capasilties e
z the hoart of suztaineble delonoe
ridustry A5 Tirkiye, wa valuz
parinershics $hat go beyond off-the-
sholf pemcurement models, that

foser1he development of 2 nation'z

gan human cepilal ard rdistnal
rimstnecbie,” Gomgpun said.

"\Wa bolisva that the Badr
Memorandum of Updostanding wal|
contrbwie o trasforning the
complemaniary  capanilities  of
{Qatsr, Fakistan, Indorosip, =nd
Tirkye imo |:-::-1|.—-|:|:-= projecs,” ha
arioled.

Pakiztar, hes siming brotheny
and historic ties with the thres
munbmies, W intomee diplomatic
sngegemenl soen in mecent manths

with Caksr and Tlrkityo partiosarsy
Pekmtan end Turkipe, siong with
Taud frakis, s members of the
Makak Cetonce Alisnoe, wnder
which thay-a® 1o tost &n- sliscc
sgeist any of thom ez an atiack
sqeinst “all . Clstar had weicomed
thet pact a5 cooporation smod o8
reqional secunty and stanil iy
|stamabed - and  Coha  mava
remared engaged &5 mediasoe in
the USimn  war. Mearmahile,
Fakitan and Torkiys 2w part of tha
Regional Four (R4} Gmoup slong weth
Saudl Aratia snd Egyot. which
gmevged. o March and has. med
several Emes dnco than, eEWE DESE

PRIME MINISTER SHEHBAZ SHARIF SAYS WATER 1S 'RED LINE®

Pak-Maldives agree $200m trade

Sign 20 MoUs
to strengthen
bilateral ties across
multiple sectors

Maldives president
urges revival of
SAARC regional

summit stalled since

2014 amid tensions ™

Prirme Ministar
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
announcad that Pakistan
and the Maldives had
agreed to increase the
volume of their bilateral
trade from around
$13.9 million to

£200 mill ion within

the next two years,
opening new avenues
of shared prosperity
for the peoples of the
two countries,

fddmessing & joint pressz
mzwsout  akongsde  Melgndan
Fresidont Or Maokamed Muizzu,
the pome  minister sad  the
auizting frade volume reppsanted
only a fractior of the ecopomic
potential of the two. brothodly
countre.

Earlier the %wo cides “alsa
signe@ 20 memoranda ol
undarstandging |Mali=] A
agresmerts - (o wrengthen

i

i

coaperation in mulbple secions.

PM Shehbar Shanf zaid both
mdes would make jomt offors 5o
achiewe the ambitious faget
throeugn - echanced.  economic
cooperation ard the effective
Implementation ot sgroemenis
sgned during the vist.

The prime minizier ==d the 20
Molrz and -agreements - covened
important  areas of bilateral
cooporation and sssumed that he
would pesonally wore with. the
Maidesan president to ensume
thesr oy mmplomasation,

Wolcaming  the "'."aldll.'lar
prezgent o F':ll:l:'ar n" hiz first

visit to the country in 11 yeam, the
prime minister  saig the  wisit
coinciged with  the &0th

arnive rmary &1 dipdamatic nedations
botvazen the tvso countfica.
o = the two sides hed hold

procuctive. distu=ong o trade,
nvestment, strategic  dofence
cooparaiion, education, healih,
policing =nd capacity  busairg
bosdes machanging wviowz on
regicnal and intoemational Emlos

iz noted that many Maldiean
studants heg r:':tlil.'edy:dl.:a'.ic-rl
=t ' Fakistani unwercite: end
colleges, particulary in the haalth
sector. dround 250 - FPamstan
goctars, mlong with parsmedical
staff, wore serving in the Maidives,
ha added, expressing Pakistan's

willingress to sapend medical
and prodessicnal support
socarding  to | the  country's

EOLEEmon
Az par od erwircnmental
oooperation, Fakictan would
provide 100,000 olive cuttings
and 103000 seecs of different
plert species o sippor the

Maldwes' iritlatve 1o plant five
million trees, e prime mnistor
Fncunoed.

On regeana! and international

matters, the pame  mmistor
appracisied the Waldivas'
sipadtest  supporl  tor  the

Faiestinian caume.

Ha reibaraied thet Jaremu and
Eashmir remained &n
ntomationsdy recognised depute,
whooo just nesoiuton must come in
tine with UM - Sacwsty  Council
rescigtione and ihe aspirations of
the Kashmiri peopie.

Prirme Minzior medzras = I'e'
water memained @ “red fie” for
Fakiztan, warnmng -that a0y
victation of ‘the |ndus Waters
Teeaty by India would B regarded
71 & "act of war®
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Negligence in Mir
Raza case will not go

unpunished: Shrajeel

He said that Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah had constitutod

comprising sanior minisbars. Zis-ul-
Hassan Lanjar, Smoed Gheni and
Maszir Shah to reviaw tha ropart
and brief
racommendations of the Judicial

discu

gncroachment-rolated msues remainad.
Work on the Yellow Line project yet to
begin, while the second section of Jam
Ladig Bridge will alss be complated
soon, he added.

Meman said that the Green Line was
criginally & federal government project
that had subzaquently bean kanded sver
to the Sindh gowernment. Following tha
transfer, tha number of passengers using
the service had increasad, he daimed

Ha =zaed that the Orange Lina, Red
Lina and ‘fellow Line wers projects of tha
Simdh gowornment. & farge number of
double-dacker buses were also expocted

Lhrl'."E'ITIDFI'Ih‘Er committes

the cabinat. The
Commission will be
implemanted ta ensure
comgliznce, he added.

Mamon said that it would
be wnfair to hold on. ontire
department respansible for
the mistake or nagligence

!'hursd'a_'.-. Detaber 22, 20246

ATI@NAL

Karachi mayor,
Jﬂpﬂl"lES{t consul

s Hub Canal

pumping station

Japanese Consul General Hattori Masaru met Karachi
Mayor Barrister Murtaza Wahab on Wednesday at the
head office of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation (KMC).

The Bayor welcomed the Japanese delagation. Deputy Consul Ganeral of
Japan and Managing Directar Karachi Water Corporation Shmad Ali Siddigui
were alzo present on the occasion

Dwring the meeting, matters relating to tha installation of @ pumping station
at Hub Canal and areas of mutunl cooperation ware discussad

Barister Murtazs said that Japan is one of
frand. He appreciated Japan's suppart {or development projects and rehabilitation
inrtatives in Karachi, partia:l.]larl‘_-.' in Sndh.

Palistan’s key partners and a closa

Sind h Senior Minister and
Provincial Minister for Information,
Transport and Mass Transit
Sharjeel Inam Meman on
Wednesday said that anyone
found responsible for negligence
m the Mir Raza case would be
brought to justice. In a statement,
Memon said that the Judicial
Commission had been constituted
in accordance with a decision of
the Sind h Cabinet, and its report
was presented at the cabinet
meeting held on Tuesday,

of am individual. He to swive in Karachi in Movembar. Exprassing gratitade to tha Japanese govemment forits

pointed out that the Tha minister said that sustained | cooperstion regarding Hub Canal, the Mapor said that

Sind h Folice had efforts ware being made to address | bilateral cooperation between the two  countries
succassfully solvad Karachi's  transport . challenges ‘end | should be further strengthened He alse invited

sevaral major cases. He provide citirans.  with improved | Jepanose  imvestorss to . cxplors  inwestment
said that the incidents of commuting facilities oppaorturities in Karachi. He said thal mtemational
tarrorism, targeoted killings Highlighting initiatives aimeod at | cooperstion plays a significant role in the devalopment

and axtortion had cccurred in improving  womaen's  mobility  end | of Karachi and the provision of essential facil ites to its

Earachi; adding that zuch incidents empowerment, Memon said that Pink | ciizens. Support from fiend ly countnes in devalapment

weore not confined to the city but alzo
took place elsewhaore in Fakistan and
around tha world.

The sanior minister streszsed that the
police had a responsibility to conduct
tronsparant |n'-.--:1=1|E-a't||:-n: and enzuro
that thosa responsible were broughi to
justica. He described the Mir Raza case
as a lgsson for the police, emphasising
tha need for thorough investigations
rather than hasty action in the future

Spaaking about transport
mirastructura, Mermon said that Karachi's
Crenge Lina project was ready, whila
work on University Road had posed a
major chaflenga dwring the exaecution of
the Red Lline project. He said that
commuters were now facing  fewer
difficulties an University Road, althaugh

Buses were operating lo  focilitate
wameon's travel, while free Pink Scootias
wara alse being provided to them,

Ha said that a year ago, only 125
women across Sindh held matorcyels
|:|r|'.|ng licenses: Sinca then, the numbor
of women applying far - motorcycle
lecanses had risen significantly, with
50,000 applications received and mora
than 25,000 ficensas issued =o far

Commanting on the city's sanitation
situation, Memon claimod that
approximately 95 percent of Karachi's
cleanlinoss-ratatad problams had baoon
resolvad. He acknowledged that
Karachi's large =ize maant Ffurthor
improvements would take time, adding
that efforis to improve cleanliness across
the city wauld continue. &EVE DESK

system.

projects can halp improve the city's
enhance the delwery of public senaces.
The Mayor expressed hope that the longstanding
friendship and ‘mutual
batween Fakistan and Jfapan would
contimua to grow m tha future. He
snid that Karachi offers sstensiva 5
investmant opportunities and that
Japamese investors could play an
important

rale in

Both =idas

cooparatian

promoting
ecanpmic ackivities by investing in
varipus zactors of tha cit
The meeting also included discussions
on matters related to tha installation of a
pumping stetion at Hub Canad, which =
significant for the city’s water supply
expressed  their
cammitment ta further strengthening
mutun ties and coapersgtion. MEAT DL

10 killed in
passenger
coach crash

At least 10 people lost thair | es, ard 32 othaers wem
oritically mjuned when 8- pascenger coach hit a mad divider
dus to owertpecding in Rofhan on Wadnesday moming.

The eccidert ioow place near SAara Pump in Bangle
Hidyat on Indus Highway, Soan after rmosiving the repo,
Rescue 1122 and police toams rushed {o the opot and
shifted’ the dead and irured pemons to Distrct
Heasdgierbars Hospitsd (DHC) in Rajsniplr, whens snamor-
geTICy was oocamd,

The dectors 2t the hospitsi zaid =iz of the injure3 wore
in mitical cordition and four of them have been refored o
Rahim Yar ¥hen. The passenger coach was going from
Dera Tinan Khan (O3 Khan) to Sarachi. M9

Husband held
for killing wife

# F-yaarcad worman was aleged|ly murdersd by hor
fhusband just one and & half manths atter theirn lowe mar
risge in Mew Karachi, palioe s=d.

The wictim, identified ac Sawers, was fourd dead a2
her husband's house. ' Har family has accused her hsband
Sarfara, of being imectwed in her munder- Aiccording to'the
victim'zs moter Zeeriat, Sarfarar was piready marmied
tafore marrying Smeers, making the marfiage his second.

Fopnnat aipoed that other people were abo involved in
fier daughter’s murder end calied for 2 thomough inwestige-
tan into the tase. She appeaied to Sindh Inspector
Caneral of Polic Javed Alam Td ho o engsure protection
far nor family and bring thase esponsicle to justics.

She’ also expressed concems: ovar thie investigabon;
alleging that the podice were not invettigating the casa
proporly. Zeenat said Sawers waz an orohan whom she
niad ramed despite facing severe Snancial end personalaif-
ficalbes. She demanded justice: tor har daughtar and pure
ishmant for those responsible for her death, Police ssid
tha irvestination was cnpaing and furthes action would be
takon after the OMA mpost wes recpived. pP

Acting Governor Awais
calls for review of PPL
Head Office relocation

Acting Governor of Sind h Syed
Awais Qadir Shah has expressed
concern over reports regarding
the proposed relocation of
Pakiztan Petroleum Limited's
{PPL) head office and related

administrative operations from
Karachi to Islamabad.

He emphasised that the administrative, finan-
cial, economic and employec-refated implica-
ticns of this important decision must be compre-
hansively a=eszad. He said that, Karachi iz one
of the country's major commercial and ‘industrial
centres, offering PPL scces=z to
pert facil ities. Eu:ln gss erdtis
ties, suppliers and technical 4@ -
servicas. Given the compa- S8
ny's. gas fields and pro-
duction activities  in
Sindh, the potontial
implications of relocat: v
ing its head office must
be considered on facts
and transparency.

The Acting Gaovernor |
stated that any major ’
administrative decizion
should prioritise tha
arganisation’s
aparational

reguiramaonts, efficient wtilisation of financial
resourcas and business continuity Ha said the
casts associated with relocating offices, staff
rocards and octhar administrative oparations must
alo be assassed to detarmine the potential bone-
fits of the proposed move for the company's per-
formance and fimancied stability.

He noted that Karachis port facilities and
cstablished business infrastructure play an
impartant rola in the transportation of aguip-
ment, technical supplies and other essential
resaurcas. Therafora, the potential impact of
tha relocation on supply chains, technical sup.
port and roiationships. with local businessos
should not bo overloaked.

Highlighting the walfare of employoas and
thair %amili-ns. the Acting Gowernor said that
consultations with tha rnﬁ.".rarlt statf, amployeo
welfare and the retention of the arganisation's
cxperiencad workfarce must ba considered
before any relocation decision is mado. He
emphazised that such decisions should be
taken throwgh a transparent process and sup
ported by ﬂuar admanistrative justification.

He added that tho arganisation’s financial
and administrative interests must remain the
foremost consideration in any decision
Making clear information wailabﬁ: regarding
the benatits, costs and any possible repercus-
signs of the proposed relocation is essential
for informed decision-making.

Thie Acting Govarnor of Sind b stressed that the
option of retaining PPLs head office in Karachi
shawld be given sericus consideration. He called
for an independent, technical, financial and admin-
istrative assessment of the prnpa-"-:d relocation
befare any final decision is taken. Syed Sowaiz
emphasized that the impartant dacisions
concorning  national  institutions
should be based on transparoncy,
cansultation and long-term institu-
tronal intorosis. KEWS DESK

infrastructura and

Karachi [mlinc
chief reviews
Shaheen Force
performance

fdditional Inspector Genaral  of Folice
Karachi fzad Khan on Wednasdey visited Malir
District Headquarters o raview tha daploymont
and porformance of the Shaheen Force and
inauguratad a police post in Sohrab Goth.

fcoording to a Karachi Police spokespersan,
CIGF East and 55P Malir were also present
during the visit, wher the 55F Walir briafed the
polica chief on tha force's deployment,
performance, patrolling and maasuras to
prevent crima.

Inspecting the contrel room, Arzad Khan
described the Shahean Force as Karachi Folica’s
frontline wnit against street crime.

fddressing its perzannal, he diractad them
> maintain physical fitness, discipline and
professional competence, follow standard
oparating procedures |[S0Fs] and ensura prompt
and affective measures ta protect citizens.

He anmounced that the “Shaheon of the
Maonth” award and & cash prize would be given
gach monpth to recognise and encourage
outstanding poriormers

Later, accompaniod by DIGP East, the
additional 15 inaugurated the Zaman Shahoed
Police Fost near Jamali Bridge in Sohrab Goth.
The facility haz beon ostablishod with tho
support  of the Sochrab Goth Builders
Community.

Arad Khan said the police post would
strangthen police presonca in the araa, improwva
responsg times and help prevant crima

He addeoad that affective deployment and
patrofiing by the Shaheen Force would alsa help
protact citizens &t locations where traffic
congestion made accass for police mobile wans
difficult.

The coremony concleded with an exchange
of shields among the officars. NEwsS CEsE

KDA offers relief on outstanding dues for auctioned plot

The 1200th meeting of the Govemning
Body of the Karachi Development
Authority (KDA), chaired by Sindh Local
Government Minister Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah, was held at Civic Centre.

The meatng reviewed tho  Authonty's
administrative, fimancial, and dewelopmant-related
affairs in detail. Key mattars discussed included the
paymant of cutstanding dues and pensions to retired
employees, increasing the Authariby’s finamcial
resources, removal  of  encroschments  from
government kand, and digitization of land records.

Tha Sindh Lecal Government Ministar directod
that saft encroachments be removed immediately
and a final iist ba prepared. He further statad that
immediate action would be taken agamst those
unlzsdully accupying or misusing KDW's welfare plots

The meeting ako decided to grant a 25 percam
concasson 0 pwners of auctioned plots who pay
thair cutstanding dues in & lump sum, Mambers of
tha EDWA& Governing Body attending the meeting
inclegod Ali Ahmed Jan, Member of the Provincial
Azsembly; Muhammad Yousul Baloch, Membar of

tha Frovincial Assambly: Dr. Waseem  Ahmead
Shamshad, Addstional Chief Secretary, Local
Govemmant; Hassan Magei, Commissioner Karachi;
Abdul Samad Jamlani, Membar Techmical, Wavead
Snwar 5||:|-:Ir|:|U|_ Member Finance; and Faread
Zheikch, Member Administratian.

Curing  the meaoting, Secreiary  of the
Governing Body and Director General KDW, Zain-
ul-Abideen Ansari, briefed the Local Government
Minister on the Autheonty's current hnancial
position and the paymant nf autstanding duesz ta
ratired employees. He stated that cleanng the
duas of peansioners and retired employeas
remained ona of the Awthorty's faremast priorities
and that etective prograss could be achieved with
the support of the provincial gowernment.

On this. cccasion, Minister Syed Masic Hussain
Shah emphasized that the timely payment of
amployaes’  salaries and - ponsions. must. bae
prioritized, as these are their furdamental rights. Ha
abserved that employess depend on their pensions
amd ouwtstanding dues after retirement and,
therefore, unnecessary delays in payments must ba
aveided. He amsured the moeting that the Sindh
Government would continue 4o extend its support
for tha payment af retired employess' outstanding
duaz: He alzo stressed tha need to dewvelop a

practical and workable ztrategy te  reliove
ensioners and retired employees of ther
F:n-a-nn al difficulties.

Flcgura'lnF tha protection of
govermsmont land and incroasing the
Authority's revenue, tha meeting
was infarmed that K04 intended ta
take measures to ramaove illegal
cccupations from its land and maka

foctive wse of avaidebla
properties: The Locsl Goswarnmont
Ministar directed  that all

encroachments an the relovant plois
be removed befare auction and that
the plots be offered far auction only
after fulidiing all legal and
administrative requirements

He: furthar instructed \
that the market value of
the plats be assessad [
through an independent
third party to ensure fair
and tramsparant
valuation. This, he saed,

wauld halg tha
futhority abtain
bettar tinancial

ratums from the dhsposal of government land and
strengthen its financial resources. The meeting

alzo dizcuzzed 3 plan: ta moderniza the
Authority's land rocords in line  with
coniemporary roquirements.  Director
Goneral  KDA  Zain-ul-Abideen  Ansari

informed the participants that a plan for
digitizing land records had been prapared
and that implementation would begin
soon. The initiotive s expected Lo improve
the security of land records, facilitats
accoss to information, zimplify  record
varification, and anhance tranaparency in
odministrative procosses.
The mesting conclinded wiih a
commitment to utndanzke cocr-
i reybed masssures 1o resolva
the Authority's financial
challenges, sfequard tho
rights of amployses and
| persioners, ensure effoc
tive managament of
government land, ana
| improve ¥DWs gueral
pardarmanca - throwgh
\ the uso of modem
\ bednmology: WEWS DESK
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PM Shehbaz welcomes

Amir Muqam discusses
Afghan refugees issues

Maldives President

with UNHCR official

Dr Muizzu at PM House

President of the
Republic of Maldives,
Cr. Mohamed Muizzu,
an Wednesday was
presented with a guard
of honour at the Prime
Minister's House upon
his arrival to meet
Prirne Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and hald high-
level delegation talks.

Prima Minister Shehbaz
warmby wizlcomed tha
Maldivian presidant as ha
arrivad at the forrmal welcoma
CRromony.

Tha netonal antherms of
FPakistan. and Maldivas wara
playad as tha two leadors
stood at tho satute dais.

Tho smarth-turned out
contingent  of the Pakistan
armod forces presonted a
guard aof honour to the visit-
ing dignitary, which he
reviewed

Following  the ceremony,
the two leaders introduced
thair respactive delagations
bafore procoeding to one-on-
one and dolegation-leval dis-
CASSIONS.

President Muizza, who
arrived here on Tuesday for a
throe-day state wvisit along

with First

Lady Sajidha
Mohamad and a thigh-iovel
delegation comprising cabi-
not member and senior offi-
cials, also planted a sapling n

represansaties.
menting s

izmuod herns

ation and support for
Pakistan - ower  the
past four decades.
Takag appreci-
atpd Pakiztan's
longstanding  hazpi-
ity Sowands
& fghan
refugees and
acknawl=
paged  tha
govorme-
ment's policy
framework.
She. alsa highr
lighted cor-
come | about

cance == the two  countrias
Commamorata the &Cith
anniversary -of the estaslish-
mant of diplomatic ralatians
in 158, pEws DEL

the fawns of tha PM Housza.
This is the first visit by the
Prezident of Maldives  to
Fakistan in eloven years,
which shows  spedal signifi

Faderal Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON, Engineer Amir
Mugam, on Wednesday met
UNHCE Representative in
Pakistan Morika Takagi toa
discuss Afghan refugee issues
and humanitarian concerns.

