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Stamp out terrorism 

in KP at all costs: PM 

Ahsan tasked with contacting 
J| to avert protest 

Prima Minister Shehbez Sharit on Wednesday said thes 
the surge .of ferrorism in Khyber Pakhtunkhwea must be 
tamped oot at all costs, mitorsbog hic govemment's 

desire to Gring ihe provinea's development.on parwith the 
rest of she country. 

The prme minister, in a mecting with Federal Minister 

for Sesh Affsirs and -Gilgit-Baltistan Engineer Ame 
Magem, who cafed on him here, paid triste to the 

immense sacrifices mrdered by ihe people of KF in the 
fight against terrarem. 

Daring the: mesting, they discussed the: matters 
pal ing to Aged Jemmooand Kachmir (AJK), Gigit- 

Bohtiston (04), and Khyber Pisthtunkres 
Muga brinted the prime ministor.on matter: nelsind 

to AUK and GE. 
Pome Minister Shehbar cieected for maintaining 

montinuens mamentum to anaune. the walfsre, 
development, end joowisson of basic amenities bo the 

people of Azedi Jarmuand Kashmit and Gilgit-Balfsten, 
Ho ssid that the develooment of AJE and GB, m weil 

ms: the prosperity of their people, wes among. the 
government’ $ priorities. 

Soperately, @ goverment delegabor led by Natanal 
Assembly Spoaker Ayar Sadiq called on UF chict 
Maulana Focal ur Rehman at his resideree im lelamabed. 

According tn sources, the governmant delegation 
brtesed Fadl on the-ongaing pol itscal aon and said the: 
Goverment war-nat maponsiole for the dead lack in tal ke 
with the PTI, 

The delegation said the KP: chief minister's refucal to 
nopoerte.on the gaue-of terorsm had-become's reason 

for the failureof effects to resolve the matter, srcomding to 
scLIceS 

He ssid pegobations wens necessary. to resolve. the. 
issues. He urged all sides to: ecopt'the peth of dialogue in 
the national interact. 

Moamvhile, Prime Minster’ Shehbar Shee? on 
Wednesday cirected Pisnning Mirester Shesn letel to 
contact Jemast-2-llani (Jl) Geputy Eric Lisquat Betoch as: 
the government seeks to scvence distogue with the party. 

According ioe -sintement [saued by the Prime 
Minister's Offer, bsan lqbel contacted Lisquat Baloch on 
the poime minister's specal instructions and conveyed 
Shehbec Shards message to the ll lesdership: 

Esdieria telephone: conversation wes held between 
Pome Minister Shobbar Sharil-and the JI Emir, during 
which the premiee requested him to withdraw the Perty’s 
call for = protest. Following the“ prima minster’ 
Intenventon, the i leadership postponed the protest call. 

4bsan ighsl said the meeting agreed epon during the 
pome minisber’s conversation with the Jl Eris would: be 
held coor: at a mutually agmed time: “Fraviding relict to 
the people = among the government's pronties,” he sad, 
acding that the government.and JI would sit together to 
discuss the meter Surihor, abr 

  

  

     
   

      

    

   

    

its 
terror in’ the province and 
criminal indifference” 

“Enough is enough!!!” hewrote 
inn post on &. 

“The FT provincial government is. 
roamin 
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‘Enough is enough’: Centre 
raps KP on terrorism 

chance [Minister Khawaja 
aif acaniled the PThlad KF 
government for COMIN 

"complete detachment from 

the stroets for a so 
called failed political long 
march, while its facilitators 
have unleashed a frash 
wee. of terrorism against 
the paople of KP during 
this very time,” he said 

Tho minister receiled 
Tuesday's ottecks in Dera 
Istmimil Khan, whore 

customs officials were 
amang five poople klled 

He ramarked thet the 
antira provincial cabinet, 

including the chiel minester, 

was “numb to this serious 
matter and fully engrossed 
im thair politically failed 
fang march®. 

“As shways, these 

insensitive and shameloss 
did people nok gwen 

condemn the innocent 
murder of these five 
individuals in Gl Khon, 
offered mo condolences to 
the grieving families, did 
nat attend their funerals of, 
at the very loast, viset their 
homes to express regret,” 

Asif ragrotted 
"This iz imaxcusable by 

any standard.” 
Instead, the defence 

manster noted, the KP Ch 

had scheduled = meeting at 
his. party's behest ta 
repomand the 1 and chief 
sacretary for attending the 

governor's cacurity meacting 
“The chiaf minister and his cabinet of a 

rovinca uncar ihe scourge of farrorism 
ie completely abandoned the province's 
People to the mercy of the terrorists. That 
is why the people of KP ara protesting 
against the provincial government on the 
streets in varPous oneas. 

"This con ono longer be tolerated,” 

Asif declared. 
The defence minister accused the KP 

goverment of being in "complete 
collusion” with terrorists, saying there was 
evidence available of “its facilitator 
ecosystem, which avery Pakistani has 
winessed with their own ayes over the 
Past three years” 

The defence minister said that the 
"time has come to make crucial 
decisions” 

“KP cannot be left any tanger to the 
mercy of incompetent, insensitive rulors 
anc Taliban allies,” he owowad. 

Asif further stressed that the unity of 
the country cannot be put at risk. “An 
entire province cannot be held hostage 
Enough i enough” 

Meanwhile, Adviser to Prime Minister 

on Political Affairs Rana Samauliah on 
Wednesday again offored talks to PTI, 
saying the government's doors remained 
open for negotiations 

Addressing a grasa conference, the 

PM's aide said: “Mo demands can be met 
by holding the state hostage.” 

“Political differences can be rasolved 
through negotiations,” Sanaullah added. 

He urged PT to “sat-aside porsonal 
interests" and come forward to resolve 
issues. 

The PM's aida aloged that PTs sole 
agenda wes to create instability in the 
country, saying political instabality had 
continued since 2014. 

He said attempts to surround 
Islamabad had remained a key point of 
PTl's polities since its 2074 march on the 
capital, adding that the party was now 

   

‘trying to march on Islamabad again. 
Sanaullah said that PTl wes using the 

KP government's resources for the march, 
saying prowincial resources had bean 
“thrown into” the effort over the past hwo 

yones. 
Moving on ta the security-srbeabom in 

EP the PM's aide sad intalligance-based 
operations would continua in tha 
provinces, Ho said ino naw operstion was 
being leunched and “no Fs will be 
made", adding that the federal 

government and the field marsha! had 
alroady made this clear 

He said the provincial anex-committoe 
was headad by the chiel minister, but 

Sohail Afridi had held only ona meating 
during his 11 months m office: 

“|e i necessary that the policy against 
terorism is anplemented,” the PiMileN 

leader said. 
Separately, KF Chief Minister Sohail 

fdndi on Wednesday condemned a 
seconty moating chaired by Governor 
Faisal Karim Kundi, calling it “an attack on 

the Constitution and democracy” and 
warning that his gowarnmant would mot 
allow ‘any conspiracy to break up 
Pakistan” to succeod 

Healso accused the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PFP} of tring to create “ancther 
East Pakistan’, alleging that the party had 
praviously prioritised personal interests 
over national interests. “Wi are with 
Pokistan ond will mot allow snyone to 

braak Li Pakistan under any 

Groumstances. Whatever their intentions, 
‘God willing, thay will fail," he addad. 

Whila addressing aomeasting of the 
provincial cabinet, Afrid) said the 
provincial governmant had been elected 

with two-thirds majority and that the 
provinceal assembly, cobinet and 

government remained intact. “The drama 
staged by the gavamar yesterday was 
awtromely regrettable and condemnable,” 
he seid, adding, "The governor presiding 
over such 4 meeting ts an attack on the 

  

Constitution and democracy.” 
Afridi questianed the governor's 

authority to summon the chiet secretary 
and IGP while on elected provincial 
povernment was in place. 

“There is 9 constitutional procedure 
for removing a chied minister. The vote of 
ea-confidence iz the mechanism to do 
so,” he said, adding that he would consult 
the oosdvecate general on tha 
constitutional status of the meating and, it 

macessary, legislation would be 
introduced = thraugh the provincial 
astembt 

He further stated thet the advocate 
general of K-F wauld be consulted on the 
constitutional status af the meeting bald 
on Tuesday 

He sdded that there was a 
constitutional procedure for removing e 
chial minister and that a vote af no- 
confidence was. the mechanism provided 
for thes purpose. 

Afrid: defended his. government's 
record on policing and counter-terrorism, 
saying it had worked continuowsly to 
strengthen the police, CTD -and Special 
Branch snce he took oath on October 15, 

2025. 
“The wenpons now with our police 

are nok with any other police force im 

Pakistan,” he seid, adding that his 
government had invested in CTD 
infrastructure and) provided funds to 
strengthen the Speecml Branch, which be 

described as the “eyes” of the provincial 
gevernment. bacausa aifective 
intelligence was key to prevanting 
attacks. 

He abo pressed the polite and 

administration for their sacrifices in the 
fight against terrorism, saying they had 
halped take the province from # pariod 
marked by ammunition and suicide 
attacks towards poaca. 

Afridi also accused the. foderal 
government of treating K-P as oa 
“stepchild". siws pes 

  

Saudi deployment predates 

  

Makkah Pact: ISPR 
Pakistani troops are 
already present in Saudi 
Arabia across multiple 

capabilities and domains, 
Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) 

Director-General (DG) 

Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif 
Chaud hry said on 
Wednesday. 

Asked by CNN whether Pekisten 
mops. or personnel weer aleady on 
fhe ground in Saudi Arable es. part of 
Se Makkeh ol imee, the OG SPR said 

he forces bed been therefor decedes. 
"Paidsseni troops have been thom 

Jin Sud, Arabia,” Lt 
sid. 

He said the Makieh allisnoe had 
not emerged “in a vacuum", pointing 

    

Forces 

Killing of two Afghan 
nationals in Kurram 
operation uncovers 

fresh evidence 

of cross-border 
terror network 

Security forces have kifed 18 
india-oecked berrorists in multiple 
persons conducted in Khyoor 
Falcttunkhwa [KF] and Balochistan, 
security scrurnes: sect on Wednesday: 

The opetions wore cared out. 
ageinst Fitna al-Khewarg in KP under 
the Armee-isbahkam won and Fitna 
ee Hindusten in Sslochisten, said ihe 

Security paurnes. 
Securty forces tergebed militant 

hideouts in KPs North Warzstan 

    

to she 
politzcal, 
peocle tie: between Pakistan, Saudi 

Arabia and Turkiye. 
"Sa | ocean share with you that 

longstanding diplomatic, 
military and peaple-to- 

Pokintom troops, ino malticde 
conabilitie: and domains. are already 

there,” he GG SPR sad. 
The nemarks come afer Pakistan, 

district and adjoining armas, ling 13 
Militants, they ede 

Separately, security forces 
conducbed an operation against Fitna 
Hindustan in Mactung, killing five 

militants, according so the sources. 
Weapore snd smmiuniion were 

recowered from the militants during 
the operation, the security sources 

said 
FoSowing the raid, security forces 

conducted @ clearance operation in 
the ses to -climinate remaining 
rmil tenis, the sources paded 

Sepersioly, fresh evidence of 
Aéghan nations’ awetement in 

border termricm within: Pakisten 
has.come to light following a security 
persion an the Kurram istrict: 

Two foreign terrorists: rewire! eed 
during «an intall gence -basoed 
Operetion against Parc-el-Khewarij 
an October 5 were identified as 
Afghan nationab, security sources 

  

  

Saudi Areibia and Torkige agneed to 
mmediataly implement their 

eoilectve defence commitments and 
ensure the “reeid deployment” of 
agneed military forces and capabilities 

nm Seud Arabia 
The: dockion. was taken ot.sn 

ecengency meeting of the Makkah 
Joint, Defence Agreement in Riyadh 
on Monday. according ta a jo! 
statement “shared by 
Forign ‘Othice. 

The. theme courér 
deployment would take pl 
Spproved amangements 
eccondence with their redpective 

nebonsl laws, with. the measuncs 

aimed st enhancing medinoss, rl itary: 
riegration and coldectees carecity. 

The Makkah Joint Defance 
Agreement wee  signad by 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Tirkiya 

in. August. Under the agreamant, 
an armed attack against one 
member is. considered an attack 
against all, Kew Gee 

    

   
end in 

kill 18 India-backed terrorists 
said on Wednesday. 

The deceased terorsts were 
Saidullah 

Zamshid, son of Tajalli, 4 resident of 

fanikhel in. Afghanistan's Paktia 
provinces, snd Cmar Fick: 

Their identification brings “tl 
documented count of #4 
voted in teeror act 
Pakistan to ower 257. 

Moreover, Police on Wednesday 
fepubsed a. terrorist. atbeck on the 
Shadi Pur police: cnecknest n Kohat, 

foe ecing the attaceees to Soa following 
sn intense gxchange of fine, poline 
oHicals said 

According to police, Aesvily 
ermed ierrorisss launched en.sitack on 
the chockpost with sustained gunfire 
The perenne deployed there 
responded pramety and engaged ihe 
attackers, forcing tham to retreat. Four 
colicemen sustained mjunes curing 

the exchange of fine. sews nest 

    

    

  

   

  

CM Afridi rules out 
military operations 

The PTI convoy led by Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Sohail Afridi reached 
the Khyber district on Wednesday 
with the provincial chief executive 
vowing that he would not allow 
another military operation in KP. 

The route plan for the march, being corned out 
to demand the release of jailed FT| founder Imran 
Khan, has ‘bean changing since it began. 

Tha PTl earlier planned that the chief manester 
would lead he convoy to Khairabad + which Borders 
Punjab's Atteck ~ on Oct 6 and announce tha next 
plan of sction. 

However, according ta » statement released by 
CM Adridi's office, he told the protesters in Khyber 
today that the long march would mow go all the way 
to Swab, where he would announce the noxt plan of 
acon. 

But 2 momber of the PIs: social media taam, 

Omar Farceg, told Dawn that the final dostinatian 
ramained tentative for mow. He also confirmed that 
the march will reach Peshawar on Thursday and 
spend the night tomorrow in Charsadda. The plan 
was also shared by tho focal person ta the chief 

inister on: social media, Yor Muhammad Khan 

  

The march wes announced as part of the PI's 
nationwide protest, initially schoduted for Sept 27 
but was Inter postponed to Oct 4. Om Get 4, the 
march began from Lakki Marwat and Karak, fram 
where the protesters trekked to Kohat on the 
second day and orved in Mattani, located an tha 
outskirts of Peshawar, on Tuasday night 

While the plan For the trek after Oct 8 is yet to 

be announced, the PTI praviously announced 
Islamabad as its-finel destination 

Thea Contre hes warned the party against any 
protest or gatharings in Islamabad. However, the PTI 
decided to. embark on the march after weekend 
talks with the federal government to bridge thair 
differences failed for multiple reasons, particularly 
over the counterterrorism pol icy. 

“Lowill net allow another military operstian in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwe; | will resist anti-people 
policies till lam tha chief minister,” Afidi said while 
addrassing PT) supporters in Khyber. Khyber is also 
home to Tirah, whose rosidents had agmed ta 

vacate their homes to facilitate a military operation 
against terrorists in December 2025, 

In recent months, the displaced faralies have 
oxpressad reservations over the government's 
hifilment of commitments fallawing their 
displacermant, includeng the provision of fimancial 

aSESbance. ACEHCES 
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# 

PPP nominates Bilayal for JCP mambarship 
after Naak quits 

   
We orl dl 

US seeks answers fram 
Russie on alleged plague 
eutbreak reports 

Berlin calls on Islamabad 
to fast-track GSP 
Plus refonms 

Spor 

  
Masai’s lest dance 
ands an era for érpentina 

Lifestyle 

  

Axe used by Jack 

Nicholson in The Shining 

  
SC clears way for 
divorce over discord 

ta go on sale
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Sindh Senior 
Minister Sharjeel 

Inam Memon has 
said that Sohail 
Afridi should first 

prove himself as a 
Chief Minister and 
should not became 
a spokesperson for 
Imran Khan's 

political agenda, 

and should pay 

  

harjeel tells Afridi 
to act like a CM, 
not as Imran's 
spokesperson 
Orders accelerated work on Yellow Line 

BRT project for timely completion 
Shaped! Inem Memon said that the 

Karachi's 
Line BRT is an important project 

Reacting ta the statement of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa — Chiof 
Mirester Sohail Afridi, he saad in a 
stetement that fram the day of his 
oath-taking until today, Soha 
Afridi hes semained engaged in 
the mission of Imran Khan, while 
Khyber Pakhiumkhwe is in the gris 
of terrorism, snd the Chiof 
Mirester of KP is concerned woth 
fighting bran Khan's caso instead 
of-punning the prowinoe. 

Share! lnam:Mernon-ssd that 
insteed of putting the burden of bi 
dsihure on others, Sohail Adrich 
shotad answer for the deteriorating 
situation of his province. He said 
fiat using the Fall of Chae for 
Pelitical point-sparing is an ircult 
fo history, fe. martyrs, -end- the 

naten. Cisterting fistery and 

Pakiten Peoples Fartyhesnoreed in 
fora pabiotisn cenificate fom a 
novice politician lie Sohail AAndi 
Tho Pasisten Peoples Party. ts: the 
chain of the federation; those who 
engsge in the politics of hatred 
and diveson should first foot aot 
their own political oi, and after 
that point a finger at the Pakistan 
Peoples Pary. 

Separately, an emportant 
meeting regarding the Yellow 
Line SRT project wee held under 
the chairmanship of Sindh Saniar 
WEnister and Provincial Mirester 
for Information, Transport and 
Mass Transit. Sharjecl [nam 
Maman, “in. which © Seonetary. 
Transport Asad Zamin, Project 

Girectoe Yedow Line fama! Dayo, 

Managing Dfector Sindh Macs 
Trarsit Authority Behzad Memen 
and other concermed officials 
Peiticipated. In the meeting, a 
detailed review was made of 
werigus canstructian works. of the 
Yollow Line BRT, the ongoing 
peogress on the project end 
mportant sections, while the 

concomed officials brefod Saniar 
Minister ‘Sharjeel Inam Memen 
Tegasding the ongoing work on 
the project. and =~ various 
constuction packages. 

On this ocesmon, Senior 

Manister Sharjee! Inam. Memon 
Girected that all selrwant- works of 

  

   

public | transport 
system; therofon, construction 
work should continue day and 
night so that this project Sor the 
orovslon of modern treval 
facilities con be compécted os 
‘soon as possible. 

Shaqee! finan. Mormon, while 

ako deecting that. the ongoing 
construction week on the second 
part of Taj Haider Erdge. be 
completed es spon as. possible, 
ssid thet rapid progress in the 
construction work of Taj Heider 
Bridge shouid be snsured. He sso 
drocted thet the porstnectian wodk 
of the © project's: important 
components, the depats, be taken 
forward on @ prianty basis and that 
every part oof the project be 
reguiarly monaored. He made & 
Crear that atong with the speed-of 
constructor work, quality shoud 
abo be ensured in ewery case. 

Senior Minister Sharjec! [nam 
Memeet seid thet the Sindh 
‘Government is working on warious 
pepjects for the proveion of a 
modem and integrated masz 
transit system in. Karachi. The 
Yollow Line BRT is pert of the 
Sindh Goserriment’s 
comprehensive transpoct vision, 
while in wiew of  Karachi's 
Hermesing population and travel 
ngeds, a modem. public transport 
systam is imevitabe. He said shar 

  

  

Sindh presents 
$562m worth of 7 

development projects 
Sindh's Minister for 

Planning and Development, 
Jam Khan Shoro, stated 

that the Government of 

Sindh has presented seven 
investment projects worth 

approximately USD 542 

million at the National 

§0%5s Investment Fair. 

The aim of these projects = te orente 
investment opportunities in public 
infrastructure, transport, and basic 
facilities. He emphesized that private 
sector and development partners’ 

inwestment is crucial for addressing water 
supply challenges, improving veater 
resouro2 management, and supporting 
development projects in Sindh 

The ovent was ‘attended by 
Chairman Flsnaing and Covelopment 
Najam Shah, Imigation Secretary Zard 
Khero, officials from Balochistan, and 
other Santor representatives. 

Speaking at the closing ceremony of 
the National SDGs Investment Fair and 
later addressing the media, Jam Khan 
Shore said that the two-day fair provided 
en important platform to — link 
development needs: with investment 

opportunities: and financial solutions, 
enabling dimact interaction and 
negotiations Between prapact 

developers, investors, financial 

institutions, and davalopment partners. 
Ha highlighted Sindh's strong 

experience im publ ic-privata 
partnerships in infrastructure and service 
Projects. The Malir Expressway. Riverine 
Forestry, Delta Blue Carbon, Shahrah-o- 
Bhutts, and Thar Coal Project ore 

notable’ examples, These projects 
damonstrate thet with proper planning 

Karachi receives water from Keanjhar 
Lske, located about 100 to 150 
kilometers: away, while Sindh's major 
cities are situated along the Indus River, 

making the province heavily dependent 
on it, A shortage of water in the river 
further aggravates supply challenges. 

He noted that Sindh has fawer than 
100,000 tube wells, compared to 
Pumjab's approximately 1.4. million. Ho 
also axpressed concern aver polluted 
water entering the indus River and the 
rising levels of Total Dissolved Solids 
(TOS) at Kot Barrage, stressing the 
need for effective measures to address 
water quality and supply issues. 

dam Khan Shoro added that 
investment iin rainwater harvesting 
projects is another major challenge. 
Advancing thase projects ofectively 
requires financial resources, propar 
planning, and innovative inwestment 
mechanisms. 

Ho strossod that 3 achinaving 
sustainable development goals commot 
roly solely on government budgets; 
nivale investment, development 

ancng, climate finance; and public 
private partnesrlies must ba utilizod 
edfactvely. According ta him, adopting 
suitable financial models for each project 
is essential to ensure completion: and 
improved public services 

The Minister said that the Sindh 
government is focusing on project 
Preparation, transparent procedures, 
and strengthening — institutional 
frameworks to facilitete investment. 
He clantied that the true success of the 
investment fair will be when the 
Proposed projects translate into 
penctical partnerships, investments, 
job opportunities, ‘and improved 
public services. 

inviting investors, financial 
institutions, and development partners 

to take advantage of opportunities in 
Sindh, Jam Khan Shoro assured that attention to the 

affairs of his own 
province. the Fall. ol 

unacceptable. 

holding the Pakistan Peoples Farty 
or the Bhutio family responsible for 

East 
Senior 

taken forward 
Patistan is 

Minister 

the ‘Yolkew-Line BRT project te 
unde: 

coodinestiom and a coordinated 
strategy. He said that, che. fetaw 

mutoal 

facil 

  

the: Sindh Govemnmoent is taking al 
Necessary meesums ta provide 
better, modern: and quality travel 

qo the public. MEWS DESK, issues, 

SEPA penalises Sindh offers full support 
to Chinese investors 34 smoky 

vehicles 
The Sindh Emaronmental Protection Agency 

[SERA] has rolamed a dotailed report on vehicle 

inspactions carried out in Karachi last month as 
part of it Vehicular Emission Contra! campaign 
named at curbing air pollution. 

Sindh Secretary for Environment, Climate 
Change and Coastal Development Faisal 
Ahmed Uagaili, while briefing on the campaign, 
said 34 vehicles found emitting smoke beyond 
permissible environmental standards ware 
declared failed, issued red stickers and 
challans. He said 259 vehicles were inspected 
during September, of which 225 wore doclared 
compliant and issued green stickers. The 
vehicles declared failed hava been given a 
further 10-day period to rectify theiramission- 
related violations, failing which they would ba 
impounded. 

Ugaili said SEPA's vehicular emission 
monitoring and public awareness activities 
continued at different locations across Karachi 
from Sept 1 to Sept 30, 2024. The agency also 
coordinated with tha relevant. traffic police 
zones and the e-challan office during the 
inspections. 

