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PM fast-tracks

Alibaba-backed
Al projects

Prime 'Ministor Shefibaz. Shant on
Windnpsoay dinoctod relevant ministres to
comphete by “overmber af necessary
maasures lor projects being unacrtaken
with Alibabz 1o advanco  artificis
intelligenoe, digitatisation, asxparts
angd public service detivary.

H izsued the dircctives whels
chairing a. reviaw mestng on
reognoss in A, digitalsaton’ and 1)
codperatior  with Alibaba in
Pakistan’s SCONOMY ard
govemance sectors

Tha prime miniskor
zaid the effecthes e
of gt isation, Al

pragramima in collaboration with thie
COMpay.
He ako direcled the 08 ana Gas
Regulatony futherity FOOEA) o introduce
an anatylics. ysiom, in pertneship with
Alibsba, fo monitor 1the petroleum
progucis supply chein. The Export
Promotion Board was inztruciea b=
work wilh Alibeba fo .incroese

FE

I Faosian's caports,
@ Tha primes minister said =
| memorandum of understanding hsd
; been sigred wath Alioaba at its
headouartars: in1 Harngrhow
diring bes visit ta China,
sading  that & and

and modarn gigitalization ware
technodogy tauld central - to . national
improve traca, geveopmentd

auports, agrcultural T h c
productivity, sase of gavernment's
aoing buriress and § priorities
the quality of pupiic § included  fuly
services. bencfiting  from

Ha woicomed
Alibata's cooperslion i
facil itating the export of
Pakistani  agriculturs
commodities io Chinoss
markats and cafed for
the mademisation af
the agricahiusal sactar.
He . ako  endomsed

i siratogic
partnership with
& Alibaba, providng =mall
and mediLm-sizng
EniErproos acoess bo gotal
B markoks and -ooating new
i opporturiics LT
| techrnalagy-driven
deveiopment, he szid.

cofabaration on Tne  prime  ministes
agricufitural direcied that all projects
mubomation. ¥ under  the partnerchip

FM Shehipaz should be  implementea

direcied ta mplement

an early camcer oeoteclion wysbem with
Alibata's cooporation and cedared the
lsurch of an & training programme for 1T
graduates  under the  Minisiy | ol
Infometian Techrology's lgnite

with clear targess, timelines
ard effective monitong o ensure
tangible results. Mo asked the relewant
mrstrigs 1o submet 2 proges eport
afier campleting the requied messures
by Mosomber Mewes pix

Governor rule for
6 months, emergency
till peace

Minister says govt open to dialogue with opposition

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
Dr Tarig Fazal Chaudhry has said
gevemar's rule in Ehyber-fakhtunkhwa
IEP} weil end after =six manths, whie the
emergency will remain in place wrail
peaca is restored inthe prosince.

Spmaking in the Mationat Assembly
o ‘Wednesday, Chawdhry said tha
governmant aimed to restore
poace  within six months and
maintained that tha measures
ware necassary to address securty
threats rather than seize politica
POARAET,
He clarified  that
powarnor's rale had bean
imposed. acrozs KPP
under Arficle 234 of
the Constitution, while
the emergoncy had
been declared uneder
Article 232, He said 12
districts most alfected
try Lerrarism had baen
granted seorial status,
allowing police: and S

Mimister Mohsin Nagei presented saven
propesals conceming courderterronsm
cooparation, including cordamnation
of terrorism, alimination of terrorist
safe havens, implementation of the
Mational Action Flan and coaperation
with federal authoritios and  law
erforcement agencies,
He =zaid PTl representatives
had oxpressed willimgness to
cooperate but Jacked the
suthority  to hnalisa an
agreement.. The proposals wenz
subsequently sent to tha KF
lzndership, which suggested
charges. Chaudhry clamed
that Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi - mejected  successee
drafts, including a fowrth
warsion propared  at
around 2:30mm, leading
to the breakdown of

1

negotistions.
Chaudhry

szourity - agencies  Eo urged the  provincial
ok tederad assisiance lzadership b cooperate
directly ‘wrthout going with security nstautions,
thraugh tha chiat | ==ying vortal
mindsier's of governor's conde mnation of

sermirmm was irsufficient
without practical action
Ho alsa calied 2n
il | Afghen suthorties o

prevent - cross=oomler
irfitration and eliminste termorst. safe
hewors, claming Pawsian had exhausied
diclomatic ppticns shmough negatiations
in Coha and |stanbul.

The muinister rejecked allegaticons
that governor's rule was intended to
gain control over KF's  mineral
resources. He s=d the people of cach
province had the first right to their
natural wealth, bt developing thess
rescurcos 'wos. necessary o genorate
rewenue far healthcare. aducation and
athar pubiic senicas

zecrataniat.

Rejocting allegations
of political victimization,
Chavdhry said the
gowermmant was targeting
terrorists and those invalved in attacks
on civilians and seourity personnel, nod
any palitical party. Ho maintained that
tha administration was walling  to
engage the oppositon in dialogues 1o
tanld corsersus on national security,
countertarrorism  and  eoanomic
=zabil ity

The minisier alse defended the
powarnmant’s approach to nogotiations
with Pakistan Tehreck-o-Insaf (PTH,
recalling talks held on Cctober 2 under
Matioral Aszembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadig

docording to Chaudhry, Interior B Cortinued on Page 7

Pakistan rejects Taliban
Angoor Adda claim

Security forces crush ISKP network: 50 killed, over 100 held in 67 operations;
Nine terrorists killed in twin operations in Balochistan

The Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting on
Wednesday dismissed a
statement by
Afghanistan's defence
ministry regarding the
firing at Angoor Adda
border area, terming it a
"fabrication of lies".

filghian sacurty Soroes opaned
unprawcked fire an Fakistan Army
tarder posts and residential areas
in' the border area in Lower Soush
‘Wazristan on Tuesdsye The atkacw,
which “violsted bosder rotocals,
claimed the life of ona local and
injured five, whis proioking & swift
respores from sacurity foroes.

Subsequantly, ‘the  Afghan
dafgnce ministry  claimed that
Fakizzare  military *  persornel
"without any prosocation  or
jstfication” launched dmopes
txgeting the Argoar fdds bazses
and the commissicrers office’in
Faktiks provines. it clemed thet
Ajghen forces * launched
retal iabory strikes sgairst a nearby
Fakiziari military  base . and
outposts®, alleging that Fakistan
was o aggnesson.

Ir reporse, the minisiny's fact-
thecking account on X ==id: “[The|
Alghan Taiiban regimo's fatoct
fabrication af iies on fingoor ddda

border incident again confimms
sheir decoitful character.
"Fact of the matier is that thair

cowarndly forcos intiatea
unpravoked  fine and  maortar
chelling 'on uramod ciil isnz on
|#he| Pakistani sida,* the THnisiry
e, adding that the actions wane
fofiawing the ‘patiem  ard
instructions af the'r prosy masters
Irecin™,

Fakstan's secunity foroes gave
an immediste and  effective
resporee, the minstny =i, adding
that they inflicked heawy cazusitics
2z well as materal lozses an the
Afghan  sido, including the

destruction of zoven posis:

"Such ligz of {the] Taiiban
mgmes  so-called official
spakaspersons carmy ne value and
are part of a lisny of febricased
staries that shey keop on %2lling,
mostly o e own peopss
sutfaring under theer imposed and
nonerepresantative ‘regime,” the
miniztry sai.

Arcording to officials, the
firing oviginated  from  pasts
ocated irside Afghan tendtory and
targoted Pakistani bordar posts
with small ard hesvy weapons.

Sources said that Pakiztani
formes lsunched an immediate and

effeclive  retatisbory | action,
ergagng multiple Afghen Tatiban
ceardicr pasts, morar positions and
defersive bunkers with small and
neavy arma, ncluding atitery: The
“imtonse and Acouraic. resporss”
forced the Afghan Talican to
sterdan theer posts ard tee

Thie border at Argoor Adds is
one of tha most important and
sersilive oomings along the Pak-
Sighan boeder, serving as & key
trade roude ard one of the main
points of public  mowemens
cotween e two couniries

B Continved an Page 7

Justice Kayani quits,

cites

execu

tive control

The 26&th and 27th Amendments have affected the independence and institutional
integrity of the high courts, Justice Kayani observed in his resignation

Lahore High Court's
(LHC) Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani resigned
on Wednesday, citing
personal reasons,
including health
concerns following a
recent surgery, and
'reasons of conscience’.

In Fes resignation letter o the
prosident  of Pakistan, Jiustice
KCayare said it had iboor 8 privilege
far him o sere - at the |stamabed
High Court (FHC) and LHC.

" These years of |udicel sanice
remsin among e mos
maeaninghul end Auttilling of my e,
During my terure, | hewe depased
ol mare than 23,000 cases of
waTioUs cabagories, ardoascuning
ahways bo uphobkd the Tonstitutian,
safeguard fundsmertal rghis, ara
adminiser justioe without fear o
fawour” he continued.

Howsswer, he aoded - "in my
rorsidered  wiow, the changes
mtroduced through the 252k and
2th Comtiutional Amernomentz
nawe compromisad the
indepandenca  and  irstitutional
inbagrity of the-high couns”,

I hawo witnezsed  what |
negand as the exocubye's growing
controd ower -judicial | instifutions,
zxbarding to the appoiniment ana
transfer.  of  judges.  Such
interference hes, in My AsmsEman,
sericisly emded public confidence
in judicisl indeperdenoa and the

faimess of the judidal process:”
dusfive Kayani stated that of
particular concemn was  tha
I:iig'n of the ordinary
itigant, “who = the o~
gor nect P a |
stakeholder in tha
justice systom, yot

whase:  sufferng
comiinues Lo 4 m
docpen”. Y

The needs of
hose sxaking justice
hsd too often beon
rexglected, while othor '
acbors hesd become the
"beneticarios of a spstam
ipipTeded to SOnvE
them", ez
eaid.

5

n
thase

CIMCUMISLANODS, My COMs0an o does
rat pemit me fo contimue an the
banch: Thiz iz & cainfol decs=ian,
but it setiects my conviction -that
judicial  affice . must remain
insgparabie from independence,
fidel ity 10 the Corstiution, and the
pratection of human digriy.

*| thershare, corsidar that the
frme has come tor me-to lay down
rmy mbes and . retem to legal
practios, through which | imend to
continbe. sarving the poople;
protecting. thess rghis, and

pomoting egal swanness,” b
sadod.
The judge ended hiz letber
eApressng gralitude ta "y

-.1 iachers, follow judges and

famify mombers for their
gudance  ard  stoadfast

moport, ncheding during
b hiz daliberations that lad
to this deczon”

His  resignation has
came years before the
daie of his metinement - Fab
13, 2032

Ha ails  from

|damatad and was
serving At the
I H C

bedore his tramfer to e LHE
April. He was as=igned to  the
IHC's princips’ seai in-Labom:

Cospite bring & senioe judoe
af the LHC, he was not essigred 1o
army division bench,

Justice - Kayani = previously
sanved &5 the senior puisne judge
af the HC and was sxpocting to oo
olevated to the post of the: high
ourt's chiaf justice. Howesar, tha
transfer of mcumbant IHC Chigd
Justice Sandar Muhammad Sadrae
Coger fom the LHC, along with

two other judges from the Sindh
and Ealochistan  high courts;
prompted hime b challerge -the
interhigh court tramsfers,

The Supeeme Caourt’s
mnstriutional bench upheld the
transfers to the IHE, ndiuding thas
ot “Justice Dogar. The deciion,
nowests, iggened & bensdier iegal
oatthe.

Justice Kaymni and cther senior
IHC  judges approached the
Supreme Couwrt to challarge the
agministrative powers exocioed Dy
Chiet Justice Dogar. They afleged
that the office had bosn fumed
inio ‘& “mopacracy”  and bnaz
judges could be cxchuded rem the
rostor at wiil

Folbowing his. awn trensfer ta
the LHC, Justice Kayani lost his
sonionity and was placed 10th on
tha high court’s semicnty list

His resgnation came days afes
ne reumed. bo the bwin cities b
presde owee 8 single benich &l the
Exwalpindi- registry - sofowing -a
reshuftle at the high court

Thie now duty roster assigned
i oy to-a dngle bench at the
Eswalpindi regisiry despite his
orevigls | position a5 the |HC's
SENAOr puisne judge.

Klustice Kayani wes alm one of
tha =ik |HC. wudges ‘wha hHad
accused the counby's intelligence
spparabss of nterdemence in judical
affairs, “including atlompis 1o
pressune judges through sbductsn
and ioriue of Sier reltives ang
seoret surveillance inside  their
normes i a stzrtling letter to the
Supreme Judicial Councs {5JCH
members in March 2024, wBWE pEsk
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Govt moves to

ease business

rules. attract
investment

dichaser 1o tha Prnme Mmister on indusiries and
Fraduction Hargan Akhtar Bhan, along with Sind h mim-
isters TaeulHassan Langar and Jam Khan Shoro, and
Spocial Assistant io the Sindh Chiet Ministar on
imvastment and Public-Private Partrership Frojects
Cersim: Mawesd Camar, on Wednasday annourcad in-
tortreas to improve the ease of doing busiress and
attract ireestrment.

Harcon zaid the tederal and provincs governments
had bean warking togethar for the past year and & half
to remave buresucratic hordles and make Pokistan
more mvestore-friend by, Following a1 moetng with tha
Sindh governmeont, the federal teom plars to wisit
Ealochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa o advance tha
joint reform agenda

“Buzinesses will no langar have to face buresucrat-
ic hurdles by runring from doar 1o door,” he said,
adding that axisting kzas were being reviewed to facil-
itate imvestmant and econamic actriky

The advisar said amendmants had been mada to
the Companias Act, while regulations goverming restau-
rants, pharmacies and factories had ako been revicad.
Under the proposed changas, licencas would be issued
within waeks. He addad that the gowarnment was work-
ing to address the business community's cancerns over
instiutional harassment and regulatory uncartaindy.

Sind h Minister Jam ¥han Shoro sad 5 coordination
commitice formed by the prima minister bad meat in
Sindh o discuss business-refated dfficultias. He said
legistation aimed at ensuring the timely msuance of no-
otjection certificates |MOCs) had boen sent to thao
Sindh cabinat

Harcon stressad that myestors noeded secunty and
confidenca to bring capital inta Pakistan, adding that
gwen people with legitmate, declared wealth had pre-
wiously bean rehuctant ko invest. He said imstiutional
roforms, incliding amendments to the Mational
Accountability Buresu baw, were intended to presant
haraszment while maintaining sccountabil ity.

Cin invesiment and industrial davelapment, Haroon
announced that & 409 acros of Paostan Steel Mills fand
had been comesrted into o Speceal Economic Zoma
ISEZ). Investors would be offerad land on remewsble
30-pear leases without advance payment, provided
industries established thare exported ot foast 50 per
cant of their production. He acknowdedged the Sindh
governmant’s coogeration in establ ishing the zone

The adviser also owtlined irfrastructura plans
nimad at improving connectivity between Karachi,
the country's ports and other provinces. Ha said a
ring road was being constructed to provida direct
accass to Karachi and the ports, while cantracts far
the remaining sections of the Swkkur and Khairpur
projects were nearing completion. Wark was alsa
planned on the Sukkbur-Hyderabad Motorway, which
would connect with the port network,

Highlighting high freight costs, Haroon said rail
transpart could move goods at nearly half tha cost
of road transpori. Freight train operotions had
begun, and the govermment was working to expand
their number and capacity. He zaid the propaose
ML-1 railway line would help reduce freight costs
further, adding that negotiztions with donar banks
and financial imstitutions for fmancing the project
were under way, Haroon =zaid’ Karachi remained
Fakistan's sconemic hub and that tha government
was committed to deweloping it into & leading
financial centre. He also =aid the country had
achigved stability and thot relations between tha
coalition |eadership and the establishment were
harmaonious. HEWS DESE

Minister Dharejo
orders swill
action on public
complaints

Prowircial Mineter 1oe Industnes ard Commerma Jam
Ikramuilah Dharojo spent & busy day at his office at ‘the
Sind b Secretadat, where ko hald meotings with vanous
deilegations and listoned to their iszues and concams.

Cm-the ococasion, the prowincial minister issusd
timely directives fto the melovant officisls for the

prompt and eHectve resolution of pub-
lic griewances and instracied them
to ensure the neocossary measusos
were iz@en. Ho alse assuned the
visiting defogations of hiz full
cooperaton in orosolving  their
problems
ol | Jem [kramulleh Dhareio meaf-

N hemied the Sindh govemment’s comv
mitment to agdressing publ ic . gro-
ances, msowing difficultes faced oy
cilizens, and ensuring the effoc
twe dolvery of gowemment
services. He emphasiea
it the trmety rodnescal
of public, coemplaing
and the resclution of

Public service.
democracy PPP’s top

priorities: Memon

Sind h Senior Minister
and Provincial Minister
for Information,
Transport and Mass
Transit, Sharjee! Inam
Memon, has said that
the focus of Pakistan
F'En:|p|EE Farty's pol itics
15 public service and
the supremacy of
democracy and the
Constitution.

The paople want solutions
to izzusz =uch 8z inflation,
emplioyment and basic fecilis
ties, while the Sindh govern-
ment is continsously striving ko
provide basic facilities and
employment to the peopls

In a skatarment, he said thak the
astablishment of industrial zones
and othar measures in tha province
ore providing  new n-rr'rpﬁ'_-,'mcnt
opportunitias to tha people. The
Sindh govarnment is making efforts

to bring mternatonal imvestors for-
ward for imeestment in industrsl
zones. W Sindh  progresses,

Pakizian's oconomy will alsa
bocome strorger.
Mirman zaid that all
poiitical parties would
have to demprstrate
saricusnoss, like tho
Pakistan Pooples
Farty, to face the%
challenges oon-
ranting the country.
Folitical parties should
focus thair attention om
public relicf and
praciical

measures inztead of rhatoric
Ha said that Shohaed BB had
dodicated her lile b0 demoonoy,
pulclic rights and 8 strong federa-
tion. The Fakistan Peoples
Party romains committod o
her princplas. The Simdh
government = warking o
provide botter transport
facilitias, development
projocts and basic servic-
ez to tha people. Curpris
arity is o take such maas-
uras whosa banefets redch
the ganaral public
NERS DB

Hashmi. UAE delegation
discuss port investment

Sindh Governor Syed Nehal Hashmi
met a high-level delegation from the
United Arab Emirates’ Abu Dhabi
Ports Group to discuss ways to
further strengthen trade and

economic cooperation between -

Pakistan and the UAE,

During the maeting, the two sides explomad
mvestment opportunities in the blus aconomy, mar-
itima trade, port dawelopment, logistics and supply
chain sactors im Sindh. They ako decussad awonuas
for expanding mutual cooperation in maritima come
marce and port-relatad industries.

Governor Hashmi emphazsized that promoting
the blue econormy was vital for Pakistan’s economic
grawth and for oreating navw mvestment opportuni-
tims in the martime seoctor. 'Ha underscorad the
impartance of joint initiatives  to  further
strengthen the longstanding friendly rela
tians and trada ties between Pakistan and

the United Arab Emirates.

The Abu DChabi
expressed intorest in enhancing cooperation with
Fakiztan in logistics, maritimme trade, port develop
mant and imvestmant.

The meotin
stronger bilater,
mctreities, attract investment and create new oppor-

Forts Group dalegation

highlighted the potentinl for
o} i

laboration ko expand trade

tunitias for sustainabla econamic
growth.

The delegaton mduded
Talman Sohail ¥Yasin, CEO.
Etihad Cargo G54 Fakstan;
&mir Munir, CEDQ, CEl Global
logstics Pakistan; Thorstan
Fook, Managing Diractor,

Midd e Ezst indiamn
Cubcontinant and | CIS,
Moatum Logistics; Shakeel

Qurashi, Executive Drector,
‘Worldwide Group:  and
othors. REAS GESE

Experts call for innovation-based
school learning

Educztion ztakeholders have
calied for & dedicaied budget and &
formal pal icy on Soence; Technology,
Enpgineering, Arts- and Mathermnatics
STEAM| soucaticn in Sindh to mowe
peyond anrual sdenco fesiiva’s and
integraie: practica:, innowation-based
ieerning inlo- marsteem chooding.

The cal waz mads at & STEAM
Poiicy [halogue onganmed by Eho
Schoal Education. ard  Liaracy
(5, fment (SEELD), through s
R-::E:rr' Suppart Uniet (RSUE in colleb
oration - with the Thar Edwston

Afiance (TEAL The disogde aimex
1o oxarning how STEAM sctivities, ini
tisted I 2017, onild bo trarsisted
irto sustaired  cly=moom marming,

inGtitutional  suppart - @nd | weder
ooporurtics for studants.

The disoguiz brought sogether
pducatior offciak, students, beach
oS, Eaperts represantatives. af
science ceganisations o -dEouss gape
in scnoc| facilities, fsacher cepaciy,
curriculum integration and collabora-
tion ootween sducational institutions,
gowermmant and incustry

Paricipanis sinessed that science
festivals alane were not encugh i

bidld & lstng cultue of scientilic
irquing Thay called for dodicated
funding, & provincal STEAM policy
ara a coomdinabed scianoz emsystam
that” would enable simoenis to
engage in practcal leaming through:
out the acadomic yoar They abo
crmphasised the need (o prowida sty
derts with exposune and opportuni-
ties’ &t distnct, regionsl, provinciad,
riational ard irdernatione’ bveks.
Teeachers highlighted the shoet-
age ol iadlities and mosoumes need
od {0 conduct acience-neated act i

ties -in schoolz, while shidenats and
experts shared thesr perspoctives oni
making STEAM kaming mowe acoes-
siole, .molevant snd - engaging.
Representatives of ccionoe ‘omanisa-
tioms ako discussad the mpartaree
of stranger mstitutional cobaboration
0 support innovation and expesimon-
tation

Secrotary  Eoucation: Zshio Al
dibas eaid the public-priveta. pa.
rership  model was effectve in
expanding educatianal oppartunitics
and Rmighisghted the pivotal nole
played by childen fnen-Sind b ot the
Izlamabad “Sciarco  Festwal He

=mured participants of the depart-
ment’s suppart for STEAM inilisties
and weloomed suggestions from
staeencloers o mtrengthan scenoe
oducation.