The minster wekomed Takagi - ard
congratulated her on taking up her new
resporsitd ities as e representatve of the
nited - Mations . High Commiszioner or
Refugoas (UNRCR] in Pakistan

The meeting was atiended by the sec
refary and additional socretary of the
Miniziry of Kashmir Affaim, Gigit-EaHisian
arcd SOFROM, the Chisf Commisiones
Afghan Refugess (CCAR) =nd UNHCE

During the meebng, Amir Mugam msa-
Ermod Paksian’s commitmant o mpe-
national laws Bnd ol icies
while taking genuing humanitarian core
Comis inbo accouns, zaid @ press reeatod

A also epofeciated UNRCR s coopar

wulnemble rdividuas woo coud face sar-
ous sk it retumed fo their country of o
gin ard called for their cases 1o be consid-
cred cansfully

Responding ta these concams, the
minister said cases jrwalving  credible
shroats bo (#s end safoty reguved canful
attenfion. He stessed that such czzes
shouwid be assessed by the relevant authar-
itir3 in fine with Faltistan's lews, palioes,
estatdished procodures and accl cable
intematiora abligations:

Ha also emphasized the mpertance of
sironger coordnation between e gow-
ernmant and’ WNHCE, Ha sad a8 mom
struchuncsd medhanizm cousd b evpinred
o revwicw pariculary senstive cases within

) e axisting legat snd pal icy frameworn.

Takagi reaffemod LAHCR's wiking
ness oo continue  working | with the
Palestani govwemment to address hamani
tanan and protection ooncerns through
dialogue and coopemton. The meeting
conciuded with bath sides agroeing on the
importance of continued ongagemant and

coandiration bo address retuges-
reiaicd iSsups whike cospecting
Pefostar’s lvwn, govemment

L | palicies 2rd buman

i Sarian resporsice -
L ! iTH0o. RS DEsK o
s

IHC disposes
of plea against
NAB remand
ordinance

Tha Islamabad High Court IHC] on Wadnesday
phserved that courts cannot issue pre-omptive rulings
o restrain the eractment of possible future lmwve.

The court disposod of a constitutional patitton
challenging the NAB Amendment Chrdinance 3024,
which had extended the pericd of physical remand in
MAB custady from 14 to 40 days, aftar declaning the
matier infructugus.

In & written judgment, Justico Inaam &meen
Minhas held that the ardinance had ceascd to hawe
effoct upon tha aapiny of its statutory perod, keawing
no |ive depute before the court. He observad that
examining its constitutional ity after its expiry would
sorve no usetul purposa

The judgment turther noted that the petticnar
had failed to establish that any proceedings had
teon initinted against him. or that he had baen
punishod, under the ordinance. Tha cowrt reiteratad
that judicial mterventian could not be scught ta pre-
emptivaly restrain possible future legslation.

The petition challenging the NAE Amendment
Oirdinance 2024 was accardingly disposed of

The ordinance, promulgatad by the acting
president an May 2T, 2024, had extended the
maximum pericd of physical remand from 14 1o 40
days. Hawever, ‘it was neither extended by
Parliament nor converted into a raguler &ct.

Motices |ssuesd: The kslamabad High Court
[THC] on Wednosday issued notices to the Matonal
Accountability Bureau [MAE); the Miristry of Law
and other respandents, seeking. thair replies to a
patition challenging the appeintments aof MAB
Prasacuior General Sohail Masic and Draputiy
Chairman Ehtasham Dadir

Justice Umair fajid Malik msued the notcas whike
hearing a petition hled by Dr G.M. Chaudhry, who
appesred in person before the cowt.

Dwring tha haarng, the patitioner contended that
Sohail Masir described himself 22 & farmer judge,
although he had served as an additional udge of tha
Lzhore High Court. He argued that an additianal judge
could not describe himeelt 7z 2 former judge.

The judga asked whether tho petiticher wanted
an inwesbgation nto the appointmaonts, remarking
that tha argument had complicated hes ovwn case. The
petiticner roquested that the MAE  prosecutor
present in the courtreom be served notice, whila the
court abseread that other parties wers also inwalvad
and had been issusd notices

Tha petitioner srguad that the appomtmients had
been made without adwartisement and in violation of
Sectians 5. &, 7 and 8 of the MAB Ordirance, 1999

The court nlsa isswad natices to Deputy Chainman
MAE Ehtesham Cadir and Prosecutar General MAE
Sohail Mezsir on separate applications seoking their
suspension from wark and the production of recards
relating 1o their appeointments. The haanng was
adjournad. In hiz petition, Or Chaud hry s sought a
declaration thet the appointmems of the two -:-Fau:h
were degal, uncorstitutional and mads hdas, alleging
viplatiors of the MAB Ordinance, 1999 and a lack of
lawful authaority for the appaointments

Thae petitioner claimed that the appointment
process  |ackod  transparency, morit ard g-:-l:-l:l
governance, alleging that the requirements of
comipetitive sefection and public adverticernent had
nat been fulhfled.

He has requested the court to set aside both
appointments and direct the recovery of salaries,
url‘q:-wum:m and othar benefits received from the public
exchieguer, with the mmount to be recoversd in the
manner applicable to arrears of fand revenue. sess et

Pakistan. Maldives vow to
curb illegal immigration

Minister of State for Intericr
Talal Chaud hry met with Maldives
Interior Minister Ali Ihsan on
Wednesday and both have
discussed strengthening bilateral
relations and cooperation in internal
security, law enforcement and
efforts 1o prevent illegal
immigration, human trafficking
and organised crime.

He =aid Pakistan wanted 1o further strength
en bilateral cooperation with the Maldwves in
internal security and law enforcament

The ministar of state said closer contacts
and coocperation between the two countries
wera nacessary to address common chal
lenges. ncluding illegal immigration and
human trafficking. Talal Chaud hry also con-
weyed Interior Pinister Mohsin Magvi's assur-
ance that Pakistan would extend all possible
support to promote bilateral cooperation
botwaen the two countrias

He said Fakistan was ready to fecilitate

afforts: aimed at strengthening coopara-
tion in the relevant argas.

During the mecting, Maldives
Intariar Manister Al lhsan said
both countries could effectivaly
addrass tha challenges they
facad through mutual coopera-
tion and joint rts. The moet-
ing tocused on opportunities bo
strangthen coordination

Curing the meeting, the bwo sidas
held a detailed exchanga of wviews on
bilateral relations and ways to cxpand
cooperation betwoan Fakistan and the
Mtaldives.

They discussed promoting mutual assis.

=

tance to prevent illogal immigration, = batwoen the two counthas in
human trafficking and organised crima, with argas of shared interest, particu-
a focuz on closer coordination to address S arly - intarnal  socority,  law
these shared challenges. - J-l‘r enforcement and the prevention

Talal Chaudhry said Fakstan of cross-border  crimes.
attached importance to Zpecial Secratary
SaCUrty cooperation Intarior Shoaibo
and the sxchange of Akbar and other
OXpEriENCos with relevant officials

friendly countries to
promote poace  and
stabil ity in tha region.

wora alzo present
at  the meeting
MEVWSE DESKE

ATC seeks

arguments on
Swati’s acquittal

bn Ant=Termonsm Court (ATC] on Wedresday sought
arguments from the parlies on en acquittal appsication
Fed by Pakistan Tehneek-o-Insat (FTI Semator- Azam
Swmti in the Sangjar rally caseagainst FT] keeders.

ATC Judge Tahar Abbaz Supea jzsued notices oo the
acguittal applicaton and dirgcted the partios o prosent
thair armgumenis. Durng the hearing, Azam - Swati
appeared before: the cawrt and: filed the appdication
searing his acguittal in the case. The court adjpumes
hurther proceedfings until Movember 12. & case against
FTI' leadars has. baen registered at Sangjani Folice
Siation under provmions of the Anti-Terrorism Act

Beil pleas in kidnapping of Chinese
natianals:  Ar Anti-Terrorizsme Court (ATC] on
Wednesday rajected tha postrarrest badl appl ications
of four suspects armpsted in = cass imolying the
kidnapping af fowr Chinese nationals from Sector F-10
of the foderal capital

ATC Judge Abual Hasanat Mubammad Zulgarmam
srncunced the dedision =fter heasng arguments from
both sides. During the hearing, the prosecuior
ubmitted that Be suspects had allegediy kidneppea
tha Chinese nationals tor . ensom and demanded
pagmant in Bitcain. Ha said the police had conducteag
an operation and recovered the hostagez

The prosecwtor further agued that the suspects
ware part of an organised gang rwvolved in dnapping
far ranzam. After hearing argaments from both sides,
the court reserved iiz verdict and suosequantly
dismissed the baif appl ications of afl four suspecis.

& cemp has boen regisierad at Shal imar Police
Station under the relevant prowisions. of the And-
Ternorsam Act, palice said, HBWS DESK

IHC bans shisha cafes until rules framed

The court further observed that the federal
governmont had not finalized the proposed
Shisha Rulas 2023 despite the passage of
considerable time. Tha draft rules had
repaated ly boen returned to the concarnad

The Islamabad High Court {IHC}
on Wednesday imposed an
interim ban on all shisha cafes

ﬂl’lél"ﬂtiﬂg within the federal miniztry for revizion by the Cabinet
capital until relevant rules and Criarieisiimin horr: Ll etine i,
The cowrt said the !

requlations are final ized and
enforced.

proceadings had been
initiated after repoatad
judicial gatensions and
me=urances failad to S

In its dotailed written judgment, Chief produce A final
Justica Sardar Muhammad Sarfrar Dogar regulatory frameworkc
directed law  officers’ to ensure that the Highlighting the
process of framing rules for shisha cafes was  health risks

a=sociatad with shisha P
smoking, the judgment % b
noted that both Havoured ‘\
and plain shisha exposed
us@rs - ko mnicotine, carbon
manoxide and cancercausing
toxic substances. It added that
tobacco smoke alse posed serious
haalth risks to children and other
wvulnerable people in tha vicinity.
Fefarring to Warld Health
Jrganization  (WHOH gui-:lnlinl::. tha
court ohbserved that restrictions on
waterpipe smoking wens neCESSATY in
indoor public places and shoppin
malls_ it noted that watar filtration di
not 2liminate the toxic substances in
shisha smoke and that its health risks
were scientifically established ;
The judgmant further stated that the

completed without unnecessary defay. The
court ruled that the issuance of no-ocbjaction
cortiticates [MCs) to shisha cafes could nat
legalize an activity prehibited under tho law in
the absance of the roquisite regulatory
frameowark. It clarfied that the ban would al=o
apply to cafes holding previowsly issued
MOCs, which would be deemed withdrawn.

Tha court directed the chief commissionar,
deputy commissioner and inspoctor general of
police to ensure implementation of = ordar
and ordared that copies of tha judgment be
provided to all relevant suthoritios

Thia judgment observed that no activity
harmful to public haalth should be permitted
without an appropriate regulatory framework.
it noted that despite an Islamabad High Court
ardar izsued in 2022, the relevent suthorities
had failed to establish a comprehensive
regulatory mechanism for shisha cafes.

abzonce of appropriate regulations cowld not
be troated as m liconse to continua shisha
smaoking. [t diractad that the provision
of shisha st all commorcial
establishments remain prohibited until
W the raolevant rules came into- force,
' 4 warning that viclations would invite
S immediate and strict iogal action.
j [ Dwuring the proceedings, the
petitionor argued that shisha cafes
wore viclating the law under the cover
ot MOCs izsued by the district
administration and that no
offective inguiry orF action had
been taken despite complaints.
Counsel for cafes and restaurants
maintained that their clignts wers
operating legally wnder permits and

MDCs issupd by the competont
muthority. Gowarnment lawyars,
however, submitted that the

commarcial uze of shizha without a

g comprehansiva regulatory
B framework posed a sSorious
i public health concern.,

The court alsa referred to a
E 2018 suoc moiu case in which
% ihe Supreme Court had
R izsued directiong bto  the
g provinces roagarding shisha
g cafes,

The |HC disposed of all
petitions concerning shisha
cafas with tho
& aforementioned directions.
NEWS DELE
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Bypaqsmg the Malacca
Strait -Part |

Pakistan's commitment
to Saudi Arabia's
security

Pakstan has reafhrmed its commitment io
Saudi Arnbea's sowersignty and tarritorial integrty,
declaring the sacurity of klam's two hofiest sites
in Makkzh and Madinah a top prionty. Director
General Inter-Services Fublic Relations Licotonant
Ganeral Ahmad Sharif Chaudhry, spesking to
Indepondent Arabia, said Idamabad would contin-
ua to provide Riyadh with the support needed to
protect its termbory and sacurity. His remarks coma
amid renewed Houthi ettacks on Saudi Arabia and
foars that the conflict. could spresd across the
region. Pakistan's closa lies with Saudi Arabin are
based on io g paliical, econemic and
security cooperation. The safety of the Haramain
Sharifain holds deap refigious significance for
Muslims in Pakistan and around the wordd. Sny
threat to the holy sites would therefore roise sen-
ouws concerns far bayand Saudi Arsbia's borders.
At the same tima, protecting these sifes requires
careful diplomacy and afforis to prevent further
cscalatian.

Pakistan's commitment to Saudi security does
rot automatically settle the guestion of direct mil-
itary invalvernant in Yemen, where 2 wider condl sct
could carry serious  regional  consgquences.
I=iamabad must protact its strategic partrership
with Eiyadh while carefully weighing the: risks of
escadation mnd the nead for a peacaful sattlement
Diplamatic engagement should remain the first
chioice, with any military response guided by dear
commitments and a careful axemment of the it
uatian, Chaud hry said the collective deterrence
miechanism undar the Makkah pact could be scti-
vetad if diplomatic offorts fatled and hostlities
intensiiod. He abo indicated that Pokistan was
providing Saudi #rabia with necessary military
suppori and remained prepared ba asist the king-
dom. Howaver, when azkad whether Pakistan had
recaivad @ formal request 1o =upport Yoman's
imlemationally recognized government, he said he
was unsure. He added that Islamabad would
cxamine any such requast before making 2 deci
son. Protecting Sawdi Arabia and its haly sites isa
matar af great importanca, but Easting securrty
will depend not only on deterrence but alzo on
prewenting 8 wider war. Pakistan should continua
supporting its ally while using its diplomatic nflu:
ence to encourage restraint and a dusable region-

al peace

Danish Schools show
how edueation can
change lives

The mauguration of a Danish School n
istaminbad has brought attention to the rola of
education in helping children from poor families
build better futures, - Prime Minister Shahbae
Sharif became emotional while hearing the sto-
ries of studants wha had overcome hardship ta
achieva their ambitions. Among them was
irfanullah, fom an underdeveloped area of
Balochistan, who lost his father at the age of
five. Dreapite fnancial difficulties, ho continued
his* education after gamining admission to =
Danizh School, where he received fres educa-
tion, accommodation, books, uniforms and
othar basic facilities. He was presented at the
carameony as the first Assistant Suparintendent
of Folice and Police Service of Pakistan officer
produced by the Danish Schools aystem. His
pourney shows kow access to aducation can halp
children overcome barriers oeated by povarty
and I’nmﬁy circumstancas, Children from ramaote
arpas and low-income familigs often struggle o
continua thair studies bacawma thair parents
cannat afford the costs of education and accom-
miodation.

Tha Danish Schools jnitiative, |awnched in
2010, aims fo-reduco this gap by providing
guality educaticn and residential facilities 1o
talontad students from disadvantaged commiu-
nities. The governmant has annouhcsd plans to

and the network through 27 new schaols in
differant partz of the country, including
Balochistan, - Sindh, Ehyber Fakhtunkhwa,
Islamabad, Arad Jammu and Kashmir, and
Gilgit-Baltistan. Tha plans also include Fs9.8
Eillion for 11 new schools in the 2025-24 budg-
at, a tuition-frae Danish University in Elamabad
and modern laboratorses for information tech-
nolagy and artificial mielligence. Thase pro-
posals could widen access o aducation, baut
thoir success will depend on timaly mmplemen-
tation, adequate funding nnd strong owarsight
EBuilding schoaok alona is not enough. The gaw-
arnment must ensura that institutions hawe
qualified teachers, good facilitics and a =safe
learning environment. Admission: must also
reach deosarving children without paolitical
fevour or discrimination. Education should not
depend on a child's birthplace, family income
ar sociad connections.

The changs in
infrastructura
poses the patential
to split ASEAN and
divida its ten
mambers
sceording to &
geographical
divide. Tha
mainland countries
of Lags, Cambodia,
Myanmar, and
Thailand are
becoming
Incraasingly
integrated into
morth-sauth
coordination
chains that ara
enchared in
southern China.
Far thesa
governments,
playing host ta
transit corridars
providas grest
infrestructurs
invesimeant,
revanua from
transit, and
support from
Baijing. The
aconomle future of
these states is
becoming tied up
in the continant.

When talking
sbout the greatest
vulnerability of the

Indo-Pacific
region, the
discussian will
always be related
to the Strait of
Malacea, This is
because this
watersway carres
almast &40 parcant
of the global
marktime trade as
well a3 most of
China's oil
imports. The
Malacca dilemma
has baen
identifiod as a
potential problem
that might arise
during wartime.

Mew cwmrend infrastricture-suidy =
Myarmar's pipelnes  and  Thailand's
Land oridge-is bypas=ng the Malacca Stmit
rezhaping Southoast Asin't geopol itice By
ercding the tradgitonal trage moncpoly of
mantima states ke Srgapare and Malmysis,
these Chinese-tecind projecis threaten
SSEAMN - contrality by creating a divde
between  continental and mantime mem-
bars. However, relying on sovamign land
rowtes indroduces fresh valneratil ites, mens-
hy shifling ziralegic rsis acmss the inda-
Pacific rather then eliminativg them ansindy

When fal king about the grewtest vulner
abi ity of the Indo-Facific region, the disos-
sion wil aksays be reeated to the Sirait of
Malacca. This ic becawse ths weteraay car-
ries amast 40 percent of the global martime
trade = weil &z most of Chine's o imporiz
The Malscca diemma
hias boen identified a=a
potantisl problem thet
might. - arise’  during
wartime. in that case,
the naval power wourd
block the passags-ard
mestrct oooEs bo st
fzin's energy | cupply
weithin weaia

The oy tanskerms:
tion oxuTing in the
Southeast Osisn regon

- 2R~

a

being undermined dus to different overand
mutes. The most sophistcated one is tha
China-3yarmar Eoonomic Cosmidor (ICMEC].
The nireteciue camidor, which includes
the port of Lyackphyu in Myanmass Rakhine
State, dol wers oil andl redural gas fom the
indian Croean 1o China's band locked Yunnan
Provinme, bypassing the Stait of Malsoca.
Degeite miemal conflict i Myanmar, the
port- construction proceeds under the 50-
yoar concession granked 1o the conscrium
o by Chinese state compamy CITIC E1r|:||.|:|
The pori is conzidensd the most efficient
by bo thio Indian Ccean.

Cn the other hand, the Thai govermmen:
hes fmriched the 328 hillion  Lsndbridge
project. Whie aoendoning proposals that
dato back cenhunes and imsciee the diggirg
of a canal thmosh the ¥ra leshmus, the gow-
emmen o aimrg at the
constnction af doep-san
ports in E.:n:ng_ located
in e ndaman See; 2rd
in Churmpnan, locatsd in
the Guf of Tankin. This
will ba |'nked by a large
Fighweary and rail network
for tha af-un:ﬁrg. trarz.
poetation, and mEnsding
of camo contsrees aver-
lerd, cistting three 1o
four ey from the ouse

at present doss rod mourd  the  Malay
inwohe  naval  power Peninsda With oidding
Rather, it rmobves a bik NISAR KAKAR sot for 2025 and 2024,
|boredolisr project - thet o it 4 i Bengmk & meking
aims ba get rid of the R Y L effarts  to bring in

zirmit altcgethes This
I:!r.:||r:~;'. b bemn
aunched.  duf. 1o

arel & BS Engl ek stuclant at
Chimidel-fzam Univarsity lslamabad

Chingze, Amorican, ard
Middle Esstam irmost-
miants irio the schome.

Beijing's  socurity con-
comes a3 wall 28 the reed tor foneagn dicect
imyestment in manbsnn Soulheasi Ase
These oworiand franspost prosects haws
often been colebrated a3 the victory af ooo-
nomic comnechvity, but they have intmo
duced a rew cement in the geopoliios of
the region

The ultmale offect of bypasing the
Malscca Sirait lien in #he 1:-1 that the dipl-
matic -=rd stradegic keverage of martime
Southeast Azis hes bsen scuemly compro-
mises

For mom than ha¥ s ceriury, |#bars
countries o the streit-Singapom, Malmysia,
ard Irdonesia-hesve enjoyed a special geo-
graphical advantage. Thair monopaly on the
mzxor brada roule |inking tha indian and
Pacific Coeans eruned their direct invlve-
ment in giooal trading pol icy and Hie seou-
ty =yswem. Particulady, Singapone hes rel iad
on the geographical monopoly of that coun
try &z tha main prndple for its eoonomic
tucpess and fofeign podicy.