He said the purpose of the monitoring 
exercise was to protect citizens. from the 
harmful affects of air pollution, provant 
excessive vehicular emissions end help ensure o 
clean end healthy environment Action against 
vehicles contributing to air pollution was bein 
intensified, he added, while inspections would 
continue at differant locations across the city. 

The secretary said no negligence would bo 
tolerated in offorts to curb environmentally 
harmful activities. Ho described tha Vehicular 
Emission Control campaign as mot moraly as 
temporary exercise buts sustained practical 
measure to control air pollution in Karachi and 
improve onviranmental standards, calling it an 
important step towards environmental 
improvement and what he termed an 
environmontal transformation in Sind h. Mews. pes, 

  

   

Sindh Local Government 

Minister Syed Nasir 
Hussain Shah chaired an 
important meeting with a 
delegation of Chinese 
investors, during which 
detailed discussions were 
held on investment 
opportunities in various 

sectors in Karachi and 
Sindh, particularly 
made firefighting 
systems and machinery, 
water-related projects 
and the establishment of 
a desalination plant in 
Karachi, 

                          

   

    

   
   

Special Assistant te tha Chiat 
Minister on Investment Onsim 
Maveed Gamar, Karachi Mayor 

Murtaza Wahab, Local Government 
Secretary Wasim Shamshad, CEG 
Water Corporation ‘and other 
relevant officers sttandad the 
meeting. During the meeting, the 
Chinese investors expressed kean 
interest in investing in various 
sectors and discussed 
opportunities for cooperation in 
modern technology, machinery 
and urban infrastructure 
davelopment projects 

OGeteiod discussions were also 
held on the provision of modern 
firefighting equipment and 
machinery and the devebopenont 

of an advanced system to deal 
with. emergency situations. 
Specking on the occasion, 
Minister Masir Hussain Shah saad 
that modern and = effoctive 
firefighting systems wera essential 
for protecting tho lives and 
Property of citizens. Ha said the 
Sindh government wanted to 
equip Rescue 1122. and the 

Karachi Metropolitan Corporation 
wath moder tmafighting systems, 
equipment and machinery to 
eneure-an immediate and aHective 
respanse during emergencies. He 
said maodarn firefighting facilities 
would help reduce cosualihas as 
wall as protect valuable property 
and urban infrastructure during 
fire incidents. 

The CEO of the: Water 
Corporation bricfed the 
mecting about the 
requirements of the 
corporation, the existing 
water suppiy system and 

weriqus prajects simed at 
improving water evailability in 
Karachi. Nasir Hussain Shah said 
special attention wes being given 
to new and sustainable water 
projects keaping in wew the 
growing papulation and increesing 
water requirements of Karachi. He 
said modem technology and 
cooperation with tha private 
sector were being encouraged to 
find long-term solutions to urban 
challenges. The minister further 
said thot Chinese investors hed 
aise oxpressed interest im investing 
inva desalination plant in Karachi, 

  

which could prove to bo an 
important dewalopmant in meeting 
the city's growing water 
raquirements. 

He said dasalination prapacts 
eculd help address water 
shortages in Karachi = by 
converting seawater into. usable 
water and could strengthen tha 
city's water supply systam in the 
future. The meeting also 
discussed creating a conducive 
environment for foreign investors, 
technology transfer, development 
of urban infrastructure and 
opportunities for cooperation in 
waricus projects: Masir Hussain 
Shah said the Sindh government 
was committed ta providing alll 

possible facilities an 
cooperation to foreign investors 
and would encourage foreign 
investment in projects: aemed at 

mmproving public services, while 

steps would continue to moderna 
Karachi's urban infrastructure by 

benefiting from advanced 
technology and — intemational 
|xperionce NEWS DEE 

  

end effective partnerships, public needs 
can bo transformed into inwestmant- 
ready projects. Discussing water supply 

the Minister explained that 

the provincial government will 
continue to colinborata with relevant 
institutions to bring these projects to 
frubtion. MEW Ded 

Hashmi stresses 
on effective 

steps to resolve 
public issues 

  

Sindh Governor Syed Muhammad Mahal Hashmi 
mat Member of the Matonel Assembly Agha 
Refullah at Governor House. Parliamentary Leader 
in Karachi Metropolitan Corporation Muhammad 
Feroz Khan and social activist Chaudhry Altamash 
ware aba presant. 

The meeting discussed matters of mutual inter: 
cet, the prevailing national and provincial situation, 
and variqus measures to address the issues faced by 
the peopl of Sindh. 

Muhammad Feroz Khan besofed Governor. Sindh 
on the problems faced by the citizens of Karachi and 
shared various proposals regarding urban develop- 
mont and improvament of basic civic facilities. 

Governor Sindh stressed tha need for affective 
and practical measures to resolve public issues and 
improve the provision of essential services. Agha 
Refiullah highlighted that work on public welfare ini- 
fiatves and development projects was progressing 
at a fast pace. 

The meeting also included consultations on 
improving public faolities in. Sindh, particularly in 
the Malir area of Karachi, as well as variaus ongoing 
and proposed development projects. News Ges 

    

  

  

Pakistan 
Navy seizes 
drugs worth 
$96m in two 
operations 

President Zardari and 
Interior Minister Naqvi 

hail successful operation 

The Pakistan Navy seized narcotic 
worth approximately $94 million. during two 
successful caunternarcatics apenstions 
white depiayed inthe Arabian Ses, the mi- 
itary's media wang said.on Wednesday 

Ina press raleese, Intee Servings Public 
Felstions (SPR) said Pakstan Newry Ship 

Yarmoos canducted the operations “at 
extended ranges from |the| Fakictani const, 
resuliing in [fe] sucessful soiture ofa lange 
cache of narcotic" 

“During the operations, two dhows 
were intercepted, and approsimetely B50 
kilogremmes oof ice and 2,000kg: of 
nashish'cannsbe were recowend from 
conpedied. comperiments inside the 
worse,” it-said 

The s@ized = -nercoticg, valued at 

spproaimasoly Pim, were teen into custody 

and will subsequently be handed! aver tn the 
ssuthorities concemed for turner dispossland 
legal proceedings, scoording to SFR 

“The sucoesstul operations reflect the 
Passtan Newy's sustained = presence, 
vigilance and. commitment to. regional 
maritime security and the fight against illicit 

trafficking at see,” the statement condudect 

Prescent Asi Ali Zander paid tribute io 
tho Paistan Wavy for its successful counter 
narcotics operations inthe Arabian Sea 

In estatemnent, he said that the “navy's 
tole it preventing illegal! activities within the 
countny's maritime  ipaundaries and 
safeguarding regional markime security wes 
commendable”. 

Ro commended the-navy"s continuous 
Vigilance, readiness and resolve agsinst 
Bicit dug ‘smugg|ing-at sea. 

Interior Minister Mansin Magi also paid 
tribute to Palestan Mewy for its “surcesstul 
and timely” operations. 

Ine-statement, he-said the navy's mole in 
regional maritime security ard in preventing 
ilegal activities at sea was commendabie. 

Last month, the Pakistan Navy comed 

  

marcofes worth approximates, $730m 
@ufing » jot counber-narcotics operation 1h 
the Arsiien Sea. The operation: was 
conducted by Pakistan Navy aps Hunain 
and Yarmeok under the ambi of maritime 

socurity operstions. 
InJune, the nawy seid around two 

  

tonnes af drigs 
500% of ice + near the coastline of Gwadar. | 
The value of seed drags wes estimated at | 
sround $215m in the international market. 

In (Ortober last your, She mawy sosed 
marcobies: worth mane ahan f¥72m, from | 
sailboats im the Arabian Son. Mews DESK 

1,800ig of hashish and 
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NATI@NAL 
Doctors require 
licence to sell 

medicines in ICT 

      

        

Presentation highlighted 
that construction supports 

72 allied industries 

The government has 
proposed raising mortgage 
finance to 5% of grass 
domestic product (GDP} by 

2035 fram below 0.5% 
currently, alongside plans te 
build 300,000-400,000 
housing units annually under 

a new housing reform 
framework, the Planning 
Ministry said on Wednesday, 

The propose oon housing, 

construction and real estaba meform 
framework wera prosented by 
Member Planning Commission 
Wages Ameer dunng 2 meating of 

the nth National Economic Mission 
under ihe “Uroan Pakistan” framework, 
held under the chairmanship of Federal 
Minister for Planning, Gevelopmant and 
Soacial initiatwes Ahsan Igbal. 

The presentation also | envisaged 
digitising |and records, permits, valuations 
and transfers by FY2029, alongside one 
window construction approvals, incentives 
linked te verfied construction milestones 
and secure escrow payments. for progearty 

transactions. Addressing the meating, 
focused on the promotion of the housing, 
conatruction and rea! estate market, Ahsan 
label said Pakistan must achwate ewery sactor 
af the economy to achieve tha waion of a 21 
trillion economy. 

Ho said the raal estate and construction 
sectors were the backbone of any ecomomy. 
as they were linked with multiple industries 
and generated significant employment 
Opportunities. The presentation highlighted 
that construction supports 72 allied 
industries and accounds for approsdmately 
9.5% of national employment 

He noted that Fokistan faced a serious 
housing chollenge, with population growth 
increasing demand while 9 lange segment of 
the popuiattan remained. without adequate 
housing facil ities 

During. the meating, tt was loarmt thet 

    

    

Government plans 
to raise mortgage 

finance to 5% 
of GDP by 2035 

Patistan’s urben population incremsed from 
approximately 74 million in 2017 to 94 
million in 2023. Annual housing demand wes 
estimated at 700,000 units against «supply of 
250,000 units, leaving an aneual shortiall of 
approximately 450.000 homes: 

The minister emphasised ihe need ta 
peomote wartical development and batter 

utilise limited land resources, while 

protecting agricultural land fram. unchecked 
horizontal eapansian. 

Figures presented at the meeting 
showed that builteup areas increased by 

104% iin Istamabed, 59% in Lahore, 435% in 

Karachi; 44%.in Peshawar and 72%. in 
Quetta between 2005 and 2022. 

Absan said Pakistan needed to 
modernise construction practices by 
intraducing mew technologies, innovation 
and more eHicient building methods 

He highlighted Palastan's strong pool of 
skilled and technical human resources, noting 
that. Pakistan workers hed demansirated 
their capabilities inthe construction sector 

across the Midd4e East. However, he said 

Patistani construction companies must ala 
build & strong international presence and 
compete in global markets. 

The manister stressed that the public 
and private sectors must wark together ta 
build 5 stronger economy. He emphasised 
that the construction sector should not 
romain limited to meeting domestic 
raquirements but must also bo developed as 

a source of exports, investment and foreign 
exchange earings. NPWS bese   

The Ministry of National Health 
Senaces, Reguistions and Coordination 

has diected registered |. medical 
Practitioners [AMPs] opersting in 
Islamabed Capital Territory GOT) so obtain 

avalid Grag Sale Linence (05) tor running 

pharmacies or medical stores. 
dccording to an advisory issued by the 

Pharmacy Servicer and Orig Control 
(PSD), unlicensed pheanmecies and 

medical stores have been dicted to 
(nmediately aeply tor the eequisiee licence 
fo awaid lege! action. 

The advisory was ssued at the fight of 
ae recent Federal Constitution Cour {FOC} 

decision 
The edvecry carified that medicines 

kept in doctors” clinics for their own 
atent would semain exempt fom the 
icensing requirement, provided the 

Ascil ity did not fall within the category of a 
commercial pharmacy or medical stone, 

Drag disthbuters- have also been 
directed not to supply medicines to any 

unl censed pAarmecy-or mi re. 
The Paketan Pham ssbciaton 

(PRA) weicomed the decision, describing ii 

eso long-eweited measure to ensure. that 
medicines are sold only through legally 
licensed: cutlets. The association said the 
decision wauid hele strengthen patient 
safety, Improve sugulatary camel isnce.and 
Promote resoonsble medicine distribution. 

& [= pertinent jo mention that the 

advisory follows he recent Federal 
Constitutiens! Court ruling thet while s 
registered doctor may prescribe and 
dispense medicines to ther. own patients, 
operating a medical store or metal drug 
outlet requires @ watid licence under the 
Droge Act, 1978. 

The Federal “Constitutsonal” Court 
(POC) hes ruled. that regetered doctors 

may prescribe and disperse medicines ta 
ther own patents but cannot operatic a 

  

   
     

  

mecheal stare or entail drug outlet withact 
eyelid |icence under thie Drugs Act, 194. 

The nuling: came in an appeal fied by the: 
Kiyber Paihturkhaa Health Departmen 

against an-cecder. ofthe Peshawar High Court, 
Dera: mad than Bench, whech had ‘halted 
proceedings against doctom accused of 
moering and selling medicines whhout the 
required ficorce. 

4A twoemember bench set aside the 
igh Court order and allowed the legal 
proceedings against the do<tors to 
continua in sccomdance with lew. 

The cour observed brat negisiration as 
@ medical practitioner and registration 
under the Pharmacy Act some different 
legal purposes, anda docior’s registration 
dods pt exempt them from be lioensing 

requirements of the Crugs dict 
The judgment -claritied that the 

Pharmacy Act, 1987 pormits 5 regestecd 
meckcal practitioner to dapense medicines 
to their own pationts or fue their own 
Prescriptions. but does not suthociaed the 
establishment of a medical store or 
commercial sale of medicines. 

The court further held) that Section 
280 Tiel of the Crugs wict protabits the sala 
of medicines without 4 valid licence and 
provides ono specal exemption for 
ragstered doctors opecating commercial 
drug outlets. The suling abo ucheid the 
euthonty of drug imspectors: to arepect 
premises, collect. samples, conduct 

searches and seize medicines in accordance: 
with the rolewant provisions of the: lin, 

The POC observed that snieeyention by 
Se High Gourt at the showecause stage 
war premature amd directed that the 
matter proceed in accordance with lm, 

The dechion is expected to strangihan 
reguisiory oversight of medicne saies-and 
reinforce ‘patient satety by ensuring thet 

commercial drug cules operte under the 
preseribod |inonsing frammoweek. APP 

    

  

  

Fulbright 
Scholar Program 

2027 opens 
for academics 

SC: Review petition 
can't reopen case 

decided by three courts 

0 er 29.3 mn 

children 

vaccinated in 
polio campaign 

AIOU extends enrollment 
deadline till Oct 19 

PMCDC reschedules 
NRE Step-l exam 

FBISE extends dead | ine 
for submission of HSSC 

registration returns 

The Higher Education Gammission (HEC) of Pakistan, in 

cdllaborstion with the United States Educational 
Foundation in Faloctan (LUSEFF], has invited appl icstions for 

the Fulbnght Scholar Program 2027 
According io the officiel announcement shared by the 

HEC on Wednesday, the prestigious program is open to 
Pakistan’ scholars and professonak who wish. to pursue 
lecturing and post-doctoral reseerth opportunities: in the 
United Ststes: The Ful bright Scholar Program is one of the 
most competitive ard fully-Aunod emchange progeams in 
the world. Under the program, selected scholars will cet up 
to 10 months of grant 

5 per the oficial notification, the progmm is open to 
all dispipl nes except clinical medicine. 

The edigieil ity criteria require appl icants:to havea PhO. 
oc terminal degre in their field, emcolient. Engin 
commuricstion sale, amd oust bo o Pakistani 

Tesidiag and working in Pakistan at the time of apel L 
The HEC has scvised interested candicetes to apply 

onfine through the official USEFP website, The lsct date to 
submit applications ic Ociober 28, 2006. 

ATOUK (n. e-majar relief for continuing students, Alama 
fobs Open Universty (A000) has extended the enrolment 

dead! ine for jis Open and Distance Leaming (201) programms 
for the Autumn 2026 somester. (On the special directions of sho 
View Chancellor WOU, the sot dete for aomiment of 
continuing students hasbeen extended til Gctaber 17, 3024. 

The decision wes taken io facilitate thousands of oid 
students who weer uneble to complete: ther enrollment 
formalities within the eadier deadline. According to the 
notification, the extersion epplies ta all COL pregracs 
offered in Autumn 2024.: The uniwersity clenified that 
continuing students can now complete ther course 
Tegistration process Siraugh the CMS Portal 

PMO: The Pakistan Medics!.and Dental Goundl (PMDC}) 

fies rescheduied the National Riegtrecian Examination (NRE} 

Stepel from Octaber 17 to Movember 8, 20G6. 
Acootding to 2 notification issued by the FMDC 

Examination Depertm the examination was posipaned 
due bo unewoidable circumstances: 

The MRE is conducted for Pakistani medical and dertal 
greduates woo have qualified sbrosd as pert of the 
registration process in Pakistan. 

FBISE; The Federal Board of intermediate and 
Secondary Education (FaISE) islarmabac has ariended the 
deed! ine for submitting Registration Returns st the Higher 
Seeondary School Cectdicate [RSSC) level for all afhl inted 

imtautions to-October 30, T0h6, 

The catension was granted in resparse to requests fom. 
sfilisted institutions and under the dinection and spocel 
intervention of the Federal ‘Minister for Education end 
Professional Trai ning, Gr fhelid Magbea! Siddiqui. 

The decision has been teen particuary in view of the 
deficulies being faced by e4flinted instkution: in Aged 
Jammu and Kashmir (OJK), as well es other afflicted 
Tatgutiens, mn complebng the registration process wenn 
the prviousy notified timefmame. Heesoes 

  

   

  

  
SC dismisses appeal 
in blasphemy death 

penalty case 

The Supreme Court has hale that 
where the judgments af three courts 
hewe gone against.a party, the:entie 
cme cannot ibe reopened in review 
Braceedings. 

The court dismissed a mview 
petition fed by acvocaie Ghulam 
Mustats Kuncwel but witholow an 
onder imposing a fine of Ris 25,000 on 
ham during the hearing. 

During the proceedings, Austin 
Macem Akhtar Afghan cbsered that 
judgments of three courts had gone 
agains? the pebtioner and that the 
Supreme ‘Court had also not slicwed. 
reopening tie matter in review. “You 
cannot open the entre case nowy,” 
he remarked. 

dustioe Naeem Achtar Afghan 
further observed that raview petitions 

were fled against ewey judgment at 
the Suprame Caurt. 

During the hearing, « heated 
exchange e466 togk place between 
advocate Ghulam Mustafa Kunchwal 
and the judges. The counsel said 
thet he was 9 sorter iswyer and thet 
the: court wasn flening to. him, 

  

   
  adding thet be sii had further 

arguments to make. 
dustice Jamel = Marcakhsil 

  

responded that the court had sereacy 
heard hs arguments 

When Justice Jarnal Mandokhail 
remarked that the fine could be 
increased if the counsel continued 
with further aque Ghulam 
Muscata undwal said, “You may 
impose o fine equal to my entire feo, 
bit please hear me. This 6 what we 
still expect trom the Supceme Court." 

dustice Jamal Mareiakhsil 
expressed regret ower ihe counsel's 
conduct, saying he was saddened by 
his attitude. 

The court had imposed a line af 

  

  

Rs 25,000 onthe counsel during the 

proces: Howeves, whi 

dismassing the review petition, it 
withdrew §he order imposing the fire. 

Bla yf case: The Supreme 
(Court on Wednesday dismissed .an 
appeal filed by comvict Gsicor Ayub 
egpinst hes desth sentence ina cane 
mowing. ihe. -upleding of 
Blasphemaus content on social media. 

A bench headed by Justice 
Hashim Khan Roker heard the case. 

The complainant, Mukemmed 

Saeed, had registered « case against 
the two accioed in Talagang, alleging 
thet they had uploaded blasphemous 
conbert:-on social media. 

The coeaccused, Amoon, was 

sequitted tor lack of evidence, while 
Oniser Syub was senienced to death 

Qnises Ayup had approached ihe 
Supreme Court challenging the death 
santonce: 

Adter hearing the case, tha 
Supreme Sour dismissed his appeal 
against the death sentence. APP 

      

  

Goodbye Donkey Route: 
Pakistan, Poland push 
legal way to Kurope 

Pakisteaa and Poland agreed on Wednesday ta 
expand legal omigeation and employment 

ftunities tor Pakistanis in Europe as part’ of 
etferis to curb Wleaal migestion, @ fongstandeng 
challange thet hes exposed: thousands of Pakistanzs 
bo dangerous smuggling routes 

The agreement came during talic: in 
iamobed bemwneen Interior Minister 
Mehsin Naqvi, Minister of ‘State for 

iniestor Tale! Chaudhry and visting 

    

   
Polish minister Tomasz 
Sismoriak, with the two sides 
also agreeing to deepen 
cooperation on intelligence 

    

aharng, counties nm and 

| coganized crime. 
Irregular migration has 

become @ major concem for 
Pakistan following # sarios of 
deadly bost disasters involving 
ie citrons ettemeting to mach 
Europe ~dhrough. -smuceling 
networks. blomsbad has msponded 
with crackdowns oon human 
smugglers, tighter scrutiny of travel 
doorments and greater cooperation with 
ELropesn governments 

“The govomme measures have resuited in a 
44 percent decline in illegal magration fram Pakistan 

j to Europe,” Naqvi ssid, according to a statement 
from: bis ministry. He said Pakistan hed adopted a 

  

  

  

    
      

  

   
   

    
    
   
    
    

"zercstolerance” policy toward illegal migration, drugs 
and organaed come-and argued that doser bilatersy 
ceardination could further reduce such ofances. 

Seemeniak said Pakistani citizens arriving in Poland 
through legal channels would be welcamed, 
according to ihe stetement 

During Wednesday's meeting, Pakistan and 
Poland. slo agreed to finalize sewers 

agresments, incuding one on smustuel 
legal assistance, and (incroese 

epoperstion between their lew 
enforcement agencies. 

4 Paksteri Intenor Ministry 
delegation led by Chaudhry wi 
visit Poland to advance the 
agreements, while thie - two 
pides also discussed the 
posstiil ity of visafree traval for 
holders of official passports. 

Sermoniak’s wert & part of e 
brasder push to expend bilsteral 

tes. He met Prime. Minister 
Shohibaz Shei? on Sunday and 

President. Act Ali Zardeci on Tuosday, 
with discusmons covering peditica and 

economic relations as woll 45 -sevurity, 

migration and counierterrorem cooperation. 
Pakistan-and Foland also agreed ta expand trade, 

business and people-topeosle ties, while Neaw 
thenked Warsaw for supporting Pakistan's acoess to the 
European Union’: GSP Flus trade scheme. Newt pee 

     

      

  

The Pakistan Polio Eracicatian initietiwa: (FEI) has 

succesctully concluded its weeklong Sub-National Folio 
Vecometion Campaign, vaccinating mone than 29-4 million 
children under Sve across 119 bigh-isedistricts. According 
ta the National Emergency. Operations Centre (NECK), 
the campaign, conducted September 210 te 27, 
dertoyed mare than 273,000 fontiine polio workers to 

sdminisier bao drops of oral polio. wecoine [OPW] to 

Bligite chidren through coomto-door visits. 
Proliminary data showed that mare than9:07 million 

children were wacOnated in 21 districts of Furgeb, over 
70.14 million in So districts. of Sindh, and mone than 724 
milion in 37 districts of ‘Khyber: Fakhtumnkhwa. In 
Balochistan, mone than 2.32 million chadren were 
wsccinabed wcrocs 32 cistricis, while ower 443,000 children 

reconed the vaccine in blamebed and moe than 130,003 

in twas districts af Gi jaltesten. 
The compaiga achieved 100 percent of the target 

soross the cowered distniets. OF the children inetially missed 
dunng household visits, targeted: rewaits and folow-up 

eHorts resulted in &d percent being vaccinated. The NEOC 
mid 627,776 children, representing 2.1 percent of ‘the 
Rampaign. target, remained missed and would requre 
nortinued fpliow-up. 

The campaign focused particularly an reaching missed, 
mero-dase- ard previously missed chilcren, ss weil as those 
from mobile, migrant:and other high-risk populetions. The 
fampeign wee conducted smultensauely with Afgharisan 
to strengthen coordinated -vaccnation affarts snd mduce: 
the risk of cross-border transmisaion of polio virus. 