The soomtary also said 8,500 =o-
onca beachars would bo reonied and
depioyed in schook, He smphasssd
the reed o [ink the curricuium with
mainsineam cducation and naustry
requirements ta botter prepam o
dents far fulure ocpportunitios:

Chiel Executive Officar of TEM
Fartiab - Ehivari, Chial Marager
Programmes of BSU kiraid Samoon;
UNICEF  rmepresentative  Abcor
Manbool and Farhad Jamal and oth-
oz mst shared  their views on
strengthening STEAM oducstion and
promating cobfaboration ameng edu-
cadion stakenokders

Tha gisoguz highlightea the
need Eoo transate the experienoo
gained thiough science festivals into
a longr e fremowork  badied by
policy budgetary alloations, trained
teachers and schooklevel resources,
enabling students acoss Sindh 1o
develon tcigntific thnking, coazidty
=nd protdemrsoiving skila

Stugents from- Sindh who hed
partiipaied in tha [samabad Scence
Festival alco showcased their scenoe
modeals ‘at the dislogue. Experiz
sppredated theic work, highiighting
the studenks” creativity, scientic
thnking and potential ta desclop
mncwat b olutions thraugh oractcal
maTing

In “ponclusion, & comemony wes
a=n heid to oEtibute Gauth Al ob-
soriptionz among the students and
taachem who particpated in the
slsmabad Scierce Festual. Socretary
Ediscation Zahid AlT Abbss and
Campaignistan CEC Farmad Jarmal
presented throe-year Gauthy &) oube
soriptonz 10 the festivals winnems,
while  participating stuoents  and
teachers received annual subscrip-
tors to support thedr learning;
reseanch and expioration: ol scenoe
=nd tochinoiogy. NEAS BESC

!'hursd'a_'.-. Detaber 29, 20246
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Sindhi language
must adapt to
digital era

An online discussion was organized by the
Sind hi language autharity under the tithe of "Digital
era children and Sind hi lenguage”, in which eminant
personal ities expressed their wiews.

Epeaking in this discussion, tha famous broad-
caster Maseer Mirza said that the Sind hi child s
entoring into a new digital era, in different eras,
rhymed and prose matsrials were added to tha
curriculum for the interast of children, which ware
then presented on radio and television with clec
tronic resources to attract the child, the language
authority presereed children's aducational songs
through audia wideg CC, but now the world has
daveloped even further, mobile applicaticns on
baooks and children's songs and It hos becoma
necassary to digitiza the interest of children
through animation

Masoar Mirza further ssid that the curricuium
that children read is now prosented in the farm of
graphics and musical instruments in o tha discus-
sion Writer and journslist Ghulam Mustafa
Solangi's book “Digital Croor Ja Drigetal Child ™,
which he termed as o guide book for the society,
parants and teachers, in which the adwantages
and potential disadvantages of the digital world
are also told,

Renownod computing expert Professor Dr.
fAzhar Ali Shah zaid, *The warld has now becoma
a villaga, anthropologisis hawe given differant
names to generations of different ages, today's
yauth are celled Generation Z.

Ha said that screen tme has bean sat accord-
ing to age in different countries and thair laws
hawa baem mada, but we do not have any such
rulas, so the eyes stay on the screen all the tme,
which has a nogative sffect.

Ha fturther soid thet children who uze mobila
phones the matersal is helpful but some material can
aglso be gangerous, the government, parcnts. and
teachers should keep an eye on them to keap the
children safe. Renowned educationist and writer Dr.
Farvaan Musa Meamon said, “Talking about this topic
in' the digital era & an important need of tha time.
Ghulam 3ustafa Solangi has informed abowt tha
advantagas and disadvantages of children living in
the digital @ra in his book

He said that today a child = given a mabkila
phone to kaop him quiet, as a result of which tha
child staps talking, the mathar's ear abo becormes
daaf, and away fram the language, which is harm-
ful for the mental developrment of any child.
Parants should read this book. The author of tha
book Ghulam Mustafa Solangi said.. "in the digital
age, this kind of discussion on the digital child will
give a pasitive message to the socicky

In the current modarn ore, things hava pro-
grassed a ot Today, children who use mabile
phones & lok can ba taught about the adventages
and disadwvantages of digital through interesting
and informative content through anline classas.

They can alsa attract the child to the book.

He said that the era hes changed a lot.
Teachers zhould keep an aya on the children’s
actiwitics, espacially the parenis should stay close
ko the chitdren.

Ha alzo zaid that | have tried to write sbout
cyber threats in tha book, but according to the
current raguiramants, & soparate organization
should be esteblshad for the children and the
parents shoduld be jnformed about the cyber
threats. MEws bESE

Over 500
dolphins
spotted off
Gwadar coast

More than 500 daolphins were spottad loaping
through the water near a boat during a fishing cxpa-
dition off Gwader, offering a spectaculer glimpse of
rmarine | o in Pakistan's Arabian Soa waters

The large pod hes coptured pubdic attantion
and is being wviewed as a posiive sign for
Gwader's manine enwironment, highlighting tha
impartance of conserving the country’s coastal
biodnmrsity.

Tha dolphins wera seen moving and laaping
near & boat during fishing activitias in the wators
off Gwadar, a coastal city in Balochistan. Their
striking dizplay has brought renewed attantion to
the marine life found along Pakistans coastline,

The spocies identified
in the report iz scen-

tifically.  known as
Turziops aduncus. Commanby known
as the Indo-Pacific bottencse dolphin,
it &= found in coastal waters across parts
of the indian and western PaciHfic ccoans.
The presance of such a large group has
been descnibed as o positive development
for Gwadar’s marine anvironmant and a
raminder of the biodrwersity supported by the
Arabian Soa.

Pakistan's coastal weaters are home to 26
species of cetaceans, a group that mcludes dal-
phins and whales. These waters also support tur-
tlas and other forms of manne |ife, making the
Balochistan coesstline an important part of the
oountry’s natural heritage. Cholphins and other
marina animals play important roles in marine
ooosystems. Protecting those spedes helps pre-
serve biodiversity and maintain the ecological
balance of coastal waters.

The sighting off Cwadar has further highlight-
egd tha richness of the region’s marine anviron-
mant and the need to safeguard it against threats
to maring |ifa. me
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Federal Minister for Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan kgbal on Wednesday
saicl Pakistan's poverty reduction
momerntum had suffered a serious
sethack after 2018, with the poverty rate
rising to 28.9 per cent in 2024-25 from
21.9 per cent in 2018-19, amid pol itical
instabil ity, economic crises, policy
discontinuity and cl imate disasters.

Addressing =n eovent titled “Pathways to =
Poverty-Free Fakistan. Advancing Multidimensional
Foverty Measurement tor Ewvidence-Basad Policy
and fctian,” the mimsier called for evidence-based
policies, targeted puoblic  investment  and
sustainable powerty raduction

Amang others; the avent was-attended by Osford
Fewerty and Human Deselopment |nitiative COFPHI
Chrector Professar Sabina Alkira, govermmant afficials,
development partners, researchers and academics,

Poverty rate climbs to
28.9% as Pakistan loses

earlier gains: Ahsan

fhsan igbal said monetary poverty fell from 285
par cerk i 201314 te 243 par cent n 201514

diring the PML-MN governmant™s 2013-18 tonurs,
when economic  growth, dewelopment
investment, and human development
remained key priorties under Vision 2025,
Heowaver, peditical uncertainty, inbarmiptod
developmant policies, the COWID-19
pandamic, devasiating floods and zevers
mAcreRconamic pressures, including the
throat of financinl defaubt in 3022, had
undermined oarl ier gams, he said, siressing
that political stability, sustainad sconomic
gravith and policy continuity were essential
to reversing tha trend.

Highlighting consiraints o
develapment financing, the minister said the
Fﬂduur Public  Sector  Development
Programens (PS0F) stood at Rs1.001 Billion
m 201718, egurvalent ta 198 por cert of
the lodaral get and 2.5 par cent of GOF
The aflocation Fvur 2036-27 remaired arcund
fist trdfion in nominal terms, despita popalaton groedh,
rizing prices and expanding developmant needs.

Had the 2017-18 shara of the federal budget been
maintaired, the dovelopment programmea would now
auceed Rs3 trillion, he =aid, waming that limitad public
mvestmant was aﬁ-a:l:ing education, healthcare, water
security, infrastructure, skills  development  and
SCONOMAC opportunities, p-:rh'l:l.iarlr in duad".ranbagr:d
regeons. The mirister ako called for completing the
gevolulicn process under the 1Bth Constitutional
Amendment, noting that prowinces recanved 57.5 per
cant of the federal drisible pool under the Tth Maticnal
Finunl:n Commission Award ond  held imary

reibility for education, healthcare and sccial
welfsras. Howaver, theo axpandad fizcal space had
nat :Dnsi:tnnl.‘l:.l translated into the required
rmprovemants in essential public services.

He stressed that Article: 1404 must  bo
implemented maannghully by transfeming political,
adminiztrative and financial sutharity 1o elected local
gavernments, suppartad by functional  Prowvirecial
Finance Commassions and transparerd, needs-based
resource allocations. Recalling Pakistan's collabaration
with Duford, Frofesses igbal =sid the cowntry launched
its first Mationial Multidimensional Foverty Index (MPI)
in 2014 i partnership with OFHI and the United

[atiars D«uunlupmznl Frogramme [UMDF|. The ndex
agzessad aver| ng deprvatians in aducation, health
and | ivirg =% Tﬂds bayond manetary paverty

The BPFI holped identify Pabistan's 20 poorest
districts, including 11 in Balochistan, hwa in Sindh,
thren in Khyber Pakhturdhwa and ona in Punjab,
proweding a basis for targetad development intiatives
under the federal PSOP. Building on that exparience,
the government plams to develop the Mational BFI
20Z7 in collaboration with OFHE the Pakistan Bursau
of St=tm=tics (FES) and development partners, using
data from the ongoing Fakistan Sccial and Living
Sandards Maasurement Survey 2025-27,

The updated msessment wauld examine amerging
challenges, ncludng cdimate wilnerability, insecurity,
youth dgnpn'aal.l-an gender inequality, digital axclesion,
carly childhood developmient, nugntion, stunting and
migration. The minister emphassed that. new
indicators and thamatic studies must be backed by
reliable data and sound methadalogy

He =id the proposed collaboration would ako
explore multidmensional poverty anohysis ot Mational
and Frovncial Assembly constituency lewek, drawing on
the 2023 Population and Housing Census, Sudh evidenca
coud help elected  representatives identify focal
dewclopmert gaps, strengthen public accountshility
and build corsensus on sodal mvestment. Ahsan Igbal
called on the F|ar'ning- Commiszaon, PBES, Banerir lcoma
Support Programma  [BI5F), Pakistan Instiute of
Dewelopment Economics {FIDE), provincial planning
departmants, academia and development partnars to
integrate povarty evidence into davelopment planning,
PSOP pricrtisation, sacial protectian and montcnng of
dewalopmant. owtcomes. The proposed partrership
would ako examine the relationzhg bebwoen monetany
end multidmensional poverty, strengthen institutional
capacity and improve tha sa of paverty datain resourca
ellecation and social protection targeting.

He: =aid Pakistan's paverty r:;Ertil:-n agenda under
URAAN Pakistan must combine  macroeconomic
stability with sustaimed investment i human
dewalepment, stronger institutionnl accountability and
cqual cppartunities for citizens. The success of
dewalopmant policy, he added, sheuld be messured
rot merely thraugh public expendidure or completed

rojects, but by tangible improvements in aducation,
Erl:glth and |welihoods and by families' ability to
escape multidimensional poverty. Kews pess

Lahore again
ranks world’s
most polluted city

Lahome was ranked the worid's meat polluted majer
oty on Wadnesdry moming &8 smag thickened ouar the
city with tha anset of coldar weather.

In the past - fow yeams, air pollution has become one of
the most presing publ ic heash and ervilonmentad crices
facig Pakistan. Vaniows cibes of the country, most notably
Lahore, deal with =mog, especialy in the winter moniths. The

phonomenon B attibuted mainly o indusinal omisions,
vehicular pollution, zhubbls buming and sk movernent.
A-::urdﬁg to the fwe Bir qual ity raniding ol mhed by Swiss
air-gual ity monitoing platform Klgir, Lahore reconded an
Air Cuality indiew [ACK) of 794 =1 10am an Oickober 75, plac:
ngrla'ﬁelq:-:rﬂ'elrta'ﬂ'rz'.'ﬂ'h maor dbes. Caim
raroed second with an W00 af 287, 'alhwad by Dislhiak 272,
Tashierit stood fourth with an ACH of 184, whils Karachi
raried &th at 173, acconding to the ranking.

The madings placed Lahom' and Cair inthe “very
unhzalthy’-categtey undar the US &0 scae, whike Del RS
air guality was aso in the =ame categary. An AL ading
of 294 irdicates a high level of air pollition that can pose
healsh risks, perticudarty for chidren, older peaple and
those with recpiratony or heart condibions. me

Ulema reaffirm fatwa
against terrorism

& jont mesting of migwus schalam, spirtsal lbagars
and mpresentatives of dfterent hiths, omgenised by the
Mationa! Fagham-eAman Commitiee, and the Provindal
Paigham-s-fiman Committes, Balochistan, was held a2
Jamia Salafia Dawat-ul-Hag urder the chainmanship ol
Haifiz Mursmmasd Tahir Mehmaood Sskrafi, Chaiman ol
the Faistan Wema Council ard’ Coondinator of the
Mations® Faigham-e-Aman Committoa.

Mavtara &1 Mahammad Abu Turab, D Asit Blir, Wuft
Yousal Kashmiri, Maulana Syed Samaslah fgha, Maulana
Cazim Haggani; Allama  Mesressh  Hussaini, Pt
Muhemmad Jan Casmi. Mawans Herbulish LU=mani,
Maulsns Samiullal  Bwan, Maulsna Abdul Rabman,
Maulana Abdullsh Heqq.:ni. Mutti Umar Faroog, Maulana
dbdur Rehman Salafi, Pasior Simon Bashir. Sardar Jastr
Sirgh ard other moligious scholss, spint ual loaders ard
representatiwes of different faiths atterded the meeting

In a unanimown declaratian, shey reaffimmed the oo
ool Sxtwa against suicide attacks, iemorism, eadnemizm

ard the wling of inrocont people, while fully endorsing
'.I'n national namrative of Paigham-o-Pakstan

The: ded arabion staded that suicide atacks are jorbid
don in islam, tha kdlirg of innooent peopls is imparmiz=-
ble, and torceism & contrany to the fundamental teachings
af klam and all roligions. No individusl, group or arger
sation has the right o sngege i bloodshed, camy owt
armed actons agains: the ztato ar t=ke the law nta its own
hanos in the neme of religion, sect or any idool ooy,

Strondly condamining the wse of innocent women, chi-
drzn, young people and students for termorsm and suicide
zatacks, the dedaraton stated that sudh acis & el igous:
by fortedden, moraly eprehersitle and sefous cimes
againzt humanity H edded that:those wha misiced tha
younger generstion and fum them nto fuel o lerorizm
ere enemice of human |ife and Pakisten's future:

The dadamation expressed bl suppodt for the afforts
of the Pakistan frmy and national socurity iretriutions
against Fitna a-Khawarj and Fitna akHindustan. It stated
that the entire nation stood alongsicde the Pakistan Army in
eiimnatng teroism and sxleguanding nabonal security

and stability Frotecting Pamstan’s socury, stacd ity ang
the [wes and property of it peopic was doscrbed as 2
shared ristional resporaibil ity

The declarstion smpnasised that peace in Bsochistsn
i essental for susininable pesce n Pamstan and that
n'uhl':"lir'g peace and stabil ity in the peowince: remainz a
top prionfty. Raligious schalars, spintual leaders and reprs-
sorrtstives of d¥ferent faiths stand united agmirst tarmes
m, axtemem and meclarian valence. Mo one can Do
allowed to undermine poaco in Pakistan, particulady in
Balochisian, undar the ‘guise of meligiar or soct

They pledged to contiroe jort effors o pomabe
intersactarian and intarfaith harmany, mligicus tolerznoe,
rational unity and peace in Balochistan. They abko
cspressed thair cammetment to addressing i sues faced by
masgues and et igicus seminanes and stengthening ooop-
eration with the govemnmentand redevend institutonz

Tha oaclsmation stated that meligiows scholars, faith
leadars; soachers ard prominans sacial figunes wauld wark
togather to pratact the younger genersbon tram extneme
ist ideologies, hele popagends and the influence of 1es-
morist angansations. Mosgues, rel igious seminaries, couca-
tianal institutiors and neligious and socis! cenbes would
be usad to spread the massages of peace, tolarance, ursy
and ratiors® cohesan. Religicus soholas and leadems of
diffeseri faiths jointly apcested ta yourg people and et
dons rat o fall prey to the mideading sdlogars, faiss
promises and meogatve propsganda of termanst anog
patremmist slments, and niot to allaw themsstees 1o ba
explaited by such gmoups under any cinumstances.

During the meeting, & unanimous esciution paid Srb-
vp 3o Fiold Marshal Syed fcm Munir for his = and
mvices towards unity n the Mualim owarke, Muslim
Limmah oohesion, regional stebil ity and glcbal peace:

The rezolution sisted that his diplomatic cfforis 1o
promote peacs ard nogotalions tetween the  United
Esmizs ard Iran, improwe refations bobweon Sauo Onabis
ard I=n, and faclitsie high-level talis among Saudi
frabis, Pakiztan, Turkiye and Iran in Tehran on Octooer 26
waare commiencable, NEWE DEK

TB deaths lower than estimated figures,
early diagnosis improving: NA told

Pad iammentary Seerelary for Mational
Hoalth  Sooeices, fpgulation and
Coordination  Melsan - Amcem . an
Wedresday  informed  the  Natonal
fzsembly ihat the government  was
strengthening bubesculoss {TH) disgnosis
=nd trestment serices acnoss e countny.

Racponding to & Calling  Attenticn
Motice regarding #he rising number of TE
casas and &0 eshmated 140 desths por
oy, e said the figure was based on World
Heatth Crgansaton (WHD estimases for
counfrics with similar population  and
imcama deve's and did not necemsanly rep-
resenit deaths dirocty atinbutabls o TE.

Ho said auailsble dats suggested that
the mimber of doath= dirctly. associated
with the discass wes consicorsly lowsr:

Ha zaded that the gowernmen: was
worong 1o fturther reduce THerelated
deaths . through early diagnasis and
timaly treatmant

The parl ismentary secretary sad the
oavamment was providing free breatment

in regsioned pationts and had sxoandea
diagnostc services to facii®ata tha early
derificatian of cases.

Teamns wene also wisiting households to
test people and bring patients irto. the
ireatment neswaork.

He zaid putdic hosgalals, bazic health
unitz- (BHLs], private clinics and aothes
haalthcars falities wane warking together
1o improve access bo disgnoss and iroat-
ment, paticuiarty in unoemsenved ances.

Fespanaing 10 2 suppiementary ques-
tion, Melsan Aspem said the numbes of
wporied cases apresed to be inceasng
party becaipe mom patianis wone now
being dizagnosed through anpanded tost
ng. Previously, many pationt  hag
emaned  undelocted and fad  not
received timely troatrment, be added.

He == inte metional axstance, indug-

ng funding from the Global Fund, wes sup-
parting disoace-canzral effors theough s
miovant gowvernmant mechanism. The pro-
grammeo elsa provided rubhitansl assis-

tanca of Re10,000 1o Rs12 000 {0 patients
with drug=resstant T8, he adood

The pardiznentay socwtary zaid TH
waz mone prevalent in ural aness beceause
ot paverty ard-poar Fygienic conaitiane

He sadl diagnostic and teatment facik
itizs had boen extendad io 1he 3HU lovel
and wone -alto awailatie at tedeml gover
miant hogpitak 1o enable sarlior oetocton
ard prompt troatment

He maffmed the gavemment's cam:
mitment %0 momowing T8 caontrol through
expanded teslirg, froe deatment and bet-
ter access b hoaltthcene sondces app

MA exlends OERA Amendment
Ordinance far 120 days: The Mataral
S3sembly adopted & resclution to catend
tho' Oi and Gas Requisiory buthoridy
[Amerdment) Ordinarcs, 3026 W af E'C-E-l.
'Era'Jrlhrrn:lrn-:l 120 dayzwia 1k offe
from Crtabar ZE, 2024,

The meoletion stelccd “That the
Matiora! Azzembly resoles bo catand tha

Of and Gaz  Regulatory  Autharity
[Ameramaent) Oroinan oo, 20240 of 2036);
far.a further carind of ane hundmed and
oty days with effect from Oicicker 28,
2024 under the provies 1o sUbparagraph
hil of paragmph fal of clause (2] of Arick
89 of the Constiution of the klamic
Rapuoiic of Pakistan.”

Two bills senl o commiltass lor
further consideration:

The  Mational  Assambly: ‘on
Widnosday introduced teo hills and
rasarred ithem to the melewant comrmit-
tees for further corsideration and reviow
The billzs includa tha Fatmoleum Products
|Potmalzum Lewy. and Ciimate Suppart
Lewy) hmendment) Bill, 2026, seeking 1o

rther amand the Petroloum Producis
[Fetroleun  Lewy and  Cfimate  SOpport
Lewy) Crdinance, 1961, and the Eai|wa:.'
Eioard Bill, 20248, which seeks to prowvide
for the nevamping and reconstrocton of
tho Railway Boand. HEWS DESK

NATI®NAL

CCD eliminate
two ‘killers’ of
d-year-old Aun

Two suspects allogedly imvcheed i the rape and
murder of five-year-old Aun Sbbas were killed in an
encountar with the Crime Cortral Department (2D
police in Muridke tohsil of Shedhupura district on
Wadnezday, police sad

.ﬁ.::nrl:lllllng to & polica spokesparson, four
suspecied robbers were allegedly engaged m a
rabbery an 31 Chak Foad when thay ﬂpnntgiim o a3
polica mobile upen sesing it: In the ensuing exchanga

fire, bwo suspocts were killed, while the ather twa
managad to escape. The killed suspects were idantifiod
as Mzl and  his friend Muneeb. Palice said
investigations into tha childs death had rewealed that
tha suspects wern allegedly involved in sexually
assaulting and murderng him.

focarding to police, the ects wera neighbours
of Aun Abbas, and they had killed the child and
disposed of his body in a village pond. Aun Abbas was
tha ondy brother of five sisters.

Polica claimed to have recowersd weapons from
the deceazed suspect=. Their bodios wann shiftad to tha
Tehsil Headguarters  (THC|  Hospital  for | legal
formalities. Palice hase launched a search operation 4o
arrest tha o H:nng suspecks, officials said

Eardigr an Oct 13, 2028, a suspect accused of
seaunfly assaulting and murdering his 15 yoar-cid
rigce was killed in an alleged ancountor with 2 team
of the Crima Caontrod Department (CCOY in
Rawalpindi, polica said. Tha suspect, identified as
Mumrer Abkasi, a resident of Abbottabad, was killed
during an exchange of gunfive near Alamabad Stop,
close to Children’s Park, in the jursdiction of Ratta
Amnl Police Station, aw

Arrest warrants
for Sohail Afridi.
three P11 leaders

bn arnti-terronsm cowrl has issosd amest wamrants
far suspended Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chigf ‘Ministar
Sohai Alridi and three cthar Fekistan
Tehroek-g=Insaf [FTI} leadors in a
case refated bo the May 9 adtack
on Radio Pagstan:

Jidge  Wadi Muhammad
heard the cass, auring which
the  pablic prosecuior
submiiied the podice chalian
before ‘the court. The PT]
counsed sought mare Bme Lo
prapars’ the case apd
requosied the courd o
adjourn the hoanng.