Nowadays, the merdioned morapaly =

Thiz & in eddition ta
tha exparsion of tho crozs-border Ewmasian
rad syssems Froight =éway lines from
Curmming to Vientizng and then i3
Bangkok encl beyond o Malaysia ano
revolrlioniring the way high-value, tme-
critical ==rgo . mowes aco= continontal
Azia By maving high walus-atoed eight
from shioping ports to iransshepment. ter-
minak and owerland i, such prosects not
arey augment but also dispeace the oo
wentiorial frade moutes:

The change in mfragtrechune pases tha
potental to split ASEAN ‘apd Dvide B ban
members accordng to & geographicel
divide: The mamlsid countries of Laca,
Cambodie, Myanmar, erd Thailarg am
becoming increasing'y integeated into rarth-
south coordination chains thed ane anchama
r southem Chira For these gowernmants,
playing hoat o transit corigors prowides

reat nlracirictes mvesiment, ewens
ram  tranzit, and support from Beifng. The
eoonormic utune of these staies = becoming
tied up in the continert
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The Flawed Logic Behind Trump's Operation Economic Outeast

On August 19, 2024, Presigent Trump anncunced
the kaunch of the mosi crshing eoonamic operasion
talkom against the enomy and theeatened fran with an
"Ecopomic CeDay. " Following the snncurcement, LS
Treesury Seoetiary Scott Besseat announood Opereticn
Economic Chitcast against kman to iscéale it econcmicalle
iran has proved io be a2 strange snomy of the United
Sinbes, as many American precideniz faced the political
repemussions of their filed stste-
g ageenst iran

Fresedent Carter facea & heoslage
ohsis in 1979, which wtimatety resdlts
ed in his feilume to get eewcled a3
mresident. Eimilarly, Presidort
Chama's nuclear deal wos critcized
ty Congmess,  end  Benjamin
Reotameahie wias irvited by Congress 4o
AMgUE agairst tha doint
Comprehenswe  Flan of  Adion
WCFOAY. In the same  marinor,
Fresident Trump  boested  befoms
ladnching 2 war against Tebran that
tha Americen mildery might be an
owormaich for lmn and WWashi gt
wauld crush Iran's military prowess in

ARESHA FATIMA
BUKHARI

Thewar betwean Iran and the Us-Sraet axis vwas start:
od with the aim of regime charge in Sehrm and 1o pre-
vent Iman from aocguiring rucloar weepons. Afisr woeis of
fightinig, Fakistan ard ather Musim countrios, induding
Turery and Eqyot, brokered oceesefine berwesn the war:
rng parties. In Jume, the dipomstic effors by Fekistan
resutad in the "slsmabea WOU" whidh wes soen 8z the
ord of tha var by the world

Fowever, due o key unrezosed
izsues such @ the Srtune of the St
of Homwuz, Isreel's war in Lebanon,
and |ran's niclear pooram, the talle
cowd Nt remdit in the end of tha war.
To increase prestuee on |fan to accepd
the Amencan ierms 1or ending the
war, Washingion has changed jts strat
Egy —mhirg salety on military
might ta fooming on economic war-
fare and & r:ualghi:-d-:adc' o crippia
the kansen eoonomy and iscéate i

Current. Economic Reabties of lran
Under Mawal Blockade

The oument Maximum  Soapomic
pressume by the Tnrmp adminisration

Ao time: Arpetia Fatimia Buchan 2 a8 started ngainst the backdmp of an
mudeni of misrmations elationz EnnCUncomer oy ébdalnazar

Cionaid Tnemp i Matiersd Daferss Uplyareity Hammat;, tha gowomos of lran's
"Donald  Trump® Gage Central Bank. He wnoate a letler Lo the
Skigmone is boermed under CC 3Y-54 Eupreme Loader of b=n ard infomed
LQ him about Sie curment otuation of tha

Howower, the nxth month of the ran-US war &
about to end, and there is no [oreseeatda end of war
axcept for 8 disupied world eoonomy erd another mis
itary astback for the most powedul ssmy in the warld.
After the failuns of the misary campaign against lm=n,
the rew economic war lsunched oy 'Washington woudld
alzo il becausa 5 5 mome of & Bireat o the credibadiy
of America rather than bran, &z it will fall short of being-
mng desired pol itica! cutcomes in lran

Frorn Militany Campaign to Economic Wardane

iranian acoromy. Accarding bo Hemmati, the o paports
ol fran heave aimost siopped due to a8 naval blockads by
fArmarica, ard the sconomic silustion i worsa than in 2018
wher Domald Trump started sconomic sanchions agaimst
Tefran.

For example, in June 2026, Imarian. oil exports
dropped o thigir towess in six years. fccoeding o mports
from |'|:~ intwiligence firm Kepler, Iranian oil exports were
araurd 2 milicn tamals par day beloe #he reval Diocy:
g, which hes been reduyced to 300,000 Samels, Tehran
w5 parning amound 6 bl ion from oil gaports, which has

deceaned ta oo then F800 miion,

Wiashergion, which 'would cormwert coonomc pain nio

Econamic Warfar at Drwer for Further Miltary Criss

Operation Ezonomic Ouitcast iz beneficial far
Weashington, but Tehran considars it & throat, and becauss
of thiz, Irsn wodid oecalste the war o mompe Amenca
back 0.2 miliary campaign By focking on ecorame
wmnctiors, Amerca zaves the coat of mi=iles and muni
tions. For exampie, one Shahed done used by Tehran
costs 320000, whio one Fairot mboroeptor missile of
Americe ootz 3 mizion

Mormaver, it will mduce Foe o American forces, =2
the LS has alteagy lost 13 seriicemen, and Yyeshingion
wil not be reguired to send ground boops o Tehran
Howaover, for Irerian sirategic caloulalicns, it leads io &
cost dispanity, &5 |ranian mismies snd drone attacks have
proven cosily oo Armenioe and its allies, For these easons,
Tehran waud be mom willing o eccalate melitardy ta
colnter American coonamic pReIseE.

Iras has eamed from the war that it can oulies
drnarican mil ary might. and it notaies on capacity to
misfiay LEing drones and mssies. . Thenefore, militan
ezcalation by fran can create & compulsion o Weshinglon
to resort o a militany campaign, which i now the lass
thing the Trump adminstaton wanls cocawss an noees-
ing riombar of the Amedican people 2rm now questianing
the refionaie for the cument van

The Umits of Economic Coergion

additonally, the sconamic pressure on i i3 aimed
ot gnabling key policy changes conguche to an ond Lo
the war Presidert Masoud Pezechiian has accepied the
Economic waes, bul the oollapss of the Iranian eoonomy
s predicted by the: Trump adminisization is ot mminens,
Thoro ane.twa ways by which Wasninglon cean uz=e eco
nomic warkan to bring aboul pal iy charges in Sakran

Firstly, thare must be an economic ircentive alang
with cconomic pressue 0 momped the fenisn goverre
ment o change ¥t course, &5 was the case in the JCROW,
fdrofer way to bring about oesied charges in lran's
political coculus © to bepek the Iranian capacity o boar
the chocks af medimum soonomic pressue impaosd by

poiitical pressum. The carrent Amarcen strategy i
locused on the seoond option, but this would not brirg
fuithd resutts bacsate Iran-has converted ils eoonamy
inta a srvival ecanomy

Crude Oif siorage
Cn.lh"..'.hl".ih:mg-m Stitts" by A Tr=n B licormed
et CCBY-HD 20,
iy natonal acoromy collapzesif people stop asing the
natioral curenoy, menihy nflatior hils 40-50%. and =t
least 30 percent ot the population has oo swcesy 1o
food. Howevar, the Iranian Foonamy & nowhore cloge to
those figares. According to Hadh Kahalzadeh, an emnom-
ic axpert on Iram, the ourency devaiuation in fmn hes a
manthly Fflation mbte of aourd 5-& percent, and & &
uriikely that irlatan wif reach the Sareshald of 20 por
cant. Similary, amuna 10 cemcent of poople i lran A ia
sutromne pave riy, which ks not claso be the 30 percerd fig:
ure sat by the 'Worid Food Frogram. Eased on thesa ootk
maies, the economic pressure by Washington will cartain
Iy make ¢ronomic matior worse for imn, but it wi fail 1o
bring desied poficy outcomes
Tha Miming Link in Amesican _-1.ra|:-:'cr_|-
bngaher drawback of the cooromic warfas sirategy
oi the Trump adminmtration agains Iran i the exdimion of
Iran's lifetire, China, from Ooeration Econamic Oulcass
Baijing is tha mejor buyer of Irardan oil cuports and hu:."
BO% of Erarvan ol wq:-nrl_ Arpoming o Kepler, Geiirg
boughit 500,000 barm ks of oil per day i August 2005 from
lran, |mn hes deweoped a2 system whors sanchoned
tankars trem Tehsan transfer oil to ursanctionea tankars,
which transfer it 1o Beijing
iaditionally, the: Trump administation wants igood
relafions’ with Besing, aad o [z uncartain whether
Wéashington would sanclion Chingoe bankz, which am
engaged in trade with Tehran, The Chinese gowenment
darounced the curment econamic ooeration and temed it
"urrpasonabie &rd 1n-u.:| Maoreavar, Teqvan i1 wing the
Chinaze yuan as an albzmatve to the US dobar. which 5 a
mapor hundle to tha 2 iwangas of LS sanctions in iso-
latireg ran
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Maother tongue education

Asistotie’s timeless wivdor, "Wl begun = Helf
oone,” ty encapedlnes the necent stabormars of
Syod Sardar Ali Shah, Minister for Education & Literscy,
Culire, Toursm and Antiguities, Sowemment of
Sindh, 1hat teeches most toach in the mothor o
guage.

Wihat corstitutes & “well begirming” in educaticn?

Az Minizer Shah cleguerily sosened, "Learming
far u= began from our mothar's b when tha St Lan-
guage we heand was our mother bongue. But zodety
supocs U3 to loam the lingua frans to get ahead in
Iife It & |iner taking dictafion from colonial outume.

Tha logic & compedling: iFa child's school ing oom-
bz in the wery. languege. be fist heard in hio-moth
£r's lap, comprehansion becomes immediate. Mo men-
tal trarglation = regdired. When the begimming is Aghl,
halt $re battle of lbaming & al=ady won,

ThE & nct merely an emoticral appesl; it = empr-
ically walidated.

#coonding to UNESCD [2008], 40% of dhidmen
globally face scoecs o education - e language they
speak or undertand: Rescanch shows that ddien
metrcied N Hheir mother tongue duang the early
grades mehicit & 305 lower oropous rate and amuie 2
second [engusge =x tmes facier

Smvlarly, the World Bank's fandmars repoet, Loud
and Cloar [3021], revoals that 37% of shudanks i low
and midd ke-noome coundnes ane ught in & lsnguaage
they do nat compreherd. The inteduction of aven ane
loeal language & a medium of insinaction can mpowe
boaming outcomes by 20 o 30%:

Paxiztan's comtext & pariculany alamming. Cezpite
being home o 72 langueges, oo fomal edhiction o+
tom ubl izes orfy twa or three. Ressarch by the Eritizh
Council Paiztan indicases that n mgiors of Sndh and
Khyber Pachiunkivees whemn Sindhi and Pashio were
mtzined 25 the: medium af rsinuction ax the primany
lzvel, profcienoy cwven in English improved: Momaver,
teacher demonsirate ithmo times mos confidence
whan teaching in theif mother tonoue,

Yok, wea parsist with & Fewed boginring. We mposs
Engi ish for 18 yoar, and our students mmain unabie 5o
conzinict ban moharent sontences

Minister Shah was thersfore justfed niemming the
Singie Maticnal Cumiculum ;. "camiciium martal laa”
and in directing privete schooks 1o atricthy wea Sindh

Texibook Board-appmved Unow and Sindhi textboois
ard o epponit treined bnguage eachers.

AT A ASLAM

Lahore

The moment frustration met
patience

want o express My appredation for Pakdstan's
méz N promobng dislogee. botwean lnen end the
Uniled States ot a time of serouz mgional tensiors
Whan oouriries eman bdked in pan® ict, ceen & smal
opporiunity for communication: car help prevent e
ther oamlation. Falostan's atilky to maniain relations
with both sdes eflects ihe importance of baanced
dipkoracy and patent engagerment.

E:'mll:vrnn::,l & rancly a0 ey process. CDferenoes i
pol iticaf insomosis, security concams and natiorel proe
ities can1 make regotiatiors difficdt When are side
beromes fustreted or decides o don away’ fom dis-
cussiors, the chances of reaching an egreement may
epocer slim, At such mamenis, the mbks af medintare
beomes expedally important. ‘Rather than alowing
disagreemonis o end commumication, they must
ereciurage both sdes o remain ergaged ard explane
possibia solutians

Pakitan's moportsd wokement. Ino diplomatic
etlors with ban and the United St highlghis the
wabe of mamEining ommunication oeen when =
oz at high. A country that can spesk to oppasing

The baok effectively
links the past with
the present-day
chalienges, Brands
connects tha warld
wars o the
conbemporary
conflicts in Ukraine
and tho Westarn
Pacific and malkas
theam a part of the
sacond Eurssian
contury, Ha
balznces this with
geapaliticsl
thearists like
Mackinder, M.uluh,
and Spykman and
censiders thelr work
B3 stratagic
lramaworks, not as
absiract theories.

The mast significant
and primary theme
of the book |s that
Eurasia s the pivot
of the warld arder.

Basad on the
wiltings of Halfard
backinder, the
ploneer of the
Heartland theary,
Brands malntaing
that the possessian
of Eurasia has
always bean the
mast canclusive af
prizes In world

Brards tawes an approacn o fomign palicy
besed on & comibination of histancal =chola=hip
zrd policy meperiance. He i© the Henry A
Kesrger Ctingushed Profesar of Global
st Johps Wopking Echool  of  Bdwanced
Inbeeratonal Shadies (SA15] ard = kg o el ised
mesearthey, palicy anadyst, and commentator with
the dmarcen Ertomprise Instituie and 8loomberg
Cpinion. HE works, sudh == The Twilight Strugglec
Wrat =z Cold 'War Teaches Uz sboudt Great-
Poeer Rraby and Derger Zone: The Coming
Confl ict with China, J'm'.'a longstanding intersst
in evoiving cyniamics of goopol itics. His ooviows
pocdione - Bs. the  Spedal
femimanl o the Secrolany of
Dekne in Stetegc - Flannng
end the lead author of the
Commisian on fhe Matianal
Dofence Straiegy gave him
fami iarity wish netiona soounty
imstibatiors, ard bz position o
the Foroigr Adsirs Poioy Board
ol the Siate Dapariment ind-
caies the cortiriation of polioy
mokEmEnt.

The most Flgrlﬁ_am and
prerary. theme of the book &
that Eumsia & the phot of the
vaorol oroes. Beced on the waits
e of ‘Hallord Mackndar, the
pionoar of the Heartland theorny,
EBrands maimiaing that she pos-
sosmon of Eureca b abways
boan the most corchebe of
prizes i wond maltics: The &

Cantre for

EZBA WALAYAT
KHAN

Erba Yiisfmyat Khan ic a
Reseanch Azsstars at the

Cecunity Shodies (CASS] Labar

eatabiished by the West..in the micd ke of e pic-
fume. B China, whoso smonomc poser, assertives
nes N the Sauth China Sea; conflict with Inde;
ard carm tao Tawan ndiocabs regions pmq.
and ani aim o irarsform global govemence noan
authoritanian manno:

Lesiby, the-fourth shame of the book indicmes
that e of hstory &= oitical o $e pes-
ent. Eirands says thee the plight of the bwenticsh
cerruny hotds Emeliess lessors for tha cemooacias
af today. Autooracies that see't hogemony within
Eurawa can sworrually inigger stong antishoge-
monic alisnces. egainss them, though the out-
COmoT roman urcesian. Thur,
the’ mzponse of democratic
inirez o emerging chak
erges wil be dotermined by
their |:q:|-u|:|t:|r to leam the les-
sonz of Eurmson power strug-
glen af tha et 120 years ad
spply themn o the borbuient
worla ot the huturme.

The boak effactively |inks
the past wesh the presant-cay
challenges. Brands connecis
the world wers 1o Se corteme
porary conflicks in Ukraing
arad the ‘Weosterr Pacinc ard
makes them a pert af the sec:
ond Eurssian cembary He bak
ences this with geopal il
thoonists  like Wackindsr,
Wshan, and Spyoman ard
conziders theirwark 2= sirate.
gic framoworks, pot 2

Ausroipinoe and

stirhuted fo the iact Zhat the
rogion hms o dspoportionats
sharm of tho glotal popuiation, ndustnal poten-
tmal, and netural escurces. Brands a==ris ikat &
dominatt power or ooalition: based 0 Eumasia
coutd apply that stengsh o poject powar workd-
vdo, coorming even othor democraces = sy
In the wordk ol Mecknder Srards described
Btz as a spece unl ko any other,

Tho sotond teme B iket $ie struggles of
Eurazians are not regiona bal giobel in scope-and
implicationz. The book expioees the major wars o
the twentioth corury, such a3 the twa dead iest,
Veorls War | e Werld War B, == well = the Cald
Wear Tna author s=ys the Cala War wes nomific for
developing regiors, 2= it remuted in smal wars
spaming regians from Elmpe wo Ase, Ao, and
the Americas for hegomanic struggles. These can
flica throwghout Burssia 1 mary sgpects, oan-
tribured o the: lormation of today's contemnporany
vwiorkd and {iheral ceder. Momover, Brande
gspimins themn 2z batiles of power bobwoen
suthartarisn states. which warded o dominats
Eurasia, and demccratic sl isnces, which aimed 1o
masintain sianility and awert authoeiaran ruks

& third theme & the oycd ical confl ict of authos

sdes iy I'dp recla rnr:.md-:lrsl.md-rq- ond ‘creais : . iarian land powess and dermocradic masitime
i politics. This i i ks -

opporturities for peecoiul solitions Such & rofe alliances. imperial Comany, Mez Somary, impe-
requnes patienoe, trust and an undesianding of diffes attributed to the u japan and the Sowiet Lrion wanted to contrl
ent pal itical pecpectves. Mowever, dinlomalic cedi- fact that the ;uglun Eusmsia, whemes offthoe powers | e Britan and
biiity carmat b esabiizhed through & single meeting hias & tha U5, with tontineraa padnars in many cases,
or statement. |t develops over fime through consistent memed. This iordency, Bmnds posils, persiis
corduct, et far inbemational commitmeniz and = disproportionate  iodse with an "miz of mtzcracies” coanecting
Wil ingness to work towards shared infeneois. Pakistan share of the gluh.al China, Fussi, Iremard Marth Korea 14 &' matan
meet contirue Sostengthon fhese qusl fies i & wants ontilathen, ool alianoe, but is finkad by mutoel opposition
%o play a meaninglul roie i nesching regional gispaies. - pap ! ageingt the UE ard is Being stengghened since

Fpacotul negotiatios aka serve irberests boyond industrial potentisl, e Rmien rasion of Ukmine with susteined
those of the courdries orectly moked: Regonal con- and matural sctions of Irenan spmrnetnic stmngths sich 25
#irt can dizrupt frage, incmasa onagy prices and Ce- P drores, Mmissiios, prooses; Moty Kooosn - armemur -

&% urcoriainty for milliors of peagle.
BEENISH BALOCH
Cuetia

Protest

s and Movements

Tha march by PTI
was then
postponed until
Dctobar 4, 2026,
But despite the
postponemant,
containers weare
kapt at & numbar
of strategic points
around the capital,
such as Faizabad
26 number, and
other key entry and
cennection points,
Cost was a
significant
consideration in
tha arrangements,
The rental of 1,550
containers alone
cast Rsdé.3 millien
g day, police
sources estimated,
adding that the
cast of all the
security measuras
ig likaly to rize
after tha
postponement,

taon, and Chirese soonomic support. This @ soen
by Brands to be a sbruchra! change and nat & tace
tcal cooperation; posng A challenge 1o 1he adar

awtract thoories Brands & of
the view that Bma and again
Euramia hes remnained at the coee of globel eairy,
ard o give his arqument an efecive namative
strength, he wmes historcal =cenes, sudh =3
Semamy n 1917, dapan in 1941, the Soviet
Unicr 0 1P47, and Russia n 20228