The NEGC said Pakistan Aad reduced paralytic polio 
cases by 89:8 pement, fram an estimated 20,000 cases in 

the wary 1990s to 31 in 2025 snd steso dar-in 2026. Four 
of the Sa polia cases reporied this year were from 
southem Khyber Paicdhtunkhaa, whore. securtyrnisted 
access constraints have aHected vaccination actwvibies. The 
campaign wes deferred in Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajereur 
duc te deployment of security personnel for other 
essential duties. The MECC, in coordination with nfleverdt 

suthonties, wal conduct the. campaign in the beo i 
ata later stage. ARF 

LHC bans 

arrests of 

suspects on 

court premises 
Tha Lahore High Court (LHC) on Wednesday 

imposed a complote ban on the arrest of suspects fram 
the court premises 

In this connection, the registrar of the LHC wrote.a 
letter to the Punjab BGP in which he told him to order 
police not to arrest. any individual from the court 
premises, even if his or her bail had boon cancalled 

"Tha directives issued in 2014; 2076 snd 2021 
should be implamented in letter and spirit,” wrote the 

reagisirar. The ragisirar asked the IGP to convey the 
court orders to all police officers and personnel and to 
make sure that the court orders were followed. 

The regstrar also asked the IGP to. submit a 
preliminary repart. on the implermantatien of the court 
orders. Be 
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EDIT@RIAL 
  

NOCIA reperted multipss arrests and policy 
crackdowns related to cfline harassment 
and digtal blackmail in September 2026 

  

    

     

  

Housing poli 

reach ordinary 
Pakistanis 

  

The new National Housing. Policy 2025 
comes after neany 25 oars, but its real test vill 
not be the quality of the document. It will bo 
whether it can change the housing conditians af 
ordinary citizens. Patan faces a serious hous 
ing shortage, rapid urbanisation, rising land 
prices and: a:large number ‘of informal sattie- 
ments. Foe millions. of fowe and middle-income 
familias, owning a home hes become incross- 

ingly difficult bacause af axpensive land, limited 
housing finance and weak protection of land 
nights At the same tae, many people live in 
settiement: without proper water, sanitation, 

roads and other basic services. housing pol icy 
thet remains confined to government offices, 
conferences and official statements will do tittle 
to soWve these problems. The announcament of 
affordable housing, rental housing, better land and 
teoure and improved finance is welcome, but 
Pakistan has sean policies before that fated 
because of wask implementation, poor coordi: 
nation and limited institutional capacity. 

The governmant must mow turn the policy 
into a practical programme with clear targets, 
tenelinas and public sccountability. Housimg 
finance should become genuinely coessible to 
flow. and amaddie-income familins, while banks 
and public institutions should develop: aford- 
abla long-tann finarang options. State land can 
be used for planned houang schames, but such 
Projects. must mot become another sourca al 

speculation or benafit. only tha wealthy. Informal 

who. should 
unit rato vw 

is- ultimately 

households 

trial ame 
Instead, the 

Cheap power 

cannot hide 

ihe real cost 
The.government's request te review the discaunt> 

ed electricity package for industrial and agricultural 
consumers raises a difficult but important question: 

pay for cheap power? The Fis2298 per 
aS introduced te encourage addtional 

elactricty use, but the cost of supplying that astra 
power has mow risan far sbowe the feed tariff. The 
government says the average marginal cost has 
reached sround Rs32 per unit, while the loss-adiusted 
cost has been even higher. Thi 

  is maans the diference 
being carmed by the wider power system 

and, potentially, by other consumers. A‘subsidy for 
industry and agricuiture can be justdied whan it sup 
orts production, jobs, exports and investment. But it 
ecomas unfair when its cost is quinth shifted to 

and businesses already ‘struggling with 
high electricity bills. The sharp rise in marginal costs 

the strang growth im consumption under the 
scheme show that the present arrangement cannot 

continue withowl a proper rosie. 
MEFRA should therefore revise the scheme, but it 

must do so carefully and transperently. The answer is 
not to suddanty remove the incentive and push indus: 

ltural users towards higher costs. 
tanff should be finked to the actual cost 

of additional electricity through a-dear ond pre 
dictable formula: Any subsidy should be targeted at 
activities that increase production, farm output, 
experts or omploymant rathar than simply rewarding 
higher consumption. The government should also 
publish the full cost of the scheme and clearly explain 
who is: paying for the subsidy Most ‘importantly, 

  

Keeping humans central 

Al can improve 
Speed, access ta 

information and 

technical 

performance, 
Humanica can help 

ensure that these 

technological 
advances are 

guided by 
empathy, 

judgement, 

creativity and 

responsibility, 

Fer healthcare in 
particular, this 

balance is 
essential. The 

ultimate purpose 

of technology 

should be to 
improve humen 

lives, 

Creativity also has 

a major rola to 
play. Al can 

process huge 

amounts of 

information and 
identify patterns, 

but human 
creativity remains 

essantial when 

dealing with 

unusual problems 
or developing new 

setiioments should be upgraded where possible 
instead of simply boing demolished, and basic 

be prowded to their rosdants. 
Rental housing aso desernses- greater. attention 
because not avery family can or warts to buy 0 
house. ‘Most importantly, fedaral, provindal and 
local institutions must work together on land 
use, transport, water, sanetetion and urban plane 
ning. The success of the Mational Housing Pall 
should ultimately be measured not by how wall 
it is launched, but by haw many fomdlies gam 
secure, atfordable and decent homes. 

services. must 

For families caring 

for disabled peopls, 

the current system 
can be frightening, 

Parents often have ta 

make difficult 

dacisions about 

employment, 
housing, education 

and daily support. 
They also face a lack 

of reliable 

Information about 
what services will be 

available winen their 

children become 

adults, 
This preblem 

becomes especially 

serious when 

disabled young 

people leave 

education, Familias 
often describe this 

pariod ase “cliff 

edge", 

halping -pro   forced to can 
domestic and commercial consumers should mot be 

an unfair cross-subsidy. ff the schome is 
clive sectors, its benefits shoud be 

Measured against its cast to the wider economy. 
NEPRA should also maview the programme regulary 
instead of allowing a temporary incentive te become a 
permanent burden. Cheap electricity can support eco: 
nomic grvath, but it cannot remain cheap. for one 
group by making power more expansive foreveryone 
ebe. The government needs a tanif system that 
encourages product alectricety use while making its 
teal cost visible and fairly alread 

approaches, 

Healthcare 
education should 

therefora 

encourage 
students to think 

boyond standard 
solutions, 

  

Artificial intelligence {Al is raced by 
becoming part of everyday | ite, inci 
ing classrooms, universities and health- 

come. @s technology tskes on more 
tesks. that wore once pertcemed by 
people, hagher education fapes an 
mporiant. challenge: how to Genefit 
from Al without fesing the hurnan qual- 
ties. Ena? mabe educetian and health 
eaep meaninghul. 

(OGre-emerging apprasch = kumen- 
cso concept focused an-understanding 
and develoning important Auman quali- 
ties. [ts growing use in higher education 
offers 8 Way bo connect technology with 
human abilities and encourage ormater 
cosmestion hebwoon defecent acodem- 
c fields In-heelthcore ecucation, thiz 
Spprcech cen help propere students and 
professional to use advanced technolo 
gies while keeping patients:end Auman 
tedatiodships'st. He centre of their work. 

Hurmanics is based on the ides that 
technrdogical progress should strength: 
en human capebdition rather than 

  

weplace them, This: 
ia particularly 
mportant sin 

  

gence is incneas- 
ingly being used 
for diagnosis, 

sesearch, treatment 

Planning, medical 
seconds. aad other 
areas.  Athough 
these toob can 
mprove efficiency 
and support. better 

i mora, healths 

  

   

  

   
and trum. 

Fairleigh Dickinson Uneversity has 
Begun incorporating numanics into its 
educations! approach as part of an 
effort ta prepare students fora rapid be 
changing world. The unteorsity is work: 
ing to eqsure that healthcare stucants 
develop both technical knowledge end 
ihe sbdty to understand the people 
they will eventually sere. 

The operosch focuses. on five main 
Pillars: empathy, agility, cuttun! compe- 
tenes, ity end. catical thinking: 
These: qualitios arc-incresingly impar- 
tend in.gn envionment where technolo 
gy tp deweloping at a remarkable speed. 

Empathy allows, hoethoare profes: 
sional: to understand the feelings, con- 
ces and experiences. of petionis. A 
machine may iderdity 2 mecical condi 
tion, but i cannot fully understand the 
feer or uncertainty experencad by a 
patient nceting déficuly news. Human 
nisrscton therefore ramars an cssen- 
tel pert of heathoare. 

Agtay S equaly important becsus 
healthcare professionss must fram: to 
adapt ta new? technologies, changing 
medizal practines: end different patient 
needs. Students: who can adjust to 
change wil ba better prepared far work 
Places where Al snd other technologies 
ane litely to evolve continuously. 

Cultural competence fs anciher 
mportant clement. Hoakheare profes 
sionals wark. with people fom.diHerent 
social, Hours! aqd economic bare 

grounds. Undarstanctng these differ 
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care. 

vity also tas a major role to 
play. Al can process huge smeunt of 
information and identify pattems, but 
human crestivity remains. ascential 
when dealing with unusual problems or 
developing now approaches. 

Healthcare education should tonefore 
encourage students to think beyond 
standard solurtiarrs. 

Critical thinking mey (bo the mast 
important qual ity in an alediven enwi- 
ronment, Students need to understand 
that infarmabon produced by technolo 
gy i oot suiometically correct. They 
must be sble te question information, 
cuamina cvidence, identify emccs snd 

make roaporaible decisions. 
However, introducing humenics imta 

uniwersities ix nat withowt challenges: 
Academic Imaders may encounter twa 
eetreme wiews about Al. Sore peaple 
see te-chnodogy as the solution to. almost 

every problem, while 
others: regard it with 
suspicion end fear that 

1 could undermine 
eaucatian end profes 
sional work, 

Neither pozition is 
acy to provide a uze- 

ful long-berm solution. 
Universities need to 
mowe toward: o. ins 
anced -sporoach if 

which Jl is frosted asa 
powerful tool rather 

then aither a complete 
AnoaWwer Oran enemy. 

This requtes 
cooperstion= 3c 
scademic disciplines. 
For axampee, lascers 

of liberal carts pros 
Qrenmes and ‘healthcare schoo can 
wort together to expler how human 
sills can be incanparnted inte profes 
sons! educxion, Such discussions can 
encourage faculty members, depart 
mant heeds: end students to develop 
new ideas-and practice! project. 

Universities can aco create dedicat- 
ed-spates where teachers, student, 

employers and technology experts work 
Segethor These hubs can become labo- 
retories fer testing mew ecucational 
approaches, developing partnerships 
and soheng neal-work? proteers. 

The central lassen is that the future 
of educatan should not bea compet 
tion between humans and machines. It 
should be about 
fo work together 

Al can improve speed; acoass to 

indormation and technical performance. 
Fumanics can help ensure that these 
fechnotogical acvances are guided by 
empathy, jucgement, creaiwity and 
respansicil ity. 

For healthcare in particule, this mel- 
essential. The ultimate. purpose 

of technolegy should be to. improve 
humen lives. Universities therefore have 
6 neeporischi to peppare gredustes 
who can use powerful digtal tools whila 
sill seeing, bearing 4nd understanding 
the person behind every case. 

The future of higher education may 
depend on_achwnning exacily that be- 
ance: using technology to sirengshed 
human perormance, mot replace it. 

      

   

  

  

  

  

   

Social care must include disabled people 
AC powerful speech by Andy 

Burnham on the future of social core 
has crested hope, but it has also 
caised = important 
questions about 

how his proposed 
Rational care cery- 
ice will actually 
wark. Bumham has 
promsed = major 

changes to 
England's vacial 
care system, 

including parsanal 
and = home-based 
come thet would be 
available trea when 
peopla need it. 
The: if an important 
gaa, but the gov 
ernment meus. 

make sure that 
working-age dis- 
abled people are 
given equal attention 

Much of the politcal discussion 
about social caro focuses on older 
pose This) = understandable 

couse the issua is ensier for the 
public ta understand: However, a 

lange port oof Englands social care 
budget is spent on working-age 
adults: with disabilities. Ther neods 
are also senous, and many families 

lesa with constant uncertainty about 
‘what will happen te ther loved anes 
in the fubure- 

For families caring for disebled 
poopie, the current system:- can bo 

frightening, Farents often have to 
make diffeult daocisions about 
amployment, housing, education and 

daily support. hand Ao face a lack of 
relinbia information about what cary 
toes will be available when their chil- 
dren become adults. 

This problem bacomes especiatly 
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serous when dsabled young peapla 
jee education. Families often 
describe this period asa “cliffiedge” 

4 young person 
may hewa racered 
support. theaugh 
scheal or collage, 
but that support 
con change: dra 

“f matically ~ whan 
they enter adult 
social core. 

Parents then 
have ta ask. basic 
questions. ‘Well 
their son or dau 
ter be able to find 
work? lf thoy 
remain at home 
what support will 
the local council 
provide?. Will they 
recaive = engugh 
activities and 

opportunites to davelop their skills? 
H they mows into supported accom 
madation, will they have a good qual 
ay of fife? 

These concern: are parbeularty 

mmportant far people with autism and 

learning disabilities: Thair needs can 
not shways be placed into simple cat 
egones. 4 porson may appear abla to 
manage some parts. of daily life but 
still need considerable support in 
other nreas. 

Recent proposals-to change dis. 
abslity-releied benefits have added to 
these worries diny reduction in finan 
cin! support for disabled young peo 
pla could put additional pressure on 

farnilies: already struggling wih the 
cost of care. The goverment must 
therefora «cansider social’ care 
employment and banafis togathar 
mstead of treating them as separate 
Bes 

The govammont haz established 
an independant commission led by 
Baroness Louse Casey to. examine 
the future of edult social care. The 
commission is axpected to consider 
the needs of both older people and 
working: dixbled adults. This is 
welcome, but the government must 
make suna that the needs of dissbiad 
people remain central to the final 
plan. 

The currant system has mony ser- 
cus weaknesses. Cine major proolem 
the financial contribution that some 
disabled poopla hava to wake 

towseds their care. Even peaple who 
depend heavily on benefits may be 
raquired to give part of thear income 
to Iocan authorities 

This can lemve disabled people 
with wery littha money for their 
everyday Lives, For someone who 
needs. care throughout: the weak, 

paying far thet caro from olready 
limited benafits can create another 
farm of poverty 

Another major problem 6 the 
fong wait for core assessments. hany 
deabled people and their families 
remain on waiting lists before caun= 
cfs. gven assess whet support they 
need Delays can make already aiffi- 
cult situations much warsa. 

There are also concerns about 
accountability. Families can chal- 
lenge decisions theaugh some educa- 
fon and health systems while children 
are still young, but ance m persan 
enters adult social care, the aptions 

for challenging poor services can 
become much mere limited 

A notional care, senace should 
therelore be sbout mare than provid- 
ing food, housing and basic safety. 
Social care should help people live 
meaningful lrres 

4, deabled person should be able   

to have friends, enjoy hobbies, 
roceme oducation, develop relation- 

ships and male choices about where 
and with whom they live. These ore 
not hucuries, They. are basic parts of a 
dacent life 

The eralit of care also deponds 
en the people prowding i Cora 
worker often receive much lower pay 
than workers partorming similar roles 
inthe National Hoskh Sarvice. This 
makes it difficult to attract and retain 
experianced staff 

Low wages iso affect the quali- 

ty and stability of care. When work- 
ors leave because of poor pay and 
dificult conditions, people recehing 
care may repeatedly havea to adjust 
to new stall 

Tha government must therefore 
invest in the worktorca as.parLat any 
national care service. Better pay, 

training wand working conditions 
should ibe treated as essential parts. 
of raform rather than additional 
costs. 

Bumbam: is reget. to argue: that 
core is about how society lacks after 
its people. But that principle must 
apply to everyone Older poople 
deserve dignity and security, but so 
do working-age disabled adults. 

The success of a national com 
senics should not be measured sm- 
ply by how many poaple receivecare. 
It should baomegcured by whether 
people are able to live with dignity, 
independance, choice and purpose. 

Gotha gowermmerd is ‘seni 
about. transtormeng social care, dis 

abled adults must not become on 
afterthought. They should bo at the 
centre of the reform fram the bagin- 
ning 
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Can Badenoch bring ‘Tories 

back again? 
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Poor roads in Pidrak 

The poor condition of roads in Pidrek, 2 village 
in Rech district of Bolochstan, has become 
major concern for locel residents and visitors: 
Broken and uneven rood: are making treval diffi- 
cult ond increasing the risk of aecidants, particu 
larly aftor dark. 

Drivers hewe to move slowly and remain alert 
because of potholes and damaged sections. The 
situation becomes worse during the rainy saasan, 
when water collacts on the roads and makes pot. 
holes difficult to.5ee while causing durther damage. 

The suthorities should inspect the roads in 
Pidrak and aerange ropairs without further delay. 
Proper drainage should also be provided to protact 
the roads from rainweter Sirectlights, and: clear 
road signs would further improve safety and help 
reduce accdents, espacially at night. 
TATYABA BALOCH KHAN 

JUSAK 

Constitutional courage 
and institutions 

Justice jretd) Syed Mansoor Ali Shah's recent 
artche, “A Small Republic in Every Classmoom", 

presents a thoughtful argument for promoting 
democracy, critical thinking and the courage to 
question suthority in educational institutions. His 
point that students whe loam to question authority 

tan grow into citizens capable of holding thase in 
power accountable is important. 

However, thie argumant also rages an uncom 

fortable quesivan. Itis easy bo encourage young 
people to show demacratic courage im classrooms, 
but the oldar ganeration, including sanior constitu: 
tonal figures, must ako demonstrate the same 

courage during moments af institutional crises. 
Teaching young people to challenge authority 

is valuable, but domocratic institutions cannot be 
protected through lessons olone, They require 
thase entrusted with constitutional responsibil ities. 
to speak anc ect whan institutions are under pras- 
Ire. 

Whon constitutional principles ore woakenod, 
institutional traditions ara undermined and judicial 
independence comes under strain, those holding 
important positians must respond at the apprapri- 
ata time. Resistance after serious damage hes 
alrandy occurred may be principled, but timaby   

action can sometimes prevent that damage. 
Justice Shah resigned after the passage of the 

27th Canstitutional Amendment, descibing it as 4 
sefious attack on the Constitution. His deceion 
deserves attontion, but it alo raises a wider ques- 
tion about whether stronger resistance at an aarli- 
onstage could have helped protect the imstitutions 
involved 

True institutional intagniy is bested during diffi- 
cult moments. Hetery remembers those who 
dofend principles when the cost is high, rather than 
those who explain whotwent wrong after the crais 
has passed. 
HAROON RASHID SIDDIO! 
CAA 

Lahore’s worsening 
smog crisis 

‘October has only begun, and winter has not yet 
fully arrived, but. Lahore is alrondy facing another 
serious wave of toxic smog. Air monitoring stations 
hawe rocorded hagerdous AQ) levels shove 250 and 
300, agam placing the oty ameng the world’s most 
polluted urban areas. 

The most worrying. mspect is that the has 
become on annual problom. Air quality deteria+ 
rakes overy year, respiratory illnesses increase, and 
people are advised to waar masks: or. romain 
indoors. Such advice, however, is not a practical 
long-term solution for daily wage workers, students 
and farfies who must continue with their normal 
lives. 

Tamporany steps such as closing schools for 
sherk periods or carrying cut occesional action 
against cop burning cannot sole the problem. 
The government must addros the major causes of 
air pollution, including vehicle emissions, industrial 
pollution, the less of green spaces and poor waste 
manmgervant, 

The provincial government should imvest in 
mederm public transport and introduce stranger 
onvironmental policies to reduce podlition, Roqular 
monitoring and strict action against major polluters 
ore also needed. 

Clean air is 5 basic right and should not ba 
treated asa seasonal concern. The provincal gov: 
ernment and environmental authorites must take 
urgent and lasting measures bofore another winter 
Puts the health of millions ot further risk. 
RUTAS N, 
LAHORE     

Farage is facing 

questions aver an 

allaged fallura te 
declare a large 

financial gift, If he 
suspended from 

Parliament, it could 

create serious 
political probleme for 

him and Reform, 

However, relying on 

Relorm’s problems is 

not a strong political 
strategy. The 

Conservatives raed 

to rebuild their ove 

support instead of 
simply waiting for 
their main rival to 

fail The 

Conservative Party 

has faced major 

crises before. It 
suffered sertous 

defeats in 1846, 
1906, 1945-and 

TOF? but it 
eventually recovered. 

There is, however, an 

important difference 

today, 

The party ls also 

changing the way It 

chooses candidates 

for the next 

election. Candidates 

are Increasingly 

expected to support 

the leadership's new 

political direction, 

But the 

Conservatives still 

have a major 

problem: voters 

continue to blame 

them for many of 
Britain's current 

difficulties. 

immigration remains 

one of the areas 
where the party 

faces strong 

ecriticlam. 

Kemi Badenoch told the Consevetive 
Party conference that hor party would yen the 
next Brteh gereral election. Her nonfident 
mutement recoved: song applause fram 
party «rembers in Birmingham. Many 
Conserve: had been wormed about ihe 
fulure of their party only a yeer ago. 

However, the sauston facing the 

Consenative Party remains-dtfcult The party 
currently has only 118 seats in the House of 
Commons. Ths 6 even fewer than the num: 
ber it won in ihe 2024 election bocaves some 
MPs howe left the party and joined Refoom 
UK. 

The Conservatives ane also: strugg! ing in 
opinion pols. Their seppert is arcond 20 per 
pent, which is lower than their already poor 
result in the 2024 election. That election wee. 
the party's worst national performance since 
the USth cenbunge 

The party's position 

  

mey they make 
Baderoch's confidence 
Bppesr. surprising. fet 
Conservative ectivists in 
Bicningham seerned much 
more ‘hopetul than they 
wore a year-ago: The main 
reson is their leader. 

When Badenoch 
became Conservative 
braces, many MP doubted 
whether.she: could survive. 
Some belioved Robe 
Jeonck, wham shodetsat= 

ed in the leadership core 
test, could  mventually 
roplsce her: However, thet 

possibdity disappeared 
when Jenick decided io: ‘ese the 
Conservatives for Rilo LC 

Bacienoch moved quicity and forced ihe 
issue before fe could make the mows himsol 
The decision halbed strengthen her cosition 
wantin the Consenvetine Party. Same MPs who: 
had previously supported Jencic now sbronge 
ly dstike him becaune of he decsian in’ jon 
Redon. 

The same host ity emists cowards former 
Conservatve polticen Sunll Breverran, 

who has abo moved towerds Reform 
Conservative chairmen Kevin Hollinrsbe hee 
mada. it deer shat the party does not want for 

met MPa who joined Reform to return: Ho has 
6bo rected She Gee of an efector! spree 

ment between the two parties. 
This. bitter’ nelatenshio is Important 

borause Reform UK i now the biggest chal 
lange facing the Consenatives on the pol itis 
cel foht Howerer Reform is also oxperenc: 

fag cifficulties. 
The gp between the Conseevatives and 

Reform hes become much smaller A year: 
age, the Conservatives worn. around \2 parts. 
behind Reform. Mow the difference: is only 
about bao pons in some pods. 

Qne-recont pol put. Labour st 25 pet 
cent, Reform at 22 per cent the 
Conservatives at 20 per cert sn the Liberal 
Democrats af 10 per cont These figures give 
the Conservatives Some hope that they can 
ceorteke Reform and once again become the 
main party on the Fgh: 

Corserwatwwo leaders believe Rotorm 
lender ‘Nigel Farage may hewe reached the 
highest point of his popularity. They also 
beliove conboveny surounding his financial 
links and s-perliarmentary standards: investi- 
getion could damage Refom further. 