Howewer, iha

court absereod
that the chal

lan hed bEeen
submitted

and tha
accuzed had

beeri  momi-

rawd in the

CHTE. Tha

pourt - subsa- —y

guently
iscued armesl
warrants or Sohail Afridi,

Taimur Zaleam
Kamiran Bangash and brfan Salesm. kess nesx

Fagra,

Fresh supplies
hrmfr down

LPG prices

Liguahied Petoioum Gas (LP3] aupplios have startoa
arnving in Lshore,  banging down itz soaring prices.
Folowng the arivel of new stocks in the city, te price of
LFG droppod by ®= 50 por kg,

Hawsever, & & =il being 5ok &t nflated rates. Evon
aiier the B 30 neduction, LPD B carenty sfirg for Fs
350 per kg. Commenting on the I:'ud'. arrivais, local LFG
dealors noted what a further signficant drop in prices &
capeciod tooyy

Meamatide, tha government-fixed robe for LPG =
ot Rs 279 por kg

Citizens remain concemed as tha fuel i 5t8 being 20id
at atmost double the official govermment rate:

Esrlier, the LPG price hed snared fo Rs 550 por KG,
almorst daule the Rs. 27534 per ko mie fiked by the OH
and Daz Reguiatony Authoriby (ORAL

The mafia in the LFG sector fleecing corsumer s with
infiated mates by jacking price of the fuet & difloronce
betazen the gowemmentfived rate and the artificialy
ergineemd the markes price of the LPO;

LPG Distributors S=sbciation  Chairman  frfan
Khokhar has said that ihe LPG companies chesging
inflated ratas adding that the ncreased domand of the
fuel being used for #egal profiteering.  “There aro
counfrywide repors of walling LPG batween Rs 500 to
00 per x¥ogram,” he said. The prces ame aporehended
bo toar further with daruption in the supply, ke said.
"How could the market will stebilize if the govemment
rates of the fule not implementod,” he said. He
domanded cirhing tha alleged black-marketing of LFG
and holding the people behind it, acoountable,

it iz portinent to menban here thai aher the gas
loadshedding, skymocieting LFG prices have sdded furer
burden  ower  the
carsumers 2= the fusl g
prices hawe bt hard o
the ko incoma
houzehaoids.  with
soaring cast
living.:

ards
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Asim Munir's
diplomacy olfers hope

Chial of Defence Forces: and Chief of Army
Siaff, Field Marshal Asim Murir, has smerged as an
important: diplomatic figure ot & time “when the
Middle' East tacas the danger of a wider conflict,
Hiz parbcipation in high-level tal ks in Tehran wath
Iranian Presdent deasoud Pezeshkion and officials
fram Soudi Arabiz: snd Tarkive feflects Fakistan's
effarts to encourage dislogues among countries
whose cooperation is essantial far regianal stabil iy
Pezesnkizn called for greatar unity among Muslim
nabions, argung that regional challen gLEre
|:|:-||-a|:|:|l.-t recponses  rather than mmnnted

aches, The discussions cowared SeCunty;
Eﬂl stre, Lebanon and the corsequences of the
ongaing -Us-lsragli war . aganst. kan. While no
diet il agrnmm'.l.mannuun:&d. the deosion o
continue co oz iz a welcome dovelopmant.
Munir desarves credit far keaping diplomatic chan-
rels ogan at o time when mistrusi and md itary con-
frontation thraaten to push the region fowards. fur-
ther instability’ Hi engagement also highlights
Pakistari's potential to serve 25 a bridge betweon
regicnal powers and encourage solutions that do
raot cepend entirely on owlside actors,

The greatar challengs row is to tumn these diplo-
miatic contacts into a sustamed regional process. fran;
Eaadi Arabea, Tuddye and Pakistan have different
strategic interests, but afl hava much to lose from a
prolenged war and the disuption of wital trade and
energy routes, particulary the Strart of Hormus, Their
participatian in a common dislogue S an appar-
tunety to identdy shared prionties and build condi-
dence. Pakistan's raie is especially important because
it maintains rolstions with the major regional plm
snd has an interest in’ preventing the conl
spreading. Munir's engagemant should therefone be
seen not as & substitute for diplomacy by clected
govemments, but as ‘a contribution 1o & bromder
paticnal effort to promode peace. The support -of
crilian leadars, professional diplomatic engagement
and continued consultation with all panies wil be
recassany to sustain this initistive: Field Manshal deim
Munir's latest engagement offers a constructive
cpening. YWhether it produces meaninghd . progress
wal end on the willingriess of all sdes to move
beyond statements of urety and toke practical steps
towards da-escalation.

Energy cooperation

musi serve Pakistan

The rerowed efforis io aftrect Amercan inesst
ment 1 the crengy sector offer a0 opporurety o
strerigshen bilvteml nelations and acdmess the countr's
persisient anengy thallerges. Hawevar, “the gowern-
mient must approach Cthis opportunity with, caction
Famistan's oxporisnce with energy agnéements in the
st has shown that poory regotased contracis can
impose heswy firandal burdens on-the relions aoono-
my far = The objective: shoula not simply e o
atiract fonsign investment; but o secure partreships
that ane commercialy seund, iranzparent and bonaficial
to Falostar: Federal Ministar far Petroleum Ali Parviz
Maik's meeting with US Charge d'Afies Matalio
Bz iz & welcoma stab towarnds expandl
tion; CEscussions covered onangy securily, Furglwn:l ias,
refinery upgrades snd pofontial iong-tern agreements.
Baknr apporcinted Pakistan's hand ling of fued supplics
amid regional uncerainty and axpressed Washington's
will ingriess to- work' with ldlamabed, intorest fram
Amarican comparves in ppling ligiofied namics gas
L) arnd investing in 2n irifrasbrsctine oo e
ate-new opporteniies. Fakstan's effors 4o mpeoe
domestc o ard gas production theouch technological
rartnershics, induding the agreement batwesn il and
Gas Devetopmsnit “Company Linvted and - Baéer
Hughes, also desarve attontion.

o, the mwel best will be the terms of these amange-
ments. Paistan has paid & high-price’ for un:-rng.l com-
mibments that have restrciod i |_.Eur|:u Seochility and
kft consumers and taspeyors campng substantial costs.
Longrtevm supply agreements, capacity payhands,
eicing formiees and fommign cimency obl igations
require careful scrutiny An agrocment thet zpocars
atiractive at the time of signing csn become @ | inbi ity
if markel conditiors charge or demand fals The'gos
amment must leam om pest operience’ rather than
repear the same mistakios with & different sot of part-
e American irmestmant coukd h:-'p modamise:
redinaries, mpove production from ageing fields, infro-
duco-sovanced technoiogy and diversity encrgy sUp-
plics. But these berefits must b assemed agains: thair
cosis. Competitive biddrg, indepondent’ financis
amomments, cear contrachisd safequards and paelias
mentany csersight should guids -major ageements. T
mist afso avsid ‘cacossve dependence. an sngo
supcdier ard retan the Seabiisy to benedit from

changing infernational prices.

Ban on the Two-Finger
Test in Pakistan

Fakiztan has constitutionally banned
tha “two-finger test” and hymen examina-

Historically,  sion in rape cases, recogrizing that thess

madical reports  practices lack scientific mant and vialate 2

and court  ¥ictim's digrity. The legislation ard court

proceadings ndings undescore a oritical shift @way

= d ram usmg a survreor's sexwal history o

included judge credibiity. aiming to dismanktle the
deserlptions of  harmful instinstional
Women as  babits and socictal
“habltuated to  Msconcepbons  Fur
sax", "non=¥irgin" ik iy
i & assouit.  Llitmately,
r Woman ﬂlf Basy she=e |r_|g.u| roforms
virtug", Thesa demand a broader
labels were not  cultural change to

just offensive to
women; they
influanced that
WEY & SUrvivor's
allegation was
undeérstood, The
banning of this
practice shows
how a woman's
reputation does
not determing
whether she can
be raped, and
neither does her
baeing sexually
active mean that
she has given
parmanant
consant,

The two-finger tast
is also known as
the virginity test
and was usad in
rape or saxual
asgault cases to
determine whather
the survivor was a
virgin or if they
ware habituated to
sexual intercoursa,
The reasaning
behind this was
that a weman's
sexual history
could somehow
indicate whathear
gha had been
rapad.

ansure.  thaot - repe
mmpstigations - remEn
focused on the perpe-
trator's actions rathor

Previcusly, delense lmerpers hawve a long
history of relying on attacking a sunwear s
character to creste doubt, using aggres-
sive guestions aboul kot past, Fibastyle, or
relotionships to undermine bar credioil ity.
Ewcen thaugh there are clear lagal bans on
virgimity testing, defonse strategies still iry
ta rase the same doubts through inderect
quastiors. Ths |:u1: tha
burden on trial pudges
ko strictty enforce
Section 13 during triaks
imordar toput an end 1o
character-bazed  argu-
merts.

For 3 long time,
police officers expected
that a medico-legal cor-
tikicate  [MLC] would
irclude a line abaut the

than  tha wictim's wictim's vagmnal boity ar
maorality bymienial siabus.
Fakiztan has finally investigative  afficers

gaciared that & wvie-
tim's body cannot bo
uzad to  determins
whether thaey hawve
been ramad.

Wld {Herm
Urewerzity

ANOQUSHEY
KHURR

Arowshey Knwmam g a thindsyoor
sheden] ol Lhe

Al were ‘used o thase
Eh‘f:-icd- abservatians
ecase they requred
mirimal p-:illicc veark

of Lomwdes. and shifted the foous of

The Lzhore High
Court, m the case of
Sadaf Aziz ond cthers v Federstion af
Pakistan and others. (2021 P Cr L J 2058)
held that the bwo-finger test and hymen
axmmmnation withaut medical bacdang are
now uncanstitutional

Tha two-finger test is alsa known as
the wrginity test and was usad in rape ar
soxuaA aszault cases to detamnine whethar
the survivor was & virngin or i they wen
habitusied to seoml intercourse. The rea-
soning behind this was that a waman's
spaual history could somehosy indicats
whether she had boan raped

Justica Ayesha Malik suthored the
judgment and also pointed cut the nega:
ive impact that this type of testing has
had an the mental health and dignity of
wichms. The judgment was reported by
Drarari at the ime.

The Supreme Courd of Pakstan fol-
bowed suit in the case of Atif Zareef, etc
ws. Tha State (PLDr 202§ 5C 550, where it
held that: observations abeut whethar a
wagna “admids teo fngers emsily” or
whether 2 hymen iz uptured have ne so-
antific ar evidentiany relevance to deter
mining whother repe has taken place or
not The Cauwt slzo questicned the man
assumptian which fies behind these prac:
fices, windh = that women whe are soxual-
Iy mxperenced may be less credibla or
may be moro |ikely tohave consentad o
seaus FTlencourse

Section 13 of the Anti-Rape
{investigation and Triall Act 2021 specifi-
cally prohibits two-finger virginity testing
and =ays that it doesn't have probatiee
walus: it also says thot evidence shawing
thiat & victim i genarally of “immoral char
actor” B inadmissible. This part is crucial
becouse it shows that Pard iament was not
just trying to change a medical practice,
ul aiso the themking behind it

Erfarcernent of Sectian 13 of the Ari-
Ropa (vestigation and Trial) &ct 2021
msde courtrooms s also  mportant.

the investigation to the
wictim's moral ity instoad
of the perpetrator's actions. Evan with tha
formal prohibition o place, oiminating
this gracbce requires dismantling years of
nctitutioral habits. While the Amti-Rapa
fict mandates Spocial Sosial Offences
Investigation Units (550IL0 and Gander
Protection Diecks, many loca police sta-
tions stll dont hawe traming nor basic
understanding of trouma-informed nter
wiewang.

Histancally, medical reperts and court
procendings included  descriztiaors  of
women as “hebituated to sex”, “norevir
gn” ar women af “easy wirtue®. These
labals wore not just oHorere to women;
they influenced that way a suravar's alle-
pation was understood. The banning of
thiz practice shows how & woman's repu-
taticn does nat . defermine ‘whethor she
can Do raped, and rerther does ber baoing
seaualy active mean that she hes given
DEMMaEnent consent.

The two-Bnger test was actunly about
tha beliaf that a woman's body can reveal
her sexusl history and that this could be
u=ed ta determina if che & & credible rape
suryivar or rot. This beliat ako has no
medical  backing. The World Health
Crganization, U Buman Rights, ard LN
Women have all stated that there is ne so-
anitific eszmiration that can estshlizh # a
woman has had vagirel intercocesa; and
the appaarance of tha bymen aksc cannot
prove whather shie has had sex.

This shawes how the:real test is whether
Fakistan is actually prepared to change the
way it thinks abowt women who report
rapa. Maow thet Farliamert and the courts
have done their part, # is ime for scciety
to play itz part toa. This chamge is neces-
sary so that Pokistant's can mave on from
badoward practices such as this for good.

Thiz accepiance is wery important
bacausa trun change can ordy happen
when the thinking behind those practices
changes toa

The Need for Strategic Autonomy in Pakistan’s Foreign Policy-Part 1V

This passsge hokds grost importance at
the time of writing this argurment. Similar 1o
the haating up of groat-powar mvalry i the
aaerly post-war years between the U5 and
U.5.5 R., difemences betwean China ard ihe
United Stafes hawve also come out in the
open with both sides pulling vp thesr socks
far ‘a2  long-drewn strategic face-off
\Mlorigasy, 2027).

Thiz puts. Fakistan i virbualy the =me
position a5 india must have found Seif inits
own time when Renru wes trying fo balanoo
his warsion of East agsirst the \Wast through
the Mon-&iigned Movoment. The palicy of
ncit siding with ary carsestent but standing up
for peace: i the only viable palicy for a dovel-
oping courdry |iee Fakiztar:

Thes iz in line with Mghra's thiniing when
he was mapping the blueprints far Ik’ fore

palicy in his mind. The eastom taditions
of omrminity social=m and 0o the ceee of
Fakistan, the Eemic hertage make & all the
mome pertinent that $he sconomic welhane
IDamodsan, 1981} of the pronée chauld
superseda &l ather concems in the pursuit of
Fakistan's foraign pol ice

Tha rocds o= strategic autonormy 0 India’s
fareign pel icy can be traced back pven before
tha granting of ndependence. Tha taditiors
of Gandhizn norrviolent struggle and Mehna's
flair with zocalism came to hieerily affect the
shape of Indian forcign palicy, which kahrm
was crafting in his ming for posi-rdepend
ence fraia [Rana, 19480

Dwwtractors -coubd argue why Pakistan must
look towrds fndia and the gendsiz of Indian
toreign. policy? The snswer bo' this gquestion
can be had by making recourse to e fact that
India made all the |D'I:'|g'l policy choitos;
mmaining noreal igred in face of permewed
remsmures fom either af the twe ival oo of
the cold war, white Fakistan joinod the west-
m camp and #5 systen of aliances primanly
bomine of the Ihdfan menace.

The conflict tetwedn the cold war ruak
was still 8 far ooy fom an actus mil itany face-
o, Ik was relegated 8o 2 much lower option
tomies of She dawn of the rudear age. A
haz been argued befone that the seourty pree
wided by the nuclear urmibnella can oo used by
FPakiztan o sdopt a much mone indepandans
caurse af |:l'l:"lg'1 podicy.

Wouidr't it ba helphul for Pakistan t= leam
a lesson from the same rval whidy forced
Fakistan's hand to go rcear?. lsr't & & mpal
“tragody” that Pakistan hes seen  itselt
through the ldian mimar for 4ar oo lang

[Kaglan, 200117 In & word
ol sohersity whens you
bhawe to win & conflict, you

ko pick up 2he kndian trail
of strafegc sutonomy
h:|r itz awn regicnal berr

dan't tal K down a sirategy efils. The ups and downs
just becales it hes been of the LI5-Pakizzan bilat-
employed by yaur rial, eral retionship ame =l
I you are  shooad boo ewident for Pakistan
Erl:u_g'l then you vl try to I;:;‘kl:m I:L;!-:iﬂg ba HI-:
aoouine. Dotter wea iy of being In
tham your rival, and- it you West's camp (Haggani,
cannot get your hands on 23, Opportunitios
btier weoacons, then you pnesenl themsalves
wull =t loact maks sure thas [Kugeimar, 202%) and
you . haye the  same Fakiztan ‘“should - avall
weapons &5 your rival, UZAIR BIN FARID them ta bresk frea from

Wiaan's thio the same argur
ment ikt lsd Fekistan to
start itz oan nuchaar peo-

e Bin Farid comploted e
undorgradlaie degree fram
Duaid-p-Azam Unkeroity

the fokd of greet powers
[Editarial, 2021 o
estatlish itz credibiidy
B & reasonsbie cowboy

gram, -after the  Indim
guphsions of May 1974,
cogoniamed “Buddha

Smales” [Aziz, 2020}, to bring strategic balance
to South fAsiad

Commentators 2nd pundiz nave been
vaicing the need 1or Inda and the Unitod
Siabes fo oame kogether and coopernate oven
mare clossly {Center for Amenican Progess
Task Force on ULE-ndin Rélatons, 200E],
with added wehemerce zitar bonder clazhes
botween fndia and China in the summer of
a0

Choosng sides: has become mone of 2
necessiy 1o the Indisn forsign nnlh::.l =1 .2
lihment, sspacially n preparstion for the
|:|-:|r'-C-:-'.lr:| ward {ibi-Habio, 2020). & formal
af =arce or a bilsteral seoFty toaty between
tha Urited States srd Indis in the Irdo-Pacific,
may not booome & real ity 1o soon snoe thene
are many hiccups 0 the relationship [Esoa and
Ogarees, 2021]

India may nct be willing to fie #s=F up
weih e Uniled States alons [Jalshenksr and
Madan, 2021 Kaplan 2014 burt iks possigil ity
cannct begiossed over [Rachman, 2020E One
thing = ewident that there will bo continued
murtus relisnce. betwoen the Uried Siates
and Irdia 5o protect stheir simbogic intoests
[Tk, 20201

India's sooromic growth and | regaonal
cliorut o reed 5% weal| with: China (T, Z00E].
India‘is too big and too sirategicaly sitaied
for the United Siates o ignrone (Cave, 2000].
Thiz has been evidenoed by the growing
cooperation  botwoen the two . coundries in
arees of daferse and iniell igeace. shaning
Garamcne, 2018; Thakkes 20200,

This prasents an oopartunity 1o Pakistan

wno knows how to sling
hiz igum.

intorational media and rewspapors e
replede with mferenes to the start of 8 row
Cola War, this tme cotween the United Siates
and Chire [Gladstare, 20801 The similadties
betazen the two soroaded Cold Wams are foo
camimon Sooignane [Rachmar, 2000 and ther
differanoa of geographic anna whene the |at-
g5t = playing out. The Economist Group
Lirnited, 2021]

Tha start of the |=at Cold War bateeen
the Uniod Siates ard the USSR promoied
Indis to start 8 mowemant of Nan-xligned
cauntries [Harshe, 1990, orimarily to protec:
it own domestic. and fomeagn - nbarests.
Fzkizzan abo faces & stark cpoortunity in
today's world of greas o rivalny {Friedman
20191, ke car broak off Iﬂ tho disches of o
eign pol icy needs of gmat powers and projoct
a vision af fomign pol icy besed an #s domes-
tic rcoots [Khattag, 20271

Tha economic and social needs o the
cauriry shoubks ba retlected in the fomign polk
iy choices of Fakister. That can be' accomr
pi ished byt leamireg from the ral sehich has so
ohen diciated and clowded Pakiztan's forsign
policy judgments, Howewor, them is one
Lhigue side 10 the ceocoe of strategicaly
autonomous loreign policy and that =
Pakizzan's relationship with China

Fakistan's. strategic reiationship with
Chires hes helpad it so many times in tha past
Ewen dusing the Codd-19 pandemic, China
has been genengus enpough 1o supcey Pakistan
with & midlion Snophamm vwaccing dosos (8]
Jepoera, Z021) Pamsian's simtegic nedation:
=hip with China chould rat hold it hostaga inbo

making choioos that would prove o oo Dk
odlt to manage in tha future:

Pakistan and Chira ane oo diffanent. They
only have commen interests ard contiguous
peography. Paiostsm should remain vigilant of
tha oppartunities and pitfalk that #= geogre
phy presents. Pakistan’s geogmphy  shouid
"imfamn” ik menewes mther than "dator
mir” them {Kaplan, 2015% A far = interochz
are concemed, i's fine that they band togath
er bochalp oach othes

Hoswever, soaner or lator, the idealogical
differences batween the beo: countries ano
gaing 1o come ba the surace of the refstion:
thip. Oir sticking point in the elationshep wel
b the ethnic Uigher (Brtsnnica, 20200 miror-
ity of the Mrgang 'n?i\:r. Ther persocutan by
the Chircse state of the Uighurs [Maizland,
21| has Frvited condemnation fram amerd
the ward (Beshees, 20200 but rot from the
leades  of Musim countres  ospocialy
Pasdzian (. Khan, 2015 Ma, 2015

"Demissve denia=z® am going to iske
Patisian only toa far The prooehls end of
America's war in Afgharestan Folbab-Brown,
2021] and the feard wke-over of it goverr
mut by the Tal ioeny (Boot, 21 fwil bo ahar-
binger for more destsbil zrg movemonts in
tha wider region. Threas ans alresdy being
porcoived i ronecontigucus countries bo
ffghenistan, over & posoble Tadiban 1akaover
which veouid stmalate other regiaral aymam:
ics, | the ¥asbmmir =sue, for e wamsa
[Wtiglani, 202%)

The poositl ity 1het a radical Tal ban gow
errment in Afghanistan will motwate and
inspire other labent mosvements of the region
for solf-determination and rdeperderce, =
in the pass, or ook foexpand, is & meal one
Wicinbaum, 1991: Schouor, 20011). H zuch a
soenana arised, Pakistan's seamh for stategic
depih in Afghanizian may pat i inte a difiog®
pasitian vis-a-vis i Tadiban alies and China,
nnog the threat of 8 ewived East Turkisian
Idlamic Mosement [ETM] becomes a real one.

The tiez of ETIM with Taliban and ak
Cmzas for tnst mathar (Baiona, Fatcher ard
Xu, 23714) ame only ‘gaing to strergthen in
past-US Afgharestan. These ties will be mati
valed by the exteme idealogical urderper
ningz which hawe watsined the Taliban move-
ment under exireme ntemational  miitany
prossure-for the last bwo docadies,

Paiizian's sirateqic ard foreign pal oy diz-
courze has mads axtonsive uze ot tarms | ike
"straiegic-oepth”, “strategic-patienoe”,
“strategic-balaroa” and “siratoaic allianoes”.

It i time- that Pakixtan sda ore mane Serm io
describe. its mobvatons of forgign Di:'l':"
choices and that is "stmbagic awtorommy.”

Thiz addition ‘wall not ondy inbroduce & now
dimension i Pakistan's foeeign palicy direc-
tian but alzo help in the practioe and appd ice-
tion of other ciretegic=driven objectives.
Falistan j= bestaowed with goography that
makes the reccumse ta Hoboesian ansncha:
word of Fitemational domain mone port-
neni for undefstanding and  making
informed decizons.