Smulianecusly, the policy crientaton of fa
boak can be inteprebed by the medes i a diffor
ent way. Srands cautions aganet the cengers of
authoditerian bigs for Eurssen primacy urges
cemacaoes o ipem tie hm:r-'n‘pa:.'tsl:ugg:-r
YWharses some people will rd this agument con-
windng ard fimety, others may pencive it a3
ovemmphmeng the srilarbes betwoen the pact
and the presank Thmoush 1his, the book = both
thomush infs historioal syrthess and practive in
23 pol iopfoousod perspective shat will lbolb raisa
rquiny and conformplation. The boor B rot with-
out iz |imitstoms. it = largely based on an
Arrerican kere Tho namatve & e rcksus of the
soenry of mgional acon and gives no Space ho
norivesiem waices There &80 ocwememphass o0
goopcdiiics as well a3 gecgraphical determinim,
&t the oozt of other facsors | ke ecoromic inberde-
pordence, oyber, and trarenatioral Bzues like ol
mate chi and pondomics Such d}rﬂ-l-:"
might mi? £ in Madkinderian ressoning, bul
they ‘ane' beooming ‘mone and - mane cerdral 1o
modam pol itice’ Likevése, the framing of the bock
o democmoy versul sutocacy may Smpldy b
tory and obccane thet demooaces heve some-
times oractiond coerdon or impenalsm, and thee
the alliances in war ane ofien deeply morlly
smbiguous. Momowar, oy emphasiong tho soaio
of Edrmia, the industral sstion of $e mgion, and
= natier resoUmes, e adthos sucports an estab-
fished ixct sbaut $ha central ity of the regian in e
global poaws  dissrbution.  SHhough well
copressed, this statement ropeas @ woi-known
corecept of Srefegic thinking instesd of being a
now Thomnedation

in Pakistan:

Containers As A Political Signal-Part IV

2023 Protast Viclenoe and Cradkoaen

O dlay o, 05, formeer Prime Minisar imran
fhar vims aested, whith 'ed to widespread prosesis
by FTl spporers hroughour the country

The desarbances wem farfrom codirery pal kical
protests, a5 mome slements af $e deturbances
rechaded buming, confortation with secunty fores
sttacks on putdic poporty, ard
srtacks on militsry and other sor-
nitve stallations such a5 the
Gerem| Hasaguisters [GHD) in
Rawalpind ard the resdence ol
ihe Lahore Corps Cormmandes

h esporse, the: auhorities
maouried & fweepiyg crackoowe,
nchuding fionands of amesh
and cnminal dhanges aganst po-
te=tors and FT1 lnadkrs and wonk-
os, ncluding the Stting legisl=
o= The gowemment a'to began
o prosoouto cviliams suspected
of attacking rnilieany establich
menrk, urder the ausnices of L
which wiould kave led o thair trial
n military oourte Human-righs
groips, such  es.  Amnesty
ritematicnal and Human Rights

AZHAR ALl

Arkar All kald: & maztee's degrae
in Denalopmen Stusies s has
suwy |5 yeurn ol axparancs i fha
Srvalepmen) selar

Frobests were oganacd outsde offices of the
ECP Sgereianat, prowrcidl offices, ard offices of
Retuming (Officess [ROs] in different cities aound the
munire However, tie ECP donied allagatiors of
alectoml imeguiantes, pointing to the g thee the
alection tzall came with. & host ol imegulartios,
reciuding deleyed madls, $he ntemat gong on and
ot during pol| ing day, and ale-
getors of ngging widespread
throughout the coumtry,

The protosts fslea o brng
socut & ompese change in
the gerami alaction and dd
not miog the formation of 2
new fodomal gowemment On
Wach 3, 2324, - the  National
fzmembly  elected.  Misn
Wuremmad Shefbar Shart s
the counby's 24th elecied
prima minisier on the beck of &
milition besed on & daal
botwoen FMLAN, Fakitan
Fecpse's Party Fartismertstan
{FFEFL, 2nd cgher pofitcs par
tiez ard ndepondent @nd-
dates who secuned the genenal
| L

Wiaich, condamned  mil ibary
oourts for chilien traks 2nd ques
ticred the guaranioes of dus procpes and i trhak
Tha protests oid not ficed S0 the ieece of Iman
han or o the withdrewal of legal and pal Rical
actiors aganist e On the montrany, the epscoe was
& Sgnifcant gscalation of the 3 betwoen FTI
andt the Stata imtubora

De=pite the large. scie of the mooilwatan, i
mmedata oojoctive wen not achicwed, ag bmren
Kian wos rot seleased from ustody foliowing the
pratesie |rstesd, be confroniation eswean FT and
the si=te intercfied. The apzode &l had sanown
cgal, pofticy, snd nstituticnal conseguences,
rchuding . mass anests, pospcubions, o prolonged
corfrorintion betascer FT] and sisie inskbtiors, ard
the tralof chilizns in mil itery courts

Frokests

The geneal Electicn in Fobnany 2128 ushered in
anathor pofitical protest wave, especaly Som FTI
and iz wpporters:. FTI accused the alection of g
ifarios and manipulafionof the clechon eess and
aomanded reestigations and mmegial measunes. Az
per the FT, ther candidsios wem tared Som pas
lidpating in and attand the clecio acinites inther
corstitencie:

The alectoral -argument,
howmver,  kopt it wery much
slive in the political debate of Pakiztan, with the
questions regarding sieciors! administmation, neau’ts,
trasperency, and complant moesssl mEmanng
pofibca contestatians.

The mmediabe objeciive: of the protest was not
achiovea, and them was no wholessle reveras! of tho
ahection results or change @ the fedora! goverrment.
A5 .5 bmad cormequence, the election sadminstration,
reaulls, tarmoeamnoy, ard deal ing with alleged imeg-
alarities came to be & permanent pol dical and st
tudional point of contergian

Movermizar 224 March

drgther Wardh on Elematad, FT1 2gan mified
s supporters o amabad, demanding the mleme
of ¥air lasder imran Khan and ofher jaied party
ladars, & well & the mesigretion of the govemment.

The party alzo ‘condemred the - alaction n
Fobraary 2324, highvi g the imegulsnties in the
moll, e lled for Fization o acdmss that Ezue.
The gosemment in samebsd odesd the doploy-
ment of palice and security persorine|, Tichiding 2
number of paramiiitany froops, and closed moads 0
lamiabad ard surounding areas, while arso proh bit-
g puitd ic gatherngs in $haso ames.

Theese wen clehes between  pofesies ard
seouty fores an the protestam drew near the capi
ol The protest wes |sior withdrmwn, and the mejor
dernands (lmran Kamn's misane and resigraton of
thie goveremere] wees not Allec

The immodiate objactive wee achicwed prirnck
pal's demards not accepted. Boed mmifimtors: &
fodowed & trand of mam poiitical probesis towad
Elamabad, exiersne secunty meaoses, dashos
behwaren protosters and socurity fores, end the core
firved poditical debate surmunding the GE-2004 ard
Imran 8han's poditaon

klsmasad & onoe again caght behind corfain:
ors it SoptemberCictober 2026, The oovermmend
stafed preparing loe srother FTI mobiization
towerds isarmebaa in Sepiember. 2026, which waz
al=n dore o A wide soale. The chipping cortsiners
‘wesm sot up At sirteqic pofrds, and on the way otha
Red Zone, extm soosity forces wee doployed =
Elarnabad and its nearoy ammes

Vihile the govemment claimed that measunes
‘wee taken 1o erous oublc order and socunizy, FT1
saw its mobi iention & & pal itical campagn w@lling
for the eioese of iman Kharl

The |damatad High Courl [HC) alss tock up the
popgsed potest InCthe September 18 ordar, the
court hed nied that sctaitien that culminsted i
inhirgemen: of dteers’ fndamenial fighta would be
a breach of the Constiution. The adgment high
lighted the mparsne of a balsncs beteeen tha
rght 1o protest ad ‘ciirers’ Aghls b freedom of
micrement and acoess bo essonlial seniods.

The imarch by FT1. was then postponed anbl
Cricber 4, 322 Bt desrite the ‘postponement,
monteiners wene keps at & number of stretegic poins
aund the capital, such &= Fagabeg 25 umbes,
ohar ey entry and conrection points. Cost was a
aignificant considaration i the orengementz. Tha
rereal of 4 550 contaners alone mst R3ds.S million a
day, police sources esbmaied, adding thal the co=
of all the =curty moeunes is likoly o rse afser the
postporemant. Some schools in the capiial have abo
beon ompietely ciosed becass thoy hewa boan
ternporanty oocupied 3o acrommodete: police pars
sornet Droughs i from other provinces

The prepamations alse impacted the goods-iare-
port malstny The All-Pakicten Goods - Allianca
LAPGA) claimed shat amund 2, 700 vohides ard their
oews were iaken into- ousiody by the polioe in
Elmabad and Punjab for ume in biocking the mads
Soma wehickes ara cevws were stll oetsred; soma
drivers’ documenss, mabide phones and keys wem
momfizcated, =mid $he 3l isnee. Suen £ the ward af the

trarsporiers, and thess Pgures and allogations
thouid not b tekon az independent fact=,

The 2024 opoode s wleds the e of
Elamabads dhames and iz lagacy gong beyond
oppazition i $ha govemment, Comsequances aof the
use'of containers and wide-mnging sedurity doploy-
rrentz mey impect freedom of mowment, tanspard,
oxnmame and [ife 0 the aptd and sumondi
regians. |t aka reveasls the romeasing irrpu'l.annarl:ﬁ
the management of pol itical orotoat nod oty 2s°an
imsua ‘of political mobi ieation and pubdic order; bt
also one of constitulional righis ard the Doader
City's cporations

From the Ancerd Sirks o the iskemated Dhama

Whether & & ‘ofective |abour withheld the
sanch ol years aga by workeTs from Deir el-Medinaor
palitical crmrans that hawe wisbed Samabad over
and ower again, collaciive action hes boen the sourme
of pressum on authontes o take achon over griew
ances. Whis its man ons, whother stres or
comonstrations, long meamhes, ci-ins o codended
dhamas, have shifted, the ratonale has not Whan
pul sical ar instiutiona: amangemenis & Deen a3

.mmlrulmrgﬂuﬂ:ﬂ‘m s,

H*:l:r,'-:-' Falirsian, however, ricicates that suc-
e and faiune in protest depends on osher facios.
In =ome movements, mmediata aciion was realEed
s as the 17280 movenent ied 1o the- msignation
of foab Khen; the 1980-21 Shia potest bocameo sic-
cewiul erd the exerption from compulsony Takad
was granied, b Levwyers' Mowvoment seshored tha
depoced judges and te Z0TT Fazabad sitsn madt-
od :ig'iﬁl:.:rn monoeiore. Tithers, such = MRD:
04 P git-n, (L-F bzaci March, 2022 PT] mabd
saticn faipd to real ipa ther misn domand

Hizwower, § rm:[amw:mtmhrﬁb-t-m
impect of B protesy. The 1997 PNA movermest @ en
pxample of how ihe political gosl of achiviing o
deimed cutmome c2n have ramilications ihat sxtend
boyond the profsstess’ demangs, in thi cae, the
remnova of Bhita and the establ shmens of mi itary
e On e other hana, mpotor; scbons can have
‘pol#ical legades’. The WIRD minfomod $he demo
cratic oppasition bradition, and the practice of mas
moiilizarion and prolonged st geew & an instne

menit iof pofitical pressure. Thens are, . twa
corispquences o be cvalistod: tha rrr"n:du'!n goal
and wider cormequences. The first Guestion concerrs
the pateryt to which pfnlnrlnvr"l'u:dﬂ't'rl:hrrﬂ'l:l-'
med, wihila U'ﬁmqmtnn'nl:rmm'ﬂu
im of the mobilaation ar pafitical behawiar, an

i discowre, ar the metitutons of the siate ard
oni the sistiorship between citirers ard tha sbie.



shift global view of
country: Ahsan Igbal

Federal Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives, Professor Ahsan
lgbal said here on Wednesday
that Pakistan’s diplomatic role
in promoting regional peace
and upholding international
law had earned unprecedented
global appredation, calling for
major reforms in post-Second
World War international
institutions amid escalating
regional conflicts.

Speaking =t the Conclave tited ‘Post
Us-lren  War - Feace & Economic
Driaendz tar Fawstan', Igbal cescribed
the institutiona’ strictune establ shed
after the Second Warld YWar =5 present-
ing a‘picture of “defedt and desclation”,
arguing that institutions created to sorve
specific purposes wese no longer Being
uzed accondingdy and had copsequent.
ly become ncreasingly irrelevant bo
contemparary requirsments,

The minister called for mape
natomms i0 bring these instilutior in
|'ina with emerging giobal meal ities:

He =sd the region was passing
through & pericd of orisis and oonflict,
wiAn instability that had long aflected
parts of the Middle East ir:Lr:irg Litnya,
Iraqy and Sy, gracuslly moving closer fo
Fakiztan. Dewslopments meoking Iran, the
Sulf mgon and Saudi Arabia, he wemed,
were bringing #he theeat of wear noar
o, weth pofantialy sarous con
ICOUENCES for the rego.

The mirster also
pointed to signs of
ool itical instabil ity m

|

India, reecalling that india hag underiaken
what ha tormed an aowenture @ 2025
apparenily calculeting that Pakistan's
gcaromic Crisis wouka undormine s
defence capabil ties and weakon s
national resolve, allowing Mew Delhi to
gxplort the sitbation.

Hiorwewer, no said, Pakietan's gpfenoo
rstfutions, under the lesdership of Field
Warshal S5 Mianin, had nesporded officc-
twely bo Indie’s actions, soouring wnat he
aesribed a5-8 doar victary. lgtal ssid that,
in neary 80 yoam of Pakistan®s histary, the
tountry had not achipved a witioey against
India - comperabie to its suocess in iha
“Battic of Hag™ Refeming to the conflict
tetween ran and the United Siates, kgbal
zaid Pakistan's diplomistic engagement, pas-
tularty through its embassy had brought
the country 1o the contm ol miornational
atiention Mo =id ho could not eoad anoih-
er perod in his | itetime whon ‘Peketan had
received such extersaa global attertion
sbrotcherg fmom the East so the West and
fram the Urited Staies 1o Sosiralia

Ha  said the paositive response fad
gxtended oeyond political leadem fo

intemational media anrganisa-
tions and broadoasters. &l
Jazpoera, the  BEC,
CAN,  Hritish  and
Eurcpean chanrals,
and Jepaneza and
Chinese modia owt-
latz had all highlighs-
pd Pakistans rois, ha
naied, sadng that
the oountry= diplo-
matic pngagement
ihad attracted ation-
fign . ecrass the
v F bl B DESK

of terrorism. KP

uplift top priorities

Kinyper Pakhbunkhwa Govamor
Faizal Karim Kurdhi on ‘Wednesday
said thal eiiminaton of Sermorsm
and ansunng sustainabls dowelap
ment were the prowincial govenr
mant's top pricstien,  directing
ommissoners ond doeplty comr
mussianess to performn ther dutioz
with dedicalion ard oreumn visbio
mpmowaments i govemance and
Pt ic o rvice del ivary:

Chairing & meating of & .cam
meSsionETs and doeputy  Comemis-
ziorors of the province, the
Govermar ssid that although the
change in  gowemment  had
oought new prarities, the admn
mtrative officers wene fully swes of
thair resporsicil ities,

Ho said negligence N dawal
opment projects would not be 1ok
arated and stressed the noed or
tmely compietion of public wel
fae scheme: io accslerate the
Dince' s progress and prospericy,

The Gowemor said operations
=gairst illsgal encroachmeniz had
alpady been launched acrozs the
peoince and. drected the district
saministrations to adopt & zenoeto)
erance policy agaist ercroads
merts He ako instructed officalz
to pay special extentian to cleanli
ne=s and take eflechve messurs to
transiorm Khyber Pakhiun ks inta
8 clean and groon prowinoe Unger
tha Ciean ard Grean P vion

Kindi directad tha distrc
sdministrations bo adopt a0 operr
daoce poixcy for recohing public
rszises andl erure thie reguiar haid
ing of aopen oourts  [Khall
Katcheraes) to address citizers'
gripvancos promptic

Ha =ad the perfarmarce af
district aominisirations should be
viztle on the ground thwmough
cffective coordination with all gow
emment cepartments

The Govemar announced that
& caget oliege would bo esteb-
lished for the childen of madys
end rgod depuly commissioness
%o discharge their regomsibilies
with commitment and etficiency,

He ako dirscted difrict
adminstratons to peay an actie
role in srsurng %he sucoess af the
upcoming  ant-polio campaign
fhmough afective monionng and
emphasined sirict implernentation
af the gosemment's mm-icferance
podicy aganst corniption.

The Covamor m=ked. the de-
trct administrations 10 submit
practical proposak for improving
govomance end administrative
affairz 3o that public problems
could be adarsssed more ofifecs
theale During the meeting, com-
mizsicnes presenicd suggestions
for improving: ad minstate afais
at the diwsional lowel. The
Govemor said thesse recommenda-
tiors wenz important 1o strangth-
cning . govermance and membing
public ismues and thouid be gven
serous consigaration.

Free |land for Pakiztan
Sweal Homes Cadel College:
Moarwtide, Cowsmer Kundi said
that prowiding guality education
and & bnght huture to the childen
wers ameng the government's oo
priories, ad-:l'ng that the '.-.'l:-'an:-
ard patroreqe af the childen aof
manyms wes a colectve national

oot by, doddressing shudents
af Fakistsn Swoet Hames during
b wigt o the Govemor House,
i Cawamor annaunced tho prowvs
sign of fnee govamment lard N
%hyber Paihiunitwa for the ostab

shment of & Cadet College by

Fakistan  Swosl  Homes  snd
Fledged fufl cooporation with the
weltans crganization

Chairman of Fakistan Sweet
Homos, Tammurd Khan (M),
dondrs, taschars and shudents
were &= precent on e accEsian

The: Gowemor paid tribute 1o
Zamurad  Khan for dedicating his
%o to the' education end welfare of

grphaned and  wrcerorvieged
children, saying that Pakistan
Swaet Hames was rendaring

cemarkable sarvices by providing
qual ity aducation, traning and a
betier uture 1o desering childmen
across the country.

He ==ia the provincal govern-
ment had directed in s first seours

Thuraday, Dctober 22, 2026

NATI@NAL

Pakistan’s peace efforts Kundi sets elimination

ty meeting that the chiden of
colico martyrs- shoukd naver be
neglected. He mecalled that within
48 hours, & mmprehersive welfam
package hed been anrounced for
the childrer of police martyrs,
whic dedicated funds weme ofso
twing estabiizhed to support their
education and wel-boing

Hio saidl the secrifices of martyrs
weTE A price’ess natonal a=ot ang
that canng for ther families was a
shared responsind ity af the stese
and scciety. He also nefermed 1o tha
F=1 million dowry fund anncunoed
lor the daughtbers of martyrs as part
of afforls to provide. practical sup-
port to their tamd iz The Governo:
said Fakistan had restoned peace
through the colectve effors of =1
stapaholdors, the Pamisian Army
and other =cwity forms durng
200E-Z03, noaing that the joumoy
tor lasting peace had boen resumicd
through' wnity and cooperation
amoreg & inctitutions. HEWS DESK

Pakistan faces
$565bn climate
_Wlundmg sap:
Shezra Kharal

State Min=ter tor Climata Changa Cr Shezra Manssh
Al Khar: Kharal zaid on Weanesday that Faicsten will need
an cctimatea $£3545 billian in imvestiment Hﬁ'E-JE'I 20E5 g
mewt s climete commitments, whie |imited fecal spece
and gaps in internations dlimaie finance pose major chak
langes to implermenting its langets

Addreszing a r':-l.r\-:ll'l:lk' "Pre-Cop3T Mutisake hakd:
er Corsultation” shead of Pakisians participation in ‘tha
3ict Canferenoa of the Fartio: II:"“F""1 in Aurvislya, Torkive,
the state minEtar said- the country needed a we'l-detined
negotiating position on adactation finence, b and dam-
aga, and the climate risks fsced by s mountainpus
regions.  Pakistans  third  Naticnally  Cetermined
Cantrbution {NDC), sabmitted in Seplomber lsst yoar,
cammits ghe country 1o roducing emasians. by 50 per oon2
agerst- proecied levels by 2035, comprsing 2 1Tec
arcondtional eduction and & futher 33pc conditonal o
intemational sipport, she said

The mirizter pointed out that these commitments
came at & time when more than £0pc of the country's ew
erLes wand being spent on dabt sand-
iing, leavirg limited fizcal space to
nanoo Climate action "Th-: gap
between thoes two Hhings & what
our negolistors an 5ot io closa,”
she ‘said, mfeming o Pakistan®
climata commitments and itz
fnancial nsimints.

With the regotiating brief for
COP31 being finaiised acnoss

cevoral munistries, Dr Khaml

] acknowlsdged tha
sbeenice ot a8 formal madh-

anism' through  which

- proswencial - instiutans,
t universiies, youith

orgenisstions and

affected  communities
d coufd contrbute avi
dence ard  rocom-
mendations o the prooess. She said the conferenoe offered
an opporiuety o dewelop an evidencs-based position
oo the negotiating I:u'in:'I'Fw:: hrel iced, rathar than issie
necommiendations efier the defegation edumed,

On adaptation France, the minister highlighted the
grcortanty surounging a commilment made 21 8 previous
dlimate conference to friple adaptation financo by 2055,
zaying the final feat oid not spacdy the beseline againz
which the increaze wauid ba-measured

Sho tited adapiation fnance of 824 billion in 2023
sgarat A commament of 330bn by the curment year, whil
the #ssessed annusl mguirement siood at 53100n The
besol ine acopied for the proposed increase wouid debar:
mirz the extent to which the commitmert trenslstea no
meaninghul financial suppor for winorable courtries such
a: Pamztan, she said. The mnster elqo dwew attention to
the dis |:|:.|I:.I betwoan the resaurces silabla I:"m:u:l' tha
Fund for esponding to Loss and Dermage and the finarcal
recurements of courtries seeking assistance.

dccording o her, the fund had eoeived 1746 olighbia
proposals from 199 countrios seaking £2.8bnm, while £342
mill ion was availatie for it pikot phese. Pakisten had suse
metted fmoe guests iotsling 358m for agricutiumal
removery, dimatesresiliant health mysters i Balochisian
and tho rehabilitabon of flood-dameged fisheries i
Knyoer Padhiinkiwa, she maid. Mo allocation -had bBeen
made to the counirg’s roguests, while the fund’s first allo-
cation dedisions wone empocted in Decernber, after
COPLY. Dr Kharal said kalt af the funds rescurces had
boon mserved far least deweloped countries and small
island deupioping stabtes, laaving Paiostan to compote for
the remaining shang with other developing countries out-
zida those categorics. HEWS DEIK

Maldives First Lady seeks
health aid from NIH

First Lady of the Republic
of Maldives, Mrs. Sajidha
Mohamed visited the
Mational Institute of Health
(MIH), lstamabad, on
Wednesday and expressed
interest in future
collaboration with the
institute n the fisld of
public health.