Farage is fscing questions over an 
abeged failune'ta declere a laege financial gift 
[Phe is suspended tom Parliament, it-could 
orpete serious political problems for him and 
Refoom. However, nbing on Fefoom's pmb 
lame snot a skrong politica stmtegy The 
Consenestves nood to rebuild their own sup. 
part insbaad of simply waiting for their man 
fval-to fail. The Consencative Party hss faced 
mayor oiges befone: |t suffered seriouscletoats 
in 1854, 1905, 1945 and 7997, but townie 

aby rooovered. There: is, howewer, @n ampor- 
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tant dtorence today. 
In prewicus poricds, thene was no sbong, 

politcal perty to the ght of the 
Conservatives. Disepoainted ‘Comervatve 
voters: had few altematvwes and: often 
eotumed-to the party. Today, Reform UK pro 

‘ides.a cleo: tlemetve dor vain who wanta 
stronger nigntewing position. 

This makes the (Conservative ceooeery 
much harder. 

The Gonsemetves: main target -chould 
thesafore be to awertsios Rafer and become 
the banding pony on the fight: Bit: the party 
has snother problem: Sadenach hoersalf 
eppeers f& be more popidar the the 

Coreonative Party. 
She hes attracted some voter who hed 

Previously mojected the Consonatves. Her 
potitical message & based.on clear principles, 

and che has attempted to 
croait a new ditection for 

the party. 
Hor supporters have 

compared ber. approach 
with Masganet Thatcher's 
ieadership in tha 1970s. 
Thatcher changed many of 
the policies sssocated 
witht the Conservative 
eedarship betore hor and 
propered the perty fora 
fubure election victor. 

The comparison 
should not be taken ino 
fac Theol ftical ‘conditions 
of the 1970s were wory de 
ferent {rom thoes of today. 
Still, than is one uselud 

simnlenty. “Thatcher -under- 
stood that # political party must change when 
wotors lose con int 

Bedonoch is abe moving sway fram sev 
eral polines that te Conservatives support: 
ed during the 2024 olection. This is efective- 
fy an adimission thet the pert mada senous 
political mistakes 

The party & abo changing the way kt 
ehosees candidates for the reat cloction. 
Candidstes ang mnomasingyy expected to sup 
port tha leadership's new. poiitical direction. 

But the Conservatives: still havea megor. 
problem: voters continue to blame: them 
many oof @ritain's current difficulties. 

Soenigeation samains-oneval the areas whee 
the pert fanes strong criticism 

The Gonserestives still hee an: acters 
tage over other parties on aconomic comme 
tence. Thi could become an imporiant 
strength @ the party can convinoe voters thet 

hes leamed from its previous mistakes. 
There is else a cenger that the 

Consematnes eno focusing too heavily on 
Rréomn, Town a gener! olection, fey need 
iD mcoversupoert scrss Se couriry, mclic+ 

ing mere seats in southam England that have 
mowed towards the Liberal Democrats. 

Recent opioc poling hes provided 
some encoursgement for Badenoch, Her par 
sonal popularity appears te-be improving. Bir. 
the Genservetive Party itso remains unporer 
fawn many soaars. 

This creases en ancamcus zesponsibi ity 

fer Badenoch. She hes io rebuild trust in 9 
party thet suffered s histoce dafeat, cea! with 
ihe challenge trom: Reform, egen sets tom 
the Liters! Democrsts and convince voters 
‘thet the Conservatives have changed. 

Hor confidence may onargise perty mem 
ber, jbut confidence ‘alone wil ict win: an 
election. The Conservative: need a credible 
progmmma, popular cendidates:and 2 clear 
message spot how they would govem 
Britain dtenenitly. 

Bedonoch faa mansged to survive when 
many capected hor to fail The next challenge 
is much bigger fuming personal popularity 
into support for Se Conservative Farzy. 

Whether she can achieve that wil deser- 
ming whether har clim about winning the 

newt olectian i reafistic or simply an oxpres- 
sion of hope 

  

  

Al changing modern life everywhere 
Artificial intelli nico (Al) i changing investigations. Al may siso bo used to sasess complexity and workload. investment in these areas,“ could incroassa 

Pakistan also faces 
a digital divide, 
Large cities and 

major institutions 
may have better 

access to 
technology, while 
smaller courts and 

tural areas may 
lack proper 

internet facilities, 
computers and 

trained staff. 
Without 

investment in 
these areas, Al 
could increase 

inequality rather 
than reduce it. 

many areas of modern fifa, Ik is now bein 
fisad in educnton, business, healthenre an 
government The justica system Go obo 
Becoming an important area where Al can be 
used. iin Pakistan, Al has the potential to 
make bagal and gudiciel work taster, mora 
accurate and moce efficiant 

Al con halp at different stages of the jus- 
tice system, from police investigations to 
court proceedings. It can be used for caso 
management, data analysis, surveillance, 

legal research, rok assessment, santencing 

and language translation, 
One important usa of Al cs managing 

court cases. Al systems can organte cases, 
classify tham according to their natura and 
give priority ta urgent matters. They can also 
help assign cases according to the workload 
and ‘experience of judges. This could help 
courts deal with the large numberof pending 
cases in Pakistan 

Alcan also help lawyers and judges study 
large amounts of legal information, Courts 
deal with thousands of judgments, Imac and 
cose filas. Rending oll this material manually 
cen toke 2 great deal of time. Al tools cam 
search large databases quickly and identify 
important information, previous judgments 
and legal arguments. 

Another possible usa ts pradicting case 
outcomes. Al can study previous court deci« 
sions and identify patterns. This. information 
may help iswyers and: judges understand 
how similar cases have been handled im the 
past. However, such predictions should only 
suppert human decision-making and should 
never raplace judges. 

Al can oso be used m criminal justoe 
intelligent surveillance systems can help 
identify suspichous activities and assist police 

   

the risk of reoffanding and provide informa: 
tion that can help courts consider apprepri- 
ate sentences. 

Language is another area where Al can 
make a differance. Pokistan hes many lan- 
guages, and comenunication can sometimes 
create difficulties in legal pro- 
coadings Al-powered trans 
lation took could help peo- 

fa communicate with 
awe police officers and 
courts, This could improve 
fceass to justice People 
who do mot spook English or 
Urdu wall. 

Several countries are 
already cxploring thase pos- 
sibilities. The United ‘States 
uses Al-besed systems. to 
help assess the risk of reot- 
fending. China hes intro- 
duced advanced Al systems 
for lagal research and judicial 
work: Tha United Kingdom is 
exploring the use of technol- 
ogy in onlina daputa resolu 
tion. Canada uses Al to find 
rolevant information, while Australi uses 

technology to analyse court decisions. 
Singapore & abe using Al for legal research 
and praparing documents. The United Arab 
Emirates hes adopted edvancad technalagy 
to improve court proceduras. 

Research hes also suggested that Al 
could help reduce the time needed to deal 
with cases. Studies m countries such as India 
and. Kenya have examined the use af Al to 
identify rolowant tows and previous judg- 
ments. Research has also considered haw Al 
con help distribute cases necording to their 
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However, Pakistan must be caroful while 
introducing JAl into the justica systern. 
Technology can create new problerrs if it is 
net property comtrofied. 

One major concern is Bias. Al systerns 
loarn from data. if the dats contains: discrim- 

ination or mistakes, tha Al 

system may produce untair 
results. This could soricusly 
aHect people involved in 
ciminal or civil cases. 

Privacy is another major 
concern, Courts and police 
dopartments: handle sensi- 
tive personal information. If 
this information is mot prop: 
oly protected, it could be 
stolen, mused or accessed 
by unauthorised people. 

Transparency i also 
important. Feopla heve o 
right to understand haw 
important decisions aHact- 
ing thair lives are medo. [1 
an Ad system produces 2rec- 
ommendation, judges and 
lawyers: should be able to 

understand the reasons behind it 
There is also a risk of depending too 

heavily om tachnolagy, Al should assist 
judges, lawyers and police officers, but it 
should mot replace Auman judgement. 
Justica involves human crcumstances, amo: 
tions and individual situations that cannot 
abyays be understood through data alone: 

Pakistan aleo faces a digital divide. Large 
cities and major institutions may have better 
sooons to tachnology, while smafiar courts 

and rural: arees may lack proper internet facil: 
ities, computers and trainod staff. Without 

inequality rather than seduce it 
Training is therefore essential. Judges, 

lawyers, police officers and other ‘lagal pro- 
fessionais should be taught haw Al systems 
work end how to. use them responsibly. 
Training can also reduce feors that tachnola- 
gy vall simply replace human jabs_ 

Pakistan needs-clear rules for the use of 
Al in the justice system The government 
should ‘develop ethical standards to make 
sure Al is transparent, explainable, Secure 

and fair. Algorithms should be regularly test 
ed to identify possible discrimination or 
errors 

There should alo be cooperation 
between judges, lawyors, policymakers, 
technology experts and researchers. 
Diferant expert: can help design Al systems 
according to the actual needs of Pakistan's 
justice system. 

Invastment in research is equally impor: 
tant. Al technology is developing: quickly, 
and Palostan needs to study both its benefits 
and risks. Mew systema should bo tested 
carefully befora being used in important 
legal decsions. 

Al cannot solve all the problems of 
Pakistan's justice system Courts will still 
mead judges, lawyors, police officers and 
other professionals. But # used responsibly, 
Alo can-reduce paperwork, improve legal 
reagarch, spood up caso management and 
increase access to mformation. 

The real goal should not be to replace 
people with machmes. it should be to use 
technology ta help people doliver justion 
mone efficiently and fairly. With proper safe. 
wands, training and sccountabd ity, Al could 

Bachrite a useful tool for improving 
Pakistan's justice system.
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PM Shehbaz links 
ML-1 funding to 

commercialisation 

of Railway land 
He sald thet introducing .comporsie- Says the future 

development of Pakistan 

    

tho railways wes.among the 
‘jorities so make it strong 

ly co? -sufficient 

Dar condemns 
India's 
weaponization 
of water 

   

  

Railways hinges on the 
ML-1 upgrade 

Pome Minister, Shehbaz Shar on 
Wednesday directed the authoritios 
cenparned bo sapedite wore on. ihe 
upgradation of Main Line-T [ML1]) and 
implement corporstesstyle reforms in 
Pakistan Raihways to make it strong and 
economically’ sel}sufficiens. 

The prime minister, chairing 9 view 
meeting on refonrs in Paksten Racweys hero, 
said shat ML? should be cons¢ucted ona 

  

commercial bese by util cing the encroached 
tethaay land worth bdlions of rupees, 

Ho spprocisted tho effors of the joint 
teams of the Nationa! Accountability Bureau 
and the Ministry of Railways, under the 
chairmanship of the MAB Chairman, 

regarding the identification and retrieval of 
encroached land Eelonging ta Pakitan 
Rethways. He said thet the upgmdation of 
ML-1 was vital to. upl itt Fekisten: Raikwoys, 
pecvide better treval tacilitios to passengers, 
and incegssi fright transport, stressing the 
need to hamess the actual commercial 

potential existing in mikway properties, 
The prime manisier sad that value 

raifesy land should be used effectively 
for commercial purposes to. cuppost the 
development of the mational economy 

  

reciating Minister for Radways 
Hana Abbesi for sirwing to make raiveys 
profitable and improve its operations, the 
porme minister apoecved utilising bank 
funding thraugh various commercial 
pepjects oon ratway land for the 
construction of WL. 

Prime Minister Shetibac instructed that 
8 comprehenswe cine regerding the 

  

commercal utilisation of retiewed raiway 
lsnd and obssining bank: funding far the 
construction of ML-1 be submitted within 
two waeele The meeting wes informed that 

the upgradation of the 4,72é-kiiometre-long 

MT has been cided. into four mejor 
sections, comprising KarachiRobn, - Rohn 

Multan, Multsn-Lahor, amd Lshore 

Peshawar sections. The international 
financing is being utilised for the 
uporesdation of the KarechFRiohn section, 

twhile: local rmescurtes aro planned ta be used 
to fund other sections. The perticpant: of 
the meeting wor breded seganing the 
wanous phases of the Mls] project, peogress 
eoncthe Kerachi-Rohni section, and the status 
of raibwnysowned land. 

Fedora! ministers Anan lqeal, Anad 

Khan Cheema, Muhammed. Aurangzeb, 

i inistor of State Bilal 

  

   

      

Deputy Frome Minstes' Foreign 
Mindster (DPM IFA], Sonabor 

Mchammed Ishaq Daron Tuesday 
condemned indw's weaponmstor 
of water and undedined that-the 
Indus Wetees Treaty (YT) remains 
fully in force and that India's 
unilateral ection to place it in 
aboyance has no legal bess. 

Addressing the “Insemational 
Water Symposium” = at the 
Diplomatic Academy sof Vienna 
through @ video message, he said 
shared rivers must cere peace and 
coopention, not cosrcian. 

The symposium was convened 

by the Embassy of Pakistan -in 
Austria in collsboration with the 
Diplomatic Academy It brought 
together diplomats, academics and 
migmabanal experts “io. discuss 
water ipcurity and iniemational 
cooperation, with a. separate 

som on transboundary river 
QoEmance, water nights and 
obligations under intermacional lew, 

3 OPM's Office name rolease said. 
The deputy prime mineter said 

indies unilsierally placed the Treaty 
inabeyence in Aceil 2025, ahthougk 
it contains no: provision slowing 
@itner perty io suspend, bemninate 

or hold it im abeyance. 
Fe highlighted the 

unanimous award on the Stetus of 
the Treaty, rendered by the Court 
obdcbitrabon on August 31, 2004. 
Alier casrining the ground: 
advanced) by India, including 
materia) beach, tundamoental 

change of circumstances, anned 
conflict and countermessures, the 

    

  

  

  

  

confimed that the Treaty remains 
fully in farce and that india 
continues to be bound by its 
obligations,” he said, moucing 

Ghose goveming the design and 
operation of hydroleciric projects 
on the Wesem Rivers: He 

described as a rostinmation of 
Sip pninople of pacts sunt servanca, 
‘et sgreement: mist be sept 
Senter Dar also nated thaten 

fieesame day the Court esued an 
Order oon Inferem § Measures 
concerning India's Ratha Hydro: 
Electric. Plant: He rastricted the 
completon of specified 
components of tha project above 
prescibed levels until ninesy days 
after tha Neutral Export's: final 
decison, and directed India to 

prowide information on the 
Projects construction schedule: 

He seid that desoite these 
Pronauncements which ondarse 

Pakistan's: position 4nd _regect 
India's actions, lndis “continues its 

intransigent behaviour and illegal 
ecbons" with regard to the Treaty. 

Unde ining the importance of 
(he Indus gystem, the deputy prime 

minster ssid it-custains the fivesand 
lived thoack of morn than 250 milion 
Pakistanis, supporting agriculture, 
food security, energy production 
and econcmic. development. “For 
Paksten, weiter ocecunty is 

inseparable from: dood <senurity, 
economic securty, and ultimaaly 

national seourity,” he sail. 
He warned thet using water as 

en instrument of pressure agarst 

such @ population. would Aave 

    

  

    

  

      

transboundary ver bess, whan 
millions depend on the faithful 
implementation of international 
agrecments. 

He-said Paketorheas corestenty 
sought io resolve differences 
through disque, diplomacy and 
ihe: Treaty's dispute imesclution 
mecharions. Paksten iz ‘elso 
Paricicating in the Netra! Export 
proceedings, administered by tha 

Vienna Otlice cf the Permanent 
‘Court of Arbitration at the Hafburg 
Polsco, and has engeged 
constructiwely in both peoossses. 

The: deputy prime minister 
oQuilined three principles. The 
Treaty must be ‘respected sad 
mmpemented in letsar and spit, 

and its obligations: cannot be 
made contingent on political 
cctabons or unaateral 
considerations All questions, 

diferences: and digoutes must ibe 
addressed through the Treaty's 
mechsniams, and da 

senamed through thern must 
respected aad implemented Bath 

      

   He underscored the crucial 
roke of the international community 
upholding intemabonal lewand 
brety-based cooperation. ” Amidst 
chalienaes to the intamational lnw- 
besed world order, the 

intemational community should be 
sirengthening treaty-based 
cooperation, nat penritting its 
erosion,” he ceed. 

Reitereting Palestan’s position, 
he said, “Our preherence remains 
Cee: cooperstion over cosrcion, 
dialogue over. confrontation, anc 
the rule of baw over unilstesal am." 

the same time, he: said, 

there should be ne 
misunderstanding about Paicsian’s 
resodve {0 safequerd its legitimate 
Fights and interests under the 
Treaty and intemationa! law: "Any 
stiempt to dencive Pakistan of the 
waters righthully allocated ta: it 
would have secious implications 
for regional peane and security,” 
he warned. The deputy prime 
minister: wished the symposium 
fruitful deliberations © anc 
euprossed hope thet it would 
contribute ta = strengthening 
inbemational cooperation on water 

and raihways.   Azhar Kayani, State Sanit Governor Jamil | Court concuded thet mone profound humanitarian, economic countries must strengthen 
Sbmed, Charman NAB Lt Geners! (etd) | justified suspension or termination and secunty implications India's technica engagement, 
Nagi MAmed Butt, and other nelewsnt | of the Treaty. actor, he added, would sso set< transparency and. dataeshering in 
sermor officiss attended the meeting. APE "The ‘Court cunequivocsly = dangeraus precedent for. other accordance with the Treaty. Qovomance. AR 

  

UN Secretary 
General calls 
on CDF Syed 
Asim Munir 

    

United Nations SecetaneGeneral Anténio Guterres 
ceded on Chied of Army 5 
Forces (CDF) Field Marcha! Syed Asim: Munir, Ml (Mi), HJ 
here at General Readauerters (SHO) on Wednesday 

During the meeting, matters of mrutual interest, the 

pecvailing regional security environment and the United 
Slatons’ rode in promating indermational peace and security 
were discussed, said 2 news miesse ssued by Inter 

Services Public Relations (SFR. 

The tac scuchanged wews onrecmonal stabi ity, 
the: Jammu and Kashmir depute, India’s abeyance of the 
Indus Waters Treaty and terrorism emanating {rom 
Adghanistan. 

The COAS. reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment to 
intemational peace and highlighted it: contribution: to 
UN peacekeeping missions. 

Hesko lauded the United Nations” role under the 
leadershio of Secretary General Antonio Gueterres, in 
acvancing peace, stabil ity.and humaritaren cooperation. 
The UN SecretanyGeneral paid trbite to die sacrifices 
and contributions of Paiistan.and its Acmod Fores in: War 
sgeenat- Teor and in LN pesceseeping missions. 

He oslo oscknowledged Falestan’s continued 
commitment ¢o intemational peace and soounty He 
specificaly soprecisied Fakistan's efforts towards the 
peaceful resolution of regional conflicts, arr 

F COMAS) and Chiaf of Defence 

      

Disaster 

resilience 

vital amid 

rising climate 
risks, says 

Zardari   

  

Gilani proposes 
steps to strengthen 

Pakistan-Tanzania ties 
Chairman of the Senate of 

Pakistan Syed Youss! Raza Gilani, 
during his meeting wth Muses fzzar 
Zungu, Speeker of the National 
dissembly oof Tanzania, on the 
sdelines of the 15rd assembly of 
the InterPaniamertery Union in 
Qrushea on Wednesday, praposed 
comcreta Mmessiuces fo. strengthon 

Pakisten=Tanzénia: relations, with & 
focus on dipfomatic presence, trade, 

technology ord ~ parliamentary 
cooperation, 

The: Chainmen oof the Sonein 
called ‘for the establishment of 2 
resident Tanzanian diplomatic masion 

activation 

bath 

in Islamabad, notng that oa 
permanent diplomatic presence 
would strengthen bilateral 
engagement while dacilitsting vi 
business travel, tourism and grester 

peopl e-bo-people interaction, 
He sso stressed ithe need to 

sUbatentially enhence bilateral trace 
end investment, ncuding stronger 

linkages between the ports, business 

communities and chambers of 
commerce af tha nvo countrias. 

He highlighted the potential for 

    

  

      

economic cooperation. 
Ais another concrete step, the 

Chasman Senate called for the 
and strengthening af 

Pardiemensary Friendsho Groups. in 
count nes, 

parlimertary cachanges and cheser 
institutions! cooperation between the 
Senate of Pakistan and the Netional 

Assembly of Terzania. 
The Chaiman of the Senate also 

welromed grester. cooperation in 

Zungu, Speaker of the Netional 
Assembly of Tanzania, on the 

successtul hosting of the $53rd iPU 
Assembly in drushe,-and appreciated 
Tanzania's rale in eoinging 
pediementarians fram-acrass the 
word tagether to advance dialogue, 
peclienentary diplomacy and 
miemational cooperation. 

with > reqular 

  

The Chairman. of the Senate said 
Pakistan attaches great importance to 
te relations with Teneania wand the 

cooperston in infonmetion education, including scholershps and wider African continent, and stressed 
sechnology, digital innovation, geademic exchsnges for Tanzanian that the naxt phas al 
agriculture, education and skills students, snc omphasised the  Fokistan=Tarazanio melations should be 
dewlepment, snd encouraged importance of building stranger fins aziven by trade, technology, 
Greases prvate-sectorenqegemeni i between the youth and educations| perlienentary diplomacy and 
wranalate «the goodwill between  iretitutions of the two countries. stronger people-to-people 
Paksten and Tangent into tangible 

President Asif-ai Zacdari: Wednesday caid that 
Pakistan today faced an increasingly complex risk 
ecumrooment, intensified by climate change, urberecation 

@nd environments degradation, stressing that disaster 
resilience, therefore, must be treated ac an essential ps 

of nations! development and thoir nesponsbility towerds 
future generations. 

The prosident furtherenphasimed that they must 
é ig to omengencios towards anticipating 

isis, with scientific knowledge, roliable data: and 
eomenging technologies pleying 6 grester role in’this effort. 

He opined thet Next Generation Technology {AKT} 
NOMA, represents an important step in tis direction. 
dchanced analytics, satellite technologies, predictive 

modell ing and artificial ntolliqence can strengthen early 
waning systems, improwe risk assessment and suppor 
betterinformed daciians, adding these capabd ities can 
help: them prooeec earlier and-nespond mora effective) 
when disasters strike. 

ns message on the occasion of National Resilience 
Day, being observed on October 8, the president ssid 
“National Resilience Gay. is 2 emn. occasion to 
eemember the thousands of precous lives lost in the 

devastating. parthquake of @ October 3006 and to pey 
tribute: to the survivers wha rebuilt: their | ies with 

  

  

   

  

He congrmtulated Mussa damn 
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courage and determination. We honour the bereaved 
familios and sll those who stood beside affected 
communities in ther hour of need” 

The tragedy semained etched in the nabonal memory, 
but so did the extraordinary compassion and coMecthe 

strength shown by the people and institutions of Pecan, 
with support from international pertners, he added 

The president cheered theiresnenenne demonsiried 
that in times of acversity, their abd ity to protect one-snather 
and smooyer sogether sexs one oftheir gnetest strengths, 
Sdding the most meaningful irisute tp Shooe fost wes to bum 
the lessons: of the past into measures that better protect 
lives ref communities in the fusure. 

“| pares omy sincere gratitude to. the intemetonal 
community, including countnes such az Saucl Arabia, the 

United States, Chins, Turkey, lem, Jdapeq-and Cube, for their 
soliderity.and ssrstence during the sariquake. | smo pay 
brbute bo Fakistan's national mecks, chociteble organizations: 
end countless woluriecr who worked alongade public 
instibutions io. support aBected communities. Their 
Tontibution remains sn important part of our national 
expetionce of sespending to disaster and helping peapic in 
bros of need," the President Secctarist Media Ving, ina 
peess splease, quoged the presidiert 2s saying: 

He-said resilience abo depends on partnerships, trust 

  

  

   

  

UN-AU must 
prevent, not just 
react to African 
crises: Pakistan 

Amid deepening conflict and insecurity across 
4fice, Pakistan Tuesday urged the United: Nations 
(UM) and African Union (4U) to focus on preventing 
conflicts rather than just reacting to crises in an 
effort to promote paace in the continent 

“The WA=AU partnership must cover the full 
Peaco continuum: prevention, madiatian, pesca 
operations, peacebuilding sand counterterrorism,” 
4mbassaador Usman Jadeon, deputy permanent 
representative of Pakistan to the United Nations, 

told the UN Security Council which reviewed 
cooperation between the ta organizations. 