The 21"l-n:ru.|.1.l I:|!|""'!|'II5I1'I '~| glckal
paiitics and ‘changing. foriunes of power
mka it mportant for Faltstan fo embrace 8
mare rmasonatle, radical, ara inleTest-driven
course of Soreige poficx This moute can not
ba taken, howewer, iF & spooal besch of
dipfamats specially treired ta b ruancea
and practicing 'a novel form of “cow
dipfomacy” are rat put nito the field,

"Fhustile diplomacy” of Henry Kesirger
[Maftali, 2020}, “"guist diplomacy® of
Jyswank Singh and Vapeyes: [Mz'ore: ana
Musherqee, 2005, and the more mecont
“wecllwarricr diplomacy” of Chinese diplcs
mists [Kalsikan 20810, are imviations encugh
far Fakistan's diplomaéss to embrace their
gen brand of "cowboy diplomacy”®, since
Fakstan has. aways imealved the most; in
intproourse with the respacte  Sates of
thesa brands of diplomacy.

Pewsian should ambrane: strategic auton:
ormy not 55 much' becase @ emanatos fom
Pakictan's- rght o soversignty. - Ratheor, it
shauld do =0 becase embmcng sirategc
autonomy by way of ressonabie cowboy
diplomnacy, will he'p Pakiztan 1o exercise wirt-
ally full sowermigrity. Leaming: from rivels and
horw they maneged o oootect their mational
interasts By ombracng strabagic - mubonamy
[Hardhe, 1990, would be & wino dhoice of
TRV

Lndecstanding the need for reasoned elo-
guonce, keeping your dotance, slaying pring-
pled it an ananchic world, |loveraging the
impact of the US-Afghar wer and making
adeot wee of cowbay diplemacy under the
nuclear umoenila wil halp Fakistan waod o
thraugh the insathenous waters of 2 multpe
arwond The noed o invoie intemational law
should be the last rosort for Pekistad, The
game should be played in such & manner thae
rules ‘out the possibility of chackmate of
Paxistan's mowe by other powers. &t worss;
Paistan shouw'd sirive 1o ond the gama 28 a
sakemats.
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RAWALPINDIE Traditional drummers |ime Morree Road, seek work. ONUNE
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School uniforms and cost
of conformity

Thmugh the columms of your news n, | weoula
lika bo mise concams about the mmpact of school uni-
farms on shudents and. their families. Altbough wni-
forms ame intended 1o promabe discipling, equal ity
and a serse of belonging, their costs and estictions
o perscnal expression desorve greater attention

First, school unifarms can’ place & financial bur:
den on paeris. Chiden grow quickly, and their uni-
farms often need to be mplaced several times dufing
their Dd'l:ll:l' yoars. Many schoos alko regues sopa
rate unrifarms for summer and winter, sparts aciiities
and spacial occasiors. Fassnis must puchace these
iterns accoeding 1o school regairemients, even when
SOme LNEorme arg ramely used. For familics with saw
cral achoolgoing childmen, thess expenses can
becomis difficuit to manage. Educaton & .l]mal:l:ll-(
costly for many households, and unnecossany spend:
ing om unifomms can add io their difficultes.

Schooés snould th -:n'r:idnr.:lln'dn:\ln- unk-
farm palices, alew the eiss af wrdorms in good
condition and awoid r\equlnn% femifiies o purdhase
capensye clodhing trom s '|: 5|.|:||:| s Unifomms
shauid never Decn'nea..uul—..-:'a financia! pressiee or
emiterrassment for chikden whose pamnts connot
afiord frequent seplacoments.

Another concem is the reeeriction uniforms pace
on students’ freedom of expremsion. Clathing can be
= way for yaura ﬁpnnl:-r: ta explore thedr personatis
L, dovelop conlidanion and express their indiidual
ity When .I:J:Iu:'r_. are requined fo-Oroos oxactly alike,
they hawe fewer ocpoartunitios o make  porsonai
choices abolt their appearanios. Althcugh decpline
is impartant, it should not come at the espersa. of
crestivity ard selb-ax pression

Schioods coan teach studenis to respect nikes with:
out making eveey mspect of thoir apoeaarce idanth
cal & reasonable dross poos cen mantsin standands
ot deconcy, ceanlingss and suitabil ity while:aliowing
=ome flosicidity in calowr stele and perzanal peder-
ence. Such an appeoech would ercoursos studanss
o uncerstarg resporsitd ity rather than simply fodow
insiructionz

Furthemcee, weanng the same. urecrm: ovany
schoo! day far yoars can make school lise feel unnoc-
essarly. restrictive, . Sduderis hewe diffesend: bastes,
personalitics” and intonests, ard these' differences
thoud not be beated as problems. Education shouls
prepare young peopie 1o think indepondentty,
mq:e:ld-.-nml:; and dovelop their own ioendities.

Supporiers of unifoms angue that Shey reduce
veitie differenoes between students fom different
cConomic bac nos-and croale a sanse of Ly,
Thooe & valid comsideratons. Howeses unifomms
alone cannot eliminate . mogual ity, bullying or socis
divisiors. Schoods must esddress these preblems
through educatian, fair treatment and = regpectiu
leaming ervinorment.

The purpose of schoaling s io develop: conti-
oent, mespansble and creative individuals. Schoo

To The EDITOR |

edministrations should rewicw their unfcem: policies
and corsider whethor tha eaisting nikes geruirely
berefit studen

believe schook should sdopt aHlordable, pract-
cal and devble dwes codes instead of imposing
unnecessandy rigid priform requirements. Checipling
ard eguality matter, but so do individual ity, comdan
ard 1he Frencial circumetances of famil ies.
WWAR 1Q8AL
Lahare

Playgrounds' evening
supervision

The shomiage of proper péaygrounds farces many
children and young peaple o ute the grounds af
rearty governmant schooh for receation and physi-
cal activity. This & a positeve ues of public faciitios as
sports and exercise ane essential for |:'1il:h:-n=rl':.r5'-
cal ard mesntal koalth. Howsower, the aosonce of care-
takers and osher Class-i¥ stalf during ewening houss
raizes concans about children's safoty, discipdine and
the protection of schocod oroperty.

Childen of differort ages eguierly gather
theze pfeygrouraz. Without responsible adults pres-
onit, il may become diflicult 1o prevant accidents,
mianage disputes of respond rromptly bo emergen:
cizz. Farents ako reed reassurance that ther chilkden
can cfay in & safo erwironment At the same: time
schood leuidings, fumiture and other esducatioral
mesources must be pratected from damage or misuse

The distrct sdministration.and -udJl:uh.:n d-upa.-
mant should introduce & practoal system of pvening
superazion rather than ms'rn.—mg childron's acoess o
playgrounids. Tre option iz Lo arrange for designated
schao! staff ar other esponsble personne! o roman
avnilable durirg soe<ified hours

Schood administratsors could also establish
sports commitiees comprising iruzmmarthy. members
of #e lool - community. Their names, designations
2 comact deails should be necorded by the schooe,
with refewant information shered with the lacal police
station bo fecilitate commuricaton in an amengency
Cloar resparshilities and praper coordination would
ez lp make this amangement olfocive:

Govemment schoal playgrounds are walustie
commimity essats, particularly inamees whese chiiden
Fevae Tewi alterartive cpanes far sports and recreation
With orgamised supervision  and  cooperatian
befwean schoaks, facal communities and the suthon-
fies, these grovnds can mmain ecoossible whie
enwuing chidren's salgty and protociing public
proparty

The puthorities- should tnoat this 2 & practical
comminity reed, A mocest, well menaged oyztem af
D'-'l:nng supervision could encousage hoaliby activie

fies, premcie dsopline and. provide children with a
sater placo to pla
BAUHANRMAD
MAMAL,
Miarwali, Punjab

AN

dth July was supposed

)

Pakistan’s Macro-Micro
Security Dilemma

Modesrn foransic
systems must be
expandad.
Intalligence
coordinatian
between federal
and provincial
Institutlons must
irmprove.
Counteriefrarism
prosaculion
mechanisms nead
transmmutation.
Bordar
digitizsecurity.ld
reduce Infiltration
risks. Most
importantly,
governance
VACUUITE
neglected regions
musl be addressed
because violant
actars thrive where
the state is absent,
distrusted, ar weak,
Security ultimately
i= not about
woapons alone.

Since Pakistan
became a declared
nuclear power, Ao
nalghbaring state
has attermpted a
full-senle war simed
at dismantling
Pakbstani
soverelgnly. Even
during severs
military erises, the
increase remalned
cantralled.
Dreterrence
impazed limits. It
created cautian. It
raised the cost af
war beyond
acceplable
threshelds. But
rational mative
solves only one kind
of prablem. A
nuclear waagan
cannol slop &
suichde bomber. A
ballistic missile
cannol dismantle a
sleapar coll

Pakistan often prosents iself 2 8 seoun-
ty stale, and @ many ways, that claim s justi-
fied. ® possesses one of tha world's mast
credible nuclear deterrents, a battha-tested
military, and strafegic capabidios robust
encugh to prevent any adwersary from con-
templating a hdl-scale mvazon. Measured by
comventional standards of state security,
Pakiztan is far from weak. It & difficult to
coproe, expensive fo attack, and nmeoarly
impassible to defeat out-
righé.

So far, this strength con-
czals o decper contradiction.
4 country that can deter war
with a larger ruciear-armed
meighbor still struggles to
prodect inary ctizens in
markets, mozgqoes, schaals,
and on highsays. The endist-
od person guarding a stop in
Balochistan, the shogkoeper
in Duatta, and the worship-

er attending Fi I2YErs
E'H.-:rl Irve :ﬁdunrd:rlzw af
insecunidy that seems mutual-
Iy emctusive with the image
of a heavily securitized state

MUHAMMAD
UMAR

borawse fis gxtemal detamant is strong, while
internal vunerzhilities remain unrescbeed, A
usehal scruting emerges from the Gulf states.
Countries like tha UAE, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia represent the backward model. They
have heavily imvested in micro-lewal secunty
infrastructure; - biometric identity systems,
advanced survgillance, dense CCTV net-
warks, digital monitaring, and highly wisibla
domestic policing. Public spaces ara tightly
regulated. Imternal order =
maintained with excepticn-
A efficiency. Terrorism and
mass casunlty attacks insida
thesa states remain rars.
Most Gulf states lack
fully indopendent strategic
deterrenca and  depond
heaniby on eatemal securty
guarantees, especially fram
the  United States. Thair
cities may ba securs from
imterns! disorder, but their
MaCror-SecUrity nemaing par-
tially cutzourced. If & majar
regional conflict escalates,
they rely significantly on
allies  for  prawsction.

Thiz  falsehood ‘revesls Subammad Umar-is an 18 Pakiztan and the Gulf there-
Pokistan's real security crisis: scholar with expartise in fore  represent  mirror
tha =tate has become hight sptunty studies and images of the sama dilem-
capable at dofending it.nﬁ palicymaking ma. Palostan is comparz:

from extemal thrests while

tiwely secure from major

remairing irsufficiently capa-
ble at protecting pacple
fram internal vicleroe:

The core prablem iz mot 3 complete
shsonce of security. It i a failure to define
security’ cormecthye Far dn:ad.-::-. Pakiztan's
sacurity docting hes been shaped primanly
by external thraat perceptiors. The unhealth-
iness of 1971 parsistent hostl ity with India,
and enduring comventianal rniﬁtarg.- imbak
ance pushad policymakers toward a stratogic
cuftura certerad on daterrence. In that con-
test nisclear weagans, missile systems, and
miill itary modemisation were ratianal invest-
mesntz They addressed an empirical prob.
lem: how to prevent a "h'ungur miortal from
imposing it will 1.‘|1r|:ru=E|

Since Fawistan betama a declared
ruclear power, no neighbo sate has
attempiad 8 full-scale war ai:\-:g at dizman-
tling Pakistani sovercignty. Even during
sayiere mil M=y crises, the incroase remained
controlled. Deterrence imposed limies, it
created caution. B ramed the cost of war
beyand acceptable throshalds. But raticnal
miotive salves anly ane kind of problam. &
nuclear weapon cannot stop & swoide
bember. & ballistc missile canraot dismantle
a sloeper cell. Air deforse wysiems cannot
detect idepdogical radicalization spraading
through mneglected communities. Strategc
weoapons can sacure borders, but they can-
not securs sirects.

Thizs distinction matters bacaw=e modern:
ineecu inm:-a':-injg comes not from con-
ventianal invasion but from Fragrrlnntud_
imeguiar, low-signature violenca, Pakistan's
deadliest securty throats in recent decades
hanve often emerged not as armored divisicns
crossing bordars but as imsungent netwarks,
soctarian  militants, oxtremist cells, and
crganized violent groups aperating within or
across porous frontiers.

Tht iz o diffarent battlefield antirely.

The took: required for this battleficid are
reat primarily missiles or fighter jots. Thay are
intedligenca irtegration, ?rcn'.:u: capahility,
Iecal policing, digitized border managem-nt,
cHfective prosecution, judicial coordination,
and gowemnance capacity. These are less
glamorous than weapaons systems. They do
nat appear in military parades. They rarchy
generats symbolic prestige. But they detar-
mina whethar citizens feal safe in daily Tifo.

Tor often, intarnal socLrity TOMAINS noac:
tive rather thon preventive. Attacks
irvestigations bagin, blame is allotted, and
pubtic attention eventualty shifts elzavhere

Structural  reform remains incomplets.
Intedligence-sharing gaps persst.
Frosscution  rates remain inconsistent.

Crrganisatronal wacuums continue to croate
space for violent actors. The result is 2 dan-
gerous illusion: the state appears strong

The targeted assassination of Ayatall=h

to be a day of

colebration forthe . )i Khamenei in February 2026 by Us-lraeli

nation that asumed at forces failed to break Iran,

culminatimg in a  historic

the start of the year strategic standolf. Through

Wfﬁmm asymmetric martime  war-

navitable. The ground  fare and the blockade of the

raalties md‘ﬂﬂﬂd Strait of ‘H:Irrmu:'. 'Huhmrl

. iriggerad global miation

the crcumstances and .2 fractured MATO, fore-

revarsed the mhj ing tha Trump admindstra-

milllans of people

gathered in Tehran for
the funeral, not far the

tion to negotiate torms. By
Ju|:,-' 4 2026 as America
marked its semiguincenten-

ABRAR HASHMI

ASrar Haghri is asscciated with
the Irrstituie of Regicna’ Studies,
klamated, He iz ako s sludent of
interaticrs ralalions at
Govarnmant Celege LRy,
Lakaim

leader. Two nations and teo different situa-

tiorns on the zama day. Cne is celsbratin
party that it gid not: fully
LI|J5J:I . while the other is
urying a man wha stood

with fizs nation wll death.
This ks pot a small irony.

It is tha story of the year
Washingtan and Tel
fviv ziarted their opera-
tions, Epic Fury and
Roaring Lion, agamst Iran
at the start of 20026 with the
belief that war would be
decisive and short The
death of their leader would
be tha last nail in the coffin,
but  framian  leadership
shaveed that they fellowed
an idealogy, not a person.
They oragged onm the war
for months and brought the
superpower Lo the negotia-
tiom table. Iran surprized its
enomies with  azymmelrnic

residence! the

nial, Iran's mas=ive dipla-
celebration of winning  ™atC funeral for Ayatollah
Ali Khamengoi symbelized a
the war, Despite having  satiare geopolitical wictory.
civiian loss and a c:-; 4 July ;a:mﬁ. the
altered Unitad Stakes of America
sh economyand bl g e Z50th
nfrastructure, the huge anniversary ~of mdegpend-
rumber tells a d¥fferart 2nce; at the same 1.irri_n_ Iran
story "l"lrlihhﬂ'tﬂl‘l bagan preparations far the
vand funeral of its spiritusl leadar,
can't deny |t Even  ainliah ali Khamenai, and
wihile hﬂ'}'lﬁﬂw-l‘ apaned tha gates of the Grand Mozalla in
Tehran. On 28 February, the US4 launchad
maityrs, there was a
the strikes on Khamenei's
kinel of sumimions of ootz were dsastrous and cased his death
vickory by the  along with dese family members. Iranian
addresiess,  media B reporting that approximately fiftacn

ta twenty millian mourners have attended the
funeral and ritual grief of their suprema

warfare and maritime strat
egy, as the clasure of the Strait of Harmuz was
a major setback for the warld

The fuel prices and inflation climbed from
Tokyo to [slamabad. The swuperpower with one
aof the weorld's largest militaries was unable to
reapan one aof the maost |:r|..h:|a| paths for the
transport of g:-:u-:u-:l. and oil. ‘Washington had to
negotiate mgain and again and .a't%a-:t signed

anm Motl in Versailles an 17 Jume. s a result,
Hormuz was reopaned, with the announce-
mant that franian assets would be unfrozen
and zanctions would be lifted gradually,
ul:l:-:!rding to framan meda. In ample words,
the USh had to agree to most of fran's terms
far the reopening of the strait that was
already open before its attack.

A Fractured NATO

In the fumeral of the Iranian supreme
leader, delegates from more than one hun-
dred states, including Fakistan, China: Fussia,
Saudi Arabia, and Afghanizian, participated
It shawed that Iran was not isolated diplomat-
ically on a global lavel,

While America waa busy rebearsing the
tiraworks and traditional flag ceremonias over
the Mational Mall, without ary global head-
tines. The unity of NATO is h-ad affectad in
this war, and the statss, mdudlng Germarmy,
Spain, |taly, the UK, Sustralia; dapan, and
South Keroa, all rejected Trump's call far the
military effort to reopen the Hormus.

Germany's defense minister cpenly sad
that this is mot our waor Donald Trump was
furiows with the rale of NATC members and
called them ! ‘cowards” and also gave a wam-
ing abouwt leaving the alliance. This kind of
language by the leader of a superpower
showed the frustration abaut the fact that
ewen his closest allies woud not jain him in
ewery fight.

dth July was supposed to bo a day of cel

axtarnal aggressicn but v

nerable intemally. The Guif
=5 comparatively secure internaily but strate-
gically dependent axternally. Cne has buile
strong wallz arcund the state. The other has
built strong coritrals within the state. Meither
maded alone salves the full security equation

Sacurity s Mat Singutar

Thierz are at boast twao foms of securnty.
Tha first protects sovercignty, The second
protects daily e, & state may succesd in
ane while Fuiir;ng in the other. Pokistan's mis
taka has been troating success in the hest 2=
irfarmaticn of sUuccess in bath. That asssmp-
tian i increasingly costly. When pal icymakers
priorite - macro-secunity almast exchrzively,
they risk owerlooking the fact that insecurity
today often bleeds societies slowly rather
than destroying tham suddenty. Internal via-
lance erodas trust; weakans ecanamic confe
donce, dscourages mwestment, fragments
communities, ard normalires fear Cver tme,
chroric  insecurity  damages  mational
resilience a3 surely as comeerional war. Tha
guestion, then, it not whethar Pakistan
should reduce investment in detemence. That
would be strategically umwise. External
threats ramain real, and deterrence continues
10 serwe an essential funchion

Fakiztan needs an integrated sacumby
daoctring, one that preserves strategic deter-
rence while elevating hweman securty to
aqusl importance. Domestic protectian must
no lenger be trested a5 seconds Iuw
arforcement. It should be rocogniza
contral national security.

Maodern foremsic systems must be
mapanded. Intelligence coardinatson
betwoen federsl and prowinoal nstitutions
mast improwe. Countertermorizm prosecution
machanisms need trensmutation. Border dig:
itizzecurityld reduce infiftration risks. Most
importantly, governance vacuwms in neglect-

regions must be addressed becase vio-
lemt actars thrive where the state is absent,
distruzied, or woak. Security utimately is rot
nbout weapons alone: s about self-assur-
ance, the confiderce that citizans c=n mowe,
wark, warship, and live withaout corstant fear,
A natian's true Hrength cannob be mensared
solely by the range of its missiles or the siza
af its arsenal

H must alse be measured by something
far more human: whether ordimary poopdo
can expact to retum home safely at the end
af the day. Pakistan has largely salved ana
half of the security eguation. B has made it
hard to canguer fram the cutside. The undin-
ishad tazk is sohing the cther kalf. Until tha
state protects citizens with the same sencuas-
ness with which it protects borders, Pakistan
will remain trapped in & parzadox strong
enough to detar war, et not =afe snough 1o
guarantae poaca ot home.

IFuneral Overshadowed American Independence

shration tor the nation that assumed st the
start of the year that its victory was inevitable.
The ground realities have charged the cir
cum=siances and reversed the role; miltions af
people gathered in Tehean for the funeral, not
for the celebration of winning the war
Cigspite having civilian loss and a shattered
sconomy and infrastructurs, the huge number
tolls a different sbory, and Washinglon can't
demy it Even while barying their martyrs,
there was a kind of summons of victary by tha
addreszees

When an economically sanctioned stats
with comparativily weak military capabil ities
and a population of ninety million refuses ta
hand avar its strait for free. i showed bravery
and buried its leader bofore millions of poo-
plo frem all over the world; it was nak just @
survival but a strategic wictory in those kinds
af wars.

Missiles can destroy buwildings and kil
people, but they could never shatter the will
and morabe of a nation. lranian officialz a2nd
paople showed that spint and forced a super-
power to nagotiate an their own terms and
canditiars

It iz wery difficult for commeniators ko
daclare who won the war, because no doous
mant will awer shaw il publicly. it = decided
by the facts who requested the regatiztion
first, whio accepted the demands of the adver
sary, and whe is stll standirg t2fl enaugh,
aven in meurning, to call this July thair own
kindl of |n|:||:pun|:Funl:e- dlay.
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Dar, Oman FM vow to. PM Shehbaz directs
boost bilateral ties emergency measures

for safe train travel ;.,, :

shared history, mutual trust and

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday directed the urgent
implementation of reforms in
infrastructure, curriculum,

Deputy Prime

Ministers Fureign Miinister dncpl affection  botweeon owr -
: peoples. Our bwo  netions have
Ishaq Dar and Foreign cansistontly stood shoulder to

shauldar in the most testing times,
and this uwnwovoring spirit of
=olidarity continues to define and
enrich our relationship today,” thi
OFM/FM posted on X handle.

Dar reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment ko furthar
:-I:renithnrling these bes, sasd that

Minister of the Sultanate of
Oman Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad bin Hamood Al

Busaidi, on Wednesday,
underscored the

direcied the outsourdng of bus sardces far --
sludent tmnspariation; along with thind-pamy -
validation.