She was warmly rocefesd Dy
MiH Chie! Emocutive Offcar Dr.
Mubammed Salman-and senicr offi-
cislz, who brefad her on the instis
mwite's key diwizions, including tho
Cartro for Cispase Control h.DCl
Pubdic Haafth Laooratory Diwvision
PHLLD), Mutrition Diwizion, waccing
productson fedlities and Allergy
Cantre.

During the viit, the First Lagy
alzn mured e Public  Haalth
Emergoncy  Dperations Captm
[PHECC] &t the COC, whese che was
briefed on the roal-time operatonal

{zation ot the Mational Pubiic Heaith
Survoillance System Ceshooand
The briafing highiighted

Pakstan's capabilities in discese =

weillsnce, manitarng emerging hoaklin
threats and  coordbrating amegency
public health resporses. M Sajioha
Monamea sppredated MNIHS comme-

ment to protecting public hoatth ang
commended #s advanced - infrastnac-
{ire ared inshtutionsl capabil e

She akbo supressod intemst in

oxpionrg averoes for futune coopere-
tion with MIH to sirengthen pubdic
hoatth ' collaboration  between  the
Waidives arg Pakistan, NBas pesE

Honorary doctorate conferred
on Maldives President

The International lslamic
University klamabad {IIUI)
on Wednesday conferred
an honorary doctorate in
Politics and International
Relations on President of
Maldves Dr. Mohamed
Muizzu, in recognition of
his distinguished public
sarvice, leadarship, and
SOCI-SCONOITC
advancement of his
country, as well as his
contributions to the
Muslim Ummah.

The honorary coctarate wes oon
fered on the Makdivian president at
the t31th Specisl Canuccation held at
the Frime Ministor's Holse, following
tha . adelegaticn-lgue!  talks  and
exchange of Mollz between the twe
mdes to dooren bilateral ties acmss
multiple sactoms:

At the wmeilation of Prime
Minster Shahbaz Shard, President
Muru = underaking & throe-olay
steie visit to Pakistan accomparied
by First Lady Sapd ha Mohamesd, and
& high-leves -:Iﬂ:g:l:l:-n EOTEEng
cobinet minisiers and =omior. offi

cials. Thiz iz the it wisit by s
Mardivian President to Pakizizn in
cloven YOS, coinciding with the
£dzh armiversary of tha ectablizh-
mient of dplomatc relations i 1948

The ceremary was- stiended by

Promg Minkter Shebbex Sharit, mem-

berz of tho federal cabiret, delege-
tion membess ot the Mafdivian
Prozident, Rector of BUl Professor D
Snrred Sasd Alshmed, snd serdor
gowvemiment afficiak. The degee was
asmarded an bohalf of President Asif
&li  Lardari, in - his :apa:ll} a5
Chancellor ara Chasman of the
Board of Trustees of the (IUE

Prme Minisiar Shehbee, sccompa-
ried by the I Bector, presented the

honomary degree o President Muizu

Readinrg tha citabon far the oon-
lerment, Vice President Scadamics Dt
Nadeern &hmed Sheikh said that the
dognes wes confered 0 recogniton
af Fresiders Muizzu’s - distnguiched

pundic sorvice,  leadership, gover-
ranoe retoimns, Institubonal dewslog-
ment af hiz oountry, and his dedica-
tion to upholding Islemic walues, pros
moling jstice and equaliy, and his
contrbutons to the Muslm Lmmsh
In his memacks, Prosideni Tk
Mohamed Muiznu recslled recoiing
his doctorate 17 years ags, stating
that receivirg this recognition from Ul
was boyond anything he could have
omezonad at the ime. KBS b

Accused In
Multan boy’
death killed in

encounter

Thea suspect acoused af nunning aver and Ratalby injur-
ing 8 1&-yoar-cid boy nt Maltan was killed noan 2flegea
erccanter with the Csime Cartrod Cesartment {CC0) in
Bahawalpur sardy on Wednesday, pol ice said.

The sspect, idertifcd as Taugeer, had allegedly
escaped fom palice custody whils on mmand, & CCO
spokespersan said. A Waltsn court on Tuesdey granted
pal iz three=clyy physical remend of the suspect. The sus-
E‘EI was accased of hitting the viclim, who wsed 1o work

r him, with his @r ina private housing sociaty.

He was aresied on Monday and presented befora
Judicia! Magistrate” Saadia Azam  on Tuesday.
dccarding 1o the spokesparson, the CCD personrel
attempted o stop two individuadls riding a- motarcycle
cn Bahawalpur’s Morthem Bypass when an ::-u:ha'lgl:- ol
Fee pnsued, oaving the suspoct dead, ©n Tuosooy,
polion requested a 1d-day physical remand of the suss
pect for investigation. However, the
jdicial magetrate granted ihe
poiice- & three-gay memand. AR
tha time, Multan City Falice
Cfficer [CPO} Akhtar Faroog
said while spoaking to tha
meadia that -raids wers I:||:~"|lg¥ “
condwcted. far the arrest of a
second muspect "We all are in Sl
deep pain,” the CPO =zaid,
adding ihat tha orphan boy had
baen - "sibjected to - bar-
barity”, . The LCCTW
footage of the incident
shows 2 boy running
om tha road afier spat-
ting & cae. The car is soen swenving-and chasing the boy,
even tually hitting him. The bBoy, whe fell, then rams ina
the gate of & nearby house and dies on mpact.

& case wes regisieed on the sizse's bahalf at Musan's
DA police slasion The fist: information eport [FIR|
namoed bwo suspecis and rwoked Sections 302 {intenticre
al murder] and 34 {acts aone by several persons in furthar-
snca af mmmon irsartion] of the Paldstan Fonal Coda,

brocarding to the FIR, the tonage boy had been
wiosiong for the suspacts and weas baing trained 2z an
cloctrican, Hie couwmin teld police that the ooy heag
reported ly faced vinlonce and theeats by the specs,
the FiR said, adding that the 14-year-cld was flesing
when the suzpecks pursued him in & car-and &it him.
Fiodico-arrosted one ot the suwspecis while the other
escaped, the FIE siated. it addad that their wehicle hed
boen takan inbo custody. BaA

PM extends
felicitations to
Luca Niculescu

Prime  Minister Shehbaz Shanf, Weadnasday,
extanded his sincere felicitations to Luca Miculescu
on his assumption of the office of the Frime
Minestor of Romania.

The prime minister, on X account, also aspressed
his bext wichas for the new Fomanian prime mdinister.

“Pakiztan highty values its longstanding Friendship
with Ramania | is my earnest hope that our bilataral
relations will further strengthen during the deys o
come,” he further added in his post. MEws bess
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Pakistan,

Malaysia

first ladies stress
women empowerment

First Lady of Pakistan, Bibi Aseefa
Bhutto Zardari MNA, met with First Lady of
the Republic of Maldives Sajidha
Mohamed at Aiwan-e-Sadr today.

The two First Ladies underscored the
importance of women's empowerment,
youth development and greater people-to-
people engagement as key pillars of
Pakistan-Maldives bilateral relations.

Welcoming her Maldivian counterpart,
Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari expressed the
hope that Pakistan's warmth and hospital i-
ty would make her visit memorable and
further strengthen the longstanding bonds
of friendship, mutual respect, shared val-
ues and Islamic brotherhood between the
two countries.

The First Lady expressed satisfaction
over expanding bilateral cooperation in
education, healthcare, culture, youth
development and people-to-people
exchanges. She emphasised that both
countries share a commitment to advanc-
ing women's participation in public life
and creating greater opportunities for their
education, particularly through vocational
training, leadership development and eco-
nomic empowerment.

Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari commend-
ed First Lady Sajidha Mohamed's distin-
guished professional journey, particularly
her leadership role at the Maldives Food
and Drug Authority and her contributions
to the public health response during the
COVID-19 pandemic. She also appreciated

her initiatives to empower women and
youth, significantly reduce school dropouts
and support wvulnerable communities
through innovative initiatives.

The First Ladies agreed to strengthen
mutual cooperation in women's leader-
ship, education, skills development,
tourism and hospital ity, modern and cost-
effective agriculture, entrepreneurship,
public health, social development and
youth empowerment.

Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari reaffirmed
that women's empowerment, poverty alle-
viation and maternal and child health
remain among her foremost priorities. She
highlighted the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), launched in 2008 to

|

carry forward the vision of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, as Pakistan's
flagship social protection initiative, provid-
ing financial assistance to millions of vul-
nerable families, particularly women.

She also outlined the transformative
impact of the Benazir Nashonuma
Programme in addressing malnutrition and
childhood stunting during the critical first
1,000 days of life. "Our objective is to
ensure that every woman lives with dignity
and economic security, and every child
receives a healthy start in life," Bibi Aseefa
Bhutto Zardari stated. She observed that
greater exchanges among students,
experts, educational institutions and young
professionals would help forge enduring
ties between future generations. NEWS DESK

JI announces third wave
of anti-levy protests

The Jamaat-i-Islami Pakistan (JI)
announced on Wednesday that it will
launch the third phase of its nationwide
protest movement against the petrole-
um levy on Friday, with sit-ins planned in
all districts across the country, according
to a press release by the party.

The government currently levies
Rs114 per litre in taxes and duties on
petrol and Rs100 per litre on diesel.
The Centre and JI had agreed to form
committees in early September - when
the latter had planned a nationwide
strike - to recommend measures to
reduce the levy. Wednesday's press
release by JI said the new phase of
demonstrations would begin on the
instructions of party chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman, and that the
party's clear and firm demand
remained the complete abolition of
the petroleum levy.

JI claimed that the government had
made no further contact regarding a
planned meeting between Rehman and
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, which the
latter had offered to hold.

The press release recalled that
Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal and the
PM's adviser on political affairs, Rana
Sanaullah, had contacted JI Vice Emir
Liagat Baloch to convey the premier's

message seeking a meeting.

"Both sides had agreed that their
respective committees would meet to
work out a schedule for the proposed
meeting," it read, noting, however, that
the government had made no further
contact after that.

The party stressed that Rehman had
already claritied that the agenda of any
meeting with the prime minister would
be the abolition of the petroleum levy.

"The JI emir has warned that if the
government continues to delay action and
refuses to provide relief to the public, the
matter will be decided through street
protests.” It added that the JI's campaign
against the petroleum levy would continue
nationwide until its demand was met. On
Aug 16, the JI announced sit-ins in all the
provincial capitals of Pakistan against the
petroleum levy and had called for a nation-
wide strike on Sept 3.

On Sept 20, the party launched a
protest march towards Islamabad, warn-
ing that if the government failed to abol-
ish the petroleum levy, the protest could
turn into one to oust the government.

However, on Sept 22, the JI emir
said his party, whose convoy had
reached Multan, was postponing its long
march at the request of PM Shehbaz,
pending a meeting with him. NEws DESK

Shaza unveils plan

for Al-powered =

public services

Federal Minister for
Information Technology
and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja
has said Pakistan is
building digital public
infrastructure to

ensure that artificial
intelligence (Al) services
are scalable, inclusive
and trusted.

Addressing a panel discus-
sion titled "Enabling Digital
Government Service Delivery
through DPI and Al" at the
Global Al & Digital Summit
2026 in Seoul, South Korea,
organised under the auspices of
the World Bank, she thanked
the World Bank and shared a
key lesson from Pakistan's expe-
rience, saying that Al was the
final layer, not the first, and that
an Al model was only as good,
fair and trustworthy as the infra-
structure supporting it.

“When governments skip the
foundations, they do not get Al
in public services; they get pilots
that never scale and systems that
citizens do not trust,” she said.

The minister said the real
question was not which Al system
to deploy, but what needed to
be in place before Al could safe-
ly serve every citizen.

Highlighting Pakistan's expe-
rience, she outlined four key
foundations for effective Al-
based public service delivery.

The first is digital identity,

which enables an Al service to
identify the person it is serving
while ensuring that citizens
retain control over who can
access their data.

She said the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) already pro-
vided verified identities to more
than 100 million Pakistanis. The
system was now being extended
into a digital identity framework
capable of authenticating citi-
zens online and recording and
enforcing their consent.

Identity, she said, enabled Al
services to be personalised with-
out becoming invasive.

The second foundation is
digital payments. The minister
said many public services
involved financial transactions,
including social protection trans-
fers, subsidies and fee payments.

Pakistan's Raast instant pay-
ment system, operated by the
State Bank of Pakistan, provid-
ed the public payment infra-
structure needed to deliver
such services.

She explained that when an
Al model identified a household
eligible for assistance, the pay-
ment system could turn that
insight into actual delivery.

The third foundation s
secure data exchange. The minis-
ter said Al-based government
services could fail when data
remained isolated within individ-
ual ministries and institutions.

Under the World Bank-sup-
ported Digital Economy
Enhancement Project (DEEP),
Pakistan is building its first
national Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI) stack, with
WASL serving as its core national

data exchange layer.

Through WASL, institutions
will be able to share data secure-
ly under clearly defined rules.
Every transaction will be authen-
ticated, encrypted and logged,
while citizen consent will be
incorporated into the data
exchange process.

On top of WASL, the govern-
ment is also establishing a citizen
"Super App"” and the National
Open Data Ecosystem (NODE),
which will provide researchers,
startups and Al developers with
lawful access to public data.

The fourth foundation is
data governance. The minister
said the National Data
Governance Policy, issued by
the Pakistan Digital Authority,
had been designed from the
outset to establish a single
national framework for classify-
ing, sharing, protecting and
publishing public data.

The framework also pro-
vides for visible and withdraw-
able citizen consent, audit trails
to hold institutions account-
able, and a clear principle that
Al should support human deci-
sion-making rather than inde-
pendently determine anyone's
rights or entitlements.

The minister said these four

foundations would collectively
make Al services scalable, inclu-
sive and trustworthy.

Outlining the government’s

future roadmap, she said
Pakistan was building its Al layer
on these foundations through the
National Artificial Intelligence
and Emerging Technologies
Development Programme
(NAIEDP), which included two
key components.

The first involves procuring
and providing public computing
capacity to ensure that Pakistani
data is processed within the
country and that the resulting
economic value remains in the
domestic economy. The second
is the development of Burag,
Pakistan’s own large language
model built on Urdu and
regional languages, to make Al
inclusive for every citizen.

Concluding her address,
the minister said building digi-
tal public infrastructure first
might appear to be a slow
process, but once established,
it would make every subse-
quent Al service faster, cheaper
and safer to launch.

"Pakistan has chosen this
path, and we are grateful to the
World Bank for walking it with
us,” she said. NEWS DESK

Ulema reaffirm support for Haramain,
Saudi Arabia’s security

The Tazeem-e-Haramain Sharifain
Conference has reaffirmed its
commitment to protecting the
sanctity of Makkah al Mukarramah,
Madinah al Munawwarah and the
two holy mosques, while
expressing sol idarity with Saudi
Arabia in safeguarding its security,
sovereignty and stabil ity.

The conference, jointly organised by the
Pakistan Ulema Council and the International
Tazeem-e-Haramain Sharifain Council under the
leadership of Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mehmood
Ashrafi, brought together religious scholars,
political leaders, diplomats and representatives
from various walks of life in Islamabad.

In its joint declaration, the conference
described the protection of Haramain Sharifain,
Saudi Arabia's security, unity among Muslim
countries and the protection of oppressed peo-
ple as shared religious, national and humanitar-
ian responsibil ities.

The participants paid tribute to Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir for his efforts to pro-
mote peace and unity among Muslim countries.
They also supported the Pakistani government's
diplomatic and defence initiatives aimed at safe-
guarding Saudi Arabia's sovereignty and pro-
moting regional stabil ity.

The declaration strongly condemned
attacks by the Houthi armed group targeting
Saudi Arabia, civilian populations, airports, crit-
ical infrastructure and visitors. It called for an
immediate end to such attacks and effective
measures to protect civilians and sacred places.

The participants said the security of the
two holy mosques and the protection of pil-
grims performing Hajj and Umrah were collec-
tive responsibilities of the Muslim Ummah,
adding that no compromise could be made on
their safety. The conference expressed full sol-
idarity with Saudi Arabia under the leadership
of King Salman bin Abdulaziz and Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, reaffirming
support for its sovereignty, territorial integrity
and legitimate defensive measures in accor-
dance with international law.

On Yemen, the religious leaders stressed
that the Houthi armed group should not be
equated with the Yemeni people. They rejected
attempts to portray the conflict as a Shia-Sunni
dispute, describing the Yemeni population as
brothers and sisters deserving peace, dignity
and humanitarian support. The declaration
called for unimpeded delivery of food, medi-
cines, clean water, healthcare and education to
people affected by the prolonged conflict. It
also reaffirmed support for Yemen's unity, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, urging interna-
tional institutions to help ease the humanitarian
crisis and advance a lasting political settlement.

The conference endorsed defence coopera-
tion and mutual security arrangements among
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye, saying such

partnerships should focus on deterring aggres-
sion, protecting sacred places and strengthening
regional peace rather than threatening other
countries. The participants also maintained that
negotiations with armed groups must lead to
genuine and sustainable peace. They said dia-
logue should be linked to an end to attacks
against civilians, respect for the law, accountabil-
ity and credible commitments to stop viclence.

They opposed any use of negetiations to
legitimise attacks or allow armed groups to con-
tinue violence, stressing that the same princi-
ples should apply to all such groups regardless
of their identity or location.

The declaration urged Muslim leaders, gov-
ernments, religious scholars and institutions to
strengthen unity and mutual understanding. It
called on the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation, the Muslim World League, the
United Nations and other international bodies
to take practical steps to protect civilians, facil-
itate humanitarian assistance and reduce
regional tensions. The participants also con-
demned sectarian incitement, hate campaigns
and the spread of misleading information on
social media, urging religious leaders to pro-
mote moderation, mutual respect and harmony.

The conference concluded by reaffirming its
commitment to strengthening Pakistan-Saudi
Arabia ties, protecting Haramain Sharifain, sup-
porting the people of Yemen and promoting
peace across the Muslim world. Prayers were
offered for the security of Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, an end to suffering in Yemen and unity
among Muslim countries. NEWS DESK

Pak-Maldives agree $200m trade

Continued from Page 1

Signed in 1960, the treaty was brokered
by the World Bank and governs the distribu-
tion of waters from the Indus river system,
allocating the western rivers - Indus, Jhelum
and Chenab - primarily to Pakistan, which
relies on them for most of its agriculture. The
three eastern rivers - Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej -
were allocated primarily to India for unre-
stricted use.

India announced in April 2025 that it was
placing the agreement "in abeyance" follow-
ing a deadly militant attack in Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir that New Delhi blamed on
Pakistan. Islamabad denied the allegation and
maintains that the treaty cannot be suspend-
ed unilaterally. Pakistan accuses India of pur-
suing reservoir, expansion and diversion proj-
ects on rivers covered by the IWT in violation
of the agreement. Addressing a joint press
stakeout with Maldivian president following
delegation-level tal ks in Islamabad, PM Sharif
said that Pakistan had conveyed its position
on the treaty at international forums, includ-
ing the United Nations General Assembly.

“Our position is clear. Water is a lifeline
for humanity, particularly for lower riparian
countries,” the prime minister said. "Let it be
known to all and sundry that any violation in
this regard will be regarded by Pakistan as an
act of war." The prime minister said Pakistan

had "serious concerns" over India's decision
to place the treaty in abeyance and strongly
objected to what he described as the unilat-
eral violation of an internationally binding
agreement. "Pakistan's position is loud and
clear, beyond any doubt, that legally binding
treaties must be respected, and shared water
resources must never be weaponized or used
as an instrument of political pressure or
blackmailing,” he said.

Pakistani officials have said in recent
months that they have witnessed unusual fluc-
tuations in river flows, while Islamabad has pre-
viously said that it would not let New Delhi
restrict the flow of Indus waters. "Water flows
in every canal, river, ocean and sea, carrying a
message of prosperity and progress, not
threats, confrontations and conflicts," Sharif
added. For his part, President Muizzu thanked
the Pakistani leadership and people for their
warm hospitality, saying the visit offered an
opportunity to build a new era of partnership
on the foundations of six decades of friendship.
He endorsed the target of increasing bilateral
trade to $200 million within two years and said
both countries would work to expand trade
and investment, strengthen connectivity and
promote tourism cooperation.