Today's meeting was convened by Greece, the 
15-member Council's presidant for the month of 
October. 

The Hom of Africa remains highly fragile and faces 
devastating conflicts, tosac weaponization of idontities 
and extemal shocks. inthe Great Lakes region, efforts 
by the African Union, Esst Aftican Community and the 
Southenn Adrican Development Community, United 
States and Febo tiek sunk ciclienaclaane continued 

fighting and regional tensines. 
Meanwhile, insecurity. in the Sahel persists amid 

interconnected political, security and humanitarian 
onses driven by wichent extremism, weak governance, 
delayed political transition, displacement, food 
insecurity and dinate pressures 

In his. romarks, sambassadar Jadoon said tha 
challenga now was to translate the deop AU-UN 
cooperation into greater political coherence and 
concrete results on the ground, as Jifrica’s poaco and 
security landscape is becoming more complex. 

Conflict: wera more Pretracted, terraram 

expanding, external interference intensifying, and 
multiple mediation tracks. mot always producing 
sustainable outcomes, the Pakistani onwoy mated. are 

   

and cur collective abil ty to mobd ize resources. 
The president said Global Resilience Hub is another | 

mroortent step towerch strengthormig Pakistan's national 
resilience iby bonging together key metione! and 
humanitarian stakeholders for grester coordination.at the | 

regional and global levels. MGT -and the Global Resilience 
Hub could themtore serve eo comolementary olements of 

their evolving national resdience framework, he added. | 
Ho said s-recilient: Pakistan must also integrate cick 

reduction into devesapment planning. Homes, schools, 
Toads and essential services must be planned anc 
sbengthened with an understanding of future risks 

For ordinary citizens, the president said this means 
safer place: to fe, [oem snd work and greater 
conkdence that essentis! senioes can cerdinue when 
communities face a disaster: He also ander! ined the need | 
thet regional and glabal cooperstion in early werning, 
scientific sesearch, btechnesogical innovation sand 
humanitarian assistance must also be sirengthened. 

“On Nations! Resilience Dey, | call upon all institutions, 
Tommunities and ctitens to recognize msifience az aj 
shared nations! msporsibility. Sy combining the strength of | 
dur peopte with scieinoo, technology and sound planning, 

we cen build a Paketen better prepared for the 
uncertainties of tomorroey,” ther orecicent added ane 
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Pakistan should take PM Shehbaz orders 

  

pride in UN honour 
for Punjab housing 

project: Azma Bokhari 
Those running the government in KP for 

13 years should first build homes for 
their own people, quips minister 

removal of loan 
curbs for housing, 

agri sectors 

    

Punjab Minister for Information and 
Culture Azma Bokhari has said that Maryam 
Nawaz did not receive an award for “cattle 
and calves"; Pakistan should take pride in 
receiving a global honour. The United 
Nations has also recognised Punjab’s hous- 
ing initiative, and no one had received this 
award before. She said another May 9 would 
not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
Those who have been staging sit-ins for 14 
years would no longer receive any “Faiz.” 
The ‘Apni Chhat Apna Ghar’ is the flagship 
initiative of the Chief Minister of Punjab, with 
a target of constructing one million homes 
in five years. As many as 230,000 people 
have received the benefit of a roof over their 
heads, while interest-free loans are being 
provided to empower ordinary citizens. She 
said those political stuntmen who have been 
in government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for 
13 years should first build homes for the 

ZLAaSS" 

people of their own province. 
She said Chief Minister Punjab Maryam 

Nawaz Sharif had worked day and night on 
public welfare initiatives and the ‘Apni 
Chhat Apna Ghar’ programme was a practi- 
cal manifestation of that commitment. The 
Chief Minister had set a target of construct- 
ing one million homes in five years and, 
God willing, the initiative would continue to 
move forward at the same pace. 

She expressed these views while 
addressing an important press conference 
along with Provincial Minister for Housing 
Bilal Yasin at the DGPR. 

Azma Bokhari said the ‘Apni Chhat 
Apna Ghar’ was Chief Minister Maryam 
Nawaz Sharif's flagship initiative under which 
interest-free loans were being provided to 
deserving families for construction of their 
own homes. The programme was launched 
in August 2024 and millions of families had 
benefited from it within a short period. She 
said the success of Punjab's initiative to pro- 
vide homes to the people had been recog- 
nised globally. The ‘Apni Chhat Apna Ghar’ 
programme was selected for the United 
Nations-Habitat Scroll of Honour Award, 
which Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
received in Muscat, Oman, on October 5. 

Azma Bokhari said the Punjab govern- 
ment's provision of interest-free loans to 
ordinary citizens for construction of homes 
was a unique programme of its kind in 
Pakistan. She said the initiative was providing 

deserving families not only with financial 
assistance but also an opportunity to own a 
home and live with dignity. According to the 
latest officially available figures, loans 
amounting to around Rs260 billion had been 
provided for the construction of more than 
200,000 homes, while more than 100,000 
families had already moved into their homes. 

The Information Minister said those crit- 
icising Punjab’s public welfare initiatives 
should also undertake practical work for the 
people in their own provinces. She said 
those who had been in government in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for 13 years should 
build homes for the people there and pro- 
vide them with practical relief. 

Azma Bokhari said that when a target of 
five hundred thousand homes had been 
announced in the past, it was dismissed as a 
political slogan, while claims of building one 
crore homes and other major promises also 

  

failed to materialise. She said that today, 
hundreds of thousands of homes were 
being constructed in Punjab and people 
were being provided interest-free loans. 

She said the Chief Minister of Punjab 
had also briefed the Omani Minister for 
Housing during her meeting with him about 
the features of the ‘Apni Chhat Apna Ghar’ 
programme and the mechanism for interest- 
free loans. Deserving families have to repay 
these loans over a period of nine years. 

Azma Bokhari said the responsibility of 
a journalist was to present the complete 
news to the public. Turning someone into a 
target of ridicule or ignoring facts could not 
be considered journalism. She said she was 
accountable for every action and statement 
of hers and that conducting a personal 
campaign against anyone was not her way. 

She said PTI leaders had remained 
silent about the programme for two anda 
half years and were now talking about 
meetings and demands. If their intentions 
were sincere, practical measures for pub- 
lic reforms and public service should be 
presented. The Information Minister said 
Pakistan and Punjab should be proud of 
the global honour received by them, ris- 
ing above political differences. She said 
the Chief Minister of Punjab had been 
specially invited to represent Pakistan and 
Punjab before the world, and had 
received significant appreciation at the 
award ceremony. NEWS DES 

Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Wednesday 
directed the relevant 
authorities to remove 

obstacles hindering the 
provision of financial 
resources to the 
housing, agriculture, 
and Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SME) 

sectors, saying that the 
lending system should 
be made more 
effective. 

Chairing a review meeting 
regarding access to finance, the 
prime minister also directed to 
make the SME Portal operational by 
the end of November to facilitate 
the provision of loans to small and 
medium-sized enterprises. "The 
SME Portal will enable real-time 
monitoring of the latest status of 
loans being provided by banks, as 
well as business facilities including 
Letters of Credit (LCs)." 

The prime minister instructed 
the Small and Medium Enterprises 
Development Authority (SMEDA) to 

take effective measures to enhance 
the capacity of SMEs, promote 
madern technology, _ increase 
productivity, and integrate them 
into global value chains. 

The meeting reviewed the 
performance of the National Bank 
of Pakistan (NBP) and First Women. 
Bank with regard to lending. 

The prime minister said that a 
76 percent loan approval rate in 
housing finance by the National 
Bank of Pakistan was 
commendable, instructing the 
newly appointed President of NBP 
to engage the services of the best 
professionals to improve the bank's 
performance and to take 
departmental action, without fear 
or favour, against employees who 
fail to deliver the required results, 

He directed other provinces to 
accelerate the digitization of land 
records on the pattern of Punjab to 
facilitate housing finance for banks. 

He said that digitization of land 
records would make it easier and 
more transparent for banks to 
provide housing loans. 

The meeting was briefed on the 
statistics regarding the provision of 
loans to the housing, agriculture, 
and small and medium-sized 
enterprise sectors. 

Under the Prime Minister's 
Apna Ghar Scheme, loans worth Rs 
426 billion have so far been 
approved for 71,690 applicants, out 

of which Rs. 76 
billion in loans have 
so far been disbursed 
to 13,214 individuals while 
a target has been set for the # 
provision of Rs 700 billion in 2 
loans for 125,000 residential ( 
units during the current year. 

Similarly, the total volume 
of agricultural loans stands at 
Rs 1,352 billion, benefiting |= 
3.455 million people while a 
target has been set to increase 
the volume of agricultural 
loans to Rs 1,500 billion and 
the number of beneficiaries to 4.5 
million by June 2027, the meeting 
was briefed. 

The meeting was informed that 
improved access to financial 
resources for the agriculture sector 

would enhance farmers’ 
productivity and promote economic 
activity. Loans amounting to Rs 
1,137 billion have so far been 
provided to 350,000 SME 
entrepreneurs against the target of 
Rs 1,500 billion to 565,000 
entrepreneurs, by June 2027. 

It was informed in the meeting 
that measures were being taken to 
provide SMEs with easier access to 
financial resources, facilitate 
investment in modern technology, 
and enable them to compete in 
international markets. 

While steps are also being 
taken to further simplify and 

    
   

    

improve the revised regulations for 
SMEs and the procedures for 
housing finance. 

The meeting was further 
briefed on ongoing measures 
including joint risk-sharing in 
lending, promotion of supply-chain 
financing, verified data sharing, and 
other initiatives. 

The meeting was informed that 
digital systems are being promoted 
to spare customers seeking small 
loans from the need to make 
repeated visits to bank branches. 

Federal Ministers Rana Tanveer 
Hussain, Ahad Khan Cheema, 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, _ Riaz 
Hussain Pirzada, Attaullah Tarar, 
Prime Minister's Adviser Haroon 
Akhtar, State Bank of Pakistan 
Governor Jameel Ahmad, and other 
senior government _ officials 
attended the meeting. APP 

  

Bahrain's FM arrives PPP nominates 

  
in Islamabad 

Bahraini Foreign Minister Abdullatif 
bin Rashid Al Zayani arrived in Islamabad 
on Wednesday evening for a two-day visit, 
where he is expected to co-chair the third 
session of the Joint Ministerial Commission 
(JMC), the Foreign Office (FO) said. 

According to the FO, Al Zayani was 
received at the airport by Economic Affairs 
Division Secretary Muhammad Humair Karim 
and Additional Secretary (Middle East) Zahid 
Hussain. "The visit reflects the close, cordial 
and brotherly ties between Pakistan and 
Bahrain and underscores the shared commit- 
ment to further strengthening bilateral coop- 
eration," it added. In an earlier statement, the 
FO said that Bahrain's top diplomat will be vis- 
iting the country at the invitation of Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar. 

“The two sides will review the entire 
spectrum of bilateral relations and discuss 
ways to further strengthen cooperation 
across diverse areas of mutual interest, 
including trade, investment, economic 
cooperation, defence and security, labour 
and manpower, and cultural exchanges, * it 
said. The two sides would also exchange 
views on regional and international devel- 
opments of mutual interest and coopera- 
tion at multilateral forums, the FO added. 

  

“Pakistan and Bahrain enjoy close, 
brotherly relations founded on shared faith, 
common values, mutual respect, and long- 
standing people-to-people links," it nated. 

The FO further stated that the two coun- 
tries maintain regular high-level exchanges 
and close cooperation across a wide range of 
areas. "The visit reflects the strong momen- 
tum in Pakistan-Bahrain relations and the 
shared commitment of both countries to fur- 
ther deepen bilateral cooperation and 
advance mutually beneficial ties," it said. 
Earlier this month, Dar chaired an inter-min- 
isterial meeting to review preparations for 
the Pakistan-Bahrain JMC, which he will co- 
chair with his Bahraini counterpart. The 
deputy premier had directed the ministries 
concerned to finalise preparations in close 
coordination and pursue concrete outcomes 
from the Bahrain FM's visit. News DESK 

  

Imaan Mazari., 

Hadi Chattha 

indicted in 

terror case 
An Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC) on Wednesday indicted 

Federal Minister for they make any arrangements for their 
children or elderly parents?” he 

PTI pursuing external 
agenda to destabilize 

Pakistan: Abbasi 
to carry out attacks in Pakistan. 

He said terrorism was the main 
lawyers Imaan Mazari and Hadi Ali Chattha in a case 
pertaining to removal of a barrier, and summoned 
prosecution witnesses at the next hearing. 

ATC Judge Tahir Abbas Supra conducted the 
hearing. Dr Shireen Mazari appeared before the court 
along with counsel Eimal Khan Mandokhail, Zainab 
Janjua and others, while Raja Naveed appeared as 
prosecutor on behalf of the federation. During the 
proceedings, Advocate Zainab Janjua complained that 
despite the court's orders, she had not been allowed to 
meet the accused and that copies of the case 
documents had also not been provided to them. 

The judge said that reports from the jail authorities 
were already before the court. 

Later, Hadi Ali Chattha was produced before the court 
through video |ink, followed by Imaan Mazari. 

Advocate Zainab Janjua informed the court that she 
had filed two applications, including one seeking 
deferment of the indictment and another regarding 
provision of case documents to the accused. The judge 
read out the charges, which also referred to removal of 
the barrier and use of an iron punch. Hadi objected that 
he had not even received copies of the case documents 
and argued that charges could not be framed until all 
legal requirements were fulfilled. 

The defence counsel maintained that neither 
accused had received the copies nor had they been 
allowed to meet their lawyers, arguing that the court 
could not frame charges without completing the legal 
requirements. The court summoned the prosecution 
witnesses for the next hearing and directed that both 
accused be produced before the court in person. The 
court adjourned the hearing until October 9. arr   

Railways, Hanif Abbasi on 
Wednesday said the 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI)' stance was 

contributing to igniting 
political instability in the 
country backed by 
external conspiracy. 

Addressing a press conference, 
Abbasi said those pursuing the agen- 
da knew Pakistan, being a nuclear 
power, could not be defeated through 
conventional means and therefore 
sought to create internal instability 
and law-and-order problems. 

The minister warned political 
workers against becoming “fuel " for 
political leaders, saying workers had 
repeatedly suffered during political 
confrontations. 

Referring to incidents including 
October 10, 2014, May 9, October 4- 
5, 2024, and November 26, he ques- 
tioned whether PTI leaders had 
remembered the workers who lost 
their lives or faced imprisonment dur- 
ing such incidents. “Did they ever go 
and apologise to their families? Did 

asked. Abbasi said political workers 
who were jailed after violating the law 
and Constitution had been left to face 
their cases on their own. 

He urged workers of all political 
parties to consider whether they 
were sacrificing their lives for lead- 
ers who did not even remem- 
ber their names. 

The minister said 
political parties had 
the right to organ- 
ise campaigns 
and hold 
protests, but 
they must 
remain — within 
the law and 
Constitution. 

He said some 
political activities 
had targeted state 
institutions responsible 
for protecting the country 
and its people. Abbasi said 
India and Israel, along with elements 
based in Afghanistan, were involved 
in anexus aimed at promoting terrar- 

ism in Pakistan. 
He said militants operating from 

Afghanistan were receiving financial 
and intelligence support from out- 
side the country and were being used 

  

   
   

  

    

      

   
   

source of livelihood for certain ele- 
ments in Afghanistan and that mili- 
tants were being supported to export 
terrorism into Pakistan. The minister 
also questioned the performance of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government, 
asking why the province had not ade- 

quately addressed education, 
healthcare and security 

issues despite receiving 
substantial funds. 

He urged the 
people of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa nat 
to allow political 
interests to 
divide the coun- 
try along ethnic 
or provincial lines. 

Abbasi said Rs 
8,500 billion had 

been provided to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

between 2010 and 2025 
and questioned how the 

money had been utilised. 
He said the provincial govern- 

ment should explain what it had 
done with the funds and what 
responsibilities it had fulfilled. The 
minister also criticised the provincial 
government over the deteriorating 
security situation. APP   

Bilawal for JCP 
membership 

after Naek quits 
The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) has nominated 

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari as its new member of the 
Judicial Commission of Pakistan, sources said. 

According to sources, the notification of Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari's nomination will be issued soon. 

Bilawal Bhutto had previously withdrawn his nomina- 
tion from the Judicial Commission in November 2024 in 
protest over what he described as the government's failure 
to honour its commitment. According to sources, Bilawal 
had said the government did not fulfil its promise of equal 
representation in the Judicial Commission. 

Sources said the PPP's Central Executive Committee 
would decide the party's future course of action regarding 
the government. Bilawal is expected to convene a meeting 
of the Central Executive Committee upon his return to 
Pakistan, where important decisions will be taken. 

Earlier, PPP stalwart Farooq H. Naek has resigned 
from the Judicial Commission of Pakistan (JCP) - a consti- 
tutional body which appoints judges in the superior judici- 
ary. "Yes, | have resigned from the body [due to] personal 
commitments," the senator, who has also served as chair- 
man of the upper house of Parliament. 

In a one-page letter addressed to Senate Chairman 
Yousuf Raza Gilani, as well as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, who is the leader of the house 
in the Senate, Naek expressed gratitude at being appoint- 
ed a member of the JCP from the treasury benches. 

He said that it was a “great honour and privilege" for 
him to serve as a member of the JCP. Naek had participat- 
ed in a number of JCP proceedings to appoint judges for 
different high courts as well as the Supreme Court. As a 
lawyer, he represented PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto- 
Zardari before the SC in the presidential reference moved 
by the latter's father, President Asif Ali Zardari, in the mur- 
der case of former prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. 

He also appeared in several constitutional petitions 
before the SC, including cases concerning reserved seats, 
amendments to the accountability laws, presidential 
immunities and provincial assembly disputes. 

Although he remained associated with the PPP for 
three decades, he shot to prominence when he defended 
late former prime minister Benazir Bhutto and Zardari in a 
number of corruption and criminal cases during former mil- 
itary dictator Pervez Musharraf's rule. NEWS DESK 

Govt hikes petrol 
price by Rs1.82, 
cuts diesel by 

Re0.91 per litre 
The government has increased the price of petrol by 

Rs1.82 per litre to Rs396.65, while reducing the price of 
high-speed diesel (HSD) by 71 paisa to Rs394.94 per litre, 
effective October 8, 2026. 

The Qil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) revised 
the ex-depot prices oh petroleum products under the 
government's petroleum pricing mechanism, according to 
the Petroleum Division. 

It added that petroleum product prices were revised in 
line with changes in international market prices, Platts 
rates, premiums and other related costs. 

The revised prices will remain effective from October 
8, 2026, under the government's petroleum pricing 
mechanism. NEWS DESK
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PM pushes for UN reforms. 

Kashmir re 

Prime Minister Muhammad 

Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday 
called fora more effective, 

inclusive and representative 

United Nations and reiterated 

Pakistan's position that the 

Jarormu and Kashmir dispute 
must be resolved peacefully 

in accordance with UN 

Security Council resolutions 
and the aspirations of the 
Kashmiri people. 

The prime miréste: made the remarks 
white weecoming United Klatons Secetary- 
General Antonio Gutemes, who: on an 

official visit to Paksten, during = mecting 
her, 3 Prime Ministers: OFice news 

  

nek Sail 
Pome Minister Shehbaz-welcomed the 

    Secretan- General's UND Initistive and 
emphasized that reform af the United 
Noabons cthouid remain responsive to the 

pioties. of deweloping countmes, while 

strengthening — conflict prevention, 
pence osattlement of ‘disputes, 
peacokosping and. pearcendiding, 

Ho reaffirmed Fakistan's longstanding 
cammitment to UM peacekeeping and its 

Tibulion to iniemetional peso and 
uTity. 
The prime minister also hightaghted 

Fekistan’s diplomatic efforts to promote 

dalogue and de-escolstion, including ‘it 

   

    

    
medisticn role bebwean tha Unaed States 
and tran, stressing thet deloque nd 
diplomacy re ed the only visbic path 

  

te ceaolving ‘discutes and preventing 
escalation. 

(Gn regional. Issues, ‘Prime Mirester 

Shehiber refierated the need fora pescelul 
resolution of the Jammu anc Kashi 
dispute in nccomdance with relevant UN 

  

iy      olution 

    

rity Gouncil esalubans anc. the 
Sons of the Kaskmin. peapie: 

Fo abo emphasized thet tne Indus 
Woters Theety was Binding intemational 
agreement and maintained that India's 
unilsters! decision to pleco it in abeyance 

hed no legal basis. 
On Afghanistan, the prime minkter 

said 2 peseetul and stnbie Aighsnisten 
remained in. Pakistan's interest He 
OxDrnosed serious concem cwer teres 
emansting from Adghanistan and the 
presenpe of temorst groups on JAdghan 
30a, 6 wecing Ge need for concrete 

and verilishle action agsinst such groups. 

  

    

    

   
    

Pome Meister “Shehbar ako 
restinmed Palottan's steadinct support for 
the Pabest: peopie's: ight. to sotf 

  

determinati and statehood and 
upper for impiementstion of the G 
Peace Flen and United Nations Security 
Council Resoliton 2B08. 

Hie underscored the need fpr greater 
access to aMordeble and concessional 
financing foe developing countnes. to 
advance development and strengthen 
Climate resilience. 

The prime renee: lsuded Secutary: 
Geren! Guterres for his: commibment to 
the UN Ghartes  mulltilaterelism, 
intemational law, dislogue and peacetul 
settlement of disputes, and acknomiedoad 
hia conbibution to iniernations mesce and. 

soc unity during hes boone: 
SecresaneGeneca| Guterres acpmcisted 

Pakistan's longstanding nontrinurion to the 
United Nations snc intemationa peaco and 

scour, induding its sgrficant role in UN 
peacckeeping ard constructive 
engagement in the Security Council, 

Re particvary apprecisied Paketon’s 
dolometc efforts. to promote -dislogue, 
mediation and de-escalation and weleormed 
its cortinued commitment. to multilateralism. 
and the putposesend princinies of the UR 
Chartor Later, Prime Minster Shehbaz 
Sharif hosted a dinner im honour of the 
UN Steretary-Generol and his 
delegation, Hews Gee 

    

    

Three more rescued off 

Somalia return home 

The three remaining Pakistani 
crew members of MT Honour 
25, an ail tanker that was 
hijacked off the coast of 
Somalia in April, landed in 
Karachi on Wednesday, 

According to Shaheen Burney, the vice 

chairperson af the Ansar Burey. Trust, the 
three crew meenbers erreved in the city at 
4oi0om via aq Ethiopian ainvays Bight 
from Addis Ababa: 

    

  

  

Sindh =Govemer Neha! Hashmi 
wolomed wo members at Karaches 
Snqah ntemational Amport upan their 
Tetum, according to 8 press molmsse.     
Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahaboand other 
chgritanes were also present. 

The governor met the retu 
Pakistanis, inquired about thear well-boing 
snd prevented them wah bouquet: He 
expressed solidarity with them, seying tat 
the incident wes exbemely peinful and 
hightighting that the “sufferings and 
hardships ‘of the atfected: Pakistanis were 
Being shared- ass collective nati 
concern”, ‘tha stabament said. 

          

shat. Prime Minister Shehoer Shari 

  

ned token special notice oof the matter, 
Bsued necessary directives and mmaned 
cemincously informed about the situstion 
of the slfected Pakintari=. 