The prme minster irstructed | the
authorites 1o promote  solarisation @
govermment ‘schoak and ensume that rampa

imporiance of continued their bilateral ties had evolved inte | teachers' training and other areas wore installed i all institutions to fadlitate
|_|- h-level ch t n comprahiansive stratagic |, - studants with prysical disabilites. He alo

IQn-ievel ExCNanges 1o partnership. He also whed Turkish | M all government schools in called for the prowizion of guality medical
sustain the momentum in brothers and  sisters  continuad |E-|3ITEE|'?-EI|:|. ﬂrdﬂmg the #azil ities in govemment schoolz

- - poaca, progress and prosparity. ] 1 ) Curirg the moeting, officials prosenied &
bilateral relations, resolution of issues facing the

Moreowar, Car hald & telephons survey  report oA the  curticuum, —
corvarsation with Tajikistan's Forgign | ¢ v g infrastrucbire and.  other matbers JE—
Thay =ko agreed to foliow up on Minister, Sirojddim Muhriddin, DFM institutions within a week. comoarmang  gavemmment schaols i the S

fodoral capital, conducied in: sccordarce
with the prime minisior's dmcEons Ssied
in Seplember 2028,

The meeting was informed that most

Diar thanked hiz Tajik cowntarpart for
the graciows hospitality mnd warm
waloome extendad to him during his
visit to Duzhanba, He ravelled there

the understandings reached during
Oman's foreign minister's wisit to
further stremgthen cooperation in
trade, imvestment and onorgy, thie

I:I'.:l'lrg 1igh -lpvel meeding on reforms in
tha fodors capial's govemment schoak, the
prime -mirsier diccied Federal Minister o

Foreign Office Spokesperson said ina  for  the Shanghai  Cooperation | Flarning, Dewelopment and Special Initislives  gowernment schoals in Eslamabad had

pross ralease. Crganisation (200} Councl of Head=s | Akzan Igoal b= ersumo that the ==ues weee  basic  facilities, nchiding  intemet
The DPMIFM held a tolephone of Governmeont. meating, hold on | rescived within the stipulated simeframe. cormeckivity, cloan dringing water and

corversation with tha Fl:-rmgn minizter  Octobier 1220, 8 DPM's Office nows Tha primes ministar directed the authorties  computer |aboratosdes. Howauor,

of Oman. Tha Omani foreign minster  release said. Tha Ewo  ministers | concerned o mabiiiso all avadablo resources to infrastuctune-mlated issuzs had Seen

thanked DPM/FM for the gracious
hoapital ity extended to him during his
recent wisit bo Pakistan,

The  two ministars oo
pxchamgad wviaws an  regional
davelopmants and reaffirmed

thieir shared  commitment o
regional peace and stabil ity

Soparately, Dar
heartfelt
Fresidant Rocop Tayyip Erdogan,
Formign Miniskar Hakan
Fidan and thao
Government and

brotherly paopla
of Turkiya, on
the 103rd
anniversary  of
the founding of
the Republic of
Turkiye,
‘Fakistan
and Turkiya

axtended
congratulations tut‘ ﬂ *

reaffirmed their resclve to work
closely to further strengthen

= the enduring
T partnership between
Pakistan and

Tajikistan. They al=o
sgracd to expand
mutually beneficial
lcoocperation
® bebwoon  tha two
cauntries. NEWE DEs

sddneza mirastructure-releted peoblermnz on an
amesgency . basis, siressing that prowiding
students with a safe lparning ermicrment was
the goemiment's esponsioil ity

Fa abo drocted the actamton of & free
lurch programme in gavemment sdwals to
arsum properawtrition or sludents.

Ermnphasizing impeowemenis in teaching and
lsaming taciities, the prime ministar oroonsd
the n=allatior of omart boards in &
gowemment schools at the sariest He ako
directed the formulation of a stretegy to
trarstorn tha Federal Cireciorate ot Education
itz an oifectie and efficent institution,

Tha prime ministerstressed that teadhers in
gowernment schoods should foous okciusively an
tasching and educatonal actwites ard shouls
not be assigned other iasks. He lurther dmcled
that recruitment of teschem be caried out
strictly on mesik

To impeove siudants’ aocess o odocabon,
the prime minister called for expanding the
gowemment zchoal bus ssrvics: Heo also

identifed in some ol the =choals
covared by the survey The brefing abo
highlighted the necd o ompower head
feachers and . promote inmovation  In
govemment schaok

Oficiak informed  the moeting that 27H
government boscs wer operating =
|famatad o [aclitate’ the trarsportstion of
shiderts atberding - govemment  Cschoals
Moreower, Shehibaz Sharil has aiected the
authoritios concerred i0 take  EBMERJONCY
measures fo ersure safp and molistlo tran
trave’. He issued theso drectives while talking
to Mingter for Raitways Mubammad Haniz
fAtbas who colled on ki in Elsmabsd todyg

The Prime Miniter reafémmed thet public
reliof, ‘mfomns and trangmeroncy i Pakistan
Raiways &= amaong the govermment’s top
priarities. He amo !.E.Il'h:'dhl'n ot il suppor far
intoducing  trensfommative  refarmz  and
rovital izing Pakistan Raibvays.

Curing the meating, oworall adminstatve
arid firancal matiers, az wedl 8z refarms i the

Raihways, came under defailed discumsion Heanif

Abhszi briefed the Prime Minister on tha
corformance ot Fakistan Railwayz and the
croegress of ongaing devalopment projacts,

The two sides also exchanged views on key
measues to improve freight serdicez and
orovide modorn 1acilities 1o passengers.

Mearmnile, Shehbax Sharit on
‘Wedneozsoay direcied the Menistry of "Il:-l.:irgl_
and Warks to ersure the tmely completon o
nesideniial projects with full smnsparency. Ha
aleg sireesed tha need too maintain . high
guality standards m all housing projects. The
crime ministes issved these directives during
a meeting with Minister for Housing and
Wiores Risz Huszain Firzada, wha caliod on
him at the Prime Miriater House.,

Curing the meeting, thay discumsed i dotal
matters redated to the ‘minisiry and its ongoing
devclopment projects. Mnster Pirzada briofed
the prime minister on the pogress of ongoing
nousing schomes. KBS BESK

Justice Munib
takes oath
as acting

Chief Justice

J

Justice Munio Akhzar, the Senior Puisne: Judge of the
Supreme Colurt of Pakistam, ook 1he oath as dcting Chaf
Juptice of the Supreme Court of Pakiztan on Wednesday.
The  path was- admerestoned dustice Muhammad i
Marhar in & simpie and. digaihed . ceremeny held at the
Suprome Court of Pakisian, Isdamabad

Hhustice Wunib Bkhtar will act as Chiaf fustice of the
Supromne Court of Pakistan white Justica Yabya Alridi, Chief
S stce of Pawizian, rermains sbmad on en offical wisik The
coremony was attended by Judges of the Supremo Cous,
DCispctor Ceneral Foderal Judiciad Academy, Secretary
Judicial Comméssion  af Pakistan Ec-:'el:.:-'_r Supreme

Judicial Council ard Law officom. Registras Supmeme Cout,
canducted the pt!:hncl:dll'la" of the cathe *tating canomony,
Cficess and maf! of the 5 Supreme Caurt af Palistan wern
abko protent an the oocasion. HEME BESE

PTA highlights
gaps in online
monitoring

Pamsten Telecommunication Authority (P T Chaiman
retired Lt 'Sen Hafeoz Ur Rehman on Wednesday said rl:cr
ulatian slone was inz ufficient to ‘address the  harmiul
pfacts of mocis madia, = siressing that parenis; toachee and
sonely muzt collectivaly take responsit ity far pratacting
chiigren online

diddroszing the conduding sesson of tha Digitsl
Tehathuz Summit, be said ensurng a safe and secume digr
tal environment in Fakistan wes the FTA'S jop pricrity

Highlighting the chalenges faced by the regulatar,
the FTA chaimnar said the suthooty received bobtween
T,000and 1,500 complaints daily and processed them for
necsssary acton. He said the FEA dealt with online cone
tent on tie tess of complyimis, az 8 lacked ar srtameted
Tysbom; -2 barge boarn end ertricil intell ioence-based mere
ibaring toods to proactvely oview sodal meda cordent

He added thet the absence of & phyzical presence of
|'||:-:"1'|nI||:rl.5 ||:~|:I'r-:|I||:,-;'-.I tompanios in Fakistsn made the
fufl anfarcoment of bocal lvws challenging, & problem aisa
h:n-:u:l by othercountries in the region. Emphasising the molo
of |parents, ha =aid childen today mked guestions and
sought kogical explanations. He wged panents 1o develop
friend by relationships with their children rether then esort-
ing o smokding and meprmands. He alto encouraged par-
onis to invalve ther chiden inoutooor sports and activie
ties and misrtain cpen communication with them. HEWE BEX

Drone attack on Hassan
Khel police station foiled

A drone attack
targeting Hassan Khel
Police Station on the
outskirts of Peshawar
was foiled after an
explosive device carried
by a quadcopter
became trapped in an
anti-drone safety net
installed on the
station's roof,
preventing it from
reaching the building.

Sccording to initial police
roeport, the incident coourred on
Wednesday marning when
unidantifiad miscroants
attempted to drop an explosive
device on the police station

the sacurity srtuation at the
polica station and those bahind
the attack attermpt are awaited

Faolica hava ztartad
investigation into the incident.

The Foshawar Safe Ciky
Project's  contral command
system has bean linked wath
drane and anti-drane
technology fox anhancad
sacurity and survaillance, police
afficials =aid on Wodnesday.

According o police
afficialz, Pakiztan‘s first
integration of a drone wnit and
an anti-drome  system with a
Sate City project will enable
authorities to monitor drane
activity and respand ko
potantind security threats more
affoctively.

The anti-drone system wil
manitor all drones flying within i
radar cowerage and  provide
coverage of up to frve kilormetres.
It will sso gonerato automatic
alerts, whila any suszpicious drone
mctivity will igger an immeciate

drone  swrveillance  system
would also be operational in
Feshawar,  Dera |smail Ehan,
Bannu and Lakki Marwat.

The wsa of modorn
techriolegy i= expectad to halp
authoritios identify suspicious
activitias and potertial terrorist
threats in a timely manner.

Live feeds from Safe City
dranes will allow officials o
manitor fiald oparations
diractly, while the systam will
abko provida operatianal
support . to the Counter
Tercorism ' Departmant (CTO),
police officials added.

Earlior, police foilled am
attack mora  than 30
terrorists an & police post in
Hassan Khal, Pashawar, ARY
Mews roported on Friday
quoting the Capital City Police
Orfficer [CCPO.

The CCPO said the mil itants
targeted tha Spoan Mela police
post from two directions,
lnuncking an aszault with hoawy

using a quadcopter notification o the Safe City woapons from the Moosazai
Feports said 2n energy drink control room. Dara sido.
bottle was used as the casing The integration of drone He said 14 Feshawar police
for the suspected e=plosive  and anti-drone technology with  personnel put wp & strong
devica, which slsa contained the central control roam will  resistance and successiully
nails and balts. Tha protective anable round-the-clock acrial repelled  tha atkack. The
nat prevented the device from survaillance ol sansitive terrorsts hed abko brought an
reaching tha roof, everting ‘a locations, traffic and criminal improvised explosive am'it-:-
potentially major incident mctivities. {EED), which police personnel
Further details regarding Folice officials said the dofused, the CCPO added. me

Islamabad schools directed to
end illegal transport charg

Parl iamentary Secretary for Federal
Education and Professional Tranning Rabia
MNaseem Faroagi informed the National
Assembly that educational institutions
under the Federal Directorate of
Education (FDE) had been directed to
stop collecting transport charges
wherever these were being levied in
violation of applicable rules.

Remonding 1o-a Cal ing Atention hatice mosed
by Aim Kammn, Wohemmad Usmen Badini and
Shehida Begum mgading additions! foos and
mzmelereoe  chames being coleded by schook
Edmb:nrnl-mmdw.ﬂ: the mator nad
boen imien e mmodisely afer it amo io the

ministnys nofoe. She sad the gisediors had boen
imsued with the toreers of e foderl edusation

mrnsier D adOeD  cONCEMS  Over
tmreporintion dhames
Rzzponding tooa suppiemereany

guestion, the porlismentary
srmdary smid Articie 25-4 of the

Corstitution guaransed tee and *111:4..I:-:~r_,' edJ..ar.m for
childrer aged five ta 14 yeam

Ehe said freo toxtbooks wene being provaded 1o children
in all gowemment schook in the lslsmatad Capital Terion
[ICT, whike ro hition oo v charged.

Sho'added that the gowemment had abo introduced 2
froe- moal initistae for primanglevel shodentz,

Explaining the provicions nelating io fnee education, she
=ajd ihe relovant L refered 1o & neighboirhocd schoal
and cofined the neighbourhocd ams = being within &
dmance of six kilameines
She =aid proaizions corceming freseducation
and irargposation needed o be corsdared N
acmordanice with the spplicabhs lege famework

Aabis Nassem Famogi mvited memtes 1o
prowide dietzils of any schoof whem froe
{ewibooks we e not being supp fed, saying the
ministry woulkd imesstigete such complaints
and take . prompt action. She -zaid the
gosernment was commithed {0 addneasing
conasms mised by wmakers and mproving
eoucational fadilities for chidren: Speeker
Matonal Assomibly Sandar fyar Sadig

waid the matter reguired furiher

cxzgmination  and  wlemed it
bz ihe relosant ommitkes Sor
defailed corsaeradion and

racammendatices. KEWS DEK

Punjab CM
inaugurates
uplift projects

Punjab Chiet Minetar Maryam hmwer Shant inaugu-
raied sewerel dovalopment and besutfication projects
warth mill isrs of upees in Mandi BEahsuddin, induding the
Gujrat-Sangodha Road project, aimed &t improving rosed
infrastrictium -and  public facilities
fcoomding to @ handout fssued on
Wiednesday, the TM was given &
detaiied brizfing on the 94.30-
kitamerte  Gupat-Samod ke Eosg
project, which imwolves corstnic
than and rehatd ikation of the road "
glong with the corstroction’ of
wolndt shouldere on the dual oo
risgowsay i Mand Eahauadin
gstrict  The peoject has an et
mted cost of Rs%.80 billon

W Maryarn Mmwee aiso
maugurated the bestis- -
cation project af Sadar
Bazsar, \mndi
Biahauddin, cormplated %
at 8 cost of Rs4.99 #
crare.  The - prosect
inchided  restaration
of the bazaar's tradi-
ticnal eritrance -
gate, inctallation of |
tuff  tiles . and
strootl ights, and
construction aof & L. F |

fauntain o ‘H--

impraws the ana's

apooaranca, - Sha

a0 maugJreted the rehabid fatar end boautiicaton prap
oct af th Oid Grain Markot; completed at & cost of Rs5.70
crone. The site has boen trersformed o & park foaluring
a memodial and modem facil itfies. The Uniersty of Rasul
has besn estebliched at A oost of Rs9.79 billion.
Construction of Academic Biodks | and || and the Studart
Services Cantme has been completed, along with four stu-
dant hoataks, 8 hostol o bachelor Facu *y memoers and 53
resident ia! units. Weork on the urivarsity library & expected
o b completod soon. The CM albso visited the mamarial
cammmemorating the 184% Bastle of ChiFarwala, News besk

UHS opens
private MBBS
admissions
for 2026-27

Lpplications for admission bo privase medicel coleges
in Parjab for ihe MEBS 200827 academic sessian apsned
on ‘October I3, with Mowermnbar & sat as the doad | ine.

dcconding io the admission schodule announced by
the Uriversity of Haaltk Sciarcez [UHS), Lahame, cand-
datez secking admimicon jo private-sector medical cob-
lagea must complete the spplication pmooess within the
stipulated tmelrame;

Prospeciive applicenis have been advised tocamsfuly
review the eligibi iy critesia, admission requiroments and
reievant instnuctions befome submitting the'ir appl ications.

Candidates have alez beon wged io -apply well
bafor the cloging date to swoid last-minute difficefties
ord s that all reguired informatsan is provided
within the deading. NEWS b5
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Balochistan Chiet Minister

Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday vowed to

el iminate terrarism from the
province and bring those
responsible for attacks on
civil ians to justice, saying
violence would not deter
the government fram
promoting education, peace
and development.

Candemning the recant attack on n
girk' collage m Mushki, he said terrorists
ware attempting to deprive Baloch
children, particularly girls, of education
and opportunitics for progress. Ha
reitarated that the gowvernment would
neither bow to inbmidation nor - allow
educational institutions to close bocausa

Nushki College

of security threaks,
'r Bugti =aid torransts athd iatad with
the banned Enlochistan
Libaration Army (BLA] had
onterod the college and injured
three studanis. Two girks with
sericus injuries wera shified to
Cuatta ~ for  specalsed
treatmient, while & third, who
B sustminad minor injurias, Wwas
\ treoted  in. Mushki, He
assurad tha victims and
their families that the
govarnmant WAL
Sl providing the best

possiole medical care,

Thie chief minister said targeting female
studenis sacking education could not be
justified under Ealoch traditions or vabues.
He acrused militant groups of using
propaganda to heap young poople ow
from education and draw tham towards
watremism and wialonca.

Ha said tarrorist groups had provioushy
targoted  teachaers, professors  an
acadermics and  were  now  pttacking
studenis. He urged mtellectuak, academics
and civil socsety bo reflect on- tho
consequences of such violence, stressing
that educatian was essential to  the
provinca's future.

Bughti reaffirmed that the provincial
govarnment, in coordination with the
Pakistan Arrmy, © Frontier Corps  and
Balochistan  Police, would continue
aperstions against militant growps: Hae said
socurity forces had been targoting ral itant
hideouls in  mountsinous mress  and
alsewhere, and operations would conbtinue
until tarrarizm was el iminated.

The chief minster alzo alleged that

a« attack won’t halt
education: Bugti

cxtromizst elements wera attempting o
indoctrinate young girls and persuada
tharmm to participata in viclence. Hao said
nuthiarities  had interoapted and
rehabilitated =overal givls  allegadiy
influenced by extramist nomatives but
declined to discloze further datails.
Roiterating his  commitment  to

education, Bugtt said the provinceal
gowernmant ' had recponod 200
previcusly closed schooks and would
continue  strengthening  educational

institutions. He said the government would
not shut schools or colloges in response o
terrorst throats.

A= a gesture of solidarity with the
injured students, he announced o sporis
gala @t Balachistan University of
Information Tachnology, Enginaering an
Management Sciences [(BLITEME], ulnng
with o separate sports festival at tha Muahki
college. The avents, to be organzed by tha

rawincial Sporis  Dopartment,  would

E-u-nl:-ur the students’ courage  and
demanstrote that wvielence wauld not
disrupt educational activities.

Bugti =aid the government rernaoned
willing to engageo in dialoguo with thosa
prepared bo: wark within the Corstitution
unﬂml:hn law, adding that peaceful and
dempcratic expression remained passible.

Ha =zaid the provincial gowvernment
would continus imvasting in education;
yauth apvelopmant, employment,
entroprencurship and |rwelihood
programmes o expand cpportunibes for
young peopla. Tha chicf ministar
maintainad that sttacks on students would
strengthan the gowermnment's resafve o
combat tarrorism and build a peacchul and
prosparous Balochistan. sBss pesk

Inquiry finds

negligence

in Peshawar
school collapse

#n mguiny iito & sochoal collapse thet killed 35 poopie
in northweoszorn Padsian hes blamed $he awner for using
zubciandard construction materiak. and idaniified negli
gonoe by gowemment dopariments, the governors offica

zaid on Wednesday

The roof of the prvete school in Peshawar's Dir Colony
oollarsed during classes on Ociober 15, kiting 24 dhidnen
and a femals twachar. Tha disaster promptad suthorites ta
ocrdet inspections of private achools ocress  Khyber

Fakbiunkrea prowinee:

The findings raise guestions eboil both constriction
standands and regulatary owersight Afer the collspse, ok
atwes of same victims said thay had previously comglained
ta-the schoal's owner sbowd rairwsater secping into cdass-
roomz “The iqui?' mepori held the school owrer nespore
zible for the uss of substandard mataris= in tha comztnc.
tian of the school building,” the goverrors alffice said in a
statoment Gosernor Faial Karm Kool recaived the
repart & & meeting atiended by senicr education officials,
the peovincial chiet secrotary and mambors of the inouing
committes. The commities briefed him on the cuses of
the collapse, steiemenis fom mlvent officals, depart-
mentad respergitil ities and i= findings and rmoommenda-
tignz. The siatement said Kundi wes ako infomed of reg
ligence by the departments concemed, but did nat iden-
tify the afficials Twoled or detail their fafumes. Kundi
drected suthorities o conzirt the peosincial law depart- Cn
ment on the report's legs implications: and take sirict

aclicn egainst those mspansible.

The statement announoed no niew amosts, prosecls
taons or discigdinany penaltes. Folice smesied the school
owmer aher the collspss end regateed & criminal cese
agarat - the owners, sharehclosrs and constructon core
tractar. Tho case included an afegation of cavsrg doath

without an-bention to kil

The govemor's statement did rat indude & response
from the ocwmer or the depariments citiczed by the In
inquing. It &= provided no wposte on the provinoo=sce
schoal inspections ordened afier the dsaster. pews oo

Governor rule
for 6 months.

emergency
till peace

Continued fram Page 1

Hao alsc caled far politics! consersus on intems! and
oxtemal soourity, &l iminating teronsm and strengtheaning
the soonomy. describing tho objecfiees 2z a8 “ciahie
Fakistan, & secire Fakistan erd & prosporous Fakistan ™,

Mearwshile, FTI Chairman Esristor Gobar Ali Khen
criticised the imposition of governor's rule and emeroency,
allegirg that the fedoral gowernment was using constin-

tional maamres bo tangat politcal opponenis.

Soperately, Jamest Uemaes-ldameFazl [JUIF} chiot
Maulsna Fazlir: Befiman caled tor a2 new Chaster of
Dwmocracy Dotweon the govwemment and opposifion,
lederal gowemmant of misusing . the
Constiution 1o mpose emengency and govemor's ruke in
KF. Fazi sad Pard ismont represensed the people, but al it
ical fnferanoe hsd declinad and the coundry’s situaton waz
oo tericrating: He urged pol itcal parties 1o resabve disputes
through disfogue rather than confrontation. HEWS BESK

acouting the

Continued from Page 1

EBorder wiolations from tha
fAfghan side hawe become a
routing mattar as tios beotweeon
tha two naighbours  hava
remained strained in the past fow

years  ower countartarrcrizm
MEASU TS,
Owver tha last throo to four

yoars, Fakistani security forces
have effectively contained tha
axpansicnist ambitions of Islamic
State Khorasan Frovince [ISKP),
preventing the terror group from
aztablizshing ] pormanant
operational footprint nside tha
coumntry.

Operating oul of sanctuaries
in .ﬂ.l!:g.hanis-t.:n-prlncipally within
Kunar, Mangarhar, and Helmand
provinces-ISKP has continooushy
utilized these ecasterm and
southern hubs to coordinata
logistics, plan crass-bordar
inﬁltratinn:_ anad projact forca into
Fokistan.

Following the  collapse of
Dansh strongholds in Syria, EEKP
shifted exporienced fightars to
Afghanistan, strengthening its
ranks and expanding its reach.

12 Apsil 2017, tha US
droppod & MIAR on ISKF's cava
and tunnal complex in Mamand
Valley, Achin District, Mangarhar,
targating one- of the group's
strongholds. Additionally, Taliban
Regima militants who could not
sacara positions on its payroll
after the fall of Kabul in 2021 are
maving to ISKF

responsa to I5KF's
expansion attermpis into Pakistan,

Pakistan rejects Taliban
Angoor Adda claim

thwartad the growp’s ambitions.
A total of &7 major oparations
resulted in moro than 50 terrorists
killed ‘and ovar 100 arrested. Cne
high-value target was noutralized,
and three othors were arrested.
ISKP carriod out six attacks in

Pakistan, rosulting in 42
martyrdoms  and B85  injuries,
Motable attacks included a
suicidea bombking at = Shia

Mosgue i Tarlai, Islamabad, and
a targoted attack on & Sessions
Judga in Mastung, Balochistan

Separataly, security Forces
newvtralized ning Indian sponsored
terrorists during two intelligance-
based oparations in Kachhi and
Wadh Districtz of Balochiztan, on
reportad presance of terrorsts
belonging to Indian proxy, Fitna
| Hindustan.,

“An intalligence-basad
operation  was conducted in
Kachhi district, during ths

conduct of oparation terrorists’
hideout was busted by scourity
forces and aftor an intonze fire
exchange seven Indian sponsored
terrorists: wore sont to hell

Weapons and  ammunition
wore also recovared,” said a naws
raipaso issupd by inter Semvices
Publiic Relations [ISPR}

in-another intel igence-based
gperation  in  district  Wadh,
security  forces  tracked and
intercepted terrorist - movomant
and after an inten=za firo
gxchange, two Indian sponsored
terrarists wars. zent to  hell
Weapons and ammunition were
alzo recovared.