The Maldivian president said the agree-
ments would open new avenues for coopera-
tion in health, education, fisheries, agriculture,
youth, tourism, information technology, polic-

ing and defence, stressing that their success
would depend on translating commitments
into tangible benefits for the people. He also
highlighted plans to expand scholarships,
training and professional opportunities for
Maldivian youth, including cooperation in arti-
ficial intelligence, digitalisation, skills devel-
opment angemerging technologies.

Welcoming Pakistan's support for the
Maldives' tree-planting initiative, President
Muizzu said climate change posed a direct
challenge to his country's security, develop-
ment and future, and called for stronger
cooperation in environmental conservation,
renewable energy and climate resilience.

He reaffirmed the Maldives' solidarity
with the Palestinian people and their right to
an independent and sovereign state based on
pre-1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its
capital. He expressed confidence that the
agreements reached would further strengthen
bilateral relations and create greater opportu-
nities, prosperity and mutual benefits for the
peoples of Pakistan and the Maldives.

In a separate regional appeal, Muizzu
called for reviving the long-stalled summit
process of the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), which has not
held a leaders' meeting since 2014.

"The Maldives stands ready to work
closely with all SAARC member states toward
creating the necessary conditions for conven-

ing the next SAARC summit at the earliest
possible opportunity,” he said.

Earlier, Pakistan and the Maldives on
Wednesday signed a series of Memaranda of
Understanding (MoUs) aimed at deepening
bilateral relations in multiple sectors, includ-
ing defence, IT, cybersecurity, health, educa-
tion, social protection, agriculture and
tourism, among others.

The pacts were signed during the three-
day state visit of President of the Maldives Dr.
Mohamed Muizzu, which is the first visit by
the country's president in 11 years, coinciding
with the 60th anniversary of the bilateral
diplomatic relations.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
President Dr Muizzu witnessed the ceremony
as the representatives from both sides
exchanged the pre-signed documents.

The two countries signed an MolU on
cooperation in the fields of information tech-
nologr, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence,
digital skills, and technology and innovation.
An Mol was inked to strengthen cooperation
in combating illicit trafficking and abuse of
narcotic drugs. The two sides also signed an
MoU on social protection as well as on health
cooperation and between Maldives Food and
Drug Authority and the Drug Regulatory
Authority of Pakistan.

Both nations signed MoUs focused on the
recruitment of health professionals, strength-

ening defence ties and maritime security
cooperation.

With a view to boosting agricultural coop-
eration, an Mol was signed on the subject
between the two countries, besides another
one on promoting fisheries cooperation.

To promote ties in technical and vocation-
al education, an MoU on collaboration to pro-
mote technical and vocational education and
training was signed, while another MoU was
inked to promote educational cooperation.

The representatives of Pakistan and
Maldives also exchanged documents on
MaoUs on cooperation in the field of youth and
sports development, air connectivity, tourism
and in the field of arts, culture and heritage.

The MoUs were signed between the
National College of Policy and Law
Enforcement of the Maldives Police Service
and National Police Academy, Islamabad; Civil
Service Commission of Maldives and the
Federal Public Service Commission of Pakistan;
and Civil Service Commission of Maldives and
Civil Service Academy (CSA) of Pakistan.

In order to boost commercial engage-
ment, an MoU was signed between the
Maldives State Trading Organisation (STO)
and Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP) for
cooperation in trade of agriculture commodi-
ties, food and other products, besides signing
another pact aimed at boosting cooperation
in the field of environment. NEWS DESK
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ICT local polls
scheduled for
December 20

Tho Election Commissicn of Fakistan
\ECF} hes owdered  local govermment
electons in Isamabad io be heid imder the
giisting 2015 law and direcied officiss 1o
famu the alection schodule without furthar
delry, The commission has subsegaently
snrounced that pofing wil take olace on
Deoember 20, 2028

Tho dacsion was anounced aftar a
live-rmemiter commission, hesded ng,' Chied
Eloction Commissionar Sicandar * Sultan
Rsia, hoard 2 case conceming the long-
dolwyed lenl govemment slections in the
fedieral captal,

Dwring the hearng, Special Socrotey
ECPF Zafar igbal Malik nformed the
oammission  that delimitaton hed boen
carmied ouf sx tirmes in ldlemabad, while
alection scheduies had boen ssued on four
CoCasions. The most neoent schedue was
sarounced on Cetocber ¥ 20065, wunder
which polling had beon planned for
February.

Ha tofd the commassion that the
presidential ordirence moued by the
gowemment had sxpired on Soplember 4,
while - the - final delimitation of
constituencies was putdiched on October
1. Despin two remindar letterz to the
Minmstry af Interics, the elevant |zlamaced
ool govemmeni rulee had not iboen
ceovidod. The Minsly of Law had sl
docired o approve the nuies, he soosd

The ECF was nfomed that the federl
oovemmant had yet b infroduce a new
lecal govermmend law, leaving the 2005
legslsticn’ i force. The commission was
therelons urged to procecd with the
olectiors under the existing bww.

Irterigr _ Socretsry, who  appeared
torlone the commiszion, acimowiedoed the
fechy pre=soated ouring the hearng. bat
martained that orooseding. under the
2015 low waould requine the cancefation of
the stocs already taken n the olectoral
e,

Chial Bection Commissionar S5mndar
Sultan Raja cossrved  that holding
olectonrs under the 2015 lsw would not
aflect  the: existing  delimitaton o
manstituences

He expressed mncemn over mepoaded

asurances from the mbenor mineos
mizror xecetary, thiet commissorerand a
miristenial commithos, remarking that the
gavernment's acticns geve the impression
that it did pot want ocal govemment
glectars 1o take place in Slamabad

The chie! wloction commessaner
stressed that the Corstitution requared
iocal gowernment oiechon: ta be hesd n
aordanca with e lew, adding that the
ammiszion had been compefed 10 TR
the onder.

Following. the hearng, the ECP
dmected that the- elections be conductad
ander she 2015 |mw and imgbnocted officials
1 iszue the schoduis the same dag

lnder tho schedue subsequently
mmued by the ECF, palling in klamabad will
e held o Decerbar 20, 2004, from B:00
Ao bo £00 sum. without niaruptian

The fooy ‘dates e &  Sofows
Meovomper 245 Suomesion of romination
papars Mosvomber =13, Serutirg af
nomination paperz November 14-18:Filing
of sppoals agaTat decisiors af mtuming
offican,

December 21 Polling day.

Restrictions  on  transfors  and
postings, as wall as public spesches,
have also boen imposed in ldlamabad
fallowing the anmouncement of the
electian schedule

I & sEparste development, te ECF
fizs  acheouled  hearings on cases
toncerming locs govemnmment eloclions in
Funjab end  cantonmenti boards  for
Cxtober 28

The commiszon has ssued notces 1o
tha Purjeb chief socrotany and pecredary of
ocal govemment regarding the helding o
incal govemment slections in the provinie.

In the cantonment board sfection
rasas  notcos hanve beon imued i the
secrotay af the Ministny of Dederce and
the diroctor gereral of Milgary Lands and
Caronments:

Tha mowe iz part of the commissian's
gfioriz o onsiee that locd govemment
glections anre hesd in Punjab and
canianiment boarg aneas.

The tases will e hoard by th Election
CommiEzion on Cctober 20, s e,

Punjab targets $1.8bn

in food exports

Pamistan's Punjab prowince & tareting
mone than $1.8 bifion in fcod esporis 1o
Saudi - Arahia  Chisf Minaster Ma ngam
Merwax Sharif said an Wednesdey, saeking
an imcrease v rice, tniit, vegotabes and
other farm shipments ta the Kingdaom

The remara came doering €M Shadbs
meatng with Saudi Arabis's Ambasador
ta Pakistan D Rajeh Albogary, which was
tocused  or  bilaleral Crelstionz  and
oxpanding cooperation betwsen the tam
broihery nationz

Saudi Arabia it oone af Fademan's kay
trading pariness in She Culf, with food and
agricultural  esports farming & major
camponent of bilabersd irade, whila Punjeb
accoumts bor @ aigndicant sham of
Pakistan's production of wheat, rice, citns
fnats, wegetables and {wesiodk progucts,

Dwring their meating, the Purjab chied
mirester caded Saudi Arabia the langest
source ol memitances o Paiostan that
conirbuted amound 398 bilion- annually;
oxpresing grotitwde o the  Saudi
lzadershio for their economic and hinancial
support to Fakstan,

"Punjsb  can oecome A rediabds

supplior of Halekcortifed food products 1o

sto K SA

the Kingoam of Ssadi Amtas, " CM Eharif'z
offico guoted her es saying at the mesting.

"Cisomsions were held anisveraging
Funjab's. msourcos  and  patentlal do
noreaso aroarts al livesiock I:r:'c".ﬂ-ul..!l:r_,'.
fruits, and wegeiables,” it added,

In Ot last year, Sawdh Arabia and
Fakiztan agreed to launch an economic
cooperation fremewod to strengthen
trade and irvestment tias during Prima
Minister Shehbaz  Sharif's wsit Lo
Riyadh

Both countres have enjoyed Ciooa
mations jor oacades and have moved 1o
brmadien thesr cooperation in mecent yoars
In 2024, Pakiotan ond Sauci Arabia sigred
id nl:n:-ra'ldLn' ol urdersTancing
Mol worth 32,8 bilion ecrass mutipie
sechore

During the meeting,  EM - Shadt
st rongly condomned Houthi sttacks an the
Kingdom and exprezzed regrel over the
ko of human [ives in these ascayde

“The poople ot Pakizion ara F'Jriah
stand showder to showder with (tho
Kingdom ol Ssudi Arabis,” she said
"Shared economic ' shength | sursly
iguanniees shoned securihe” HEWS DEX

Petrol price cut by Rs 2.71.

diesel’s

Tha govermmant on Wadnasday
raduced the prce of petrol by B3 2.71 to
e 3TR.17 par ditre, while creasing the
prica. af high-speed diesol {HED) by Bs
031 ko Bz 39011 per litre. The new
pricas will remgin effectve for Thursday,
October 22, 2026,

diocarding ta s pross release issued
by the Petroteun Division, the Cil and
Gez  Reguletary .ﬂ.uthantf' 1QOGRA)
ravised the ex-gepot prices of petroleum
products in line with the petroleum

up by Rs 0.31 per litre

pncing mechanism sel by the Fedaral

goeemment.
The Petroleom Dedsion s=id the
rowision  was  driven by global

developmants, including changes in
Flatis rates, premiums and incidentals,

Tha revised prices will - remain
effectrna for Ociober 22.
The pgovamnmment on Tuesday

mcraased tha prica of patral by Fs 088
to Bs A&202 par fitre and HSD by Rs
10.53 to Rz 389,80 por | itra. MEWs DEsx

Zardari pushes for enhanced
trade with Maldives

DPM calls on Maldives

president, eyes stronger ties

reEsll I ewoEse,
anvironmantal
l:-n:||:-:"|:"1 =

fcustainable

Presicent Az
the noed bo

=1 Al Zadar hes emphasised

mmlate the stong poifical
geodwill h-:-h-'.'a:'r' Pakiztsn ard Madivez info
greater trade;, westment, conmectity ard

deve lopment
lr"|u:fr'ﬂ :|.||:1:-|:|r|
for  Fresident
Muirna's Fres
Millioe Tros

peaple-to-people:  exchanges” Mo abko Iretinkwo
reafiemed  Faistan's commitmen:  io Tha two
supporting Maldwes in education, kestthcan, Eadors alkso
hdman  rosowce | covelopment social exchanged
pratection ard sustainable dovelopment. veWs  on
Ha was talkng to the President of. the regionel

Republic of M=idives, Cr Mohamed Wuimu,
during a mewtng at Afwen-c-3ads, Eiamabad,
The two |lpaders moviewsd bilsteral nefations
ared ciscuzzed ways to-strengthen cooperation

irammes of matual intorest.

Weloming Presioent Muizzl, President
Zardari ‘reafioned the importance - Pakstan
eitaches bo'its longstending frabemal miatiors
wirth aldwes, roated in chared: 1aith, mutual
tnat, neapect for cowercignty ard ‘enduding
State Wisit,
coincigding with =ixty yearz ol diplomatic
haa
provided fresh momenium 1o theis bisioral

gocdwill.. He noted that ihe
relations betwesn tho two counties,

parina shio.

Both leaders espresnd satshcton over
#e paosithe tejectony of bilsieral miations and
reaffrmed their commiment to strengthening

oooporation inamas of mutual intomest.
Prosdant Zardari- recalled

batacon the bea countries

The two lesdem . rocognized

destioping  ctates and

Faisstan's
longetandirg contribufion 1o the dovalopment
of Maldives, including the Pariament buiding
ard the School of Medidre in Maie, which
siand ‘ms enduring symiools of frendship

hax
dispmporionate mpact of dimate carge o
wiincrable oountriea, pariicalary small islang
climatewulneranis

and

internaticrna

developments
and underooned
the “impartarce  of dialogue, diolomacy,
sovareign  eguality, mubsal respect. =nd

poacohd mesclution of disputes N acoordarce
with intemstional lsw and the: Ured Matans
Chariar.

They meaffirmed their =ippart for the
legitimate righis of the Falsstinian pecple =nd
the estabiishment ol en indegendent and
soveregn State of Palestine in sccomdance wik
rekewant United Mations resoastions

Scpamsely,. Coputy  Prime Mimistor and
Foegn Minkstor Senztor Mohammad |shag Dar
on Wedneday caled an the Precident ol
Malksives Do Moramed Muizza, whersin he
roaflirmed  Pakisians commitment to b=

developing sconomies.  Fresident Zardari  lorgsianding fratemal melations weth Maidies:
expressod Fakistan's readmess. to deepen Warmly welcoming the Maldwian president
cooperation  withh  Maldives in  climate. and his delegation to Pekisiar, the deputy

PTI leader and former Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chiet minster Al
Amin Gandapur has hit back at
party Secretary General Salman
Akram Raja, saying KP lawmakers
need no loyalty certificates’ from
anyone and demanding that he
substantiate his allegations.

In = stranghy Worded =atemens, Gandapur
"segretiable,
‘s miemal
urety, particulady at a time when She paty we

sormed  Rajs's rocent  remarks
iresporeibla and damaging” o FT

facing exiracrdinary pol ical diffioiities
"Thim party edon

2o mran Khan e oo
riot need boyaRy cerificates from eryone, nor
ooot “amyane  hase the authoaty o pas
jtogemants on our pol itcal loyalty or hand 15

Gandapur, Raja

clash exposes

PTI1 divisions

coriiticatey af tresson,” Gand s said

ke zaid loyalty o the party should be
jadged oy yoam of struggle, sacrfces end
praciical coniribation  rather’ than the
pefererces of a few indwiduslz.

Refarring ta  Faja’s mention o
“undamocratic dedsior-makorz” and an allsged
Congpiracy 2 group, Jerdapur challanged
him o ientity those he was referng o

*First, make it dearwho these'pocple ane,”
ne s3d, asiing which lswmeker were. baing
am=ed of seoking o -oecide, the provincis
prosidont or mewt chiet minister withoot the
acproval of Immnar the pod itica! commeties.

"I ywou - have eviderce, nama them,”
Ganceparsaid

Hia' al:o iguastioned the basi Sor what he
oeorited 25 a sericus alicgation $hat 2 groun
had sovered mmontats with nowshshincfiona
chied minisior Sohail A&di and his ieam, peving
the wary for ermergency and goeermoe's s

Giandapiir Alsn guestioned Rajas médeence
ta an imvesTigation, asking wha had ordomed it
and urder which esthossed forum it wes being
oonoucid.

"I =n Twesligation it onder ey, why does
tha party not imow sbowt it7° b asked.

Rederring 1o FT1 €F Presdent Junsd Axbar
x5 “our brother” | Candaput s the party was
pemyng for his earty recoveny

Erme MMEer comeyed

wiarm grea ngs and best

- wishes from Presdent
- Asif AN Zardan and

i Prme Minpier
Mubammad Shehboer
Sharit to
Freadert

LLINTF T
He undarsmned

tha
eepenading bilsteral coocperatan, pecticulsdy in
irade, rwestment, sducation, dimsts charge
arid tourism

Deputy Prime Ministor Dar weloomed the

Imoartaree - of

paricipation of the Magedan  business
goiegation N the Madives-Fakgtan Business
Forum -and oxpressed hooa - that  BZH
engagements would viekd concrede trade ard
restment opoartunitios.

President D= Mohamed Muezi

sppredatad tha warmn walcams and kospital ity
exienced to him and hio delegaton

He axpressad Maldives' desiee {10 cespen
%z, close relations wizh Fakotan and explose
mistually

new  awenuss  of ezreticial

tooperatan. MIWS DEE

e alm

questionsd  tha mponed
appointment of Ali- fsghar Khan =3 acting
,_m-.-r-:lzl = ident in fkdars aboonice, mkirg
whers the Sormal nosifizabion wes and who had
ewercioed | the suthority o make  the
=ppointment,

Gardapur ssd XF had abways stood weth
mran, adding that $he provinoe's wokers &nd
siocted representatnes had ondurod  amess,
wilerico and sowere difficulties following May 7
withoud - abandoning - their ‘esdar or political
daoiogy.

He =g the =ma warkerz and
repeaettives hed wan the 2004 elections,
dnfonded ther mandsie snd ontrued 1o mis
the party fag despite difficuh cicumsiancez

The fanmer chiel mirisiar ebo guestionoa
the ke of same contral party office-boames
durng repeated maches iowardt hismabad,
saying their presence and practical contribubion
o difficdt ooeasions had ot mat wokes'
expectations

"That too should ba sccounted far betome
the party,” he sxid HEWS GESK

Websites go dark worldwide as Al
s critical security flaws

expose

Government agencies and

companies around the world shut

down websites Wednesday after
bwo critical flaws came to light
invalving PHF, a programming
language that is the basis for a
large share of the internet,

The: UE National Secunty Agericy told
omganizstions o patch mmedately or pull

valnerable sysizms affline.

Tne {lzes "cfton provide a direct path o
the ME4

she morver's file systom or datibese,”
sad in A stabament on X

Attackars could Use them o taka over web

e e without necding & passsand

FHF sits. undemasth populear wet design
platicrma 5o the weaknesses potentelly aiec
& vagt range of webeites, fam arling stones

ard neva outlots to govemment services
The discovery came. emid
softwans  teocurity  disclosunes

& munge n
anven by
increasingly powerhd Al modals, with. the
rumber of valherabiiities F|:|.1r|:| in 20265 on
track to noughly double last year's mcoed tozal

o N

FH7
‘Wadno=day
"IEyow um FHF, A 5 imporatiie that you

waluntearz mleased a3 fix an

updats mow,” the PHF Foundatoe, which
oevelopers warking on the langusoe, sad in
Dog past

Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousal Rafig. Office Mumber 18, Firzada Streat, Pir Mohallah, New Pind Sukkur,

The flave were mported B Augst by
security §m Calif and by ChatDFT  malie
Cpondll, shech ||-a-:|-:|:1:| them indepandantly on
the zame day. L-:-n-gln—ﬂm-m doud security
company Wiz lster reported turtior ways bo
mpion them.. The fiaws had boon epored
privately to FHP's dovalopers st tha: time and
iopt conhdamial while a fic wen preparen.

Dotails jpemed online Tuosday, s day
bodoem the planred misase, pramoting the nsh
io:Lake sies ot ine.

In Frarce, local govermment  websites,
ncluding ithe Pasic Police Prefachume, hews
been inzcoessible ance ‘Wednesday attemcan
at tha request of the Frarch  Matiooal
Cyberseounity doeacy, following “detectian of
& critical zecumby walnemnd iy, " the Manstry of
the Inierion said.