Hes that, although no amount of 

money could compensate for the oss ofa 

human life, she tae would take: “all 

pasvbla moscums” io support. the 
afferted fermiies, perticuterdy with ngarcs 
bo the education, healthoaes and future of 

their chitdrer. 
FM Shehbpsr had feued ciear 

dractons regeeding residential plots snd 

for. ihe 

  

  

arrangements educatian, 

uppringing and healthesrc of fe children 
of the -effected familins, he edd, 
according to the press molesse. 

Rashmi nobed thst the state woold 
extend suppor to the eHected familios ss 
far ss) possible, white sny financial 

fence received in this regard would 
abo bo given to the affected persons. The 
peqwincisl gqavernment had alo extended 

tie full cooperation, he sala. 
“Vite are net here aS 

representatees of any political party: 
wore hore az Pakistanis. We have 
coma to eeoress solidarity woth our 
brothers and assure them that they are 
not elone + the entre nation stands 
with tham,” the statement quoted the 
Qovernar ce saying. KEWS cE 

    

     

Oman housing minister hails Punjab’s 
‘Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar’ scheme 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif on 
Wednesday met Oman's 
Minister of Housing ane 
Urban Planning Dr 

Khalfan bin Said bin 

Mubarak Al Shuedl jin 
Muscat, whe described 

Punjab’s interest-lree 
housing scheme, Apni 

Chhat, Apna Ghar, as a 
better model than 
Oman's existing housing 
joan programme, 

The Gmiani ministor warmly 
weScomed the chief sranisier and 
har delegation and 
congratulated ber on Punjab 
recendng the UN-Hatbited Scro 
of Honour award. He exon 
keen Siterest fA Ene pe 
low-cost housing initiative 

   

  

ces. 

he oomeeting — descussed 
urban planning ane 
development, with the chiof 
minister Bristing the Omar. 
drtegation an the scheme. and 
fespanding ta their queries. She 
also outlined details of other 

3, iIncuding Apna Kher, 
oni Zameen, 

FE and: Apni Chhet, 

Mehfoar Chhat 
CM Punjab Maryam Newar 

said mon: than 200,000 peoplp 
had been provided Inans to build 
homes under apni Chhat, apne 
Ghar witha just 18 manths, 

calling ik an “extrsondonary 
achievement”. 

She said ReZé0 billion in 

    

  

SC clear 
The Supreme Court hes held 

Shet wheres mantel relationship 
hes: been marked by sewer. and 
persistent decom, all meaninghi 
efforts ust 

  

aion hove 
tailed, ‘anc unidaments 

objectes of mariage cat no 
     longer ed, shige [serious 

disceed]) may constitute 5 
4 ground for dissolution of 

mamage under Mustim lew, even 

i cruglty or-restreatment by the 
husband is nat prowedd. 

member bench hascesd 
by Justiae Shahid Weheed and 
comprising Justin Alaeam Akhtar 
Afghan, Justice  Munammaed 
Hashim Khan: Kaker, Justion Ishtiac 

Ibrahim and Justion Mian Gu 
Hass Auengeb Boued 38 
Oeteiied judgment while deciding 
two seperate cases filed by Zanab 
Bibi and rem. Wer Begum. 

Te court hal Koala ancl 
dissolution of MM marreges 
under the Dissolution of Miiclim 
Macriages Act, 1929, are two 

distinct legal svenues. Where = 
witt-soake dicsalution of marriage 
on the ground of cruclty or other 
siabubory grounds: and dogs rot 
Opt for kauia, the court cannct, on 

inn oan, convert her chim. into 
khule without ber ocear and 
soluntary choice, partecularky 
wherg such comvermon affects her 
legal right to .doaver. 

The Sucreme ‘Court observed 
hat ever whee ocuelly.is aot 
established, a wile has tha-right to 

pursue her Ipgal aim for 
futon or velurdariy apt for 

   

  

  

        

interest-free loans had been 
dispuned under the pragranmne 
and racovory of iments hed 

aso bean. Mom than 725,000 
families, she soded, had alrosdy 

moved inte their home. 
“Merit end transparency ara 

the hallmarks of Apni- Chaat 
Apne Ghar No recommendation 
So requi toa obtain an interest 
free loan," she sated 

The chief minister ‘said she 
waned to badd one millian 
houses: under the progeamma 
bout ecomoriec COMstrasis. 

remenad a -chetenge. “We ww 
howewar, achive the tangat af 
builcing 800,000 houses: for Saw 
ncome poopie in five years,” she 
said. 

She said the programme's 
recovery rate had aaceeded #7 

cont, largoly because of the 
dable monthly astaament of 
OOS. The Funjsb Socio 

Economic Registry had snabied 
the government ta compile 

comperhensive date across the 
province and determine housing 
neecs on the bass of thet cists, 

   

    

    

     

she sci! 
"Every Rouse built under 

Apori ‘Chhat, dons Ghar hes a 
heareto ig soy,” CM 

  

  

Punjab said. 
Dr Chalfan bin Said ben 

Mubarak Al Shuedi ssid a large 
Fakisiani community: in ‘Orman 
WEE making vaiuabio 
contribubans to: the country. 

He said Oman owas like # 
second home for Pekistenis as 
well as for Chas? Minister 
Magan Mewar He said Orman 
nad two models for housing 
finaace, incduchog housing grants 
for -peopia parn less. than 
$1,000 and loans through the 
Omar Rousing Banke 

However, be said, Funjab's 

Apri Chohat, Apna: Ghar was 6 

better initiative becsuse.its loans 
were interest-free. 

The minster-sad ‘Oman had 
separate department: dealing 
with housing and urban 
development. He seid inbegrated 

planqing and sustainabee 

strategies wee being pursued 
for the growing real estate 

  

NO CRUELTY PROOF NEEDED 
way for divorce over discord 

ahuls. She cannot be foresd into 
khuls and theceby deprived of har 
entitlement to dower. 

The court moted that in both 
casos, she Family Courts had 
dissolved the marriages. on the 
basis of khule after tnding that 
cruplty had not-been prowed and 
soconoliatian eforts had faikod, 
aithodgh the wives hed neither 
sough? nor opted for khula. Such 
orders could not legally be 
sustained, 

The courtturther nel that the 
mo megending dower owes 

nt in the Qvo legal eweruwes 
Dissolution through hole may 
have, hriancia Come qdences 

conceming repayment or 
rel inquihment of dower, wheres. 

dissolution under the Oissclusion 
of Muclim: Marnages Act, 1939 
preserves the wife's sight so 
owe. 

  

   

  

Explaining 
Supeeme Cour 

sarious; doen-seated 

cominuing preskdown in the 
mordal relationship in which the 
fundamental purposes of mariage 
can no longer be fulfilled and 
genuine etfors: st reconciliation 
heree: failed 

  

The court cautioned that 
every (quarrel, armament, 

temporary Separation or 
neompabbil ity would nat. emcunt 
to sheqac. 4 Family Court crust be 
sstisiad that ihe marital 
réisianship ac suffered 4 
genuing, serous and continuing 
reakdown and that meaninghul 

atismpts ef reconciliation have 
tailed 

The judgment distinguished 
shiceq har eralty. Cruelty 
mwalves. a specific logal wrong 

      

committed by one ~ spoune, 
wherees chigag. concerrs She 
overall ard continuing condition 
of the smarits! sdationshic. This, 
even whore en is not 

established (ona peartiouler legal 
ground, .the relationship may 
newertholers reach =. stogo of 
Bhiqad wartsnbing dissolution. 

The Supeema: Court darted 
that -recognaing -shigaq: az 3 
ground for dacolation did not 
amount ba jucicially creabng 3 
general doctrine of “eretnewabls 
breakdown” of mariage. Family 
Courts cannot dasole merrisges 
by labelling every unhappy martal 
mBationship as snigecn 

The court also excdained: the 

      

imiiz of the High Court's 
constiubans! jurisdiction under 
Article 199) obsensng tat it & 

    

supanteory rather than scpellate, 
& High Court cannot ceases 
eradence march io substiute its 
owe view forithet of a Sower court 
although interference: io 
permozible where there is 3 
Woletion of law, exooen of 
gursdicton, 2 finding unsupported 
by evidence or faikine io. consider 
materia! evidence: 

The: jedgment emphasized 
that-sirticle 4-af the Constitution 

Querantoes. treatment n 
excordonca with low, article 14 
protects human dignay and dirticio 

  

   

  

  

industry in Muscet. 
Ho sand urben deve‘apment 

wes being undertaken through 
economic and enyeronmental 
planning white keeping in view 
tha needs oof di ffanent 
Communit anc Sectors 

Gmani Minster said Oman 
wes focusing on smart. Rousing 
to meet future ‘requirements, 
adding that Pakistani companies 

  

were making valuable 
contributions to Muscat's real 
estate sector. 

Punjab Chat 
Maryam Nawar St 

  

expressed her appre 
this security forces for ki 
barron: 

The chiet 
commended. the: security 
for eliminating 13 Shawarij of 
Fitna abHindustan snd lsudec 
the successhul 
based operation. 
ormed forces sted 
impregnable wall agai 
enemy oon ewer front, 

   

    

    

  Chief 
Minister Maryam Newer. Sharif 
nad, MES Des 

25 guarantees equality before Lew. 
The: nights and ockgrity of both 
spoubes mut therefore be 

protected throughout matimarial 
litigation. 

The: Supreme Court held thee 
aewile cannot be depraved of her 
dowerby being compalled to sock 
Kaula against her will, just aso 

  

   
husband cannot be hed 
responsible for crueky or mart 
misconduct without su 
evidence. 

The court obserscd that the 
ourpose of law is ta determane the 
rigats of the parties, mot ‘to 
aggruate. a hurren- dispute. 
Where sllogstons of a specific 
matrenonial weong fail bo meet 
the. required Jegal standard, 
courts should not treat them as 
prowecl However, if Ere marcial 
relationship has genuinely 
reached a state of movers and 
continuing shigeg, tne pectios 

the mariage 

      

  

eeariicular matimora! wrong has 
not een establ shed 

mg kAuis trom 
uneme Cour. held 

a farm al marital 
© obtained iheoogh the 

Ss wolumtary choice, whereas 

shigegq. is an: _ objectively 
established condition of SENDUs. 
sad continuing breskdown of the 
marital relabonship in such s.cece, 

relingushment of dower or ary 
other financal benefit bythe wi 
i net a mecesang condition lor 
cena! APP 

   

  

   
  

    

Tick Tock Goes Nuclear! 
Scientilic teams working 
separately in Vienna 
and Beijing have 
developed the world's 
first two operating 
nuclear clocks in what 
they are calling an 
important advance in 
timekeeping that 
promises wide-ranging 
practical applications 
and offers anew tool 
Lo investigate 

fundamental physics. 

The twe devices. represent the 
mast genoration of stomic clocks, 

the: ulttasaccurate: timekeeping 
machines first crested in 194% 
The ba research «= tears, 

  

Sesoribing their achievements on 
\Wedniesdly in. soontific papers 
published it she joumalNature, 
spid’ nuciear clocks have the 
potential to cutperfarn the best 
comwentionsl atomic clocks, but 
do not do sc yat 

They are called nuclear cloce: 
not because they arc powered by 
cuties fusion or fission, as 3 

yman — maghi mise, but 
Berauss time iculated by 

      

monitoring How light « @ high- 
powered laser = interacts with the 

nucleus ofan atom. The mucksar 
dorks bath am ibesed ons form, 
or isotope, of the element 

thorum, called = thoaum-229, 
brepped in solichstate calcium 
fioridie ony 

“The two teens worked 
qdependenty and reached 
opersting thorium-229 nuclear 

docks at the sama time, using 
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different expermoenial 
sperosches. | thine = yer 
encouraging becouse it. shows 
that the connept & robust anc not 
dependent on one particular 

tecinical implementstion,” said 
f rigian Ding of Tsinghua 

Urewersity in Chins, whe belped 

feed the team behind the Beqing 
dock. 

“The crestion of a nuclear 
cleck. wee something that 
physicsis dream? of for.almost-50 
your. In-my team, we hav been 
working tower this gee! since 
2008," said phi Thorzten 

Sciumm of TU Wien in dwsiria; 

who helped ined the team behind 

the Vierma clock. 
Schumm said he mnvissore 

apes foc oucker clocks in anoas 
such ag satellite-based 
nawigetion, synchronization of 
dats fransier, surveying and 
mebology, whichis the study of 
Measurement acd as. practical 

applications. AeuTERS 
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GLAMOUR 
Oprah taps riveting 
debut for Book Club 

AC debut novel 
about a 12-yaarcld 
Ee s sttuggles to 
ind hersalf amid 
poverty and family 
strife is Oprah 
Wintrey's now book 
club pick. 

Gn. Tuesday. 
~ Wintey announced 
= that she hod cho- 

son Amanda 
Riakella's 
“Hungered,” which i 

came out in May 
Wintray sated in a 

le statement that the 
v r i i a Fzkalla 

= written 2 
. “rveting novel” 

about “families who live outside the margins, 
living unhoused™ and “theirhopes, dreams, an 

the perseverance it tebes-to face another day” 
Rizkalla,s Los Angeles native who now 

lives in the Bay Ares, was an undergraduate 
student at Stanford University and received 
a Master of Fina Arts in creotive writing 
from the University of Wisconsin: Madison 
Like so many authors since Windrey faunched 
har club 30 years-age, she leamad sha had 
been selected after receiving 9 surprise call 
fram Wintrey herself 

‘Lwes. so stunned | could hardly believe it 
was real, and there are sull moments where tt all 

faels like one big daydream,” Rizkalla said ins 
rhakermant 

The Oprah Podcast conversabon with 

Rikalia: can be sean-on Windrey's YouTuba 
channel end through other outtets. ap 

Waiters duo to tour 
Pink Floyd music 

Roger Waters and his som Harry have 
teamed upfor a tour calemrating the music 

of Pirk Floyd 
Legacy = A Fink Phayd Show vill see Harry 

and his band hanour material from the group's. 
“golden era" from 1971 to 1999 

Roger, 83, wall direct the show while Harry, 49. 
aS musical director, will lead tha 1-piece band on 
B2 organ, pigne and wocels 

      

  

The band 
will parfonm 
selections 
from Pink 
Floyd alburns 
The Bark Side 
of tha Moon 
(1973), fish 
You Wore 
Here [1975], 
Animak (1977) 
and: The ‘Vall 
(TF 9], 

The tour 
will begin in 
Monchester 

    
on June 16 
BOT, with fur 

ther stops scheduled for Glasgow, Edinburgh, f 
Neweastle, Sheffield, Southend, Brighton. 
Wolverhampton and Landan. 

Roger sac: "These: songs hive meont so much 
to so many people for-so many yoars and |'m excit- 
ed for audionces to come together and experience 
them live again. PA MEA 

  

Ay 

tf 
Zain Ahmed, Aima Ba 

  

  Pakistani singer Aima Saigend fash: house Rassah, 
lon designer and ontreprencur Zain 
Ahmed have onee again drawn public 
attention after their [a cial media 
interactian eppeared to challange 
seagoing speculation sbout. trauble in 
their mariage. 

The speculation 

  

event on Instagram. 

      

  

gsined renewed ’ 
attention after Zain J 
Ahmed wae 
announced as part of 
the BoF 500 Cisss of 
2024, an anrual list 
by The- Busine: 

on recognising 
influential = figures 
wag Taw oon 

tributed to the globe: j 

i 

  

    

  

Vicky celebrated her 
Ausband's achievement: snd .exonssed 
pede in his inchision on the prestigious 

2. Zain Ahmed, whois the founder and 
creative director of Lahore-besed fashion 

his 

  

  

  

ot Matthieu Bilary sent the fashion 

   
   

   
   
    
   

   

              

   

    

   

            

   

  

   

            

   

  

   

  

   

  

   

    

   

) ckirremad the body, masculine tai: 

nded the BoF gala in 
Periz and ister-shaned picture: from tie 

acing moments from ihe eis, Zain 
Getcibed it 5.9 momorsble-evening anc 
thanked those worong to contribute to 

the fashion industry dame responded bo 
et witha supparive comment, writ 

ing, “Prova eand proud.” Zain replied to 
her comment by thenking hor for stays 

Nicole Kidman and Dua Lipa 
watch Chanel’ 

revival at Paris Fashion Week 

creative 

      

    

   

    

   

    

     

    

   

          

   

  

   

  

   

    

       

  

Chanel’s artistic director fled colfars, peplums and traces 
of corset boning. 

The strongest dawalop. 

mant was Chanel’s now 
“smocked twood,” designad 
to stretch and mave with 
something of athleticwear’s 
ease. ff vaso wsebad 
Proposition for an expen- 
sive, familiar garment: 
preserve its character. 
while improving 

house's suits stretching towards 
sportswear and evening dresses 
drifting through clouds, with 
Nicole Kidman, Dus Lipa and 
Fadro Pascal in the audience os 
he unveiiead hi spring-sumtmar 
2027 collection 

The Monday night 
show underscorad that 
a yoer into he creates 

    

a 

  

rovival, Blazy has mada its possibili- 

the house tel nowly ‘Gas. 
unpredictable. Competing 

The farmer patterns and 
Bottega Voners frothy tutus. 
designer succeeded sometimes 
Virginie Viard, who tipped 
took over after Karl towards: 
Lagertald ‘s daath in costume. 
2079. Viard’s tanure Dressos o 
brought record sales = mada 4 
but Blary’s coninbu: == from 
tion has boen to fay 
restore osense that red 
Chamal’s femnilinr print: 
ingredients can‘pro= ad 
duce sameihing silk 
unexpected. 

That renewed is e 
visible in his treat 
ment.of the house's 
symbots: tweed can 
stratch; formal 

} jackets sit against 

bare skin; quilted ff 
bags tumslouchy. 

The-appeal |i 

im gening established # 
clients something 

* sive, 

burmeng, 

cloud for 
recognizable, and moevtions 
TWOr Ones Some: and chang- 

thang to rember ing feght inte 
pret shatting calor. 

Heneath illu: Model 
minaied birds at = Deyenirn 
the Grand Palas,  Hurbischer 
Blazy's collection = apened and 

traced Gaobrielle closed the col- 
“Caco” Chanal’s faction = carry. 

passage from Edwardian ing Gabnalle 
Chanel’: can 
2.55 handbag, bor- 
rowed from the famed : 
archives. 

That clement nesthy | 
framed the collection’s 
ambition: continuity with 
room for change - 2 
balance Blary’s 
revitalization of Chanal rosts 
an. 

Hie has made Chanef's 
heritage feel available for 
ploy, backed by serous work 
im the atelier. Lipa wore n 

sleeveless stort sunt sith-pink 
heals. Kidman attended with 
her daughter Faith 
Margaret. AF 

constraint towards the freedom 
she sought im dress. 

“it’s aout the women with: 
in aaworan.” Blery wrote anhis 

notes. 
Across 83 looks, thet moant 

expanding the possibilities of = 
Chanel wardrobe: knits that 

  

boring, ary eveningwear and 
sharply aboreviatad skirts. 

Raw-edged waistoaats and nar- 
row skirt suits reworked man’s for 
mini clothes. 

4, pearl-ombraidered corset tog 

pated with black trousers brought 
the tension batween restriction 
and asa inte focus: 

‘Older feshions lingered im rf 

  

  

ig fuel reconciliation buzz 

  

    
wo eee considered influential in’ shaping 
the global fashion industry through 

|, busness and cultuce: Sew men 

are selected following months of 
nominations and editorial eyalt 
with the 2026 class announced during 

gela held slonasige Pens 
Fashion Week 

Meanwhile, rumours 
about dithcouties between 
fara and Zain have circus: 
ed for several months. The 
couple got married ino pei- 
vote AWikah ccoremony. in 
Canada on Au 2025. 

Report: ToCES 
beoveen tham emerged 
in Ortoner 2025 after Zain 
raported’y unfoliowed 

derma on Instagram. and 
romoved their wed- 
ding photographs 

from hes socal mecke account. 
ined that the po: 

bean archived because of a tech: J 
nical sue. Nes Be 

supporting him. Ther public exchange 
Qucioy attracted nition beceds 
fame amid months of tpecuistion about 
the status of relationship. Zain 
Anmed is the sacond Paksteni designer 
tobe included in the BoF 500 Designer 

    
     

    

    
     

  

   

    

  

   

  

   

pall 
Farag Manan became: the hirot Pokistars to 
make the lst in, 4, 

The BoF 500 is an anruol secognition 
programme that highlighkiz incdewdual 

      

  

    

  

Just ite hermather, Ming-Ha 

Wien will show you she cares: 
through the love language of food. 

“Whenewer aryone: comes ‘bo 
2 house, i's elves, Have you 

exten yet? Wen told The 
Agsocivted Press, “So that was how 
Leare up with the tale, bocause | 

wanted that as 2 greatng far my 
fens" 

Wan, wie found fame in the 

1996 film adaptation of Amy Tan's 
novel “The Joy Luce Clue" and wert 
on to starin “Mulan,” is wading into 
the coakbook market. "Have ‘You 
Entan fot? Family Recipes From o 
Restaurant Daughter,” cut Tuesday, 
is sprinkded with Chinose and 

Western recipes and frst-parmon 
anecdotes 

Tha reopes parntel Wen's ave 
lution from: immigrant lod helping 
out at her parents’ restaurant to 
working acter cooking for her car 
children. 

For generations of Aran 
dumaricans, Wen berate an icon for 

Restaurant 

Kid to 

Hollywood: 

Ming-Na 

Wen in 

70 recipes 

watidating the bicutural axpemence 

as dune in “The Joy Luck Club.” The 
first big studio: feature with an al 
Asian cast was praised for depicting 
‘Chinese charactors end Chinese 
food inn nordemeaning wey. 

Despite being mare prevalent 
now than ever, Chinese cuisine is still 
at times stereotyped or devaluad. 
Wen might ba an ideal ambassador 
to-share experiences ef growing up 
eating Chinese and American food 

[didn't want it to gust be about 
Chinese food,” sad Wen, 42. “| 
earted it to be about the Asian 
American cgranance.” 

The ides for a cookbook begs 
with Wen's instagram cooing 
videos, posted from her Los Amgobes. 

home. Fans unged “The 
Mandalorian” starto write = cook 
book, but she didn't feel qualified 
until she beamed there are. “many 
celebrities who would write o book 
swhio chdin't cook, whack to emo wes 

such a no-no." 
“He teok a couple of years before 

my literary agent came up with the, 
veonderful idan thet we waite the 
cockbock as my journey through 
food," Wan said 

She ended up whittling = list 
of a hundred recees down ta 
TO. Ameng those that made 
the cut are Popo's (Cantonese 
for grandmother) Wontons, 
and Chestnut Chicken, both: 
reminiscent of har child 
hired in Hong Kong. 