“Sanitization  operations ara
being conducted to eliminate any

ATI@NAL

l.ow social media
compliance hampers
anti-extremism efforts

Fakistan's offorts to counter online
cunromnizrn face low comipd iance: From socil
medis comparios, shootages af tmined
gravysis and west poordinatian,. Inlevio
Mdinizier Monsin Neogwi =ad in a withen
parlizmentary rosporss  relodsed  or
Wedrosday,

The amessment comes as militant
groups - axpend their propaganda and
recrEtment activities. The [slamabeg-
based Pakistan Irsttute for Comflict ard
Seourity Studies mported this mansh thad
the Pawstan: Taliban inbensificd both
dimrg . July=Soptomber,  using
media productions. bo prosect
influence beyond its traditional
cimongheakds.

Fakotan has oopended itz
powers {0 eguiate online ton-
tent through amendments b s
cybercrima |mv. Rights coganiza-
tizrg hiwe wamed that broadly
weded provisiors could aiso iba
woed agant joumslisis

and  gowernment
critics, hightight
ing the diEtrc-
tion  beiween
combating vic-

lent . gxtrem-

i=m and
restricting
legitimate
CRprEesion

compliznce e of sodel meda comps
riies . remains low” Magwi ssdd in His
respamse to guesiions From fawmaker
Eyeda Shohia Rara. The ssporse put comr
plience at: 337 ‘percent for contont
remowal roquesis from  the  Paiostan
Tolecoommunication Authority {FTAL and
47.1 percent for reguests fom provincl
Countes-Termorsm: Depertments [CTDa).

s meporbed plathomm-specfic mbes of
74 percent far X, 1.7 percont for YouTube
ard 30,1 pecent for Facebook.

The cacument diad nod specty the
raporting petiod, the numbsr of equesis
undorlying those peoeniages or whethes
all the meerial corcemod axtemist core
tonl It aizo od not explan why partioabes
requests had ‘not been acted upon or
Include the companics’ regponses.

Magyi said Punjab accounted for 577
percent of mequests =ubmitted By CTDs,
while' Sindh ard Balochistan reconded ra
complianoe oespite making reguests

The msponse alwo dentfisd shorfcomre
irgs within Fekistani law onforcomens,
including insufficiant personrel and tedw
rakogy to monitar pusd ich evaianle online
informiation and furn & vt inselligence.

A “data-ioeirtell igence gao® provent:
ed the comersan of "online miformation
Into actionable  intelligance,” i said,
sdding that comwiction rabos in cybencrme
ared Hlegal SIM cases remaned wery low,

The minizter zaid the: Socis Madia

Protection and Regulatory fAuthority,
established wndor the Prowention of
Ekctroric Trimes Amondment Sct I025,
was not yet fully opemstionsl Onee func-
fionng, it wood fake resporsibd ity jor
sacial media negulstion, including platfom
registation and content cwersght, while
fhe FTA would retain a content-Diocdng
mie, accomding bo the resporse.

Mgy called for fasier opemtionaiiza-
tion of the asthority, bindng compl iance
arrangements with platiorms and penal
ties, mduding bans, for companies thst
.. failed to comply with Paldstani favw
- The:z wane rmoommendations

sat caut o the parliamendary
N arswaer, which gave no impiermen-
ﬁ taticm timetsble or sPncunce-
SN ment of an immirent  platfomn
| ben.. The oovemmonl has
§ defended stonger online mguls-
. ton as necessany 1o tacde disre
formatan. - Human  Rights
Waich, bowever, has
vamed that tha
amenaed  low's
vague  critaria
for - memaving
coaient and
criminafizing
fahe inlorma-
tion Shroaten
freedom  of
exrosEIon
Magwi
slo proposed - sutomated manitoring of
banned organizations' onfine activities, a
shared digital intc¥igence ropository,
regiaral forancc labarataries and cpecial
i training for imwestigators and prosecy-
sors. The mesporss ident#iod financisd and
legal comstrants at the Metiona® Courler
Tormorism Autnoaty (MACTA), whith coars
dinates palicy but has no investigalive,
armest or enforcement powers

MACTA . receved an allocaton ot
epprmamately Bsl.33 biflion (34.2 milion}
for focal 2004=27 against. & mguast for
RsZ. 98 pilion (3108 millsand, leaving i
with |ess than hall the funding sought. |
has moguested add#iona’ resocumes.

"M&CTA miends 1o estanlizh Matona
Courter  Temorism Onision 8o not. ondy
crrsune aperational role for the oragication
of termdizm and exiremesn put also maka
sure cifpctive CT coondiretion scmoss the
counbny,” the regoonse said

It did not specify how the poposed
divizion woud be corstitubed or what fogal
charges wouwrd be neguined to grant oper-
ational powers. The minster separaicdy
reparted that security forces conducied
5143 intefligonce-basad  operations
betwoen the beginning of 2025 apd
Soptemier 29, killing 24%0 poople
descriced &7 berronsts; injuring 804 and
erfestng 3515, The Fgures were gover-
mantepoted and could not be noc-
pandently varifiod, MEss cesx

aggressive

opeorations by Fakistan

intalligenca-basad
hawva

othar Indian sponsored temorist
found in the ares. NEWS DE

NTDC employees not civi

The Supreme Court hes held thes
empdoyees of the hational Treremision and
Dospaich Compary MTEC) do nat become
ciil sarant morely Decauss S company
edopts WAFDA nees and ane rot entited o
approach the Fedeml Senvios Tribunal.

Howaver, the companyz managa-
ment is bound to onsure equal and fair
traatmaent of its employres

#, Threc-membor 'L:;a:h COMprsing
Justice Munammed &li Mazhar, Justice
Musamat Hilsfii and: Justice ifan Sssdad
Khan sued the judgment in the caze con-
ceming fime-scals . upgradstion far teo
matired NTDC empioyees, Mesood Abmed
Coarezhi and Mukammed Ofrs Qul, setting
esde the Federal Senvice Triounals dec-
son. |n itz detasded judament, the Supreme
Court oepcted the NTDC managemens
ard its Board of Directars to remnsder tha
applicationz of both miied employee:
fa=ly and doperdenty and Bxo e
soncd written amders within fwa months.

The oourt held that if similarly
placed employees had baen granted the
benefit of time-scale upgradetion, the
iwo | retired employees should . elso
recoive the same bonadit, with thair

arpgass calculated and paid accordingly.
Tha judgment clarhed that not every
prson em@icyed by the state neceszamily
gualifies a5 & chil sarvant. Such mabus i
dotermined undar the relevant |mw, snd
employment in & public-oecior organisas
tan afone does not confer that status,
The court obsarved that WTOC was an
independent pudic fimited campa-
my, separsie from WORFCHH
I' Therefore, the pravie

Shahdara Dam
construction likely to
begin soon, CDA says

Construction of the long-awaited
Shandase Dam & ewmpected to begin soon,
with the project projected toadd fve 1o 10
millicn ‘gallops  par” day [MGO) 1o
|slamabed’y water suppdy, subjact b final
dosign . ard bachnical aszeszments, the
Capital Dewolopment duthority (204 said
on Wiednesday

The poject B planried to oo complat
o within twa years-and is-amed at aug:
menting  the capitals. surace  water
mesources amid rsing demand, acoondrg
toa COW spokespersan.

The damn, he ssd will rieduce an
add#ional tource of surlaca watar into the
city's supply system, under the supsnvision
of klamabad Waier Chrector -General
Saedlar Khan Zimri, the authority said

He maid the poiect had ibeen . onder
coraidaration for decades ard woald fom
par of broader efforts to. improse water

evaiabil ity and strengthen the dty'’s longs
farm water securty

Faderst Imtenior Minister Syed Mohsin
Rearm Maqei and COA Chairmen  Sabail
dzhral se owerseeing effors 1o expard
lzlsmansd’s  water resowrces,  the
SpCeiz e o S2id,

The projoct s sapected cantribution of
e b0 10 MGD0 remains subjoct ta technis
cal mzessments, fine design and opore
ticral arrangements. The spokesperson
said it veas also working 1o explare addi
fiore water souroes and improve the affi-
ciancy and el iabil ity of the exisimg supply
rebwock. |Samabad facos incresmsing pees-
une of iis waler retourtes as s pocules
tion and demand grow. The Shaboara Dlam
project = expecied bo holp eddress this
mulhr'gl:_ =mihough i= ewertual oonfriou-
tion will deperd on the final poject dasign
and impfomeritation. N CESG

servants: Supreme Court

zion of the WAFDA Act undar whith the
muthoritys emplioyees & treated 2= civi
servants for the purposes of service iri-
tunak did rot astomatically exfens 1o &
separate oanporaie artity such as NTDC
It hid thert decikions concerning pro:
motiors, camer progresion end other
e af sewice of NTDC employees fel
within the risdicton of the company®
Board of Directom. Tre adoption of

W 'WAPDA rules for infternal adminsirate

mattors did rot alber

MTDC's dishnct cosporate: status.

The couwrt. herther obiervad thaz
eshaugh NTDC employess were nat ent-
tled toc appmack the Federal Servics
Triounal, this did nod abzohve the compa-
ry's management of &z maporsibi ties.
Tne company was bound to implement itz
imtemal rules, palicies and cedsions and
treat employess equally without discrimi-
nation fcconding fo the case recom,
both empioyces hod passed the depart-
mental  pomption  exkamination ara
eppfiod for’ time-scals  upgradation.
Howewar, the relovant susthorities rejecied
their apoéicetions on Apnl 1, 2022,

Subsequenty, on Feorsary 29, 2024,
the Feooral Sanvice Tribuna! accopted thesr
appoals and dirocted that they be granted
time-scale upgmadation 1o Grade 18 with
pffecst from dagust 52, 2004, NTCC chak
lerged the trbuneis dackion beform
the Supreme Court The spoo court
ot aside the tibunal's judament
and dismissed 1ho sppeals, while
directing the comparny’s manage-
ment fo recarsider the employeos’
tases end iSup roasoned orders
2 within two months, MEWE HES
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Pakistan announces
$10 million clean-air
startup fund

Federal Minster for Climate Change
Muzadik Maf & on Wednesday snnouniced
8 plarned 110 millian furd for ceanair

stariups.
fagdressing  the  Fakistan

hatonal Claan &ir Conferenoo

2028, Malikx said  the

government had decided to
es2ablgh the fund frem ik
cam: Limited resaurces” after
speking  support  from § -
developmant partners. . He -
said approval of the hund's
boad was expocted the
tallawng day.

H ]
dascribed e
proposed
initative as an
oodbgation Lo
future
generations
rather than &
grant o loan,
reafiirming
t h a
govErnment’ T
commitment
ta pursuing
tleanp=air
mEasuras with
o without extemal support.

The minsber ackrowledged . the
cantributions  of - devélopmant INETS,
ncluding  the World  Bank,  Asian

Dewvalapment Bank, PNSCEF and Germian
dewvalopment agency GFZ, in supporting
o imate-rolated initatives.

The minister described ar polubon as
a3 humareinduced chss diver by policy
choioes and coonomic sactivities, stressing

that its heaith and ecoramic corsoquences
ware borne’ most hesvily by thase with
|imited resounces ta protect thameahwes.
Malik said air polution imposed an
EUONOMIc oost equinalent 1o &5 per
cent of Pakistan's gross domestic
product $30F), mmflacting the
burden of ifness, haspitalisation
znd melated finandal peasres on
affected families.
The minister streszed the
reed o moognse o that
¥ communities. condributing  fo
podution thiraugh
sgnioitural practices
wem thormseives
suffering s
CONSEqEENCes,
undarscoring
the importance
ot practical
soluliars | that
sdarez=ed both
sn¥ironmaontal
challenges and
the |iwelhoods
of affertod
populations.

Emphasising
tha neod to
miove beyend declarations, Malik said
the cleam-air apgenda  reguired
engnecring solutions, effective policies
and firancial commitmants rather than
=ogans.

Ha reitarated  the govemment's
resoive o wovk with geweapment partners
ta mplement practica’ mossunes aimed at
mpowng air guatidy, reducing podution
an1d pratocting public health. News BEsg
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One-China Stand:

At least 64 dead in
train crash in Spain

A high-speed train
slammed into the
rear of another train
that had stopped,
derail ing two cars
and killing at least
64 people on
Wednesday in
central Spain,
authorities said.

The central govemment’s
offica for Castilla” Ls Maricha
confimned the deash ol had risen.

The regional pesident of
Cosgilla  La - Mandha, Emilisano
Garda-Fage, had said at boast B0
peopie wiore miured and that the
dezth 1ol “will sumly rise” as
rezcue warkers contnue to ssarch
in the wrockage for survivors and
bodies

13 vezs e second mapr-train
accident 0 Spain this yoac

Spain’s ral mystern operstor
ADEF eaid the crazh oocured
Weonesd moming i . the
pravnice of Toledo. The accident
was between fwo  high-=specd
srains  carying  hurdreds  of
pasmengers and heading 0 the
ssme. direction tom the  capits
Madrg to Soville in sauthwesiom

Epain, accomding to Esther Fadiba,
spokeapomson har the Castiba La
Mancha region.

Cing mn into the il of the
other ihat had stopped, mocking
wwa of itz cars off the track.

Padila =sid that the cauze af

thie crask was rot koown. Rail
servics was suspendod bebween

Madnd, Cisdad RFea and
Sndsbisia.

The cath, whidh ocourmed ina
Hlat ztretch =irminded by olive
fislds' i bobween the towrs of
Urda and Los Yeberes, left one car
shredded into bits of matal snd
other matarial, scetterng debrs
down a graved skope.

Spanmmn Health  Minister
Manica QGarcia. =aid  that
emormancy workars wern foousing
an -rescuing sureivers and bodies
fram the two most damaged train
tars. . 5ha said that the iruned anz
being sent to diffarent hospitalz in
the arca.

it was .8 kigh-=pesd impact,
=0 we- are expacting thista be a

tragedy,” OGarda said.

The acodent iwahved a tmim
trom Spains stete-owned REMFE
compary and -the prvate . rail
mompany KT |t sppeasd ‘the
REMFE ‘tran rammed the REYC
train, Sparish medks roporbed.
Garcia-Page s2id 24 dica in the
EEMFE traim, and =i in the |Y0
o,
Fadia. =aid thai. 397
passergers wens | the REMFE
train ‘and 147 passargers in the
IR frain.

Trains - from thoes bwa
OmPanics ware alsa invoived in a8
aewsd |y crash in January.

IRYD, - —an’  Halin-osred
mompany, 5xd ina sisbement that
it fas "activabed itz soacunity
crofomilsand = closdy woking

with suthonties.

The mayor of tha neacby town
of Unda, Maruz| Galan, told steie
broadeaster TWE- that ol
protection awthonties had - asied
hiz towan hall O prepare 8 spoets
pavilion. 1o attend o  injured
PESIENgETs

& military emomency brigade
was depioyed 1o help cmargency
sorvices, RFmefghtors end police:
dmbulancas and medici
kelicopters made trips to and
Fom the site, whie urscathed
sunIvOrs weng put on buses.

Spanich  Prime  Minister
Fedro Sanchez canceled his
agenda to focus on the crash. He
wrote on K that he was
'dismayed by the sericus train
accident in Toledo.” 4p

Pakistan closes airspace

to Taiwan airlines

Fakstan hes bapned | Taiwarese
aid inos fromasing its sirspece as partof its
strict adHorence to Broijing's Cne-Chiria
gl iy, mareg i the first coontry io
taks such a step, Elcambarg
neported on Visdnosday,

"The avislion diizion follows
thee One China. policy - only
mairfard China is-allowed,” the
outlet: cited Defonoe  Minister
Khaweiz Asif =2z saying He said
that |slamabsd now only
pomitted airlines from
the Faopie's
F:-uF.nhli: of China
ta Py owees Pakistan,
exchiding Tarwan.

carfers  began
rerouting flighis
oer the
LChina. Airlines

Ltd amad Eua
Airsays Cop no

larger fiying over Palistan snoe Sundag
Ths iwa cariem docined o omment- o
ESzombeorg, whic Taiven's Civi Buiation

Sdminisiration: did rat eaddress the
rerouting.

|Siamaded’s - mestrictions ane
even sticter than soee impased by
) China, which allows  Taiwanemo
airdinea 92 fly ower s toeribary,

Bpijirg considers  Teiwan &
browtaway. province while  Tapei
izt an s inderondonos.

Pakistan ‘severed  official
relatiares with Tawan n 1951 o
supgart of the Cre-China policg

zlamabad and Bsijing hava
bolstered.  tics uwnder Beijing's
ambitaws 3ot and  Roag
Iritiative; -thraugh the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridos,
which has channelled biliors of
dollars inks Fakistan,

China is. slsa Fakistan's
largest supplicr of weapons
an baunched the Chma-
Pakistan Information Comidor
a day ago. MEws besk

LG polls greenlit in KP,
12 distriets excluded

The Election Commiston of Fakistan
{ECP} has  omdered local gowernment
glectors. in Khyoer Pakhturghwa and
drected itz relevant wing o prepans the
election schedule far 11 districz when
ool imitaticn has been completed.

The dedsion was announced by Chiet
Eocton Commissioner Sicandar Subtan
R, wha read cut the wverdict reserved
oarlior by a fre-member bench of the
Election Commission:

fcoording o the written onder issuad
on Tupsday, the ECF airecied the
peeparation of olection schedufes far 1124
the 14 dotick whene dalimitaton hes
slready boon completed. The commiszion
ako irstructad its relovant wing o submit
thie sloclion programme for approval.

The ECP further ordened that the
ool imitaticn schedue bo Emued for othar
dEiricls where tha peocess fias naot pet
tecn completed,  enabling local
governmant elactors o be held inoa
timety manmer

Howewer, diziricts wWheTEe  an
emengercy & . foroe will net beinchadad
in the slectiar or aplimtasion mcheaules,

according to the onder:

Tha commission soeciScally . diched
that eiection =chadules: would not oo
zued far Bannw, Mohmand, Oirakzs, Lakdi
Marwat and Marth Warinstan, Mearmahie:;
dal imitation schedubes will not be ioued
tor Diera l=mnail Khan, Tank, Bajaur, Khyber,
Kurram and Souwth Wazinstan.

The "ECF also direcied the molevant
suthovitios ko final so the rumber of willage
and neighboumhood courcils, along with
calegoey-wise dotads of their ez

Furshermare, e commission ondersd
that the dslimitation process: in Swat,
Eattagram, Faharpur  and | Alled beo
rampieied in accondance with the existing
rewETiue boundaries,

The ECF instrucked  it3  reicvant
dopartments to compiele the delimitation
reocess in thie remaining districts 1o ersuns
the timely ponduct of ‘ocal govamment
alections acmss the prowince.

The nuling sats the pmooesz in motion
tor kacal gowemment slections in eligibio
districts, while ewcluding specified amces
from  the immediaic  election  and
del imitation scheduics. News e
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JI rejects

Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan Emir
Hafiz Naesemur Rehman has
warned that his party will
launch a long march to
Islamabad in mid-MNovember
it the government fails to
abolish the petroleum

levy within 10 days.

fiddressing a pre== conkoremice at ldara
Moore-Hag. on Wednesday, Hahz Msosmur
Fehmn said Prime Minister Shohbaz Sharif had
agreed ounng their meotrg on Tuesday o
capand the refief packase for petmloum
corsamers, ol A romained fimm an its domand
far the complete abol iton of the ey Karadh JI
Ermiir Murim Zafar Xhan, Karachi Wioa Emic and
KMC Cppaosition leader Saifuddin Achocate,
Karachi Wice Emer Muslim® Pener and other
lpaders  wene -abo pmsent 8t the press
cofeEnce.

Hafz Magomur Rehman said he had
coreyod the party's domend Coerly oo tho
prime minister, who had sought 10 days tomalkes
& dedsion. The goverment had amgued et the
levy was & major source of | neworise, but
$e Jlamir reieched this justificstion. He s=id the
foceral govermment oollecied drourd Rs150
bilion monthey through e pstoeum lewy,

whiie its relie! package amounted to Re32
talion, accomding bo the. government.  This
meart capsimens wore paying &t least RsiiD
il | iar mone sach month than the smount baing
retumed thmough redied measanes, he added
The JI emir criticeed the gowemment for

redying on peiroleam Laxes insiced of addnesiing j

fuel levy justification,
demands public relief

the petrokeum lowy
for an extended)

wosiresses in taw cofiection ard govemanoo. 8 ¥

He =aid that comuption amounting fo Rs1.3
il ion anrusly in the FER was undomining
the iax mystem, whic ordnany ciizons
cortied to bear the francial burden
He  guestionad -the rmaticnale for
impasing addtional oosts antha public
when the govermment's own b
collection machingny wes aifing to sl its
responsind ibes

Hefz ‘Masomur Rohman abo highlghtead
tha rising pofits for powerful business interests
despits the oconomic difficultses {aced by
crcdinany: Palistanis. e zaid that o mfrenes
pred its had ncrased by 1, %00 per cenl. whils qil
marketing companies and deslers woe 2ho
aaming higher mamgins.

He Turther oriticised peymeniz to IFPs,
sawng the gowemmont was paying aouna Rl &
trill ion annusally far electricity that ves not being
generated.

The Jl emic lsmented that, apst from ks
party, ro political party, whether i the
QOVEITIMEns or opPoSSan, Was rasng s voice
sfectively agaimst the financil borden on the

ic

Ha sxd Jl hed been campaigring against

the govemment tailed 10 prowice meaningha
el inf. "Proparations for the isemebad manch
wil contmue. B #e public doss not reoowe
ot iof, carevars fram acros thes countsy will boad
o lamabad it mid-Naowsmbor” he sad.

The: & leader alzo referned 1o JI's campaign
spainst |PFs, saying it hed helped secure
electricity mlief for onsumen, althcugh power
prices ema r-:wd-::'llgh.

He  criticis the hbilling system fo
pobecied elecincity consumers, amguing that
event- 2-omall inoeaze beyond the 200-unit
monthly threshold cowld fead to & sharp rse in
bil= Ho cafed on the gowemment ba end an
unfair busden on low-income hoseholds. He
3ad the gevemment had hoed negotiabions wah
47 PP: ellowing dI's campeign, moufting inan
estmated #2145 tnllion benefit i the national
amchioquen SR

Netanyahu falls short, Arab bloc decisive

Results from lsrael's hard-fought
election pointed Wednesday to
no clear winner as a leader of the
Arab minority appealed to a
hesitant opposition to join forces
to end the divisive reign of Prime
Minister Benjamin MNetanyahu,

Wit mom than theee quarters of the wate
colnted, Metanyahu's right-wing bloc wes
dightly ahaad but 55l short of & majority n
g = elescton, $he 1rst since the October T,
I3 actack which has lod ke to wage war in
Gazm and aooss the region.