In ‘the - Metherards, the rational digitsl
dentity servce DigiD, the website of the
House of Ropresentaties and the e of the
national oybamecarity contsr wert offfing as 2

poaution, acoomding 1o Dutch  pobdlic
Ercadcastar RCE

Belgium's foreign minisiry iemparanily 1ock
& wobrsitos nfﬁirc-csa,:mr_-ut'ur, itsaidon X,
athough the Contre jor Cyoersroundy Beigum
had recorded no attacks on Belgien dtec A
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Victoria On

Makeup Ban

Wictora Becdem ha mvealed her homood daugheer
Harper ibogged har 1o 2l harschaod efter she was banned
from woarng make-up

The teshion desgner, 52 who said hor gaughier was

maly gocd at spplying natursl maks-up’, toid she siooy
during & Today Show segment with Zanna Roberts

Al

Kendall On
Kvlie’s

Victoria’s
Secret

Debut ™

Kendall Jamner hes broken ber slence on sister
Kyiia Jlennmor's viral Victora's Secret Fachion Show
dubut On Sunday, the 2%-yoar-old cosmeixcs bifl ionaire
shocked viewors as sha stormed the legacy lingerie
brand's runwey in the covated 550 million Fantasy Bra,
And 30-year-old Kendall, & bona fide supermaodel, was
not 2t this yeor's show and last stnsted its catwal k in AN
2018

Howewer, she proved thero 15 no siblng

Re=si
= Heepor, 15, 1o curenily in the prooess of
| lsinching her own maio-up brand, which

hex boan reported i e calied Hadc by

Harper

Foaeser, despse Mo love ot mske-

l up, Victora said that hier yourgest chid

followers and caotioned

diamand amoji.
WEWL DESK

iz 5 aborwed bo wear cosmetic prog
uoiz whila che i =t =cheal
Wictoria sad Cuite recantly she
=3l They'ye Ioid methet I'm not F.
allaveed 1o wear make-up for
schooe. She said "Why don'™t they
want me ta ook my best?”
‘She'c fika “Mummy can't
yora o3 the schoal 72" Bt the
tormer Spice (3in oad she hag
| mhmed to ing and eguest
tor Harpar 10 lbe soawed
o vezar makeeup, beling
her T e "l o't
Hamper®
It waz reparad
last week that Harpar
Efacing 8 cesback i
her bid to crack tha
UL market with har
bty brand i
MEAS DESE

Rita Wilson Teases Girls
\ Revival Return

Rita Wilson tells PECPLE she's “sa axcited” for the five-opimade retumn of Gids
Whikon plaved Evie Michaels, the mother of &ll ison 'Williams' character; in ths saries
"| knoe Eena’s gotta be cookong up somathing very good,” she says of Lena Dunhiam
Rita Wilson is myeing the retum of Evie Michack. The Girls alum, &9, caught up with FEOPLE at the
Fortas 30050 3-Yaar Anniversany Summit in Mow York City on Fridoy, Gt 16, when she teased har
irmealvamsend in tha farthcaming Gurs rewak. O Oct. 13, HBO anraunced that Lena Dunham's hil
sanies would be back for tive episodes with preduction kicking off m 2027 a decade after the
senas’ conclusian, Whan asked f sha'll bo returning, Wison replivad with 2 laugh, "That is what I'm
kearing, =0 | don't think Lena would ba lyving abaut that ®
#z che looks ahoad to potandially reuniting with her costars, Wilson =as she's "so acitod ®
far the free-episade return of the series. “0Oh my gosh, yez. | mean, Lena iz one of tha maost tal
ented peaple I've ever worked with. | would da amything far hes,” she s=2ys, “| would bend aver
backwards. And then | jowe Allizon Willinms who, you know, | was ucky enpugh to play her
mom " She adds, "I know Lona's gotin ba cooking up somathing wery geod  Alongside
Dunhiam as Harnzh ard Will izms a5 Mamie, other raturnees will indude femima Krke as Jossa,
Zozia Mamet a2 Shezharna and Andraw Rarmads as Elipsh. n a press releasa shared onOct. 13
Cranham, 40, said she “always soid we would caly retum to Sl it thare was a specibc story
e wiare buming to tell " kEws GESK

Miley Cyrus Says Mariah Carey Scores
Dolly Sent Her A Sign Legal Win Over Brother

pinch me!l alongsde &

Miley Cymus has damed thiat bar Iste godmicther Dolly Parton haz
coenmunicated with her from beyend the grava,

At the socond shiew of har two Holhessood Bowsd concerts, an amotion
al Cyrus, 33, told tha audience how she contacied Farton by wsing o man
naquin fashicned after tha singer, wha died of cancar in Auguss.

‘I actuztly hawve @ Doldy manncgan in my bedrocm. She gave it to ma
for Christmias. It's dresed |ike har, @t Built lika her,' Cyrus sasid.

When | was by myzalf, | actually took
my phone and § played Jobora for bar
on video, hoidng it up ta the man
naxguin, and lit A cand le. | put a
flowear down for her' she contin-
ued, 'l said, "Doly, if you're hera
nght now, Hicker the lsghts.

Ak thvis pairt, Cyrus said

that 'tha entire halbaay
% started fickering, before
\  inzisting that her finnce
faxk Maorando wit-
nessed it koo
MBS DELE

Banah Carey scared a legal victorg Mandsy, 2= a judge dismessed a
320 million lavwsuit filed against bar by her brather Morgan Carey, whe
claimed that sha had detamed him in her 2020 book The Meaning of
Manah Caray. A ruling from New
York State Supremao Cowrt Judge
Leciie &, Stroth reviewed by
The Daily #ail stated that
Iorgan had fellen shet in
prowing that Manah had
acted with 'actual malice,'
n knoevingly tell ing false-
hooos. Amaong tha clams
Iaorgan cited in his [
suit awar Mariagh's book
included afiegations her
sibling had in the past
sarved prizan time
and zald cocama.
MBS DESK

rivalry on Manday when sho commentsd on
Kylie's Instagram recap wideo, calling

her "a gorgeous womantll
shared a cip of the esciting
mament with her 380 mallian 4

Kyl bm

l.ondon Film
Festival Closes With
The Debut

Actor-tilmmaker Jesze Eisenberg said e wrote tha Tlead rale m his
musica comady “The Daebut ® with Julianne laare n mimnd, praising the
Ciscar-aanning siar as “tha greatest ackress in tha warld * as the film
closed the Longon Film Festival on Sunday.
"1 just thought, this is Julisnme Moore; and |wall writo every scone
with har.in mind and what zhe likes to do and what she's great at,”
Eizanbarg. who wrota the soreanplay and
directied tha film, told Reuters on
tha red carpet. Moore stars o
Pl & shiv Fow Jersey
hauzzreste who = thrilied ta
kand a role in o community
thastra mausical
Drawn 1o the expon-
anca by a longing For
somathing mizzing m her
life, Mona finds purpose
and community Ehraough
the show
“She's maving
towands something
knowing that there’s zame- |
thing that she noods in har
lite,” Moore said. “Then
thaat thing leads yow towsnds
yowself and towards com- | - |
munity, ‘which is raally the
miost valuable thing of
mll. " waTEs
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Pakistan's exporters have
urged the government to
explore improved bilateral
trade arrangements and
study markets where
regicnal compeatitars India
and Bangladesh enjoy
preferential access, as
shifting global trade

rules intensify pressurs

on the country’s export
competitivenass,

The Qewalopment come gunng 2
high-lewel moeting haid batween
Federal Minisier toe Commence Jam
Kamal Khan and |pading exporters,

inoumtrializtz and ropresentabves o
the bDosness tommunity, 22 the

Exporters seek trade

deals to counter

Federal Minsler for Martme
Afiai= Muhammad Junsd Sroess
Chaidary mined wirbdally, - while
Minicter of Staie for Finerce aral
Rewonue  Biled Azhar  Kayani,
Coordinator o the  PFrime
Minister on Commence and
Industrios Kana Fzasn Azl
Khan, sooetares af corcsmied
mnisties and =enior cficiakz
from relevent cepartments
participated. Most business

represenitatives joimea

Wt whilo cthors
aticnced i parson

Cwrng the meeting,

axporhars Sscussed
interrational shipong colsys, por
facil itstion, fax nohunds and Banicing
reguistiorm,.  proposing.  groates
foxibility in payment sottomaond
periods die: ko disruptiars in.dooal
loagistics.

Participantz recommended
=udying mareeis where Barglagesh
ard nd= oy prefements - tade
athvanieges and psplonng impoyved

bilstaral trade. amergoments o
strengthan Fakiztar's axpord
compatitivencsms.

Buzingm= Toresenlatives

spprecisted the EXOM Bank: scherne
far ‘eaporiers, descriing i Az &
posine. imitiative b0 improve acooTs
to axpart "irL"l:i'lg aral support
businessen  socking fo  axpand
mtomatianally.

Irdustry  representatives: also
highlighted concoms sgarding
cragy oast, the capiive power gac
lewy, provincial infrastructuns levies
ard riSing. phoduct:aan  ekperses.

mEChaniET.

Repnesentatives of the moat and
livestock sechar kighlighted
chafepges  relating to  loot-ang-

meouth Siserse, nlomational sardary
mequincments, boedar restrictiors and
acoez 10 S markets

Reaponding, Jam Eamal Khan
infommed participants that the prime
mimistes was persanady akng & osen
interest in Iwestock covelopmant,
includirg dizsazo contral,
inwestment, imomowved breeding and
walue-added axporiz The meestng
was afzo informed of plans for &
dedicated. pevvate-soctomlod
[ivesiock bosrd,

M ineral EXEOTiETS ramed
coricems reganding restrickions o
mining eaplosives ard withhalding
taxes, while Qesser Saleam Shabbor
mpresenting tho surgical imstuments
ssctor, amphossed the nesd lor
technoiogical  adwanooment; =kfed
Faman rESCiroes, it st
irvestment and modermsation b
gnhance Faicstan’s expart
oo pattive ness,

FER officizls bnefed particypants
oOn mesues o morosr e nehund
processng  and ohgital inwaicing,

whie eupartors highlighted
difficulties relating %o outstarding
refurck;,  bimires=  yizsas  ard
intemeationa comey iance
requiremers:

Concluding the meeting, -lxm
Kamal caid that the Ministry of
Cormmeoa vaouD consodidaba secioe
specific and cros-ctting ssues and
seek mesponses  from cancemed
miristies 10 odevelop  prachcs

Fekizzan and the Linibod Kingoom
ham on Wednesday realfimed their
commiitmeont 1o deopen Dilvieral ties,
focuming on sconamic refomz and
iy deweopment poontes to drn
mistzinabe growih

Arcamding to press neioase mued
by Economic #ffairs Minstry, British
High Commizzioror ta Pakstan Jars
wamott called on Fedoral Minibar
ior Ezonomic Aftairs Ahad Cheamato
dizcus amsas of mutuel rissest and

cooperation  batween e two
COUnAToS,
The Highi Commiszarer

NEY

UK. Pakistan vow
cooperation on
development

ot Cavemors ot the Warkdl Bank ard
the Intemational Manetary Fund &or
2ET

O the occmion, the minsier
fighlighted the Primo Minister's
prarities o sirengthening
sgricdlture, mfommation technalogy
and other key sociom. He- zaid the
QOVETIMAn: WaI parmiing secton
crignied reforms and palicies 1o
suppart aconamic growt.

#hag Cheema  said  the
gaverrment  wan  poviding Rl
suppart io-cdewve apment pertners and
miltilsteral ineestmants, whele

Fhur:da-:,-, Delaber 22, 2026

The minrster appreciazed tha
wippart of the United Kingdom's
Faoneign, Commmonwcalth A
Dewsiopment  Cffice {FCDO) for
capacity bufding- and eelorms iR
Faidztan. He roted. that the FCDO
was warking clossly with. the Prme
Winiztar's SHice o the gavarmmant's
ocngoing . meform eHoriz and
approcialed iz orgegament in thiz
PO,

dane Marmiois saxd ta FCOO vl
cantinue suppanting the Paidstan. Ehe
aopreciaied the gowemment's effors
to improve the soconomy  and

Ministry of Commerce, read an oftical
staboment on Wednesday.

Food group exports
post 25.32% increase

Food goup exports from the country daring the St
gartes of the ourert Francial year grew by 25.32 per cont
m: compared b the exports of the confesponding period
ot ihe 25 year, accomding 5o data of the Paidstar Bursay
o Sttt

During the penos fom Juby to. September 2008
dferant iood commoditios warth 31388 il ion - wore
gxported as compared o the sspors of B1.108 billiac i
the same perod of the ot yoas

Dunng the period undor ewiew, the rice expors from
thie counby grew by 55.8% porcent a3 sboal 1.074 millon
meirc tons of nioe valuod =t BA52 398 miliion woiT caportea
7 compand b3 5w eaports of 713,79 metrc tors worh
E412.507 million in the sama pericd of the last year

Meoarahile, the fah and Toh prepamtions espors a0
recorded about 1447 peroent. growth inothe fist 03
mords of the ourent financial wonr ag ower 29, BS54 mesnic
tans of fizh and fich producs worth 5102682 miflion were
miported, as compared thio -sxports a# 40562 metric 'ors
vaed at 309400 million in the same panod of the last
b -0

The =ther food commosdities whith mooroed positnes
growth during the pencd undor review included tpicos,
which grew by 18.99 percent es about 8,468 melinic tors of
Tpices worth of 523,807 mid ion wem exportad, whanom
the axparts of oil sseds and nuds grow by 240085 poroont
and were mecordod at V10,930 mefric tore valued at
Fi28.623 m jon.

O the other hand, the mpors of food goods inio the
rouniry during the Firet guarter of the current financial yoar
witnezsed about 3,44 porcont mcreesa, ax difament &
products worth 52330 bilion were im inba tha
country =5 againsl the importz of £2.252 bikior of the
zame poricd of the Lt year

O yoar or year basis, the food group cuports from
the country mgistered about 63,31 nceese giming the
Tans aof Soptember, 2024 ard was mecomod ak 8553550
million 2z compared to tho exports 3334517 milion of
the samo month of ihe lazt yoar NEss DEsE

PTL pledges support
for government on
GSP+ process

The Pakstan Textle CTounci (FTLH has p!l:-d-;,la-d ba
wpport the govwomment’s G5F= process throcgh policy
ongagement, tochrical input and indusiry coodinatan b
sabeguard Paostar's prederential sccess bo the Europosn
Urion market

The commetmant was matimmed during & mesting
cobtween EU Ambaszagor 1o Pakistan Rammunoas Banchi s
and PTC leadership in' Karachi the oihar day bo dososs
Fakizion's pasition under the Oenersiised Scheme of
Frefononoes Pliz (G5F+), tha prooesc shead for the next
phase of the arrangement and the imporiance of texdtis
snd apparel exports in Padsian's brade with ibe Europoan
Ureom, = news refeass sad hame on Wedresosy.

During the meoting, the ambassador discussed
implementing Fakistan's commitments unoer . relevant
Uréted Mationz: comentions in the context ol the G5F=
wcheme.. He said the Europesn Commssean  would
srhanoe pngagement wis the Govemment of Pakistan,
tocusing on ansas mguiring - further  progress ard
dewelopng an action plan outlining measures, timel ines,
snd periommancs indicalon.

Ho aks pmphasised the mportsnoe of contnued
coordinatiar between the EU- and Pakistan at ministe el
and working lowals,

FTC Chaimnan Fasad Arear said the continuation of
Q5P+ was ritical for Fakistan's waie-sddod toutie and
spper| eaports; employment, o coninbutions and the
widor economic ocosystern associabed with the secior.

He also observod that the EU-india Free Trada
Agreament could croata pdditional competitive
prossures  for Pakistani axporters, oven il Fakistan
rotainad ifs G5SP4+ status. MEws Bty

Pabroioum Dhvizion officisk provided
s
clarikcations  or

recommendations  for the pome

tha gea lowy minsters consderaiion. wEWE DEx

congratdlated the Minister on b=

warking 1o
sppoinitment == Char of the Boards

PSX rebounds, gains
over 779 points

The berchmane 85E-100 Index: of the Fakitan Siock
Exchange [FEX] reversed it bearmh momentum om
‘Wearesday, gaining 77934 points, & positve change ol
47 parcent; to ches et 145 930.9F poiris aganst
165,.151.42 pointz secorded in the prewiows irading
sozion.

shams, followed by Cpemyics PE with 40074 midlion
shares and Porves Shmed Co with 21687 mikior shares.
Smong the. oo geiremn, Unfover Fekisian Fooos
Limitad surged by Ba2 535,18 to close at Bx27 28455,
vhile PlA Hoiding Company Limited B advanced Dy
Raf21LEZ bo sattle st

e LR KSE-100 INDEX BOUNCES BACK Btk s
'.ra|:|irg wvolume IJ'I i s o sesssEsn ores | L ES B ezaiis cida, Pakiztan
AR e0s millli=n Eaginaering
shanes, ramgared 1o i KEE--IM +77 Eru Pﬂint! +0.4T% A Company  Limited
446042 million to close at 165,930.99 derined by finé?.64
shames traded in the ol TR TRE N2 s kinin o cloae & Be7E2.34,
proMious TES SN, wihife Moechst
whia tha traded il M — - B Palostan Limited il
value mcreased fo 379.905M shares Rs21.281B by  R=AT02 o
ReZ9.281 illion e T 3, FA7.E9
tram Re 10 474 it In tha hitures
bikion. o e e iy | P SR [CFC) masket
Mo ekt - AL twmeoser shoad Ak
capitalization  moso | i Vohime Leodes o ey :w 1200731 mallicn
in ®=1E.E8q trllion - U i Pl ol 1l B shsmes with & tradod
dram Re1B. 308 E— R 1 L= m‘:'m yalue . ot R=RTB3
srillicn recorded & | e . oo A wm- 0 ik hillicm, oompiared
day aarfior. B T - = e it 114725 mill ion
Out of 477 |5 e— — e EEREE worth
companias that Re7.20% kallign in

traged in the ready
market, 225 posted gaing, 230 suffeed iosmes, while £2
remared uncharged

Pak Refrery fed the volume chart with 23,211 mifion

e DREVicLE CESSion.

Of 2% compania: treded in the DFC market,

150 asdvanced, 137 declmed and 0% remained
unchangad. MSWa Bese

TDAP, BBolT to host Women
Expo in Quetta after 19 years

The Trade Diovelopment Authoricy of Paldsian [TOWAF]
Cusatts, i1 coflsboraton with the Balachistan Board of
Imagstment and Trade {EBoIT], hes Snalisog armangements
for & two-dsy  woman
erbeprenicies axpo fitied
WERMET, scheduled to be
hefid “from Ociober 37 o
Movembear 1 ot tho |
Balochistan Unawemity of

Informatior. Technofogy,
Enginooring ared |
Managamant Sdienoss

IBLETEME), Cuetra.

Talkng 8o AFF, TOWF
Oirmctar Moor Ali Acheas g
zaid that more than 100
women erimorereurs from
across Balochisian and other
partz of the country would
particpate in the evertt by
seiting up stalk 1o showcase
shoir herdicredts, producs
and business weniunos.

Ha zid the exhibition would provide a urique patfom
for women-ed entecprises and local ertizsare to dizplay
Fieir e, oeomode their products and estacd ish val ushio
business connections.

Moor Al Achekzai said the expo was being organised
afier a gap of 17 yeams and was aimed at promoting wamen
eriteprerourship, inoeesing women's partidpatian in
econiomic achivities ara supportng the growth of smst ard

um-sized emierprizes [EMEs] in the prowince.

He =ddod that the awent woLbd serve ot an imporant

networking plasiorm, bringing iooether ontreprencum,

investors, dewelopmeni  partnors  apd  Blisiness
ceganisations to foster trade and meastment opportunition.
Highlighing the

* yizion betind WEXMET, he
said tho imitiative
repognises tha importancs
of the regicnal trads
eoGystem and soeks o
CIMporesar women-led
SMEz by onhandng Spir
caport  madmeszs . and
integrating rural women
eTiknoorenELns inio
rmainsteam trada
octwities.
. e zaid tha
programme was designed

o croals A dodicated
womerrioilsed bisres
coosystem  capeble of
supporting susiainaDis
eoonamic groavth and markst accos

Tha tc-day expo wi feetimo & 0024l exhibibon,
bsineossio=oiciness {BZB] netwardng Teasions, seminam,
e-commarca  fadlitation ard busness develooment
activties. The axhibition will showcese enterprises
ooeratng . in diverse seciors,  mcuding - bextiles,
agribusiness, handicatis, e-=commenoe and geneml trade:

The TOWF dmeclor s=d 2 serigs of seminarz and
training worishops wourd abs be omganksd duning thae
ev2nt 1o strengthen the  entepreneurial capabitities of
participanty. NEws DEs

et
ooperaton and imeestment:

facilitate  acmowledged the cngaing refomms

acroac difienent cociors. HEWS DESK

LLPG market rate
soars to double of
Govt fixed price

Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) price has
scared to Rs, 550 per KG, almost double
of the Rs, 279.24 per kio rate fied by the
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (DGRA).

The mafia m the LPG sector Reesing corsumers with
infizted rates by jacking price of the fue® & diflercnco
betaren the gowemment fiked mte ard the adificialy
engineemnd the markes price of the LR,

LPG Ciztributnrs Associabon Chaimen [rfzn Khokhes
hes said that the LG companies :.'1argi'|a";1r aied rabes
sdding that the moreazed demand of the fuel beirg uzed
for illsgal prafiseering. “Ther am munineids eparts of
el ing L0 beftween Re 500 to 802 per klogmam,” he swd.
The orices am aoprehended iosoar lusther with disruption
in the supply, hio =aid

"Haow ould the markat will stabil e if the govemment
rates of the Al rot Mmoiemaniad,” he =d. Ha derended
ourbing the alkeged Dieck-markoting of LPG and holding tha
pope behind it accourtablp. i is partinant to mantion
hezre; that after the gas lopdsheddng, skyracketing LPG
prices have added further birden over the consumers s
tha fuel prices hove hit hard to the |ow-incoma
hiausehalds with sooring cozt of Inving. e

National savings
increases profit
rates across
multiple schemes

LSS P TR o T T B F R | R
EE 1) e b 1% B3 1 =34 hy itm 01 00% 9

L E

e LR R ST U LT oy P TN g
ﬂ i e L R 0 =48 Lrove Bl 44 S

11 nbemr - Term Do

g
iz 72%

n
The profit rates on National Savings
Schemes have been increased
by 36 to 110 basis points,

Thez proft rate on Spedal Savings Certificades jumped
o 12 porcent following ar ustice of 110 bass coints.
Eimdarty, the rate on Reguler iIrcome Cerificates o imbed
ta 12.92 porcert ater an inoease of 24 besi ponts:

ddditonatly, the pmfit rete on Bohbood Gawings
Cestificates reached 1296 percont afier a 34-bass-poird
rasa. Furthermare, the raie on the Sarwa |2zmic Savingz
fcoount inorased oy 5% basz ponts 5o 11,5 peroont.