She abe wanted to 
honor her stepfather or 
“Chef Baba (Cantonese 
for father)," wine taught 
herte caogk Western dish- “Si 
es he hod leamed cooking . 
in the aemy. He could pivot from J 
making clam chowder to winter 
moefon soup: 

At age 7, Wen rode in an.air 

plane for the first time when her 
stepfather sponsorad hor, her 
mother ond brother to come to 
the U.S. They lived im Mew 
York City for threa yonrs 

      

  

  
       

      

   

            

    

   
    

daughter’: Nazish 
mocks headlines 

Pakistan’ actress Naish Jahangir hos oiticised 
the way commands from interviews ere sometimes 
izken out of context and tumed inte sensational 
headlines, saying thet a simple statement can bo 
presented ina. camplotaly different way ta attract 
public attention 

The actress shared 2 sarcastic Instagram Stary 
in response to what she described as axaggernt- 

ed reporting. Without naming any particular pub- 
lieatan, Nazish expressed trustration ower the 

way her remarks had bean presented and 

reshaped for attention 
Taking a humorcas approach, she wrote, “| 

am Bil Gates’ daughter,” adding that she had 
never actually. said such a thing. Her sarcastic 
remark agoaared to highlight how far statements 
con ba distorted when they are nomowed from 
their original contesct- 

Navish said this wes one af the reasons she did 
nat enjoy giving interviaws in Pakistan. She com- 
plained thet poople can take o straightforward 
comment, remove tt from its context and prosant it 

in away that changes its intendad meaning. The 
actress: urged those reporting om calabrity imter- 
views to understand the complete conversation 
bafore creating their oven version of the story. She 
abo argued that mot every sintermant needs to ba 

turned into sensational content simply to create an 
ettention-grabbing headline. Naxh’s reaction come 
after axcerpts from one of her recent interviews began 
circulating widely across: social media and entertains 
meant platforms, During the interviaw, she spoke about. 
relationships, mariage and the qualities she. would 
prefer ina future partner KEWS Bes 

    

Axe used by Jack 
Nicholson in The 

Shining to go on sale 
The aor used by Jack Nicholson as he delivered the 

farnous line “Home's Johny!” in the tP80 horror Alm The 
Shining 6.20 go onsale. 

deme from director Stanley Kubrick’: personal archive 
ane-ba. go to auction for the first time next yoer: 

Mubrick, considered ons of the grestest fim-mekers of 
ell tone, is known for works incuding 2001: 4. Space 

#8), A Clockwork: Orme [197 1 and Eyes Widks     
Shut cee 

The axd used Gy The Shining’s Jack Torrance 
(Nichotson! is estimated. to nell for £30,000 te £50,000. 

nthe fim, Jeck slammed the ame through a bathroom 
oor as he attempted to murder his wile Veondy (Sheley 
Cavell} after bocieg Fis mind while staying at the Overiock 
Mosel. Other fers for tale induce the Child pros from 
BO01 SA Space Odyeney, which itexpected to fetch between 
£600,000 anc £E00 060, 

The Star Child appears as a glowing foetus in the 
fined scene ofthe 1966 science fiction one Among the 
other memorstelas ane the dresses wom by the 
Gracy tisters from The Shining, which ace expected to 
fetch between £20,000 and £60,000. Kubrick's annotat- 

ed copy of she tory treatment of Journey Beyond 
ra, the original working title of S001. A 

Space Ooyssey, ix estimated to se 
between £30,000 and £50,000, The 

director's ensotated script. for Lolita 
1962) expected to detch betwen 
fan 
tated 
cep dt sal 
E40, 000. FA we bia 

    

  

    
  

  

   
   

  

  

    
       

     
  

     £20,000 to 

betora mowing to Fittsb: 
Thera, her parents opened the 

Chinatown Inn restaurant. & good 
“resturant daughter,” Wen 

, belped set tables, wash dishes 
& and other tasks. “Boing 2 
\ restaurant kid ws thing 

that I sort of was oither 
embarrassed about or reject 
ad or didn?t file because it 
nook time aeay from hang 
img out with my friemds," 
Wen sand. “Looking back ... 
it makes meso much more 
aware of how much that 
restaurant's given. and pro- 
saidad for my family and 
for-shapeng who | am." 

Howasn until the 
Camogic: Mellon Unnversiy 

alum moved to Mew York to 
pursue acting that she found 

she had s-knack for cooking. She 
‘was on a shoestring E et, ond the 
necessity of cooking awoke all thosa 
iitchen-prep salls she had soen asa 
child. ar 
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Pakistan expects 
economic growth of 
more than 4% this fiscal 
year despite a hit fram 
the continuing 
hostilities in the Middle 
East, Finance Minister 

Muhammad Aurangzeb 
said on Wednesday, 
describing the conflict’s 
impact on growth and 
inflation $6 far as 
‘manageable,’ 

duresigzeb said he and State 
Bank of Fakstan Governor Jamoal 
Aberad had reviewed first-quarter 
sconamic data on Tuesday and 
ramanned confident about the ful 
year outkak, including keeping the 
curment scoount daficit banwesn mera 
and 156. of igroan_ domestic product 
en the back of strong. semittenne: 
fiowrs. 

"Hope & net oa. strategy,” 
furangres saad while vattually 
addressing ihe 1th Annual 
Microfinance Conterenos organiced 
by the Pakistan Microbnance 

Govt to tighten grip on dominant 
telcos with roaming rules 

The Ministry of 
Information Technology 
and Telecormmunication 
(MolTT} has proposed a 
tougher competition 
regime for the telacom 
sector, empowering the 
requlator to impose 
national roaming 
obligations on operators 
with Significant Market 
Power (SMP}. 

Proceedings will -be- initiated 
against violator: and aducicate 
desputes while piecing greater 
omphasis on consumer weGare anc 
competitive impact 

The proposss form part of the 
draft Telecommumicetinor 
Competition Rules, 2028; which 

ang aimed atestabl ishing asector- 
apecitic framewore for competitor. 
in telecom markets. 

Accoming wo the draft, the 
Authority may roquins = ficencor 
poossising SMP so provide 
netoral roaming ecoess where 

Gold retreats by 

Rupee inches higher against Dollar 

The prices of gold witnessed a herp decline in the 
local market on Wednesday: with the pring of 24-herat gold a 
per tole falling by 53,100 to-clese st Red3d 444, 

according to rates issued by the All Pakistan Sarets Gems 
nd Jewellers vusspciation. 

Simberly, the price of “10 greme of 2é-karat gold 
deceased by 82456 to cettle at R372 455, wheres the 

2 garat gold also choped by Fs2,434, Brice of 10 grams of & 
closing 22 Red47 432 

Rupee ve Dolls 
Rupes on Wednesday approcisted by 2 paca sqsinst 

the US Dollar in interbank trediag and 
campered tothe previeds day's closing of Rs 277, a5 

According bo the Form Association of Pakistan [FAP], of 

the dolar's open-merke: buying and selling rates were Rs 
77.45 and Rs 2 

  

05, respactively. 
The price of the Euro against the ruper decreased by 

Rs 1.33, dosing at Rs 310.09 against 
42, according to the State Bank of Pakiswan tate of Rs 311 

SBP) 
The Japanese Yer remained unchanged at Rs 

and the exchange tale of the Brith 
decrease of 01 pena and closed at Rs 386,74 compeed to 
the previous day's Fis 266.77 

The exchange rate of the Emirste Dirham and the 
Saudi Riyal came down by OF and D2 
Fi42 and Rs TL, eeopectively. Ate 

MONEY 
Despite Mideas 

4 

Network in Karachi, 
referring to efforts 
to de-eacalate the 

Middle East conflict. 
He said Pakistan hed mareged 

the “firsteorder impact® of the creis 
wall, including through procurement 
Treasures, whe the govemment and 

central bank continued to closed 
monitor itz economic fatiout. 

“These has been an impact on 
inflation and growth, bat fom our 
Perspective, itis still managesble," 
he sec 

Pakistan, which ralies heavily on 
imported eneray, has faced pressure 
from disruptions to oil and figueficd 
natural gas supplies. caused the 
Iran conflict and restricton: on 
shipping through ihe at of 
Honruz. 

Qsien LNG prices sumged to 
nearty $30 per million British thermal 
unite last month as. the er 
disrupted Midd |e Eastern: supe! 
while Paksten has introduced fuol 
subsicies to cushion consumers from 
cagring pearct and diesel prices. 

Aurangzeb had wemed last 
month that prolonged conflict 
could threaten Pabstan's 4% annual 
grewih target. On Wedhescay, 
however, he maintsined ihe 
government's expectation. of growth 
abowe that |ewal. 

"you poke three yoercsga, 
bur Bcomomy actunlly certracted,” 
he ced. "We wert negative 
Last Fecal year, we were at 
year, we ane expecting north-ot “se 

The finance minister said, 

    

  

  

conticered necessary to rromote 

   
   

   

   

under the framework may be 

tensions. Pakistan 

eyes 4%+ growth: 
Finanee Chief 
Strong remittances ta keep 

CAD at 0-1% of GDP 

however, thet Pakistan would pursue 
whet he called “responsible 
growth," warning sgeunst strrulabng 
consumption through an injection of 
liquidity thet could: sgsin create 
eternal financing pressures: 

“Can we do it? Yes we cen do 

it,” hess “But then we get into 

balance of payment erable and we 
go running back to the lender of the 
fast resort And we don’t want to do 
shart." 

Pakistan haz repeatedly turned 
fo the Intemational Monetary Fund 
MPF) dumng beSance-of-peymenis 
crises and is curently operating 
under 3 47 om IMF bailout 
progres. 

Aurapgzeb said the government 
would continue structural reforms in 
famtion, nergy,  siobe-camed 
enter fises, prvabzation snd public 

finance as 1 sought to make.recent 
macroeconomic stability permanant. 

  

  

  

He sad Pakistan's foreign 
exchenge reserves had menentty 

reached $21.41 bil |, qquivalicettto 

  

roughly three months of import 
cower, while citing thee sovesign 
rating upgractes smco April 2025 end 
Pakistan's rotum to intemationa! 
capits! markets after a neeady four 
year absence os evidenca of 
imoenng investor confidence. 

Paicstan: raised £3 billion 
through a = Eurobond sale that 
mitracted demand roughly. twice the 
saeof the Ssuance, Murangzeb said, 

mvestor participating {ram 
the Middle East, Europe and 

the United Stans. reassess 
   

  

  
prescribed 

Berlin calls on 

Islamabad to 

fast-track GS 

Plus reforms 
Jam Kamal invites German 

firms to invest in Pakistan 

Federal Minister for 
Commerce Jam Kamal 
Khan here on 
Wetinesday invited 
German companies to 
explore investment 
opportunities in Pakistan 
and participate in the 
upcoming FoodAg 
exhibition in Karachi 

next month. 

The minister wee ialking to 
Germen Ambesader to Pakistan ins 
Lecel, who: cofed on the Federal 

NGnstec Coordinator to ‘the Prime 
SGniser on Commene and Industries, 
Rena [ssen Afzal Sepmiary 
Commerco, Jvand Feu and senior 

olScisis of the Mineiry of Commesce 
were also present 

The: discussed ways to deepen 
bileteral trade, imvesiment and 
bininesebo-business © cooperation 
beaver fie two countries, said s 

procs nlesse issued by commerce 
ministry. 

The osneter emphasized that 

colaboration with German compsrres. 
could help Peitsten improve 
agricultural productinty, strengthen 
Quality and export standarcs, and 
Qmncrate greater excortabie 
surplices. He said Foodéia would 

under ~“Scheduie-l, 

  

Porde 4 
pesitorm for 

businesses to) cirecthy 
engage with FP, ons companics, 
identify investment cpportunzies end 
dewolop partnerships across the 
agncuitone and food value chains. 

Ke appreciated: = Germany's 
longstanding) economic. cooperation 
with Pakistan and its constructive role 
in relation to the Eveopeem Union's 

   

  

S5F stheme. He reaffirmed 
Pakistan's comment to fulfilling its 
mtemational obligatians and 
strengthening cocrdinztion enon 
feders! ministies and provincial 
Qowerrmants. 

(Qn the occasion, the Ambassador 

Lepel acknowiedged = Pakistan's 
legislative: progres: snd positive 
develooments in areas micvant io GSE 
Plus, noting thet these efforts reflected 
Pakistan's commitment to refenns and 

stronger incsituricral mechan: She 
emphasised the importance of 
translating legilstne mesures nico 
effects: mpemantation, mecsurable 
results. and tengibie improwemerts for 
otinens 

She 
strucbared 
‘O5F-Flus application and encouraged 
continued coordination among 
relevant feaersl orinisties, onmvincel 
gowermmants.and other stakeholders. 
She said ousteined. engeqement, 
transparent. reporting and. timely 
followup would help maintain 
momentum end reinforce confidence 
earong Pakisten'’s © international 
partnars. 

welcomed Fokisian’s: 

SECP introduces passive 
equity sub-fund under 

voluntary pension scheme 

    

epproech taweeck the next 

Thursday, Getober 6, 2026 

  

   

      
     

     Ambassacar Lepel alsa 
hightighted potential oeportunities in 
agrees, food processing, 
technology, manufacturing, renewable 
encry and other: amas, “and 

encouraged ocrenger interaction 
batwean the private sectors of 
Pakistan and Genny. 

Lepe underscored the 
importance of peneecting the Mews 
of peoduceors, farmers and axocorier 

through snpropriate legal and 
institutional mechanisirs. She noted 
that. fects protection © of 
Qecoraphical indications = could 
Brengthen. peoduct. racogretion in 
Intomationsl markets, support rural 
leet noods and erinance the value of 
earictural exports 

She sad, German participation in 

Foodiig could helo transate beaters! 
engagement into practices: buses 
and institutional cooperation. She 
hightighted opportunities in modem 
agnciueal technology, quality 
escursies, = ¥onation training, 
research and -dewlooment, ard 
astainsble producion practices 

The German side also shen 
preparations for a delegstian of 
Pekister: businesspeoccie to athend « 
major animal hushencry trade fair in 
Gormany dmbascsdorLepal ssid such 
exchanges could facilitate knowledge 
transfer, strengthen commertial 

linkages @nd bejp identity mew 
opportunities nl ivesiock.and relstec 

sector. arr 

  

  

effective competition, fecilitaze sdjudicsied by the Authority in replacing the earlier: wording 
metwork expansion, protect . scpordsnee.with the iw telering to “reasonable joos”. The Securities and Exchange The mansaement fer for sn ETF-baced 
consumer welders or enum While resolving disputes, she. The: Authority would Commission of Pakistan (SECF) has © Passive Equity Sub-Fund wil be capped ot 
efficent utilicetian of telecom Authority may conmdera broader sddeionally be empowered ta introduced a Passive Equity SubFund 0.75% per annum. Where a pensar fund 
infrastructure af factors, induding market ‘Gsu0 guidelines, determinations, — under the Valurtany Pension Scheme (VPS) managor invests in ETFs managed by its 

The draft further propoces thst ooHiciency, consumer wellare, framework: oct directions for framework, which will ba offered by ow7 greet management company, po 
netians! caaming obligations proportional ity, aechnicel scamying-out the purposes of the = pension fund managers fram Usman), edditional managemens for will bo 
would hove fo be imposed onfer, feasibility and campetitewe rules. S027. cheged, avoiding two Sayers of 
reasonable, transparent and nom mpact The proposed —~ natipnal According to a-sistement, the new management dees on the sane investment. 
discriminatory tenms, with the 
Ayutbority empowored to 
deternire the techrécal frashil ity, 
Operational scope and duration of 
such arrangements. 

The draft also. ecvages the 
rules a5 8 soctorspacific requintory 
frameweek for telacommunications 
merkets, while eopresshy 
that they would operste wit haut 

mating 

fosming prowsins ace consizsent 
wah the Greader policy objective 
of enccumging mpid nationwide 
telecom 
Telecom Policy 

coverage. The S045 
hed = slrescy 

   

  

subtund will be mandatorily offered 
slongsice existing equity, dabt and morey 
market sub-tunds, giving savers the choice 

between activaly managed eauay funds 
and psssiva equity funds that inack a 

  

  

    

The (proposed framework prejudice to the jurisdiction of the ervisaged national roaming for specifird market nook. 
could rignificently Inereme Competitor Comenction oof SMP operators on dair and: nore Forgion fund manager mey manage 
regulatory preasum on dominant Pekistan [OCF] under the discriminatoo) tenms. the Passive Equity Sub-Fund esther: Dy 
telecom opecators, particularly as Gompotition Act, 2010. The. proposed. framework dinmcthy tbecking = market index by 
the sector undesgoes The mows is particularly comes st a sensitive time investing in Exchange Traded Funds [ETFs!. 
consolidation and peoperct for signdicant. against tha beckdme ot Pakistan's inlecom industry, where Linder the ET F-hased option, managers 
wider 53 deployment 2 logeunniag = jursdicbonal = ~consolidation, spectum may invest n-eqiity ETFs:|ied onthe 

The draft alo provides the: dispute between the Moll], PT concentration, infrastructure = Pakstan Stock Exchange [PSM], provicina 
Mathority with | enforcement 
power: whore = linensee is Sound 

fo hewe contavened tha roles. It 
may issue directions, requce 
corective meesures,: impowg 
Prepartionsts regulatory 
obligstions and/or = initie’e 
proceeding: under the relevant 
act 

Important, the proposed 
files stabe thet disputes ansing 

Rs 3.100 

Comneny Limit 

  

closed ot Rs 

the pervious day's 

  15, 
Pound wittessed-s 

paisa to: close at Rs   

and CCF 
requiation in the telecom sector 
The Islamabad. High 
previous held thet toe CCP has 

overarching 
competition matters. 

The draft tules abo seek to 
bring oreater regulatory discictine 
to apelication: subrated to ihe 
Aatrorty. Such apptocabens would 
be fegured ‘io 

Lucky Group in 
for GEPCO takeover 

consortium 
Cement Limited, Hub Power Raldings 

end Metro Ventuns [Private] Limited hes 
bear pre-quatiliod fo condert due 
diligence on Gejranweta Electric Power 

Lucky Cement, one oof the lengest 
cement makers in the country, inftemed in 
@ filing to the Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSM) on Wednesday, 

a The ponzortium 
Beoresion of Interest (Eel) ened Statement 

Qualification. for 
ecquisitionols 51% to. 1005 equty stake, 
adgng with management control, in 
GEPCG, baing oBered for divestment by 
the Gowemment of Pakstan through 
Privatisation peoones,” read the filing. 

duchy Gement said the consortium, 
along with other intesested parties, Hod 

been shorilisied to undarake financial, 
technical and legs! dur diligence-on the 

Power distribution company. 
The company, howewer, said nisther it 

nor the consorbum hed entered ato any 
binding commitment ip acquires equity 

over competition 
are 

Court hed 

jursdictian over 

carry = fers 

(QEFCOL 

   “suibrnitt 

the proposed 

transaction 

access and competitive conditions: 

mariot concent 
Apedings, 
financial strength, notwark effects 
and barriers to oniry,. Mees cent 

Sor. SMP sssetement, 

alongside wide: = cowering 
npectrum 

esnontial infrectructune, 

“AS thin 

iho way for the next stage of the 

The board wee informed shat 11 BCH: 
had bean roopived for the scquition of a 
57% to. WOOK sharcholding in GEPOO, 
4long with management control. 

Tha prequalified pertios will now 
mowe to the next-stage, inclcing access 
tothe Virtual Disia Room: for detailed buy- 
sido due diligence, NESS.oese 

becoming increasingly 
important Recent PTA popoml 

neve also suggested = 25-peccent 
market-share threshold sc an inital 
trigger 

    

contention 

spprovak, and a detesmination thet the 
transaction &. commercially viable. 

mage, the company, throug 
the consertum, inbence andy to uncetiake 

= comperehensee cue -diligenos emcee 

and evaluate the -wasbility of the potential 
en sqquisition ooportunity,” sod Lucky. 

On Monday, 

  

the Privatsation 

1e.7a7 

unch: 
e-Electric iid. led the voturne chart 

diversified exposure to the equity market, 
SCF esc. 

  

The benchmark KSE+100 Index od the 
Paksian 5 
tts positive momentum on Wednesday, 
gaining 120.30 points, a positive change ol 

ercent, to cosa at 168,560.41 points 

18.S40011 pains necorded in the 
Prewous irading session. 

  

fraded in the provwous session, while the 

traded value increased to Rs 22.345 bilson 
Som fs 20,137 

Market capital sation incresed to. Ro 
billion from Rs 

recorded. day earlier. 
Dut of 807 companies that taded in 

the rosy market, 272 posted gers, 184 
sulpeed ~ loses 

KSE-100 
#120.30 pts (0.07%) 

vs 1BEAGON previces 

Market Cap 
comansng lucky stake in GEPOO. ; 

“Any mich commitment would ony Rs 18.747 trn 

Limeed, Kohat Cement Company Limited obo made following — satisfactory ¥ 
completion of due diligence, recespt of all vs 18712 tm 
appiirakie corporeie and regulatory  2F2 gaiiers« fd ioeers45 uncharged 

feck Exchange (PEX} continued 

Commission (FO) Boaed spproved the The macy market witnessed « trading 

prequalification of nine interested parties volume oof S84.861 milion shares, 
for ihe privatbation of GEPCO, paving compared to 432.019° million shane 

  

jon. 

'.712 tallion 

while £5 ( resnesned 

    

  

"The inteducton of Fassve Equity 

Sub-Funcs wel give pension savers grester 
choice in managing 
savings end provide a cocterHicaent route 
> participate in the stoce -marsct,” sed 

Chsinman SEF Dr Kabir Ahmed Sidhu. 
"Tres a 

their retirement 

reform will support wider 
pation in the voluntary pension 
mand ostengthen  leng-iern 

retirement savings.” 
The measure it aimed ot exneanding 

pocezsble aqd cost~aHicent investment 
opt 
end strengthening Fakistan's: voluntary 
Person gpsherr. Nese eae 

KSE-100 gains 120 points 

gee 

3 for longetorm refiement savings 

Volume 
586.861 min shares 
Value Rs 22-365 bn 
ve 20199 bo previous 

Top Volume 
sKeBectic 82699 min 
+ Cnengyico PK 68.786 min 

with 82.459 milion shares, followed by 
Cnengyica Pt with 66 
and Pak Refinery with 44.141 million 
shares. 

@rong the 
Pakistan Foods. 
420-02 to close al 
Hoechst Fakistan Limited advanced by Rs 
55.75 to setile at Rs 3679.04, 

rn tha: losing side, Nestle Pakistan 
Limited ded ined by Ris 30.65 to. clase at Rs 
6995.19, while 5.5..0i/ Mils Limited fell by 
Ro 28.92 to Rs 40164. 

Inthe: futures (OY 
sined at 174.910 
traded vakie o 
with 125.12 million shangs worth Rs 7. 148 
billion in the previous session 

OF tha 294 companies traced: in! the 
DFC marect, 174 acvenced, 

and 5 merained uncharged. apr 

   
million. shones 

top gainers, Unilover 
Limited surged by Fis 

25,480.00, while   

  

  

mmorket, turnover 
million sharet with’ 2 

8.47 2pdl ion, compared 

  

116 Gecined
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ORLD 
Satellite photos show how Israeli 
forces have erased Gaza towns 

It's perhaps the most dramatic 
wound inflicted on the Gaza 
Strip by tsrael’s. military 
campaign over the past three 
years: The city of Rafah, once 
home to a quarter million 
people, has been erased. 

Sabe bite image ry showe tre lerael icril tary 
fas systematically eed the -southem cay and 
other towns districts.ba the ground and in 
some. pleces plowed wey the rubble. 
Demolibon, using (nuildbeer: and oxplosses, 

fas continued unabated since the breel--amaz 
cosecin: deal reached 3 ago, az the 
military sofidifes ks hold on just over 40% of 
the boeritory thet it stil contro. 

‘Gavn’s mangled lanckeape is just one of he 
wounds.on top of wounds that the ereclse's 2 
million Palestinians: have endured since: Emel 

lsunched its campaign to destiny Hames after 
the mittens’ Oct, 7, 2029, stack on southern 

bral. 
Ifone-than one cutiof every 10 people from 

Garse prewar population has been ioled ‘or 
wounded by bracli fre. While nearly every 
family mours.dead or cares tor wounded, mast 
so hed to move multipie times bo escape 
fighting and brasli ewecuation onda: Wah 
aimest the entre popustion “homeless, | the 

noastal toritory & now elfectivaly ona cf the 

world's mast poputesed tent erties. Ramshacke 
canvas and nyfon shelters blaqket beaches and = furuee, While tha opesrSre deal stopped 
former sgrcyltural lsd: and fill empty loss. 