Both Matanysho, Srseds lonoest-zesving
prime minishar wno &-allied with ta=nght and
uEra-Crthadox. Jewish  parfies, and  Gadi
Emeniot, a fommer mititany chicd loading & broed
oppositon blac, vawed that they would soek o
famm the nest govemnmment.

But rether Iools =t o reach the &1-scat
#esheld for a majorty. Witk 77 pement of
baflotz counted, Meiaryabu's bloc had 54 of te
120 =eats in pariament: ard  Eimonkod's
opposition had 49,

The final reguliy coudd =til change But one
plaoe of cloar gairs was among Smoli Ao st
witich were set ta jump ta 17 =oats

Yoters from the commuenity, desconaars af
Falostirrans who stayed afer lsrasl's creation and
who maks up around 20 sencent of the
capiulation, hawe beon ercaged by the
Metaryaty govemment's Utre-natiorel Bt Jewish
wizian for the. country and tho Palestinian
tevmRories

fouzed Iscarsan, hasd of the leftizt Arsh-
majafity Joond: Lisl,-said the Baeli-public had
woted for now loadormhip, and “aryore wAD
wanis 10 ofer & sbstartive aad genuine
altomatve o7 MNetanyahe's  Dlocd-soaiod
govemmant wik have o talk to us®.

"W pither the cortimuation of racam, the
contruation of exclusion and the continuation of
suprEmacy, o & gonuing  Jewshodran
cartneship,” he =id

E=arkot haz ressted adyimg with Arab
partics. Meolsryahu during the campaign
relertiosly atiacined the oppoeition by swwing it
wou i put Araos in power, onreng on thia slogan
* Eithier the ®ight or Palesting.”

Yair Golan, tha head of ismal's main left-wing

mnd a momiter of Eenkat’s camp, became
tha St mesnber of tie cppasition camp to cl
for an al iarce with Aeb partes.

"Netzreany last. | know how to count o
120" Gofan =sd in & social meda post.

"Wo muzt mo longer ectept - Metarymba's
raciEl divison between Jewish votos and &ran
wotee”

Publisher Ali Raza. Editor Yousaf Rafig. Office Mumber 1B, Firzada Streat, Pir Mohallah, Bew Find Sulkkur.

But Emenikot’s: camp-also ncludes  nights
wingeTs who share many of Notanyabu’s hawkish
wigws ad have sdamantly rejectedl working weth
Arab ramaksrs.

Arab lawmakes ould #s0 g Eisorkos
support inpar ismentany wates oh an ad hoc
basis, enabling him o maintain 8 minornity
govemment witholr jpireng a coal ition, slthowgh
low cbzerers beliewe Suth an amangoemers:
wouid survive for fong.

Iran conflict

A lack of a diear maonity for ither camp
could meoan weeis spent trying to cobbile
iogethar coal itiors, with possile now olections
on-Se honon if regotistiors fai

“Mayte oworybody ost inthese olectons
but -the Amb parties. dnd for the Amb parties,
%'z urichear that thay wen make use of 1heir buga
success,”. Hobrew  Unversiy af Joruzslem
poditical soentsl dicean Rahat sad,

& ztalemate powd in the mmediate fsamm
Eencdis Mesamyehu, who would remain caretaier
prme minister unt] & rew government is formed.

Hoth Melaryaha and Esenkot appeared tao
roicate ancéhar facior was on the hafmon = B
smaeli aktack alorgside the United States on ban.

Notaryehl oroered bombing campaigns
against Iran bosh last ppar-and earlier this year,
=mhuctanty siopping orly after Pesident Donald
Tump reached a now-moribund comsofine, afe
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Meghan on TV
menu for
*Junior
MasterChef
Australia’

Frince Hamy's wife Moghen sy she has agroed b feahue 23 8 spe-
cial guest in tolevision coaking sersation " dunicr MasterChet Austratin®™.
Woghan, who was 2 gues! judge on “MastedChet Austratia® ths year is
to appear N nest yoar's contest for yaung cooss on MNeteark 100
"¥when they approeched me o comic bace and weork with
thes young graup of talank, it vias B0 sasy you,” the
Duchess of Sumex s2id ina statoment
Tuesday. "l lowe cooking with my. owm
kigs, so seaing what these young
1iam creabe inthe tchen is going fo
be a lot af fun, ® The weries st be

timed in Melbowme noxt yoar,

; acconding to Awustrafien broad

el cacior ABC. Harry, the sorord

; son of King Charles 1l and

= A i estranged beothar of heir to tha

thnane Frince Wiltiam; mamiad

Y r Moghan, a0 Amoncan famer

e S ®

S i ft

actar, at Windsar Castio in May
J018. &Fp

Katie _Grnudlmld Jessica
Owns Red Carpet  Simpson Goes
In Black Brunette

She has ibeen by his Sida for appearance at the glittening
8 some of the biggest moments of Ballan d'Or ceremany at the
his career duning his rise fram a London Falladium was no
FOLIG U ?DDLI:-&\"EF‘.I:I ane exCcoption

A od 1he zport’s biggest names. Katie, 33, exuded class ina

. Bt while Harry Bane's child- black, off-tha-shaulder gown as

[ 3 hood swaetheart Xatie Socdland shtt watched her hushand take

has largely emaned out of the footbal’s top individual honour
aS e spotlight, when called upon she shead of French super-
has nonetheless nailed rad- =tar Kylan Mbappe

carpet glamour wath her
diassic style farmula -
wearing clegant black.
And
lazl
night's

ond Spanish teen
senzxisan Laming
Yamal. Mews e

S e

Crown

Taylar Swifl signed her first publizhing deal in Nashyille at the age of 14. Abaut
22 years -and 14 Grammys later, she joined the Mashvlla Songwriters Hall of Fame
along with Lyle Lovett, Shawn Camp, Lee Thaomas Miller, Bruce Channal and J.1.
All=an.

Swift added anothar haner to her trophy wall with her second hall of fame induw:
tion this yoar and wes celebrated at the Mashwille Songamters Hall of Fame Gala an
Monday in a crowded baliroom full of artists, writers and country music el ite,

| knew from - the time | wrote my first-song that evan if it couldn’t be my carcer, it
would be my pazsion,” Siwift said

She described soaking up the lessors from othor writers Fike a sponge, learming
how to push through weiter's black and write about the human condition, awen when
her wrifing partner was hungower or geing thraugh a divorca,

Swift recalled her mom would regularly pick her up from high school and drop har
off at = pulishing house on Mlashwifle's Music Row, whera she poured o ber ema-
tizns to ona of her first co-writers, Liz Rose. She later would meet Mathan Chapman,
wha produced her salf-titted debut atbum in 2008, released 20 years ago this maonth

Swilt. whio tack her tafents ta a much wider avdienceo beyond country music, said
har ability 1o “genra hop” was because she had leamed the fundamentais of zang-

Jas=zica ::i
Simpzon.  showed
off a brand-new -
lack as she
steppod out with
freshily dyad hair
ower the waek-

writing im Mashville cnd.
'I'm sa incredibly honored to be inducted into this sacred dub,® Swift said. [ r
Brad Faisloy, ane af the first major artists bo take her on tour after her debut Saturday,
al bum, introducad her a5 “tha voice of a generatian,® tha A&year-

He joked that Swift “went to Brad Faisfey High School® 2z a 17-year-old traveling
tha country whba on tour with him. Swilt later recounted that Paisley took a prank too
far in 2007 when he filled her bus with thousands of crickets.

‘For months | coufdn’t shoep. Just chirp, chirp, chirp.” she said.

Lainey Wilzan performed o bluegrass sersion of “Love Story” with fiddla and
ziand-up bz fram Swift's second albumi, “Fearless.”

Switt wasn't the only big star to be celebraded, as George Strait, the lauded " King
of Courtry Busic,” was given tha Career Maker fward from the Naskalls Sangwriters
Hall of Fama. Strait; a Counkry Music Hall of Famear, is kriown for picking great songs
from other scageriters and sending them ta the top of country charts for five
decades. &F

old =singer
was span ot
LAY &z she
armwad | with
warm brunetie
tresses  styled
in messy beach  TEERIRES
waves, ]

She : gawe @
lack at her ectectic
edgy sivic by painng a
pastal-pellow Tshirt with a
red-and-blue plaid button
down with  rhinestane

nala{:kl{]m'ore LauIICheS US rapgar Macklemore an Maonday dm;i-:}.;-:.:.n ako wora dis:

launchad his new “Free Palestine Tour® tressed jeans with the hems "
in. Dublin after being dropped as a rofbad up to showcaso her
wpporiing act by Ertsh pop star cheanky black boots with sky-

. . F i ] i ' i "!
% I.P{ - d ( S lIl( s 0“1 Ed Sheeran aver pro-Falestinian high heals. |
N Mt e e’ e, #  commants, The Dukes of ' Hazzard i
L o Standing in lines cutside the slumna  accessorized with
o — ey " \ venwae for the First shaw in tha Inish siacks of geld nngs, and
V | r,.r- - ra capital, which promaters smd had sho sported retro circular
- J sold out, exdted fans praised the 43 sunglasses oven inside
ﬁ\ ‘ yearold's stanca. " Macklamiora's sup- the aicpart.
;T 1 port for Falestine iz hu%-: He's stood Sha was soen on
up and he's-put himselt on the lino what nppearad to be n
! instead of toking the eazy way o sala trave! day, which
" said Michae! Keating, 2 31-year-cid comes  after  she
. wio warks in insurance, tald AFF enjoyed & cemes of
i 'f "Ha's risking hiz popularity, his surmy getaaays ovar the
; futwre, his famih's future — everpthing summer.
just for peace. fnd i & vory impor- Tha Blonds fAmbition
tank.” actress has been busy
Thie “Thrift Shog™ =tar was remiovod from lstaly 2= she reloased
Sheeran's US tour after shouting "Free Falestine!™ on stage and telling reewy miusic, made acting
Palostimians they ware “naot {orgatten.” cameas and focused on
Sheeran has said the decision to drop Macklemare was made by tour pro her fashicn-desgn
mratars, nat him — provoking outrage among musicians and pro-Falastinan endeavors — in addi
= activistz. "The US4 is supposed ta be the coundry of frea speech and instead ticn to changng up
1"':"l. people are baing shut down. (Sheeran) should have stood up for what hear boak = since her
kacklemora wasz daing,” said Grainnie Haaly, a 80-pear-old retiree who kad wobit with ex-hus
coma to the Dwblin concert with a former schooliniend. bana Eric ‘
Fowr pther supporting artists, induding Amencan singer Finneas, afso Johrzon. kEws pEsx 0 ]

L
e —

putied owt of Shoeran's taur in salidarity with Mackiemore and Sheeran .

later broke his sdence on tha stuation m Gaza at s cancert in {
Philadalphia, calling it “urustifiable and dsproparticnate.” s
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GOVERNOR SEBP AT ICMA
‘No short-term fixes’

Governor State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) Mr. Jameel Ahmad
addresses the annual convocation
cerermony of the Institute of Cost
and Management Accountants of
Pakistan (ICMA Pakistan).

In hs speech io the next garersiion of
accounting and finance professionaks, the
Sowernar detailed Foistan’s
remarkable mMacrooconamEc MECoVery
since 2022, emphaszing that the
coamtry's economic - fundamantats
have significantly impraved despéise
mowere giotal and - negonal shocks.
‘Whee encouraging the gragusting
studonis,. he said 1 am also
canfident that you will wiloe the
zkifs and knowledge that you
gaiped  during  your sgorous
srudies; and that your dadicatics,
fiard weoek, and commstment te
aucallonce will halp shape the {uture
emnomic landscare of Pekistan”

In ks adarass, the Govermarnobed
that shough chalienges ill abound,
we have come o8- lorg way since 2022,
Dezpite the sgrificant cuppay shacks,
wa  have managed to contain the
impact onthe comestc economy

Weir eyes
long-term
investment in
minerals sector

Peidstan & in tal ks with global mining technoiogy 1imn
Woim, a global engeenrng  oletions  provider
headguartesed in Scotland, over potenbal collsbomtion i
itz mircrals socion, with the company okpressng intenest in
building  lengeteem o with the gowernment, the
pobreioum minisiny 3aid on Wodnescy

The -dewelopmant came during & meeting batween
Federal Minister for Petrcleum A Fervaz Malik and D
Singloton, Depctor, Comminution EME& snd Fakistan
Executive’ Sporsor at Wair, 1o dsosss opporurdies for
callsbaration in Pakistan's minerak socice.

Duiring the mesting, the tao sides discussed PakiztanS
ememing maneral soctor opportundties, tho . mie of
achancod mining bechnologios, and potential arsas of
strategic oollaoaration.

fi Parveiz woloomed Weirs parficipation in Fakisians
miniera: sector and assured the  company of iha
gowemment’s il supoort in factitabng i engagement
and long-bomm rwestrnent in the counsny.

The minstes  approciated. Weirs mberest i
strengthening ils presence in Paidstan and cartributing its
giobsl capertze to the dowelopment af the countrys
minoral FESOLFTes

Weir, & giobal mirirg techralogy leader with-ower
11,000 omployesss opemting &scmoss more than 50
couniriss, exprested its commitment to building long-temn
ralstionships with Pakisian and key indusiny stakeholdies

A5 per the statemens; the company ‘will participate in
tha Pakistan Minerais Inwosiment Fomum 2026 (PMIF24] as
3 platinam soonzar.

Itz sorear lpadershic delegation, including Sndrow
Meimon, Group Chicf Exocutive Officer of 'Weir, &
okpected 1o ationd the Farum in |siamated on Navemiber
13=13; 2026,

The mirster weicomed Weir's engagement with
Fakiztan ard cupressed confdence that coilabortiop with
international tecknology maders would contribute to
afident, sustainatie and modern minora deovelopmans,
whise supparting the countny's eFors bo attact ineestmans
in thic sector HEWS BESK

Govt to advance
reforms for a
stronger construction
sector: Cheema

Federal Minister lor  Ecomomic  Afasis  and
Estebl hmeant CivEion Senator dhad Cheema chained s
moting to disouss mforms aimed ai strengthening
Fakiztan's comstraction sectorn improsing proesct dol ey
and addressing key issies faced by the induaziry.

The meeting giscussed the prapassd Constructon
Induziry Devglapment Authorisy [O08) Bill

Mirister Ahsd Cheema emphaszed that the 3ill
roguired ogelniled  consigeration, neludicg whether b
es2abl iBh & single ibody for the consiraction sechar or e
separate emtitics: one to reqgulate ‘the sectar amd aromer
ta promote. the constrection industry and Hand ke redated
Tatters, caid a release issued hano on Wedresday.

He scked the molewant offcisk, Mincter of State for
Finance Bilal Azher Kayani ard representatives of. the
Consiructors Asscciston of Pakstan (CAF) o consul
furtker an the propazed nstiutional struchee,

Tha retention maney deposited oy contrachors dusing
the defact liability pericd waz abo distussed,

The meeting considored ‘s proposal o piace thess
funds i accounts that eam & mlum, with the princigel
amourt and ntencst paid back fo- contrectors after the
stipiisded period. Tha Minister for Economic Afains cailed
far furthr cansultation to dewalop 8 warksble mechanizm.

The meating consdered apphying the axisting Cispuss
Aypidancofbdjudication. Board (DAl mochansm to
govarnment projects.

Th:Board wauld monitor praject implementation and
heip prevent or mesolve dispabes as they arise. CAF
oroposed applying the medhanism to pojects valued at
Rs20 oillion ard acove. Minstor Cheeme called for the
proposed threshokd o be ksered and further comsultation
amang relevant siakeholdess to detarmire on sppropnate
lirmit. hEWE DEsx

Infistion remained dese fo our tange
rarge in FYZ6. While it has gone
up since then, it B peiecied 3
gradually pese  iowards: the
tagel range, supporied by
pruderi mometary tightening.
The: extornaf accourt remairs
stable, with the cument accodnt
defick espectad ba remain within O
ta 1 percent of GOOF Real GDF
rorwth 5 ko recoworing gradually,
mm & confracton in FY28 to &7
percent . in FYZ& and wa
oxpect it 1o fse further in
tha. ongaing fiscal year
Theso improceements o
economic fundamorialy
and  the  gmowing

Reflacting ar: the adjstments made durng FY22 and
F¥23, the Govemor smphasised thet limeoly, OetEive
acton, fizcal disciptine and- forward-looking, evidence-
based pal ipmaking hed helped strengthen Pakistan's
pconomic nesil ience. He noied that raking the policy rato
ard mainiaining it for almast a year, albrgside temponany
mEaswEs b0 manage non-debt foreign Exchange
outhicws, had been necessary S0 restone macroeconomic
stabil ity and awort 2 doeper external financing and debt
crsh: He stessed that lasting economic progress could
nat be achisved thmough shart-tarm fxes a1 the oxcense
of farg-term stzhil ity,

The Gowarnor scdded ihet maintaining. @ postive
borwerd-locking real palicy rate had helped Bring
inflation doan from ower 30 percant to wethan the
medivn-temm - tanget range.  Mearwhile, risk-based
supardisian had sfengthered the poactive idendifcation
of Snancial stabil ity risks, with finarcial secior adequecy
resilisnce  in tho  -and performance indicatoes improving despita the perod
economy e being of elovated policy rates.
meoognized by Addressing the gradustes directly, the Gavemnor
ritemational credd.  =aid, "when taced with such decision, et evidence

roting agencies, - guide ypour judgmant, let professional ethiss define
cur muftdateral  youwr conduct, and let a long-torm commitment to
oartness, ;=  Pakistan's sutiainesbla and enchusive develapmant
well as forpign indarm your action”
irestars. While concluding k= address; the Gowemor

unicke rscored the accounting and finence profession's wizal
redg  cin strengthening s institutions, . promsting
scoountability and erswring informed deceicremaking.
Ha highlighted its contribution o sound gavernance.
rasponsibie wss of ppblic rescurces end peoductive
invesiment. Mo corgratulabed the gradustes and wishod
thern suctess 1 ther fiture ondeevours. mews o

Pakistan opens export
display center in Doha

Commesce Minster Jam fama
Khan maugurated: the country's
Export Display Certer in Cohs o
promote  Pakistani products  and
onhanoe thes wisibil ity in the Sstar
market, the comemerce minfstry said
on ‘Wednesday, as Islamabad oyes

incressing  bilateral trade and
gnsuting  sustainable- aconomic
groacthe

Tha minstry said that that

Export Display Center aima to somve
a5 a platlorm  that  showcasnes
Pakiztani prodacts and faclitates
greater - engagement  between
Pakistani exporters and potentia
buyers in Oatar: 1§ zaid the initistive
is oxpected to support offorts bo
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strangthen Fakistan’s commercia
prosence in Catar and explone new
aveniue: far axport growth.

The ooveapment taues piace as
Izslamabad - sttempts 10 ensure
sustainable sconomic growth driven
by exparts and lorg-tarm hsca
reforma. Pome: Minister. Shehibaz
Sharif has tasked his gowernmant bo
incease - Fakistan's arnual expons
o 540 billion within five years:

" Federal Ministar far
Commerce  Jam ' ®amal = Khan
inaugurated -the Export  Cisplay
Center. in Dwaha, marking an
initiative aimed ai . promeoticg
Fakistani preducts, anharcing their
wizibil ity in the Clatari ‘market and
creating  nEw coportunities  For
Pakistani exportors,” the commerce

ministry s

®har stressed the  importance
of promoting Fakistans praducts in
global marests ard strengihening
the couniny's ' busines-to-busingss
linkages: o ckpand its export
potentisl. He a=o mot members of
the Pakistani business community in
Ctatar, - discussing  opporturdies o
enhance bilatoral trads, facliEte
commencial  parnerships  and
increase the market prosenca of
Pakistani goods.

He stremsed the importance of
the overseas Fekiztani buziness
community W promoting  the
counisy’s praducts sbmad and
corfribeding to stronger cconamic
refatiars with hest countries.

*The inauguratian of the Export

Cizplay. Conter and engagement
with  the  Pakistani - busineas
cammunity formed | part o of
Falistan's broader elforts 1o cxpand
ts export  footprint, strengthen
f"ﬁ'ﬂll’.‘"'il’.":b:ir coopmration  and
urther  enhance  trace  and
gconomic ties with Catarn™ the
stabement concludied

Fokistan has sowght greater
oconomic growth and ties with
ragional countries in recent years,
a=pecially after it came to the
brink -:F,.a sovergign default in
2023: With its reserves almost
depleted and inflation surging,
Istamabad managed ko averl tha
default after socuring a last-gasp
deal frem  the  Intermationzl
Monmetary Fund. MENS BEsE

Tho banchmark KSE-100 Index of the Fakistan Siock
Excharge [PRX] continuea with bullish mamentam an
Viednesday, gaming 1,74%.55 points, & positive chanoe of
077 percent, to ciaseat 145736076 points agsinst
169,487,320 points recorded’ in the previous frading
somsior. The mady market witnessed & frading wvolume of
378124 million shemes, compersd o S0E599F milion
shares fraded in the prewious session, while the tradied
vaiLe increased 1o Rs 24.203 6% ion frem Rs 18049 bilion.

Markot capitalzaton nooessd b Bs 15329 infon
from Rs 18.214 rillion econrded & day carier.

Ot of 4% companios that traded in the ready markes,
259 posted gains, 180 siffered lomes, whils £7 remaoined
urchanged,

Perez Ahmed Co bod the wolume chart wih 58221
miil ion shares, iodowed by TPL Proportios with 383255
milion shares and Chemgyico FK with 34.743 million
tharps
Among the top garers, Shangham Irdustries Limited
summed by Fo 10612 to close st 85 1 167,25, while Fxtisn
Maize: Products Company Limited advanced oy Rs 70,54 to
retle ot Re BAOR.OS. On the losing side, FIA Holding
Compary Limibed3 declined by Rz 428,49 to cloce at Rs
1355150, whie Khairpur Sugar Milz Limited foll by Rs
12550 o Rs 113384

In the teture= [OFC) market; tumover sipod st 222513
million chares with a fradad value of Rz 17391 bilion,
comipemned with 455777 milion shares worgh Fs 14653
bl ion iy the previcus sossion. Of 315 companies traded in
the DFC manket 0% sowvanced, 705 dedined ard 1
remained unchanged. News e

Gold price gains
Rs 3.500 per tola

Jipld peioes in Paldstan incressed an Wednesday in
ling with their gan in the nte mational makes. In the local
miarke4, gold price per tola meachsd Bs425,534 2Her & gain
of Ra3,500 during the day

Simiarty, 10-gram goid was sald at BsB8d 914 aker it
ganed Fsd, 001, accoeding o retes shered by the Alk
Pridzian Gere ard Jeweders Sarads fgsociation (APGJEAL

=N Tuessyy, god price per iola reached Rst2Z 13
ahter a decrease of st 300 during the da

Thee- intematianal rate of gold noeased by 25 to
reach $4 031 per ounme

Mearmtide, the price of sitwsr alsa increased by Rséd
ta reach 55,854 por tola. NS oesc

Rupee gains J paisa
against Dollar

Fupees on YWWednesday approciated by 3 paka agamst
thie LI Dallar in miesbank brading and dosed at s 278,77,
campered bo the previous day's clasing of Rs 274,80

fcoording to the Fored dssociation al Paidstan: [FAF],
tha doliar's oper-market buying ard sailing raies were B
7755 and R 28005, nespectivaly

The price o the Bura decreased by fis .79, closing =
R 30785 agains) the provicis day's mto af Rz 30854,
acconding bo the State Bank ¢ Pagiztan (SEFL

The Japenese Yen emained unchanged to choso at Bz
1.75; whilke the Bréizh Pound delined by Bz 0L¥1 ang
ciased st Bz 36785 against the previcus day’s Rs 358,76

The excharioe ate af the Emirabe Dirham reduced by
1 paisa and dosed at 85 75,35, while the Saud: Riyed stood
ssagriant bo dose at Rs73.750 MEWS DESK

Access to finance reforms under review

Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Wednesday
emphasized that
expanding access to
finance must translate
into tangible benefits for
businesses, farmers and
underserved segments,
supported by effective
risk-sharing arrangements
and timely
implementation of
agreed reforms.