Mezrmbile, chart-tamn meestment raies alzo saw an
upwad newvision: the retum on threesmonth cerlihcates
rase to 1112 peroent lup by 2& basis pantsh, sw-month
rertifcatas incressed b= 11.50 pesoerd lup by &4 basia
paintsy, and ono-year cartficatos neached 1172 pernoent
following an ncrease of 44 besis ponis. bF
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Macron Rejects

Claims Muslims
Behind French Riots

French Fresident Ememanuel Macon on
Wednesday blamed “foreign leaders.”
including those "on the othar side of tha
Atlantic,” for Erying to exploit France's
terze zacial climate for thair cen pal itical
agendn

Protests ower soaring |nang costs hves
led 1o widespread naking and looting. LS.
Fresident Cionald Tremp has used the wio-
lence io rally his political supparters, making
unsubstantiated claima that KMoslim
migranis are responsicle for the
unrest

Trumgp  has  urged
lacron o “cloae yaur
borders and take con
tral befors it = toa
Iate!”

fMacrom respondod
by saying there “has
baen foroign manip-
ulation of nformation
r tha afttarmath® of
the logting in Pans
ard athar - French
citios kast weokend

‘And that has

Climate Action =~ -
‘Dangerously Short’> .

UN Chie

v e ——

Enwiroonment Frogramme

{LINER] lrys bare the chasm bebween chetoric
and action ‘when i1 cames to tackling glabal
warming, and the challenga bofore pol itical
lgzdars at Mowernber's COF3T of imate summit.

Even if courtries daliver their lateat climata
pledges in full, global temperatures could sill
rize 2.8C abowe pre-imdustrial bavels by 2700,
z2id the arnual Emiszions Gap Report.

That would Blow past tha histanc goal
agreed in Pans keeping warming well below 2C
whila striwing Far a safer 1.5C. fny chance of
goeping 1o 1.5C had been “lost™ due to
decades of msulficant climate action, the report

Guterres said deep and immediate
cuts were needed to protect
humanity from worsening impacts
but instead "emissions remain at
record levels. And national ol imate
plans and current pol icies fall
dangerously short”,

Global commibmers to cul planet-heating B |
emimions are falling far short of the Pans ol i-
maote geals and put the waorld an cowrse for 2,60
warmang this certuny, the UK wamed
Viednesday

Tha repart by the United Maticns watchad repart.

153 Killed In Drone
Strike On Abyei
Market

& drone strike ona market in Abys|, & bosdar region disputed By Sudam and
Sowith Sudan, hit a noaby fusl dapat, killing at least 153 pecple and igniting 2
fire that vaas still bumirg Tuesday, a local afdal said.

Yobenne Akl Mgor, the Absyei administration’s canetaker mhormation minic-
tar, Bamed Sudar "z militery for Mondsy's sttack on Amiet Maret, north o
Al bown.

Mgor told Thia Associated Press by phone Tuesday that the death ol waa
tontinuing o fise &2 the fire burmed. A =enior Sudanesa mifitary officar =id the
army caried out @ drone sires Mondsy tagetieg fuel fankes arving from
South Sudan that he said were bound for the paramditary Raoid Support
Fomces: He spoke on condition of ancmymity because he was ot authonimed o
zpeak o the pros

The officar said those idlled wene BSF membars and peophs invoived in fusl
zmuggling. "W donot target oviliam,” he ssidl The AP could nofl independ-
zraly varity hiz account of the famgets or the identites of those kifed The off=

mor s2id the strke took place outside the oemil itadsed ore along the bodar
with South Sodesniln & statement Tuesosy, the LKL secretary-oeneral oon-
cemned drong atbacks neer Amiet Market and Todach, swying domns of civi
1anz, includirg wamar and children, had been kiled and mary cthess injursd.
Thez statoment didi not igertily who caried out the aliacks: A

led to comments that are as unacceptable
as they are stupid, from many people,
including foreign loaders,” he sard. Acked
by avaparter ill"a

Macran
Macron added: “We've seon Algeneral:
ad images depicting scenos that never
ectuatly happered in France. We've had
people claiming that we were invaded by
hordes of migrants and Islamists, which is

"Tha world can no longer avcid avershaot-
mg the 1.5 dagree limil, and the consequences
are already devastating,” said UM chief Antonio
Guterres in a statement o lsunch the closely:

Australian MP Loses Legs
After Being Hit By Car

Dwoctors have amputated both of Ausiraien foderd
lzswmaker Helen Haines * legs as the rermains in entical con
dition after being repentedly hit by o car in-an apperent
act ol palitical wiolance, her buzband said Waednesday.

The &5-year-old independent politician iz recesy-
ing treatment in a Malbowme hozpital where she was
flowri by helicopter,

Phil Hames, her husband, gawe the fams
s first pubdic commants on her condition
since sha was hit by a Tayota Land
Cruizer 53U in her homotown of
Wangaratta on Maonday, zpo :l:ing
howrs after & man a2ccused of running
her aver mada an mitial appearance
m court,

Hairms husband said her left leg |
was amputated on Monday and har
right leg was amputated on
Wiednesday aftor doctors abandoned
hope of saving it

“The good news incall this s that
Helen is alive and sha's stabla. That is the
mast mgartant thing for aur tamiiy, " 4
the husbamd told reparters in

in Mevembar. Earer Wednesday, Brendan Nuegent, o
43-ypear-old man from rearsy Tarrawinges, sppoarod
in the Wangaratta Magistrates” Cowrt on Wednesday
charged with intentionally cousing serious inury, dan-
geroas driving causing serious injury and causing harm
to a federat official.
Mugent didn'l apply far beil or enter a plea. Ha
will remain in l:ust-:lj.:.- until hiz next court sppaar-
ance in Febmuary. Police hove yot to determing
= motve

Mugent's |aeyar Chirag Fatel teld
Magistrate Aflison Vaughan that his
dlient was suffering from potential men-
tal henlth i=suss and & concussion. Tha
lowyer did not explain how Nugent had

been cancussed.

Fatel snid Mugent suffared from a
rieurplagical condition, idiopathic trans-
verse myelitis. but had mot been diag-
nicsad with any mental hosith problams

The rare condition damages the zpinal
oonds profective myelm sheath and disrupts
nerve signals between the brain and body.
This leads 1o rapid muscle wozkness,

he was referring to Tramp,

ropd iad "Amang others

complately falss.“ Macron did
nat spacify which Al-gonerated
images ha was refarfing to,
nor how he knew the contemt
was falze

Maoon and Tromp once
emoyed & good retsticnshg

but Trump regulsly macks  Med bourne senzary foas, pain, and bladder
tha Franch presidant m his “W'a are grateful and and bowel dysfunchion,
public spoeches "The foct  thankful that at this I|II - sccarding ta the Cleveland
i, ol tha Iruuplr.' who are - stage, beoth har heart ) 4 Clinie  medical center
spaoking il of our coumtry and her mind e i B | -Ih { | Witnesses say the driver
r t_nll:-'.l.'npenple'.l.hn gl:-;d shape,® he \ 4 ! mm'rl?ld hits '.-in:l:i;n_ pen-
ont love our cou " said. 1 . reng hier agairst her o'an
Macron said. "Sa I:E;n Ha added that ] L] .F'_,ll‘:. :aE heF-:-grE reversing
paopée  really  bother  thesr 40th wodding S and ramming her @ sec-
me” Al snniversary will ba - 4 pnid Bimn. AF

h

" -

LY

‘Dhead ly foods, brutal heatwases, raging

weildfires, bost | ives, Cl'ipplll-d A e TS, Enepnn-

ing nequal ities, and thoaa lasst responsible ans
ering first and worst "

Creerzll, global greenhousa gas emiszionz in
2025 waora broad by on a par with record levels in
2024, with the dfteroncs batwoen the two yoars
too small 1o call, the report 2aid K

Carbon emssans just from buming coal, il i
and gas — the main driver of climate change - 1
rasae =l ightly in 2025 comparad to the pravicus e
year

Guterres said deop and immodinbe cuts ware u'_
noeded ko protect humanity from worsening .
mipacts but instead “emissiors remam at record
lmveks. And national dimate plans and curent
pol icies fall dangerously shost® =

Sticking just with current policies would oo |
wearmang hit 2.BC the report said. e

Malaysia Blocks
Waze Use Ciling
Israeli Links

Malay=ia on Wednesday banned ovil servamts rom using the naviga-
tion appdication Waaee, citing datn security concems due bo ids [sraot inks.

Prime Ministar Anwar lbrabim’s office ssid in a stalement that tha deci
mon took Mo account the status of Waze Mobile Limited as o data con-
troller incorporated in broel and operating under |sreeli ks

*Semsitive governmant information end the perscnal data of citizers
muizt be prodectad from baing axploited by the Isracli regime in 2 manner
I:hudl could compromise national security and soversignty,” the staternent
said.

it said Anear urged all Malaysans to also coase umng Ware and switch
ta |local altermatiees =ach as tha Tulu application, which off ers rabust sacw.
rity guarantess and perscnal data protection

The “government maintains & dirm stanco, we will closa any avonues
that the kraeli regime could exploit to threaten the zecurity of the nation
and its peaple,” the statemant added

Prademinantly Muslim Malaysia = 2 staunch supporigr of tha
Falestinian cause and has no diplomatic or girect economic tes with forsal,
The government has corsistently backed Falestirdan statehoed and con-
demned |sr=eli actions n the cooupied Falastiian territories

The Ware restriction adds a digital security dimension to that policy.
Waze was doveloped in lerael bofore it was bought by ULS. iech company
Goagle in 3313, 4k

\ N ‘_..rrh I
[ ev —— |.

US Envoy Secures
Release Of
American In Russia

Rusziz on Weanes reiaased & reteed Amenoan teacher wiho had Dean
mprisaned on chamges ot fichting s 1 marcenary in Uknsing, LS. ey Sisee
Witkolf said Wodnesday 21 & mesting wik Russian Fresdent Wadmir Putin in
3t Petersoung.

Thia reiease ot Stophen Hubbard hod boen hareshadowed a day earliorin
‘Wshington, when Fresdent Conald Trump told rmpartars at the ¥White House
that hie had talked with Futin "at lergth® sbouet the =sio and had azked him
to frew the Michigan man.

Fubbag i the second Amencan detainee 0 just over two manths 1o be
frecd by Rumsia, and his' ee om custogy cooored not onby during & wisil by
Witkotf but abo at-a tme whan Tnmp kes saken a series of actions meant to
beneft Russia ;3 Washington's #¥nce with Lkmine shows signs of fraying.
Hubbard was sembenced aber a chosed irial o 3024 to nearly soven y=am in
orizon: Proaecutors saio he had signed & contract weth, the Uirainian miEitary
after Russia wont troops into Ukrane n Febniange 2022, and that be fought
akargeige them until being captured tawo months later The US. government
under the Biden admirestraton desgnated Hubband as wrongrully aodained.
Witkoff, @ ey Trump edmindotrabion orvay who has bied withoul success to
stoer Ruz=a ard Ukrtine toward a sextlament to-ord 2 war that will kit the fue-
year merk in Febniary, thanked Putin tor meeasing Hubtarg, teding him,
* Becvone af yau, he's going home tohis family” @
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Nawaz Praises
Minhas. Vows
Fitness Push

Fakiztzn tatter Hazan Nawaz has praised young
all-rounder Arafat Minhas for his impressive bowling
performance against England, while acknawiedging
the need to improws his awn Biness after scoring a
valuabla 7% in the second maich of the QDI bri-series

on Tuesday.

Fokistan defeated England by B7 nung at tha
Rawalpird Crickel Stadum, defending & todal of 302

Pakistan Overtake

ustralia In 1CC

ODI Rankings

After Two Wins.
Minhas Looks
To Lahore

Pakistan all-roundar Arafat Minhss has expressed
cenfidencs in carmying the momartum of teo consecw-
trea wickeries into the Labare leg of the OO tri-enes,
fallowing his cutstanding all-round perfarmanca
against England n the =econd match: at Rawalpindi
Crnchet Stadium.

Pokistan defeated England by 87 murs 'an Tugsday,
waith Minhaz plaving a pivotal rale by scoring 59 runs

far nina ta tako cortral of the contast Hasan plaved & Pakistan ta diomante  and claiming six wickets far 40 nups
migndicant rofe with the bat, scaring 79 off 74 dalwar hevs mowad un England’s batting Reftecting on tha team’s progress, the all-round-
ins. Speaking g the post-match press conferanca, o foush place line-up, er zaid Fakistan would

Hasan lauded Arafat for his ability to boed with con

tral under challenging canditions,

desoribing the young spin- raRKings, Owers fenalimng their
nar as @ talented taking Awustml iz Fakistan with 79 combination for
praspect for Pakistan aftor  =eouminig off 74 lpalls, while tha upcoming
crickat. “The way Arofal corgerutive wic: Fehoem fishm®  matches. ™l

came m latar and toak
ten or theee wickats, it

it tha C
e OO0 team

fonez  mgainst
5 Lanks  and

:J.:ll i

Has=an

powided & labs
Hourish- with a2

aszoes tha ﬂlul?'ing
conditions boforo

depends on tha
conditions, and we

13 nat sazy to bowl Englard in the guicklim 3% off  wall go with the
| ike that &n these con- ongong OO0 2¢&  doliveriez combinabon that
ditrars,” Hassn said, fri-sories at ! f‘ﬁENl"S- oD Sead Haig sko  suils the best Wa
Prasing L‘h-\:dsprlr\-:r":. E-:w: | :-.: nd i T E A M q mada ?bvdn._.:hi:' I'.:'n.: wan I.';.u:h maich-
accuracy and cam- r ek et | cantribution e= hore, &n
:-L*:l:.'hu.:llm 5'.aci||r| L : . | s scoving 33 == we will take
Pakistan e s RAMNMKIHG [ Fakintar reocows  the i

Fewe  olimibed credbom Bt-410 . meman- 8

o fousk wath post & compot=  bum

113 ratireg MDA the sotal of 302 pgained in

pornits, whie
Sguihi Africa
ooa thina
plece with Tl
points. rda
mmain a8t the
sop af tha rank
mgs- wah 115

" Rawilpinsd

In regponme, ko the Lobare
Engand © were  leg and iry 1o
coviled out far gve our best,” ha :
M5, t=ling well saidin s post-match °
short of their.  interiew shared by
JE-nn  larget  tha Pakistan Cricket
dezpite’ condri- Board, are

HEW ZEAL AND

points, followed butians Fram

by Mew Zeeland Tam Barton,

in m.ig';r:l place who soomd BE'.'

with 109, and en
AFCHAMIST)

The |nsest PR VA Ducketl, whao
morovement BANELADESH addzd 4z
comes  after Minhas plwyed a
Fakiztzn regis- cacHive: mie in
ke an Englara’s  cols

ermphatic B7=mun victoey over England on Tuesday, extend  lapse, <leiming oudial widkets, including those of ‘Will
ng_ bheir wiming um 0 the toumement Allrouncer Jaces and Adil Rashad in successve o=l veries. Ha suoss-
frafat Minhas wes the stendout perdoemer, somng 59 o8t gquenily ran out Ous &ikreon ta complete & remirkacle
E5 dol krories bodone caiming careerbest figures of &40 al-rund display and ses! Pakestan's comaroing victorg mie

L.eBron
Stuns
Knicks
On

Shai Gilgeous-Alesander led the
THeahoma City Thunder past tha
S Bnborio Spurs; while the
Deirpit Fisors owverturned o
22.point doticit o baat the
Boston Ceoltics.

James, who joired
Fhiladelphia after sevan
sossans with ther Los
Angaies Lakor, becamo
the first plaver in AEA his-
tony bo reach 24 seasom
n tho loasque. Ho
marked the mikesiona

Spain Extends
World No.1
Reign

Spain extended their lead over the United
States atop the AFRA/Coca-Cola ¥Women's
‘World Ranfongs n the |stest update on
ik Tuesday after the recent intormation
al window cancluded

- 4w Dy waoaring A o
La Roja, which hawa bean S i - calbedition 24th-
Bo. 1 in the rankings snce l._ _I_x[ rh' 30As0n ooy
August 2025, played tha US twice patch, which ha

during - the recent window on
American soil, pulmg out a 2-0 win in Washingten, DC on Oct.
10 and pleaying to a 2-2 draw 0 Chester, Pa, on Oct. 13,

The rezt of the top nine was unchan?.-:d_ with. Germany,
England and Japan completing the top fea, followed by France;
Brazil, Swedan ard Canada

The only new addition to the top 10in thess
updated rankings s Denmark, which dlimbed two
spots to 10th, marking the frst trme it has been in
the top 0 since August 2010, Netherlands and
Morth Korea fell one spot each to 11th and 12th,
respectively Malawi, which reached the final of
the Wamen's &frica Cup of Nations ower tha sum-
mar ta gualify for itz frst Weman's Wordd Cup
mezxk year im Brazml, was the biggest r=er, umping
49 spots to 104zh, Egyed, who have lost their
lasi throm matches by a combined margin of
15-3, fall the most, dropping 14 spats to Mo
113. The FIFA/Caca-Cala Wamen's Workd

Rankings will next be updated
w5 O Diec. 7. BEUTERS

wil| W Timough-
out the 208627
- o

Tyress Mavey

ed Fhiladeiphin win
28 oot while tolow
nw arcial Jayton Brown
aoged 17 and Jooi Emciio
sooma 13 2= e Sers
zpoied a mght it began
with the Knida raizing ther
championsip banner and
moomiving their rings

“‘-' Phiadelphin's daferce prowed cn
o, with tho Shem limibng Mew
Yark o 42 points in the =cond hall
tollowing an adiustment: 1hat swr
J-rlr:-:l::a'rc'ﬁ:'l-nﬁr?:w{,' Towims
whie Embiid, wha weas i foul smoue
bie, veas given mone freedom awery
tom the ¥nida cormier. SEWS DEX

Debut

Al eyes were an Le@ron James an the 2026- ’

27 NE&A sason tipped aff, with iha league’s all
time leading scorar making a winning geout for
the Philadieiphia Thers in his recor 24th season,
The 21 4marcad friched with 14 poirts, nne
MRDOLTGS AN sowen asEts 05 the new-look
Sivers defeated dofending champiors the Sew
Yoo Knicks §0d- 100 at Madizan Souse
Garden. Elsewtem on openirg
might

Paris
51 Germam
unded ined their status o
arca Ewopean champicns by beating
j Barcelona 4-2 in = hloddwuistar
Champions League dash on
a Tuesday, while Liverpood and
I lverp 001 Manchaster City aiso claimed
j the socond hinft.
. ™ Aleain Bac Allstes
: rcared teicae 2= Liverposal
City Win =25
goals down 1o beat
L Yillarraal 4-3 i a thelling
encountar at Anhald,
Fhit Foden scored & hat-

viclonies
trck to lead Manchester City to

QATAR

P56 pappered the Barcelona
AIRWAYs

goal im the cpening five minutes,
with Kvaratsidhel ia hitting the paost
befare the game zetiled into o
rhytbmn. The hosts gradusily took contral

mecfield and want ahoad after Yamal
umrendarad passessian in his own histt,
allowing Croue to drive a fierca low shot
mto the cormer Goal kooper Joan Garcia
produced sevaral saves to keep Bancelona
m the contest before Espart, making his
first Champicns League star, created and
finizhed a supert miowva to equalisa inthe
55th mmute.

Forran Torres hit tha post against his
farmer dub before Hernander headed
FSG in front from a comer n the 72nd
minuta, starting a burst of foar goals'in 14
manuies. Lamine aqualised again for
Earcelona with a brill iant irdradunl efford
Marguinhos, along wath Bancalona’s n the 79th minuwta, before Witinhs
Diani Qlmo, all farced off through responded for PS5 with & fime. strike 109
irqury soconds iater EEJTERS

1 wan owar AEX Athans at the
Etihed Stadium, with Elliot
Anderson and Bayan Cherki aba
on the scoreshoet as Eding
Haaland was rested

F50 putlast barcalona
Earcelona arrreed &l tha Farc
dos Princes with a perfect recard
across all compeatitians this seasan,
but P55 proved more clirical inca
braathbass contest to hand tha
Catafans their frst defeat of the
CATPagN.
The relertiass tempo took ids
toll, with P3G s Cusmane Demibale,
¥hvicha Kvaratskhel i and

Dhzmire Dioue, Lucas
Hemardez, Yitinka and
Fataan Ruiz scared far P50,
wirth Xavi Eqoart ard
Lamira Yamal twice
pulling Barceiona laved in