Little ts likely to:change for the fomspenbio 

offenses and heaviest bombardment, [nraal 

  

hitz: tenis, cars-and buildings almost: dni in 
the: sirius that it says target Homes members: but 

thet regularly kil women, children. ancl other 

family mombers. 
People no longer hawe to flee from place to 

plone, but few can rebuild homes becouse bree! 
bers mast consizuchon rmatecis! from entering 

‘Gara. The osaseling agreement's plan far the 
lergesosie seconstruction of Gaza hes never 
gotten off fe ground becouse isracl and 
Hames have failed to reach a desl on dicsrming 

the mili group. 
Najwa abu Eita lost hor 7-peanoid 

daughter when Israeli farces:struck her home in 
the. central refugom camp of Noseirst im 
September 3024- and her thereeother children 

were injured in fre-atiace. Abu itr lost an ee, 
her face nomains heewiy demaged and scarred, 

and she hes trouble Gresthing. 
A baincbpsser belo the wee she now hes 

no ware, living in.a. tent by tha cuins of her 
home. Worst of al, she saya her chiden ae 
frightened by hor face-and swoid locking #t her, 

“Why S-yoaeoid con tells me, “Momma, [7 

give you one of my eyes” And inside, ltr 
weeping,” sha sad. 

‘Genn's papuision @ squeesed into abou 

A0%6 of the tiny samttony and: teres amilitary 
controls tha ess. Satellite images by Pines 
Lsks PEC shows thet the west mouority of 
Suildings in the breaelheid pert hve been 
pulldazed or exploded down to ples. of rubble, 
much of it stter major Sighting ended = year 
go. The lsael| military says i demol ches 
Ibuildings to provent their use. by Hamas 
militants of to destroy the groups tunnel 
networks, AF 

  

  

Sri Lanka arre: 
ex-first lady in 

charity graft probe 

5 

  

Sri Lanka's antiegredt authority arrasted former first. 
tacky: Sharniathi 
allegations thet her c 
fora children's hospital 

President Anura Kumara Dissaneyake's gowarnment. 
hes revived long-dormant graft investigations involving 
members of the onco-powerful Rajapacsa family, which 
dominated Sri Lankan politics for nearly two decades. 

The 73-yoorold wife of former president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa was arrested in Colombo, and will ba taken 
before a magistrate, the Commission to investigate 
Aiagations ot Bribery or Corruptoen SCAR OC] said. 

“The arrest & im connection with her Sind ya Saviya 
Foundation,” a CLABOC official told reporters at the 
Rajapaksa home in the capital 

She traveled to Singapore on September 14 for 
medical treatment, and wos served with » summare at 

Calombo airport to provide a statement to police 
about her charity. 

She flew back on Monday after filing @ court 
atition sacking to prevent her armrest, but the heanng 

Ficeuicaaliny bail wes fined for October 12. 
Police said the suthorities wanted to question 

Shiranthi over the 10 million rupees [530,300] of 
donations collected by her Sinliya Sovya charity foro 
PET scanner intended fora local cancer hospital. 

Investigators told a court that the scanner had 
already been donated by the Chinese gowernment, but 

tha charity alleged ly continued to solicit donatians and 
misused the funds. ae 

apaken on Wadnesday over 
yy misused donations collected 

Israeli setilers beat 

AFP photographer 

covering West Bank     
Acmed (eraeli settlers on Tuesday beat an AFF 

photographer, leaving him requiring hooreal peatment, ac 
Ae covered ongoing victonce by settler against West Bank 
olive farmers. 

dastar dasttiyeh, 58, 2 veberen photogmepher for the 
intemabonal news agency in the Palestinian tarrtecy, hed 
tied to rush arto & cer for-sataty but bvo men tacded him 
doweand dobbered him with tieir ie butts, acconding to 
witnesses, bic femiy and fellow journal ists. 

Ashtyoh and. soother AFP photographer, John 
‘Wessel, were standing ona hil near the notthern viage 
of Aigrba wetching the olive Aareest from sround 500 
metres away when they saw en Sraeli soldier detain o 
Palestrian 

43 Achtiyeh took pictures, a man suddenly opened 
Vive fing ho: raced ina quad bike up a hill toweeds the 
umialist. 

One Palestinian dropped te the ground. hie wes also: 
hospitalised, tthe gurshos to the foot, according to the 
Palestine Red Crescent Society, 

4d least six other people then ran towards the AFP 
journalists. firing guns, wath two of them beating 
Ashtiyeh as he ined to enter the car, which was clearly 
marked "Piness". AFP   

French-Japanese duo wins 
chemistry Nobel for solving 

molecular ‘mystery’ 
France's Henri Kagan and 
Japan's Kenso Soai on 
Wednesday won the 
Nobel Prize in Chernistry 
for solving the mystery of 
why only one form of 
certain molecules appears 
in nature, a discovery 
decisive for the 
manufacture of 
pharmaceuticals, 

The pee weno 
honoured "for the 
discovery of nor-linear 
efocs and autocetss 
in asymmetric organic 
symithesis”, Se fury caiel 

Like hans, 

molecies sock as ero 
ack ont ae two 
Mirrored. variants, bot 
ony one of them is found 
in: ther epins* in the 
beni’ coe 

The other Go raecly 
Sound Gn somatum, oa 

peromenon known es 
"hamachiral ity", thes 

Rays) Swedith Academy 
of Scipnons explained 

"Herr Kagan: and 
Kerso Scai have provided.» solution 
Soe cherrical mystery that & over a 
century oct haw homochirality can 

emorge sportansounyy.” Heiner Linke, 
char-of she Nobel Commitiee far 
Chemisty, told. 2 press confesses. 
“The chemical mechors they have 
developed are spectacular,” Lino 
adeed: Kagan, 95, is professor 
em@ritua.ot the Unirersite Pans-Seckay 
in France while Soei, 74, 5.0 professor 

at Tokyo University of Science. 
Sasi, wh was out ing aben 

hit receaved sha: call from Stocthoim, 
said it wos one of "the most exciting 

days in my fo", when reached bythe 
Note! Foundation during 
Wednesday's press confenmnce 

US seeks 

answers 

from Russia 

on alleged 

plague 

outbreak 

reports 

announcing the lueates. 
The scacemy said in = seperssa 

stabernent that the “molectes of lilo 
make things cificult for charists". 

it likened the problem toos 
lodemith cmating keys to order bul 

whoreeer Shey produne them they act 
bao merroend warants. 

"Qhly one of Shem fits the foc = 
and the lock can be damaged if your 
cueomers ing toourfock it with tha 
other iam,” 

Gre empl of the potential 
danger of using the wong key, or 
wersan, wes the thalctemide scandal 
in the erty 1960s, when thousands of 

  

thidren were affected by birth 
defects. 

“When researchers what 
had happened, they melised that it 
wes the active: substance’: miro 
i thet caused ‘the :harm,” tha 

= said 
Through the work Kecen ond Sos 

id in the 1980s and 1990s, chemiss 
wee tble io understand how 
chemical reactions could be 
conirobed te produne one side of fhe 
mirror image. 

“Thanks to Blenri- Kegan: end 
Kento Soe ie mow: know: how 

homocherality can cmerge,” the jury 
sad. 

“Thak decoweres hve been 

deceive for chemists who design 
reactions for the manufscture of 
pharmaceuticals * 
Kagan Aad previously meacd out 

on the Nobel prem. 
In 2001, the chermtsiny prize wee 

awarded. to. ‘William es, yi 
Noyori and Berry Sharpless for their 
Ploneerng work in esypenetric 
pnialjci 

That sparked controversy, with 
many Freich chemists outaged by 
tha absence of the man regarded 
inteenabonally as the “father™ cf the 
technique. 

Last yaar the chemety meine 
want to Japan's 
Susur. Kitagawa, 

Lit-bom Richard 
Riobeon and 
Americans 
Jordanian Omar 
Yeghi for 

developing a 
method al 
designing 
molecular 
mnuchies 

The chemistry 
prize. hallows the 

Paysics prize, 
which on Tuescey 
honoured Belgian 
Prsicst France. 

Hazer: for 
ground breaking 

work ining 
Antarctic ice io captue certkles 
eeigmating in the distant cosmos. 

On Monday, the medicine. pram 
was awarnied to U5. peythesbost and 
neurologist Sarl Deisserath and 
German scents Peter Hegemenn 
and Georg L The fitecstaure 

boureato wil be revealed on Thocsdey, 
and = perhaps. the most keenly 
anticipated award — the peace prin - 
= Bdve-on Friday. 

US President Donald Trump 
lobbied intensively last yosr ba get the: 
prizt: ~ Venczuolan eter paket 
Mare Conia Machado anded up 

gaing him her Nobel medal = and the: 
commnittee is aware he. ell be 
wertching Close again. arr 

    

  

Thousands still 

missing as Nepal 
ends flood search 

Nepal anncuncad its intention to cease search and 
roscuc operations for victims of the Aug. 26 flood that 
kiflad ot least 1,455 people with thousands mare siill 
messing. 

Family members of 5,285 people who remain 
unaccounted for, including nocrade fareign nationals, 
expressed maxed raactions, with same rel inved.and others 

unhappy with the dacision by Mapal's government 
announced tate Monday. 

The office of Prima Minister Balencrn Shah said the 
government will concentrate on raohabilitation and 
reconsiructon including restoring roads and bridges cut 

off by floods, any in remote areas where damaged 
infrastructure has made. aid deliveries difficult. 

The government estimates. reconstruchom and 
recovery will cost 54.77 billion. Neary 33,000 paopia 
have boen effected and sbowt 7,500 homes wero 
damaged or destroyed 

Hopes for finding surmvors ward revived after two 
Nepalese warkers wera rescued from an underground 
tunnel at the Trishuli hydropower project on Sept 4. and 
again tive days later when rescuers found a Chinase man 
at the same location 

The famalies of other food victime have held protests 
and vigils im Mepal to call for the search efforts to ba 
improved 

Usha Khatri opposed the govemment's decnian to 
end rescue operations. She has spent days searching for 
her husband im many of the towns where the river fies 
and boda: hawa bean recovered. 

‘Lam so angry at the govamment for giving up on 
search and rescue with thousands of peaple still missing | 
just don’t understand how they can do that when we-still 
hawe hope beft that our Javed one can still be found,” 
Khatri said Wednesday. 

Boring her ongoing search she has checked photos of 
bodies that ware recovered but buried for presermtion 
until identification & mado. wr 

T I ti 
he United States "Wer have officially: diplomatic = communication, be speaking to Putin-abaut what 

made a formal request requested additional known oes. og demerche, happened. 
. information from the @ussian: esecoming io ® source cose to "| havea) call scheduled: 

Presi Russia for government,” a State: the matter, yes," Tramp, told reporters st 

information on the 
reported plaque = 
death of a laboratory 
technician, a source 

close to the matter 
said Tuesday, as calls 
grew for transparency 
from Moscow. 

   
   

Russian guthorities haw 
denied that they are imposing 
eni-plague measures and 
layed down the ceparts of an 
nodent-oat'e plsqua cesaarch 
nstiute in Siberia's Irkutsk 
tegion fest work. 

Sut -US President Donaid 
Trump said he would speak soon 
with Russian couriespart Wladimir 
Futin, white US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubia snd the Wodd 
Hostth = Ongsnizstion's © head 
galled on Moscow: to ibe open 
about the situation, 

Separtment spokesperson said 

Tuesclay. 
"We are alsa. in oHicia! 

communication 
counthes: around the work to 
shane information,” t 

The request for in 
was sant via a confidential 

| ee tes 
veo s | Be) aes 

with other 

ached. 
bor 

During © trip to leelaned 

Rubeo- said: 
Russia to be transparent anc 
share more information with the 
word. oo that call af ous could 
react 

epproprately.” 
Trump ister said he would 

the White House when asked if 
he had spoken fo: Putin, 

\ edding that tt would happen 
ef “vary noon.” 

Acked what 5 
qtelligence sgencics wero 
saying ebout the situation, 
Trump ssid: "We're in very 
Gece discussions. Vie'll be 

f sible to meport on it peobaby 
tomorrow.” 

= 3 le 

Cause af death 
‘undetermined! 

Russian news outket 
Foopis of Baikal reported 

Fricky that the dead women — 
named os 28-yeacold “Diryn 
Shpikews = may hae 
contracted preumonc plague 
from: broken ioct tube. 

OCehor: meds reported os 
possibie | ink between her death 

ands lab sccident st the facil ity. 
The People of Baikal cutiet also 
sad up to 200 people with 
whom she mary hanwe had porrbact 
were under quaraniing. AFF 

“We encourage 

accordingly and



   
an era for Argentina 

Argenbna 1 confronting . . even as Messi vill contmue to |ight-up 
Ss ooce unimaginable real sty Messi caps Argentina Mapor League Soccer with inter Miami. 

; . 1 i mai 
saree Gone tec al farewell with a penalty , ratory between ployer anda 

On Tuesday, 39-yoar-ol } I a natan as great as the ome you built,” his: 
Messi bid farewell to interna and 2 assists in a 3-0 teammate Rodrigo Ge Paul wrote on 

tional soccer alter 21 years, 126 win over Benin Instagram, 
gonls, two Copo Aiméricn titles The Argentine soccer foderatian 

and a \Waordd Cup championship, turned Tuesday's game» Mossis 208th - 
scoring’ a penalty and setting up into 2 national farewell billed os "the bast 

Argentina's pte sea for nee a Mer than ee aoe to 
victory over Benin. What was other: uanas Aires” largest stadium sold out in 
wise an unremarkable friendly against FO minutes, seats that were ongnally 
the Wost African mation became 2 priced around £40830 tater fetching 
aoe smocer-trased coum: over £2 500 on resale sites. rte 

try had long dreaded from Argentina's 1778. 1986 an 
“hfeols like on ora onding, 2022 World Cupewinning squads 

knowing he won't play for the returned ta see hin off ; 
national tear armymora,” said Adter the final whistle, Messi‘s 

Volantino Fuso, 17, whe wins eyes glistened as his taammates 
heading to 0 friends house m gathered around him, applaud- 

_ . . . Buenos Aires to watch the game, fag. A rumbling chorus of “Gla, 
Russel | py ‘Thal | (v hand S "Pom sad. | think everyone is upset ola, old, of, fliessi, Wlesst” rose. 

a bg today. hie will be missad.” from the stands as tens of thou 

Antonelli lead chance 5, soins bod oo ier, Piper inet 
tha chy boy wba left be Hexic ® ship. A banner at midhald pro- 

George Russell will be hit with = power unit penal- of Rosario at 13 for the youth acod- claimed him the. “Eternal 
ty at this weekend's Singapore Grand Prix that could emy of Spanish cub Barcelona. ts Captain” 
result in Mercedes teammate Kiri Antonelli extending ba graw into a global icon of near “The truth is, I'm tallang more 
his lead in the Formula 1 drivers’ standings mythical stature, his compatriots adored than | ever have. f don’t want to 

“George has the added challange of a power unit and abused him, sometimes questioning deave hare, | dont want te leas this. 
penalty, which will mean starting from the back of the kis commitment to his home country and field," Messi told the crowd, whach 

     

    

   

        

   

  

   

   

          

   
   

        

   

  

   
   

  

   
    
   

  

   
   
   

  

   
    

  

    
   

      

   

      

   

                                        

   

                                  

grid on Sunday, following the engine failure in accusing him of indifference to it roared as if he hed scored, “| just 
Malaysia,” Mercedes teem principal Tota "Wolff But by the time he ended his daz want-to tell you that | loweyau, I'm 
announced Wednesd dling international carear, his davo- ~ going to miss you, and I'm 

“That is particularly’ frustrating given tha way he tion to Argentina was no lemger grateful to God to bo 
drove last weeland and the result he deserved to ba in question. Nor was ?. 1 ae i. Argentine,” ar 
fighting for. Unfortunately, those things are part of the Argentina's: devotan ; Si 
sport and our focus now is on giving him the best pos to its mest i 
sible car anc opportunities to. fight back through the famous 
frald.* 

Russell's ratirement in Malaysia already helipad 
Antonelli stretch his lead over Bussall from G4 to BA 
pons, with seven coces remaining this season. 

“Malaysia was obviously a very dificult weekend for 
us," Wale aid “Wo have spent the days since then 
working hard te understand why our peniormance wos 
not where it shoud have been.” 

The 20-poarald Antonelli, who fished second in 
Malaysia, & chosing in on his first Fo tithe, 

The characteristics of the (Singapore) circuit are 
very different," Wolff saad, “and that ‘all help us build 
dearer pecture of whore we are” AF 

  
Ronaldo wanis back in 

a @ export, 
with Portugal after er 

. remindad squad exil te cous 
try of its: 

Cristiano Ronaldo = capacity 
not following Lional for graat- 
Messi into international nasa. through 
retiremandt just yot. years of pol iti 

The Portugal super: cal ond econom 
star card he wil remain ic instability. 
avadabie to play for he “Argentines 
national team, despite often say. Thank God | 
having walked out on waa bom. at a time 
the squad during tha when | could experi: 

current = international ence tha muiracha of 
wind ow. watching Messi piay,"" 

Ine long statement said Andres 
posted Tuesday, just Rabinovich, a 
hours before _Messi's University of Chicago 
much-anticipated scholar wha has 

farawell game woth researched soccer's 

  

Argentina, Ronaldo said rota im Argentine cul 
racenily hired coach ture. “it’s hard living 
Jorge Jesus hiadd't boen in Argentina. Soccer 

true to this word about when he would play the striker | often ome of the few 
in the latest round of Mations League matches. things that offers you 

Saill, the 4feyearold Ronelda said he owed fans and some fespite, some 
his teammates an apology and expects to mecove a joy" 
punshrrea nt For ‘yours, 

“Ecan peomse all my fams, and naturally especially Argentines had 
all Portuguese people, thet we yall have one or more debated when 
farewell matches. There will ba time for that,” Ronaldo and how. Messi 
seed. He added: “Therefore, if 1 am physically fit, pley- should taave tha 
ing for my club, hopefully scoring goals, than alter sere world stage Hes 
ing whatever suspension is imposed on me. lowill ba | Aug, at 
available, as | have aheays been until today to compete annaguncemant 

and win far ournatianal team that had be 
Ronaldo was-on unused substitute for Portugal's 2- retiring from tho 

{owin over Marway in Osho. He then left camp after national team, 
Jesus said the star forward wauldn't start the game weds after 
against Denmark best Thursday. Portugal best the Argentinoa’s 
Danes 4-2 in Copenhagen. Ronaldo could possibly face loss'te Spain in 
a bersh punishment for leaving the training camp. The tha Word Cup 
faderation’s disciplinary requiations =vy that any player Final, prompt- 
who “abandons of fais to appear” without justification ed an out 
ot 2 traning session, match or activity of the national pouring af 
teams, “shall be saqchaned with a suspension of one to gratitude 

tix months,” in addition to = fine. a and gnefl- jj 

  

Thursday, October 6, 2026 

Spain stun 
Croatia as Kane 
leads England 

  

World champions Spain rocovered to beat 
Crostia 2:1 on Tuesday. with Mikal Merino 
scoring teica to extend their unbeaten run to 42 
matches and seals place in the Nations League 
quarterfinals on the final night of the fourth 
round of group-stage action. 

England eased ta a 3-0 victory. over: the 
Czoch Republic in tha other Longue 2 match, 
with captain Harry Kana scoring twica and 
setting up tha third on the night he equalled 
Pater Shilton's national appearance record with 
his 125th cop. 

Spain top the group owith 12 points, while 
England, who all but clinched a quarter-final 
spot, have nine, and Croatia aro on threm. The 

Crochs are still without 9 point 
Three days after Croatia wero trounced 7-0 

by visitors England, they ihrestaned a major 
Upset against Spain in Split when Ivan Perisic 
sent.a well-placed header into the bottorm-left 
cornar in the 17th minute to give them the lend. 

But substitute Menno equalised in the 61st 
to holp preserve his nation's undafeated straak 
stretching back to March 2024 when he found 
space in the middla of the box bafore firing o 
left+Eooted shot into the bottom corner: 

Croatia were reduced to 30 man when 
Porisic wes sent off for a second yellow card in 
the 7?th minute and Merino complated Spain's 
comeback 10° mmutes tater with another ieft- 
footed finish inte the commer of the mat. 

At Webley, Thomes Tuchel wee full of 
praise for his tearm after reaching 20 wins in tho 
fewest games of any England manager in tha 
nation's history, with 26, 

"| think wo played avery good match, very 
fluid and, to put it into context, it's the fourth 
match in 11 or 12 days and | think we dominated 
through the whole match,” Tuchel told IT 

“Wery focused, croated same good 
opportunities; got soma beautiful goals and, 
yeoh, subs were strong. So 9 very good 
performance again and » dosenwed win.’ 

The World Cup bronze medallist: wont 
shead after 27 minutes through no Vieademir 
Coufal own goal, with Keane providing the crass. 

Kane then marked his historic night with o 
pair of goals, striking just before the break whan 
Efiot Anderson taunched.a long ball to Morgan 
Rogers, whose first-time cross fom the right 
found the 33-year-old im the box for a clinical 
finish: 

Fane comploted his double mn the 57th when 
he rose to head Lewis Hall's corner home from 
the back post to bag his Fist gon! for England, 

“Itwas the perfect night for me personally 
and miso thea team," Kane said “It's baan a 

tough camp, «long camp, and it's been nice to 
finish it of at Wembley, « really proud evening 
for sure 

“You sew some fantastic football from 
England out there beckery." sEUTER 

Abrar loses No. 1 spot 

in P20] rankings 
Pakistan's Apr Abmed has lost the top spot inthe 

OC TSO! bowling rangings, with Afghanistan’ 
Khan recaimeng the No. © position. 

Reshed mowed beck to the top, white Murcer! i's 

Adem Zampe retained thin piece and England's Acid 
Rashid remained fourth. India’s Ishan Kishan ptained 
the No. 7 position sqong T20! boetters in the latest 
rankings. 

His compstiot Abhishek Shesma held on to 
saeond place, while Pakintan’s Sahibrada Fechan 

remoined: third. The Intest ranking: reflect the 
porfomnances of Pp = in racent TAX matches. 

Abeor’s drop trom the Se spol comes as 
Rashid returns to the summit of the T201 bowling 
rankings. Sehibzada. Farhan, meanwhile, 
continues to featuro among the leading T20I 
batters, holding thrd positem behind Ishan 
Kehan and Abhehek Shanna. 
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‘) Coco Gault lost to 2 player she had beaten in Against Martans, Gauff dropped her seve 
aul ii t all five of their previous matchups after receivi four times. 

  

what she descnbad a2 an “insane” eae Mertens: renched Aer first quarterfinal ot 2 

Tacst comments on sacial media following acon ‘WTA 1000 evant = the leval gust below the Grand 
a troversial point in the preceding round. Slams ~ in five years. 

b r rac 1 st Tha 19th-ranked Elise Mertens boat the She's an incredible. player, of course. | know 
ts fourth-ranked Gauff 4-3, 6-3 ta reach the Chine it was going to be n-wary tough match," Martens 

= Opan quarterfinals on Wednesclay. said. "But | had motivation. My coach'boytriend, 
In Monday's match against home plsyer Suns his birthday termorrow. So this win is dedicated 

‘ a] Sinan, Gault stopped = rally miter electronic to him ond all the work wa do." 
abuse. th ¢ i advertising oeret ming tha amit flickered chur. Mertens improved ta. 2-3 against top-10 

‘ ing a point late an the frst set: opponanis this year She alsa boat defending 
* Sun agpaared about to win the pointawhan champion Jasmine Poolini atthe Italian Ooan and 

| {' t Gaull stoppad playing. Tho chair umpire than 9 currant\No. 1 Elona Rybakinea.in the third round of 
{ Cc Ca 1 n ordered tha point to be roplayed. Wimbledon, where she reached the quarterfinal 

“Hey everyone, you can delike ma ‘or is. Eariior, Iga Senate broke lea Jovic's sorve 

eee agree about what happened ‘without being twice m the last four games to best the 18-year 
B roost," Gauff, who is Black, soid in areply on Xoald American d-1, 6-3. 
eal] | ne ‘The amount of racist commentsidms lve Swiatek, a six-time Grand Slam champeon wha 

racerwed in the Last few bours is insane. Lastly, fim has struggled at times this panr, will maxt play 
nats cheater or a thied." Mertens. aF  