The minister chaired the duth meeting
of the Mccess ta Finance (AZF] Stecring
Coemmittes and revicwed progress oA
expanding  alfordeble and inchusive
financing across pricrity secioes, including
small and medium entarorises [EMES),
agriculiee, esparts,  housing, and’ the
Prima  Minister's: Hagship  schemes,
includirg Apra Ghar, Zarkher- and tha
Pakistan dccploraied Vahiche
Elactrifcation [PAVEl Schome.

The -committes  undemconsd  tha
importance - of access o finance &
supporting gconamic incluzan,
gntraprenourship, | job  creation  and
powesty neduction. |t mevicwed progress on
proviausy . agreed. actions and received

vpdates from ssctaral and functional sub-
commithess; ioosing an implementdation
and remaining botfloneos:

On 5ME financicg, tha Committoe
noted thet auistanding finencing had
reached FRR 1748 tollion, inciuding FKR
528 bilion for small erterproas, = of
Cetober 23, 2026, The Commilier ako
reviewed the Small apd  Medum
Enterprises  Dewolopment Authority's
[SMECWA} capacity-cailding roadmanp
erphasizng  hnanciai |iteracy, improved
gacumentation, accounating tupport and
digital taok to enhance SME readiness for
formal financing. SMEDCH: wes ercouraged
ko work  closey  with  lenders  and
regulators: to provide coondinated suppart
to SME=,

The committes mwiewed agricdliune
hmancing, with: outstsnging  credit
reaching Rz 1.32% thll ion and the numbar
ol borowers stending at approximately
Rs3.5 million. Under tha Prime Minisier's
Zarkhor=n: fcssn Tarsl Tarza Scheme,
20,176 lcen appl ications amaounting ta Ex
0.674 billion had been approwed, whils
£132. collateralfroe - loans  worth
apporoaimistoly. fs 2,34 billion hed besn
disnursed o smallholder famers.

Discuz=mons sfco cowesed messures o
strengthen liestock and dairy Fnancing
ard ‘sxpand private-secior; panicpation
across agricultural value dhains.

On housrg finerce; the Commities
noted that auistanding Financing had
reached Rs 435 billion, serving 241,500
borrowerms Under the Prme Ministed's
fpna Ghar Program, 26,696 appd ications
invsliing &= 511 bdlion = financing had
boen approved, whiie 15,584 loars worth
sporomately Rz 9% bllion had been
dispurzed.

Tha commities doomaed mesmines o
acczlerato  gisbursemants- and addnos

tangible

housing  supply constrants, inckding
banehis for

firsncing for buikdiers, dovelkpes ard
urder-corstnachion projects.

Tha commettes  aSo  roviewed
implementation  of the  Faidstar
Arrdlarsted Vehide Eecirificaton [PAVE)
Scheme, amed at proamating -affordable
plachic fwoe and throe-wheoler mob#izy
Upder the scheme. 21,815 mp|i|:.51.i|:|'1:
mvolving approximately Rz 3.04 bilian in
firarcirg-had been aporoved A tosal of
5,504 ‘pans wortn Bz 1093 billion had
toen  disbursed, while” 3,243 efectric
wohichos had baen delvened to oustomars.

The commitiee furthar reviewsd
digita’  nitiatives to improse  oredit
mzemmment  and - lending,  inckiding

orgaing pikots for BME credit scaring and
axparter frencng

Tha Finance Minister -emphasizad
spcure, consent-based dats zharing,
sppropriate confidential ity safeguards
and bmely msolution of dats-linkage
Esums to facl itabe weder adoption of
digital and cach flow-bazed landing,

Legal ‘and lstary measumes o
strongthen the financing framewaork
werne asa disoussad, with emphasis an
improving recovery mechanisms,
sadrezsng kending risks and facilitating

financirg for undorsorved segments.

Senstor  Muhammad | Aurangzeb
expressed eppreciation for the ‘progness
made so far in housing fnenpa in general,
and undes the Prime Minizter's Apna Ghar
Schema 1 particular However, he calied
upon the relewvant stateniokders, nduding
finenicial irstitutions and implementing
agencies, 1o significanthy step up efiorts in
SME and agrcalture fnancing, stresing
the need for groster urgency, stonoger
axacution and {astor dishurterments.

He emphasized that expanding
access to hinance must trasslata inta

busnesses, farmers and wnderserved
segments, supporied by eHectes risk-

sharing  arrengements  and  timaly
implementation of agreed reforms.

The meetng was. attended by the
fedoral zecretaries  inclodng firarco,
howising and works, national food sacarity
end rozpath, Govermor Stete Bank of
Pakistan,  Chasman  Secirdies. ana
Exthange CommiEsion of Fakiztan {SECFY,
Chicf Esecutive Officer.”. Karandaaz
Pakiztsn, Chief Exsodtree Dfices EMEDA,
ernd senice representatives ot the Finance
Divimior; 8P ara SECF NEws GESK
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US Muscle In Asia
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Hegseth

Pitches Bold ASEAN Pact

U5 Dedense Socretary
Fete Hegseth propasad
the creation of am “ambi:
tiows" mow US-A5EAN
deferce framewark on
Wednesday, telling tha
bloc's loaders it could
hedp them nawigata "crit-
ically important® years
nhead

The United States
has beoen sesking to
boost . its regienal
deferce partnerships. in
racent years, citing the
need to uphold what it
terms a “tree and open
Inde-Facific® == China
has increasingly flexed its
miusdhes in the region.

Hegseth, spoaking
betore & meating . with
defence chiofs from the
fAszaciation of Southoast
Asian Mations in Ceobu
proized what ha called
the region's " pragma-
tem” and "proud nation-
alizrm”.

We're not gaing ko
agrea on evarything, nor
do wa need ta,® he caid
calling faor  cooperation
whera shared intorests
owarlap,

Az we look ta the

future in this region, I'd
like us to ba-ewen mora
ambitrous.. we proposa
that we wark together to
develop a US-ASEAN
Framewark for Dafence
Coaperation,” Hegseth
zaid, without offtering
details.

“& proctical frame-
work that guides owr
cooperation  aver tha
neact seweral years. | owill
nate & critically important
next several years.”

He =zdaded that tha
United States was ready
to begin the projecl as
Singapore assumes the
chairmanzhip of  tha
ASEAN Detenca
Mimistars’ Meeting
WADMM-Plus = Ehe
coming year. The group-
ing inciudes not anly tho
tloc’'s 11 memiber states
but representatives from
the United  States,
Japan, China, MSustralia
ard othars.

Hegseth alse called
far the strengthening of
“miaritme domain aware-
nes="  and  advanced
cooperation amcng raeal
forces, s

Militants Ambush Somali
Forces, Kill 20 Soldiers

Islamic extremist militants killed at least 20 Somali sol-
diers in an ambush, a militaq' atficer wha survived tho attack
snid, &3 the government acknowledged damage to mil itary
vahatles but di=clased mo trodp cazualtios,

The al-Caida-linked al-Shabab group, which has fowght
Somalia’s governmant for nearfy two decadas, claimed
rospensibdity for Monday's attack rear Jameaca willage m
wauthom Samalia

The Drofiense Ministry said its troops
killad abeaut 75 mil itants and wounded
54 during haours of fighting. &l
Shabab claimed it kiled 321 sal-
digrs and capturad prisoners and
military eguipment.

The casualty figures and claims
of captured saldiers and equip
ment could fok be inl:l-:p-:nd-:ntl:.l
varified.

Abishir sbdikanm, o mil itary offi-
cer traveling with the convoy, told
Tha Asseciated Press by phone late
Tuesday that ha saw at least 30 of
his fellow scidiers doad after the
attack. He said troops had advanced
from Leege into Jamesca, in
Burhakaba district in the Bay region,
whiers they eschanged heavy gunfira
with militartz. aF

ABC Tells Far-Right Party To Stop Using Bluey

carmed by its tnauthorsed uze for One
Iation.

“The ABC i conssdenng avadlanie
options,” aspokespersan far the broad-
caster =zid in a statement provided ko

Australia’'s naticnal brosdoastar
ABC called on the farright Ora Mation
parly on Wednosday to stop using chil-
dron'=s TV charactar "Blupy” in itz polit-
scal cartoons.

)

‘Bluey” = the popular star of an
Austratian cartoon series featuring
carines navigating child hood and par-
eriting in the suburbs

Fouline Harsar's One Mabon party
has comie wnder fire for a 2024 galitical
cartoon depacting " Eloey” drivirg & car
owlr 20 Australian pol itican.

That cartaon in porticudar has coma
into the spatlight since a man allegediy
drowe dedibarately into Ausiral an mde-
pendent lmwmaker Helen Haines on
October 19

Surgeons. had ta amputate both od
har legs and she remains inhospial

Tha ABC zaid it did not own the
mtcitectual property for “Bluey ™, which

LY

AFF

“In the meantime, the ABC consd-
ers the relevart cartcons should be
immedintely  removed  fram  Ona
Mation's platfarme 2nd na Further use
should occur.”

ABLC managing diroctor Hugh
Marks tald a Senate committea om
Tuesday that he had onby rocently
become seare of the One Mation car
taon. "It is an infringement of the intol:
lectual property, number one, but i's
alzo 2 shocking use of Ausiralia’s most
lowad character,” ha said, One Nation
hit back at the ABC director in a social
madia post, saying it was not the first
tima he had taken =im at the party:

it shioers under |icence, but was cone l “This time, owar Bluey!® &

Dream Cruise Turns Disaster: . :

IAEA Finds No
Evidence Iran
Rebuilding

Nuclear Sites

The head of the UM nuclear agency said Tuesday thera
has beaen no indicatian lran has tried 1o repair ar
reconstruct is nuciear facil ities damaged m LS and Iszaeli
mil itary strikes this year or fast yeor.

Fresident Donald Trump has smd one af the magor
reazans the US wend to war with ron on Felo. 26 was to
deny Tehran the abil ity to develop nudear weapons, evan
a5 he has ingsted that strikes the US carded owt an lranian
nudicar sites in June 2025 “oblitersted” tha country's
atomic program.

During a UM Security Courcil maeting, nternational
Atomic Energy Agency chief Bafzel Grossi urged lran 1o
piwa inspactors access to all nudaar sites, indludirg thase
damaged in the military. attacks. The AE& has not baen
able to wesify the statas of Iran's stockpile of near
woapars-grade wanium since the WS bombed its sites last
WO

Hoevaver, Grossi g that "since Jurs 2025, we hoea
nat idenbitied any afivity to repair or reconstruct any of
the faciities damaged in the military sttacks of 3025 and
20267

Trump has consistently dewnplayed the economic
impact ol the ran war, which has amerged 2= a liabil ity far
Republicans heading inda next week’s midterm elections,
and has argued that kigher fusl prices are worlh paying 1o
prevent a nucleararmed lran. The White House didn
immaediately respond Tuesday ewening to & request far
comment on Grossi's remarks. AP

Bolsonaro Jr
Lands In US After
Poll Loss

Erazdian Serartor Flavia Bokonaro and iz famisy arived in
Wiami on Weoresday, whone ihe United States govermmertt
world grant them entry visas afor he refused bo comply with
2 Brazifan Suprerma Court oroer to sumender his passpors,

Bolzoinans, wha |oat fast Sunday’s presidenitial siection 1o
kerttist imcumbent L Inesio Lule o Silva, lett Brad! under a
shmoud of seoecy aker the cous ardos, which rolstes o8
maney-iaundering  investigation @ owhich be  donses
wrongdoing

Reuters TW images showed Balsonara, his wife and mwo
daughterm  disemicareng fom 2 Gulfstream G400 ard
neading ints Miami's Oparlocka Exenuitive Airpard.

Their joumay ta ‘the Uinited 53ates capiured ationticn
acmez the region. They entered rorthem Amgentina late on
Teeoday ewenimg. aocording to the countinds migration
department, and then took & privede jeT ko the Ecusdomean
city of Guayaguil. From theee, thay Few 1o Miam:.

Meither Amentira’s prosicency, Ecuadarean minisirios
nor Baires Fly, the operstar of the pevate jet, responded to
requests for comment:

Bosonarn's departure threatens to decpen a rift
Dobweon the two most popuUious natons N the Amenoas

Luls has-ascosed’ Washingion of - cododing with the
Balsonam family to kelp retum them ta power, Ahesd of
Sundsy's - pfection, Keuiers  moported on & S State
Department campasgn to nestoee the Bofsonams to office.

Trump tald reportess on 'Woonesdsy that he. would
acprose of Bokonam coming 1o the Uinited States, aiier his
State Deparymant said it would give them entry visas,

Trump hes previgusly alleged thed Flavio's father, formes
reesdent Jair Boboreo, waz & victim of judicial cerssoitan
in Brazil. rEuTEE
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200 Stuck At Sea

Around 200 passengaers wha pand ta lee on & cruize ship while travelling the world were sbrupthy nft in a
Camioodian pork after the company ran out of money, an official said on Wadnesday
US-bazod operator Villa Vie Residences announced on Tuesday it had “suspended operations in
Cambodia” a5 it worked to addross “oxtracrdinery increasas” in fusl costs following the fron war i
The 200-retre (856-foot) Odyssey loft Morthern Ireland in October 2024 for a continuous woy- =
age for which residents could buy or rent reoms for a hatiday or for life -- soma passengers sell-
ing everything thay had to pay for it Howewer, passengers were given just seven hours to III|’lpnl'
pack thair bags and leave during a schaduled stop in the Cambodian part
of Sihanoukville, according to Long Dimanche, deputy governoe of Freah |
Sthanouk province. He said in a statement 205 guests and 156 orow' had
arrived abioard the Bahamas-flagged ship frem Thailand on Cctober 23,
and had bean dus to go on to Viatnam. “The sudden order to disermr
bark has left many retirees and remate workers: homeless thousands
of miles from thew home countries,” he said. Some passengers took
flights out while others remained in the city, he said, adding thot the
ship itzalf was dus to retuel and keave on Cctober 31, Randy
Cassingham, a passanger an board who runs a cruise blog, wrote that
tha disemibarkation ardar followed & “cascade of problams”. aFe
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Beale Recalled In Shock Move

Rauf Fined
For Breaching

I1CC Code Of
Conduct

Fast bowder Hans
Rauf was fined 20 per
cent of his match fee
an Wadnosday and
handed an -:Hii:ﬂ reg-
nmand for breachin
the ICC code of conduct
during Pakistan's epic ane-
wicket win over England in
the OO oricket tri-sories:

- All-roumder Shadzb

Khan scored a scindil-
lating unbseaten 1713
on Sunday and left
England stunried
by adding &% runs
for the last wicket
with Rawt 1o soal
Pakistan's place in
Satarday’s firal,

Tha ¥C said in
a statermant that
Fauf had broached
aricle 2.2 of its
code of conduct for
players, which
relates to displaying
cancuct condrary o
the spiiit of the
game.

Rauf, standing
ot the non-siriker’s

end, app-na|u:d far

| =wide befors
arguineg with
Englard all-
rounder VWil
Jacks during
the d&th owver
af Pakistan's
mun chasa.

Rauf also
raised hiz bat
and continupd
the exchange
daspite warnmgs

M LEmpire
Sharfuddoula
lene Shahid. The
Pakistan player
alzo bruzhed past
the official while
weal king towards
Jdacks,

Cine demerit
point was addad to
Baufs disoplinary
record. B was the fast
bowler’s third affence
within a Z4-maonth
period and hiz points
total has incressed to
rea.

England, which had
itz hopes of reaching the
final ended after S Larka

best Fakistan by gight
wickets an Tuondsy, was
tined 15 par cant of its
miatch fee after being throe
cwers shor of the targat.

England & bookirg for a
consolation win agairss Sn

Larika in the last foague
game on Thursday. &

Bad Light Denies
Shadman Ton.

Bangladesh 213-3

Bangladosh opener Shadman islam wes stranded on ‘79 as bad light
brought an eady end o Dy 1in the first oriceet test agamst West Indies on
Wednesday, Shadman strueck 10 fours 1o guida his

mioe ta 213-3 at stumps: Liban D, rebuming
fram a hig injury, weas alio unbeaten, on 10
= - Hanglsdesh captain
Majmul Has=sin
Snanto had won
the toms and opted
ta bat firzt, a ded-
shon that weas justi-
fied by the
patiorit Zhagdman.
{ Mowe-ball
Y bowlors Jayden
f Scales and Shamar
Jaseph put
" Barglasdesh under
pressue with prabing
ras and lengthes, Their
parsisiency paid off when
Tanzd Hasan edged &
del ivary from Seales so
socond slip on 7.

Unliks Tanzd,
shagman messted the
tempaation 10 repeabedy

drive catmide the aff stump
ared steadied the innings Wit
Mominu Hegus. ap

#_ \

Furtiey Beala has bean recalied
for fwstralia's rugby Nations
Champianship taur ta Eurape,
where the 37-year-cld utility back
may be considered For his first test
in free years. Beale played the last of
hiz 95 tosts for the Wallzhiss
agairst Wales at Cardiff in 2021
Ha was salected for dustralia's
squad in 2024 bat had to
withdrawe with =n impured

fchilies.
Ha was salected again
‘Wizdn to cower the

zbsence of regular mid-
fielder Hunter Paizami,
wiha is unavailable for the
tests against England,
Scodland and Walas nest
menth. The Wallabies
soguad |eaves Sustralia
on Saturday, and Beale's
indusion will spark plen-
ty of intrigue about his
chances of makirg a
foarth World Cup 3gquad
fpistralia &= hesting
the Eugby World Cup nast
yaar sk

Wawrinka’s
Farewell
Ends In

Basel Loss

Three-time  Orand Slam  champion  Stan
Wawrirka played the find match of his career in
front of home Fans on Tuesday, bidding farewall ta
tha sport fallowing a 7-5 7-642) defaat by Czoch Jin
Lehecka at the Swizs indooes in Basel

Vizarinka anncuncod last yoar that he would
ratire at the end of tha 2026 season, 24 years after
he tumnied prolessicnal

The 4iyearold defested Rafa Madal in tha
2014 Australion Open final to win his first major,
before daiming his athar fwo Grand Slam crowns
by beating Movak Djokovic in the finais of the 2015
Fremch Open and 20056 US Cipan

“Far me, ol I'wanted in my career was to give
ewerpthing, 1o have no regrets, to ateays fight, to
always give 100% n every match — oul of respect,
far my=zelf, for the opporend, far the towmament,
far the fans, for everybody” Wewninka told the ATF
websie.

“Thet was always the most imperiant theng far
meare than 20 years, and that s the only way yos can
leawe the spor: withowt any regrets.”

Wamrinka won 16 ATP titles and reached a
career-high world ranking of number thres in 2014,
He akao won Olympic doubles gold with Roger
Federer m 2008 and helped deliver Switzedand's
first Diavis Cup title in 2014, REUTEK

Spurs Smash Kings

Victor Wembamyama had 2%
pairés and 10 rebounds and the

San Antania Spurs beat tha
Sagaments Kings 130103 on
Tuesday night far their frst homa
victory of the season

Julian Champagrie addad 26
points an B-far-13 3-paint shoating
as San Antanio evened its recand
at 2-2 afiar opaning with dizap-
painting home fosses to Oklahoma
City and Houston,

Veferan center Domantas
Sabenis scorad 20 peints, 14
rebiounds and cight assists for win-
Iemz Sacramento. Denidne Hunter
added 24 points and Zach Lalin
had 22 points.
The Spurs were 17 for
3T on 3I-painters, surpassing

koo

the 15 they mads against the
Ciafles Marecricks on Ohct. 24 in thoir
anly previous wictany
Cyian Harpar hadl 13 points, six
rebaunds and =iy assists far San
dintomia. All fve Spurs starters
ware in douhle figures in their
highest affensive culpid of the
sesson. San Antonio's offense
started sluggshly in two previous
home games, but rolled o
seasan highs for poings in
" any quarter and half weh 39
} peints in the frst

| period and & by
i h@ halftimea. &

Anderson Becomes
As Wemby Drops 29 Napoli Knights Owner

Englond  cricket great James
Hnderson is the row co-owner of a
Maples-based frarchise in the
inaugural lkalia T10 Leagae dos to
lzunch next manth.

Tha arnocuncernent cama just
a fow days after seam bowler
Anderson’s  25-year  stint at
Lancashirs came 1o an end, loasin
tha playng fudure of England's aIIErl
tima record wicket-taker wncar-
tain.

Tha Halia T10 named the 44-
year-old #Anderson and former
Lancashire wickethoeper Luka
Sutton as

Co-awn-
ars

Mapols

Enights, =
which wi ™ =
ba under

ship
Activate
Sport &

Leisura - a':.l i

British  tabart (SRS
managament
and =paris - con-

sultirg agency.
"Criceet  has
given me S0
much throughout o
my career, and i
tha opporunity to
ba irvolved in the *
game in A compkately
different way = some-
thing I'm really exat-
ed about,” Anderson
=aid. .
"Luke  and

i ]
have a close histe- ;

ry, 3o o be toking cn this rew
challenge together is particulaely
special. The talia T10 is an exot-
ng comcapt, and there’s 2 hugs
opparturity 1o help raise the pro-
file of cricka in Italy while bringing
togather some fantasbc players
and  creabing  an
entertaining tour-
nament.”

fnderzon

amd Sutton

0= add o ‘tha
g Englizh influ-
‘@nce O Crcket

- Haly, it has

lang been

A minorty

sport N

t h =

.#- countiy.

I-‘H.. 3 B u &

h =
naticnal
Leam. qua
died for tha T20 Warld
Cup earlier this yoar Far
the first time and boat
Mapal by 10 wickets in
one group gama.
The halia T10, due to
mun Mo 18-29 and coms
taining six teams, has
becn founded by Spex
T10 Limited - a com-
pary owned by for-
mer Essex and
# Surrey batter
. Hadeem Shahid. ar



